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    AMOS 1 AND 2 (SUBSTANCE OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Amos 1: 1, 2; Amos 2: 4 - 16

    Amos was the bearer of Jehovahs message at a time when the people of God were in a sad state of departure; therefore the time corresponds very much with the present time. Amos represents the sovereign action of God in giving suitable prophetic words, and shows how God can take up anyone. Amos was just a farm labourer, not of much account in Israel; he was following his daily toil when Jehovah took him up and bade him prophesy. 

    It tells us that the time of his prophecy was two years before the earthquake. That is the time, in principle, for all prophetic ministry. All prophecy in Scripture takes its character from the fact that God is about to take some matter in hand, and He gives testimony prophetically to His people of what is coming, so that we may be warned. Thus there are two sides to the earthquake; that is, before the clearance of all things in judgment God shows how He can overturn evil in the way of grace and truth. There are many earthquakes alluded to in Scripture; one took place when Jesus rose from the dead. There had already been an earthquake when He died, and there was a great earthquake when He arose, showing that God has shaken all that man boasts in from its very foundation. What is all the boast of man in the presence of the cross of Christ? 

    Prophecy is to give us peace as to what is coming on the earth; so Jesus said when He prophesied. For three transgressions ... and for four is to give space to repent; God moves slowly in judgment. These spoken of in Amos chapters 1 and 2 were nations occupying land round Israel, and nations having come into contact with christianity stand in a special responsibility. In each case it says, Because .... The sentence of judgment on all the evil has gone forth, Israel and Judah being included also on this ground. What is going on now is a mere trifle to what is coming on the earth. 

    I am persuaded that the crowning sin of the present dispensation will be the murder of the saints. The end of the Jewish dispensation was the crucifixion of Christ, and so the end of the christian dispensation will be the murder of the saints. 

    Hence God roars. Nothing can prevent God speaking and that in the midst of His people. He is doing that now. The whole book of Revelation is very much like the roaring of the lion. No one could be surprised at anything happening in the world who reads that book. These things should be known in the assemblies of His people. The Christian has clear light; he should know exactly what is going to happen. The judgment in this chapter is almost invariably for cruelty to the people of God. Moab is an exception, exhibiting an extraordinary unnaturalness of action. It shows how God is observant even of how the nations make war. 

    The most important matter at present is the gathering out of joint heirs with Christ, and the judgment of the nations may have to wait, it is a sideline. The main line is the gathering out of the joint heirs with Christ. He will judge the nations as surely as the sun will rise tomorrow morning. The four transgressions have not yet been reached by any of the nations. When it comes to Judah and Israel they have been in the primary place of relationship. The truth of christian fellowship is not accepted with most as an obligation  that God has called all believers to the fellowship of His Son, of His death, of His body and blood, and of the Spirit. The obligation rests on all believers. The present condition of Christendom is a despising of the truth of 1 Corinthians 12: 13, that we have all been baptised by one Spirit into one body. Lies have caused them to err (chapter 2: 4). If my opinion is a lie, what good is it to me? After which their fathers walked  what have the commandments of the Lord to do with all that? 

    The testimony of Amos embraces both Judah and Israel. Israel was corrupting the two things that God intended should be in Israel. God intended there should be prophecy and that that would bring about Nazariteship. They are two important features today. The ministry of prophecy is a part of the order of the assembly. There is the communication of Gods mind through prophetic gift, and Nazariteship, that is, a definite dedication to His service in separation. That is what the Lord is looking for from us all now, that we should be Nazarites. No young man is worth his salt unless he starts as dedicated to the Lord. Nothing can deprive any of us from that service. The only one who can is oneself! Satan is set against it; he is always saying to the prophets, Prophesy not, and giving the Nazarites wine to drink (chapter 2: 12). Let our concern be that nothing should distract us from the Lord. The whole clerical system is a silencing of the prophets; the unconverted man may be in the pulpit and the prophet in the pew unable to speak. The prophetic word results in separation to the Lord, so that we gladly take up separation to the Lord. 

    The judgment of what is evil is never Gods terminus, He has always something good in view. 

  
    THE BROTHERLY COVENANT (JT 10)

    Hebrews 13: 1; Deuteronomy 2:1 - 9; Amos 1:9

    My thought is to speak a word about the relationship in which the Lord has set us as brethren, a term which is, thank God! now current among us, and the fact that it is current and appreciated shows, that there has been recovery amongst the people of God. The exercise is that what has been recovered may continue; not only the relationship, but that which belongs to it, that is, the love that is suited to it, brotherly love, and so I would wish to enlarge on the subject by the Lords help, especially as found in the epistle to the Hebrews, which is not a formal, apostolic epistle, but one written on the ground, as one might say, of mutuality. The writer begins by saying, God having spoken... to the fathers in the prophets, at the end of these days has spoken to us. He is not assuming that he had any special official place, but having a message involving an exhortation, he delivered it on the ground of mutuality. 

    In writing his apostolic letters, Paul usually associated with himself a brother, and this is especially so in corrective letters. You will recall that in writing his first epistle to the Corinthians he associated with himself Sosthenes the brother, and in the second letter, the brother Timotheus; that is, combined with his official position as an apostle, there was the brotherly representative. Those who have to do with military matters know how at the tribunals a military representative is there, representing the claim of the military authorities, and while, of course, this is very different from what a brother suggests, I name it as illustrating the idea of association in acting. Although Paul was a brother, he was also an apostle, and as an apostle he represented the authority of Christ; the authority of Christ was vested in him, as it had been in the twelve. 

    It is a point of great interest in the opening of the Acts to see how Peter on the day of Pentecost stood up in his official capacity as an apostle not associated with the hundred and twenty; that is, with the brethren as such, but with the eleven; But, Peter standing up with the eleven, (Acts 2: 14). They were the ones who had been commissioned to announce the glad tidings, and it is said of those who believed through Peters testimony, that they continued stedfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship(verse 42); they were brought into a new system which superseded that established by Moses. Instead of Moses seat, it was Christs seat, represented in the apostles; that was how matters stood at the beginning. When we come to Paul, we find that he is careful to associate with his authority the brotherly spirit. There was one linked with him in writing the letter to the Corinthians who had the heart of a brother; that would tone the letter, not that any modification was necessary, for Paul had the heart of a brother, but he would by this means assure the brethren to whom he was writing that what he wrote was not out of keeping with the spirit of a brother; so we read, Paul, called apostle of Jesus Christ, by Gods will, and Sosthenes the brother, (1 Corinthians 1: 1). 

    You will find this principle of associating others with him common in the different epistles of Paul, but especially in the corrective ones, and it is worthy of special note that when he wrote to the Galatians he mentions not only one brother, but all the brethren with me, (Galatians 1: 2) It was not only the affections of the brethren, but their solemn judgment as to an error that was about to rob the people of God of their liberties. It is a serious thing when all the brethren, or the brethren generally, are of one mind about a matter. That which belongs to Christ, His rights, and the liberty of the saints were threatened and therefore the apostle associates with him in his letter to the Galatians all the brethren. Paul, apostle...... and all the brethren with me. I call attention to this, dear brethren, so that we may see how the spirit of the brother is to pervade everything in Christianity, from authority down to the relations in which we stand one toward another. 

    When we come to the epistle to the Hebrews, it is not the authority of the writer that is in view, but the mutuality that should mark the people of God. When I speak of mutuality, I speak of what we have in common in the way of possession. The early Christians began, according to Acts 2, with holding everything in common; all things were in common. The principle was so pronounced amongst them that even their material possessions were held in common. Paul distinguishes in that regard in 1 Timothy and elsewhere. In writing this epistle, the writer speaks of the spiritual things which Christians have in common, and they are very much greater, I need not remark, than material things, for they are enduring, and they become a binding element amongst the people of God. I suggest for your consideration expressions which recur frequently in this epistle, we have and let us. We have things in common. It is not that he says, do you, but let us, and that leads on to what I may call in the language of Scripture, the brotherly covenant. 

    I do not know whether you have noticed the expression, but it occurs in the scripture I have just read from Amos, Tyre...... remembered not the brotherly covenant. The principle of covenant is very pronounced in the epistle to the Hebrews, and I think that this principle helps greatly in the formation of mutual relations and bonds; indeed, in this as in all else, we have to learn from God. According to Thessalonians, it is God who teaches us to love one another, ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another, (1 Thessalonians 4: 9) and so I believe that the brotherly covenant must be the outcome of what God is to us in Christ. 

    In this epistle you will find the thought of covenant alluded to in different connections. It is said of Jesus that He became Surety of a better covenant; that is, a better one than the first, and it is established on better promises. Let us not shelve these promises for a later day. They are for us in the principle of them, and so also is the better covenant, (Hebrews 9: 6) of which Jesus is Surety. Primarily it is consummated as regards the house of Israel and as regards the house of Judah, but Jesus is the Surety of it, and, moreover, it is later said, we have come to Jesus the Mediator of it, we have come to that Man; and in the last chapter of this epistle we read that the God of peace brought again from among the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep in the power of the blood of the eternal covenant. (Hebrews 13: 20) Note eternal covenant; that is to say, one which is never to be broken, for it is not dependent on us, it is effectuated through the blood of Jesus; it is dependent on God, for Jesus is brought again from the dead in the power of the blood of it, and He is the great Shepherd of the sheep. What a Shepherd for the sheep to be under the care of! We have to take account of the Lord in these various connections. 

    We have to know Jesus in every connection, and what a study for our hearts to contemplate Him in these varied ways. He is Surety of a better covenant, He is Mediator of a new covenant, He is the One who has made the covenant effective, and then He is the great Shepherd of the sheep whose blood sealed the covenant! How important to know Him too as the One who has come out of the grave in the power of the everlasting covenant! The covenant is a question of the love of God all through, what His love is to this people and what it provides. How every shepherd, as knowing the great Shepherd of the sheep would be concerned that the saints should not miss anything of that love! It is all to be brought to the sheep; they are to be nurtured in it. As Israel in the future will be brought up under the apple tree, that is, under Christ as the. Mediator of the new covenant, so we now as Christians are brought up under the nurture of Christ, nourished in the love of God. We have to learn Christ in these relations, and as learning Him we come to apprehend the idea of covenant, and in this way we learn to maintain the brotherly covenant. 

    Now the assembly began with that, but all were not true to it. Tyrus is the figure of such; whatever the covenant relations may have been, Tyrus disregarded them, and remembered not the brotherly covenant: His punishment on that account is, that I will send a fire on the wall of Tyre. Am I aware of the fact that I am in relation to my brethren in a holy covenant? It is from God that I learn what the thing is. At what cost, beloved brethren, has God brought in the thought and made it effective for me in the Mediator! Think of what the life, of Jesus here upon earth was to God! He who grew up, as it is said, as a tender plant, He who was ever green for God, whom He regarded as His only One, His Elect, in whom His soul delighted! It was that One whom God gave up. The life was in the blood, but what a life was the life of Jesus! God gave that up in order to make His thoughts effective for you and for me, and now, am I not to be according to that? If that precious life was surrendered by God, and that precious One brought up from the dead, in the power of the blood of the eternal covenant, as the great Shepherd of the sheep, what effect has that on me? What about my life? My life after the flesh is of no value surely; it is forfeited by sin. Gods word to Adam was dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. (Genesis 4: 19) 

    But then I am a Christian and a Christian is born of God; he is born of water and the Spirit, and made to live too in the power of the Spirit in the life of Christ; viewed thus he is not dust; there is in him something for God, something that abides. What am I to do now with that life? Paul tells us: I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service. (Romans 12: 1) The body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. (Romans 8: 10) The body in itself is dust, but it is of great value now in that it is animated by the Spirit of God. See what a Christian is for God, what he is now as emancipated from sin, living in the Spirit; the Spirit being life! There is that which is to be for God. So the body is presented, not a dead sacrifice, but a living sacrifice. That is all the fruit and effect of what I see in God, made good to me in the death of Jesus, who was brought again from the dead in the power of the blood of the everlasting covenant. My life is to be thus devoted to God. 

    It is in that way I enter on the ground of the brotherly covenant. I have love in my heart. God has placed His love there, and what for? That we should be like Him; as David said, when established in his kingdom, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathans sake? (2 Samuel 9: 1) It was a brotherly covenant, for Jonathan had made a covenant with David, he loved him as he loved his own soul, (1 Samuel 18: 3) and David in his lamentation over the death of Jonathan said: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women, (2 Samuel 1: 26) and now he would show kindness to the house of Saul for Jonathans sake. So with the sense of the love of God in my heart I look at the brethren, and I act to show the kindness of God, and the love of God for Christs sake. That was what Christians were at the beginning, but, alas! as with Tyrus, the covenant has been broken; there have been those who have been untrue to the bond in which the Lord has set us. For three transgressions of Tyre, and for four, I will not revoke its sentence, Jehovah said; the punishment is irrevocable. As the Lord says to Thyatira, I gave her time that she should repent, and she will not repent. (Revelation 2: 21) That is Gods way; there has been the transgression; the brotherly covenant has been broken; and then the punishment is fixed. I only cite the case of Tyre as an instance. 

    The Lord has His eye on everything that is going on down here in the sphere in which His name is publicly owned; He walks in the midst of the seven lamps. (Revelation 1: 12) When He comes to Philadelphia He finds there the brotherly spirit. I have no doubt that the very name suggests it, and in it He has His place. I make bold to say that the Corner stone is in Philadelphia, for everything is for Christ; it is what is after Christ. He said, thou hast kept my word; and thou hast kept the word of my patience. The promises to the overcomer are connected with what belongs to Christ, the temple of my God...... the name of my God...... the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God, and my new name. Such is what He offers to those who are marked by brotherly love. 

    Well now, in reading the passage in Deuteronomy, I wanted to show how God has respect to the rights of brethren. I have no doubt in my own mind that mount Seir refers to the place of the brethren. You will remember that it is said in this book that there are eleven days journey from Horeb by the way of mount Seir to Kadesh-barnea. (Deuteronomy 1: 2) I believe it is true spiritually, that the way into privilege is via the brethren; in that sense Colossians precedes Ephesians, for finding the Christian circle leads on experimentally to the heavenly place. The other way is a long way round and involves much exercise, and that may be necessary, but the divinely short way is via mount Seir. 

    I do not refer to the passage for that reason, but, as I said, to call attention to the fact that God has respect to the rights of the brethren. You may say to me, I did not know we had any rights. If I claim any I am in a false position, but I must recognise that you have rights, and so the word here is Command the people, saying, Ye are to pass through the border of your brethren the children of Esau, who dwell in Seir ... meddle not with them. I have, therefore, to respect the brethren: they have rights: if I regard them according to God, there are no people who have such rights as the brethren. In the first epistle to the Corinthians all things are said to be ours, and amongst them the servants, the ministers, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas. Must I meddle? must I interfere? In Christendom the thing is reversed; you hear of certain men speaking of their flocks, whereas the truth is that the minister belongs to the congregation. If the Lord has graciously supplied a means of help for His people at the present time, let us not meddle, yea; rather let us see to it that the saints get all there is for them; they need it. 

    Then it goes on to say, I will not give you of their land. You may say, It refers to Esau; it does, but he is regarded here as representing the brethren, and there must be no interference; their land is given to them according to the counsel of God, and we must not take it away from them. You may say, There is very little in this brother or in that one; but remember this, the Lord is able to make him stand, and the ministry he has received from the Lord he is responsible for, and the Lord will hold him to account for it, and that ministry is the property of the brethren. Then the reason given why God will not give them of their land is Because I have given mount Seir unto Esau as a possession, and further it adds, Ye shall buy meat of them for money, that ye may eat; and ye shall also buy water of them for money, that ye may drink. I do not pursue the passage. I bring it forward in order that we may see that the brethren have divinely given rights, rights granted to them in the sovereignty of love, and no one must meddle with these. Let the Lord have a free hand in His own heritage. Paul could say, I have planted; Apollos watered; but God has given the increase. (1 Corinthians 3: 6) 

    And now, dear brethren, I have said to you what I had in my mind, and in conclusion I come back to that one verse, Let brotherly love continue. (Hebrews 13: 1) I believe that that one feature is to mark the last days. There was a wonderful beginning for Christianity, and I believe, morally, there is going to be a wonderful ending, and one of the best evidences of it is that the bride says Come. The Spirit takes the lead in this, but the bride is with Him. It does not say, The Spirit and the bride shall say, Come, nor is it let them say, Come, but the Spirit and the bride say, Come. (Revelation 22: 17) It is characteristic. It marked the assembly at the very beginning, and the passage indicates clearly that it will mark her at the end. I believe, that as the conditions in the world become more marked by the features of Antichrist, the saints, as they are exercised to maintain separation from all that bears that character, will be led on more and more in unison with the Spirit to say, Come, Lord Jesus. 

    I commend to you the brotherly covenant, the importance of being bound up in the mutual bonds of divine love, so as to be fortified against the covenants of the world; it is in this way that brotherly love is seen to work out, and we are exhorted to let it continue, and I am encouraged to believe it will. Scripture says he that has endured to the end (Matthew 10: 22); it is not how one begins, it is how one finishes. If I have begun my Christian career in the enjoyment of the fellowship and the affections of the saints, let me keep there; the apostle says to the Thessalonians, The Lord make you to increase, and abound in love one toward another, (1 Thessalonians 3: 12) and this verse says, Let brotherly love continue, let it abide. May God grant that in His grace it may be so with each one of us, and to this end bless His word. 

  
    THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID RAISED UP - A WORD AS TO LOCAL TROUBLES (JT 13)

    Amos 1: 1 - 3; Amos 7: 7 - 9; Amos 9:1; Amos 9:9; Amos 9:11

    The prophets, dear brethren, have a peculiar voice in our day. One suggestion in this book has particular significance, that is, that the Lord Jehovah will do nothing save as He reveals it to His servants, the prophets; so that there are those who are in His mind. Whilst no one takes the place of being a prophet officially today, there are those through whom God reveals His mind to His people, and there is a peculiar link between Him and them. He takes them into His confidence; indeed it is the privilege of the assembly to be in the divine confidence. It is the depository, characteristically, of the mind of God, but in view of the outward ruin of the assembly, overcomers (see Revelation 2 and 3), come into the privileges belonging to the whole body, and among these privileges is that of being in the mind of God about current and future events. 

    That is what He does; it is what God does that matters, and He does nothing, it says in this book, save that He reveals what He does to His servants, the prophets, affording an immense advantage to us. This advantage is open to all, as I said, on the principle of overcoming: so that we are not taken by surprise in what happens. We see that God is forestalling all the movements of the enemy: there is nothing happens against the testimony that takes God by surprise. You will recollect how the movements of the Syrians of old were known to Elisha, and these movements were all frustrated, God making them known to His servant. This thought should give assurance to us; and it should induce overcoming, the consequent result of nearness to God. We have thus understanding of the times and know what Israel ought to do. 

    In keeping with all this, the prophet opens with the period of his ministry, and who he was, a man of no consequence religiously, according to current religious appraisement. He was a herdman, no prophet, as he tells us, nor the son of a prophet, but still he was a prophet. He tells us of the period of his service, so that we might know the conditions  in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. In the ministries of the prophets the dates are usually given so that we might compare the ministry with the current state of those to whom they ministered. Ministry must take account of the state of the persons ministered to. 

    Amos says that Jehovah roareth from Zion, as you will observe from the second verse, and uttereth his voice from Jerusalem. That is, God is not moving away from His base of operations. The enemy will never be allowed to outflank God, to use a military term, nor will the doings of His people interfere with the ground of the principles on which He acts. Jehovah roareth from Zion, and uttereth his voice from Jerusalem. The mention of these great spiritual names ought to bow the hearts of Gods people, for they remind us of our beginnings. If we have had beginnings with God, we know that He has acted towards us on the principle of sovereign mercy  that is Zion  and He continues to do that; our conduct does not alter this. He may act judicially, but He always remembers mercy. He asserts this, as it were, with a roar; in the roar there may be the most scathing denunciations and reproof, but they are in keeping with Zion. There is hope behind them; love is behind them. 

    He also uttereth his voice from Jerusalem. We know what Jerusalem means. It is the place of Gods authority, the city of the great King. The idea of a king in Scripture is that he is absolute: in Christ it is absolute, but in Him that idea is magnified by the word great. Then we understand that God does not alter His mind in regard to authority, or public order. For Jerusalem stands for these things; it signifies the authority of the great king  not the Assyrian king who styled himself thus, the great King is Jesus. 

    It is said in 1 Chronicles that they made Solomon king a second time, meaning obviously that they were satisfied with him; that they did not wish another; and that is normally the attitude of every true Christian; he is satisfied with the rule of Jesus. If he moves away from it in self-will and God works with him, he will come back, and, as it were, make Him King again, showing that he had not found another like Him. Other lords may have had dominion over him in the meantime, but he returns to Jesus. Jerusalem represents His place; it is the place of His authority, and He asserts His rights there. He uttereth His voice from Jerusalem. That voice calls upon all His own, calls upon us to be subject, not only that it is right to demand subjection, but our blessing is bound up with subjection. As in the beginning, so it is now, and so it will ever be, dear brethren  our blessing is bound up with the recognition of the voice of Jesus, from His own city, the seat of His authority. 

    Bearing all this in mind, we shall see that the teaching of this book is most applicable to our time. We have the indication that God in the presence of Israels rebellion, which is depicted in the book, had an eye outside the sphere of these activities, and so when anything which corresponds to Israels conduct occurs in the assembly, God looks far afield. Indeed, the bearing of the conduct is very wide, for Israel was set in the garden of God, in the midst of nations, and the mind and order of God was to be spread abroad from Israel among the nations; and so it is, whether it be a local meeting or a district, or the assembly as a whole, the mind of God is there, and its bearing is also general; and so conversely, if the mind of man works, the bearing of it is local as well as general. But then the adjacent territory is not immune. However guilty Israel may be, the guilt of others is not ignored, for two wrongs will never make a right. And so Jehovah reminds the nations that He had been taking account of their transgressions as well. Applied to ourselves, this means that He looks around at the adjacent meetings. For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, He will not revoke the judgment. For three transgressions and for four, of Gaza, and of Tyre, etc. His eye moved round the centre, and from the centre to the circumference of Israel and the nations around them. There was Damascus in the north and Gaza in the south, Tyre in the west, as I may say, and Moab, Ammon and Edom in the east  all these countries came under the survey of the holy eye of God. A solemn reminder that where God has to judge something directly, whether Israel of old or a local assembly today, He is not going to allow the adjacent countries or meetings to glory over them, or to assume that they are immune. If one meeting sins, others are involved. The bearing is indeed universal, and so we are not to assume, however distant, that we are irresponsible or immune as to the judgment. It is a most heart-searching time; God is taking notice of all. Although God may have to deal directly with some, in a special way others are under His eye, whether near or far away. 

    Tyre was, as I may say, in Israels territory, and so was Gaza, denoting that they are very near, and their sins are noted. Let them search their hearts and see what is there: whether the three transgressions or four have been fully judged; for we have no moral right to deal with others, or take on administration in regard of others, save as matters are settled with God in our own localities, or in our own individual hearts. But then, as I said, God had His eye upon Israel and Judah; they were the very centre, according to Ezekiel, of the garden of God; a position indeed that may be said to attach to any company of Gods people set up in testimony. You only have I known, He says, so that He deals with us specially because of our great privileges. Think of being here, even in a little way, representative of God! But how jealous God is as to our conduct, and how faithful He is so that everything wrong may be dealt with, that we may resume our privileges according to Himself. He must be the arbiter, He must determine what is suitable to Himself; we must be with Him on His terms, not on ours  surely that is obvious. 

    Thus, in chapter 7, the prophet sees certain threatened disasters. God shows the prophet the locusts about to destroy the latter growth after the kings mowings, and so on. To prevent this the prophet intercedes with Jehovah. How shall Jacob arise? he says, for he is small. How beautiful the spirit of Christ is as interceding for the saints! and it applies today. Amos said, O Lord Jehovah, cease, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. Jehovah repented for this (Amos 7: 5, 6). We may be sure, dear brethren, that where matters occur which are displeasing to God, He is open to intercession. I need not remind you of our Intercessor: we have a great Priest on high, and a Patron with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness; 1 John 1: 9. Every time the high priest went into the holiest he had the breastplate on, with the names of all the saints written upon it (represented by the tribes of Israel), and so it is that our Lord Jesus represents us and intercedes for us in heaven. But then, God is God, and there are limits: love indeed imposes limits. God will not go beyond what is right, what is in keeping with His own holiness; nor is it for our blessing for Him to allow things to continue that are dishonouring to Him. It is neither in keeping with His own glory, nor for the advancement of His work in us, and so He intervenes. 

    The prophet further says, verse 7, Thus did he show unto me; and behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. God is reminding us in this that whatever we have been doing, however we have been throwing down or damaging, God in His operations never moved away from His own principles. So that, as I have pointed out, He roars from Zion, and uttereth His voice from Jerusalem; but now He says, in effect, I am building, but building according to the exactness of a plumb-line. God is building; today is the building time  the assembly is being built. The idea of the building of the assembly is not theoretic, it is actual  concrete. And the building goes on  a very comforting thought: God is building in the very midst of the devastation. 

    In 2 Timothy we are told that the foundation of God stands, and what a foundation! But here it is not simply a foundation, it is a wall, a wall built on the principle of a plumb-line. God will never deviate one iota from His thought; the building must go on according to Him. The apostle says, As a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it (1 Corinthians 3: 10). The foundation is firm. In Ephesians it is that we are builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit. There is no chief corner stone mentioned in Corinthians, but the foundation is mentioned, the chief corner stone is in Ephesians. The state of the assembly at Ephesus enabled the apostle to present the full thought in his epistle. And the headstone will be laid on. Let us be assured of that for it is Gods work. Even in a day of small things, Zerubbabel shall bring the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! 1 Corinthians contemplates our part in the work, and we are warned as to this; how dreadful if we are pulling down or corrupting instead of building according to God! 

    When trouble arises in a locality no one knows more about it than the Lord, and no one is more gracious and more ready to help. We may think this brother and that one is gracious, but none of them is more gracious than the Lord; day and night He is occupied with these things. Look at Nehemiah in Shushan  he wept till his countenance was altered in the presence of the king. There was no one more concerned about Jerusalem than Nehemiah; and as he arrived at Jerusalem he went out to view the ruins at night. And what devastation!  there was no room for his beast to pass; such was the disordered condition of the beloved city that met the sorrowing eye of this feeling man: but he had it in his heart to do something for Jerusalem. So today, as trouble arises in a meeting, the Lord is there, and He surveys all with accuracy and feeling. Nehemiah was there to start building; he purposed to build the wall and set up the gates, and he and the people completed this great work, and they dedicated the wall with a service of song. Nehemiah is but a foreshadowing of what Christ is today; day and night He is thinking of these matters: He that keepeth Israel (not simply He that watches over Israel, but He that keepeth Israel) will neither slumber nor sleep (Psalm 121: 4). Nehemiah arose and saw a terribly distressing sight, but still the work went on. Think of the sorrow of Nehemiah as he looked on the devastation. The Lord is here tonight in the same way; in this I am not saying too much; it is His thought that we should be here tonight on His behalf  as really as Nehemiah was in Jerusalem on that night, riding upon a beast through the valley; but he was not daunted; nor is the Lord daunted. The Lord is ready, as we truly own before Him the occasion of the sorrow, to make a way for us that the building should go on. 

    The Lord in chapter 7 is standing on the wall with a plumb-line in His hand; we may as well make up our mind that the plumb-line is to stand, everything must come to that plumb-line. The Lord is able to do it. Are we stronger than He? He asks the prophet what he sees, and there is no mistake, it is a plumb-line. And the Lord said (verse 8), Behold I will set up a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more. Now this is very solemn, because it means that whilst He had listened to the intercession of the prophet and stayed the judgment, this had a limit because of the obduracy of the people. How beautiful was the intercession of Amos! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. It was the spirit of Christ, the spirit in which the Lord Jesus Christ went into death and came out of it. How shall Israel ever arise apart from the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus? but Jacob will arise and come into glory beyond anything ever known by Israel. The Lord Jesus will raise up Israel, He will raise up the tribes however small they are: All Israel shall be saved  all the tribes. Answering the intercession of Amos, God repented twice  but not this time: He says, I will not again pass by them any more. This means that He would execute judgment. We do not want that to happen, dear brethren, not passing by here, means that judgment would be executed. 

    The Lord will go on with His work, and we cannot afford to be left out! He would warn us that He is not going to stop, not going to be hindered by any of us. He will go on and let us take note that it is a question of the high places of Isaac. The fact that we are holders of high truths and supporters of the latest ministry is no shield. It says, the high places of Isaac shall be desolated, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will arise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword. Well, dear brethren, it is very solemn; but God bears long in His grace and patience, but beyond a certain point He will not go. Where there is persistent refusal to bow to His will and own His word He acts judicially. This has taken place, alas, with many! The Lord goes on and many are passed over; for this is often the form His judgment takes now. In spite of what may be regarded as truth that others have not got  the high places of Isaac  He shows His resentment of disregard of His will, and the principles and spirit that should govern us in our relations with one another. 

    Now I pass on to the last chapter; it is full of encouragement. I would point out that the Lord is here seen standing upon the altar, which is reassuring, and points to very great results, although still there is judgment. The position He occupies has its own voice. He roars out of Zion, and uttereth His voice from Jerusalem, He stands upon a wall made by a plumb-line, and now He stands upon the altar. There is hope there, however bad things are, for the altar denotes that there is to be sacrifice. He is recognising the altar, and Jehovah is His name (verse 6). It is a peculiar position to occupy, especially as judgment is directed from it, but very suggestive that a way of blessing will be found. It is an extraordinary state of things, and what extraordinary conditions arise among the people of God! God speaks again of judgment, as I said, but He goes on to say, For behold, I command, and I will shake the house of Israel to and fro among all the nations, like as one shaketh corn in a sieve; yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. That is most encouraging, especially as there are young people and others involved in these cases of local difficulty, that do not know their right hands from their left. The Lord thinks of them: He is not unmindful of the youngest, in these circumstances, that are causing such sorrow, they have not led in the failure. He refused to destroy Nineveh because of the hundred and twenty thousand that did not know their right hand from their left, and because of the cattle. We cannot but feel for the young people who are thus found with no leaders, no food, for they are peculiarly exposed to the enemy. Is the Lord not concerned about them? He is, and He would assure us that not one should fall. He will find a way for them, it is for them to look to Him and wait upon Him; He would enable them, too, to form a right judgment as to the issues that may be involved in the confusion that has arisen. The meek will He guide in judgment and teach His way. 

    The Lord goes on to say, verse 11, In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David which is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up its ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old. Now, dear brethren, let this come home to us. Let us allow the Lord to have His way with us; this is the way He is moving; I am not saying it merely in regard to matters local to this district, but generally, in the whole of Christendom, this is the line He is on. You will remember how this verse is cited by James on that memorable occasion in Jerusalem, at what we may call the last council of the church that God owned in Acts 15. James, in summing up, cites this passage; what God was doing among the Gentiles was in keeping with it. The point for us now is that God rears up the tabernacle of David which is fallen. The word used for tabernacle here is not a very dignified word, it is in the nature of a hut  something small; and it is well for us to bear in mind that in our day things are small, but the Lord will raise up the tabernacle of David. 

    The tabernacle of David stands over against certain current leaders. Jeroboam was then king of Israel, his tabernacle would not be raised up. We may be certain that where disruptions exist among the saints partisanship also exists. God will not maintain any groups or parties. Such tabernacles will not be raised up. You know how in Corinth the idea of leaders sprang up: I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ (1 Corinthians 1: 12). Not that these were actually the persons, it was a question of the local leaders  each of the leaders might be said to have his own tabernacle  where they met and had councils on party lines. This is the first evil the apostle deals with in his letter, the first thing he rebukes. Peter had said on the mount, let us make three tabernacles, there was only to be one tabernacle, and that one was not only Christ, but the saints with Him, the disciples themselves, for they entered into the cloud; the cloud was over the tabernacle; today it is the assembly. The first epistle to the Corinthians was to assert the rights of the Lord; it is a question of His rights and not the rights of any local leaders. When a local company has passed into the hands of local leaders, we must say, Your house is left unto you, Luke 13: 35. Yet if God comes in, He will raise up the tabernacle of David: that is His own tabernacle, it is for Himself, and it must be on His own terms. If I am to be used in the raising up of the tabernacle of David, it is a question of material, and if I am not in accord with His material, I am simply left out. If there is insubjection to Christ I will be left out. In these local dislocations the tabernacle of David generally falls; but we may look for recovery, for its rebuilding, so to speak. 

    We can thank God for instances in which in His grace, He came in and raised up the tabernacle of David when it had fallen. That is what is in view here, and it is most encouraging to me, and it ought to be to every true lover of Christ, that as there is true contrition and acknowledgement of the conditions, He will come in and raise up again the tabernacle of David that is fallen down. The material for this will be those who as judging before God and their brethren the guilt involved, and their part in it, are morally clear of it. We may as well make up our minds as to that. Our God is a consuming fire, and will deal unsparingly with what is contrary to Him; He will by no means clear the guilty, but will show mercy to thousands of them that love Him. Where there is the evidence of this, in practical righteousness, in the submission to His will, God will not fail to come in for us; He will raise up the tabernacle which is fallen. The prophet Amos renders a powerful testimony as to current conditions; may we all have grace to give heed to it. 
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    AMOS 3, 4 AND 5 (SUBSTANCE OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Amos 3: 1 - 12; Amos 4:4,5; Amos 5:4-6; Amos 5:14,15

    All through the prophets a remnant is spoken of. The end God always has in view is to secure a remnant  very small perhaps  for His pleasure; and in chapter 3: 12, there is a remnant in Judah to hear His speaking and to walk in His ways. God sets great value on the remnant. He is always adverse to us when our ways displease Him; it is essential to His character. With the perverse thou dost show thyself contrary; that is, the lion roars. Shall two walk together except they be agreed? (chapter 3: 3) is a very wide principle. It is wonderful in a day like this to walk with God as knowing His mind, and to profit by His ways. If He corrects me it is a benefit to me, something to be thankful for; I am not to resent it. Israel was indifferent to Gods ways. If any attend to Gods ways with them, they will be found in the remnant. The mass do not recognise that He has any ways with them; christendom has departed. Many were sick and some had fallen asleep at Corinth; God had a controversy with them and they had not noticed it. Many things happen to us individually and assemblywise that we are intended to notice, but we do not notice them and miss the blessing. 

    Shall there be evil in a city, and Jehovah not have done it? Evil in verse 6 is in the sense of what is adverse. The trumpet is a testimony among Gods people that is to be heeded. If you do what is contrary, something will touch it in a meeting and you will know it, though nobody else does. A man dropped into a meeting once and fell on his face recognising that God is indeed amongst you. If all were walking with God, nothing adverse would come into the assembly but what would be pointed out by the prophets, though no eye had seen it. Who told you about me? people often complain. We should expect the secrets of the heart to be made manifest. The secrets of his heart are manifested, it says (1 Corinthians 14: 25). Gods ways in government and prophetic ministry are to be attended to; we must not get hardened or He will be adverse to us. They are His ways with the christian profession, and we are part of it. The lion roaring is some very grave action on Gods part to produce fear; for instance the circumstances in Europe today (World War 2) are very like it, very like a time when the Lord is roaring. 

    Jehovah hath spoken. The roaring is not defined. God speaks intelligently, and because he speaks the prophets have to speak. Every bomb falling is the lion roaring; it is meant for people to fear and be brought into the remnant because it is God acting. In the case of Job, behind was Satan and behind Satan was God. God was acting. We need to cultivate sensitiveness in Gods acting with us. It is going on all the time, going on all day and all night; we ought to turn to Him. God is getting a remnant in all the countries of Europe and making men hear. It may only be two legs or a piece of an ear (chapter 3: 12), but it is precious to the Shepherd. We want to be set on this, that our walk is right. Two legs speak of ability to walk and to please God, and a piece of an ear represents some ability to hear. The Lord gives the word (Psalm 68: 11). If we were simple we should never come together for a ministry meeting without the saints getting a word. Great the host of the publishers. It is a word for the sisters. It is encouraging that sisters have a leading part in prophecy. The word publishers is feminine, showing that it can be taken up in a feminine way. The best word ever given to the brethren was given by a sister (John 20). They are just as much joints and bands as brothers are, by which nourishment reaches the members from the Head. Can you receive something from the Head? A sister may get something direct from the Head that will be of benefit to the body down here. If so, a sister is sure to speak about it and, like a snowball, it gets bigger at every turn. It is better to pass on a spiritual impression rather than notes; a living impression is a vital matter. 

    We may have a Bethel and a Gilgal and get formal and dead (chapter 4: 4, 5). Bethel and Gilgal were two most honourable places, but we might do all just to please ourselves. It shows that the form of things was going on, but it was all self-pleasing. I want you to return to Me, He says; and in chapter 5: 4, 5, Seek ye me, and ye shall live. And seek not Bethel, neither go to Gilgal  wonderful places in the past. Seek me and you will live. Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live (verse 14), it is a vital matter. As ye say in that verse is striking. Talking of bringing the Lord with them into religious ruts is true of all christendom; we might get into them too; what we want is life. So He is turning many from all these things into vital connection with Himself. 

  
    THE SPIRIT OF A SHEPHERD (JT 98)

    Romans 10:18,19; Romans 10:21; Amos 3:1-8; Amos 3:12

    I desire, dear friends, to speak in the spirit of the shepherd. The Scriptures abound with allusions to the shepherd. The idea was abominable to the Egyptians, showing it is not in the world. It is only seen in Christ, and those who are Christs. And so, in serving now, one would exhibit the spirit of the shepherd, who, it is said here by Amos, would rescue from the lions mouth whatever he can. The true shepherd will not let the lion have anything, so that he rescues whatever he can, as it is said here, Two legs, or a piece of an ear. Maybe there are those here over whom the lion has almost secured complete control. Your presence here encourages us for your legs have brought you. That much is an evidence; you have come. And we are hopeful that a part of your ear is still available; were it not so, we might graciously assume you would be elsewhere tonight, listening to some production of this world. Many of us here have been praying about this meeting, and now we are here with a burden on our hearts. You are the occasion of it, you, whom the lion has. We desire you may be recovered wholly from him. The Good Shepherd of the sheep laid down His life to the end that the lion should have none of you, but that He should have you, all of you. The Lord is aiming at getting the whole person. He will have us entirely, but He will take what He can get now. And so, as I said, one may graciously assume that, as you have come, your legs have carried you. His legs, His feet carried Him a long way; indeed it is said here in Romans 10, How beautiful the feet of them that announce glad tidings of peace, of them that announce glad tidings of good things!. These are, pre-eminently, 

    the feet of Jesus, for He walked all the way, so to speak. One who was gained by His grace anointed those feet with myrrh (Luke 7: 38); she, who was a sinner greater than you, than any of us, a sinner in the city, found grace in Jesus. He had carried it a long way to her, and she anointed His feet with myrrh, she washed His feet with her tears and then anointed them. So that if your legs have brought you here now, we may graciously assume that the Lord has those now, and a part of your ear. You have never given the whole of your ears to Christ; you have paid more attention to the voices of this world hitherto. He speaks loudly, we read, so that all may hear, and now the voice goes out to the ends of the earth. But it may be you have never placed yourself within the reach of it. You may have been listening-in, as they call it, listening-in to some voice from the pit maybe! You may have given your ears heartily to these voices from the loud-speakers, which would get your ear even if you did not listen-in, for the enemy uses every effort to get it so that you may be secured wholly for this world. There is the man that speaks froward things, who speaks blasphemous things against Christ, and then there is the woman that flatters with her mouth (Proverbs 2: 12, 16). These all bid for the ears of the young, so that they do not hear the tones of the voice of Christ. But you are here tonight, as I said, and one would graciously assume that your ear is open now. 

    So I read in Romans 10 to remind you that you have already heard. Evangelisation today is to those who have heard; there are those who attempt to go to the heathen world, where Christ has not been named, but with little result. That was Pauls aim, showing that the position has changed now. His labours were not where Christ has been named (Romans 15: 20), a very difficult matter involving suffering we are not acquainted with now. Not where Christ has been named, 

    those were Pauls labours over a very wide area, as he says, From Jerusalem, and in a circuit round to Illyricum he has fully preached the glad tidings of the Christ. Our work is to those who have heard. Have they not heard?. Israel had heard. So today, there is no one who has not heard in a literal sense, and on account of this God holds you peculiarly responsible. This is what I wish to press upon you: All the day long I have stretched out my hands unto a people disobeying and opposing, both His hands, showing how much God was in it in His overtures of grace to His earthly people. Now that applies at the present time, dear friends. God is still holding forth His hands in christendom, in spite of the hardness, the indifference, the blasphemy against Christ, and the sink of iniquity that exists in Christendom, things equal to any that ever existed in heathendom. God is nevertheless maintaining His own dispensation of grace. He is standing forth tonight in thousands of places, stretching forth His hands to a disobeying and opposing people, shall I say? Well, it is for you to answer! Brought up in a godly household, brought up even to attend spiritual meetings, where Jesus has been named with affection, not in a formal religious way, these advantages you have had, and still your heart is as a stone. You have not yet bowed; you come in the class of a people disobeying and opposing. All the day long; and so it is, I have stretched out my hands tonight, so full of grace! As Christ began to preach, according to Luke 4: 22, He was full of grace. In His very reading of the Scriptures, and the manner in which He sat down, there was the expression on Gods behalf of grace. He was anointed by God, He was everything Himself that He was to announce in the power of the anointing, and so He is still: the Christ crucified, the Christ glorified, the Christ seated at the right hand of God, whatever way He is presented. One of the most remarkable things is that grace is reigning, that is, it is dominant, there are no limitations to it; it is grace in the most absolute way, so that the neediest, the blackest sinner may be the subject Of grace. Indeed, in the gospels the Lord singles out the worst people, so that afterwards no sinner should hesitate. God is holding out His hands, in spite Of a people disobeying and opposing. Peter says, Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in the Spirit, in which also going he preached to the spirits which are in prison, heretofore disobedient, when the longsuffering Of God waited in the days Of Noah while the ark was preparing, 

    1 Peter 3: 18 - 20. It was a time of disobedience, as the present, a time in which few were saved. God was making overtures in a righteous man, an ark-builder, striving with men. And so it is, dear young people, we are here to emphasise in your ears the dominance of grace; it is that power on the throne that overcomes the greatest guilt, the worst possibly conceivable; that repentance and remission Of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24: 47), the worst possible place on earth then. That is how it stands, and it has been going On all these years. You have heard, but your heart remains unmoved, you are still outside the realm of grace, you have elected to remain there. Presently the hour Of it will have gone for ever! Ye shall begin to stand without and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, open to us; and he answering shall say to you, I know you not whence ye are: then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten in thy presence and drunk, and thou hast taught in our streets; and he shall say, I tell you, I do not know you whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers Of iniquity, Luke 13: 25 - 27. He does not say that now, He knows all about you, and He is here, in me, to convict you, that you may be saved. Preaching is to bring home the truth in the power Of the Spirit, to bring about repentance, for there is no hope apart from it. 

    So in Amos He says, Hear this word that Jehovah hath spoken against you, children of Israel. Now you see how God is dealing with a people that had had immense privileges, and now they are going to be dealt with according to their advantages. I speak warningly. God will deal with you presently according to your advantages. Yours will be a far more serious matter than that of the dark heathen in Africa. Then He begins to ask questions through Amos, who is a sort Of representative prophet. It is a divine way to ask questions: Shall two walk together except they be agreed?. Now what about this? You sit down at your fathers table in the morning, you go to business with him maybe, and you are on good terms with your mother, your brothers and sisters. But what about this, are you really agreed? You see, down below, in spite of apparent family affection, there is a radical disagreement. You are On a different road from theirs. How can you walk with them? Presently the cleavage will become wider, you are on the broad way and they are On the narrow way. At the table they talk about Jesus, they love Him; it is irksome to you. You would rather read the newspaper, Or a novel. You bear with it, maybe, but underneath there is a disagreement. You are taking the broad way that leads to destruction. It means for you separation for ever, like that rich man Of whom we read, And in hades lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he sees Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom (Luke 16: 23), with no possibility of ever reaching him, for there is a great chasm fixed, it is impassable! How serious it is! 

    Then there are other questions here, as you will observe. Will a lion roar in the forest when he hath no prey?. What about this, what about the noise of the lion? Your parents hear. The lion may not have you altogether, but it is said, Your adversary the devil as a roaring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour, 1 Peter 5: 8. Wake up, young man, you may not know it, but this is the position. And then again, Can a bird fall in a snare upon the earth when no gin is laid for him?. You see all this alludes to the catching of souls by the world system. You have no wings, you have not even your sins forgiven, and the snare is set for you. He does not catch anything that has wings; you see, the Christian has wings. Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid?. That is another matter. The trumpet of God has been blown, thank God, and some are afraid; so the Lord says, Fear not those who kill the body and after this have no more that they can do. But I will shew you whom ye shall fear: Fear him who after he has killed has authority to cast into hell; yea, I say to you, Fear him, Luke 12: 4, 5. The trumpet is blowing tonight, will you not hear, will you not be afraid? Not that God would bring terror into your heart, yet He would terrorise you that He might save you! For there is revealed wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety, and unrighteousness of men holding the truth in unrighteousness, Romans 1: 18. Indeed, in Christians the mark of piety is that they fear God, but you go about with your head lifted up as though there were no God. 

    These questions are very searching, but I would especially press this, as to whether you are ready to meet God. What about it? Terror shall surely set hold of you. Instead of that gracious countenance of which I have spoken, the heavens and the earth shall flee away from His countenance. How can you meet God, in Christ, thus? As Luther said, The judge of all mankind appears. The dead, great and small, we are told, stand before Him (Revelation 20: 12). You are not allowed to escape. May God work in your conscience; now the trumpet sounds! 

    And so there are other things here, but I want to come to the shepherd. You will observe in Amos 3: 12 it says, Like as the shepherd rescueth out of the jaw of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be rescued that sit in Samaria in the corner of a couch, and upon the damask of a bed. I have been speaking of the shepherd spirit. I want now to call attention to the energies of the shepherd; although the setting of this prophecy is in magnificence, it is in relation to a people who are reprobate and in Samaria, living in affluence. The allusion to the couch and the bed is a question of luxury. The bed of Damascus is the idea of a rich luxurious resting place. That is, enjoying the mercies of God, enjoying luxury, and leaving God out, leaving the Creator out. It may be you are striving for this very thing, young man or young woman. You have had before you a position in this world, a well-furnished house in time, and so on. It is the present world, the world of luxury; the standard of living is very different from what it used to be in the memory of many of us; many are going into debt, to live in luxury, living on the future. They are going to sleep, and leaving God out. Satan will rock them to sleep in their luxury. God has not changed one whit: man may become luxurious, a rich man aspires to great things, but God has not changed. He has fixed the time of His grace, and He keeps on at it. 

    The Lord is here in great solicitation to get your soul and rescue you from the lions mouth, for that is where you are. David, you will remember, the great type of Christ, took the lamb from the lion and the bear (1 Samuel 17: 34 - 36). The shepherd will have you entirely, not only your legs or your ear. It was a dual attack. We know the Lord has us entirely, we belong to Him; for us He has slain the lion and the bear, but not for those who have not faith. Satan still goes about and he has got you. David took the whole lamb, and slew the lion and the bear; that is Christ in fulfilment. But we are trying to get you now, in a humble way. Will you not give Him your ear tonight? Listen to His voice, accept the offers of mercy and forgiveness: Through this man remission of sins is preached to you, and from all things from which ye could not be justified in the law of Moses, in him every one that believes is justified, Acts 13:38, 39. 

    All these things, and more are offered to you. Will you not have Him? Will you not give your ears to Christ? He will then have your whole person, now, and for eternity! 

  
    SECRET THINGS (WJH 9)

    Deuteronomy 29:29; Amos 3:1-8; Deuteronomy 27:14,15, Deuteronomy 27:24

    One would say a few words in relation to what is secret. The Scriptures indicate that great mysteries are in process of unfolding in our day. Mystery marks both the activities of God, and the activities of evil. Indeed, It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a thing. From the incoming of sin into the universe, many divine activities have been in mystery and we are living in a moment when the mystery of God is about to be completed. The Book of Revelation speaks of the time of the sounding of the trumpet of the seventh angel, when the mystery of God will be completed. That is to say, as I understand it, the great mystery as to why the Omnipotent, the blessed and only Potentate, has ever allowed another will to assert itself against Him. When the seventh angel sounds, the last divine judgment on the world, the mystery of God is completed. What a mystery it has been to mens minds, and perhaps to angels, that One Who, we know, is omnipotent, should allow anyone to assert his will against God. It is a mystery, but it is soon to be completed. 

    Then we have the great thought of the mystery of piety, (1 Timothy 3: 16), Great says the Apostle, is the mystery of piety. God has been manifested in flesh. What a wondrous mystery, known to piety, to those who have to do with God and fear Him, namely, that God has been manifested in flesh. Unknown to this world, to the unregenerate, seen and hated of men, cast out of the world as worthless, but the great mystery of piety is that God has been here in Jesus, and we are in the secret of that mystery as the treasure of our hearts, which holds us in attachment to Christ, now and for ever. 

    And then the Apostle speaks of the mystery of which he was a minister; the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory, (Colossians 1: 27). Christ is being formed in the hearts of the saints, particularly those of Gentiles in Colossians, also Jew and Gentile, one body, as in Ephesians  a great mystery, the place that the Church has in relation to Christ. 

    The Apostle also says, Behold I show you a great mystery, we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, (1 Corinthians 15: 51, 52). God is about to bring that mystery into completion. He is going to secure His people from the grave as well as those who are living, for Christ. 

    On the other hand, Satan is working in mystery, the mystery of iniquity (2 Thessalonians 2: 7.). 

    It was begun by the serpent, inserted into the moral being of men, the desire to be as gods; and that mystery of evil already works, the Apostle says, until it comes to its head in a man who takes Gods place publicly on earth. Then it is no longer mystery. When God and Christ are displaced in this world publicly, the mystery is out. The secret workings of evil have ever been to usurp the place of God. How little men know it! What a mystery it is, but it already works. Then, dear brethren, Satan has another mystery in that which bears the name of Christ in the great profession of Christianity, the mystery of Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots, the abomination of the earth, (Revelation 17: 5). This also is a great mystery. Mystery says the Spirit of God, but soon to be manifested  the mother of harlots and abominations. 

    Well it is with these thoughts in mind that I would like to say a word or two about what is secret in both connections  in connection with what is good secretly, and in connection with what is evil secretly, that our souls might move in relation to one as coming into the blessed secrets of heaven, and that we might separate ourselves more than ever from the other as that which is secretly evil. 

    The closing words of Moses to Israel, part of which we have read, correspond to the present moment when the Lords ministry to the assembly is about to close. He says, The secret things belong unto the Lord our God, but those things that are revealed, belong unto us and to our children for ever. That is to say, Moses closed his ministry by calling attention to the fact that there are the secret things which do not belong to us, which we will never understand, but on the other hand, there are the revealed things which belong to us and to our children for ever. We stand today in a similar position in the ministry the Lord has given in recent times, making clear that there are the hidden things, the secret things which are not ours. I believe many Christians thought that everything there was in existence spiritually, as to God, had been disclosed, but the Lord has made clear that there are the hidden things, and it is well to take this truth into our hearts, so that we might have an ever-increasing sense of the greatness of God and of Christ. 

    It is clear that there is a realm outside of the heavens and the earth, the abode of Deity from which God humbles Himself to look on the heavens, an uncreated realm, where God resides, so that it is an act of humiliation from that altitude to look on the heavens as well as the earth, but that realm is hidden. No creature ever enters there, no seraph, no cherub, no archangel, no mere man  ever could enter there, but, dear brethren, it exists, and it is for us to recognise that God is eternally invisible, Whom no-one has ever seen or is able to see, to Him be glory for ever and ever! How well for our hearts to recognise that the form of God is hidden, no creature has ever seen it or ever will. Scripture shows that there is the form of God, but outside the range of the creatures eye. It is hidden. Then the relationship between Divine Persons in the past eternity is hidden. Scripture makes clear that Divine Persons were distinct from eternity, that there was glory in that realm where Divine Persons abode from eternity, and that love pervaded all. Scripture makes clear that there was equality between Divine Persons there, but there remains what is hidden, as being beyond the creature, and it is well for us to accept this in the spirit of worship, as realising how infinite God is. Then Who the Son is remains hidden. No one knows Who the Son is. It is well to take into our hearts that besides all we do know and love, and which we worship in the light of, there is what is unknowable in the Son. He has a name written which no man knows but Himself. One of His garments is a cloud. He is clothed in a cloud, indicating inscrutability. As to HIS own personal glory and greatness, there is something there that is hidden and remains hidden from every creature for eternity, but there is what is revealed, and that is ours. The coming of Christ into manhood, has brought God into revelation; the only-begotten Son Who is in the bosom of the Father, He has revealed Him. Scripture makes clear that the distinctive glory that attaches to God stands connected with the Father  Unto us there is one God, the Father. That stands for ever. The Son and the Holy Spirit have accepted the place of service to God, while retaining ever their place in the Deity. This is for us  part of what is revealed, and it belongs to us. Thus God is known to us, for He has disclosed to us in Christ in manhood, all that can be disclosed of Himself. Solomon speaks in his song of Our land  a most wonderful suggestion. There is a land that Christ says to the assembly is ours  where the voice of the turtle is heard  the Spirits voice is heard  and where the Lord shares, with His own, everything that it is possible for us to know and enjoy, even the knowledge of His Father and His God. 

    He says, I ascend to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God. I believe that is the limit of what is revealed. We are on the boundary of the Infinite there. Beyond that is the sphere above all the heavens where Jesus as Man has gone, far above all heavens, but He brings His own into Our land to share everything that can be shared by men, even to the knowledge of His Father and our Father, His God and our God. So that the revealed belongs to us. There is a great range of what is revealed that is ours and our childrens, while we recognise that there are also the hidden things beyond the range of the creature eternally  the secret things. 

    Now, I would say a little about the passage in Amos. There we have this wonderful word that the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets. I would like to commend that word to us. He will do nothing. If He brings evil into the city  (for He says, Shall there be evil in a city and the LORD hath not done it?)  or whatever the Lord does, He will do nothing without revealing His secret to His servants the prophets  a most complete statement. 

    Now, what a place the prophetic ministry has. The Lord says He will do nothing but He will tell the prophets. What is greatly needed is room for the prophetic ministry today, because thus we learn what the Lord is doing. He will not keep one secret from his prophets, and the prophetic ministry is to help us so that we come into the secret of what God is doing. The greatest thing we could know is what God is doing. People talk about what the dictators of Europe are doing, what America is doing, but what is God doing? Is the omnipotent doing nothing? How impossible! What a suggestion that God is not active! He must be active. All His creatures are active, even the tiniest insect. Is not the creator of all the ends of the earth active? He must be active, and He will do nothing but He tells His secrets to His servants, the prophets. That runs through Scripture. If God is going to destroy the ante-diluvian world, He tells Noah that there are 120 years left ere the judgment falls. God tells His prophet He is going to overthrow Sodom and Gomorrah. He says of Abraham His prophet, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? If He is going to take His people out of Egypt, He speaks to His prophet Moses, telling him what he is doing. If He will provide a king for His people, one upon whom His eye has been, He will tell Samuel to go down, to the house of Jesse. If He is going to call for a famine for 32 years  that there will be neither rain nor dew, He will tell Elijah. If he is going to take Elijah to heaven, then He tells Elijah, and indeed Elisha and the sons of the prophets share in the knowledge. If He is going to leave His earthly people for 70 years in captivity He tells His prophet Jeremiah. He will do nothing but what He tells His prophets. If, as the God of the heavens, He foresees the deterioration of the Gentile world till it is part of iron and part of clay, He will tell Daniel the prophet His secret. If He will bring Jesus into this world, He will tell Anna the prophetess, He will tell Simeon, a man who is near Him. Indeed, dear brethren, He will do nothing but He will tell His secret to His servants the prophets. I am sure that ere the Lord comes to take the Church, His prophets will know what He is doing. I am not saying they will put any dates to this great matter, but His prophets will know what He is doing, and if we heed the prophetic word, we shall get the gain of it. The thing that matters is to hear His word, to be in touch with what God is doing. He always has those to whom He will tell what He is doing, and their business is to utter the prophetic word and ours to receive it; so that we may be preserved. For by a prophet He brought His people out, and by a prophet they were preserved. Ezekiel looked on a valley of dry bones, all separated one from another. The word came, Shall these bones live? and God says Prophesy, and as he prophesied bone came to its bone and skin and sinews and flesh, and there stood up a great army here for God through the prophetic word. That is what we need. Where there is disunity, where bones are scattered about, the prophetic word would bring bone to his bone, and bring also skin and flesh. But still it says there was no breath, and God says, Prophesy again, son of man, and the wind, the breath of life from God, came upon them, and there was a living state by the prophetic ministry. I would urge that we do not set aside what God is saying in this day, as if it did not mean something. It has in view that we should be preserved, that we should be intelligent as to what God is doing, that bone should come to his bone and that there should be life amongst Gods people and not merely what is formal. 

    There is much more that is secret that God would promote. The Lord indicates the gain of praying in secret, a much needed exercise at the present time. It stands over against long prayers publicly. One great bane amongst the saints, one of the greatest destroyers of spiritual life in the meetings for prayer is long prayers publicly but what is needed is long prayers secretly. I think we could say without much fear that long prayers publicly often disclose short prayers privately. Long prayers privately will make us brief publicly. Let us not apply this to another, for it is one of the greatest weaknesses among us. The Lord indicates the gain of praying in secret. Go into your chamber and shut the door and pray to your Father Who sees in secret. We may spend hours thus, if we can. But can we? Who would not admit his weakness in secret prayer? The Lord would promote it. He would also promote giving in secret, not letting our right hand know what our left hand does. Giving in secret is entirely according to Gods desire, and your Father which sees in secret will reward you openly, because what is done in secret does not redound to the credit of the person who does it in the eyes of his fellows; it is only for the eye of God. 

    I would say a word on the other side as to what is in secret in relation to evil. The passage I read from Deuteronomy 27: 15, indicates what God thinks of those who secretly set up idols, for a curse was pronounced on those who made a graven or molten image and set such up secretly. This is a matter that we must face urgently if we want the blessing of God. As God comes into the secret chambers of our hearts, he looks round for images that are set up secretly. Of course, we do not set them up publicly, but the apostle John recognises the danger of idolatry, and so does Paul, so both speak of this to the saints; not to heathen, not to unbelievers, but to Christians. Let us allow the Lords eye to look into the secrets of our lives. Are there any molten or graven images, the work of the craftsman, set up there? That we are controlled by what we love, can be taken as absolutely true, and in the last days the apostle makes clear there would be many things seeking the love of mens hearts. In the last days it says, there shall be perilous times, men shall be lovers of themselves. Self set up, the object of the heart, everything made subservient to it  an a idol; lovers of money, the root of all evil, an idol that displaces God; lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. Gods worshippers are lovers of God, but who will deny that devotees of pleasure abound, and are we free? Time and strength and money that the precious interests of Christ should have are often devoted to pleasure. God help us to face this, and add our Amen as to what God thinks of idolatry! The word is, unto us there is one God  the Father, and one Lord Jesus Christ. Let us allow the scrutiny of the divine eye to search us, for the cases of sorrow that arise among us, I fear, have their roots in idolatry. John says, Children keep yourselves from idols. So that we have to take account of the secret setting up of idols. 

    Then we have this word, Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour secretly. A very serious matter. There are times when smiting is necessary; when one prophet said to another, Smite me. There was a time when Paul the apostle smote Peter, but he did it to his face; not secretly. He warns the Corinthians about whisperings. Whisperings are things said in secret which God hates. The Lord when on trial said, In secret have I said nothing, I ever spake openly. That is, as to what He had to say about Caesar and about men, He did not whisper it. He said, I ever spake openly and in secret I have said nothing. Many of the sorrows that we are facing at this time lie in secret smitings. The Spirit of God warns us that in conflict we must not smite secretly. No hand must touch what is secret in conflict, or such a hand must be cut off. This warning is specially addressed to women, though we all need it. There is a tendency, and especially with sisters, in conflict to attack through what is secret, and Gods judgment will come upon such as do this. There is that which is secret in many lives which God has covered, and in conflict let no one uncover it, for Gods judgment will come upon such. When matters have to be faced, let us come into the open. God loves to have things in the light. 

    We were speaking about the Lord not allowing any package to pass through the temple. I appeal to anyone who has a package, something that is covered, which is being brought into the temple, to see that the Lord will not suffer it; He resents it. Gods holy eye, and the eye of Christ is on that package. I would appeal to every heart to take such packages out. Better to have to go out yourself than attempt to bring a package into the house of God, which He will not suffer. 

    That is all I had in mind. While recognising there is that which is beyond the creature eternally, there is also a vast domain that the Lord would bring before us, even to the edge of the infinite, where we bow down before God in holy worship. Think of eternity, and there is sufficient to fill every heart with eternal joy and satisfaction in what is revealed! 

    There is the promise of the Lord that He will do nothing but He will reveal His secrets to His servants the prophets, that what the Lord is doing right up to the rapture He will tell His prophets. Prophetic ministry is to bring us into the light and the protection and blessedness of what God is doing. 

    Then there is secret prayer and secret giving, both acceptable to God and to the Father, Who sees in secret. There is the curse on secret idols, and Let all the people say ‘Amen. There is the curse on smiting anyone secretly, and judgment on touching what God has covered. There is no one exempt from the necessity of facing these matters. It says, Let all the people say, ‘Amen. 
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    AMOS 4 (JND 38)

    Amos 4

     4. Bring your sacrifices every morning, and your tithes after three years. I am disposed to think that the direction as to tithes in Deuteronomy is wholly different from that in Leviticus 27 and Numbers 18. In that case they were given to the Levites wholly, and they gave a tenth to the priests. But in the direction in Deuteronomy, they take it up to where Gods name is, to eat it there. The object is to centralise their faith in Jehovah, and that in connection with joy and grace. The same principle is strikingly shown in Deuteronomy 16 as Tithe-feasts. And, though a king is referred to, the desired idea is the people walking rightly under Jehovah, with a judge if needed, and a priest. With a view to this, they carried a tithe of their own part of the fruit, and ate it, inviting others  the Levite among them. It was a way of disposing of a part of their produce, in rejoicing, and showing grace before Jehovah. They paid their rent thus to Jehovah for their land, but in joy and gladness, in grace from Him, and with the poor, yet feeding their families with it. They feasted in grace around Jehovah. 

    The tithing of the third year (a special institution of Deuteronomy also, confirming this view of the one already spoken of) was, on the other hand, to be eaten in their own gates, and the poor and the Levite, etc., to be invited. This is only found in Deuteronomy 14 and 26, and in the chapter now before us. It was not the ecclesiastical obligation, but the walk of the people with Jehovah, in joy and grace. Jehovah then blessed them, giving them abundant increase. The same spirit is shown in the year of release; chapter 15  not to grudge. Compare even what was given to the priests distinctly, in Deuteronomy 18:4; compare also chapter 26: 10, 11. 

    But there is still a difficulty connected with it which tends to throw a doubt on the preceding. The firstling of the herd (Exodus 13) was consecrated and sacrificed. It is not among what is given to the priests in Deuteronomy 18. But, in Deuteronomy 15, they are sanctified to Jehovah, and they were to eat them before Jehovah in the place Jehovah should choose, year by year. Yet they were (Exodus 13:15) sacrificed; so in Deuteronomy 15:21. They must thus have been a peace-offering. The careful bringing up to the place the Lord should choose is very evident in Deuteronomy. 
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    AMOS 5 (SUBSTANCE OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Amos 5: 18 - 27

    The very fact that God sent a prophet to Israel showed that He had not given them up. There is a remnant spoken of in verse 15, Hate evil, and love good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that Jehovah, the God of hosts, will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. The main burden of this prophet is that the people should seek Jehovah; and so now the great thing is that the Lord should be sought; He can be sought, though as we were seeing, He is glorified in heaven. We carry about with us what God says cannot be subject (Romans 8: 7), and so we must always judge it. 

    Woe unto you that desire the day of Jehovah! To what end is the day of Jehovah for you? (verse 18). The people had not offered sacrifices for forty years but were carrying idolatrous gods (verses 25 - 27). The whole professing body today professes to want the kingdom of God to come when they have not the slightest intention of giving up their own wills. To what end is the day of Jehovah for you? The Scriptures anticipate everything that men are likely to say or to do. Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in this time; for it is an evil time (verse 13). It shows that there is power in silence sometimes, that we are not always to be denouncing what is evil; it is better sometimes to be silent as to what is wrong. We should be exponents of what is right, and that is the most powerful rebuke of what is wrong; God has pleasure in what is right, Let judgment roll down as waters, and righteousness as an ever-flowing stream (verse 24). The offerings of Israel were accompanied by a moral state that made them offensive to God. They were imitating the choicest period in the time of David, but they did not feel the condition Godward. It is an exercise for us all to be genuine in all that we take up as service. Going on with God will preserve us. We ought to have as clear a judgment as Amos had, of the evil in the christian profession before the judgment comes. A plentiful supply of judgment and righteousness should mark the people of God. We should feel much more than we do the state of the church  it is not grieved at; how few there are to mourn over the state of the church. Those who are near to Christ must do so. You cannot appreciate what the ruin is until you get out of it. The remnant is spoken of as the remnant of Joseph (verse 15) because he has the ten tribes largely in view. They had set up idolatry as a system of worship and it was their destruction. And so it is today, and it is not felt as being contrary to God, as contrary to what was set up in the power of the Spirit at the beginning. That say ... Come to Bethel, and transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgression (chapter 4: 4). If we took it to heart we should cleave more to the Lord and value more what is spiritual. 

    Chapter 7 is very important as showing how the Lord acted with His servant so that Amos might be in accord with His own thoughts. 

  
    DIVINE NAMES (7) (JT 50)

    Genesis 2:4 - 25; Isaiah 40:28 - 31; Amos 5:14 - 17

    JTWe looked at the title Jehovah on the last occasion on which we met together in relation to this subject, Divine Names. We considered Jehovah and Jah. We noticed with considerable interest at the end of the meeting that the idea of a memorial was attached to that title, God saying, This is my name forever, and this is my memorial unto all generations, Exodus 3:15. The idea of a memorial is carried through the Old Testament, the Psalms particularly, and it is now thought that we should look at Jehovah again, only in its compound connections. It is thought that we should finish the consideration of the Old Testament at this session with a view to looking later at certain titles in the New Testament that have not yet been touched on, titles, especially, of the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

    But before reading the Scriptures it might be well to remark that there are several divine titles that we shall not have time to look at, but they are particularly titles that stand related to Jehovah, such as the pronoun He, which is used, as many of us know, either rendered He or the Same. It is employed several times in the Old Testament and very significantly as calling attention to essential, unchangeable Deity, an idea that ought to be in our minds as in a changeable world. The first mention of it is in Deuteronomy 32:39, I believe, and we are there directed in a note to several passages in which it appears. Another name that God takes in the Old Testament is Jealous, Exodus 34:14, very significant, too, warning us against idolatry. 

    In considering the name Jehovah, inclusive of Jah, I believe we touch the very heart of the Old Testament. We cannot say that it is not a relative name, but it is less relative than the others; all the other names are distinctly relative, but Jehovah is accompanied with such suggestions as I AM that I AM and the Same and Jah which is said to be an abbreviation of the name Jehovah, but I believe it carries a more spiritual suggestion. The fact that Jehovah is distinctly Gods memorial would, no doubt, include the title Jah: This is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations, Exodus 3:15. In this we are in the presence of God as nearly in the abstract as could be in Old Testament times. And it is mentioned first in this compound in our chapter, Genesis 2 Jehovah Elohim. The brethren no doubt have observed how frequently the compound tide is used in this chapter and the next chapter. God impressing us with His own essential interest in man, not simply a governmental interest, but an essential interest. When the Lord Jesus saw a man that was blind, as we read in John 9, the disciples inquiring as to whether the man had sinned or his parents, He said, Neither has this man sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him, John 9:3; and in curing his blindness the Lord spat on the ground, which, I think, points to the essential interest of God in man, not governmentally, because if it were a governmental thought it would be that he had sinned or his father had sinned. It is neither, it is Gods essential interest, that the works of God should be manifested in men. 

    ARIn Genesis 1 you get the general idea of the creation, whereas in Genesis 2 you get Gods thoughts concentrated, do you, in relation to man; the garden of Eden and man in it? 

    JTIt is man right through, except that the cattle and fowl are brought to him, not so much to call attention to them but to see what he would call them, to bring out what a creature he was, and what pleasure God had in him. He did not tell Adam what to call them, but, Jehovah Elohim ... brought them to Man, to see what he would call them; and whatever Man called each living soul, that was its name. It is a question of man, and Gods pleasure in him. 

    JSWould headship be seen there? 

    JTYes, God would bring out what intelligence His great creature had. I think we should begin with Jehovah in this connection  God not telling us here what the name means, as He does in Exodus, but the name is connected with all this; it is God essentially, the word Jehovah here prefixing the word Elohim, the creational name. We see that man is the supreme object with Him. 

    ABPIs that supported by Genesis 2:5: and there was no man to till the ground, as though the creation could not be complete without the man? 

    JTThat is the thought there, I am sure. So that we have immediately the formation of Adam. But a mist went up from the earth, and moistened the whole surface of the ground. And Jehovah Elohim formed Man  that is, we have the idea of moisture before we get the idea of formation, which you do not get in chapter 1, because it is simply creation in chapter 1. 

    ABPWhat is the meaning of that? 

    JTI think the moisture would be an allusion to the Spirit  not very pronounced. In the light of the New Testament, you cannot help connecting the Holy Spirit with it. 

    JSAre both Jah and El used as prefixes? 

    JTYes. El is sometimes used with Shaddai as a compound in order to stress power in the Deity. 

    RWSWould you say something about formed? Jehovah Elohim formed man as over against creating him. 

    JTWell, I think the word, as it is set in Scripture, usually alludes to ornamentation, or beauty in some sense. He formed Man, dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and Man became a living soul. That is, this is Jehovah Elohim. Elohim alone, you might say, would be simply creation, 

    as in chapter 1, although you have the word make in chapter 1. 

    FHLThe thought of Jehovah Elohim is also connected with the building of the woman, is it not? 

    JTQuite so, it is remarkable how the title is repeated in chapters 2 and 3. 

    ANWYou have not the breath in chapter 1. Jehovah Elohim is nearer to man in chapter 2 apparently than in chapter 1. He breathes into him. 

    JTThere is a personal link in the breathing? It is not that we should say God lives by breath as we do, but it brings out the personal touch in the formation of man. Divine breath is a very interesting subject in itself. This is the first mention of it. Based on it, Adam is said to be of God. There is the idea of generation in that. The book of Job has the breath of God several times. We have the breath of God causing the ice, pointing undoubtedly to death, that in which Christ was. And we have the breath of God igniting the eternal fire of hell in the prophet Isaiah 30:33. And then we may say we have the breath of God at Pentecost, in the violent blowing or breathing. No doubt Gods personal interest in man in the gift of the Spirit is implied. 

    JSWould you say also in Johns gospel? 

    JTWell, I was going to speak of John 20; you have it in John 3:8 under the term wind. It is less personal there, but in John 20:22 it is directly personal; the Lord breathed into the disciples. 

    QuesWould the dry ground be more the work of God and the moisture the addition of the Holy Spirit? 

    JTIt is an additional thought and if we are at liberty to speak of it as the Spirit, then we would have to link it on with the Spirit in a personal sense in chapter 1, where it is said He was hovering over the face of the waters. This is again a personal idea; it brings in the feelings of God as to what existed. In chapter 1 we have no moisture in the earth mentioned. The earth is simply brought up out of water in chapter 1; it had been in the water, but it is brought up out of it; but now there is a mist out of itself. Jehovah Elohim had not caused it to rain upon the earth  But a mist went up from the earth, and moistened the whole surface of the ground. It is a subjective thought. The mist is said to have gone up from the earth and moistened the whole surface of the ground. 

    CAMIt would seem to confirm the thought of formation. It seems to go with that. The Spirit looked at in that way in connection with chapter 1 is striking. It seems to enter on this idea of forming in chapter 2. 

    JTI think it could be worked out in Johns gospel. The Holy Spirit is seen first of all, symbolised in the dove. It is said the Lord baptised with the Holy Spirit in that connection. And then in chapter 3 we have the Spirit under the symbol of wind, not issuing from a person but acting by Itself. That is, no one can say anything as to the source of the wind; we do not know. It is part of the creational condition, but it blows where it lists; that is, it is sovereign in its action, and so the Lord says, thus is every one that is born of the Spirit, John 3:8. That which is born of the Spirit is spirit; there is no thought of water yet as a type of the Spirit. It is wind, but wind in a sovereign way and producing what is of Itself. And then the next great thought is the living water in the believer springing up, John 4:14 and John 7:38. Then we come to the wind again in John 20:22. There the disciples are already formed, and the Lord breathes into them, which is probably an allusion to this passage in Genesis 2. So that Johns gospel opens up the truth of the Spirit as indicated in Genesis 1 and 2. 

    CAMWhat you say opens up a wonderful line of thought. It shows how much there is in the gospel of John because it is an essential line of thought which agrees with Genesis, does it not? 

    JTThat is right; it makes the believer very near to God. The word essential is good, and I think the spitting on the ground carries that thought with it, as to who is there. God was essentially there in the Lord Jesus in that chapter; and Johns gospel brings us nearer to God essentially than any other. 

    CAMSo that this idea of naming things would be a parallel thought to the gospel of John, whether it be God or Adam naming the creatures? 

    JTYes. The Lord is the last Adam in Johns gospel. When He sees Peter He says, Thou shalt be called ..., John 1:42. That is naming; it is what he is to be by formation, not simply material as in Matthew; it is, Thou shalt be called Cephas. The very word that the Lord Himself used is there: Cephas. God essentially is a spirit, and the Spirit works in us to produce what corresponds. That is, that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

    ARLet the earth cause grass to spring up, Genesis 1:11. That is, there is a power in itself to bring forth grass. Now chapter 2 is that the moisture comes up from the earth of itself. I suppose, like Johns gospel, the work of God appears by itself. 

    JTQuite so; the Lord said to the disciples as the Samaritan woman had gone, Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest, John 4:35. That is, the fields were yielding. Others have laboured, He says. It is not their immediate work at all; the earth brings forth fruit of itself, as we get elsewhere. As the seed is sown in good soil the subjective work goes on, Mark 4:26 - 29. 

    QuesDo you also see that thought developed in the day of Pentecost? You have a violent impetuous blowing, and in turn they are all filled with the Holy Spirit. 

    JTWe have been speaking of that; it conveys, I believe, a personal idea only it is very powerful. It is breathing. It is not wind in the ordinary sense (see note in New Translation). Breathing implies wind, of course, but it is wind coming through the lungs, as it were, and it suggests the personal idea in the gospel in the coming in of the Holy Spirit. 

    AATI notice in John 20:21 the Lord speaks of sending the disciples forth: As the Father sent me forth, I also send you. And having said this, he breathed .... Are the breathing and the sending forth connected? 

    JTYes. Representation is in mind. As the Father sent me the Lord says. That implies that the Father was represented in Christ here. Now He says, I also send you. And having said that He breathed into them; meaning they are to be truly representative of Him. For this they were to have His Spirit, and in this personal way. It is not simply the general thought of the Holy Spirit given, but the breath of Christ. Hence He commits to them confidentially the power to remit sins or retain sins; so that He is thoroughly represented here in those in whom He had confidence. It is a stabilisation of the position, trustworthy persons authorised to forgive the sins of some and retain the sins of others. What is done down here is ratified in heaven; but it must be in trustworthy persons, and only those who have the Spirit of Christ are trustworthy. 

    JTJrIs that the allusion in Romans 8? Would the Spirit of Christ there be characteristic of the saints? 

    JTQuite so. But if any one has not the Spirit of Christ he is not of him, Romans 8:9. There is no true representation of Christ unless you have the Spirit of Christ. 

    ARGod put Adam in the garden to till it and guard it. That would suggest trustworthiness, would it not? 

    JTQuite so; that is the next thing. Man is formed; he becomes a living soul by the breath of God. That should make him trustworthy. The angels had not all proved trustworthy. He charged some of them with folly. And now, is man going to be trustworthy? There is no record that God ever breathed into any creature before, and here is something to be arrived at. Is Adam going to be faithful? Is he going to be trustworthy? 

    EEHIs the answer in Psalm 8? Thou ... hast crowned him with glory and splendour, Psalm 8:5. 

    JTThat is man in Christ. So that all the mind of God awaited the incarnation for fulfilment. The man being placed in the garden brings in another thing, and that is the river. So that now we come not to moisture but a river; a quantity of water under control, within channels and flowing out of Eden into the garden. It becomes four main streams or heads. It is now water in a very powerful and regulated way, carrying the idea of headship in it. 

    JTJrThe allusion there is to Adams being formed, not created, Man whom he had formed, Genesis 2:8. 

    JTYes; so that we are dealing really with Johns gospel here, the enlargement of all this is there. Not exclusively so, but what man is in Johns gospel, and the river flowing out and becoming rivers, so that John 7:38 is rivers. The one river flows into the garden. Eden is a wider area than the garden. The garden is a distinct thing in it, and the water flows out of Eden into the garden, and then it becomes parted. Then you get the full bearing of it. It is four main streams or heads. 

    CAMDo you look at the river as influence? 

    JTWell, it is an influence, but it carries with it the idea of heads. 

    ANWThe primary purpose seems to be or is said to be indeed, to water the garden. 

    JHEWould you get the thought in the man with the pitcher of water, and as following him, what came out? 

    JTThat is a suggestion of it. It is an allusion to ministry, especially in Mark, but it carries with it the idea of water for refreshment and headship too, because the man affords guidance  follow him. 

    CAMYour comparison of the river and the mist helps. It is a very easy to see that there is a difference. 

    ARIs there the idea of headship in all ministry? 

    JTI think so. John is said to be the last book of Scripture written, and morally it is the last; and it is very significant that at the sepulchre you have the handkerchief that was on the Lords head folded up in a distinct place by itself, as much as to say, There is something to be noted in that. Attention is called to the Lords head. In connection with this it is said of the writer of the gospel, he saw and believed, John 20:8. 

    QuesDo you connect the source of the river with headship? 

    JTWell, the idea of headship comes out in the parting. The Spirit coming in at Pentecost, we are told, appeared in the form of parted tongues, meaning that the bearing would be universal. Wherever the river goes it carries the idea of influence for good with it. It becomes four main streams or heads. We have the idea of surrounding; and in the case of Havilah it is said that the gold of that land was good; and that bdellium and the onyx stone were there. 

    AATI wonder why we have the thought of mist now and not rain. The thought of rain does not seem to be introduced, does it? 

    JTNot till the flood. We do not get rain until the flood, a very remarkable thing. Here it is mist and a river. Both are typically subjective ideas. It does not appear as if God is making very much of heaven until after the flood. It is what was here to bring out the goodness of God; what was deposited in the earth itself, where man was. 

    JSJohn 7 would give you rivers, would it not? 

    JTIt does, but it is flowing out; our chapter refers to that. The rivers flow out of the person, the Lord says. He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water, John 7:38. I think it is an allusion to this, because the Lord says, as the scripture has said. You cannot find it literally in Scripture, but you can find it in effect; that is, this passage and others like it, as Proverbs 18:4. 

    QuesIs the thought of living water springing upward the same as the river parting in the garden? 

    JTI think so. The Spirit came in at Pentecost in the form of parted tongues and sat upon each of them, showing that you are not to be limited to yourself. There is to be a flowing out and in the character of tongues, so that all languages are included. It brings out these four rivers or heads covering the whole race, the post-diluvian world. I mean, these rivers mark off the ancient world into which God brought Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. I believe it is from that standpoint that these rivers are to be understood. 

    JSSo that we get the divisional idea too, the divisions of the earth. 

    JTQuite so; you get that after the flood. Moses spoke of the rivers as existing, the deluge had not effaced them. 

    ARWould it be right to say that the Acts of the Apostles substantiate what you are saying; it describes what is here by the Holy Spirit on the earth. You referred to what is after the flood; actually it suggests what is on earth, would it? 

    JTIt brings out that the Holy Spirit branched out into the gentile world, into Europe particularly. These rivers point to the division of the patriarchal and Israelitish world; that is, where Gods testimony was after the flood. 

    CAMAt Philippi the prayer meeting was by the river. Perhaps what was in view was a very extensive opening up of things. 

    JTI think so. The garden was the prime thought. From thence the river was parted and became four main streams, that is you have influence from a favoured centre developed universally, and you can understand that that thought would dominate the world in which Moses wrote. 

    ABPDoes this link on with Ephesians  head over all things to the assembly, Ephesians 1:22? 

    JTI think that comes out in the chapter. Adam is in the great position marked by rivers. In it he must have a helpmate, one suitable to him. 

    JSAnd have we the fulfilment of the antitype in the four gospels alluding to Christ here, the partings: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John? 

    JTYes, four. It is remarkable how that runs through Scripture. God is a universal God. We get Him in the New Testament in that way. God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, 1 Timothy 2:5,6. 

    ANWReferring to the mist again and no rain until the flood, I wondered whether that, perhaps, throws light on what God says to Noah  My spirit shall not always plead with Man, Genesis 6:3. Would that seem to link with it? 

    JTI think it would in the sense that the flood would be end of the striving. The first mention of the Spirit is in chapter 1, and the second mention (in type) is in this chapter  both the mist and the river, and then chapter 6 is the Spirit striving  a very touching thing. It is also touching that the Spirit was hovering over the face of the deep  chaotic conditions  to bring order out of it. In chapter 6 there is the striving with men, and a certain time given  120 years  for that striving. The rain in chapter 7 is judgment  not a type of the Spirit. 

    RemVerses 8 to 14 seem to be a special provision for men. The previous verses are formation, but verses 8 to 14 seem to be God planning a special region that man might be placed in. 

    JTQuite so, and you notice, it is Jehovah Elohim right through. So that He took man and put him into the garden of Eden, Genesis 2:8. Later, Jehovah Elohim ... put him into the garden of Eden, to till it and to guard it, Genesis 2:15. The tilling and the guarding follow the idea of the river. That is, you must have the Holy Spirit to work out all this, which, by extension, would include all our ministry, care meetings, etc. Thus there is a link here with the wider field of the New Testament. 

    ARSWhat is the meaning of the word Eden? 

    JTIt is pleasure. 

    ARSAnd the river has its source there. 

    JTIt has its source there, and it comes into the most favoured spot in it, and flows out from thence, becoming universal from there. 

    ARSThen the river in The Revelation flows from the throne of God. 

    JTYes. It is more governmental there, but still influential for blessing everywhere. 

    RWSIs there a special thought of fertility with the third and fourth rivers? The first and second have a view to a certain area, but of the third and fourth Genesis 2:14 says: the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which flows forward toward Asshur. And the fourth river, that is Euphrates. I wondered if there was some thought of special fertility from that area spiritually, flowing forward towards Asshur? 

    JTI hardly know. The first two surround certain districts, and good from them is indicated. The second two are well known. We know of the great empires that arose from the areas through which they flow. Hiddekel is the Tigris, and is identified as flowing toward Asshur. The Euphrates is seen in Scripture as representing international boundaries. 

    QuesDoes the apostle develop a feature such as we have here in 1 Corinthians 11, where he says, the Christ is the head of every man, but womans head is the man, and the Christs head God, 1 Corinthians 11:3? 

    JTThat is, of course, headship in its graded form, which is only, I should say, provisional. It is not the eternal thought of headship; it is provisional  from God to Christ, and from Christ to the man, and from man to the woman. The full thought of headship is in Ephesians. God gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all, Ephesians 1:22, 23. Our chapter, Genesis 2, is fulness. The first chapter is basic; this is fulness, the working out of chapter 1. 

    WB-wThe garden now evidently is the assembly. Is that the thought? 

    JTThat is the way to look at it. The river flows out of a favoured spot, but the garden is more favoured. The parting takes place there. So that it would very much look like the coming in of the Spirit to those gathered in Jerusalem at Pentecost. 

    WB-wThe whole earth is watered through the assembly in that sense. 

    JTIt is the highest character of testimony. It is not the testimony flowing out from Jerusalem; although it is flowing out from Jerusalem at Pentecost, but it is really flowing out from heaven via the assembly. That is the principle; the testimony after this dispensation will be more an earthly thing, from Galilee according to Matthew, but this is heavenly, the sound came out of heaven. 

    WB-wI notice that of the first two streams, the passage says: surrounds the whole land of Havilah and surrounds the whole land of Cush; and the third flows forward, not surrounding but flowing forward. Those are two different functions of the Spirit. 

    JTYes; you have the circular thought, I suppose, 

    the more restrictive and resultful; whereas the going forward would be going out indefinitely. 

    RemEden would be a general area; whereas the garden seems to be more a circumscribed area. 

    JTYes. Eden is said to be that. It is a district; the garden is in it, eastward in it, showing that it is in the most favoured spot  the east pointing to what is hopeful; and if we look at it in the antitype in the Acts, Judaism was a pleasant place for God, but the assembly is greater, and the universal thought  the Spirit goes out from the assembly, not from Israel. 

    JHEYou were saying Eden means pleasure. I was looking at the announcement in Luke  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men; Luke 2:14. 

    JTGood pleasure in men would mean it is not in Israel simply, but in men. 

    QuesChrist being the Head of every man  would that be in the creational sense? 

    JTYes. But it is only creational in the sense that He has come into the creation as Man. He is the beginning of it  the beginning of the creation of God. We often say, the new creation, but He is the beginning of the creation of God as it is now. He came into it in a mediatorial sense. He represents what God is  all flows out from God to us through Him. The head of man is the Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. 

    ARDoes the idea of this scripture carry forward the thought that God is taking account of us here as representing manhood? 

    JTYes. We must keep the meaning of the title Jehovah before us. It is Jehovah Elohim, that is, Jehovah in the compound. He is coming later on to tell us what Jehovah means. He is not doing it here; that is, He did not tell Abraham what this title meant; He revealed Himself to Abraham as God Almighty, but the word Jehovah was there too; that is, you have the word without its full meaning, but still it is there. God is holding to the principle of His name and as we wait we will get to understand what it means. Faith had to wait until Exodus, until Moses; Moses represents a turning point, because certain conditions existed from Adam to Moses. We get that as regards death. When we come to Moses we get the explanation of this wonderful name but it is already here, and now we can go back and see the force of this chapter. Why does God take this name so early? Why does He not wait until Exodus? But He has pleasure in man, and He is saying in effect, This name covers My relation to him. This pleasure is in Eden. The garden is a supreme thought and Adam is there, and God is telling us that this name will come up presently, and we shall understand it. Now we understand, and we can revel in Genesis 2, as I hope we are doing in some little measure now. It is only in the light of the assembly. Paul says, I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly, Ephesians 5:32. He was speaking of a man and his wife and his children and all that, but he says, I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly, and our chapter finishes with this great thought. 

    JTJrIs the thought of Gods purpose suggested in Genesis 2 before we have the question of good and evil coming up at all? 

    JTThat is right, and the word Jehovah coming in alongside of His purpose. That is, the nearest touch to essential Deity is in Jehovah; it is not opened up yet, but when we come to the opening up of it, we look back and see what light is there in these early chapters of Scripture. 

    WB-wIn Exodus God is taking a people out of the world for His pleasure, not merely to save them but to bring them out for His own pleasure and satisfaction. 

    JTThat is right, showing that separation is required for the disclosure of the divine Name. A certain condition in men is essential to that; that is separation. 2 Corinthians 6 furnishes this condition. 

    CAMSo that the source of the name Jehovah is in Genesis. The opening up comes later on. 

    JTYes. So that we have to be in school, and go through it. There are many things ahead of you and I think that is what is in this book of Genesis. The man that shines specially in the antediluvian world, is Enoch. His name means a man in the school of God. So that we have to be patient in our learning; hence it is said that Enoch was the seventh from Adam. He has gone through the course. 

    CAMHe had such a wonderful vision that he looked right on to the end of the whole history. 

    JTQuite so; he prophesied ... saying. Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, to execute judgment against all, Jude 14,15. 

    APTIn relation to this learning matter, would you link the epistle to the Romans with Genesis in this way? 

    JTIf it is a question of spiritual education, you must go through the curriculum. You must begin with Romans. 

    APTWe need the truth of Romans, the doctrinal side comes to one as converted, as a sinner, leading right up to chapter 5; the whole truth is available, but not always known in the soul. The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit; They are all there, but perhaps not known yet in the soul. Hence we have to go through the full course of instruction. 

    JTThe question of the law has to come up, and Romans covers the whole period from Adam to Moses. That involves the law for it is said that by law is the knowledge of sin. Romans teaches us the knowledge of sin, not only sin in the world, but in ourselves. 

    RemI would like to get a little more help about God bringing these animals and fowl to Adam that he might give them names. There would be a great moral lesson in that. 

    JTIt comes in after the four heads of the river. The river is the basis of this headship, for headship comes out in Adam in the way he names the creatures. Every land animal and every bird  I suppose their names carry down to us today; but he was finally tested in the woman. He could see the birds flying and the land animals walking about and would name them according to what he saw in them but here is an individual he never saw before and there is only one; and God brought her in to him like the others. What will Adam say now? It is to bring out instinctive headship; the power to name things, the wisdom that one may have as to discerning traits in a being, so that you name him rightly. 

    RemThe naming of the woman seems to be spontaneous whereas the naming of the creatures seems to be put upon Adam to see what he would call them. 

    JTYes, here it is And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that He had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man, Genesis 2:21,22. That is all. Then man says, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man, Genesis 2:23. He is bringing in new words now  Ish and Ishshah. He is adding to the divine vocabulary. We have not got a single instance of the names he gave the animals and other creatures or birds, but we have here, the womans name is Ishshah because she was taken out of Ish. He is giving a reason for the name; that is, bringing out that she was taken out of man. 

    ARSAnd that has stood till the present day. 

    JTJrHaving Gods breath thus would shew how great man was; giving character to his whole being  all that he would be. 

    JTJust so. Man is made to live by God breathing into his nostrils the breath of life. It really involves our spirits. The spirit of each as he dies returns to God who gave it, Ecclesiastes 12:7, so that man has his spirit from God directly. 

    ANWAs to the names of Elohim and Jehovah, would not Elohim be nearer essential Deity than Jehovah? 

    JTI think not. Jehovah is He who is  the ever-existing One; corresponding with the Same, He, I am. He who is, and who was, and is to come. It is God in His essential Being, in so far as we may grasp it. Elohim is power. It is the plural of Eloah, which is the idea of power; but it is Deity nevertheless, the Being to be worshipped, as we have seen. Jehovah is not the idea of power; it is essential Being. 

    QuesDo you see set forth here the development of the truth of eternal life? I have been wondering as to all you have been remarking: you have every shrub of the field before it grew  and then Adam being formed and how Jehovah Elohim breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the woman being formed of the man, so that you have: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man, which really goes all the way back to the source who was God. 

    JTWell, yes. Of course, it is life; but eternal life is properly over against death, and there is no death yet in the true sense of the word. Death reigned from Adam to Moses. Adams sleep was a figure of it; but it is not death as a penalty, it is the primary thought. Sleep does not mean death literally. The latter implied that man had to return to dust, which is not the case here. 

    CAMIn that connection I would like to ask a question about verse 21. That was a very helpful remark you just made, because really, death, as we speak of it, had not come in yet, so that verse 21 possibly might be applied to the present position of Christ and the formation of the assembly. You reach a wonderful climax at the end of chapter 2. 

    JTSin is not contemplated in the sleep of Adam. By one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death, Romans 5:12. The next chapter records this. So that Adams sleep is before death. It is Christ and the assembly, apart from sin  the assembly of Him. With these guarding facts before us, we may regard Adams sleep as a foreshadowing of Christs death. 

    CAMIn that sense is it not right to feel that the assembly is being formed in this way? It is going to reach this apart from the question of sin altogether. That is what is taking place at the present time. 

    JTWe have to abstract ourselves and understand what we belong to  the assembly as of Christ; our origin is Christ. There is no previous history at all; no sinful history as contemplated by God. 

    FHLYou never read of Eves dying. 

    APTApart from the prohibition in this chapter 2 in relation to the two trees, there really is no moral issue in the chapter is there? 

    JTThe commandment is there, of course, but it is not violated yet. So that Adam here is a type of Christ as not having to do with sin. 

    APTDoes this great matter enter into the service of God? Would the teaching of this chapter and other New Testament scriptures like it lead us into abstractedness in the realm of Gods thoughts? 

    JTQuite so. So that Scripture says, He that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one, Hebrews 2:11. There is no previous history in that at all. We are of Christ. The Corn of wheat is the beginning of everything in that sense. 

    APTYour remark at the outset in relation to the man in John 9 helps; he really was ready for the assembly, was he not? He was really part of it in that way. 

    JTYes. The flock comes in in the next chapter; one flock and one shepherd. This chapter. Genesis 2, is Jehovah Elohim; that is, it is the first mention of Jehovah, 

    placed here before the idea of God in chapter 1, Elohim. And why is it so? It is clear it is because of this great creature that appeared in the chapter  Gods interest in him. It is a moral lesson for us now, it is Gods interest in us; that is what is meant. What delight God has in His great creature. We cannot compass it save by the teaching of the Spirit. One creature is occupying His mind, and He is concerned with him through this chapter, giving him a wife; Christ and the assembly is in the mind of God. But by extension, it is Gods interest in every person here tonight  that everyone should be free to come to God; that is what this chapter means. 

    And then as coming to our second scripture, in Isaiah 40, it may be said that Isaiah is perhaps the most comprehensive of all the prophets. Each book is divided up into sections. He is, I think, the most comprehensive of all the prophets, and especially in regard to God in His creational relations. In this chapter he begins with the subject, and says many remarkable things about God as the Creator, coming down to the verses read: Dost thou not know, hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not nor tireth? Isaiah 40:28. That is a fine word. Isaiah would bring God into our present circumstances  what the world is becoming. God is sitting on the circle of the earth, he says in this chapter. What are the inhabitants to Him? They are just as the fine dust of the scales, as simply creatures. So that the question is, Dost thou not know, hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not nor tireth? There is no searching of His understanding. He giveth power to the faint. It seems to me it is a wonderful deduction from what we have had in chapter 2 of Genesis, that man is under Gods eye, and how God sets Himself before us as representative of Himself, and we are of Him. What He looks for now is strength in us. 

    JSIsaiah 40:18 would you say? 

    JTYes. To whom then will ye liken God? 

    CAMYou are stressing the creational idea? 

    JTDo you not think we should? It is in this chapter and the next chapter; it is very much stressed in this book. 

    CAMYes, that is what I thought you perhaps had in mind in saying that this prophet is so comprehensive; he really goes on to new creation. 

    JTJrIn the meantime up to this chapter Israel has been created and formed, according to this prophet. 

    JTThat is very suggestive because he covers the whole field of testimony on the earth  right on to new creation from Adam down. He brings God in here in the creational setting, I think in view of our prayer meetings  our prayers; of course, at all times, but especially when we come together for prayer. 

    RWSLooking for strength at all times, would you say? 

    JTYes  strength: but they that wait upon Jehovah shall renew their strength: they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not tire; they shall walk, and not faint, Isaiah 40:31 Esteeming the nations as a drop of the bucket, Isaiah 40:15, would remove all national feelings from our minds. A drop of the bucket is a very small quantity. 

    JTQuite so; national ideas are not worthy of our consideration at all, save as they enter into the government of God. That christians should take them on or make much of them in a mere national way, is surely outside of the range of spirituality. 

    ARWhy does He bring forward His own personality? He says He is the everlasting God who fainteth not nor tireth. 

    JTThat is to encourage us, I think. He is setting Himself before us. If we wait upon Him, we will renew our strength; it is a question of waiting upon Him. They that wait upon Jehovah shall renew their strength: they shall mount up with wings as eagles, Isaiah 40:31. God brought Israel out of Egypt to Himself on eagles wings. We learn from God; in the prayer meetings and in our private prayers, we learn in His presence. In measure, we take on His attributes. 

    ARIs that why he brings out that even the youth might tire? 

    JTYes; characteristically, the most agile and athletic of mankind is a youth, but even he tires. But those that wait upon the Lord do not. 

    CAMI suppose you need eagles wings to understand Johns gospel. The flying eagle idea is in that gospel. 

    JTIt is taking on what God is. I think that is the thought. 

    CNDo you not think therefore that the present ministry that brings God Himself so intimately before us would result in the strength that this chapter refers to? 

    JTI am sure it would; the prophetic ministry brings God to us and then we come to Him. Now there is a very beautiful word in one of the historical books: Jehovah is with you while you are with him. He appeals to us as to that, so that I look abroad on what is happening today  am I with God in it, recognising His rights in the scourging of the profession, of christianity, the nations and humanity as such. And the second thing is that if we are, He is with us; He will see you through. 

    WB-wIn the prayer meeting do we pray to Him as One who is sitting on the circle of the earth? 

    JTWell, we can bring in all these thoughts; they lift us out of the narrowness of national feeling and the like. 

    WB-wWhat does sitting upon the circle of the earth mean? 

    JTIt is a figure; it is a metaphorical thought. He is above it; He is supreme, yet not ignorant and indifferent to what exists; He is looking upon what is transpiring. 

    QuesDo you see an example of this in Paul and Silas in praying, were praising God with singing .... And suddenly there was a great earthquake, Acts 16:25,26? They seemed in those circumstances to have power to bring God in as Creator. 

    JTQuite so; God was brought in there as Creator. He would give power to the position of such servants. We can count upon that in suffering in the testimony. 

    JSWould you regard Isaiah more in regard to what you are saying, as an international prophet instead of a national prophet, his ministry is so great? 

    JTWell, he really lifts us up out of all distinctions of that kind; he lifts us up to life and new creation, making great allowance for Jerusalem in chapter 65. I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy, Isaiah 65:18. It is what God creates in the millennium, the new creation; how it works out in the millennium. 

    FNWWhat are those sections of the book you are referring to? 

    JTWe could not go into that now for want of time. It is a wonderful book and I suppose our brother will be able to look into it by himself. These meetings are just to touch on the truth; as we follow them up individually, we get help. We see how the rivers flow. 

    The third passage read, Amos 5:14 - 17, is to bring out how self-judgment will take place in the Jewish remnant, and of course, in the people of God, now. It speaks of Jehovah, the God of hosts. The idea of hosts  God having such power under His hand when outwardly things were small, for Amos says of Jacob he is small; he beseeches God about Jacob and God has respect for the prophet and repents of the evil, Amos 7:1 - 6  a very touching thought. It shows how God may change His mind as to any judgment if there is a spirit of intercession as to it amongst His people. Here it is Jehovah, the God of hosts. Jehovah in this connection  And so Jehovah, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye say. Hate evil, and love good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that Jehovah, the God of hosts, will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. Therefore thus saith Jehovah, the God of hosts, the Lord (Lord involves mastership). Wailing shall be in all broadways; and they shall say in all the streets, Alas! Alas! And they shall call the husbandman to mourning, and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing. And in all vineyards shall be wailing; for I will pass through the midst of thee, saith Jehovah. That is, we are warned in view of this distressing state of things to seek good and not evil, that ye may live; and so Jehovah, the God of hosts, shall be with you. 

  
    THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD AND HIS SERVICE IN RELATION TO IT (JT 79)

    1 Peter 1:2; 1 Peter 4:17,18; Genesis 3:21 - 24; Genesis 11:7 - 9; Amos 5:26,27

    JTWhat I have in mind is to show from these scriptures the government of God, and its exercise from the time sin came in until the present time; and concurrently with that His service in grace, involving the incarnation and death of our Lord Jesus and the presence of the Spirit here. What one would particularly seek to make clear is how His deity, His supremacy and majesty are maintained throughout; notwithstanding the humble service that begins almost immediately on the part of God, God maintains His deity, maintains its supremacy and majesty in its government, whilst at the same time serving in the lowliest way those who are under that government. 

    So that we have the government of God in Genesis as affecting the whole race, that is, death. That stands. Death passed upon all, we are told. And then the scattering at Babel, also affecting the whole race of mankind up to the present day, the division of the nations by the difference of languages. And then the scattering of Israel, another testimony to Gods government which also stands, not affecting the whole race, but a special nation, a special family, but still effective until the present time. Peter addressed those who are affected by it under the word dispersion; that was the government of God. According to Amos they were transported; God caused them to be transported. And then we have in 1 Peter 4, the government beginning at the house of God, which also stands and is current. The chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation enlarge on it. These features of government all stand, and saints are affected by them today; but concurrently with them we have the service of God ministered to us, to those of faith, so that we might subsist notwithstanding the pressure of the judicial government of God. 

    EuRDid you say judicial government? 

    JTYes, it is judicial throughout. 

    EuRWould you explain that a little? 

    JTGod is known in the judgment which He executes. That is God in His supremacy. It was judicial to impose death on Adam, on the race. It was judicial to disperse the race at Babel. God came down to examine what was there and deliberately imposed difference of language and scattered them abroad upon the whole earth. Those of us who travel know that the race is dispersed, in many instances in grave degradation. That is the government of God. The scattering of Israel is also the same. I will cause you to go into captivity, He says, because of idolatry. Even in the wilderness they scarcely offered a voluntary sacrifice. The judicial act of God begins as they enter into the wilderness, covering hundreds of years, but it is one thing. I will transport you beyond Babylon, Stephen says (Acts 7:43). Peter addresses the Jewish christians, those who were dispersed under the judicial government of God. So judgment has begun at the house of God, the assembly today in its public character, and has extended as Revelation 2 and 3 show; the Lord has executed judgment on the professing body. All these judicial results exist now and affect every one of us. We may not have noticed it perhaps, but it is a solemn fact and God would have us to take notice of it, and be humbled by it, because we have part in it all more or less. We are responsible in regard of each of those judicial acts of God. On the other hand there is that service of love, beginning with the clothes that He made for Adam and Eve. 

    FWWIs it judicial because some form of departure from God had come in? 

    JTThat is what comes out in each case. 

    FWWThat is why you used the word judicial? 

    JTIt is over against the exercise of grace; it is the just judgment of God; it runs right through. 

    RSKIn spite of the dispersion God has given a living hope; God has given them that, you would say? 

    JTYes. There is hope immediately. In the presence of the penalty of death Adam calls his wife Eve, which does not mean death but life, showing that there was light and hope, and there is right through. So that even in the scattering of the race Abraham is immediately called out, and they are all to be blessed through him. The blessing of Abraham has arrived at the nations and we have received the promise of the Spirit. How God can maintain His majesty and yet serve His own is what we want to get into our souls: God in His holy majesty. We want to be accustomed to that in view of finality when God will be all in all. We should accustom ourselves to the supremacy of God, His holy majesty. The testimony to that right through is His just government. He lets nothing pass. 

    HD'ACGods hand has always been over everything, has it not? 

    JTIt has been over it in a dual way. His hand has been there in judicial dealings, and on the other hand in lowly grace, serving, beginning with coat-making, coats of skins. Some creature must have died under Gods hands to make those skins. God began with Christ, as it were, as having died, the humanity of Christ coming in at once, the sufferings of Christ. Service is all on that line, based on the incarnation and death of Christ. 

    TFA just God and a Saviour. 

    JTThat is right, a just God and a Saviour, a very touching word. All was maintained perfectly at the cross. Nowhere was it more maintained than at the cross  these two thoughts, the majesty of God as against sin, and love in Christ, a divine Person, for the sinner, so that he might be saved. 

    OWWIs this something we must definitely accept? 

    JTI think so. It is a very great education to have these two thoughts of God in your soul, for we are not much given to balance. Balance is a great thing with God. There must be that principle throughout the universe, and He would have it in our souls. 

    CBIs it a necessity that death immediately comes to light as soon as departure is in evidence? 

    JTThe necessity is there if the second line is to be maintained. That is God acting in lowly grace. Sin having come in, God might have acted judicially and made an end of the sinner. If He is to take up the line of grace, the second line, there must be death. Only on that line could there be any service, for the majesty of God could not be met otherwise. 

    EuRHow do you regard the cherubim? Are they the guardians of the majesty of God, while He goes on in His grace? 

    JTWell, I think they represent government throughout. There they stand to guard the tree of life. They are judicial, I suppose; the actual working out is the penalty of death becoming effective on every man. They keep the way of the tree of life. There is hope, too, for the tree of life was there still. The penalty of death already pronounced is carried out by them, but every death that occurs is a question of the government of God, and if in a christian, there has to be the recognition of that. We have to recognise that we are mortal; it is penalty. 

    QuesDoes the tree of life represent the other side, Gods service of love and grace? 

    JTI think so. It is corresponding with His counsels. In Timothy we have the promise of life going back, including these scriptures. Even the tree of life would be a witness of that, but it has to be guarded. The guard is the cherubim, but with a flaming sword turning every way, it says, to keep the way of it. I think it would be observed in the better translation that God speaks in great feeling about this. He speaks with feeling, as if to say, What a disaster if man should eat the tree of life in his sins! And yet Adam has some thought of it for he calls his wife Eve. There is some light in his soul. 

    HD'ACHe had not lost hope. 

    JTThat is what comes out. 

    HD'ACI understand that you mean that the tree of life was not taken away but was guarded. 

    JTIt is there. God would say with depth of feeling, Oh, what a disaster if man were to live as he is in his sins! That meant that He had in His mind a way out, and already He is indicating it by making clothes through death. 

    GAvSWould you say then that there was a depth of divine feeling in connection with the whole of the government of God? I mean, tracing it right through as you have already done, are there depths of divine feelings which need to be in some sense realised in our souls so that the government of God should have its proper place in our spiritual experience? 

    JTI am sure that is right. God in His supremacy and in acting judicially is capable of feeling that hardly belongs to the service side; it enters into it, but it belongs to God in His absoluteness. It would be disaster in His mind if man were to have access to the tree of life as he was. There is feeling in it, as you note in the New Translation in the verses read. So as was suggested in the scattering of man, God came down to see what the children of men did. He is capable of that. That is in view of carrying on His government, If a judicial action is needed in my history, God will apply it; if He does, it is there and has to be bowed to. 

    COBDoes the Lord recognise the position in His answer to Pilate? When Pilate says, I have power to crucify thee, the Lord says,Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above (John 19:10,11). 

    JTHe justifies the position of Pilate. That brings out another thing. That is magisterial government. In Genesis 9, magisterial government was established, but more as a help to man. Still, Whoso sheddeth mans blood, by man shall his blood be shed. That was what magisterial government was for, to restrain evil. That magisterial government was vested in Pilate. How much feeling enters into it, that the One who made that principle  for it was Jesus  should Himself stand before a poor sinner, a magistrate, to get His verdict! That brings out the position most clearly. How Gods government runs on, and God Himself has to come in and suffer at the hands of the magistrate. 

    COBThen there would have been no crucifixion apart from the government of God? 

    JTWell, it was there. That is how it was carried out. The Lord in approaching the cross regarded it. Take me not away in the midst of my days! (Psalm 102:24). Why should He be taken away in the midst of His days? Not for any personal reason. It was the government of God on Israel; it was the penalty of a broken law which He was taking up vicariously. 

    GAvSWith regard to the human race as a whole, is not one of the prime causes of the government of God on man, to a large extent, the abuse of the power or magisterial government that had been entrusted to him? 

    JTI suppose so. If you take Nimrod, exercising authority  he was a king and established a kingdom  it is said, He was a mighty hunter before the Lord. He was a man who did violence to Gods rights  a mighty hunter; he used Gods creatures for his own pleasure. He was cruel, for hunting implies that, turning the magisterial power in his hands, desecrating it, turning it against the ordinances of God. That man has come down to you. The most successful rulers of the earth, as men speak, did violence to the rights of God. In none is it more manifested than in Pilate. He pronounced his sentence in spite of his wife calling Jesus a righteous Man, for she says, I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him (Matthew 27:19) as a righteous Man. Pilate knew that and yet he scourged Him and handed Him over to His haters to be crucified. Such is the utter inability of man in the flesh to exercise these magisterial powers. God, of course, uses them today and we pray for them, but no man in the flesh is equal to it; Jesus alone is. God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness. He has given assurance to all men in that He has raised Him from the dead. The government is upon His shoulder, but it is touching that He submitted to Pilate. How perfectly He justified God in His governmental ordinances! All that has a great voice for the christian. If God sees the need for government let us bow to it. 

    WCCWould you say it is really in our favour? 

    JTIt is, in that it works righteousness, works holiness. 

    EuRWhat is the exact force of that word magisterial? You are applying it to all governments? 

    JTOh, yes; from the king down. 

    EuRWe rather connect magistracy with the lower officials who exercise it, but it is general. 

    JTIt is general. They call the President of the United States, the Chief Magistrate. That is the thought. 

    GAvSThe difficulty in ones mind is how far we can keep in our own minds the perfect consistency that exists between the government of God, as you have spoken of it, and the maintenance of that service in grace which is moving on side by side with that government. 

    JTIt is a very important matter. It is a very important education, and important in the sense of maintaining balance in us. Balanced christians are so needed, for a right balance maintains judgment on the one hand and grace on the other. 

    QuesDo you suggest that directly God begins to move in government He is at the same time moving on the other line in connection with it? 

    JTThat is what comes out as far as I can see here. The pronouncement of the sentence of death on man is immediately followed by these coats being made. What can be more touching, that God should make clothes for the very man and woman that sinned against Him most inexcusably? God did it Himself. It says, Jehovah Elohim made Adam and his wife coats of skin. We have that title here, Jehovah Elohim, stooping to do this service, to make clothes, a service that runs right through so that we should not be unclothed. We are to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven. God makes that house. 

    WJPDoes this suggest the work of God right through? 

    JTIt is His gracious service. In many expressions in Scripture we overlook what enters into them. The Lord says, My Father worketh hitherto. He looks back to this period. That Person was working. My Father worketh hitherto and I work (John 5:17). That one divine Person works, and another comes in and works, and the Holy Spirit comes in and works, what a service of grace it is! Yet the majesty of God is maintained throughout. 

    CGWould it be right to say that, in view of verse 21 and what you have been dwelling upon as coming before the driving out of the man, the governmental side is to facilitate this service of love? So that it has been said that the lake of fire itself is a necessity of the love of God. 

    JTEvery right-minded christian recognises that it is not less than love. The lake of fire is not less than a provision of love. It takes time to enter into it, but it is obvious to a christian that there must be a place for lawlessness. 

    GAvSIt is really shut up there. 

    JTQuite so. There is liberty. There is never any scope for evil again. 

    OWWDoes the climax of Gods work appear in type in the coats of skin? 

    JTThat was the climax. That is the fulness of the grace and love that did service: although the service goes on. The Lord says, Father, ... glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee (John 17:1). That implies the continuance of the service. The cross is the full expression of what is behind the service. 

    GAvSDo you suggest that it is a part of the divine service of Christ in glorifying God to make us appreciate to the fullest extent how all the government of God is based really upon the demands of the heart of God as well as what God is in His holiness? 

    JTThe Lord said, Glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee. Already it had been said in John 3:35 that the Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. That is in administration, and it is effective in carrying out the desires of love, and in this shows the gain of the government of God. The government of God is turned into gain for those who are the recipients of grace, but it runs on to the lake of fire for those who are not. It is just judgment; the believer bows to it and comes into the benefit of grace by bowing to it. But the government of God stands. I believe an understanding of the government of God as we are looking at it will help us to maintain in our souls the majesty of God, that it never alters, that His lowly service does not affect it. It stands. 

    WJPDo you see the two things put together in Zechariah 13? Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts, then you get, I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 

    JTThe sword is awakened against Christ. 

    WJPMajesty and grace are put together? 

    JTYes. 

    CSSWould you say that the appreciation of what is expressed in this word, Lest he put forth his hand and the appreciation of what God has provided in the coats of skin enables one to move on the line of the overcomer, to have the right to eat of the tree of life? 

    JTIt is a right, now the way to it is made in the death of Christ. The right is in the washing, as it says, Blessed are they that wash their robes (Revelation 22:14). That is, there is a maintenance in oneself of that death, not only in its application to ones sins, but as to oneself. I believe it will be seen in investigating the truth, that eternal life stands over against mans state. Blessed are they that wash their robes, that is, wash with water, not with blood. We have washed ... in the blood in Revelation 7:14. Mr. S. is calling attention to the right to the tree of life. Christ has washed us from our sins in His own blood, and the great multitude washed their robes in His blood, but in chapter 22 it is the present continuous tense, they that wash their robes, it is the continuous washing as with water. Historical washing is with blood, once for all, but continuous washing is with water. It is the maintenance of the death of Christ as to ones state. Ones state has to be dealt with. You are using the water as God dealt with Christ on the cross. You are acting judicially against yourself in the application of the water, and that gives you right. There can be no right otherwise. 

    GAvSIs that in relation to what is said in Revelation 18:20, God has judged your judgment? As we come into accord with the judgment as indicated by the washing of the water by the word, God manifests that He is in accord with our having reached that. 

    JTGod loves to ratify the judgments of His people. They may relate to an act of discipline in a locality. There (Revelation 18:20) it relates to God judging their judgment upon Babylon. God looks for His people to form a judgment about things. The things we refuse to judge become our scourge. 

    GAvSIn that way the government of God is intimately connected with our hearts. 

    JTWe ought to have a judgment about everything on earth. I believe the enlightened christian would be drawn to Gods side and have a judgment about everything. God loves to stand by him and say, That is your judgment, and I will execute it. 

    EuRIn the Old Testament we see what brought the scattering in; and how solemn it is, and how necessary to judge those principles in ourselves. 

    JTThat is where the practical gain of it comes to us. The government of God stands, and it implies that His majesty stands. There is no diminution of that thought. Because one divine Person becomes Man, or because three divine Persons are acting in grace, actually serving us, the majesty of God is not impaired in the least by that. If God is to act judicially in my case, He will do it, and it is for me to bow to it; in bowing to it I come into this precious service that He is rendering that I might get the gain of it. Peters epistles have this in mind. They refer to the government of God, and he writes to the dispersion, alluding undoubtedly by the use of the word to the government of God that was affecting them. Why should they not be in Palestine, in Jerusalem? The government of God willed it otherwise. 

    GAvSIs it a question of the government of God that if I sow to the flesh I shall of the flesh reap corruption (Galatians 6:8)? 

    JTQuite so. 

    GAvSThere is the rest of it, But he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. I was wondering about that in connection with eternal life, in relation with what you get in Romans 2:7 - 10, To them who ... seek for glory and honour and incorruptibility, life eternal. But to those that are contentious ... wrath and indignation, tribulation and distress. They stand over against each other, as if God set eternal life over against evil, that it is the right of those who work good. That is the way it puts it. 

    EuRSo in the second verse here, though he has to address those who were dispersed, he can refer to all the Persons in the Deity and then say Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

    JTVery beautiful, and in that position they are sanctified, elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by sanctification of the Spirit, unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. It is a question of election, but it is through sanctification. The practical side is in mind. By sanctification of the Spirit, unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

    QuesHow does the government of God stand in relation to the kingdom of God? What is the relation between them? 

    JTWell, the kingdom implies His government, but in its present form. It is a gracious establishment. It bears on His protection for the saints. Presently He will take out of it all that defiles according to Matthew, but it is running on, a gracious protection for us. 

    HEFI was going to ask you to say a little more what was in mind as to the way this election was carried out. 

    JTYou see how he puts it. According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, but it is by sanctification of the Spirit. That is, the election is not an abstract thought, but a practical thought, that He elects me by an action of the Spirit. What is in mind is that I am really one elected by the action of the Spirit, by sanctification of the Spirit. One can hardly claim it any other way than by sanctification of the Spirit. 

    GAvSDo you mean that that involves formation according to the Spirit? 

    JTIt does. One is really one of the elect. It is a practical thing that I am one of the elect by sanctification of the Spirit, unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. Unto that, meaning that that is to be the state, that is what is to mark me; a very powerful thing in relation to what we are speaking of in relation to the government of God, for that is what is really in mind in these epistles. 

    CSSIn the address to Ephesus He speaks of transporting in His government, but the obedience on the other hand giving them the right to the tree of life. 

    JTObedience is seen in the overcomer in each assembly. 

    WJPDo we see this service of love and grace working in the middle of Hebrews 12, the chastening there, which would produce holiness and the peaceable fruit of righteousness? 

    JTThat is how it works out, and I believe in 1 Peter 4, the time ... is come the apostle says, The time of having the judgment begin from the house of God is come. It takes the form of discipline in us. It begins at the house of God; it takes the form of discipline for it is the same thing. It runs on to the end of those who obey not the glad tidings of God. And if the righteous is difficultly saved, where shall the impious and the sinner appear?. It is the same thing, and this verse helps us on what we are speaking of; the government of God runs on to the lake of fire. It works out effectively in christians now in the way of discipline, but how solemn if I refuse the discipline! Am I not putting myself alongside the impious and the sinner? Anyone who refuses the hand of discipline of God is placing himself there. Are we stronger than He? What may not happen? 

    EuRThe contrast would be to use diligence to make our calling and election sure. 

    JTThat is right. That is the next epistle. In that epistle he addresses himself as a bondman as well as an apostle to those of like precious faith with us. He comes down; he has in mind to stir up their pure minds. He runs on in his subject to the dissolution of the elements, not only the lake of fire, but the dissolution of the heavens and the earth, showing how real a thing this is that we are dealing with. What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness? (2 Peter 3:11), because this discipline that God is exercising on us is just a piece of what is going to be exercised on the ungodly and the sinner. 

    EuRIt would deliver us from all fatalism, saying that nothing could be interfered with; All things continue as they were from the beginning. 

    JTJust so, and another thing that comes out here is the people that are difficult to save. One often questions oneself, Am I a difficult person to save? Lot was a difficult person to save. He made it as hard as possible for God to save him by turning his face to the world. Abraham delivered him from it, but he goes back into it. He is a difficult man to save, yet in the government of God he is saved. 

    ESWould that apply to us by not being exercised thereby? 

    JTI should not like to be one who is difficult to save, although God makes the most of them. In the second epistle He makes much of Lot, but he was a difficult man to save. 

    GAvSWhat bearing has 1 Corinthians 11 on what you are saying? It says, For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 

    JTVery applicable to what we are saying. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, that is among those he was addressing  and many sleep. As if God would save us from the ignominy of the world. 

    RSKThat is why we judge ourselves. 

    JTQuite so. It is a sorrowful thing to be amongst the class who are difficult to save. Lot was a righteous man; he was saved with great difficulty. 

    RSKI would like a little help on the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

    JTIt is just an allusion to the type. The sprinkling of the blood was common in the types, the blood applied vicariously. That is what we are sanctified to, the obedience of Christ and the precious blood, which of course means His death. 

    HD'ACIt does not say the righteous are difficult to save, but if; suggesting that there are those who do give this difficulty, which is a very serious thought. 

    JTYes. If the righteous is difficultly saved. That is alluding to discipline, judgment beginning at the house of God. God has to resort to discipline to save us. 

    WCCWould David be an instance of that bowing to it, when Nathan went to him? 

    JTYes. Just so. 
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    AMOS 7 AND 8 (SUBSTANCE OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Amos 7: 1 - 9; Amos 8: 1 - 3

    The four things shown to Amos by Jehovah at the beginning of chapters 7 and 8 were important instruction for him at that period in the history of Israel, and they are not the less important for us. Thus did the Lord Jehovah shew unto me; and behold, he formed locusts in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth, and behold, it was the latter growth after the kings mowings. The kings mowings have reference to the previous dealings of God with Israel; there had been a long course of His dealings with them from the time that they broke away from Judah. The object His dealings have in view is that what is of God may arise. As we see from 2 Kings 14: 26, 27, there was a remarkable intervention of God just at that time so that there was a period of restoration and recovery, Jeroboam restoring the border of Israel. I think that is what Amos refers to as the latter growth. We might compare with it the last hundred years and those from the time of the Reformation. God was obliged, as the departure reached a peak, to do one of two things: to bring in judgment or recovery; and instead of judgment He granted a wonderful time of recovery, and it has been going on ever since, so that it is a time of the latter growth. In Sardis and Philadelphia we get somewhat the thought of the latter growth. Nevertheless God was still dealing with them. 

    It says that the locusts had wholly eaten the grass of the land and that the fire devoured the great deep, and ate up the inheritance. It was a serious exercise which brought Amos to his knees  every evidence of revival eaten up! But for the intercession of Christ there would not be anything. The object of Gods public ways is to reduce His people. The ways of God now are all on the line of reduction, because when we are small God can do something with us. Peter, Paul, Jude and John all tell of judgment coming. What is interesting is that the judgment that was about to fall on Gods people had been promised in the days of Jeroboam, Baasha, Ahab and Jehu; but Amos pleads for the people, and in answer to that the judgment was suspended for a while  at least for twenty-five years, for Jeroboams reign was long  and space was given for repentance. Then the inheritance was destroyed and the people were carried away to Assyria. This prophetic ministry came in to support the deliverance of God by Jeroboam; that is, there was a moral deliverance to be brought about by the ministry of Amos. Jehovahs own compassionate feelings were reflected in Amos; and so now the compassions of Christ are expressed in His people. In the prayer meeting supplication is made for the whole Christian profession. Sardis and Philadelphia are the outcome of the compassion of God and of the intercession of Christ. Jehovah suspended the judgment for the sake of the remnant of whom Amos was the representative; the governmental dealings of God and the intercession of Christ go together. Jacob will never rise up unless he is helped; he cannot help himself. I believe that this great war (1939 - 45) is intended by God to reduce His people to dependence on Him; God can do anything with us when we are small. We can plan to do nothing when bombs are falling about us. Gods people are brought down small so that He can do anything with us. What is of God in the establishment around us is being reduced publicly. Evangelical appointments are far fewer than they were fifty or a hundred years ago. Their lost influence is mourned, but the witness will be found with the remnant. It came down to only two of the assembly  Two of you  that is a quorum. 

    There is a great resource in the days of apostasy; what follows is the plumb-line. So that if we accept the exercise of the locusts and the fire, that is, that God is about to deal judicially with everything that displeases Him in the Christian profession, we shall be ready to move on to the wall and the plumb-line. That is to say, separation is a wall built by a plumb-line and not by the will of man; it is the practical working of divine principles. The plumb-line is in the hand of Jehovah; it is the application of divine principles to what exists practically. Thus did he shew unto me; and behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand (verse 7). That is what the Lord has done in the last days of the churchs history; He has set up a testimony in separation to the practicability of divine principles. He was prepared to set up what was right as a testimony in Israel if there had been faithful men, and He is prepared to do it now for the saints of the assembly; and such will have His support, for God is prepared to stand by them as He stood on the wall here. 

    The fourth thing that Jehovah showed to Amos is in chapter 8; Thus did Jehovah shew unto me; and behold, a basket of summer-fruit. A basket of summer-fruit I can only suppose to be a symbol of what Jehovah looked for in His people (see Micah 7: 1, 2). It represents what the Spirit of Christ looked for but failed to find, and in one sense that is the most terrible thing of all, to think that the church has so entirely failed to bring forth what the heart of Christ desired. Whatever He looked for in Israel He did not get; and what Christ looks for in His assembly  we know it  He has failed to get. We know well what our basket of summer-fruit is; from the gospels and epistles we can learn what the Lord looks for for the satisfaction of His heart. We can read it; we can pray over it, and we can lament that the Lord gets so little of it. What does He get from me? All these things carry condemnation with them, and if there is a little bit for Christ anywhere what condemnation it is! The object of prophetic ministry is to give us feelings. The prophets are permeated with divine feelings and are jealous for God, as the vehemence of their denunciations shows. That which the saints are for the pleasure of Christ, what He said of them on earth and from heaven  put it all together and what a basket of summer-fruit it is! Then look at the church and see what a failure it is, see how little of it has come into living expression. The ground on which the church will be condemned will be that it has not answered to the pleasure of Christ; instead she has become the mother of the harlots  nothing could be more terrible. 

  
    AMOS 7 AND 9 (CACS NOTEBOOK) (CAC 30)

    Amos 7:1 - 6; Amos 9:9, 11

    What is in my mind is to say a word about three things: 	The chastening of God,
	The faithfulness of God, and
	The work of God.


    These things are important for Gods saints to understand at all times, and particularly as the end of Gods ways draws near. I have no doubt that these verses from Amos refer particularly to His ways with Israel, but they have a very distinct bearing upon ourselves, especially as being in a time when Gods chastening hand is very specially upon the nations and upon His people. 

    What we find here is that God calls for the two visitations, the locusts in the first verse and the consuming fire in the fourth verse, His having in view that what is typified by the grass of the land should be reduced. Grass in Scripture is a very familiar type of the flesh and the greatness of man, and God deals with His people in order to reduce it. 

    There is a time referred to as the kings mowings, the latter growth after the kings mowings. The Kings mowings took place at the cross. It was there it was cut down and had no place. Then there is a latter growth that springs up after the mowings  a shooting up of the greatness of the flesh in Gods people even after this, and it is the shooting up of the flesh that necessitates His chastening. It is the shooting up of what was cut down at the cross. 

    We know God can prevent this shooting up of the flesh; He did with Paul; He gave him a thorn for the flesh that he might be consistent with his name Paul, which is small. Jacob is small. He is dealing with us to keep us small and precious in His sight. No one ever heard of a huge pearl, even a large one is relatively small; and what yields pleasure in the sight of God is small. The locusts and the consuming fire are all to keep us small, for only that which has that character will go through into the world to come. Anything else comes under Gods chastening; any movement of greatness in us causes God to deal with us in chastening love, blessed be His name! None of us wants the flesh to go on flourishing, we want it to be cut down, and the blessed God says, I will send locusts and consuming fire to keep it small. Then there is no longer need when we become small. Twice over the passage says, How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. That is, he is so small that he can only arise by the power of God  what a blessed point to be brought to, beloved brethren. When we realise that nothing about us has any value but what God has wrought in us, it is a day when we have found out our true measure. None of us will find it is very great. When we have reached that, God has reached His end. The object in His chastening ways is to reduce His saints to what they are as His work as their divine measure. He is dealing with us in view of His work  in view of conditions suited to His love, the world of which His Son is the Sun and Centre. So His chastening is a continual necessity to every one of us. 

    In chapter 9: 9 we have the next thing. That is, Gods faithfulness to preserve what has the character of smallness. He is not out to preserve what is great, it is obnoxious to Him, He is out to preserve what is small. His faithfulness comes out in this, though His providential ways may be a shaking, and He is shaking His people  shaking them to and fro  but not the least grain of His own work will be lost. It is to bring us down to the dimensions of His own work in us, and then we shall always realise that we are small. Oh, beloved brethren, do we not covet to bear such a character that it is Gods pleasure to preserve us, so that not the least grain falls upon the earth? 

    This is preparatory to the great matter that is before us, so that nothing may reduce or prevent the great thing that God has before Him, what He is doing at the present time for His own pleasure. It is in order that we may have part in what He is doing. 

    So I read verse 11. I think it has an application in the present time. In that day I raise up the tabernacle of David which is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up its ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old. You will observe this expression, the tabernacle of David; it is not, the city of David  that would represent what is abiding in all the stability of resurrection. The tabernacle of David signifies that it can be ruined. It answers to the church set up in responsibility here  a provisional thought, not permanent; but as belonging to a transitory period. So the Lord Jesus Christ set up His church here in a provisional way and committed it to the responsibility of man. The result is that the tabernacle has fallen and is a heap of ruins. But is God quiescent in that state of things? If He recovers and preserves His saints, it is in order that they may be prepared to work with Him at the present time. He is restoring the features of the assembly in a remnant in view of translation. It is not that He will restore a public body, for it is going to be the subject of His judgment very soon. 

    Now He wants our co-operation, beloved brethren. It cannot be done, and I speak reverently, apart from our cooperation. Satan has brought about public failure by taking away affection from the assembly of God. Breakdown soon came in, almost at the start, until nothing was left to bear truthful witness to what Christ set up. Well, God is waiting to bring about a restoration of true assembly affections. How could Christ come otherwise? It is by the restoring work going on now that we are fitted for that glorious day of which we were singing, of which the Stars in the sky. Let us give ourselves to this, with our whole heart and soul and mind give ourselves to the promotion of it. It is to be restored in a remnant which will work out as the pearl. 

    I think it is worked out in view of the tabernacle of David being set up again. David is the man after Gods own heart and the assembly in its true character is after His own heart. It is worked out in individuals. 

  
    A VIOLENT FAMINE (JT 16)

    Amos 7:1 - 8; 8:11 - 14; Luke 15:11 - 32

    JTThere can be no doubt that the famine mentioned in Luke 15 is figurative of spiritual want. There is also a material side of it, but it is distinctly figurative here; accordingly, it may be linked on with the passage in Amos which says that the famine in the land was not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of Jehovah. Chapter 7 helps us with regard to our subject, in bringing forward the service of intercession, and shows how the Spirit of Christ in the saints may prevent an occurrence or a calamity such as a famine. The Lord showed the thing beforehand to Amos who interceded for the people because they were small; and it says, Jehovah repented for this: It shall not be, said Jehovah (and see verse 6). This chapter helps us with regard to watchfulness, thus enabling us to see what may be threatening the people of God, and then to set ourselves by intercession to prevent the pending disaster. 

    APMight the latter growth referred to in verse 1 suggest the present period? 

    JTI think it points to the kings rights. After the kings mowings had taken place, there was a further growth; and that was in danger. 

    APWhen was the early growth  the first growth? 

    JTIt would allude to the time of the general harvest, being the kings mowing, and would point to the rights of the Lord; but then there is the latter growth and that is what the enemy would aim to destroy. Therefore we have to be watchful lest it be spoiled. 

    AJDIs the latter growth a ripened thing? 

    JTIt shows sustained fruitfulness, after the kings mowings. It says, in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth, and behold, it was the latter growth after the kings mowings. It is something additional, and it is in danger. 

    JSIn the agricultural year there are two or three crops. This would refer to a latter crop. 

    JTYes; the harvest began early. 

    CBIs there a suggestion that if we are not careful the enemy will take away that which God intends us to have? 

    JTI think so; especially the latter growth. 

    HSDWhat would answer today to the excess? 

    JTVery much what we have in the way of recovery. It might be an unexpected thing, but I think it points to sustained fruitfulness. The presence here of the Holy Spirit implies sustained fruitfulness right up to the end. When we might look for a little, there is what is said to be a shooting up of the latter growth. The shooting up would mean that it was growing up of itself, pointing figuratively, I think, to the Spirit  to the latent power that lies in the Spirit where room is made for Him. 

    AFMWould this latter growth refer to what has been in evidence during the last hundred years? 

    JTWell, I think we might apply it in that way. The kings mowings would allude to the grass ready for reaping, and would refer to the Lords rights, as stated; while the latter growth would allude to the power of the Spirit who will operate where He is given a free hand. 

    APIs the aftergrowth of the same kind? 

    JTYes; it shoots up; it is not cultivated, but points to latent power of fruitfulness. 

    JSThe inherent power of life is there. 

    ANWYou spoke of the prophets intercession for the people, in which he spoke of Jacob. Does that stand in relation to intercession for all men as in 1 Timothy 2:1? 

    JTWell, you hardly get the universal thought of all men in the Old Testament; it is rather Israel as a people, Jacob being taken up. How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. He was small at the outset of his history, but this refers to his smallness under the government of God. 

    APIs it your thought that the arising of Jacob and the springing up of this latter growth are, in a sense, the same? 

    JTThe arising of Jacob would be dependent upon this latter growth, i.e., the maintenance of the responsible element for God would be dependent upon the later crop. We cannot go on in the present time with a ministry of a past generation. Many are pushing it forward as though it were final, but we cannot live on that. This latter growth alludes to current ministry of the Spirit. 

    AJDAre we in the days of the latter growth? 

    JTIt is just an application. We have come in at the end when things are very small, but the element of responsibility remains. I think that is the point in the reference to Jacob. How is he to arise? says Amos, in interceding. 

    AFMSomething like the Lords word to Philadelphia, Thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name, (Revelation 3:8). 

    JTThat is how it would come out, and is where the latter growth is seen. The shooting up of the latter growth would synchronise with the little power  the evidence of life in the saints. This latter growth refers to what the enemy would aim at in our day; and God may allow him to do this. It would allude to the cutting off of ministry; and not only ministry, but normal growth amongst the brethren  the happy evidence of life and fruitfulness. 

    CAMThe one that interceded had not only a knowledge of Jacob, but also a knowledge of God. Amos must have known that the Lords heart would be touched by his calling attention to the fact that there was smallness in Jacob. 

    JTThat is how I look at it. The priestly intelligence of the prophet knew what would appeal to God  that God would feel that Jacob could not arise, and that the filling out of His purpose was bound up so much with Jacob. 

    ABPIn the parable of Matthew 25, we are told that while the bridegroom tarried, they all grew heavy and slept. His tarrying would give opportunity for a further crop. 

    JTExactly; the agricultural year is not the same as the calendar year; it is elastic and runs on after the time of the first putting of the sickle to the grass. 

    WGTYou did not mention anything about the locusts in verse 1; they are destructive creatures. 

    JTThey would represent, in the government of God, something allowed that would be most destructive. After their appearance, there would be nothing left; and it is well for us to face this in relation to what God may allow. We may have a time of plenty, but then conditions may arise which would require Gods withdrawing fruitfulness. Many of our brethren, alas! have turned aside and have gone into conditions where there is no latter growth. They are living on the past, if they are living at all; for if they are where there is no present growth, how can they be living according to God? 

    EBWould this latter growth be new light, or would it be an increase of the light that we have had in the past? 

    JTGrowth is more than light; it is the fruit of life, really, and would include ministry; but it points to the latent power of the Spirit; He is ever ready, 

    where the opportunity is given to Him, to produce His own fruits in us. 

    ARMuch like the ministry of Johns gospel? 

    JTVery much; it points to what is collective, as found amongst the brethren, and is the evidence of the fruit of the Spirit. 

    AFMThe Spirit of God is constantly ministering to us fresh things; but are they new, or are they rather what has been recovered? 

    JTThere is nothing new in the sense of revelation, but there is newness in the sense of recovery  new features of the truth. I believe the Holy Spirit gives new dress to things; so that you get things now in a way that perhaps the saints did not have them in the earlier days. The Lord would preserve things amongst us, so that speaking of the Spirit, He says that He will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you, (John 14:26). 

    HSDWould that verse in John 14 have in view the meeting of later conditions? 

    JTExactly; conditions are altered, and the truth would meet them. 

    ANWWhat you have said seems to be confirmed distinctly by the letters to the churches: He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. 

    JTYes; I think if we keep the greatness of the Spirit before us, we may always expect something distinctive, He being who He is. 

    CBHe receives of mine and shall announce it to you, (John 16:15). I suppose it would be a continuing of what went before. 

    JTExactly; the Spirit of God is God Himself. 

    JEHI was thinking of the scripture: In thy light shall we see light (Psalm 36:9). Would not that fit in here? It is a question of the light being received and made use of. 

    JTYes; there is always something beautiful about a fresh crop. It may be the same kind of crop, but it is fresh, and there is something about it that is distinctive. 

    CAMThere is always variety in the world of vegetation; so that every evidence of life would have its own special features. 

    JTGrowth according to God is always fresh. 

    AJDWould the scripture which says: ... like a man that is a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old (Matthew 13:52), confirm our looking for fresh features of ministry? 

    JTYes; things new are said to be in the treasure of every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens; it does not say, every great gift, but every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens. He has these things in his treasure. 

    AFMAs to the truth of the Son of God which has been before us so helpfully of late, would you say that it is not new, but that it is presented to us in a very fresh character to meet the enemys opposition with regard to His Person, as well as to afford help to us? 

    JTI think so. The general drift of infidelity and of apostasy requires that the proof of the Lords Person be emphasised, as if the Lord would say, Who do ye say that I am? (Luke 9:20). If He were to raise that question in our day, and I am merely orthodox, I shall be saying what many are saying now, which is what has been handed down in the creeds, but then that is not answering the Lords question. If He says to us, Who do ye say that I am? we must answer Him according to the apprehension we may have of Him. 

    ANWThe enemy is defeated as the truth is maintained according to the features the Spirit emphasises. Men view these creeds as having authority on account of their antiquity, but they overlook the fresh development of the Spirit. 

    JTIt has been well said that you could drive a coach and four through any so-called creed; but the scriptural idea is to hold the truth, not in a creed, but by the Spirit. It says, Keep, by the Holy Spirit, which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted, (2 Timothy 1:14). If we do that, we shall be maintained in freshness, and there will be an increase in our apprehension of the truth. 

    WB-wAmos was a gatherer of sycamore fruit. He gathered what was fresh. 

    JTYes. In the beginning of chapter 8 it says, Thus did Jehovah show unto me; and behold, a basket of summer-fruit, which meant, as verse 2 shows, that the end had come; but then it had not come in decay, the summer fruit denotes that there was freshness. 

    RDGHow do you account for the prophets not being able to intercede before the grass was wholly eaten up? 

    JTThis was only in a vision. Thus did the Lord Jehovah show unto me. The thing itself had not yet happened; and through Amos intercession the Lord forbade it. He showed the thing to the prophet beforehand; and I think if we are near to Him, He will show us things, and seeing them, we will know what to ask for. This basket of summer fruit is very suggestive and points to the end, but it is in fruitfulness. 

    WB-wAmos says, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophets son; but I was a herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit, (chapter 7:14). 

    JTHe is a fruit gatherer; he is not occupied with leaves, but with full results. 

    JSHe was a herdman, too, and so would look after the flock. 

    AFMAmos had no official or hereditary status, but was employed in profitable services, from which he was called of God. 

    JTHis prophetic position was entirely from Jehovah. Amaziah the priest told him to leave the place. He said, Go, flee away into the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there. (verse 12). He wanted to get rid of Gods prophet; and that is the secret of the next chapter, where the famine of hearing the words of Jehovah is announced. If prophecy is refused, then God will send a famine of His word. 

    WB-wWould Amaziah the priest represent the religious system of the world? 

    JTYes; the kings sanctuary describes the official religious state of things in which Amos was an interferer and a disturber. 

    WB-wIt says in chapter 5:5, And seek not Bethel, neither go to Gilgal, and pass not to Beersheba. Would this show that the official thing had broken down? 

    JTThese names refer to places where God has been known at one time, but is known no longer. In chapter 7:14 we get the three things that are shown to Amos; but the first two were revoked. God said, It shall not be. The revocation of the first two was on the ground of Amos intercession; but in the third case, Jehovah was standing upon a wall built by a plumb line, with a plumb line in His hand, and Amos interceded no more, for the end had come, meaning that judgment may be put off by the intercession of the saints, but God will not keep putting off for ever; there is going to be an end of things. God is ministering to us bountifully at the moment, but He is not going to bear indefinitely with conditions of indifference among His people. He is standing upon a wall built by a plumb line, with a plumb line in His hand, meaning that He has His own principles from which He will not deviate; and inasmuch as the people have departed from them, He will not pass by them any more, but will judge them. It is a very solemn thing. Amaziah would get rid of the prophet Amos, who was interfering with and disturbing the ordered religious conditions; but he ignored the fact that there was a plumb line in the hands of the Lord and that through the intercession of Amos the judgment of God had been stayed. 

    AFMIs the plumb line suggestive of righteousness? 

    JTI think so. God is infinitely accurate; we cannot build loosely; we must build plumb, or the building will come down. This principle would be set in the midst of Israel as a testimony that the judgment would be stayed no longer. 

    APThe plumb line is in the hands of the Lord, not in the hands of men. 

    JTAnd the wall that He was standing upon was built by a plumb line, so that He says, I will not again pass by them any more; everything must be according to the plumb line. 

    JSThe wall built by the plumb line was the standard to go by. 

    JTVery much like the firm foundation of God today  it stands. 

    APAll those in Asia turned away from Paul, but he saw the latter crop coming into view, such as is spoken of in 2 Timothy, and provided for its preservation. 

    JTQuite so; so that you can see that the efforts of Amaziah to get rid of the prophet suggest what we have in chapter 8  the famine; and that unless we value what God gives at any given time, we may get a famine of the word of God. 

    JSGod may come in governmentally and bring this about in the souls of men. 

    WGTAmaziah made much of the kings sanctuary as being the house of the kingdom, as if this order of things was being set aside by the teaching of Amos. 

    JTYes; Amos was disturbing conditions. It says, The land is not able to bear all his words, (chapter 7:10). And then he was asked to go to Judah. 

    WB-wThe word to Laodicea is, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth, (Revelation 3:16). The Lord would not pass by them any more. 

    HSDDo the prophet and the spiritual supply go together? 

    JTI think that is how it stands. If they want to get rid of Amos, then the next chapter speaks of a famine of the word of God. If we refuse what God gives, He may cease to give. 

    AFMThe words of Jehovah would convey the present mind of God, at any given time, would they not? 

    JTYes. Behold, days come, saith the Lord Jehovah, when I will send a famine in the land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of Jehovah. It would be on account of the state of the people, that there would be no hearing of the words of Jehovah. Words are very precious. It is not a general thought, but detail in words. It further says, And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north to the east; they shall run to and fro to seek the word of Jehovah, and shall not find it. They would run to and fro, but not go to the right place to find the word of Jehovah. 

    In coming to Luke 15 we read that there arose a violent famine throughout that country. What is to be noted is that the work of God is seen in the prodigal, but he did not run to and fro, as those referred to in Amos will do; it says of him: ... and coming to himself. That is the effect of the work of God. 

    ARSWould not the running to and fro in Amos signify that those in the famine have no definite object; whereas, the prodigal had  he was going back to his father? 

    JTThat is what I was thinking. The work of God makes us definite. Indefiniteness of soul, or of purpose, would indicate that God is not working in such a case. 

    ARComing to himself would be something like the latter growth. 

    JTYes; there is a great deal in the prodigal coming to himself. As soon as God begins to work one thinks about oneself  what ones history has been, not of other things and of going hither and thither. 

    JEHThe plumb line is being applied. 

    ANWI will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel.. 

    AFMDo you think the seriousness of the far country of Luke 15 has been aggravated by the fact that Christ has been rejected by its inhabitants? 

    JTThe far country would be the world out of which Christ has been cast; but then the coming to oneself, as was remarked, would show that a plumb-line is in the midst of Gods people, that is where it is needed. When a man comes to himself he begins to face the facts of his position, and also to see that things are not hopeless. He would say, Why does God allow a sinful man such as I am to exist on earth? There must be some hope for me! 

    CAMWandering hither and thither will not help, it must be a personal matter in relation to God. 

    JTGod is not far from each one of us. As soon as one comes to oneself there is hope; and so the prodigal said immediately, How many hired servants of my fathers have abundance of bread, and I perish here by famine. 

    JTJrDoes Luke 15 show how we get recovered individually? 

    JTYes. Instead of running hither and thither for satisfaction, as we are told they would do in Amos, it is coming to oneself and reverting to ones history, to what God has been to one. The prodigal said, Father, I have sinned against heaven. In what way had he sinned against heaven? I believe in not giving thanks to God for all that He had given him. The bounty of heaven to men is disregarded by men generally, in that they do not give thanks to God for it. 

    WFKDoes God use His goodness to bring men to themselves? 

    JTYes. As soon as a man comes to himself, he reviews his history, and sees that things are not hopeless after all, because there is always some evidence of Gods goodness. The prodigal, instead of going hither and thither and joining himself to another citizen, begins to think of the God he once had to do with. 

    AJDHe says, I will rise up and go to my father. He turns to the right source. 

    JTQuite so. 

    CBIt is a great thing to know that in the Fathers house there is plenty. 

    JTThe prodigal had light, and there is light amongst men, but they do not like to retain God in their knowledge. When God begins to work, the subject of that work reverts to that. The knowledge of God has never left this world, but it is a question of the state of man  that he does not avail himself of it; when he comes to himself, he finds that God is not far from him. He is not far from any one of us. The apostle says, The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart, (Romans 10:8). How encouraging to find that the word is near thee, and so is available for all, for the grace of God has placed it all around us. 

    APThat is most helpful, for although the prodigal was in the midst of the famine, there was plenty elsewhere, and he could visualise it. 

    WGTHe did not blame God for his difficulties, but recalled what his fathers house had been. 

    JTHe was blaming himself  why should he be in that far country when his father had so much? The coming to himself helped him as to that point. Think of the bounty of heaven! Every morning it bestows something in the great variety of its goodness, and yet men do not give thanks. You will not see one man in a million giving thanks to God for his food, or for anything else he partakes of. Men enjoy the bounty of heaven, yet are utterly indifferent to God about it. 

    ANWThe prodigal took his portion and went into a far country, and dissipated it. 

    TAThen there arose a violent famine; but there must have been something of God with him. 

    JTYes; it was what his father gave to him  the property was divided. 

    TAWhat would that represent today? 

    JTWhat God has endowed men with. It says, Because, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful (Romans 1:21); God is by that means shut out. But when God begins to work, then men revert to what is known of God by them. 

    QuesDo you think the reduction he experienced helped him to come to himself? 

    JTYes; man, as having given up God, has become degraded, like the prodigal was, but as the work of God proceeds, men come to themselves and think of Him. 

    ARThe prodigal then says, How many hired servants of my fathers have abundance of bread. 

    AFMWhere would you place the gospel in this particular section of the chapter? 

    JTI do not know that you get it here; it is rather the effect of the work of God. The gospel would be seen in the fathers running to meet him and the provision the father made for him which was far beyond his expectation. The kisses and all that followed would be the gospel, but primarily these verses show the work of God in a mans soul that leads him to come to himself. 

    AFMAs in Romans 2:4, ... the goodness of God leads thee to repentance. 

    JTYes; there is nothing to indicate that anybody said anything to him in the far country. He came to himself and recalled what he had already known. 

    AFMAs a matter of fact, the famine was in the far country, and had to be experienced by him; there was no word of grace in the far country. 

    RDGNo one gave to him. 

    JTThe spirit of Christ, the spirit of giving, was not there. 

    ANWI suppose the gospel was in the telling of this to the publicans and the sinners, who drew near to hear Him. 

    JTJust so; they were coming to hear Him. 

    AJDDoes not this young mans coming to himself show that when everything else fails, the work of God stands? 

    JTYes; and it shows that without the gospel being formally presented the work of God is effective in a mans soul. It is in relation to what there may be in ones history with God; whether one is brought up by Christian parents or not, the work of God links with whatever light one may have. 

    APThe famine condition that God allows in souls is to make them feel their need; and would make room for the preaching of the gospel. 

    JTYes; the work of God is particularly seen in the prodigal. It is not seen actively in the lost sheep or in the lost piece of silver, these are rather to bring out the interest of divine Persons in seeking and finding; but the third case is to bring out the effect of the subjective work of God  that it has a result without any outward presentation of light to the subject of it. 

    ARSIt was the gnawings of hunger that led the prodigal to come to himself. 

    JTIf it had not been for the work of God in him he would have become worse and worse, so as to become desperate, but he did not become desperate, he came to himself. Then his history comes back to him, and in that history there was light as to what he had been overlooking and disregarding, and that begins to act on him. It is not what somebody told him, but what he himself knew. 

    ARSWere it not for the work of God in him he might have destroyed himself. 

    JTYes; the work of God in him is what the Spirit would emphasise; it operates to bring to light everything in ones history. God has not left Himself without witness, not only in doing good to men but also in what is actually connected with the history of men. 

    CAMWe would not think that Nebuchadnezzar would have thought of heaven, but after all he went through, at the end of the days he lifted up his eyes unto the heavens. 

    JTThat is an illustration of the same thing. It was the effect of the work of God in Nebuchadnezzars soul. The work of God showed itself also in Rahab. It linked her on with the light that was current, so that she knew about the drying up of the Red Sea before Israel, and of the destruction of the two kings of the Amorites. She was living in an environment where everything was against her, but the work of God in her triumphed, for it is always true to itself. 

    ANWOne of the thieves on the cross said, Dost thou too not fear God? (Luke 23:40). He had a sense of sinning against heaven; it was the effect of Gods work in him. 

    AFMThe prodigal says, I have sinned  not only had he sinned against heaven, but he says, before thee. You remarked that in the first two parables there was no activity seen in the lost sheep or the lost piece of silver, but the prodigal goes back to his father with a full confession of his sinful course. 

    JTYes; in the beginning of the chapter those who murmured said, This man receives sinners (verse 2). The publicans and sinners were drawing near to Him to hear Him. Why were they doing so? Why were they not going to the saloons and places of amusement? The chapter shows why, for it brings out the undercurrent of Gods work in men, which leads up to repentance and the Fathers embrace. 

    ABPIn several instances in the gospels the Lord says, Thy faith hath saved thee. Is that a confirmation of the work of God that has taken place in the soul? 

    JTYes. The publicans and sinners were said in our chapter to be coming near to hear Him. The opposers said, This man receives sinners and eats with them. The Lord must take up that challenge, and the chapter unfolds what is going on underneath in men, and justifies His receiving sinners, who are subjects of the work of God. 

    TAWhy did Nicodemus come to Jesus by night? 

    JTFor the same reason that prompted others in whom God was working. 

    TAThere must have been some feeling of famine in his soul. 

    JTWe know that thou art come a teacher from God, (John 3:2). Such a confession was a sure evidence of the work of God in him. 

    AFMWould this chapter be the Lords justification of God in what He is doing? 

    JTYes; the whole chapter is the justification of what was alleged; it is the explanation of what is going on in men, and is a rebuke to the opposers. Why should not the Lord receive sinners? Why should not the father receive the returning prodigal? Look at him now and see what a great difference there is in him; he was dead and has come to life again, and was lost and has been found! 

    WB-wHis conscience had been at work, and his whole moral being was changed. 

    APThe servants work of clothing the prodigal, etc does not come into view until the father had kissed him. 

    ANWThe Pharisees said, the Lord not only received sinners, but ate with them. 

    JTWhat a grand exemplification of that is seen later in the chapter: Let us eat and make merry! How perfectly suitable it was that they should have the eating, the music and dancing! It is a marvellous answer to the opposers, and shows what God is doing. 

    AFMDo you regard the elder brother as a Pharisee? 

    JTHe is just the opposer, but still in the place of outward relation to God; God owning that relation, too, and ready to bring him in also, in spite of his cavilling. 

    ARIs this chapter grouped with Ephesians  sonship, and the fathers house? 

    JTYes; it is the greatest result presented in the gospel. 

    WB-wIs the result of this famine the bringing in of the Gentiles and the exposure of the apostate Jew? 

    JTYes; it corresponds with Acts 10. 

    RALWhat did the famine teach the prodigal? 

    JTIt was used of God to remind him of what was in his fathers house, of what he possessed already as knowledge  not new knowledge, but knowledge neglected. 

    EBThe Gentile, as such, was never in relationship with God; then how did he know about the fathers house? 

    JTThe Gentiles are in relation to God as seen in Romans 3:29: Is he not (God) of the nations also? God made a wonderful covenant with Noah, who was the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and that covenant is not abrogated yet, for in Revelation 4:3 God reverts to it. 

    GMcPCornelius, the Gentile, came into new environments. 

    JTYes; but what is stated of Cornelius shows the work of God in him, and is the explanation of all that happened in Acts 10. 

    CBThe fathers house is still on the earth, is it not? 

    JTYes; the assembly answers to it. 

    WB-wI suppose the apostate Jew is still wandering from sea to sea as in Amos, because in the spirit of the elder brother he would not go in. 

    JTAs to Cornelius, the point that the Spirit makes in Acts 10:44 is what God is doing. It is not simply the preaching of the gospel, but what God is doing in souls. Peter is selected for this special service, and yet he did not lay his hands on Cornelius and his company, as he did to those who believed in Samaria. While Peter was yet speaking these words the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were hearing the word. Mark, it was not while they were hearing Peters word, but the word of God. It is a question of God and the Gentiles; He virtually was receiving the prodigal. 

    CAMThere is nothing more wonderful than the work of God; on account of it, heaven rejoices because the lost sheep, the lost piece of silver, and the depraved sinner are found. There comes a moment when there is the evidence of the work of God, and that is the moment which makes all heaven rejoice. 

    JTThat is what the prodigal represents. In these three parables we have that side. The shepherd goes after the sheep, that is his side; the woman lights a candle and seeks the silver piece, that is her work; neither the lost sheep nor the lost piece of silver were doing anything, but when you come to the prodigal, he goes off and then the thought of his fathers house comes into his soul without anyone saying anything to him. 

    JSIs that equivalent to quickening? 

    JTIt is the work of God in the prodigal, and its effect. I am a responsible being, but in that responsibility I look back on my history, and see what God has been to me in all that history. Divine testimony has come into it, and the work of God will link on with that. 

    ARCornelius had a history before Peter saw him. 

    ARSLater, through Peters preaching, he received the word of God, which, entering into his soul, gave light. 

    APAlthough men may turn their backs on God, He never turns His back on them. It says, But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell upon his neck, and covered him with kisses. 

    JTGod sees the movements of our hearts from the very outset of our exercises. 

    JEHHe is not far from each one of us, (Acts 17:27). 

    AJDWould the himself of verse 17 correspond with what the apostle says, I myself with the mind serve Gods law, (Romans 7:25)? 

    JTThat is right. Romans 7 is the great analytical chapter of scripture, and no one is in the assembly rightly unless he goes through it with God. 

    WFKWhom does the citizen represent? 

    JTOne in the ordered system of things. The government that man, like Nimrod, has set up without God. Nimrod was a rebel, as his name indicates, and yet, no doubt, he would make a great deal of citizenship  his kingdom began with Babel; he followed the example of Cain, who built a city. 

    AFMWhat would the swine suggest to you? 

    JTThey would be representative of unclean men and women; persons apart from the regenerate power of God, who swallow down everything that is presented to them. There was something in the prodigal that would refuse such food. He has not the taste, or desire of the unclean, although his hunger urged him to fill his belly with the husks. 

    RDGMany a man has a bad conscience in the theatre; he goes and yet is uneasy all the time he is there. 

    JSAs soon as we revert to heaven and the fathers house the famine ceases. 

    JTI will rise up and go; there is moral power in a man who says that! 

    JSThat is by the Spirits power. 

    JTIt is the effect of the work of God. I will say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son; there is definiteness in what he says to his father. The fruit of the work of God is beautiful in the eyes of heaven. God well knows it and the first evidence of it. So the Lord says in the first two parables, Thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, and, There is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner, (Luke 15:7,10). That is to call attention to the work of God and how it affects the sinner. In the prodigal it reverts to what he knew, and so he determines to go to his father and make a confession. The moral element is there, and every returning step he takes is delightful to heaven. 

    AFMThe determination to go to his father would be more than new birth? 

    JTYes; because there is light in his history; he reverts to light in his history, and that is what moves him, but then when the father sees him and runs to meet him and covers him with kisses, you come to the gospel  to what God is in Christ. 

    ABPIs that reconciliation? 

    JTWell, it is, and more than that; for the prodigal comes in for more. Think of the father covering him with kisses! 

    AJDWould you say there was a definite work of God in his soul, and that all the time that he was away from his fathers house he was really not himself? 

    JTI do not think he represented a converted man when he left his fathers house, but one who had been in an outward relation to God like the Gentiles, but God having begun to work in him, he comes to himself. What kind of man have I been? What has been my history? These are the questions he naturally would ask. Well, God has come into my history, he would say, and what a God! He has a house, and it is full of good things. That is the effect of the work of God. 

    AJDDo you not think that there was a work of God in him when he left the fathers house? 

    JTI think the prodigal represents the Gentiles, as having turned away from God. Then God begins to work with them, as seen in Cornelius and others. 

    AFMYour allusion to Acts 10 is good, because, as you were remarking, the same word fell is used there, with regard to the Spirit, as it is used in Luke 15:20. 

    Then Peter, earlier in that chapter, saw the sheet finally taken up into heaven again; would that not convey the thought of the fathers house of Luke 15? 

    JTYes; it is the fulness of the blessing. The Holy Spirit fell  mark you  not on all those that were in the house, but on all those who were hearing the word. The moral element is there, so that there is attention to the word  not Peters word, although it was his literally, but the word of God. 

    APDo you think the cherubim in 1 Chronicles, in their looking out, were waiting for this moment? 

    JTWell, that is the idea. Instead of looking down on the mercy seat, these additional cherubim stood on their feet and were looking outward  their faces were toward the house. 

    WGTThe elder brother did not understand the grace of the father; he thought he should be punitive toward the erring son. 

    JTYes, which shows that the Jew does not know God. 

    ARIt must have been a remarkable occasion for the bondmen to see and to hear all this. The father says, For this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. 

    WB-wThe prodigal had spent all. What had he to spend? 

    JTThe knowledge of God and all that went with it. It is found in Genesis 8 and 9, for instance. God blessed Noah and his sons, and entered into a covenant with them. That has never been annulled. 

    CBThe prodigal arose and went to his own father. 

    WGTHis former share of the property was simply an allotment, and did not detract from the property the father originally had. 

    JTIt was his share. The passage refers to what was known of God. Romans 1:19 says, Because what is known of God is manifest among them. 

    THWrath will fall from heaven on those who thrust the gospel from them. 

    JTThat is right. It is already on the Jew  the elder brother. But it is coming on men as such: There is revealed wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety, and unrighteousness of men holding the truth in unrighteousness, (Romans 1:18). 

  
    SMALLNESS (JT 96)

    Deuteronomy 7: 7; Amos 7: 1 - 9

    You will observe that there is the thought of smallness in these scriptures. In the first incident God is calling attention to it, and in the second, His servant Amos is calling Gods attention to the smallness of Jacob. My remarks will centre around these scriptures, which call forth much in the way of a general principle in relation to Gods ways and dealings with us: how He dissipates all natural thoughts at the roots. We are told to be natural, to think naturally, speak naturally, but God ever sets Himself against the natural in His sphere of things. Indeed He says the natural man understands not the things of the Spirit they are foolishness to him. He may seek to accommodate himself to them, but finally they are foolishness to him. And unless he is subject to God, he refutes them entirely. 

    God knows that, and from the outset He would dissipate what is natural: and one of the natural tendencies is the desire for bigness in the things of God. It is perfectly normal in the world, this desire for bigness. It shone out at Shinar as we remember, when they set about to build a city and a tower, the top of which would reach to heaven. 

    That was natural, and we might say normal in this world out of which God had been eliminated. They did not like to retain Him in their knowledge: they eliminated God from their calculations. So the outcome was that they would have something big. It comes right down to us, it is seen everywhere. Huge buildings, hospitals, cities, ships. Bigness is a feature, and will be while the world lasts as it is. Is not this great Babylon, that I have built? says Nebuchadnezzar. 

    God at the beginning would dissipate all that from the hearts of His people. He called Abraham out of that, and as called out, He refers back to him, to Isaac and Jacob in Psalm 105. They were few and of little account, and they went from one kingdom to another people. But God says in this verse (Deuteronomy 7: 7) referring to them, Not because ye were more in number than all the peoples, hath Jehovah been attached to you and chosen you, for ye are the fewest of all the peoples. 

    From these remarks, someone might think that smallness is a virtue. But it may not be a virtue; it may be the result of laziness; want of industry maybe, and that is not a virtue. But smallness on account of quality, because of refusing to take on the spirit of the world; smallness on account of non-absorption with the world is a virtue. 

    One said, it is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a contentious woman, and a house in common, Proverbs 21: 9. It means that those assuming to be the church, and taking the ground in relation to Christ, are marked by contentions and quarrellings. There is not a sect in Christendom that is not thus marked. There can be no dwelling with that spirit of contention. Even the church is subjected to Christ; not only subject, but subjected according to the mind of God. And the Holy Spirit works in her so that she is subjected. The mind of God for her is that she is placed in subjection to Christ; and the work of the Holy Spirit is to bring about subjection accordingly. So where a contentious spirit is, there is no dwelling. It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a contentious woman. But, Where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them. That is the kind of smallness to which virtue is attached and which heaven honours. 

    And that is what marked the beginning of Israel, 

    they did not link up with the world. The call to Abram was Go out of thy land. Why should that be first? Why not his family first? But it is thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy fathers house, intimating that national feeling is one of the strongest that appeals to nature. He got out from Haran; he was slow to leave his father, but after his father died, he removed and came out. Abram is definitely out: into the land of Canaan he came, and Psalm 105 contemplates him in that position. When they were a few men in number, of small account. Not that they were of no account to God; they were, but they were of small account in this world. 

    They went from one kingdom to another; they had not a foothold in those days. It was a question of purpose for them: they went from one kingdom to another, but they came under Gods protection. And the psalm says He reproved kings for their sakes. How precious! We may be sure that all the happenings today are in relation to those who love God. They are the apple of His eye, and all the happenings in the world bear relation to them. Nothing happens without God and nothing will be detrimental to them, for God has to say to the rulers of this world for the sake of those who love Him. So we want to be amongst those who love God. 

    He reproved kings for their sakes, saying, Touch not mine anointed ones, and do my prophets no harm. That is the protection they came under; it was when they were few and of small account. God reminds us that they were everything to Him, My prophets, My anointed. That is to say, where the Holy Spirit is owned; the anointing means the Spirit. 

    The Philistines were big men in the land in those days; they typify big people mentally. But touch not mine anointed; that is, the Spirit is the means of intelligence. He teaches you all things. It is the dignity of maturity, a certain character of intelligence which is beyond the natural mind. It may be foolishness to the natural man, and beyond him. 

    For who of men hath known the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? thus also the things of God knows no one except the Spirit of God. So the anointing refers to us who recognise the Spirit. Mine anointed and my prophets, it is very beautiful; and with the anointing is the prophetic word. The anointing is the dignity attached to us. The simplest believer is more intelligent than the most learned man. He has intelligence as regards God, and that is the only thing that counts. Material things do not count in eternity; it is only what continues that is of any value. 

    Let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, Jeremiah 9: 24. And if I know God I will speak about Him and not merely worship the creature, but rather the Creator. There are men in scientific circles spending their lives finding out things about the creature, and disregarding the Creator. In worshipping and serving the Creator, it is a question of knowing God and His knowing us. If any one love God, he is known of him, 1 Corinthians 8:3. 

    And therefore He loved Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He was known of them; and that is because of the anointing. Touch not mine anointed, they were dignified by the anointing, and then there was the prophetic word. Being anointed you speak of God; men eliminate God, but His prophets would bring Him in. The world may do what it wishes, but those who love God are bound to speak of Him; He is the theme of their conversation. My prophets, not Baals prophets. There were four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and but one prophet of Jehovah. And he stood out and they all went down before him; he was Gods prophet. 

    So in this verse you see how that is enlarged. Not because ye were more in number than all the peoples, hath Jehovah been attached to you and chosen you, for ye are the fewest of all the peoples; but because Jehovah loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath Jehovah brought you out with a powerful hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

    That is where every one in this world is; he is a bondman. He that serves sin is a bondman. God has set His love upon us and called us out of it. What an honour to be called out of it, not because we are many, but because of the fewness! He has chosen us according to His eternal purpose, applying it to ourselves. He set His love upon us and delivered us from the house of bondage. 

    Now in Amos this is taken up when Israel had been enlarged and again become small under the government of God. It is one thing to be small in our beginnings, as when Abram was called out, but it is another thing to be small under the government of God. Why are we so small? Why are there not more converts? That is a question for the heart, and Amos was observant as to it. We should not sit down and fold our hands, assuming that it is so and cannot be otherwise. It can be otherwise. That is what this chapter brings out, and Amos understood in effect. 

    It is the Lord Jehovah you observe, in verses 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6, and in verse 7 it is just the Lord. Then in verse 8 the original word is not the same as in verse 7. It is Jehovah in verse 8 and in verse 7 it is Master. Now I mention that not to make a point of it, but it is a question of the covenant. Those who love God will always be touched by the thought of His covenant, because it expresses His love and special interest in His own. And He calls the prophets attention to what is going to happen; some governmental action that is going to be disastrous for the people of God. We have no such indication from God, although He is ever ready to convey to us pending happenings, perhaps not in this exact way, but the Holy Spirit has a way of impressing us, so that the people of God are never in the dark. They always know; if they cannot give an account, yet they are assured in themselves, God assures us in ourselves. 

    So we find that He shows Amos the pending calamity. It says, Thus did the Lord Jehovah chew unto me; and behold, he formed locusts in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth, and behold, it was the latter growth after the kings mowings. Now this had not happened yet, and it never did happen, thank God. It was a vision of pending happening which God repented of. 

    Some of us may wonder why the word should be used that God should change His mind. It is compatible with His divine nature. God is perfectly righteous to send calamity, but He is righteous to cancel it. Why should not God do that? Love will do that. God is not governed by the law of the Medes and Persians; God is God. And God is love, and He is perfectly right in ordering judgments, but He may also be perfectly right in cancelling them. 

    And so He reveals to Amos the pending calamity. He formed the grasshoppers Himself. We most of us know the disastrous effect of a plague of locusts. They eat up everything. So God can use the most insignificant creatures to carry out the most serious judgments. That is what God can do. Scientific men can tell us a good deal about the locusts, but God can use these insignificant creatures to carry out His judgment. It is to call attention to the immensity of His instrumentalities. 

    He formed them and they are to eat up the grass, 

    after the kings mowings  the Lords rights over His people. You might have some result in this town, but that does not follow that it would continue. But what comes in after the kings mowings, the tender grass coming up, the latter growth; these locusts are going to eat it up. And Amos says, O Lord Jehovah ... . How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. How pleasing that was to God! It was the result He sought. It was the kings mowings in Amos; He was getting His joy from the heart of His servant, in one who was concerned. How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. And God repented. 

    Dear brethren, one would urge that we should get near to the Lord and be sure to solicit His intervention. He is ready to hear us. It is the first-fruit of what He is doing. He showed the prophet this and formed the locusts in the vision, and Amos interposed and threw himself between the disaster and the people. Jesus entered into Gethsemane and into death and the grave to stand between the judgment and His people. And the Spirit of Christ is seen in Amos when he says, How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. And the Lord said, It shall not be. So Amos got the gain of it and carried his ministry to the people. Any manifestation of God is not for the servant alone; it gives character to his service to the people of God. Amos would tell them about this, how that they were saved from this calamity. And so today, those who are in the secret of God will turn to Him about the conditions which prevail and He will hear and do. It shall not be. And it was not. 

    And behold, the Lord Jehovah called to contend by fire; and it devoured the great deep. That is a remarkable way of expressing the power of fire; of its eating up the inheritance. It was a greater disaster than the other. And the prophet says, O Lord Jehovah ... . How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. It is the acceptance of the smallness under the government of God because of the failure of Israel. And God accepts the solicitation of His servant, and says, This also shall not be. For God loves His people. In the days of Abraham God came down from fifty to ten: I will not destroy it for the tens sake. Abraham did not go further than that, and the city was destroyed. It shows the importance of prayer by every one of us in view of conditions; God will answer it: This also shall not be, and it was not. So these two great disasters did not happen at all. It is an important principle, because God has placed His people in the position of priests unto Him, and He hears and acts for them. Revelation brings that out. 

    Then the next vision is in the seventh verse Thus did he shew unto me. It is not the Lord God here, and behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. And Jehovah said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumb-line. And the Lord said, Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more. And the high places of Isaac shall be desolated, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will arise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword. 

    This is the third vision: there is no repentance this time; there is no prayer on the part of Amos. It is a very solemn vision this. The introduction of the high places of Isaac, who is a type of Christ risen, would mean that there are those in the position of priests, who are most exalted, and yet God says, I am not going to pass by them any more, meaning that He is going to execute judgment upon them. It is very solemn and it might be applied to the general state of the professing church, Babylon; God has been prolonging this day of grace, but He solemnly calls a halt. 

    The Lord is seen now standing upon a wall which is made by a plumb-line; that means a refutation of the general principles of christendom with its lawlessness and loose thoughts and contentions that we were speaking of. They are building as they like, without a plumb-line, without a spirit level. Babylon heaps her sins one upon the other. That is building without a plumb-line; that is christendom. Not living stones but sins, heaping them one on the other. 

    What must that be to heaven? The high places of Isaac, the greatest pretension of things. God is standing upon a wall built by a plumb-line. It can stand His weight, the exceeding ... weight of glory. He is supported by the wall. Is our fellowship great enough for that? The fellowship of Gods Son; that is what this means. It shuts out evil and shuts in good. Standing on the altar means grace, but standing on the wall built by a plumb-line is solidity. God stands on that built by a plumb-line. You have been falsifying all My thoughts, forcing false doctrines into My house. My building is on the principle of the plumb-line, and I will not pass by you any more. It is very solemn; it is pending now. 

    So any building of Gods must be according to the plumb-line. He has got His principles; we must not force our principles on God. The temple was built entirely according to the pattern given to David. While God brooks mans devices, He bears with them, but He refuses them. Anything not according to the plumb-line will come under the judgment of God. It is very solemn. I am not speaking so much of that as of the importance of prayer, like Amos getting to God as impending dangers and disasters are discerned, and seeing that if they come upon them, How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. But the prayer of Amos pleases God and He says, It shall not be. How sweet it is that we can continue, knowing that our labour is not in vain in the Lord! The quality is much more important. 

    He drinks of the brook by the way; He loves to come in, however few there may be. He does not wish that it should dry up. While the Holy Spirit is down here the Lord will continue. Amos discerned the mind of God and prayed according to it. And our prayers will be heard. He is ready to be moved. This also shall not be, said the Lord Jehovah. May God bless the word. 
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    AMOS 9 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Amos 9: 7 - 15

    CACThe prophecy of Amos at Bethel is a remarkable testimony to the patience of Jehovah with a people who had departed from Him. Bethel no longer had the character of the house of God. Amaziah said, The land is not able to bear all his words. If Gods word is refused He takes it away (see chapter 8: 11, 12). Behold, days come, saith the Lord Jehovah, when I will send a famine ... of hearing the words of Jehovah. Forty years ago a servant of the Lord said, The Bible ceases to be light from God, and it is more true now, though copies of the Scriptures are multiplied. What comes from God is the only security for men. When lawlessness breaks out men will feel the great loss they have sustained in the undermining of the Scriptures. Persons unable to cope with it will long for the restraint and comfort of the word of God and will not be able to find it. 

    QuesWill they have bibles? 

    CACOh yes, they will have bibles. 

    QuesWhat will the Scriptures be to them? 

    CACA bit of ancient literature, as it is now for many. Meanwhile, God does not descend from His own standard, as we see in chapter 9 where the Lord is standing upon the altar. I think that indicates that God does not depart from His own standard of holiness. The altar, of course, speaks of the death of Christ; and that remains Gods standard, and there is no right or holy basis for anything in this world but the death of Christ. 

    RemIt speaks of judgment too. In Psalm 22, And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. 

    CACYes. The altar is expressly said to be Holiness of holinesses, which is the strongest expression used of holiness. It is the same expression as that used of the holiest of all. 

    God cannot endure the flesh. The only way of escape for any child of Adam is the death of Christ. God has made a holy way out, has He not? That evil is abhorrent to the nature of God is shown in the death of Christ; anything not in harmony with that must go. The Lord stands there to express His judgment of everything that is going on in Israel. 

    The plumb-line would speak of righteousness; there is no better illustration of it. And it is also a constructive idea; a wall is constructed according to the rectitude of the divine standard. 

    RemHim who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become Gods righteousness in him (2 Corinthians 5: 21). 

    CACAnd the result of that apprehended would be that righteousness would mark us. The plumb-line is to be applied at every point. It looks in this chapter as if all was excluded in Israel, yet verse 8 says, Only that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith Jehovah. Very beautiful is the introduction of a reserved remnant. All through the church period there is a remnant of Israel reserved as an elect remnant. Israel will be shaken, it says, like as one shaketh corn in a sieve; yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. He is looking after His grain. And He is going to rebuild all that has fallen down. I will raise up its ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old. 

    QuesWhy is the tabernacle connected with David here? 

    CACBecause I think the dispensation realised its full glory in David. He was the man after Gods own heart. 

    QuesWould it be in the sense that the service of God continued through all generations? 

    CACYes. Things in that dispensation came to a climax under David. In our dispensation we have come to the reality of that which is typified. We know Him in that character, we have to do with David. He says to Philadelphia, These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David ..., and in Revelation 22, I Jesus ... I am the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star. That which came in of David, of Christ as David, was committed to mans responsibility and has fallen down. It was divinely perfect in every detail but has fallen and is now a hopeless ruin, and that is the condition today. 

    QuesWould Acts 15: 16, 17 be some of the prophetic scriptures referred to in Romans 16: 26? 

    CACYes. James stood up to support the new departure there in Acts 15. 

    RemGod secures that which can be carried over into His purpose. 

    CACThe only way out of the confusion is to have divine thoughts built up in our souls. That is the character of the church today, Gods original thoughts set out by the apostles being built up in souls. The thing now is to get the truth built into souls, that is what God is working. It is not exactly anything new. It says here, I will build it as in the days of old; that is, going back to the original thoughts. And it is open to all saints. These thoughts in themselves cannot be ruined. Great and precious thoughts of God have been made known by the apostles and we are to walk together in the light and power  where there is power  of them. 

    The tabernacle of David in one sense is the whole divine system brought in by Christ and set up in the power of the Spirit. As built up in souls, it prepares for blessing, so there is no gap in the agricultural year, there is always something going on. 

    RemIt has been said that these prophetic books all end on a hopeful note. 

    CACAnd the whole Bible ends on that note-the holy city. Revelation is a book of judgments, yet it finishes with the bride and the Lamb, and the holy city coming down. This scripture will be literally true for Israel in the millennium, but there is a far greater thing coming. The millennium is not only limited (it is not eternal) but it is an inferior order of blessing. 

    RemThere is wonderful blessing connected with the millennium too. 

    CACWell, you do not want it in your circumstances now. We must not let the earthly side occupy our minds. Our own position, what God has given to us in Christ, is of a heavenly order. So we might be miserable in our circumstances, but in triumph in our portion; that is possible. I suppose Paul had a miserable life, and he said, I die daily; that is, he was continually ill-treated and spoken against, but he was always rejoicing in connection with his portion in Christ in heaven. The work of God now is to build up the truth in souls; then we shall be sure to walk together. 

    RemThe cities shall be built, it says. 

    CACThat is, the local assemblies; as the truth forms them they are brought to walk together. It is not a question of getting into fellowship. We want to get away from the outward to what God is doing to build up the truth of God in souls. You could not have six people built up in the truth without their being together according to the assembly of God. Thousands of saints have found this to be a great reality. There is always a harmony and correspondence in the ways of God whatever the dispensation may be, and we see a correspondence in what God is doing in the assembly with what He was doing in Israel. We belong to a dispensation that is ruined, that is, the truth as committed to mans responsibility, all that is ruined. The truth that is built up in our souls cannot be ruined. There is no time lost; for saints walking in the truth there will always be something going on; there is no break in the continuity of the labour. The thing to be concerned about is that what is connected with our system should be built up in our souls. Then we shall become firm, a wall built by a plumb-line. 

    QuesIt says, The mountains shall drop new wine, and all the hills shall melt; would you explain that? 

    CACAnd it is all for a people who have forfeited everything and who are in captivity. For us it is the fulness of heavenly blessing, and who could describe that? I suppose few of us know much about what that is. 

    The church was in ruins when Paul wrote, All seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ (Philippians 2: 21). Well, that is ruin, is it not? I hope we shall be encouraged to go in for the full wealth of God. 

  
    GOD STANDING ON THE ALTAR (JT 11)

    Amos 9:1 - 6

    What is specially in my mind is the position in which the Lord is seen in this chapter; He is standing upon the altar. One could speak of many positions in which the Lord is seen, using the term Lord for the moment as referring to Christ. He is seen at the right hand of God; He is seen walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks in Revelation; and Isaiah says, In the year of the death of King Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple, (Isaiah 6:1). But here He is standing upon the altar. The Lord Jesus was upon the altar in another attitude; it touches the believer to connect Him with the altar. There are several altars spoken of in Scripture; one of the most interesting being in Genesis 22, where Christ is seen figuratively bound to it. The ram caught in the thicket by its horns, being offered up, is the complete thought typically of Christs sacrificial death. 

    There was nothing feigned about Jesus; however you view Him, everything is real, especially Gethsemane and the cross. Our sins were there, but He went forward; He bare our sins, we are told, in His own body, (1 Peter 2:24). He has done many things through others, and He is doing things through others, and He will do things through others, but He did that Himself; He bare our sins in His own body on the tree. And not only so, but He was made sin; (2 Corinthians 5:21). Let us take that in. Not only did He become identified with us in His death, but He was made sin for us. How thoroughly, therefore, sin has been dealt with, and it is that we might become Gods righteousness in him; not only accounted righteous, but we become the thing itself. 

    But here He is standing on the altar. That is to say, God is standing on the altar. That is His attitude, and although the setting related to Gods earthly people, and will have application and has had application, it has application now. It depicts in a striking manner, to my mind, the present attitude of God in Christendom, for it has to be remembered that the gospel service today is almost entirely within the area of Christendom; within the sphere in which men and women profess nominal relationship with God. The name Christian is nothing if it is not that, and it is what this scripture implies that in spite of the conditions that have come about in the area of Christian profession, God is still standing on the altar. That is the position. It will not last long; the standing attitude intimates that it is not for a great duration. The sitting attitude is for duration, but this is a standing attitude and one whence God speaks in the most solemn manner to persons who are in outward relationship with Him, but void of any inward relationship, and therefore occasioning His most stern resentment. Yet the altar is there, the means of being in positive vital relationship with God are there. There can be none without the altar. And so I am here tonight as well as thousands of others elsewhere, standing up in this service to convey to you that God is still speaking in relation with the altar; but He may cease at any time, and without warning; indeed, He is full of ire in regard of the attitude and conduct of those who are nominally in relationship with Him. It is wonderful to those of us who know God, to see how patient He is, how He continues patiently in the gospel, in His gracious attitude towards men in the presence of such indifference, such worldliness, such disregard for His rights as are manifest generally. 

    Lately one has been dwelling on the history of Ahab. He represents Christendom. He is one of the worst men spoken of in Scripture, and his wife the worst woman, yet God undertakes to help him and to save him. And so it is that in spite of the unparalleled wickedness of mankind as seen in Christendom, where despite has been done to the Spirit of grace, where the blood of the covenant has been trampled under foot, where Christs rights have been denied on every hand and are being denied, where His Person has been blasphemed, I am here tonight to announce the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, that God is still saving, and that He is without partiality, for He would save even an Ahab. If so, why not you, however bad you may be? Before there is any mention of Jezebel, Ahab is said to be one of the wickedest of men, and to add to this he married her. It was in his days that Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho (1 Kings 16:34); that is to say, the world as opposed to God, once overthrown, is set up again. Yet the man in whose reign that was done is an object of mercy with God! The Syrians attack him and God sends a prophet to him to tell him that he is going to help him. So I am here to tell you that God is ready to save you. 

    Possibly in the city of Rome the gospel is being announced; the gospel is announced in all the great cities of Christendom, where wickedness is at its height; all this is in keeping with Gods grace to Ahab. The Syrians are outside his gates in multitudes. Today the power of the enemy is here; Satan in power is against men. But God says to Ahab, I will deliver you from them. Ahab says, By whom? And God says, By the servants of the princes of the provinces, and Ahab himself was to lead. That is God! And so there are two hundred and thirty-two servants of the princes of the provinces and seven thousand of Israel  a little handful in the presence of the multitude of the Syrians, yet God helped Ahab and delivered him. 

    Again the Syrians come up, and they say, God is a god of the mountains, but He is not a god of the valleys; (1 Kings 20:28). Is he not a God of the valleys? Has He not descended into death? Yes, He has, He that ascended is the same as He that descended and overthrew the power of the enemy in its own stronghold. That is what God has done in Christ, and that is the God we announce to you. He is here tonight to deliver your soul. He is not only a God that operates above; He operates below, He has a right of way everywhere. 

    And so the Syrians come man for man, and horse for horse, an immense army to attack Ahab. It may be some of you can put yourselves into Ahabs position; you have no merits whatever. None of us has any, and it is when you renounce all merit that you are ready for Gods salvation. So the Syrians come with all their forces thinking that God is the God of the mountains only, but He is the God of the valleys as well. The Syrians did not know this. The gospel is to illuminate us. It is the light we need; Satan darkens. Ahab musters his army like two little flocks of goats (1 Kings 20:27), and there they are, as we may say, in perfect weakness in the presence of the enemies hosts. But God gives deliverance; one hundred thousand of the Syrians are slain in one day. You see the power of God active at the present time in spite of the wickedness all around in the sphere of Christian profession, and that power is here tonight; He is making known His ire, His resentment of mens ways, but He is standing on the altar as it were, and announcing the gospel, and at the same time making plain that there is no possibility of escaping His judgment if you refuse it. You may go up to heaven or down to hell, He says, but He will find you. 

    He further says, Though they hide themselves on the top of Carmel, I will search and take them out thence; and though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, there will I command the serpent, and it shall bite them; and though they go into captivity before their enemies, there will I command the sword, and it shall slay them, (Amos 9:3,4). You see it is with God we have to do, but He is standing on the altar; He is not on the great white throne yet, but He is announcing what is imminent, His judgment from which no unbeliever can escape. Persons may exalt themselves to heaven, or descend to the depths of this world where the eye of their neighbour may never reach them; to the dens of this world whose guests are in the depths of hell. (Proverbs 9:18) Some may seek out those places and think no eye sees, but God knows. You cannot escape the eye of God, and not only this, but He will follow you there. You may go to the pleasures of the world, that is to say, Carmel, which means a park, or to the depths of the sea, which, I suppose, is humanity in the sense of the democratic element where it is hard to find people, where there is no distinction, but God knows. In all the myriads of the dead, every one is known to God. He has books. He speaks in language that is intelligible to us and when He refers to His books, He implies that there is enough space to include an account against every name. Then in the depths of the sea there is a serpent. You may think there is something in mutual relations, the current drift of mankind, but there is a serpent in them. The beast comes out of that condition. But even here God controls in it; the serpent serves His will; the judgment will find you. 

    The opportunity is now given you to draw near to the light of the altar. Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures, and that he was buried and that he was raised the third day, according to the Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:3,4) and through Him, is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe are justified from all things (Acts 13:38,39). That is the gospel, and that gospel is going forth, but the time of grace is about to terminate. Where shall we be then? His judgment will still find us. It is a solemn scripture and I would urge every one here not to take any risks in regard to this matter. Take account of Gods present attitude on the altar while you may, and have matters between your soul and Him settled. The great white throne means no hope, but the altar means hope. The harvest is not yet past, nor the summer ended, so that you may be saved. Will you not? God is waiting on you; He is waiting on you tonight as a Saviour. 

    He speaks about the land. He touches it and it melteth, and all that dwell in it mourn; and it rises up like the Nile. One has seen such things. It rises up like the Nile; it may be in prosperity, may be in some vaunting of its leaders, but God is doing it. Current happenings should be observed by us. God is not the God of heaven only; He is the God of the earth. He is operating in the governments of the world, and generally, He is over-ruling in all current movements. Thus there are risings up like the Nile and sinkings like the river of Egypt. Men are carried high, for instance in material prosperity. Values run up and run up, but then they go down, like the river of Egypt. They go down, down, down, and that is exactly what has recently happened. Do you think it is accidental? Not at all; God is seeking to get mens souls. He will shake the world to get at you. He may take away your wife, your children, your business, because He wants you. That is what God does. Are you not afraid of Him? Have you no thought of God from whom your breath comes? We all live by Him, as Scripture says. He would warn you through His word here tonight. But although He warns you as to judgment, He says, Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is none else, (Isaiah 45:22). He shakes things up and down so that men might think, that they might become serious and say, What are we to do? I believe the leaders of this world are trembling. Another great war, one says, will end civilisation. Maybe it will end civilisation, as we call it, but in the present troubles God is seeking to get souls. As I said, He is saying, Look unto me, and be ye saved ... for I am God, and there is none else. How impressive that is: There is none else. When you come to the Jordan, that is to say, when you come to die, where is there any other help? Why not take advantage of the present, whilst you are well, and settle matters? God is waiting on you. 

    Then our chapter says, It is he that buildeth his upper chambers in the heavens. Surely He has some purpose in that; He does not act in vain. Some of us are to be there, in those dwellings in the heavens. God builds His stories, or spheres in the heavens beyond the raging of the flood here. Do you think He is building in vain? I do not. I know that He is considering for me, and for every believer. The Lord Jesus spoke about going to prepare a place for us. There is the gospel of the glory; there is a gospel that contemplates heaven for believers. The apostle Paul writes to the Ephesians about their being raised up and seated in the heavenlies in Christ, and in connection with this says, By grace ye are saved. (Ephesians 2:5) What is salvation? Complete salvation implies that we are taken out of this world altogether; it is, so to speak, the salvation of place. Did you ever think of that? God has a place for the believer. Is that of interest to you? We would love to have you come along with us. We are going there; here we have no continuing city. We seek one to come, also a heavenly country, and so it is said that God has prepared for us a city; (Hebrews 11:16). 

    And then He has a vault on the earth. The word troops in the authorised version is very vague; the better translation says that God hath founded his vault upon the earth. That is to say, He not only has rights up there; He also has rights down here. The millennial day, I believe, will show the perfect relation between the heavens and the earth, and God will have a people on the earth in full relation with heaven. He will have a place for His earthly people, and there will be perfect relation between the spheres above and those below. But the gospel today is in relation to a place above, and so there is, as I said, the gospel of place. I believe this gospel is largely for Christians. Sometimes we assume that the gospel is only for unbelievers, but it is an entire mistake. The great gospel epistle, Romans, was written to Christians, and the epistle to the Ephesians, which speaks about the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of Christ, was written to Christians, and, as I said, it is that epistle that speaks about believers being seated in heaven. 

    And so I would suggest to the brothers and sisters here, the importance of the gospel of place. Some are justified, thank God; your sins are forgiven through the death of Christ, but you are not delivered from this world; your hopes are in connection with this world. What you need to understand is that God has a place for you infinitely better than this world. He would stir you up that you may not remain in this place; your hopes and desires are in relation to the wrong place. God never intended to justify you so that you should have your hopes in this world The Lord Jesus spoke about that world, and the resurrection, in which He says, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, for neither can they die any more, for they are equal to the angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection, (Luke 20:35,36). Is that not inspiring? I think it is. I think the gospel of a place in heaven is wonderful. God has a place for us up there: Because of his great love wherewith he loved us, ... has quickened us with Christ and has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, (Ephesians 2:4 - 6). And then He says, For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is Gods gift. That is the thing. 

    Then there is another thing here; He calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out of the face of the earth; Jehovah is his name. The sea is a symbol of many things, but one special thing said about it is, that it is Gods and He made it; (Psalm 95:5). I never go on the sea without that in my mind. He has paths in the great waters of the sea. But then there are the waters themselves, and our scripture says, He that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth. He has resource; the sea is a symbol of this. He has used it for judgment, but He also uses it for the benefit of the earth. What would we do without the waters of the sea? Some of you here may not think of these things, but human existence as it is now on earth depends upon the sea. It is thus typical of His resources in grace. There is the system of grace, it involves the Spirit. The Lord Jesus was full of grace, (John 1:14). But now it has become a system in connection with the Spirit and in it there are wonderful divine resources. He has means of equalising so that there is fruitfulness; therefore He calls for the waters of the sea and brings them on the arid earth. 

    It may be some thirsty soul here tonight feels the need of God refreshing him in this way. Literally the water comes by the way of clouds. God said of old, when we have clouds first mentioned. Whenever I put a cloud in the sky, I will put a bow in it (Genesis 9); that is to say, it is for good. In Elijahs time there was a famine for three and a half years. God brings a famine into the soul, but it is limited. With Elijah there is the idea of prayer, he prayed and there was a famine; he prayed again and God sent rain from heaven and the earth bore its fruit; (James 5:17,18). Where did that rain come from? From the sea, what God has here already. In the same sense, help comes into the soul now from what is here in the Holy Spirit. One desires that we should have our souls bathed in the abundant grace that there is in the divine system. So, although Elijah prayed, he had to get his face between his knees in the profoundest exercise at the top of Carmel. He sends his servant out once, twice, three times and so on, but the seventh time he looks out on the Mediterranean and says, Behold, there is a cloud, small as a mans hand, (1 Kings 18:44). That water is to be lifted up from the Mediterranean: it is coming up first in the size of a mans hand, but it falls on Palestine in volume. The land of promise, is thus to yield its fruits. 

    That is what God does, and so Elijah says, Go up, say to Ahab, Harness and go down, that the pour of the rain stop thee not. And the heavens were covered with clouds and the rain came down. That is God! He is not only a God of judgment; He is a God of grace. The grace of God, we are told, carries salvation with it, and so it is He that calls the waters from the sea and pours it out upon the earth. And then it adds, Jehovah is his name. Will you not draw near and trust in that name? It is a strong tower. All these things enter into it, especially the last; the wonderful grace of God waiting to greet you and to meet you in all your need. The Lord is his name. 
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