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    HABAKKUK 1 AND 2 (CAC 8)

    Habakkuk 1; Habakkuk 2

    In the vision of Nahum it is seen that the people of God have been afflicted, and that He knows those who trust in Him, but their personal exercises do not appear. The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see stands in contrast with this, for it throws into strong relief the exercises of a faithful heart in a time of sore trial, and shows what that heart reaches for its own joy before there is any outward deliverance. 

    Habakkuk prophesied many years later than Nahum, and in his time things had reached the point when there was no remedy (2 Chronicles 36: 16); the people were about to fall by Jehovahs judgment under the power of a terrible enemy. The whole state of things was most testing, and particularly because the cry of a distressed heart seemed to be unheeded. Jehovah, how long shall I cry and thou wilt not hear?. I cry out unto thee, Violence! and thou dost not save. Why dost thou cause me to see iniquity, and lookest thou upon grievance? For spoiling and violence are before me; and there is strife, and contention riseth up. Therefore the law is powerless, and justice doth never go forth; for the wicked encompasseth the righteous; therefore judgment goeth forth perverted, verses 2 - 4. Everyone must feel that this is not altogether inapplicable at the present time, and it brings suffering upon the people of God as well as upon others. Faith could hardly be more severely tested than by seeing the people of God suffer oppression without any apparent intervention of God on their behalf. 

    But the answer to this deep exercise was that the prophet was called to Behold, and wonder marvellously; for I work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be declared to you, verse 5. It is very striking that the apostle Paul applied this scripture to the work which God is doing now, and which is declared in the glad tidings. This is, indeed, the greatest work which God has ever done. He has raised up Jesus from among the dead, and the blessed declaration is going forth: Be it known unto you, therefore, brethren, that through this man remission of sins is preached to you, and from all things from which ye could not be justified in the law of Moses, in him every one that believes is justified, Acts 13:38, 39. How good it would be if men took account of what God is declaring now! There is a widespread recognition that it is suitable to pray in a time of pressure that God may intervene. But comparatively few seem interested to know that He has intervened in a most wonderful way, and that He is causing it to be declared that men may believe it. All the distress of men and of nations can be accounted for by the fact that men have not believed what God has declared in the glad tidings. 

    Then Gods corrective ways with His people are always going on, as they were in Habakkuks day. It is always faiths privilege to recognise Gods hand in the afflictions and pressures that come upon His people. In that day He was raising up an enemy who worshipped his own power; verse 11. But Habakkuks reaction to the terrible description of the Chaldeans in verses 6 - 11 is, Art thou not from everlasting, Jehovah my God, my Holy One? verse 12. He takes, as it were, personal possession of Jehovah as his God, his Holy One. This is ever faiths answer to what seems to be overwhelming. Whatever Israel or Judah might have been, whatever the Chaldeans might be, Jehovah was from everlasting. He was the one great Reality, subsisting eternally. Nothing can get behind this. And the conclusion which faith draws from it is, We shall not die. Looking at the Chaldeans would lead nature to say, We shall all die, but faith looking at the eternal God says, We shall not die. However severe Gods dealings may be, faith is fully assured that they are in the way of correction for His people. Jehovah thou hast ordained him for judgment; and thou, O Rock, has appointed him for correction, verse 12. It could not be otherwise in the estimation of faith; those who fear God and honour Him in their hearts know that He is for them and not against them, and that His correction is the correction of love, and for their benefit. 

    But faith has its exercises when it sees that God keepeth silence when the wicked swalloweth up a man more righteous than he, verse 13. Why should God allow such things to pass? Why should He allow the wicked to take men and do as they like with them, so that men worship the very means they use when they find them Successful? verse 16. We can see these things going on today: how are they affecting us? Faith says, I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will look forth to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer as to my reproof, chapter 2: 1. It is for each one of us to take up this position. What is God about to say to me in connection with all the questions which His ways raise in my heart? There is always some element of reproof in Gods correction: He does not rebuke without cause. The watchful soul on the tower will hear what He says, and be prepared to answer. When God speaks correctively He expects an answer; He expects us to take up the exercise intelligently, and answer as having understood what He said. The psalmist answered when he said, Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep thy word: It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn thy statutes, Psalm 119: 67, 71. See also Job 42:1 - 6. 

    When we answer to Gods reproving ways He always makes further communications. And Jehovah answered me and said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but it hasteth to the end, and shall not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; for it will surely come, it will not delay. The vision looks on to the full deliverance of Gods people, which has so large a place in the word of prophecy; that is, it looks on to the coming of the Lord. It was to be made very plain that faiths hopes and expectations as to the future on earth would only be realised then. The it of Habakkuk 2: 3 is changed by the Spirit of God into he when He quotes this passage in Hebrews 10:37. There, receiving what is promised stands in contrast with losing what the Hebrew believers had possessed on earth. It gives added heavenly light as to the vision. But whether it be Israels earthly deliverance, or the saints of the assembly getting their heavenly place in actuality, the appointed time is the coming of the Lord. The saints of the assembly will be caught up at the rapture into their own heavenly place, and the remnant of Israel will be delivered and brought into their promised earthly blessing after the Lord appears. The word through Habakkuk was, though it tarry wait for it, but when the Holy Spirit quotes this passage in Hebrews 10 He says nothing about tarrying; He says, For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay. There was a tarrying period when Habakkuk wrote the vision; Daniels seventy weeks had to come in, but there are no prophetic periods for the assembly, no thought of tarrying now. The vision, so far as we are concerned, would put all saints in the attitude of constant expectancy, and thus entirely apart in spirit from such persons as are described by the words, Behold his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him, chapter 2: 4. The one who is just; Gods just one (see note to Hebrews 10: 28) 

    lives by faith. All that belongs to the vision is a reality to him and he lives by the faith of it, though having as yet no outward deliverance. The New Testament very distinctly applies the just shall live by faith to the present time. Though the Messiah has come and redemption has been accomplished, it is still the faith period. If we slip away from faith we have nothing left by which to live Godward. In the law period the proposal was that men should live by doing these things (Galatians 3: 11, 12), but now we live by faith, and through faith we get the Spirit. Outside faith and the Spirit there is no life Godward or in power, and this will go on until the day of deliverance when the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea, chapter 2:14. That is Gods great objective as regards the earth, but in the meantime He is in His holy temple, and all the earth is called to hear what He may be pleased to say. 

  
    HABAKKUK 1 AND 2 (SUBSTANCE OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Habakkuk 1: 1 - 17; Habakkuk 2: 1

    Habakkuk is particularly a record of the exercises of faith in a time of great trial, and the result of these exercises in blessing and joy before any obtained deliverance  that is the book of Habakkuk in one word. 

    I think the book has a particular bearing on us today. No one can say it is not a time of peculiar trial. 

    The object God had in view in disappointing the prophet (verses 1 - 4) was that he might engage himself with what God was doing (see verse 5). It is Gods answer to his exercise. Though it looked outwardly as if God were doing nothing, He was doing something and He wanted faith to be occupied with what He was doing and to marvel at it. God is never quiescent. At present (1943) He has brought a great scourge upon Europe, but it is really for the correction of His people, it is for their good (verses 6 - 11). Instead of the prophet being overwhelmed and quaking he is just turned to God. He says, Art thou not from everlasting, Jehovah my God, my Holy One? It leads Him to take personal possession of God. And that is really what God would bring us to at the present time. 

    In quiet times we are apt to forget Him. 

    Those who fear Him and honour Him will never be objects of His anger; He will always be for them. Looking at the Chaldeans, he might say, We shall die, but looking at God  the eternal God  faith says, We shall not die. To come to the reality of God is a great thing, and the trials and testings of the present time are all to bring us to that. Faith is assured that if any trial or pressure comes, it is for the good of Gods people; it is impossible that it should be anything else. 

    Yet the prophets apprehension of Gods holiness adds to his exercise and makes things more difficult. How can such a God let things pass? So faith has its puzzles and difficulties. This is an exercise of faith. But faith always comes to the conclusion that if there is a puzzle, God has something special to say to me in it  in connection with that very thing. These are exercises of faith, not of unbelief. 

    The proper reaction to this is, I am to watch, I am to listen, God has something to say to me in this. It is a fine thing to know there is always a tower you can get up into and hear something you never heard before. When God is correcting His people it intimates there is always something in us needful for correction. What shall I answer? That is, he is under reproof and what is the thing to answer? God expects His people to understand and answer intelligently. On the tower he leaves all below and turns to hear what God has to say to him. God has something of reproof to say to Habakkuk, and he says, I want to know how to answer it. At a time like this there is a general call to His faithful people to get up on the tower and consider, each one for himself and herself, What does this mean? And when we get light from God we know how to answer. The psalmist says, Before I was afflicted, I went astray; and again, It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn thy statutes (Psalm 119: 67, 71). I do not see what the good of trouble is to anyone if we do not learn something; we might as well not have it. 

    And we come to the secret of Gods mind. Habakkuk had the great secret that lies at the base of everything. Take a tablet and write the vision that he that runs may read it-that is, the great secret underlying all Scripture. For God has a perfect answer to every problem that rises in the world or in the hearts of His people, and He is going to bring it all to light at the coming of the Lord. It is remarkable that when the Spirit of God quotes verse 3 in Hebrews 10: 37, He changes it to he. It is it to the prophet, but it is he to the apostles, that is, He connects it all with a Person. None of us would think of saying, If the Lord tarry. The Lord would never wish that we should put off His coming. It is wholly wrong for a Christian. But it was right for the prophet to say tarry, for there were 70 weeks to come. A Christian knows He will not. 

  
    HABAKKUK 1 (JND 38)

    Habakkuk 1

     11. Then his mind (spirit) sprung up (broke forth or took head) and overflowed, and he was guilty (transgressed) [making] or this his power is his god; compare, as to the language, Isaiah 8:8, as to the moral character, etc., Isaiah 10:13, et seq. Zu co-kho le-lo-ho (this his power is his god)  transgress, calling his power his god. This, his power is for a god to him. It is the character of the proud man. 

    It is the time, I believe, when the Assyrian (Gog), having pursued an ordinary but grasping career of conquest, sets up in pride, rebellious pride against God, thinking to take the Jews, Remnant and Jerusalem, into his power, and to set himself over all the earth, without anyone, Antichrist being now put out, though his march up was during the prevalence of the ungodly Jews. This Book is the consideration of the Jewish saints during this march  the answer to the state of the prevalence of the ungodly Jews, with the terror then of the terrible day on his coming up, and the answer to that in chapter 2; see the notes on Joel. 

     12. It appears to me that this word tzur (A.V., O Mighty God; Septuagint, eplase me, formed me) is connected, in sense, with its root, tzur to form or make, and hence the Ordainer of all things is the security of, the Ordainer of His people. Then these senses seem associated with it, forming refuge, and salvation, so Peter says, committing their souls to Him, as unto a faithful Creator. Now it involves the security implied in this, formed for Myself and that, this care of purpose being assured, there is also the formed all things, of course with reference to this purpose. So Paul in Romans 8, We know that all things work together, etc. So Isaiah  the argument, from chapter 41 forwards, runs at length upon this head and subject. Then the kindred ya-tzar (to form) is used, as in Jeremiah 10:16; see Deuteronomy 32:15, 18. The force of the words here then becomes very plain and direct, and the reason and application of them becomes obvious, and verse 13 has the reason for them, and also plea for deliverance from them. Compare, as to wickedness within, Jeremiah 12. 

  
    THE MORAL FEATURES OF A MAN OF GOD (WJ 1)

    Habakkuk 1:1-4; Habakkuk 1:12; Habakkuk 2:1-4; Habakkuk 3:16-19

    I have read these scriptures after deep exercise in regard to Gods people and the result of that exercise is that I want to speak to you on subjects that are intensely important, and to draw your attention to some practical things that I trust may be for our profit and blessing.  I am sure they will be so if there is exercise in regard to what we have read. 

    One thing that has struck me since I have been here is that I see such a number of young people, and I am rather diverted from the course I intended to take in regard to my subject.  My subject is this  the man of God.  The moral features of a man of God and his sensibilities  that will be my subject in a few words. 

    I will say this, that the man of God comes to light in days of departure, and you will find if you look through scripture that there are certain men designated as men of God  and you will invariably find that the man of God comes to light in a time of general departure.  Bear that in mind.  Now I think it is a moment for the man of God at the present time.  One would desire greatly for oneself and for you all that you may come into this and that you may desire to be a man of God at this juncture. 

    I remember my beloved mother years ago when I was a boy, how often she said to me looking at me through her tears, I would rather see you a man of God than anything else.  I should not care if you break stones by the wayside for a living so long as you are a man of God.  That is what she desired for me, and no advancement in this world whatever.  I am thankful for it and I often think of it.  She did not merely desire that I should be converted and go to heaven at last, but that I should be a man of God down here.  That was her desire and it is a very great thing.  I feel for myself how poorly I have answered to it, still I may say that I desire to be that more than anything, to be a man of God  not a preacher or a teacher or anything of that kind, but a man of God.  Inasmuch as we have here a number of young people I have to say what I did not intend to say, that to be a man of God you must know God.  You must know Him first, secondly you must be with Him, and thirdly you must be for Him.  Those are the three things. 

    I was told not long since by a brother who was a personal friend of a dear servant of Christ well known to all of us, that when he was dying he said to this friend, I will tell you what is my dying wish for you.  It is that you would preserve the thought of intense individuality .  He did not mean by that, that he would divert him from what is corporate; but everything rests here, as to whether we are intensely individual.  Never mind other people, it is easy enough to go along in crowds, especially in a crowd that is in the majority.  You may go in a crowd and not have any affection at all or any history at all.  It is personal history and affection that we need.  We are where we are, and we do what we do, because of personal history and affection. 

    If you think of what is corporate, you must admit that blessing depends upon our individual condition, it must depend upon that.  Another thing is that while we have rejoiced in the truth and have had brought before us that which is corporate and what is due to the assembly, which has been so blessedly maintained by the Spirit and has been fruitful in result  I admit all that  yet on the other hand we have our own personal history and cannot set it aside.  That is what is in my mind in these discourses. 

    Very well, then, first to be a man of God you must know God.  You cannot be a man of God without knowing Him, that is as certain as anything can be, it goes without saying. 

    Those who are older will bear with me while I dwell a little upon a point that I did not intend to dwell upon.  I put it to you all  What has the gospel done for you?  What does God propose in the gospel? What is the nature of the proposal in the gospel?  I draw your attention to this.  You will not find in reading the Acts, where we have the inspired record of the proclamation of the gospel  you will not find in any one of those addresses any such thought as this, that if the audience believed what was presented to them they would go to heaven.  There is not one such thought from beginning to end.  It is not put in that way, and if you pay attention to these things they will help you.  What is the nature of the proposal in the gospel?  Not a word is said about heaven  not a word.  Is that not singular?  Does that arrest your attention?  It should do so.  What then is the nature of the proposal?  The nature of the proposal is that you should be forgiven, that you should have remission of sins, and that you should have the Spirit and thus the knowledge of God. 

    It is the knowledge of God that is proposed in the gospel and in such a way that the knowledge of God shall make you happy here and now.  That is it.  That is the nature of the proposal.  Is not that splendid?  I could dwell all the evening on that one point, it is so excessively important.  We have escaped from hell and shall be happy by-and-by.  That is in it, but that is not the nature of the gospel.  The nature of the proposal is that you should know God and that you should be happy now and that your happiness should not depend upon your circumstances here.  What a splendid proposal. 

    Your knowledge of God will make you so supremely happy that your happiness will not be dependent upon circumstances, whether you have a long purse or a short one, or whether you live in a cottage or a palace.  None of these things constitute the happiness of those who love the Lord.  The kingdom of God is not in meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

    Now I would ask this personal question of every one here: Do you find your joy in the knowledge of God Himself?  That is it.  As it says in one of the prophets: Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nor the mighty man glory in his might, nor the rich man glory in his riches; but he that glorieth let him glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord.  There is something morally elevating in the knowledge of God, and it puts a true dignity upon you.  You are to be brought into the knowledge of God, that is the nature of the proposal that is unfolded in the gospel. 

    Lest you should be mistaken by my remarks if I speak of heaven, let me add that after we receive the Holy Ghost heaven is spoken of, and heaven is always connected with the purpose of God, with the love that wants me there.  There must be the love of God in the heart in order to understand what is heavenly.  It is absolutely necessary to have ourselves pulled up in regard of these things.  Do you know God?  Does it give you pleasure to think of God?  Has the knowledge of God brightened your life?  Do you know Him?  What a real thing it is to know the blessed God. 

    I do not ask if you know the truth, this, that, or the other, but do you know God Himself? He does what He does, and gives what He gives, in order that we may know Him, who He is and what He is.  Whatever God does and whatever He gives, the consummation of it all is that we may know the blessed One who has done it all.  Think of forgiveness, I know the blessed God who has forgiven me, therefore I am pretty sure of my forgiveness.  Whatever the blessing may be, it is all in order that I may know God who gives me the blessing. 

    The consummation of it all is that we may know God, and the more we are taught by the Spirit the more we take in the knowledge of God.  The truth is unfolded to us, but behind it all is the knowledge of the blessed God.  That is the part that I did not intend to say, but I trust it may be of some value to those who are young in the faith, as well as some incitement to us who are older.  My true expansion lies in my knowledge of God  not in my knowledge of the truth.  We may talk of all manner of things, but do we know God? that is the question. 

    Let me tell you that your knowledge of God is discovered to you in need  in adversity.  Adverse circumstances will expose to you your knowledge of God.  If you sink under adversity your spiritual strength is small, and He permits this state to come upon us to shew how little has been our advancement.  A dear brother whom I knew some years ago, and who was well taught in the truth, said to me, as he lay on his death-bed, while the tears ran down his cheeks, 

    My dear brother, I have had to come here to find out how very little I really did know.  It is a fine thing to have your true measure with God.  Never mind what the brethren think about you.  You may have a spiritual reputation and it may not be worth one straw.  It is what God thinks about you.  I am not diverting you from that which is corporate and which is so blessed, which we know and enjoy in regard to the truth of the house of God and other things, but I impress upon you the individual side, as I told you that dear brother said, 

    I commend to you the thought of intense individuality. 

    I come now to another thing and that is to be with God.  The man of God knows God and he is with Him.  It is interesting to see that the man of God comes to light in a dark hour.  The first man of God is Moses  I allude to him as the first man of God  I mean in historical order.  The fourth book of the Psalms begins with Psalm 90, and is the prayer of the man of God  Moses.  This book has for its subject the bringing in of the only begotten Son into the world; it is the setting up of what is so largely spoken of in scripture  the world to come  and the prayer of Moses stands at the head of that book of the psalms. 

    You remember how the book so sweetly closes  I cannot refrain from alluding to it And let all the people ssay, Amen.  I pass from this world and all its confusion.  How can you be with God without feeling what is going on around you?  Do you think there is such a thing as being separate from the confusion and yet being indifferent to it?  Surely not. 

    If I am with God I have sensibilities and I feel what sad confusion this poor world is in; but it will be ended  Christ will end all the confusion, and He will end the confusion in your soul  but I speak now of the world to come.   

    And let all the people say, Amen.  It is the triumph of God.  It often looks as if Satan is having his own way in the confusion that is going on.  All the confusion is the result of the will of man.  When your will is gone there is no confusion in your soul; 

    Every one shall say, Amen.  How ones heart rejoices to think of that. 

    I remember telling a young man this some years ago.  He was a highly sensitive man, and he said to me, 

    I am very thankful for what you have told me, for I always had the feeling that the devil would get the best of it, but now I see that God shall have the best of it.  He rejoiced in the thought that God would have His way and His will on this earth.  Think of it.  Everybody in the world under one love and under one will.  So shall it be.  He will bring it about.  He will bring man down  man will be weakened down to it  and in his misery and in his weariness he will come right down and will find God there  then he will be lifted up.  Thank God. 

    It is a long history I know, but still the end will be that all shall say Amen.   

    all the people say, Amen.  Every one will be under one love and under one will.  What a magnificent thing that is.  Now you and I sojourning here and passing through to our heavenly rest can find comfort and rest in the thought of what God will have down here at the end.  It is the triumph of God. 

    Moses prays for the world to come.  He prays in the presence of the awful confusion recorded in Numbers 14.  Israel had turned their backs on the purpose of God, and had come under the judgment of God governmentally, and God says,  

    Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; but in the midst of it all  how blessed it is  in the midst of disaster God says, As truly as I live, saith the Lord, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.  The dark departure of Israel suffering under Gods hand  and righteously so  and yet God says, The whole earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.  Nothing shall defeat My purpose. 

    The first prayer of the man of God is connected with the condition of things set before us in the fourth book of psalms.  He knew God, and when a man knows God he can speak boldly to God.  He knew God, and he says, From everlasting to everlasting , thou art God.  That is the man of God  he knows God.  As He said in Exodus 3, when Moses said, What shall I say when the people challenge me as to who has sent me?  God says, You say I AM THAT I AM hath sent you.  I remain what I am and nothing can change me.  That is what God is.  Byand-by Israel will find out the I AM in Jesus.  We have found it out in Him.  If we have found anything we have found God in Jesus, that He is the I AM. 

    Before Abraham was I AM.  He is the One who was before Abraham, and poor Israel by-and-by will learn the meaning of Jesus.  Does your heart delight in the thought of that?  Moses says it, and he prays for it and he prays for the world to come.  He states what man is and he states what God is.  Then having stated what man is  as I have often said  Moses reads the funeral service.  Most people are under Moses, but Christians have no funeral service. 

    He is so with God that he feels the condition of Gods people and he bears it up before God on his spirit.  That is the mark of a spiritual man.  Being indifferent to the ruin of the church or looking at the church from the responsibility side is no proof of spirituality, but otherwise.  It is impossible for a man to be with God in the knowledge of what the church should have been in responsibility without being affected by it.  As sure as anything, that will be the first thing.  I do not say that such an one will get under the power of evil, but he will feel it; he will have sensibilities. 

    Did you ever shed a tear over the ruin of the church?  Have you felt the terrible disaster  I am looking at the church from that aspect in which it is proper to look at it.  You cannot be with God without feeling the condition of things  not only in the world, but the poor church in its awful confusion, the apostasy it is in  most terribly.  If you are with God you will feel it.  I could give you many scriptures to shew you what I say.  In Ezekiel you find the mark was to be put on those who cried for the abominations that were done.  You remember in chapter 9 judgment was to begin at the house of God, but there was a mark to be put on those who sighed and cried.  That man will be richly compensated, and he will know God in a peculiar way, that is certain. 

    Now this man cried.  He bore the burden before God, though he was not under grace as we are.  From verse 5 onward to verse 12 God says, I am going to punish My people.  He will bring up the Assyrians to punish His people.  Now look, Habakkuk bows and says, Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God? ... we shall not die (Habakkuk 1:12).  That is like Moses  Thou, Lord, art from everlasting to everlasting. 

    God sends up the Assyrians.  They are allowed of God to chastise the people.  Thou hast established them for correction.  But he bows and says, 

    We shall not be crushed, we shall not die. 

    What promotes life amongst us?  The promotion of life has been the trials of the last five years, but we have not been killed by them.  There has been life out of it, far more life out of it than sitting here reading the scriptures which we do so comfortably.  I have often asked, What is going to happen to make the truth good in our souls? 

    My beloved young brethren, do you expect anything from this world?  Are you astonished at what people do?  Why are you astonished?  I am not astonished, I have thought this last week, why am I allowed to live here?  If Satan had his way he would crush me.  It is the mercy of God, the protection of God that keeps you.  I beg your attention to these things.  God has kept you.  If the devil had his way he would sweep us out of this world, and so I do not expect anything from it.  Do you get disappointed because man is unrighteous?  Have you realised the fact that there is no good in man?  We find it out the moment thing happen wrongly, but do we believe what we say  there is none righteous, no not one?  Thou hast established them for correction.  We shall not die.  By these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit. 

    Would you like a simple pathway, to glide down the stream of time without any exercises and without a deeper knowledge of God?  It is in your trials that you get a deeper knowledge of God.  It is a splendid moment in your history when you are shut up to God and no one can help you but God.  It is the finest thing that can happen to you and you never forget it.  You learn what God can do for you in a strait where no human help can come.  Thou hast established them for correction, and then he calls God his rock.  Thou art a rock; I like that.  God is called a rock. 

    There are two ways in which He is called a rock in Hebrew.  The first thing is rock and shelter, and the other word is a rock of impregnability, and that is a rock on which you stand unmoved.  It is the same word that is used for the city of Tyre, which was built on a rock right out at sea, and all the waves of the sea could not disturb it.  You are sheltered in the rock and you are immovable on the rock.  God is the Rock Moses says in his song, They forsook ... the Rock and all along the chapter you notice it  He is the Rock.  That is a fine thing.  Do you stand on it?  My blessing lies in what God is to my heart.  People may change, circumstances may change, but He abides what He is.  May the Lord give you a deep sense in your soul of knowing Him as the Rock. 

    Habakkuk pursues his subject.  He says, I do not understand it.  The people you are using to discipline your people are worse than the people you are disciplining.  I do not understand it.  What is he going to do now? How is the problem to be solved?  He says, I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower ... to see what He will say unto me.  Here we have it.  The man of God is seen here, it is the house seen here.  These are the things of God.  He gets above it all and gets where there is a solution for everything in the house, and he gets the solution.  What is Gods answer to that?  to all the upheavals? 

    Blessed man that he is, blessed in his sorrow.  He loved God and he loved His people.  He is not thinking of himself at all he is thinking about Gods people.  Now he gets up into the tower and what does he see there?  He saw a vision.  What did he see?  The world to come.  He was to write it.  The Lord said Write the vision.  Write it down, not only so, engrave it on tablets.  Where is the engraving?  In Hebrews 11 it is seen.  There were Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham Isaac, Jacob: they are all written there livingly, they were in the faith of the world to come, and it is written there. 

    Is it written on your heart?  Write it there livingly.  Engrave it there livingly so that those who read may run. 

    If you live in the light of another world you run out of this world.  It is because we are so much at home in this world that we do not run out of it.  If you live in the light of the world that is set forth in Hebrews, and in the light of that blessed Man who lives before God, you come into the light of another world and you hasten out of this.  Hence the running.  Let us run with patience the race.  Let us run. 

    It is no use telling me to be unworldly; you must give me the light and joy of another world to make me leave this world.  I must have the light of another world.  God grant that we may cultivate being with God, that we may know what being with God means; we may talk about it and explain it, but we must be there with God, and when you are there, there is no confusion there.  Christ is there  not the Christ in connection with your need, though that is very blessed, too, in the early part  but it is Christ there, the Man for Gods pleasure, in whom that moral feature of the world to come is seen.  Every feature in Him will be displayed by-and-by.  And so it says here that he was to write it so that he who reads may run. 

    The vision is yet for an appointed time ... though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come.  Do you not see how the Spirit of God transposes it!  He that shall come will come.  (Heb 10: 37) 

    It can only be in the light of the world to come.  He that shall come will come, and will not tarry.  We wait for Him.  He will set up what we enjoy in His blessed company now.  We see Him now, the Man for Gods pleasure  every moral feature is found in Him and He is the One who will bring others into His moral features.  Let me pause before such a thing. 

    You remember the dying thief.  We often admire the grace that could say, Today shalt thou be with me, and we know very well that his title to be there was because the Person who was dying by his side was dying for him.  The Spirit of God was brooding over the soul of that man, and was working there and making that man move away from himself.  Did you ever think of that? He said, 

    I have done everything amiss, but he goes from the man who has done everything amiss to the Man who has done nothing amiss. 

    He travelled that moral journey from himself to Christ  he recognised the moral beauty of the One there by his side. 

    He looked underneath it all, his eye guided by the Spirit, and he came to the blessed conclusion that none other than He should be King, and so he says, Remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.  (Luke 23:3)  Think of Him there, an Object of scorn, but he could see under all that the moral beauty of the Man who was there and say, Remember me. 

    None but Thou canst be King.  He passed in a rapid moment, though perhaps it takes us years and years to travel the journey from self to Christ so that Christ may be before your heart and not yourself at all.  Think of the moral perception of the man who could see underneath that shame and scorn that none other could be King. 

    Now Habakkuk gets his text  Hhis soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.  If your soul is inflated you are not upright.  The soul that is lifted up is not upright ... but the just shall live by his faith.  I come now to the final features.  The Lord says, The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.  In the middle of all that black description of what man is, God speaks and says, As the waters cover the sea, so the knowledge of the glory of the Lord shall cover the earth.  What a blessed thing! 

    Now I come to the end.  He gets the prayer.  If you are marked by these sensibilities you are to be a man of prayer.  These are the days when we are to be here for God. 

    On the one hand feeling what is around us, but on the other hand knowing what shall be.  In the light of that other world we can be in Gods hand and can move forward.  We do not want to be unduly depressed.  I would rather live now than at Pentecost.  I would rather be here just now than seven years ago.  Why?  It is the moment when we can learn what the Lord can do and what He can be for us in the power of the Spirit. 

    So he prays, Revive thy work, O Lord.  Your true interest in anything is seen in the measure in which you are interested in it privately  when no eye but Gods can rest upon you.  In the light of what he has seen here in chapter 2 he prays, Revive thy work, O Lord. 

    There is going to be a revival  not of such a kind that it will attract the attention of men  but a true and deep revival of affection right in the heart, of affection for Christ.  That is the nature of the revival.  Not only so, but it is coming as certain as I am here, and there will accompany that revival a deep evangelical feeling that will flow out to others, for it is impossible to have a deep sense of the love of Christ without its flowing out to others.  Not in the excitement of nature, but a true, deep working of the Spirit, and let me say to you, that the measure in which you mourn for the ruin is the measure in which you will be used to those who are in it. 

    You can separate from it in a cold, legal way without a touch of feeling, but I believe that those who take the ground of 2 Timothy will be marked by brokenness of spirit.  If we are to separate from evil you will depart with a mourning spirit and a broken heart, because you see things in the light of the glory of God.  Can you understand a broken heart and a rejoicing heart? I am afraid of a legal separation where there is no feeling; there must be feeling, or it is not of God.  You may judge how far you have taken that line.  The majority of us have never had to take that position  we have never had the pain, the excessive pain, of separation; but if you do you will be tender and gracious.  You will not say, Let us hoist our flag and stand up.  That is not of the Spirit.  You can be faithful and yet have the gracious Spirit of Christ.  That is what we want, the gracious Spirit of Christ, and yet to be true to principles  but to have this tender feeling. 

    You come to the end of the book.  I do not know anything that speaks of the collapse of a man so strongly as verse 16 of this chapter.  It is a verse that we have often looked at and considered, this and verse 17.  My belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself.  It is in accord with his testimony.  All these things shew the total collapse of the man. 

    Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls.  What desolation.  What a collapse of man, and what desolation of his circumstances.  But now look  Yet.  Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  My heart is deeply affected.  I long to know this better.  It is here that the man is proved as to what he is.  Yet  not withstanding my utter collapse  these circumstances of utter desolation. 

    There comes from such a man a sweet song to God.  That is the music that God loves to hear.  I put my ear close to it and I come to the blessed Person in Gods presence.  Dark and desolate are the circumstances, but I am in the presence of perfection in the midst of disaster.  There was not one bright spot for Jesus, Gods true Servant, but He says, 

    I will praise thee.  Not for others but praise for God.  A song for the ear of God. 

    How Gods ear  the Fathers ear  turned to the sweetness of it.  I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth. 

    How dark the circumstances, nothing could be darker, but a note of praise came from His blessed lips.  How God loves Him for it.  How sweet is the music from a broken heart.  No will there.  Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.  A note of praise came up.  Where is this going on?  I am permitted sometimes to see it and my heart is glad.  The note comes up sweetly to Him.  No memory recitation of truth.  Mere repetition of truth is not praise; but from a broken heart that feels deeply, and a heart subject to the things of God, rises the song to the chief Singer upon stringed instruments.  That is it. 

    The Apostle Paul in the dark circumstances in the prison at Rome, suffering through his own failure  though we speak very carefully of that  could say, Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.  I may write that upon a piece of paper  I have done so and have had to burn it because I was not up to it  but you must be there yourself, it is no use indulging in platitudes, but the apostle says, Rejoice in the Lord alway.  He is a prisoner, he is in dark circumstances, but he has a rejoicing heart.  His heart rejoices even in that dark cell.  I think I can hear the jailer say, 

    He is the same kind of man as he was when we first knew him; when he was thrust into the inner prison he sang praises to God. 

    I am afraid some of our songs are dying down.  How sweetly we sang under pressure; now the pressure is removed, what then?  It is pressure that brings it out, as it is here.  May the Lord in His grace be pleased to bless these few remarks.  I am sure that you must know God in order that you may be with Him, and if you are with Him you know Him; that is the man of God. 

    Will you be a man of God? 
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    HABAKKUK 2 AND 3 (SUBSTANCE OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Habakkuk 2:1-4; Habakkuk 2:14; Habakkuk 2:20; Habakkuk 3: 1 - 6

    CACWe have seen how the prophet instructed by God was shown the end of Gods ways, that had to be waited for, and was also shown what would be the power of life in the saints in the meantime; that is, there was going to be a kind of waiting time  the deliverance was sure to come  during which the just should live by his faith; and that time is still running on. 

    Redemption has been accomplished in Christ, but there is no outward deliverance, things are going on as before. Deliverance has not yet come in publicly. The just shall live by his faith, (three times repeated in Scripture) is very important. Here it connects with Galatians 3: 11 very distinctly. Under the law people lived by doing things; it is not the way of life now, indeed it never was. The divine system is only realisable by faith, there is nothing outwardly to show that Christ has effected anything. 

    QuesWhy is it faith and not the Spirit here? 

    CACThis very scripture in Galatians tells us it is through faith we receive the Spirit (verse 14). That is the great gain of faith now, and it is by faith and the Spirit that we live. So if we move outside faith and the Spirit, all is death for us; hence it is very important to keep in the sphere of faith; that is, in the region of the things that cannot be seen. 

    RemThe Lord said to Thomas, Blessed they who have not seen and have believed. 

    CACAnd Christ is only known by faith, that is quite certain. He is hidden from the eyes of men, and the saints are all waiting for the moment when He comes, and have nothing until then but what they have in faith and by the Spirit. 

    RemWhom, having not seen, ye love (1 Peter 1: 8), and the rejoicing is in that line too. 

    CACIt is a wonderful thing that people can be supremely happy in connection with an unseen Person, and He is more to them than all the circumstances here, whether pleasing or distressing. Peter addresses the saints, not only as believing, but as having their portion. There is nothing you can show; you cannot show your faith but by your works. The faith system will go on as long as the assembly is here, and will go on for the remnant while they are waiting for Christ. 

    QuesUntil verse 14 is fulfilled? 

    CACIt is remarkable how the Spirit of God drops that verse down into the middle of the description of the surrounding confusion and violence. It is faiths objective; faith always held that the earth belongs to God, and He must have it. Therefore there is nothing so foolish as the nations quarrelling about the possession of the earth. Faith rejoices in the thought of Christ taking up His rights. 

    RemI will overturn, overturn, overturn it ... until he come whose right it is; and I will give it to him (Ezekiel 21: 27). 

    CACIt is the subject of the prophetic word and the great objective, that He is going to take up His rights to have the earth. It is not difficult to see; God has spoken in more than three hundred passages of the coming of His Son. Jehovah is in his holy temple; that is, Jehovah retires from the earth, and that is where faith sees Him; and in chapter 3 faith follows Him into His holy temple and we are told what faith sees there. So Habakkuk comes into all that can be seen in the holy temple. In the holy shrine enquiring, as we sing. He knows no other place of light except the temple, and those who want it can go there. Jehovah retires, He does not contend with men for the earth at the moment, because He is working out much greater designs. He has got heaven in view as well as the earth and at the same time calls on all the earth to be silent before Him, to hear what He has to say-because to be silent means you are going to listen to Him. I hear such a lot of talk about prayer in this war, and nothing like calling on people to listen to what God has to say. God is saying wonderful things at the present time. 

    QuesWhat place has Habakkuks prayer in relation to the vision? 

    CACEvery place, because the vision was to show that all that is of God is coming in, but you have to wait for it. This is the waiting time. 

    QuesWe should not say, If He tarry? 

    CACThe Lord likes us to take Him at His word, and He says, Quickly. 

    RemIt is very cheering. 

    CACIt is the Person that is to be looked for; it is a Person who is coming in a very little while. But Habakkuk, it seems to me, follows Jehovah into His holy temple, and his prayer brings out what can be known by those who go into it. 

    He says, Jehovah, I heard the report of thee, and I feared. Jehovah, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make it known: in wrath remember mercy! That is, he begins with the sense that God was acting in wrath in connection with the wickedness of His people, so he begins in a spirit of fear (verse 2). But in the presence of that He appeals for a revival of Gods work, and that in the midst of wrath He would remember mercy. It is beautiful to see him counting on Gods mercy in presence of the peoples failure and wrong-doing. And this prayer is a wonderful unfolding of what God does for His people, taking no account of the failure of the people. After speaking of it in recognition of the need for repentance, it makes no reference to it. 

    We cannot get away from the fact that there is a distressing state among the people of God. What is to be done? Well, God must revive His work; it is what we all want. I am sure I want Him to revive His work in my soul. It is blessed to see how revival comes about. Habakkuks prayer shows largely how it does, that is by paying attention to Gods original ways of blessing to His people  by going back to the beginning of Gods ways. We are in a very extraordinary time. God has moved in our day in the most wonderful way that it was possible to move in relation to the truth that was from the beginning. He will never do again such things as He has done. It is for all saints now to be in the light of what God has done; and that is the only way back to revival. It is not what He will do, but what He has done. See verses 3 and 4, His glory covereth the heavens, And the earth is full of his praise. And his brightness was as the light; Rays came forth from his hand; And there was the hiding of his power. The Holy Spirit of God in penning these lines was thinking of the incarnation of the blessed Son of God, and all that would be accomplished by that marvellous act of divine love. And revival is to get back to that. We are entitled in the temple to forget everything but what God has done. There is a reference here to Deuteronomy 33: 1, 2. There is the same thought of revival there, because it brings out what cannot be undone, that which no power of evil can undo. 

    That was only a typical deliverance for Israel, but we are come to the reality. We have moved out, as in verse 13 it says, Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people. That is what God had in view in sending His Son into the world; He had heaven and earth in view. It looked as if He were operating only in a tiny sphere, a small part of the earth, but tremendous things were being done, and heaven and earth are going to be filled with the operations of God through the incarnation of His Son. The whole earth is going to be in reconciliation, and to faith it is all done, it has taken place. Scripture is full of instances of where you get the full result for faith, and yet you cannot see anything of it. Take for instance the angels praise in Luke 2. There was only a little Babe to be seen, and yet the angels could say, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. And so in Exodus 15, every enemy was seen defeated, faith celebrated it all as a present reality. That is what we get in the temple; he sees heaven and earth full of glory; and he did not see a thousandth part of what we see. 

    And this chapter is full of what God had done for His people, it is a description of how He had delivered them. It is a practical picture in sublime language, yet all typical, but we are to come to the reality. It is all put down for our comfort and joy, that we might come into the temple and view it. It is what has shone out in the only-begotten Son; the glory and praise of God have shone out in that blessed One. It is not possible through all eternity to make any addition to what came out in Him as a blessed Man on earth. And God is going to fill heaven and earth with it, with what God had revealed in His Son as Man on earth. For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea. What a wonderful earth it will be, too, when everyone you meet will have something to say about Christ! 

    QuesWhy is knowledge added here and not in Isaiah 11:9? 

    CACThe one is objective (the glory of Jehovah) and the other is subjective (the knowledge of Jehovah), it is in the hearts of men. 

    QuesThere only to adore (J.N.D.), would that express it? 

    CACYes. Well, how we should dwell on the gospels. I feel we do not dwell on the gospels adoringly in private. There is a misfortune in our very familiarity with Scripture; it takes away from the blessedness of what is presented. The gospels are the most difficult part of all Scripture to fathom, they are of unfathomable depth, yet it is there for us to go in for. Certain things are most surely believed among us. And Theophilus was written to that he should know the certainty of those things in which thou hast been instructed. 

    RemWe know something of the first veil, but not much of passing through the second veil. 

    CACYes, there were five pillars to the first entrance and four to the second. It is like the epistles and gospels. 

    In verse 4, his brightness was as the light; Rays came forth from his hand. What a shining out of divine power in the way of grace (see note, horns) in the hand of Jesus, divine power acting in grace to men, and then the full light of God there. It can never be added to through all eternity. 

    Luke repeatedly speaks of His hands, speaks of the seven actions of His hands, and yet it is one of those mysteries of Scripture brought out in Habakkuk. 

    And there was the hiding of his power. You would not have expected that; yet the rays were all hidden, it says so. 

    Was it not all hidden from the scribes and Pharisees; Herod and Pilate? It was power acting in a hidden way. What is the cross but the hiding of power? There is nothing weaker than a man on a cross. The Lord said, My Father could send me more than twelve legions of angels. That is the mystery of things, there is hidden power, and only the saints know how to value it. It is for the saints to be hidden now; that is the place for them just as much as for the Lord. 

    There is a solemn side to all this suggested in verses 5 and 6; that is, the perfect shining out of God in His blessed Son was the condemnation of those that did not believe; that is what is suggested here. As the Lord says distinctly Himself, This is the judgment, that light is come into the world, and men have loved darkness rather than light; for their works were evil. And again, He that believes not has been already judged (John 3: 19, 18); there is no need to wait till the judgment day, he is judged already. That he does not believe on God revealed in love in Jesus, that very fact is his condemnation. 

    And so the hills and mountains that are overturned (verse 6) represent all that is most mighty on the earth. They are all overturned, not publicly but for faith; that is mans religion, after the rejection and crucifixion of Christ; and so too as to learning and philosophy and power. The world power signed the death warrant of Jesus. The saints have no regard morally for what is great in the world, and the world powers are represented as beasts, unintelligent powers. 

    The eternal mountains were scattered, The everlasting hills gave way: His ways are everlasting. We come to the point that the eternal mountains and the everlasting hills are all overturned for those who believe that Jesus is the Christ. But then His ways are everlasting, are from eternity to eternity; and whether war or peace, one thing stands and that is, Gods ways. Everything is overturned for faith. Judaism is overturned for faith; christendom today is only judaism with christian terms imported into it; it is nothing else. 

  
    HABAKKUK 2 (JND 38)

    Habakkuk 2

     4. Be-e-mu-na-tho (by his faith). The Lord knows the character of the invader, but verse 12 explains the principle in the view of them, of what follows, that the vision (to wit of Messiahs deliverance) must be waited for, and the principle, while the invader seemed to prevail, is very strongly depicted by this word. In quietness and assurance, says another Prophet. Here, confidence and patience, upon the support, therefore steady  the Tzur (Ordainer) was behind all, and to them in it. Nevertheless, the moral direction follows, and is founded on the declarative revelation of after-peace and deliverance, the coming of the Lord, and the thing sure, only to wait for it, be-e-mu-na-tho (by his faith). The Lord had fully judged the person in question, but the trying exercise must come from Him, and they live by faith. The verse gives a contrast of principle very distinctly set forth, and recorded. There is no uprightness but humility in a sinner, and hence boldness. 

     8. This word am-mim (peoples) is one here of marked import. Deuteronomy 33:3 (but see verse 5) is the only text which produces a difficulty to my mind, as to its use, to wit, of the non-adversaries, as go-i (nations) are the nations not recognised, the nations, not Jews, yet recognised as peoples not cut off, but to be gathered. The spoiling the Chaldeans, i.e., Gog, seems strange, but it is not at all impossible, nor even improbable. The reference to verse 5 is obvious. 

    Power (autarkeia) and exorbitant dominion are the characteristics of this invader. He is also a propagandist in the intoxication of power in success, for men love successful power, as well as successful liberty, as in the hands of Satan. They cease to have existence as go-i (nations), viewed as a Remnant, i.e., a corporate assumption of individuality, in which, consequently, they are contrasted with the Jews who were not go-i (nations), save, before, they were under God, and after, they were given up (to judgment) by Him. Am-mim (peoples) are the mass of the people, populations. It is immaterial then who these are  they might be Jews or Gentiles. Hence, we have, because of bloods of Adam, of man, and violence of land, of city, and dwellers therein. At first, I had difficulty, because the Assyrian shall not touch Zion, but it is character and conduct, not place  there is no the (ha). It will be found kha-mas (violence) has a genitive of the object of the violence. It is the violence done to land, city, and inhabitants. This is the character of the invader  the transgressor  the proud man. 

     15. The character in this verse, and in verse 5, is much to be noted. This invader has intoxicated the nations with successful power, so as to make them a disgrace and a shame in the sight of the sober, not intoxicated as they are. This is not thoroughly fulfilled yet, but it shall be. Power has been the characteristic assumption of this invader, the man of the earth. Hence, the portion of the Lords power shall be shown against him, i.e., the power of Christ as the Man of Gods right hand, the right hand of the Lord hath the pre-eminence, the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass. The cup of the Lords right hand shall be turned to him, given him to drink, i.e., the portion of Gods power in the hand of Christ for the Jews. The personal question is with Antichrist, the power question is with Gog, who heapeth to him all the Gentiles, and gathereth all peoples. Antichrist shall not do this  he shall be characterised by principles, though the ten kings shall give their power, till the will of God be fulfilled by him. The end is The Lord is in His holy temple; be silent all the earth before Him. Blessed be His Name! See Psalm 80:17; Psalm 98: 1, and other passages of the right hand, as Psalm 110 and Psalm 118: 16, bearing in mind the force of His mercy endureth for ever, as elsewhere noted. 

     17. Is it not rather the desolation of wild beasts shall cause terror to thee, for the reason mentioned also in verse 8? 

  
    Habakkuk 3

    


	(Habakkuk 1)     THE MORAL FEATURES OF A MAN OF GOD (WJ 1) 


	(Habakkuk 2)     HABAKKUK 2 AND 3 (SUBSTANCE OF A READING) (CAC 30) 


	    THE SERVICE OF SONG (AJG 6) 


	    HABAKKUK 3 (CAC 8) 


	    2 SAMUEL 17 AND 19 (NOTES OF AN ADDRESS) (CAC 27) 


	    A SPIRITUAL FINISH (CAC 30) 


	    HABAKKUK 3 (JBS 8) 


	    HABAKKUK 3 (JND 38) 


	    TO THE CHIEF SINGER ON MY STRINGED INSTRUMENTS (JT 7) 


	    VICTORY (JT 15) 


	    ADDITIONS TO THE SERVICE OF GOD (JT 43) 


	    HE WILL MAKE ME TO WALK UPON MY HIGH PLACES (JT 72) 


	    DISCIPLINE CONTRIBUTING TO THE SERVICE OF GOD (JT 85) 


	    VICTORY (JT 90) 




  
    THE SERVICE OF SONG (AJG 6)

    1 Chronicles 16: 4; Habakkuk 3: 17 - 19; Isaiah 38: 19, 20

    H. D. Thomas It may be appropriate, dear brethren, at this juncture to be reminded of the service of song, particularly in what is suggested in the Old Testament by instruments of music, that is, we may say, organised singing. There are songs in the Scriptures which appear to be spontaneous, composed in certain circumstances and expressed, and once expressed they remain in the treasury of the saints. But it is evident that, under Davids regime, and subsequently, there was a certain ordered service, and we are reminded of that in our exercises as to the new hymn book. 

    The word used for instruments of music is very often translated vessel, which is a suggestion, not only of ability, but of capacity and substance. So that we are faced with this, dear brethren, that whilst thankful to God for divinely given ability to write new hymns, thankful too for the services of those who are moving the matter forward and praying too for those upon whom the very heavy task of translation falls, we are confronted with this fact that putting these beautiful sentiments into the hymn book does not put them into our souls. What is expressed is to be the outcome of our knowledge of God. There is, of course, such a thing as getting into the current of the Spirit and being taken further than our normal capacity. I am sure we all know that. But, on the other hand, we may refer to these three men - Asaph, Habakkuk and Hezekiah - as those who learnt how to praise by the experiences through which they passed. There is something about experience, dear brethren, that in a certain sense is unique. We tend to be academic, so God sees to it that we are passed through matters under His hand which are used for our education, so that we acquire things substantially, and, moreover, there develops amongst us a certain spiritual affinity. I have noticed that Scripture tells us quite a bit about the three men to whom I refer, and it would be found, if this is examined, that they, though in different circumstances, learned very much the same lessons. I would commend that to the brethren, that similarity is not achieved by the insistence on mere outward uniformity but by learning how to go on with God. He has the whole matter in hand. The wonderful structure of the assembly, dear brethren, baffles the most astute human mind, if we think for a moment of what is involved in Christ having His bride, having the assembly, in the midst of which He sings Gods praises. If you think of the extensiveness of the work, including every blood-bought saint from Pentecost to the rapture who has the Spirit, and all fitted in and made to coordinate, all having their own personality, all having their own individuality, and yet all linked together in an organism that finds its impulse from Christ in the power of the Spirit and shall yield to the Persons of the Godhead all that They desire for eternity. The magnitude of the matter, dear brethren, lifts us out of anything that is small or paltry and makes us understand what a work God has put His hand to. The assembly is made up of persons and we have histories, and I thought perhaps it might be profitable to refer briefly to these three men. I confess that I have Hezekiah mainly on my mind, and I was a little confirmed in it by our brothers subject, because he is presented - indeed, as the others are - as being figurative of those who are in the enjoyment of eternal life, that is, in the knowledge of God; not that they knew it as we know it now, Jesus having become a Man, but then there were certain foreshadowings, dear brethren, and that makes the Old Testament so interesting. 

    When David appointed certain of the Levites to celebrate and to thank and to praise Jehovah we are told, without any explanation, that Asaph was the chief. No one seems to have quarrelled with it, for he carried his own moral qualifications and, where Christ is supreme, as typified in the ark coming into its place in the tent which David had spread for it, there is an elimination of rivalry amongst the brethren. Nothing is likely to exclude party faction more than the supremacy of Christ amongst the saints. Davids service at that time was to make the ark supreme, the result of the ark being brought into its place being that God was served and the saints were blessed. But this result was not to pass away with the occasion. David made provision that Gods portion was to be rendered to Him as the duty of every day required. Whilst we are very much concerned about the assembly singing, it may be that we are not so concerned about our ability to sing constitutionally. Now, as regards Asaph, the chief, if we read through the Psalms he wrote we shall find the exercises of the man that led David to give him that position. At the start he had a good deal of query. That should encourage us. Sometimes we hide our queries from ourselves, but it is far better to have to do with God about them. Asaph was very concerned because he saw the wicked prospering. He looked around in the world and found all things awry. Is it not so today? It surely is! He says, As for me ... truly have I purified my heart in vain and washed my hands in innocency: for all the day have I been plagued and chastened every morning, Psalm 73. He almost says, dear brethren, I am having too much of my share of discipline. Never so! In the divine realm all is measured, all is calculated, all is weighed accurately before it is allowed to fall. The hand of One who loves us, dear brethren, is above all. The poise that entered into creation enters into the care of the soul, and if we get to do with God, we find that there is always some mitigating thing. In saddest skies, some silver gleam, and in the most trying circumstances some tenderness, and in the thing that seems so bitter something that reminds us of the sweetness of the knowledge of God. So we find these things, dear brethren. Asaph found them; and where did he find them? He found them in the sanctuary. He says, Until I went into the sanctuaries of God ...  Psalm 73: 17. It is there everything is seen in right perspective, and he comes to the conclusion, As for me, it is good for me to draw near to God, verse 28. It may seem a very simple thing to say, but I believe constitutionally our ability to sing lies in our knowledge of God, and we never learn Him at a distance. There are a good many young people here, I perceive. God often follows us very carefully, even though we may drift; but real progress of soul is made when we draw near to God. There is such a thing as deliberately drawing near to God. I believe we are to be taught how to do it. The Lord, in speaking of prayer, says, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door ...  Matthew 6: 6. It is not just finding a second when you can; there is deliberation in it. Draw near! - and we have a promise that, as we draw near to God. He will draw near to us; James 4: 8. It is in these things we see the making of the man and he is a most interesting subject. 

    The way Asaph recurs in different parts of scripture is noticeable. In the historical books, David and Solomon are often referred to for the simple reason that they are types of Christ. But Asaph is often linked with them and he is not a type of Christ but a type of the product of the ministry of David and Solomon; he is one of ourselves in that sense, and he goes through; for in practically every revival in Judah you will find his progeny have their place in the service of God in song. What we are saying about him makes him an important man to us. You will remember he tells us where promotion comes from; it says it comes not from the east nor from the west, nor yet from the south, Psalm 75: 6. By inference it comes from the north as has been often remarked, involving discipline, but only as accepted from the hand of God. For God is the judge; he putteth down one and exalteth another, verse 7. What does that mean? It does not merely mean one brother being passed over and another one exalted - it may mean that, and sometimes it does - but I would suggest it is more what we were having today, that God, by His handling of our souls, is putting down one order of things and building up another order of things. Jesus came here not to perpetuate the situation but to end it and to bring about something that is going into eternity because it is fit for eternity. What a wonderful thing, dear brethren, to understand that every particle of work in our souls belongs to that realm in which God is operating. The world has no right to it; it does not belong there. We are not of the world as Christ is not of the world. We can afford to leave this poor scene behind us in our thoughts and aspirations and hopes, and take on something in our souls that belongs to another world, and the Spirit is called the earnest of our inheritance. We have Him now. 

    The brethren will remember that, whilst Asaph went through his individual exercises and seems to have learned in a certain measure of solitariness, yet on the other hand he (of all people!) recounts Gods goodness to His people as a nation. He speaks of the long journey through the wilderness and what God was to His saints. He speaks of Gods way being in the sanctuary and also in the sea: thy paths are in the great waters and thy footsteps are not known (Psalm 77: 19), as if he has given up trying to explain everything to himself and is just in the quiet submission to Gods will, and he comes to the conclusion that God was leading His people as He had before, by the hand of Moses and Aaron. What a wonderful thing, dear brethren! One thinks of the scripture which has engaged us today, one upon which my heart has often rested, The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand, John 3: 35. The heart finds peculiar rest in thinking that God in Christ has one blessed Man to whom He has committed everything. Not one thing will fail. I suppose the greatest thing that was ever committed to Christ was the work of redemption. But think of all the rest! The more we think of it, the greater Jesus becomes to us. The Son of God - how competent He is! What hands are His! - they will never fail. Moses knew it: all his saints are in thy hand, Deuteronomy 33: 3. There we are, and we might as well stay there! He will do the best for us. He led them by the hand of Moses and Aaron and these typify Jesus who is made Lord and Christ. We learn to submit to His authority and we learn to benefit by the support He alone can give. We often lean upon one another but sometimes we arrive at a stage when there is no one to lean upon but Christ, and He will never fail. 

    Now all that enters into the constitution of a man who has his part in relation to stringed instruments. Indeed, in this chapter they are called musical instruments of God. Asaph has a responsible place in this matter for he had learned in this well-worn road of the discipline of God. So we are to continue with our eye on another Man in another place, and as we do so our path through this world is simplified because we have another world before us. Also we find we acquire the ability to have our part with the saints in the service of God in song, for the discipline of God never makes one doleful. No chastening at the time seems to be of joy, but of grief, Hebrews 12: 11. If God is humbling us, we want to be humbled - I fully admit that - but, on the other hand, dear brethren, you will find that, as soon as anything is accepted from the hand of God there is a sense that good is intended and good comes. God is good and He does good; and it is the way to keep the enemy out of our minds and out of our circumstances and out of our outlook so that we are free to have our part in what is being yielded now in the assembly. Think of it, dear brethren! - made up of persons like ourselves. We sometimes think of the assembly in its greatness and grandeur, and we get an almost grotesque idea of it. But then, to soberly reflect in the power of the Spirit, it is made up of persons like ourselves, every one for whom Jesus laid down His life, as we had before us this afternoon. I suppose the flock is the most elementary figure of the collective position. The assembly perhaps sometimes conveys something a little more official. We graduate to higher levels of the truth by coming into the flock in attachment to the One who has died for us; it is intended that Jesus should have a unique place in our hearts as the One who laid down His life for us. Moreover, as I look at my brother, he is the one for whom Christ died. So that, not only is there attachment between the sheep and the Shepherd, but also to one another. So, dear brethren, no doubt as the Lord helps our brother as he serves us these three days, further things will develop; but how enjoyable they are, and I am reminded of these things in what is being said about Asaph. 

    Now Habakkuk: he is obviously in the good of eternal life because there was nothing else for him to enjoy. The enemy said to God, Doth Job fear God for nought? As surrounded with blessings, 

    with practically no complaints and prosperity on every side, there may have been apparently some justification for the taunt: but God knew His man and, in point of fact, Job trusted Him when all else went. It is a remarkable thing, dear brethren, that the Spirit of God has not seen fit to give us very many verses describing Jobs prosperity; He has given us a whole book of his discipline - and that in itself is instructive. But to refer now to Habakkuk: he had fully considered the outward position and learned it was all under control - absolutely. I, perhaps, ought to say at this juncture that the language that is used in the verses I have read I do not expect to find fulfilled in this dispensation. The Spirit of God being with the saints, I doubt very much whether the fig-tree will ever not blossom - publicly, yes, but never so privately. There will always be fruit in the vines, dear brethren - always! I believe this looks on to the great tribulation; it looks on to another day when there will be a time the like of which had not been previously. We may learn from the figure but I believe that God gives us assurance in the presence of the Spirit here and Christ on high that such extremity will never be reached at least for the saints. Indeed, I am encouraged to think this. You will remember in a day that is to come that the wheat and the barley reach a famine price, but they are still available, as though in that day what will sustain the soul will be available though a high price has to be paid for it. That is the principle that sometimes, when things get scarce, we may have to surrender more to acquire them. But you will remember John heard a voice saying, Do not injure the oil and the wine (Revelation 6: 6), as though there was a touch of consideration for Gods people at that dire moment. Well, if then, so now; and, as we know, the Spirit will be here until we are taken to be with Christ. I cannot believe that what is suggested in its fullness in these verses will ever come about in our day. Indeed, dear brethren, the revival in which we are having part is going through to the end. It is not all going to disintegrate and everything come to an individual position: there will always be some with whom we can work out the truth, when, as Paul says to Timothy, pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Timothy 2: 22); he does not say as long as there are any, because they are going through to the end. They are going through to the end of the dispensation, so that, in the break-up that is taking place in the world, stability is only found in keeping close to Christ and in keeping close to one another. 

    Well now, even though this is the case, it is interesting that Habakkuk knew God sufficiently to face this contingency. Though the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive-tree shall fail, and the fields shall yield no food: the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herds in the stalls - we may come to that and have to live a day at a time; and sometimes our reserves are badly cut into, but God never fails - yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. It is an individual matter, dear brethren, but we have been having stressed before us this very day, the personal side. What is the use of being carried along in the faith of others? Thank God for the company of the brethren! Thank God for the sphere of salvation that it means! Many of us can look back and lift up our hearts to the Lord in thankfulness for the companionships and pursuits which have kept us from the world. But when it comes to a real issue, what stands us in good stead is our links with the Persons of the Godhead and our knowledge of our Father, of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the blessed sense of communion with the Holy Spirit. All these things, dear brethren, mean that the saints have something in their souls into which they can retire in the knowledge of God. So, I suppose, we all have to admit that we are far more affected by circumstances than we are aware of and sometimes we find it out in a remarkable way, but it is all worth while. It is all calculated and the result is to help us to stringed instruments. Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, as though Habakkuk is discovering that that is where his strength lies. And he maketh my feet like hinds feet, and he will make me to walk upon my high places. They are his high places, but God is doing it for him. I believe self-reliance is one of the most baneful things we can indulge in. If we allow it in our minds it will come into our activities. It is a question of finding things in God and not ourselves, and the note at the end shows that his contribution has a place, you might say, in the Psalms that are written from experience with God. To the chief Musician on my stringed instruments. 

    As I have already remarked I really had Hezekiah especially in mind, and I refer now to him and his exercises. He had to consider the external position; he had to consider also his own internal weakness. In other words, he, with the other two I have mentioned, had to come into the good of eternal life in the knowledge of God. I am using that term, dear brethren - I hope you will not mind my doing so - because there are some things which are said by inference in Scripture. Eternal life, in the Old Testament, looked forward, I suppose, and finds its answer in the world to come. However, speaking of it as we have been today, we may enjoy it now in the knowledge of the only true God and Jesus Christ the sent One. We read only a verse or so of what Hezekiah says but you will remember the circumstances. They are akin to the present time. He was a man who had been greatly helped and God did not forget that. For fourteen years he had been greatly helped and he did what was good and right and true before Jehovah, and that is a very good commendation, dear brethren. We should love to warrant anything like that, anything approaching it. He did what was right and true. Think of it! This is what Scripture says. Indeed, the enemy attacked after this faithfulness as though we are reminded that the devil does not waste his ammunition on that which is valueless oftentimes; he attacks what is worth while. Now it is pretty evident from the scripture that Hezekiahs illness synchronised with the attack on Jerusalem. He was a man who had a good deal to do with the singers. It was in his time that the sin offering having been offered, the burnt offering began; and the moment the burnt offering began, the song of Jehovah began with the singers and the trumpeters. All this continued until the burnt offering was finished and, when the burnt offering was finished, Hezekiah and all those with him bowed their heads and worshipped, which shows the very great progress that was made in his day, and that coming after the wicked reign of king Ahaz. It would appear from what Scripture says that there were two attacks of Sennacherib; at the first it would seem, from the book of Kings, that Hezekiah accepted a levy and came under tribute to the king of Assyria. Indeed, he took the silver from the house of God and sent it to him and stripped off the doors of the house - a most extraordinary thing! I wonder at it but it is true. That is what the Spirit of God tells us. It means that if we compromise with the world, the things of God are impoverished. However, we have been helped before; if we compromise we impoverish our links with divine things. They themselves, of course, always remain at their intrinsic value. Then it would appear that he was taken ill and faced the whole matter with God, and the next time Sennacherib comes up, he is met with a very different story; as though we are stronger in our afflictions than we are in our prosperity, and we find that out. I say to the dear young people that we often find more integrity of heart, in the Spirits power, in the acceptance of affliction than in our moments of prosperity; but, at all events, they evidently were made to synchronise. God not only works to plan but to time. Some may say, as I used to think myself, that it was after these things that Hezekiah was sick; but it is very easy to calculate it. We are told that he reigned twenty-nine years; we know very well that fifteen years were added to his life and we are also told that it was in the fourteenth year of his reign that Sennacherib came - fourteen and fifteen make twenty-nine. So that there is my warrant for bringing forward what some may object to. God causes these things, dear brethren; He is not the instigator of Sennacheribs attack but He is watching over the whole situation. It is one of the items of faith at the present time with the world in its precarious state, with things that might happen at any moment. It is obvious, dear brethren, that politically this world is like a volcano that may go off at any time, and many dear saints of God are quaking with perturbation. The fact of the matter is that those who know God know that He has His eye on the saints and nothing happens without Him. Whatever He allows, He can use for good. In this particular instance we know that the enemy was turned back and he never shot an arrow at Jerusalem. We may not have such immunity as that, but God will see us through - we know Him well enough. He has pledged Himself to see His people through so that anxiety can be written off as an anxiety. It may induce prayer for men, it may induce love for souls, for there are thousands in this world that know not our God. Oh, the world with all its sport, and all its pursuits, and yet, at the same time, all its disasters and sadness! I often think, as I look around at this world, what Mr. Darby said, when all this woe shall cease. We do very well, you know. We have our occasions, we have our joys; we are having them today. But oh, what a world we are in! - and we are not to forget to pray for the souls of men and to pray for kings and those in authority; not in the fearful expectation that marks them but in the understanding that the divine hand controls everything for the good of the saints. 

    But synchronised with that, dear brethren, was a much more personal thing. What caused Hezekiahs distress was not any doubt about his souls salvation but being removed from the sphere of usefulness. I have read that John Newton, the writer of How sweet the name of Jesus sounds, wrote to a friend two hundred years ago and said, The last idol I buried was my own usefulness. The fact is, we have to learn that whilst God would employ every one of us, no one is indispensable. We are not the centre of anything. Christ is the centre of everything, and it is real deliverance to come to it in the soul. So Hezekiah - oh, how much he had done! What a help he had been to the saints! What there was to show, you might say, for his exercises amongst the brethren! - yet he is to be removed and he felt it. Oh, what bitterness he had! Possibly it was a bitterness that only a servant would know; but, at any rate, he experienced it, and it was an internal matter. I have often wondered why it did not happen before. Fourteen years of help from God - everything that he did he did with his whole heart and it was prospered; and yet, after two complete periods he has to learn something about himself. He has, as it were, to come through death into the sphere of eternal life, and God is leading the saints that way. Jesus, the Captain of our salvation has been made perfect through sufferings, and, as our brother was remarking this afternoon, we go that way. Death is poured in but it is only a means to an end, and as we accept it, we enjoy life out of death, life in the Spirit, life in the knowledge of God, life in relation to another scene, and the blessed Man that fills it to Gods praise! So that is what Hezekiah comes to. He recognised in relation to his outward circumstances that God was the same God - God does not change. We often judge Him, dear brethren, by the allowance of His hand, but He never changes. His love is always unalterably towards His own, and eventually we learn to trust Him. Hezekiah learned that, and has put down in sobriety the lessons he had learned in facing what was so acutely personal. He says, The living, the living, he shall praise thee - not they shall, he shall. This confirms what our dear brother has told us. There is need for the personal side to be pursued, not that I am decrying the collective side. We are living in wonderful days; there is a great need to understand that the collective position is made up of the persons who form it. He shall praise thee, as I do this day. The fathers to the children shall make known the truth. Dear brethren, what can we pass on? There may be instruction but what can a father pass on? - something that he has learned from God; something he has learned in his own soul; something that rings true in the experience of the brethren. Not an academic word that next week cannot be remembered, but something that is said in the power of the Spirit, which is like a seed sown that brings forth fruit to the praise of God. Oh, the need for fathers, persons who can serve in love and care and can pass on the value of experience so that the saints are brought positively and personally into the knowledge of God and what He has secured in the assembly. It says, Jehovah was purposed to save me, and so He is! All the time before the trial and afterwards and all through as well, Jehovah was purposed to save him. And we will play upon my stringed instruments, as though the discipline of one man is going to enrich the saints. They are all going to be brought into it. It is like the discipline on the household in John 11, the discipline on the one household enriched the whole of Bethany. It does not say the Lord came to the house of Martha but He came to Bethany. The bereavement and the sorrow was in one household but the whole place benefited by it; and so here, dear brethren, the exercises of one man and his discipline are benefiting all the saints. We will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah, as though his heart has found a home. 

    Now one more word: after all this you might wonder why it was that he succumbed to the temptation that lay in the visit of princes of Babylon. We need to speak very carefully of such a thing, but I notice this that when the prophet Isaiah came to king Hezekiah and said to him, What said these men, and from whence came they to thee? Hezekiah said, They came from a far country to me, from Babylon. Now, dear brethren, I think that is where he made his miscalculation. I think sometimes we get very satisfied and think Babylon is a long way off; we think it is this great professing system that is going to be judged, and we reckon in that sense it is a far country. The fact of the matter is, it is very much nearer to us than many of us are aware. The seeds of the thing are in every one of our hearts, and it may come out if not judged. What is it? It started with Nimrod in the beginning of Genesis and it goes right through to the great city in the end of Revelation. It comes under the judgment of God. What is it? It is just aggrandisement and show in the place where Christ had but a cross and a grave. That is what our hearts are capable of. In the presence of all that God has bestowed, a little flattery may cause disaster if we have our armour off. Well, let us be vigilant and let us know how to judge ourselves and go on in humility. Let us rejoice in the blessed ness of the moment. Let us go on with God and go on with Him together, keeping rank. The supremacy of Christ before us, the praise of God in our hearts, the presence of the Spirit impelling us, not only in the service of God but in the testimony. Let us remember we have everything in God and not in ourselves lest there should be any Babylonish principle which might cause disruption. Let it be kept away from us, every one of us. I have to judge my own heart every day, and every exercised person has to do the same, that nothing may be allowed that would interfere with what God has designed, the supremacy of Christ. The Lord alone shall be exalted in that day, and may we find, as going on together in the truth, that we have things in divine Persons and be content to have them there. 

    So, dear brethren, I trust these impressions will work out to our better part in the praise of God. We look forward to the morrow and the following day. One rejoices in assembly privileges, and I am sure we are looking expectantly forward to the new hymn book coming into our hands: but I believe we should be commensurately exercised that we are capacitated to sing according to God, to worship Him in spirit and in truth. May it be so, for His names sake. 

  
    HABAKKUK 3 (CAC 8)

    Habakkuk 3

    The prophets prayer in chapter 3 sets forth what may be known by those who draw near to Jehovah in His holy temple. His first exercise is marked by fear as realising that the state of the people was such as to deserve wrath. But he looks for revival on the ground of mercy in the midst of the years of departure. And his prayer indicates that revival comes about by returning to that which was from the beginning. For verse 3 alludes very distinctly to Deuteronomy 33: 2, which refers to how Jehovah moved at the beginning for the blessing of His people. As it is said in verse 13 of the chapter before us, Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, for the salvation of thine anointed. The full result of this will be that his glory covereth the heavens, and the earth is full of his praise, verse 3. In coming out for the blessing of His people God has the heavens and the earth before Him. He may seem to be operating in a limited sphere, but what He does will have universal results. In considering Habakkuks prayer we must bear in mind that what he dwelt upon was the deliverance of Israel, and the destruction of their enemies, but their deliverance was only a typical one; there was no redemption wrought for them, save in type. We have to bring what is said here into the present period to get the divine reality of what was done for Israel in a typical way. I have no doubt the Spirit of God had in mind in verses 3 and 4 what has come to pass now through God having sent His only begotten Son into the world. God has truly come in now for the salvation of His people. And his brightness was as the light; rays came forth from his hand; and there was the hiding of his power. When the Word became flesh He was the true Light; Gods glory and praise were brought in in the fullest way. Rays of glory were effulgent in every movement of His hand. The word rays is really horns, and horns in Scripture are symbolical of power. Divine power acting in grace was seen in every movement of Jesus. It became the joy of faith, and yet all the time there was the hiding of his power. It was hidden from the wise and prudent, but revealed to babes. Indeed, in view of the condition of Israel and the world, and in view of Gods glory in redemption, it was necessary that there should be the hiding of his power. He could have called upon His Father, and had more than twelve legions of angels to overpower His adversaries, but how then should the scriptures be fulfilled that thus it must be? 

    The pestilence and the burning flame show, I think, the solemn consequences of mans rejecting Gods light and salvation. If men love darkness rather than light, after light has shone upon them, they are already judged; the day of judgment has already come for them. Hence Jesus said, For judgment am I come into this world, that they which see not may see, and they which see may become blind. He stood and measured the earth; he beheld, and discomfited the nations, verse 6. In a moral sense everything here has been measured by the coming of the Son of God; its exact dimensions are known. Mans religion, his philosophy, his science, his schemes for human progress, are all measured and found to come short. God has brought in His standard, and all is really measured by the One who is Gods power and Gods wisdom. What is it all now to those who believe that Jesus is the Christ, Gods beloved Son? For faith, Christ and His cross have brought down all the greatness of man, and all that is pretentious because of its antiquity. In that sense the eternal mountains were scattered, the everlasting hills gave way, verse 6. But in blessed contrast it is said, his ways are everlasting. The stability and permanence of Gods ways in Christ, as seen in the holy temple, are the confidence and joy of faith. 

    Verses 7 - 15 review Jehovahs actings on behalf of Israel. They present Him as acting against all the powers that were opposed to His people, or that stood in the way of their possessing the inheritance which He had assigned to them. We consider these things as having in mind what they represent typically. The most terrible enemy of all is referred to symbolically in verse 8. Was Jehovah wrathful with the rivers? Was thine anger against the rivers? Was thy rage against the sea, that thou didst ride upon thy horses, thy chariots of salvation? There can be no doubt that the reference here is to the Red Sea and the Jordan. Both represent, as believers know, the power of death. It was God who imposed the sentence of death upon the disobedient man, and death reigned many centuries before the law was given; it is the gravest of all questions. If men are to be delivered from the power of evil and brought into blessing, death must be met and overcome. The supreme wonder is that the One who in His righteous government passed the sentence of death upon the fallen creature has undertaken in His grace and love to deal with death on behalf of His poor creature. From the standpoint of His thoughts of love and blessing death has become His enemy as well as ours, and He has ridden upon His horses and chariots of salvation to meet and set aside its power. He has taken our side against death, just as He took the side of Israel against the Red Sea and Jordan. Gods purpose and grace has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings, 2 Timothy 1: 10. Jesus took part in blood and flesh that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage, Hebrews 2:14, 15. The Spirit of God had this in mind when He inspired the words, The sea saw it and fled, the Jordan turned back ... . What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back? Psalm 114: 3, 5. The Red Sea is a type of the death of Christ for us, and the Jordan typifies our death with Him. But Habakkuk is not occupied with how the people availed themselves of the way made for them through the sea or the river, but with the fact that Jehovah acted for them in dealing with what barred their way out of Egypt or into Canaan. He had before him the acting of God viewed objectively, and therefore in its divine completeness. Death no longer bars the way to mans salvation or to the blessing of Gods people. Indeed, in the death of Christ it has become the way of deliverance, the way into life. Faith must take that way, 

    but on Gods part the sea has fled, the river has turned back. Death is not annulled publicly in this world, but the resurrection of Christ is the proof to believers that in relation to Him death is annulled, and this for mans benefit through the great favour of God. There is a way out by the death of Christ from the world as under judgment. This is what baptism to the death of Christ signifies. 

    Then at the Jordan the people saw the ark of the covenant move before them at a time when the river was full over all its banks, and they went after it on dry ground because the river had turned back. This is one of the most striking types in Scripture. It shows how Christ has gone into death in its fullest power, and has so turned it back that all the people of God can go over into the fulness of spiritual blessing in association with Him in life. They can go into the abundant life of John 10: 10. The death of Christ in its full power is available, though it is only by the attraction of His Person and love that any pass over with Him into the land. 

    Thy bow was made naked, the rods sworn according to thy word (verse 9) would connect with Deuteronomy 32: 23 and Psalm 45:5. Rods is the same word as sceptre in Psalm 2: 9 and Psalm 110: 2. God has the means by which to deal with everything that is adverse to Him. This was seen when Jesus was here by His binding the strong man and spoiling his goods, and by His casting out demons. It was seen, too, when His enemies went backward in the garden and fell to the ground. All the power was there by which He will eventually subjugate all opposition, but it did not act then for mens destruction because God was in Christ reconciling, not judging. The mountains were there, indeed, and the torrents of waters; great powers represented by the chief priests and rulers, and those under their influence; the Roman power also lending itself to be the instrument of their wickedness. But none of them could hinder the Lord from completing the work which His Father had given Him to do, or from bringing in the kingdom of God in spiritual power, or securing His own for the assembly which He was about to build. Neither the prince of this world, nor any of his instruments or agents, could stand in the way of what God was doing. The floods lifted up, O Jehovah, the floods lifted up their voice; the floods lifted up their roaring waves, but this only brought to light that Jehovah on high is mightier than the voice of many waters, than the mighty breakers of the sea, Psalm 93: 4. 

    The sun and moon standing still (verse 11) evidently refers to Joshua 10: 12 - 15. It suggests typically the present prolonged day during which dispensational movements are arrested. Things continue in a certain fixed relation. Christ is at the right hand of God, and the assembly is in her place of witness here. But it is a time of spiritual conflict, of which the arrows and the glittering spear and Jehovah marching through the land in indignation are expressive; verse 12. Jehovah dispossessed the nations of Canaan that it might be the inheritance of His people, and these nations represented the spiritual power of wickedness in the heavenlies. These are spiritual powers which are active to darken the mind and imagination of men so that God may not be known by them. It is not simply that the mind of the flesh is enmity against God, as we know it is, but there are great supernatural powers behind the scenes operating against the knowledge of God. Paul was in conflict with those powers, for he speaks of having arms of warfare which were powerful according to God to the overthrow of strongholds; overthrowing reasonings and every high thing that lifts itself up against the knowledge of God, 2 Corinthians 10: 4, 5. The powers in question are no insignificant enemies; they are described as being principalities, authorities, and universal lords of this darkness. Saints would be no match for them if they were not strong in the Lord and in the might of His strength, and also invested with the panoply of God. But it is unspeakable comfort to know that God has gone forth against them. He has taken up the challenge, and having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it; that is by the cross. The fact that He has done this by the cross shows that it is by setting aside the man on whose mind and imagination those powers could act that they are spoiled, and exposed in their true character, and triumphed over. In the mighty acting of God it is completely done. And Christ as the ascended One has led captivity captive; He has overcome every power in the universe that could have stood in the way of Gods making Himself known in grace to men. 

    All this gives the present spiritual application to us of what Habakkuk expresses in such energetic language, full of striking figures and symbols. It is all included in the greatness of that salvation for which God has gone forth; verse 13. It covers in spiritual suggestion all that has come to light for us in the life, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. And it is presented as known in relation to Gods holy temple; that is, as known in the power of the Holy Spirit. Habakkuk speaks of these things as being heard by him when he addressed himself to Jehovah as known in His holy temple; verse 16. The greatness of it all made him realise, as he had never done before, what a wretched thing he was in himself. His belly trembled, his lips quivered, rottenness entered into his bones. It is ever thus when God vouchsafes light as to Himself and His wondrous actings for men. Job experienced it in his day, Daniel in his day (Daniel 8: 27; Daniel 10: 8), and John falling as dead at the feet of the Son of man has somewhat the same character. If God is really to fill the soul it is certain that all of self must go out. The end in view is that God fills the soul without any subtle admixture of self-righteousness or self-commendation in any form. It is a humbling experience, but those who have gone through it never regret it, for it leads to confidence in God alone, and thus to fulness of joy in Him which is independent of all circumstances. One who has gone through this exercise has rest in the day of distress, when their invader shall come up against the people, verse 16. He has reached a resting-place in God upon which no distress or invader can intrude. If we tremble as searched out inwardly by the light of God we shall not tremble in the day of outward trial; we shall have rest then, and not only rest, but profound joy in God. All that the Jew looked for as the sign of Gods favour might utterly fail, but Jehovah remained as the Source and Crown of His peoples blessing. We cannot be sure that privileges which have comforted us in the past will continue; many have been deprived of them in greater or lesser degree. But what we know of the Father and the Son in the power of the Spirit will abide. 

    Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, and he maketh my feet like hinds feet, and he will make me to walk upon my high places. It would be well if our prayers took more the form of Habakkuks prayer. His prayer, strictly speaking, is limited to the latter part of verse 2. All the rest is a recital of what Jehovah had already done for the salvation of His people. We sometimes ask God to do many things for us when we should be more profitably occupied in considering what He has done through and in our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us give more attention to this; it will relieve our anxieties and fill us with joy. Because what He has done, and how He has made Himself known in doing it, is an unchangeable blessedness. Even if we think of it in the setting of Habakkuks prayer it is most wonderful. Habakkuks prayer is mainly occupied with the setting aside of adverse powers; it is the God of salvation who is celebrated. But my high places suggest an elevation where the positive thoughts of divine love are known and enjoyed. And the feet like hinds feet show that as in Christ and by the Spirit we can be sure-footed even there. My high places has, for us at any rate, a heavenly significance; it speaks of what is unfolded in Ephesians as connected with loves eternal purpose. 

    It is delightful to see that, after all the experiences and exercises through which Habakkuk had passed, he finished on the highest possible level. The chief Musician and the stringed instruments are in keeping with the whole order of divine service as set up by David. Fifty-five of the Psalms are headed To the chief Musician. And here is a man, representing a faithful remnant, in the darkest day of Israels history, just on the eve of the captivity, able to indite an utterance that corresponded in quality with what was possible in the brightest day of that history. There could hardly be a greater triumph of faith. Whatever service was going on publicly in Jerusalem at that day must have been extremely formal; indeed, as we know, it was offensive to God. But to Habakkuks faith there was a spiritual temple where wonderful things could be seen and heard, and where Jehovah could be praised in the same lofty notes as when His service was first inaugurated. The chief Musician implies the presence and accompaniment of others, and my stringed instruments shows that faith has its own equipment for the service of praise, and this in a collective way. 

    The application of all this to our own times is obvious. Christendom is in as sad a state as Israel was. But in a day of extreme departure a remnant have cried to God to revive His work, and He has done so. He has brought the great actings of His grace and love in Christ in a fresh and living way before the hearts of His people. He had enabled many to rejoice in Himself, and in His great salvation, and in what He has brought to pass for the satisfaction of His love. He has caused them to walk upon their high places in His eternal purpose. Now He intends that all this shall come out in assembly service, to His praise and glory. It is not to be merely a personal experience, however blessed this might be, but it is to give character to the collective worship of His sons as assembled. Our chief Musician is the One who has said, in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praise, Hebrews 2:12. It is still possible for saints as stringed instruments to blend harmoniously in praise under the touch of the hand of the chief Musician. We must not think of this as a beautiful, but unrealisable, conception, or that it can only be true in heaven. It is what may be realised down here as the result of such exercises as are set out in this part of the Holy Scriptures. This prophecy was given to encourage and support faith, in a difficult time, lust such a time as we are passing through now. 

  
    2 SAMUEL 17 AND 19 (NOTES OF AN ADDRESS) (CAC 27)

    2 Samuel 17: 27 - 29; 2 Samuel 19: 31 - 43; Philippians 3: 7 - 13; Habakkuk 3: 17 - 19

    It is of all importance that we should take account of the close of our journey here, and I desire to present to you what a spiritual finish is. We are very near now to seeing the Lords face, and we ought to speak together in this hope. The Holy Spirit is giving to the saints today a sense of the expectation of it: we shall see Him come into all His rights, but I am thinking more of the blessedness of His very presence, surrounded with delight by all His own. 

    Paul writes to the Thessalonians in a different way from what he does to any other assembly. They had just recently been gathered to the Lords name. Paul writes, not to the assembly at Thessalonica, but to the assembly of Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Thessalonians 1: 1. I suppose they were very young, and, as just gathered to the Lords name, had not been formed in assembly truth and principles, and he writes to them in that simple way. He presents the Lord and the Lords coming in such a way as to set their hearts right, not only in relation to the testimony, but in the knowledge of divine Persons. He presents not only the public appearing of the Lord Jesus, but also the way we shall meet Him in the air. 

    In 2 Thessalonians 2: 1 Paul beseeches them by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him. It is an expression of peculiar sweetness  think of all saints gathering together to Him  not to His name, but to Himself, and as 1 Thessalonians 5: 10 says, 

    that ... we may live together with him. That is our eternity, our full portion with Christ. We are not only to be together but we are to live together with Him. This is really what is to touch our hearts and fill them with that expectancy of love that regards the Lords coming with supreme anticipation of pleasure. 

    After presenting the hope of the Lords coming in the first epistle, the apostle in chapters 1 and 2 of the second epistle gives words of consolation and instruction in view of the coming apostasy: then he says But our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us, and given us eternal consolation and good hope by grace, encourage your hearts, and establish you in every good work and word, 2 Thessalonians 2: 16, 17. Nothing, not even the thickness of tissue paper, is to come between the Lord and our hearts; then we should have the enjoyment of our relationship with the Lord Jesus and with our God in service and in suffering for the testimony. It is the consciousness of the immediate support and love of the heart of Christ and the place we have eternally in our Fathers heart and purpose that is our proper start: if we are to continue and to finish well we must make this beginning. 

    Now in speaking of Barzillai, I wish to draw attention to this very serious consideration, that a person may have a good start and make progress, and then go back, the Lord having lost in the heart the place He had at first. There is nothing more sad than departure from the Lord Himself, and I suppose the history of Barzillai has been given to us in Scripture so that we should be able to take account of the sadness of spiritual enfeeblement. Barzillai and his companions met David when he was in reproach, bringing the very best they had, and no mean provision it was. The Spirit of God gives us a list of what they brought, beds, and basons, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn, and beans, and lentils, and parched pulse, and honey, and cream, and sheep, and cheese of kine. The Lord does not forget our work of faith and labour of love, and if He has enlarged us and blessed us so that we have been able to minister to Him and to His own, He never forgets it! But how sad if the freshness that prompted it has declined in our souls! 

    Now in chapter 19, David returns to Jerusalem and Mephibosheth is there to greet him. Mephibosheths affection has been sustained; he has been feeling the absence of David and the falling away from David of many in Jerusalem and through the testing time of Davids absence he has ever remembered him with affectionate regard for his person and rights: his happiness is bound up with Gods beloved. David mentions the inheritance, but Mephibosheth replies, It is not that I am thinking of. I am not troubled about the inheritance, everything to me is that you have come back. What a comfort to the heart of David!  a welcome from a heart that had never declined but had beaten true in his absence. But it is otherwise with Barzillai; he meets the king and follows him over Jordan. David makes a proposition to Barzillai, Come up to Jerusalem and I will feed you. I do not forget that when in adversity you fed me, and now I want you to be my guest in Jerusalem, I want to maintain and feed you there. What an invitation! The Lord proposes an advancement spiritually for us  that we should go right up into the heart of blessing, where Christ is supreme, that we should dwell with Him in His Jerusalem. We should enjoy now what we are to enjoy eternally with Christ. The Lord finds pleasure in our willing response to that. Although the Lord regards with delight every bit of service towards Himself as it comes out in relation to His people  caring for them, feeding them, serving Him in His interests here, just as Barzillai and his associates cared for David and his followers  yet more deeply valued still by the Lord Jesus is the devoted affection that will follow Him up to Jerusalem where He may share in grace all He possesses with us there, and serve us that we may fully enjoy it all. He will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them, Luke 12: 37. Our being occupied with His interests here is one thing, but it is another His welcoming us into heavenly scenes even now in spirit, to share the fulness of what His ascending there has secured. It is blessed, but if it is to be responded to, it calls for personal spiritual energy. It takes vigour of soul to pass up from Jordan to Jerusalem, and it is just the lack of that which comes out typically in Barzillais case. David had lost in Barzillais heart the place he once had. If you watch Barzillais feet you know where his heart is. He says, I am not as young as I was once nor as able to go about: I am superannuated: it is time I retired from the conflict; I will go over Jordan a little today. It is very good to cross Jordan even for a visit, but Davids proposal was that he should go up and reside with him; he said, I will maintain thee. Does your heart incline to follow the Lord over Jordan into the sphere where He is owned as the risen One? If you do, that is well, but He wants you further, He wants to lead your heart up to heaven, that you may know and enjoy heavenly things. 

    The Lord attracts us over Jordan that He may set our minds on heavenly things. It may be only a visit at the start, but you cannot cross very often without feeling it would be good to follow the Lord up to Jerusalem and remain with Him where He is supreme and where He maintains all. We may come down to this side to serve His interests here, but our centre and home is with Him there. 

    Barzillai says, I am to old, I will go a little way. Do you think a saint in spiritual energy would speak like that? Remember the walk Enoch took with God  it was as the path of the righteous ... as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come, Proverbs 4: 18. Do any of us feel old spiritually? That once there was a discernment of divine things and an appetite for the things of Christ, and now one is at a loss when one hears others speak of things that one is unable to discern? You have grey hairs and you know it not: age has crept on and you did not observe it, affection for Christ has waned, and the heart has turned to something else, and the Lord Jesus is accorded a second place where once He was first. It is very serious if one is beginning to find a lack of edge in ones taste for divine things. Barzillai said Can I hear any more the voice of singing men and singing women? It is important to see that spiritual things are sustained in deep spiritual joy, and saints who are going on spiritually are bound to sing. Wherever saints are sustained in spiritual affection for Christ and for His interests they are bound to sing. When David is having His place in Jerusalem there is bound to be singing there. We should be at liberty, not only to hear the saints sing, but to sing with them. David said, This man was born there  Zion. Jehovah will count, when he inscribeth the peoples, This man was born there, Psalm 87: 6. Christ is the Man who was born there; Jerusalem is His city, and this Psalm speaks of the singers and dancers being there. It is the place God loves, He loves the gates of Zion more than all the habitations of Jacob. Now the men and women singing tell of the intelligent and affectionate interest of the saints in everything being established in Christ, and that He fills the heart of God and His people so that God should find His pleasure in a company of saints who sing to Him. There is a reference in Job 38: 7 to the morning stars singing together and all the sons of God shouting for joy. They saw what God had before Him and delighted in sympathy. What a poor estimate of the heart of David Barzillai had  Why should thy servant be yet a burden to my lord the king? Affection for Christ would cast you entirely upon all that He gives  the care and support that would love to carry you across Jordan and up to Jerusalem and set you down amongst His happy company so that you should partake of all the good of the best things in Jerusalem. One feels that unconsciously there was with Barzillai a doubt of the affections of David. Barzillai says, Behold thy servant Chimham: let him go: Chimham means longing . David must have felt Ah, Barzillai, I have lost my supreme place in your affections. Chimham gets all that Barzillai misses. 

    I have read the scripture in Habakkuk to illustrate what it is to have a good spiritual finish, what it is to sing in spiritual energy at the close. His day was like the day in which we live; He took account of things as they were among the people of God publicly, and it broke his heart. Habakkuk is a heart-broken man because of the testimony. There had been departure from the Lord: there was no course for him, devoted man that he was, but to stand upon the watch-tower and pray. A broken heart in relation to the testimony first of all isolates you, puts you in a separate path, and there you get a divine start. He is praying and soon light as to the whole mind of God comes before him; he sees that the issue of it is that the Lord will come out in His power and rid the scene of all desolation, and that the whole earth will be filled with His glory. What view have you got from your watch-tower? Habakkuk had a view of things as God had secured them for His own pleasure: For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, Neither shall fruit be in the vines; The labour of the olive-tree shall fail  although desolation shall mark the whole scene before me  Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Then he says, He maketh my feet like hinds feet, And he will make me to walk upon my high places. What a bright contrast to what we have been regarding! Here we have spiritual energy, no old age, and a man able to rise to high places. There are for us all the blessed privileges peculiar to the assembly in our high places but it needs hinds feet, spiritual vigour, to rise to them. Now Habakkuk can sing To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments! That is the end of a mans path who through exercise rose to the possibilities of the day in which he lived. A spiritual man ends with hinds feet, high places and stringed instruments. You have them all in Philippians 3 in our apostle, and how exhilarating it is to hear his call to us! There is no idea of retiring from the race here, and no note of depression. Instead of decline there is increase  But surely I count also all things to be loss; his taste is with him; there are no grey hairs, no waning of affection or enfeebled vision; he sees clearly. And it is all Christ and Christ in heaven, and so Paul is full of joy. He rejoices in the Lord. 

    May the Lord encourage us to follow Himself to where He is, and be thus kept amid the ruin of the moment in affection for Himself, and appreciation of heavenly things, with hinds feet, on high places, and among the singing men and women with stringed instruments. 

  
    A SPIRITUAL FINISH (CAC 30)

    2 Samuel 17: 27 - 29; 2 Samuel 19: 31 - 43; Philippians 3: 7 - 13; Habakkuk 3: 17 - 19

    It is of all importance that we should take account of the close of our journey here, and I desire to present to you what a spiritual finish is. We are very near now to seeing the Lords face, and we ought to speak together in this hope. The Holy Spirit is giving to the saints today a sense of the expectation of it: we shall see Him come into all His rights, but I am thinking more of the blessedness of His very presence, surrounded with delight by all His own. 

    Paul writes to the Thessalonians in a different way from that to any other assembly. They had just recently been gathered to the Lords name. Paul writes, not to the assembly at Thessalonica, but to the assembly of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I suppose they were very young and, just gathered to the Lords name, had not been formed in assembly truth and principles, and he writes to them in that simple way. He presents the Lord and the Lords coming in such a way as to set their hearts right, not only in relation to the testimony, but in the knowledge of divine Persons. He presents not only the public appearing of the Lord Jesus, but also the way we shall meet Him in the air. 

    In the second chapter of 2 Thessalonians, Paul beseeches them by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him. It is an expression of peculiar sweetness. Think of all saints gathering together unto Him  not His name, but to Himself, and as the same scripture says, live together with Him. That is our eternity, our full portion with Christ. We are not only to be together but we are to live together with Him. This is really what is to touch our hearts and fill them with that expectancy of love that regards the Lords coming with supreme anticipation of pleasure. 

    After presenting the hope of the Lords coming in the first epistle, the apostle in chapters 1 and 2 of the second epistle gives words of consolation and instruction in view of the coming apostasy. Then he says, But our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us, and given us eternal consolation and good hope by grace, encourage your hearts, and establish you in every good work and word. Nothing, not even the thickness of tissue paper, is to come between the Lord and our hearts; so we should have the enjoyment of our relationship with the Lord Jesus and with our God in service and in suffering for the testimony. It is the consciousness of the immediate support and love of the heart of Christ and the place we have eternally in our Fathers heart and purpose that is our proper start: if we are to continue and to finish well we must make this beginning. 

    Now in speaking of Barzillai I wish to draw attention to this very serious consideration, that a person may have a good start and make progress, and then go back, the Lord having lost in the heart the place He had at first. There is nothing sadder than departure from the Lord Himself, and I suppose the history of Barzillai has been given to us in Scripture so that we should be able to take account of the sadness of spiritual enfeeblement. Barzillai and his companions met David when he was in reproach, bringing the very best they had, and no mean provision it was. The Spirit of God gives us a list of what they brought  beds, basons and earthen vessels; wheat, barley, parched corn, flour, beans, lentils, pulse, honey, cream, sheep and cheese. The Lord does not forget our work of faith and labour of love, and if He has enlarged us and blessed us so that we have been able to minister to Him and to His own, He never forgets it. But how sad if the freshness that prompted it has declined in our souls! 

    Now in chapter 19, David returns to Jerusalem and Mephibosheth is there to greet him. Mephibosheths affection has been sustained; he has been feeling the absence of David and the falling away from David of many in Jerusalem, and through the testing time of Davids absence he has ever remembered him with affectionate regard for his person and rights: his happiness is bound up with Gods beloved. David mentions the inheritance, but Mephibosheth replies, It is not that I am thinking of: I am not troubled about the inheritance, everything to me is that you have come back. What a comfort to the heart of David! A welcome from a heart that had never declined but beat true in his absence. 

    But it is otherwise with Barzillai; he meets the king and follows him over Jordan. David makes a proposition to Barzillai, Come up to Jerusalem and I will feed you. I do not forget that when in adversity you fed me, and now I want you to be my guest in Jerusalem; I want to sustain and feed you there. What an invitation! The Lord proposes an advancement spiritually for us  that we should go right up into the heart of blessing, where Christ is supreme, that we should dwell with Him in His Jerusalem. We should enjoy now what we are to enjoy eternally with Christ. The Lord finds pleasure in our willing response to that. Although the Lord regards with delight every bit of service towards Himself as it comes out in relation to His people  caring for them, feeding them, serving Him in His interests here, just as Barzillai and his associates cared for David and his followers  yet more deeply valued still by the Lord Jesus is the devoted affection that will follow Him up to Jerusalem where He may share in grace all He possesses with us there, and serve us that we may fully enjoy it all. He will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them (Luke 12: 37). 

    Our being occupied with His interests here is one thing, but it is another His welcoming us into heavenly scenes even now in spirit, to share the fulness of what His ascending there has secured. It is blessed, but if it is to be responded to it calls for personal spiritual energy. It takes vigour of soul to pass up from Jordan to Jerusalem, and it is just the lack of that which comes out typically in Barzillais case. David had lost in Barzillais heart the place he once had. If you watch Barzillais feet you know where his heart is. He says, I am not as young as I was once nor as able to go about; I am superannuated; it is time I retired from the conflict. I will go over Jordan a little today. It is very good to cross Jordan even for a visit, but Davids proposal was that he should go up and reside with him, and he said, I will maintain thee. Does your heart incline to follow the Lord over Jordan into the sphere where He is owned as the risen One? If you do, that is well, but He wants you further. He wants to lead your heart up to heaven, that you may know and enjoy heavenly things. 

    The Lord attracts us over Jordan that He may set our minds on heavenly things. It may be only a visit at the start, but you cannot cross very often without feeling it would be good to follow the Lord up to Jerusalem and remain with Him where He is supreme, and where He maintains all. We may come down to this side to serve His interests here, but our centre and home is with Him there. Barzillai says, I am old, I will go a little way. Do you think a saint in spiritual energy would speak like that? Remember the walk Enoch took with God  it was as the path of the just ... that shineth more and more unto the perfect day (Proverbs 4: 18). Do any of us feel old spiritually? Is it that once there was a discernment of divine things and an appetite for the things of Christ, and now one is at a loss when hearing others speak of things one is unable to discern? You have grey hairs and you know it not, age has crept on and you did not observe it, affection for Christ has waned and the heart has turned to something else, and the Lord Jesus is accorded a second place where once He was first. 

    It is very serious if one is beginning to find a lack of edge in ones taste for divine things. Barzillai said, I am not able any more to hear the sound of singing men and singing women. It is important to see that spiritual things are sustained in deep spiritual joy, and saints who are going on spiritually are bound to sing. Wherever saints are sustained in spiritual affection for Christ and for His interests they are bound to sing. When David is having His place in Jerusalem there is bound to be singing there. We should be at liberty, not only to hear the saints sing, but to sing with them. David said (Psalm 87) This man was born there  Zion. Jehovah will count when he inscribeth the peoples, This man was born there. Christ is the Man who was born there; Jerusalem is His city, and this psalm speaks of the singers and dancers being there. It is the place God loves, He loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

    Now the men and women singing tell of the intelligent and affectionate interest of the saints in everything being established in Christ, and that He fills the heart of God and His people so that God should find His pleasure in a company of saints who sing to Him. There is a reference in Job to the morning stars singing together and all the sons of God shouting for joy. They saw what God had before Him and were delighted in sympathy with it. What a poor estimate of the heart of David Barzillai had! Wherefore should thy servant be a burden to the king? Affection for Christ would cast you entirely upon all that He gives  the care and support that would love to carry you across Jordan and up to Jerusalem and set you down amongst His happy company so that you should partake of all the value of the best things in Jerusalem. One feels that unconsciously there was with Barzillai a doubt of the affections of David. Barzillai says his servant Chimham shall go: Chimham means longing. David must have felt, Ah, Barzillai, I have lost my supreme place in your affections. Chimham gets all that Barzillai misses. 

    Now I have read the passage of Scripture from Habakkuk to illustrate what it is to have a good spiritual finish, what it is to sing in spiritual energy at the close. His day was like the day in which we live. He took account of things as they were among the people of God publicly, and it broke his heart. Habakkuk is a heart-broken man because of the testimony. There had been departure from the Lord, and there is no course for him, devoted man that he was, but to stand upon the watch-tower and pray. A broken heart in relation to the testimony first of all isolates you, puts you in a separate path, and there you get a divine start. He is praying, and soon light as to the whole mind of God comes before him; he sees that the issue of it is that the Lord will come out in His power and rid the scene of all desolation, and the whole earth will be filled with His glory. 

    What view have you got from your watch-tower? Habakkuk had a view of things as God had secured them for His own pleasure: Although the fig tree shall not blossom neither shall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive shall fail ...  although desolation shall mark the whole scene before me, Yet shall I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Then he says, He maketh my feet like hinds feet, and He will make me to walk upon my high places. What a bright contrast to what we have been regarding! Here we have spiritual energy, no old age, and a man able to scale up to high places. There are for us all the blessed privileges peculiar to the assembly in our high places, but it needs hinds feet  spiritual vigour to rise to them. Now Habakkuk can sing, To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments! That is the end of a mans path who through exercise rose to the possibilities of the day in which he lived. A spiritual man ends with hinds feet, high places and stringed instruments. You have them all in Philippians 3 in our apostle, and how exhilarating to hear his call to us! There is no idea of retiring from the race here, and no note of depression. Instead of decline there is increase: Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss. His taste is with him  no grey hairs, no waning affection or enfeebled vision; he sees clearly. And it is all Christ and Christ in heaven, and so Paul is full of joy. He rejoices in the Lord. 

    May the Lord encourage us to follow Himself to where He is, and be thus kept amid the ruin of the moment in affection for Himself and appreciation of heavenly things, with hinds feet in high places, and among the singing men and women with stringed instruments. 

  
    HABAKKUK 3 (JBS 8)

    Habakkuk 3

    To the chief singer on my stringed instruments (verse 19). Compare Psalm 4: 1 with margin Neginoth. In verse 1 it is Shigionoth, signifying variableness. He uses the word on going into the presence of the Lord, but Neginoth expresses the state of the soul - stability - when leaving the sanctuary. 

    Habakkuk is aware of the confusion everything is in, for in chapter 2 he is on the watch-tower. Then in chapter 3 he prays. He leaves the scene of confusion and learns to rejoice in the Lord; the Lord makes him to know that he can have a stringed instrument in the midst of his sorrow. 

    There can be no service without sacrifice. In one form or another, when one chooses to suffer affliction with the people of God, the advantages of Egypt must be surrendered. The first act of Elisha on entering on or beginning service was to lay hold of his own cloak and rend it in two parts. The old order of things was at an end. The need of the saints must provoke you as it did Moses. 

    There are trials which everyone can see and sympathise with, while there are others which no one can see, and consequently cannot sympathise with. The latter must be borne in secret with the Lord. What it is to cross over Jordan - alone with Him, enjoying Him in the scene where He is, in the power of eternal life! 

  
    HABAKKUK 3 (JND 38)

    Habakkuk 3

    This chapter is the recall of Habakkuk to the original display of mercies. I will remember the days of the years of the right hand of the Most Highest? He doth not forget to be gracious. It would seem to me from this that Isaiah 63 included Gog, all nations, as well as the personal enemy of Christ, and is the destruction in that character, and not in this, though the nations under him are included; compare Zechariah 12, et seq. and also as to am-mim (peoples) and goiim (nations). This invader heaps and gathers both, i.e., Gog, but he is properly, I conceive, the head and spoiler of the goiim, though he shall seek to gather all the peoples to him too. The actings of the am-mim, as brought out, are under Antichrist, 

    and they are actually in the siege, and take Jerusalem  the people of Europe, etc., who are not nations, but united under Antichrist. It is not their being of that place, or under Antichrist, constitutes them am-mim, but the fact is so, they will lose their characteristic nationality. Gog might heap some such to him, but these are not the embodying of the peoples (am-mim). 

    This Book then is the full description of the conduct and character of Gog, and the position of the Jews in respect of him, and his agency in respect of them, with the result in deliverance  the moral position of the nation, with its results, brought out by the Prophets pleading in Spirit about, and concerning their estate. The answer is the revelation of Gog, his character, its agency on them, and their deliverance, from Gods character  the position, and recognition of the faithful Remnant meanwhile  but it is Gog in his agency on the Jewish nation. 

  
    TO THE CHIEF SINGER ON MY STRINGED INSTRUMENTS (JT 7)

    Habakkuk 3: 19

    Habakkuk speaks of faith. His statement, the just shall live by his faith, Habakkuk 2:4 is cited three times in the New Testament, and may be taken as a text for Christianity. Paul speaks thus, Gods dispensation, which is in faith, 1 Timothy 1: 4. Faith takes account of what is not seen yet. It is the conviction of things not seen, Hebrews 11:1 and so it is not governed by current public events. The godly ones among the Jews in the last days are to be guided by public events. The word to them is, When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation stand in the holy place ... then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains. Matthew 24: 15,16. In the Lords discourse in Matthew 24, in answer to the disciples questions about the temple, He outlined the events that should occur in Jerusalem, and which should afford a guide for the faithful as to the time of His coming. While the enlightened Christian knows that Jerusalem is the centre of Gods ways on earth, he regards Jerusalem above as the centre of the dispensation of grace, and that it is the only divine metropolis now; for the moment it is the true Hephzibah, the true Beulah; see Isaiah 62. Faith looks steadfastly on what is in heaven; there can be no change prophetically until Christ rises from His present seat. 

    Habakkuk takes full account of oppression and woe current in his day, but he says, I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me. Habakkuk 2:1. He is thus in a position to get light; he receives answer from the Lord. The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Habakkuk 2:3. Finally he says, the just shall live by his faith. Habakkuk 2:4. Thus the prophet is enlightened, and set on right lines; he is assured of the ultimate triumph of God; he sees, however, that in reaching His purpose God has to discipline His people. Habakkuk says, The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20. 

    In chapter 3 the prophet begins with prayer and ends with a note of triumph to the chief singer. Habakkuk 3:19. It encourages one in these days to be assured that the highest note may be struck even now. Our chief singer causes such a note to resound. David ordained singers, chief and subordinate, so that the songs in the house of God should be acceptable to Him. In order that a song be acceptable to the divine ear it must be sung to suitable music; hence the need for a chief singer. Christ is our Chief Singer; He sings in the midst of the assembly. Habakkuk begins with a prayer, his heart evidently pressed and variable, and ends with joy. He says, I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Habakkuk 3:18. The heart pressed by the state of Gods people and other things, turns to God in prayer; the believer thus gets near to Him and becomes restful. God Himself, and what He is to us in Christ, takes the place of the pressure. The heart is restful, triumphant, worshipful. The Lord God is my strength and he will make my feet like hinds feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. Habakkuk 3:19. Hinds feet and high places go together; the former refers to the power of resurrection realised in the Spirit, the latter to our heavenly calling. What victory over the world is assured, and what pleasure for God in our walk and ways! 

    Our high places are well defined. In the historical books of the Old Testament much reference is made to high places. They were not those to which Habakkuk refers. The high places in Israel were not ordained of God. High places abound today all about us. The name of God is connected with them but they are of human origin. They existed, indeed, before Christianity was introduced, as did those in Canaan before the Israelites took possession of the country. Modern high places are out of keeping with Christ, although many of them bear His name; their steeples and stained glass windows, their organs and choirs do not comport with, or bear testimony to a rejected, crucified Saviour. The flesh takes pleasure in these products of mans art and imagination, Acts 17:29 but the man of faith looks elsewhere. Habakkuk speaks of the high places of faith. The epistle to the Ephesians presents these to us. We are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ, and we are raised up and seated together in the heavenlies in Christ. The high places of men are intended for the material eye and ear, they belong to seen things; the high places of God are beyond the range of mere human vision. They are seen by the believer by the power of the Spirit of God. 

    The Spirits power has oped the heavenly door. Here Christ is all. The note of triumph and joy is to the Chief Singer, and thus the dispensation continues unchanged, and it is marked by faith: faith appreciates all the advantages vouchsafed. It particularly fixes its view on that which is special to the time. The epistle to the Philippians sets before us the exercises and experience of a spiritual man. The writer speaks of one thing that occupied him. I pursue, looking, he says, toward the goal for the prize of the calling on high in Christ Jesus, Philippians 3:14. The calling on high in Christ Jesus is the great feature now, but Jerusalem on earth shall be in the future for those who take a place in testimony for Christ after the assembly is translated to heaven, May each one of the saints have this before him till the end! 

  
    VICTORY (JT 15)

    1 Corinthians 15: 57; 1 John 5: 4,5; Habakkuk 3: 17 - 19; Judges 4: 4 - 6

    I have before me, dear brethren, to speak about victory, and you will observe in the first passage read that God gives it to us, the us obviously having reference to those having faith, for spiritual things are given only to such. God is bountiful in material things and provides for all, even although there may not be faith, for He has never left Himself without witness among men, giving rain, as we are told, and fruitful seasons, filling mens hearts with food and gladness. Indeed, as the passage goes on to say: In him, we (meaning all mankind) live, and move, and have our being, Acts 17: 28. But when it comes to spiritual things the dispensation of God is said to be in faith. The gospel is addressed to those who have faith, and it is said, on the principle of faith to faith; it is an administration. The Lord Jesus Christ, ere going up to heaven, after He rose from the dead, moved in and out amongst His people for forty days, and in that way would impress them with what is spiritual, so that on going on high, being made both Lord and Christ, He administered what was spiritual. And so Peter says, referring to the gift of the Spirit which was there to be observed: Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear, Acts 2: 33. But He shed Him forth upon those who had faith. He, as shed forth thus, was available to man, but only on the principle of faith. So that what God gives spiritually, as I said, has reference to those who have faith, and when the apostle here says: Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, 1 Corinthians 15:57, the us refers to those who have faith. As having faith we believe what is presented to us on the principle of faith. And so, in this chapter, the apostle says at the outset that the gospel which he preached to the Corinthians was that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. 1 Corinthians 15:4. These facts were presented to them on the principle of faith, and having received them (if they did, indeed) they came within the us, to whom God is pleased to give the victory. And, I may add, so that there may be no misunderstanding as to what this victory implies, that it does not refer to any material success or prosperity in this world. It refers to what the chapter speaks of; it refers to resurrection, and you will observe that he does not say: He shall give it to us, but He giveth us the victory. 1 Corinthians 15:57. In other words it is a present thing, which God intends should be by faith in the possession of our souls; He gives it to us, and He gives it to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Now, the Lord, as risen, remained with His own forty days before He ascended, and, as you will remember, He appeared, according to this chapter, on six different occasions; and I submit to you that on each of these occasions there would be conveyed the sense of victory. First, He appeared to Cephas. In the gospel of Luke we are told He appeared to Simon, doubtless to reassure the heart of His erring disciple, but the Spirit of God has not that in view in this passage, and so He mentions Simons spiritual name. We have to understand what it is, beloved, to have spiritual names, because it is first that which is natural and afterwards that which is spiritual. We have to understand how we come under the eye of the Lord, the last Adam who is a quickening Spirit. If He has to do with us He quickens us; He quickens us in relation to His own perfect wisdom as to the place we are to occupy in that spiritual world which He came to effectuate. So that Simon is referred to here according to his spiritual name. The last quickening involves certain traits which no one else has. Each one differs, as this passage tells us: star differs from star in glory. 1 Corinthians 15:41. Each one has his own living characteristics, spiritual characteristics, and, as all come under the eye of the last Adam, He sees these and names the person accordingly. We shall all appear, therefore, in the spiritual realm according to the names which the last Adam confers. And so, as He appears to Cephas, there would be in the heart of Cephas a sense of victory. He would be stimulated in the sense of victory as to what he was and the place he was to occupy in the divine structure for his name signifies a stone. 

    And then He appears to the twelve, for they were to administer. There was to be here an administrative company appointed by the Lord, and they had been appointed, and as appointed He appears to them. The appearance would convey to them a sense of victory, for the One whom they were to represent in their administration was Himself supremely victorious; He was out of death. Their administration should be not of material things, but spiritual things, and they would be impressed by the appearance of Christ to them as the twelve, with the sense of victory that they had to do with a spiritual Person, One who had been into death, and was now out of it. They would be impressed with victory, and would carry on the administration in the sense of victory; they would be above the least taint of corruption. We know how administrators after the flesh are exposed to corruption, but these would be set up in their souls in complete superiority in the sense of victory that the Lord Jesus Christ would accord to them as appearing to them. 

    Then it is said that He appeared to the five hundred brethren at once and here again there would be the conveyance to their souls of victory, for how should we maintain the truth involved in the term brethren, except as in victory? We should soon drop to the level of current religion around us unless we are in the sense of victory. It was as risen from the dead that the Lord Jesus Christ sent the message to His brethren. He says: Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father, and to my God, and your God, John 20:17. I ascend He says, and how that would elevate their hearts far above this world, and the earth, and even the garden in which Magdalene had met Him. They were to be linked up with Him as ascended into heaven. He came in afterwards  on what particular date I cannot tell  but there were five hundred of them together at the one time  a remarkable occasion  and He appeared to them. Some of them, says the apostle, remained until that day. How those who remained, as moving about among the later converts would convey to those converts the dignity of brethren! The term has been dragged down in our own times to the current religions in the world, brethren being classified among all the religions of town or country; but it was never so intended. The Lords thought was that it should be elevated  that we should remain in obscurity outside the range of mans cognisance. And so, these five hundred, as they moved about among the later converts, would impress upon them the spiritual dignity involved in the term brethren. 

    And then He appeared to James, it says. We have in one instance His appearing to five hundred at once, and then again to one man. He would convey to James the sense of victory. Like some of Davids mighty men of old, he, doubtless, had to confront many at one time, but God would give him the victory. I have no doubt that we should read the history of Davids men in the light of this, for, as the Lord would appear to an individual, He would convey to him that one man could chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight as Samson says: With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men, Judges 15:16. A man who has had an appearing from the Lord is fortified in his soul with a sense of victory. It was not for Himself alone that He won the victory; that victory is to pervade every one of us! We are to be set up here in the sense of it. 

    Then He appeared to all the apostles, as if to suggest to us that, if the authority of the Lord be called to question  as alas, it is  the sense of victory which He conveys to those who represent Him in the world enables them to maintain it. To put it in simple language: He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them he it is that loveth me, John 14: 21. You maintain the will of God in your own path, and, as far as you can, in the meeting in which you are, at all costs. Not one iota of divine authority must be surrendered. His appearing to all the apostles has relation to His authority. They represented Him. His presence would impress them in this connection. They would be reminded of the spirit in which His authority should he maintained Paul said He appeared unto all these; then he adds: And last of all he was seen of me, 1 Corinthians 15:8, as one, we may say, who was intended to be a personal representative of His in this world; one who loved the Lord in a peculiar way. He says: He loved me, and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20. Paul loved the assembly, too, as he says: I will fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his bodys sake, which is the assembly, Colossians 1: 24. How the beloved apostle Paul would be impressed with the victory of Christ as He appeared to him! 

    Well now, having said so much, I turn to the passage in Johns epistle, because it shows you how we come into this. First he says: All that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world 1 John 5:4  nothing else! You may study the Scriptures, and the writings that bear on the Scriptures, and acquire knowledge and ability to speak, but all these suffice not for the victory over the world. It is all that is begotten of God that gets the victory. And then again, he says: This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, even our faith. 1 John 5:4. This is not only faith in your soul; it includes, I think, the system of truth unfolded in the Lord Jesus Christ  the whole of it  our faith. On every hand the truth is being given up and abandoned; who are abandoning it? Those who are not born of God, for those who are born of God get the victory, and they hold the truth. Later on we are told the Spirit is the truth. Christ is the truth  I am the way, the truth, and the life. John 14:6. That is objective. He presents the whole truth of God objectively, but in the epistle the Spirit is the truth, suggesting that the Holy Spirit down here, in the believers, maintains the truth in complete correspondence with Christ in heaven; an immense thought! Can it ever fall to the ground? Never! This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith. 1 John 5:4. It was held in the souls of believers. The truth was never intended to be maintained by catechism or articles of religion. That cannot be called faith. The word suggests that things were held livingly in mens souls, and by the Spirit the truth was held in all its parts, as John wrote. And it was supremely above the world; it brought down the world, as at Ephesus the books were burned. 

    I wish to convey to the young ones here what an immense thing we have, as we lay hold of the truth by the Spirit. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:5. I have already anticipated this: Our faith involves every Christian  the unity of the faith  and wherever it is held in faith  that is, livingly, in a mans soul  there is victory. But then there is the individual thought: Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:5. The word, overcometh here is victory: he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God has it. 

    I commend, dear brethren, the importance of believing that Jesus is the Son of God. John presents Him in his gospel, and Paul preached Him as the Son of God. According to the Scriptures Paul was the first to preach that Jesus was the Son of God; you can understand it, for he had already the appearing. Last of all he appeared to me, 1 Corinthians 15:8, Paul said. God, he says, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, Galatians 1:16. And so the preaching that has come to us Gentiles is that: the preaching of the Son of God. 

    As it is individual here one would raise the question with everyone present  the question the Lord raised with the man that had been blind: Dost thou believe on the Son of God? John 9:35. You see, John contemplates in his gospel that there are believers, and believers. He contemplates that many should come under the head of believers, or disciples, and yet not be believers in the Son of God. Indeed, the man in the 9th chapter of John had already been a believer. He had witnessed for Christ, and, on account of his witness, had been cast out of the synagogue, and yet the Lord raises the question: Dost thou believe on the Son of God? John 9:35. You see there is a point we have to reach experimentally, when we believe on the Son of God. And so the man says to the Lord: Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? John 9:36. The Lord replies: Thou hast both seen him and it is he that talketh with thee, John 9:37, and he says: Lord, I believe. John 9:38. He is already outside the world, cast out; but I doubt that he had yet overcome it. The religious world had taken the initiative, and cast him out, but he would meet the world in other forms later, and he needed preparation for this. So the Lord finds him, and he believes on the Son of God. What does that mean?  another world; the light of the Son of God in another world gives me the victory over the present one. So, I would say to the young ones here, to consider what you have come into as having believed on Christ. It means another world: a world the Son of God has set up, and you have part in it; it is all before you. He says: Me and thee, and He would convey to your soul that it is just Himself and yourself; that is, He links you up with Himself, and you are His for ever. And the world? You disdain it! What has it got for you? Nothing! Paul said the world was crucified unto him, and he unto the world. He says: God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world, Galatians 6:14. 

    Now, I just wanted to point out in the two passages I read in the Old Testament how that the Old Testament confirms, and, indeed, enlarges on the New. It gives us illustrations, and so, in Habakkuk, you have a victor. If you go through his prophecy, you will see, at one time he was very despondent; things were not going well, and he is an example of most of us. We all have our despondent tines, up to a point. I often think that the journey of young Christians is, so to speak, undulating  up and down  and so it was with Habakkuk, until he arrived at the apprehension of what he speaks of: high places. He begins with variable notes, but he ends with a stringed instrument; I think it is the 15th of 1st Corinthians. The choir, I think, is in view of these chapters, beginning with the 10th, and when you come to the great truth of resurrection the strings are tightened up, the flesh is disallowed, and you apprehend the Man out of death; you are in victory. And so Habakkuk says: To the chief musician on my stringed instruments. Habakkuk 3:19. Whatever happened to the vines or to the figs, or to the herds, or to the flocks, affected him not now. His business affairs might go against him, his family affairs, or what not, but now he would rejoice  I will rejoice in the Lord; I will joy in the God of my salvation. Habakkuk 3:18. What is proposed in the gospel is outside of all these material things, and, as apprehended, makes you independent of them. Not that you do not feel things, but you are not dragged down by them; you walk in your high places. You see it is when God gives you the victory, and you are in it consciously, that the high places are yours. The Lord Jesus walked on the high places for forty days before He ascended so that His own might see what victory He had gained. The world saw Him not  it was outside of this world  but His disciples saw Him; He showed Himself unto them alive. He walked on His high places, but now the believer walks on his. He walks independently of adverse circumstances, as in the light of victory, in the light of Christ risen from the dead. God gives you hinds feet; you are above the pressure of this world, and you walk on the high places, and God gets His portion from you. I would that every one of us could use this possessive case, as indicating that we have entered on the high places trodden by the Lord Jesus Christ during those forty days. As the Lord took Peter by the hand, so He would take every one of us, so that we might walk with him on our high places. 

    In Deborah there is an instance of one who has the victory in its bearing on the testimony here, because, after all, that is what God has in view in leaving us down here. He could easily take us to heaven, but His thought is to set us up in complete independence of this world on our high places, so that we might be here in superiority to the world, and to present the gospel, the testimony, to it. It is only as in the good of the thing that I can commend it to others; it is not a system of doctrines or articles; it is a thing I have got. I am walking on my high places, and can impress others that the thing is worth having. 

    Well, now, Deborah judged Israel in those days, and they were dark days. She says: The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I, Deborah, arose, Judges 5: 6,7. But how did she arise? She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah, between Ramah and Beth-el, in Mount Ephraim. Judges 4:5. You see, she had a palm tree  the palm tree of Deborah  it was hers, the token of personal victory. How can I be a judge of any, unless I am personally victorious? How can I influence others aright, unless I am spiritually victorious? Deborah was victorious, as she dwelt under her own palm tree. As the Israelites came to her for judgment, they would be impressed with that well-known symbol of victory. They did not need to carry a bribe with them to obtain her favour, as she needed no bribe; you could not corrupt her, for she was beyond it. She dwelt under her own palm tree, between Ramah and Beth-el. You see, she is in good surroundings, with her own palm tree over her. And so any one of us, who is in these circumstances, can influence the people of God aright. 

    They come up to Deborah for judgment. And so one who is personally victorious is sure to have a place among the people of God. They respect you, and come to you. What an advantage to come to one who is personally victorious What an advantage to the saints to have one who lives near to God, and to whom they can come for advice! It is on this ground that eldership stands. How can one rule in the house of God unless he rules himself and his own house? As he rules himself and his own house, he is sitting under the palm tree of spiritual victory; he is beyond personal considerations, and is thinking of the welfare of the saints  only that  and the saints know it, and they come to him. 

    So they come to Deborah, and she sends for Barak, and says: Hath not Jehovah commanded? Judges 4:6. I only want to say that you see that one who is personally victorious is now concerned about the will of God, It is not a question of my will, or my judgment, although the saints respect it, as they did Deborahs, but her word to Barak was this: Hath not Jehovah commanded? Judges 4:6. Victory in this sense is always marked by respect for the Lords commandments, and that is what an elder would insist on, and what is of most importance to be insisted upon; for, everywhere, men are asserting their own wills, whereas, one that is victorious spiritually considers for God. As the Lord said: He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, John 14: 21. And again: Hereby know we that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments, 1 John 5: 2. The truly victorious person insists on the Lords commandments. 

    Well, dear brethren, that is what I had on my mind tonight, and I hope the Lord will bring the thought home to each of us. He intends that we should each be in victory, as otherwise we shall not be available in the testimony. 

    I believe He is giving victory; I believe that God is graciously giving victory to the assembly, maybe in a small way outwardly, but, nevertheless, really, as in the case of Samson. There was not very much to honour Samson in his death, but he slew more in his death than in his life. He had his greatest victory in the end; what was the secret of it? His hair had begun to grow; it had been shaven, but now there was evidence of life  thus the victory at the end. 

  
    ADDITIONS TO THE SERVICE OF GOD (JT 43)

    1 Chronicles 22:1 - 19; Isaiah 38:9 - 20; Jonah 2:1 - 10; Habakkuk 3:17 - 19

    JTI had in mind that, with the Lords help, we might see in these scriptures how Davids thought of addition is worked out, that is, with ourselves, how addition, particularly in the service of God, comes about. Rachel at a much earlier date had the thought of addition, Josephs name signifying that. He was the eleventh son of Jacob and another son was needed, and Rachel expected the addition; and so, although we may come into great wealth, more is needed and particularly in the way of service. So whilst David had supplied great abundance for the house, according to our first scripture, he said to Solomon, Thou shalt add to it. Many other instances might be cited to show how the service of God was added to, particularly under Solomon and Hezekiah, but these three will suffice, first in Hezekiah, then in Jonah, and finally in Habakkuk. 

    In each case it is through discipline, particularly in Hezekiah and Jonah, the power of composition not acquired by mere mentality, but through discipline, bringing people by the discipline of God to test and experience something of death. One principle of the present dispensation is death working out in this way. In Hezekiah we have a composition which adds to the service of God; he says, The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day; and then, advancing to a higher note, We will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah. Jonah looks towards Gods holy temple, and Habakkuk hands in his composition to the chief Musician. In all this we see how additions are made in our time, these scriptures being written for our learning. 

    WLYou mean additions to the house of God? 

    JTChiefly to the service of God; that in the consciousness of our own souls, we may contribute as in assembly. 

    QuesDoes the matter of subjection to the Father of spirits, and live (Hebrews 12:9) enter into this? 

    JTVery much so, for the discipline is all under the Father of spirits. Discipline has our inward beings in mind, not merely external functioning, but inward state; that we should be partakers of Gods holiness. No believer is exempted by the Father of spirits, and we are all called upon to endure so that God may conduct Himself toward us as toward sons, and that we may be partakers of His holiness. 

    QuesSo discipline would be with a view to the formation of the work of God in the soul? 

    JTYes, and especially so in view of His service. We are brought into wealth: Solomon was brought into great wealth supplied by his father. We come into great wealth, but we are to add. Contributions in the power of the Spirit are in mind. The principle of addition must mark our services or we shall become stagnant. 

    WLWhat is the particular addition in Isaiah 38? 

    JTI think it is life. The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth (verse 19). I think that is the peculiar touch you get from him as experiencing death, as you might say, in his spirit. He did not enter into the article of death, but he felt it in his spirit, and as coming up in the power of life he contributed after this example. 

    RemThe addition at Philippi was not from mental activity, but from chastened spirits. 

    JTYes. What we are now speaking of is exemplified in the prison, in which Paul and Silas were greatly afflicted. They would take it as discipline and also as sharing in the sufferings of Christ, but in prayer they sang praises to God. The work at Philippi was marked by prayer, and it is seen in the sufferers in the prison leading to praise. In prayer they sang praises, and the prisoners were listening. It is the sort of thing we are to look for, as giving character to evangelical testimony. They went to Lydia after they were released from prison. They had been in her house before, now they went there after they had suffered; there was some little touch in that. What happens after, or while, we suffer has a peculiar effect. The Lord presented Himself living after he had suffered. 

    JHTAs left here are we responsible to bring in addition to the service of God? God says to Hezekiah, I will add to thy days fifteen years (Isaiah 38:5). 

    JTThat would not mean that he would simply live that length of time, it would be in view of some result. 

    WLIt was after he had been sick and had recovered that he wrote what we have read. 

    JTQuite so. That is in keeping with what we have said as to whether one is gaining by discipline  what we do after. 

    QuesWould that come under the heading of the peaceable fruits of righteousness? Hezekiah says, By these things men live. He had got the gain of the discipline. 

    JTYes. Not only contributing to the house of God, but furnishing instruction to all of us who are in discipline. Of which all have been made partakers (Hebrews 12:8) is an important word. It is to the end that we should gain, that after the discipline it should appear we are more spiritual than before, and thus can add. 

    QuesDoes Jacob furnish a good example of what you have been suggesting, as to how one gets the gain of discipline? He reached the house of God, and at the end he worshipped, leaning on the top of his staff. 

    JTQuite so. Of the three patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and himself, Jacob specially represents the results of discipline. 

    QuesAnd David dancing before the ark? 

    JTYes; more particularly in 1 Chronicles 21 - 1 Chronicles 29. The greatest results in the Old Testament for the house of God, accruing immediately from discipline, are seen in him. Hezekiah gives his experience as under the discipline, and his writing is a contribution to the house of God. Habakkuk also tells of his experience in discipline, and the chapter from which we read is a contribution to the service of God. It is a poetical composition and it begins on an instrument which would denote a certain experience of depression. At our beginnings it is usually so, we are not clear as to why things are so severe. Hezekiah says, I have cut off like a weaver my life; he separateth me from the thrum:  from day to night thou wilt make an end of me. It is usual that we do not see things clearly at the outset of Gods disciplinary dealings with us. He says, As a lion, so doth he break all my bones. From day to night thou wilt make an end of me. Then he tells us, Like a swallow or a crane, so did I chatter; I mourned as a dove; mine eyes failed with looking upward: Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me. He has come now to the point of blessing  he asks God to act for him. This composition is after he is recovered, so that he sees all things clearly. The end is reached. Hence the definiteness and upward trend in the composition. In going over the history, he touches the points that specially affected him and by which he was formed. He says, By these things men live  that is the teaching of the experience. 

    QuesWould our compositions be very much clearer and sweeter if an affliction was rightly gone through with God? 

    JTI think that is the point. Hezekiahs contribution is after he had been sick and had recovered. He goes over the ground so that others can read and gain by it. 

    RemNot be discouraged by it. Job reached the end. 

    JTYes  the end of the Lord (James 5:11). The book of Job is, of course, the expansion of all this; the end of the Lord (James 5:11) is in view from the outset. 

    JHTYou get an example of adding in Acts 11:24  A large crowd ... were added to the Lord; and then Barnabas went away to Tarsus to seek out Saul (Acts 11:25). In chapter 13 we read that there were in the assembly prophets and teachers ministering to the Lord and fasting (Acts 13:2). 

    JTExactly. You see how Barnabas unjealous action led up to a great result in Antioch; a contribution to the service of God. What constitutes this incident one of peculiar importance is that Antioch was the starting-off point in the gentile field, the assembly in all its rich significance in the service of God being in view. Ministering to the Lord and fasting (Acts 13:2) was a striking forecast of the great addition, in which, as completed, there will be glory to God unto all generations of the age of ages. 

    Both Barnabas and Paul came in in a remarkable way on the line of addition. The dispensation begins with the suggestion: there were three thousand added, and then we are told what characterised them, that they were in keeping with what they were added to. Then it is said that the Lord Himself added, as if the whole company numbering about three thousand were such as He could add to, that is those that were to be saved (Acts 2:47). And we get in Acts 5 that in spite of severe discipline in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, believers, multitudes of men and women, were added. This shows that discipline, being essential to assembly order and holiness, must not be regarded as preventing growth, but promoting addition such as God can own. 

    JHTWhat had you in mind as to Genesis 30, when you said another son is necessary; was it to make up the number twelve? 

    JTYes; the number twelve was essential to the divine plan, that is, the means of love operating. I think that numeral in Scripture refers to what is easily manipulated. As under Gods hand. He can manipulate us for Himself; and in the service of God, it is essential that the chief Musician should have us under His hand. 

    QuesHave we in Joseph an example how the number twelve is easily manipulated: his brethren sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth (Genesis 43)? 

    JTYes, but when we come to what is ministerial in Exodus, we have a different arrangement. The tribes are set in precious stones on the high priests breastplate, but evidently according to the sovereignty of love; according to their names, it is said. This would be the distinction of each in the testimony. Judgment would indicate that the arrangement of the names represents the mind of God as to all, and this would correspond with the ordering of the camp in Numbers. 

    QuesIs Solomons addition suggestive of what comes, apart from affliction? 

    JTThe thought is principally sonship. Apart from that you cannot have addition, in the sense in which we are speaking of it, according to God. Let my son go, that he may serve me(Exodus 4:23). That is the divine thought, and Solomon represents it, so that it is sonship. But then what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? So that Solomon would partake of discipline. Sonship implies that we are consciously in the position, happy and free in it. Solomon is the counterpart of David; they sat on the throne together at the beginning, according to 1 Chronicles 23, and under both we have the opening up of the service of the Levites and priests in courses so as to get the very best out of them. That is what the Lord is aiming at now, to bring us all under His own influence in sonship and in relation to one another in love and holiness. 

    RemIn the opening of 2 Corinthians we have a note that had its spring in affliction. 

    JTYes. The whole epistle of 2 Corinthians may be viewed from that standpoint, it is the energy of life working through death. Sweet odour for God is furnished too: For we are a sweet odour of Christ to God in the saved and in those that perish: to the one an odour from death unto death, but to the others an odour from life unto life (2 Corinthians 2:15,16). We see in the epistle the principle Hezekiah sets out; it is life through death  The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day; and from that he goes on to the higher altitude spiritually: we will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah. I suppose he intended to spend the fifteen years in that way, but he did not, as the records show. 

    QuesDoes his history show the pains God takes with every instrument individually with a view to the service of praise collectively? 

    JTYes. He says we will play upon my stringed instruments, as if he were furnishing the instruments and others joined in. Not only had he gained, but others were gaining from his experience. 

    QuesWe who live are always delivered unto death (2 Corinthians 4:11): is that the maintenance of this living condition? 

    JTYes. We who live, that is God taking an account of us thus and putting us through circumstances that help. 

    JHTIn 2 Kings 20, going to the house of Jehovah the third day is stressed. Is it one having faced the article of death? 

    JTJust so. Kings and Chronicles do not give the contribution. I think it is a tribute to Isaiahs part in the service of God that he gives us this. The whole book of Isaiah is full of poetic feeling; we can understand what a man he was from this point of view; adding to what was there, not simply content with what had been. No godly Israelite would read Isaiah without being greatly stimulated. One could point out several songs; more even than appear on the surface, and characteristically he adds this beautiful contribution by king Hezekiah. Men of this kind are very important among the saints of God, men who add things and make them available for all. We, Hezekiah says, meaning others besides himself. As spiritual, we cease to think unduly of ourselves individually and merge with the brethren; and whatever I have is also for others. 

    RemDraw me; we will run after thee!(Song of Songs 1:4) 

    JHTIs it right to say in a general way that Hezekiahs contribution is a psalm, and Jonahs in the nature of a spiritual song, and Habakkuks a hymn? 

    JTThe idea of experience enters into all of them, of course. I should think a hymn is the product of restfulness, that is, those who know how to keep their sabbaths. Habakkuk seems to come near to that. He is perfectly restful in the God of his salvation. He says, Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, though discipline may not be removed from him. Hezekiah was out of the difficulty, the sickness was removed. Habakkuk says, Though the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ... yet I will rejoice (chapter 3:17,18). That is an indication of being in power. The discipline may be there, but he is above it, and he gets on to the highest thought to hand it over to the chief Musician. He is definitely and formatively contributing to the service. Hezekiah is out of suffering and so is Jonah. Jehovah commanded the fish and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. I should think that as writing he had passed through all the experiences that are spoken of, for the book is one. It is one book, and he has gained not only from the extraordinary experiences of chapters 1 and 2, but also what is mentioned in chapter 4. In the latter he tells us of his folly, that he did well to be angry, and then he allows God to have the last ward. The book is evidently the production of a man marked by disobedience, but who through discipline submitted to the will of God. 

    QuesWhat are the thoughts conveyed in the temple and the chief Musician? 

    JTThe temple is important in Jonahs composition: When my soul fainted within me, I remembered Jehovah; and my prayer came in unto thee, into thy holy temple. The element of holiness is there, which is a good addition to Hezekiah. Hezekiah says, the house of Jehovah. Jonah says, thy holy temple. These are thoughts that run together. 

    In Acts, Antioch is of special interest and importance, because we get there a collective product  they were ministering to the Lord and fasting (Acts 13:2). It is the beginning of the service amongst the gentiles. Much is made of the teaching of Barnabas and Saul: for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd (Acts 11:26), so we get an excellent start there and addition follows, particularly in Acts 16, where Paul and Silas were in prison and in praying were praising God with singing. Here we get prayer culminating in praise in Hezekiah, Jonah, and Habakkuk, whether in the house, the temple, or to the chief Musician. 

    RemThe overcomer in Philadelphia is to be made a pillar in the temple. 

    JTThat is a suggestion directly for ourselves because Philadelphia includes the present time. What He promises to the overcomer in any assembly alludes to what the overcomer in that assembly would understand and value, and I think the Lord assumes that the temple of God is understood in Philadelphia. 

    QuesWould Habakkuks rejoicing spirit be the spirit of an overcomer, in the midst of failure? 

    JTIn a very striking way. Indeed we may say all three are overcomers  Hezekiah, Jonah, and Habakkuk. It is the overcomer really that contributes. 

    QuesIs such suggested in the stringed instruments? 

    JTI think that is an allusion to spiritual skilfulness; whereas a wind instrument would denote life. 

    Hezekiah and Habakkuk reach the stringed instruments; Jonah does not. Stringed instruments imply spiritual intelligence, as I said. I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding (1 Corinthians 14:15). The Father of spirits had been dealing with Hezekiah and Habakkuk. God deals with us in regard of our service to Him. The Spirit is my link with God. 

    RemIt is encouraging that God should take up such an one as Jonah; unlikely material, yet he is brought through discipline to this result. 

    JTDo you not think that is the way God takes? Think of working out such glorious results in a family like Jacobs  a most difficult family. Here is a man who had light and yet is sent to preach and did not go. He says he fled to Tarshish because he knew Jehovah was gracious. He was considering his reputation, as if this would be impaired if God did not judge Nineveh. He was angry because He spared the city. But God spared it on the grounds of repentance. Jonah ignored this and boldly said to Jehovah that he did well to be angry; truly a hard man! But in Gods school he comes round and contributes to His service of praise. In writing the book, finishing it with Gods unanswerable vindication of Himself, Jonah justifies Him. God intends us as coming into the fellowship to be contributory to it. In Acts 2 all were contributory, first they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, then in breaking of bread and prayers; and what follows shows they were contributing, everyone as in a community, adding to the community; and then the Lord added to that. 

    QuesDo we find Peter and John adding in Acts 3? 

    JTYes. They stand out from the surrounding state of things, saying to the lame man, Look on us. Peter took hold of the man by his right hand; he did his best for him, and the result was contribution: he walked and leaped and praised God. He was equal to what he was added to. 

  
    HE WILL MAKE ME TO WALK UPON MY HIGH PLACES (JT 72)

    Habakkuk 3:17 - 19

    I have been much impressed of late with the volume of poetical material found in the Scriptures. I do not refer to the book of Psalms, although, of course, that also has to be included, but I refer rather to the poetry found throughout the Scriptures other than in the book of Psalms. I have ventured to read from Habakkuk who is one of the poetic prophets. Some of us are enquiring into poetry and music as relating to the service of the Holy Spirit and considerable results have been achieved, So I am encouraged to consider the subject of poetic ministry at this time and the prophet Habakkuk serves for this purpose. You will notice that I have read from the third chapter which commences: A Prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth Habakkuk 3:1. The word signifies elegy, I understand, a sober production occasioned by difficult circumstances. It is a prayer by the prophet Habakkuk upon Shigionoth which appears also in the Psalms as a title for poetry. The very fact that it is a prayer would indicate clearly that the prophet was under pressure. 

    We are not under pressure just now; we have been having a happy time together looking into the Scriptures. The brethren have been very free and happy and I do not wish to interfere with this happy condition, especially as to the young ones here, but desire that they may be encouraged to go forward and in no way feel doleful. We are apt to feel discouraged at times but we should encourage one another, and so much the more as we see the day approaching. The day, of course, refers to the coming of the Lord, His public coming, and I believe we can see that it is approaching. I am impressed with what is currently abroad amongst men indicating that the day of the Lord is near. The Lord says, Behold, I come quickly Revelation 22:12. It is nearly two thousand years since those words were uttered. The day has not yet come, but divine rights bearing on these are active, and the rights of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit cannot be questioned. Even if there is delay it must be right. The fact is that God is not willing that any should perish. There is good reason for delay and we do not question it. Some of us would not have been saved if there had not been delay. Therefore one is greatly impressed with the wonderful consideration of God. God is waiting for persons to be saved; He is not willing that any should be lost. There are persons that are lost, alas, but God is not willing that any should be lost but that all should come to repentance. 

    Now I wish to proceed with my word as to this remarkable prophet, Habakkuk, and to call attention to the fact that he was not discouraged; whatever happened he was not discouraged. We should all be on that line for it is not the time for discouragement but for encouragement. God is the God of all encouragement. Wonderful fact! All encouragement! And so the prophet was not discouraged. He wrote in the character of an elegy, a mode which God is pleased to use in His service, and he said: 

    Jehovah, I heard the report of thee, and I feared. 
Jehovah, revive thy work in the midst of the years, 
In the midst of the years make it known: 
In wrath remember mercy! Habakkuk 3:2,3. 
 

    That is how the prophet approaches this great subject. And in order to get to his point we will refer to verse 17: 

    For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, 
Neither shall fruit be in the vines; 
The labour of the olive-tree shall fail, 
And the fields shall yield no food … Habakkuk 3:17. 
 

    It is a very dismal situation, an indication of very bad times. One has seen financially bad times in this country, but there are none now, thank God, for we might say that conditions are prosperous from a business point of view. But then the prophet says that although there may be these conditions, although they may happen, he will rejoice though The flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
And there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, 
And he maketh my feet like hinds feet, 
And he will make me to walk upon my high places. Habakkuk 3:17 - 19. 
 

    I have read the scripture over again that we may get a full view of it so as to hold it in our souls and be encouraged, and leave these meetings with encouragement. That is the intent in this word. It is a time of encouragement and the brethren should be encouraged. 

    The prophet refers first to famine conditions: the fig-tree not blossoming, no fruit in the vines, the olive failing, the fields yielding no food, and the herds being cut off. The fig refers to sweetness; the vines to what strengthens the heart of God and man; the olive yields oil, and the flock yields meat. But these things are lacking. Famine exists. That is the situation in this chapter. 

    Now I am not going to speak very long; this is but a short word, but I trust that it will be profitable and will send us away encouraged, for, as I said, God is the God of all encouragement. And so, as we go over these items we observe that the prophet speaks of the fig-tree, the vines, the olive tree, the fields and the cattle. All of these items speak for themselves, so that I need not comment at length, but I want to come to the final result in the closing lines of the passage. It says, in Habakkuk 3:19 He maketh my feet like hinds feet. That is a remarkable word, that one may possess great agility. We read elsewhere of a hind let loose. It is a feminine word, a word that involves agility, and the prophet is ready to speak about this, saying, He maketh my feet like hinds feet. God is doing that; He is doing it; it is not that He has done it, but He is doing it, so that we are not to be discouraged. The conditions in the earlier verses might discourage but he is cheerful in spite of discouraging conditions, and he says, Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength Habakkuk 3:19. Two words are used to make up that divine title. They are much the same, but the title Lord has one meaning and Jehovah another; yet they are combined in the mind of the prophet and he says, Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, and he maketh my feet like hinds feet Habakkuk 3:19. 

    I want the dear brethren to go away with the sense of deriving strength from Jehovah, the Lord. The title Lord alludes to His authority. It is a very important thing that young people be subject to authority and find strength in Jehovah, the Lord. He makes our feet like hinds feet and makes us to walk upon our high places. It is this that I have on my heart, dear brethren, and I want you all to apprehend that you have hinds feet; there are such things as hinds feet, and that it is a question of the Spirit, for the Spirit of God indwells us and affords us the agility and power for doing great things and doing them quickly and well, without discouragement. And further, He will make me to walk upon my high places Habakkuk 3:19. Note that it is my high places. God is in heaven and we are on earth, but we are called to heavenly places, and this thought is to bring about something with us, something of our own, for the prophet says my feet and my high places. It means that we are to appropriate the Spirit of God and use the Spirit of God, and have a sense of being supported by Him and enabled to proceed to heavenly ground. It is ground that belongs to us on the first day of the week, it is heavenly ground. The assembly is the place for the service of God, and it is to be on high places. We begin relatively low, for we begin at the Lords supper, but we proceed higher and higher. That is the principle of the service of God  higher and higher yet. So that this passage is adapted to what I am speaking about for we are to have our feet on high places, walking on them. The prophet had power to walk on them, and to walk on them steadily and quickly. And so God got something out of it, for the passage concludes: To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments Habakkuk 3:19. The Spirit of God is in it and giving strength to advance on to higher and heavenly ground. 

    And so I commit all this to the dear brethren, especially the young ones here, that we may learn to acquire these feelings and these experiences through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, and that we may proceed together in holy unity on our high places. And he will make me to walk on my high places Habakkuk 3:19. These are high places which we have already experienced, and may have known for years, to some extent, so that we can claim them as our own. I would urge it upon all here to enter upon them and become accustomed to them and call them our own, so that when the time comes for the service of God we are ready for it, and whatever the outward circumstances may be, to enter upon our high places and rejoice in Jehovah and joy in the God of our salvation. 

  
    DISCIPLINE CONTRIBUTING TO THE SERVICE OF GOD (JT 85)

    Jonah 2:1 - 10; Habakkuk 3:17 - 19; Malachi 3:16

    JTThe thought came to my mind this morning, and I wish to bring it before the brethren, that the service of God is cumulative; it is not a fixed thing like the service of the Establishment. The Spirit of God continues with us, and there are contributions right to the end, and particularly through discipline. These two chapters in Jonah and Habakkuk are said to be prayers and they culminate in contributions to the service of God, the service of song. They are just samples of what may be found elsewhere in the whole prophetic line, indeed in the historical side too, after David. The thought is brought forward so that we might see how we may contribute and have part in the service in that sense, and that discipline is to be regarded thus. These two chapters are doleful at the outset, but culminate in definite contributions: Jonah says, I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of Jehovah; and Habakkuk says, Whatever happens, however severe the discipline, the government of God, may be: Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ... yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. And then he formally hands it over, as it were, To the chief singer or Musician on my stringed instruments, that is, he had reached that elevation spiritually. And Malachi brings in the thought of sonship without the actual contribution; he suggests there would be those who feared Jehovah and who were pleasing to God, and God says, I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

    Referring back to Exodus 4, where the subject began, Jehovah said to Pharaoh that His son should serve Him. 

    HPWI could not help thinking this morning of a remark J.N.D. made as to angels, that they are never said to sing and that the heart of man is tuned. Is this the way our hearts are tuned as we come into the school of God by discipline? 

    JTThat is the way it stands here. Habakkuks book refers to discipline; he had come to recognise this discipline and the last chapter is said to be upon Shigionoth, the musical instruments, whatever it may mean, but it ends on Neginoth, stringed instruments, as if there is a steady progress. The first part doubtless alludes to what is oppressive and the heart is varied in its expressions, as it is with most of us; as we are in the making our notes are varied, perhaps doleful, but we gradually merge to a higher plane where there is complete deliverance and we breathe another atmosphere. Then, whatever God may allow in His discipline and government, we are unmoved. He says, I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength  a great point to reach, and it is where we are qualified to enter on assembly service when we are thus delivered. 

    PLDoes the dry land referred to in Jonah 2:10 link up with our own territory in that way, as if the spirit of song qualified him to occupy it now? 

    JTThe dry land would be sure footing. What variable exercises he had in the fishs belly. Of course, we may treat his position in the great fish as symbolical of the Lord to a point, but we are speaking of it now from the standpoint of his own experience, and what it resulted in, sure ground; reaching the assembly we are on sure ground; we know where we are. 

    HPWAs with Habakkuk, who really claims the ground as his  my salvation, my strength, my feet, walking upon mine high places  it is what he had made his own. 

    JTThere no stranger-God ..., (76:10) quite so; it is our own territory. 

    BIs this on the line of all things working together for good? 

    JTIt is so, because he was self-willed, showing how God can work out His way in spite of our wills. It was not a casual fish, but a prepared one; all the discipline and the formation of Gods people are not casual or accidental, they are all in purpose; everything is in the mind of God and ordered accordingly. In the discipline of God, although our feelings may be varied and perhaps rebellious at times, yet if a right thought is implanted in our minds and we pursue that, God brings us back to it. Jonah was thinking of holiness: he speaks of Gods holy temple. It is very different from the journey in the boat where there was self-will, getting away from the will of God too. Jonah went down to Joppa, he went down into the sides of the ship  it is all going down, and what is there in it? Sorrowful feelings! But now he is carried back in another vessel, a living vessel, and the idea of life is there, so that he is thinking of God, his mind is in the right direction, prayer, Thy holy temple, and finally he reaches the point himself. 

    FWOIs there a suggestion in the first part of his experience, in the fishs belly, of another kind of going down? 

    JTIt is in a divinely provided vessel, a living creature. The living creatures are characteristically in sympathy with God; we get them in Revelation and in Ezekiel. 

    HPWIs it really that God brings the great question of death right home to our souls, and is that the only way in which our wills are really broken? 

    JTThat seems to be the thought in this chapter, going down in that sense but in a living vessel. 

    FWOWill you open up that thought a little? 

    JTWell, it is different from the ship in which he went to Joppa that men had made, where he had to pay his fare; he is now in the midst of life but still death is felt. The fish goes all the way; it is a divinely prepared vessel. 

    HPWI suppose, if it were actual death and there were no outlook beyond, he would never have been able to speak like this, but it is really in the sense, as pointed out, that he had an outlook toward the temple, the result of having an outlook beyond death. 

    JTYes, it must be discipline, for he is a real child of God, as we say, and capable of going through all this in the divinely appointed vessel. 

    HPWHave you in mind that, if the Lords hand comes upon us in discipline, it is our salvation to see that it is the Lords hand and not merely circumstances, so that it gives us an outlook on life, instead of just death? 

    JTQuite so. He was three days and three nights there  it was a measure of time. It is Jehovahs matter; that is the great thing to grasp, you are in His hands, and it is what He has prepared. 

    FIs that why he says, I will look ... toward thy holy temple? 

    JTWell, he has confidence in God. God knows how much we can stand and everything is measured with Him. So Jonah, it says, prayed unto Jehovah his God  it is his God, a very beautiful thought! He said, I cried by reason of my distress unto Jehovah, and he answered me; Out of the belly of Sheol cried I: thou heardest my voice. For thou didst cast me into the depth, into the heart of the seas. He is having to do with God; it is Gods matter; all is under Gods hand on a measured principle, and he said, I am cast out from before thine eyes, yet will I look again toward thy holy temple. The waters encompassed me, to the soul. It is a real thing; it is tasting the waters. 

    HPWAnd then the comfort of the thought that, Thou heardest my voice. It would be awful to cry and not be heard; the Lord had to know that for us, but we cry and would have the sense that we are heard. 

    JTQuite so. He tells us all; no doubt the germ of it was while he was in the fishs belly, but it is a production afterwards, and therefore it was a fixed contribution. That is, I suppose, how our hymnbook was built up, but these prophetic productions are of the same order and remind us that the service of God is largely a question of singing; that is, the outcome of feelings in appointed channels in a living way. 

    GChapter 1:16 says, The men feared Jehovah exceedingly, then the result would be seen in Jonah. 

    JTWell, they got something out of it. It is in Jonah that the full results are seen. He says, I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; then, I remembered Jehovah; and my prayer came in unto thee, into thy holy temple  the order is perfect. 

    SDoes discipline stand specially in relation to service? 

    JTI think so. It is all in view of God, what He is working out for Himself. Of him, and through him, and for him are all things: to whom be glory for ever (Romans 11:36). We must come to see that. No doubt Jonah would spend some time over this, but he had the germ of it in his soul  Jehovah his God  he had that much before him. And the principle of holiness being worked out is so important in discipline, that I have God before me, and God knows how much I can stand, and it is all on the principle of measure, but He works out the element of holiness  in His holy temple, it is a very beautiful expression I think  Jehovah his God. 

    QuesHow does chapter 4 come in in connection with this? 

    JTI suppose the best testimony we have that Jonah really profited by these things is that he wrote the book. He must have hung his head with shame when he had to write the fourth chapter after the second chapter. Why should I go back on what I have already learnt and complain about God? 

    PLHow he should have taught them to sing in the fourth chapter! They are distressed and put on sackcloth, what a servant he might have been as a prophet! He had brought them into distress, should he not have led them in resulting song! 

    JTYes; you are including the third chapter? 

    PLYes. Is the servants work done that just leaves the soul in distress?  rightly so, maybe  but he did not bring Nineveh to the full thought of God for it in the gospel, perhaps like many an evangelist who does not bring souls on to this dry ground. 

    JTHe certainly did not follow up his teaching. His preaching was of judgment  Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown  the preaching of judgment brought about repentance. Had he gone on with this second chapter, what a change there would have been. 

    PLYes. I was thinking of the evangelists at Philippi; they went on to this in the prison and the prisoners no doubt would have been brought into it. So Paul says to the Philippians, Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice (Philippians 4:4). 

    JTWhat a contribution that singing in the prison was; they prayed and sang praises to God in the prison. What an impression it would make  what a God these men must have! So I suppose this second chapter is the full spiritual result possible after the experience at Nineveh. How patiently God waited on Jonah, preparing a gourd and preparing a worm, and then how God thought of the people in the city; all that should, and doubtless did, affect him, and enter into the book he wrote. 

    HPWYes, he was a very fine evangelist, for when he finishes up in chapter 3, he goes completely out of sight. He exposes his own hardness of heart, but just leaves the matter with a beautiful expression of God, as much as to say, Now, that is really my God. 

    FWOSo that he really learnt another kind of going down. 

    JTQuite so. 

    HPWIs not that what one would like to do in preaching the gospel, to go out of sight, but leave the soul with an impression of God he would never forget? 

    JTQuite so, and God takes up what He can. In the book of Job, He took up Elihus words. This book is a contribution, not only to the service of God, but to the prophetic ministry too, and, certainly, leaving us with God is a great matter. It is only a contribution, none of these books is a finished matter; no minister assumes that the thing he is presenting is a finished thing, he just leaves it open and other things can follow. How many evangelists have been helped by this book? The devil has attacked it and Genesis more than any other books. It is a most valuable contribution to the service of God. 

    WDoes Jacob arrive at this at Bethel? 

    JTWell, he got to sure ground. He was told to go there; that is another thing, the commandment or the ordering of God comes into the Lords supper, and that is a principle, I think, of the house. Jacob was directed to go there, and his name was changed, but he goes further than that, he goes to Hebron, that is dry ground, that is Christ in resurrection; it is like Colossians. On the way he lost Rachel, another pull on his affections, another discipline. The house is not final, it is a provisional thing; it is resurrection and heaven that is the thing for us; the dry land is there. 

    PLWould reaching God in this way enable us to clothe men with redemption thoughts? J.N.D. has a marginal reading of verse 3 of chapter 3, as to Nineveh, saying that the word great city is literally great to God. I was thinking of the deep feelings. 

    JTQuite so. It could only have been great to God in the sense of what was there, the king and those who humbled themselves; it never was greater in its history than at this moment. 

    PLIt was all that was left of it. 

    JTQuite so. We have another book to tell us of the burial of this great city, but now it is great to God in view of Jonahs preaching and what it effected. 

    RemIn two other places it is called the great city. 

    JTYes. It is very like the world in reconciliation; it is great to God because of what is there potentially. It will soon become so odious to Him that He will bury it, but, for the moment, it is the gospel region and God is intensely interested in it in that respect. 

    PLSo it stands in the light of the Lords three days journey which Jonah prefigures here. 

    JTWe might also link it up with the thought of the peculiar treasure in the world. It is a great thing to see, and it ought to be in our minds in preaching, that it is not a judged world we are preaching to. Go into all the world  that is a moral thought  and preach the glad tidings to all the creation  the latter thought is that there is a link with God in all the creation. That is the attitude of our minds in preaching. Paul says, In him we live and move and exist (Acts 17:28); that is a world that is in favour provisionally. Jonah did not like the thought of forgiveness, he preached judgment; but God had more in His mind, and chapter 4 is to bring out that Jonah learnt that too  but before that he was not sympathetic with God as to grace. 

    PLIs it because you have to go out of sight to bring God in on this line that makes Jonah wrathful? The last verse of chapter 3 shows the way that God deals with souls in His grace  is that probably what Jonah resisted? You are lost in the magnificence of the message you render and God fills the vision of the soul. If a soul is blessed it is God who does it, the preacher is nothing in a certain sense. May that not have been, alas, a source of irritation? 

    JTApparently it was here. It says, And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil that he had said he would do unto them, and he did it not  that was grace  but it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. Afterwards Jonah learnt the lesson; he made no attempt, after God had finished speaking, to justify his point of view; that means, he had accepted Gods point of view. 

    PLI thought the contrast was, Jesus Christ might display the whole long-suffering, for a delineation of those about to believe on him to life eternal (1 Timothy 1:16). So the lifting up of hands is not in wrath, but in the dignity and grace of the dispensation. I was thinking of your reference to glory yesterday in this connection, the servants glory being to bring God in as supreme, so it is a savour of life unto life, as we were saying. In Jonah there was life, but Jonahs state was not in agreement with that, there was no savour there. 

    JTYes, Jonah would have had to hang his head and say, How unlike God I was; but when we come to the New Testament and read the epistles of Paul, 

    particularly those to the Corinthians, we see how the glory shone in him  life unto life. 

    HPWJonah, in a sense, would say, I am not worth speaking about; I will just leave you with my God; like John the baptist, he was a voice of one crying in the wilderness  as if he wanted God to come straight out to the repentant soul. 

    JTQuite so. They sent to Jerusalem to make much of him, but, No, he says, I am not fit to unloose His sandals. 

    HPWA remarkable thing that a man should be allowed to make a straight path for God!  Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight his paths (Matthew 3:3). 

    JTThe contribution of Habakkuk is, of course, on higher ground. In the main, Jonahs is an evangelical contribution, but Habakkuk refers more directly to the service of God, for he brings in intelligent contribution. Since the Reformation there has been a remarkable opening up of things evangelically but now we have a subsequent note, the chief Musician is brought in. Jonah does not use any instruments; Habakkuk does, and he tells us what they were. The first would point to elegy, something doleful, but it culminates in firm ground, and what he calls his high places, and God supports him there. I think we have reached a little of that. 

    HPWAs found in separation with the Lord Jesus; He is the chief Musician, is He not? 

    JTI think the revival of the truth implies that Christ is everything and in all, that is, the fresh new man, in Colossians, is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. But Christ is everything in his affections, and in all; there is no room for anybody else in that phase of the new man. I think that enters into what we are saying as to the chief Musician, the whole matter is in His hands. How blessed to reach that in our assembly service; 

    the matter is in the Lords hands, He is the Minister of the sanctuary. That is what developed in the later revival of the truth. 

    PLSo the doxology in Romans would attach rather more to the Jonah setting, while the postscript, alluding to the mystery and what is taken up in Colossians, would attach to Habakkuk. 

    JTQuite so. And then Ephesians is the completion  Glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus. The preposition there is a preposition of power, that is, it is in Christ Jesus. The matter is sure now, he looks at everything in Christ Jesus  To him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages (Ephesians 3:21). 

    HPWThe writer in Habakkuk is brought into the joy of the Lord in his own soul as adjusted through the discipline and then he is conscious that he is a contributor; then he acknowledges the chief Musician, but he still says, on my stringed instruments, but under the direction of the chief Musician. Is that it? 

    JTYes, and I think the stringed instruments allude to the heavenly side. I do not think there are wind instruments used in heaven, no variable notes, but stringed instruments, involving intelligence. A wind instrument involves life, but a stringed instrument involves intelligence: the fingers are used, pointing to intelligence and skill in music. 

    BWere the latter what David had when he came before Saul? 

    JTYes. Heaven is marked by supreme intelligence; a harp is the only kind of instrument mentioned as being used there. I suppose it is that kind of instrument that affords the working out of skill in music; that is what the Lord is helping us on in the assembly, I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also (1 Corinthians 14:15). 

    HPWI suppose a stringed instrument is one that constantly needs to be kept in tune, unlike a wind instrument. 

    JTI do not know much about it, but I can see the manipulation of the strings must require skill to give the right harmony in touch; they naturally weaken in their use. 

    HPWI was only thinking of our own state of soul, how constantly we need to be kept in touch with the chief Musician, otherwise the note seems to lose its tone. 

    JTYes, we must come under Him now. I believe the Lord is greatly helping us on those lines, to get the minds of the saints right and their affections, as to what is proper to the assembly. 

    As regards Malachi, the Spirit of God through him maintains the link. Of course, the subject might be carried right through from David to Malachi. 

    PLWe hanged our harps upon the willows (Psalm 137:2). There is sensitiveness there; they would not use their harps in Babylon; they preserved them in confidence that they would come into use as the fruit of the great revival. 

    JTThat is the idea, I think. They would not sing the songs of Zion in a strange land. The Songs of Degrees would be that they are on the way back where they belong. 

    PLIt would be more a rallying of the saints in a military setting when they go back and build. It says the instruments of David were taken up when the choirs began to move in Nehemiah; would that be an upward movement as they come into something choice? 

    JTQuite so. The Spirit seems to keep a link in Malachi; although it is less exuberant, yet it is there. Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed it, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare. Now, what does that prepare mean? That is the great day when God is carrying out what is before Him. And I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. So that we have the suggestion of Exodus 4, the thought of sonship, carried on to the last book. 

    PLWhile the music is not emphasised, the dignity of the musicians is  they are sons. 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesHabakkuk is marked by being able to see things; would that help in regard to the skilful touch on the stringed instruments applying to our day? 

    JTQuite so, he is able to see things and give an account of what he saw. 

    QuesCan you connect Peter showing how the government of God results in an issue for God, with Jonah; and then Paul more with Habakkuks line; and would John suggest sonship and the persons here? 

    JTWell, I was going to say Malachi is the persons. John 4 is the Father seeking the persons, not the worship, but the persons who worship, and the persons are here; so Malachi brings in his own son that serveth him. We were speaking the other day about preparing; whatever we do Godward or manward, it is not simply the thing that is done, but the person who does it. That is the force of prepare, I think, in these connections. 

  
    VICTORY (JT 90)

    1 Corinthians 15:57; 1 John 5:4, 5, Habakkuk 3:17 - 19; Judges 4:4 - 6

    I have before me, dear brethren, to speak about victory, and you will observe in the first passage read that God gives it to us, the us obviously having reference to those having faith, for spiritual things are given only to such. God is bountiful in material things and provides for all, even although there may not be faith, for He has never left Himself without witness among men, giving rain, as we are told, and fruitful seasons, filling mens hearts with food and gladness. Indeed, as the passage goes on to say: In him we (meaning all mankind) live, and move, and have our being, Acts 17:28. But when it comes to spiritual things the dispensation of God is said to be in faith. The gospel is addressed to those who have faith, as it is said, on the principle of faith to faith; it is an administration. The Lord Jesus Christ, ere going up to heaven, after He rose from the dead, moved in and out amongst His people for forty days, and in that way would impress them with what is spiritual, so that on going on high, being made both Lord and Christ, He administered what was spiritual. And so Peter says, referring to the gift of the Spirit which was there to be observed: Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear, Acts 2:33. But He shed Him forth upon those who had faith. He, as shed forth thus, was available to man, but only on the principle of faith. So that what God gives spiritually, as I said, has reference to those who have faith, and when the apostle here says, Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, the us refers to those who have faith. As having faith we believe what is presented to us on the principle of faith. And so, in this chapter, the apostle says at the outset that the gospel which he preached to the Corinthians was that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures. 1 Corinthians 15:4 These facts were presented to them on the principle of faith, and having received them (if they did, indeed) they came within the us, to whom God is pleased to give the victory. And, I may add, so that there may be no misunderstanding as to what this victory implies, that it does not refer to any material success or prosperity in this world. It refers to what the chapter speaks of; it refers to resurrection, and you will observe that he does not say, He shall give it to us, but He giveth us the victory. In other words it is a present thing, which God intends should be by faith in the possession of our souls: He gives it to us, and He gives it to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Now, the Lord, as risen, remained with His own forty days before He ascended, and, as you will remember, He appeared, according to this chapter, on six different occasions; and I submit to you that on each of these occasions there would be conveyed the sense of victory. First, He appeared to Cephas. In the gospel of Luke we are told He appeared to Simon, doubtless to reassure the heart of His erring disciple, but the Spirit of God has not that in view in this passage, and so He mentions Simons spiritual name. We have to understand what it is, beloved, to have spiritual names, because it is first that which is natural and afterwards that which is spiritual. We have to understand how we come under the eye of the Lord, the last Adam who is a quickening Spirit. If He has to do with us He quickens us; He quickens us in relation to His own perfect wisdom as to the place we are to occupy in that spiritual world which He came to effectuate. So that Simon is referred to here according to his spiritual name. This quickening involves certain traits which no one else has. Each one differs, as this passage tells us: Star differs from star in glory. 1 Corinthians 15:41 Each one has his own living characteristics, spiritual characteristics, and, as all come under the eye of the last Adam, He sees these and names the person accordingly. We shall all appear, therefore, in the spiritual realm according to the names which the last Adam confers. And so, as He appears to Cephas, there would be in the heart of Cephas a sense of victory. He would be stimulated in the sense of victory as to what he was and the place he was to occupy in the divine structure, for his name signifies a stone. 

    And then He appears to the twelve, for they were to administer. There was to be here an administrative company appointed by the Lord, and they had been appointed, and as appointed He appears to them. The appearance would convey to them a sense of victory, for the One whom they were to represent in their administration was Himself supremely victorious; He was out of death. Their administration should be not of material things, but spiritual things, and they would be impressed by the appearance of Christ to them as the twelve, with the sense of victory: that they had to do with a spiritual Person. One who had been into death, and was now out of it. They would be impressed with victory, and would carry on the administration in the sense of victory; they would be above the least taint of corruption. We know how administrators after the flesh are exposed to corruption, but these would be set up in their souls in complete superiority in the sense of victory that the Lord Jesus Christ would accord to them as appearing to them. 

    Then it is said that He appeared to above five hundred brethren at once; and here again there would be the conveyance to their souls of victory, for how should we maintain the truth involved in the term brethren, except as in victory? We should soon drop to the level of current religion around us unless we are in the sense of victory. It was as risen from the dead that the Lord Jesus Christ sent the message to His brethren. He says, Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God, John 20: 17. I ascend, He says, and how that would elevate their hearts far above this world, and the earth, and even the garden in which Magdalene had met Him. They were to be linked up with Him as ascended into heaven. He came in afterwards  on what particular date I cannot tell  but there were five hundred of them together at the one time  a remarkable occasion  and He appeared to them. Some of them, says the apostle, remained until that day. How those who remained, as moving about among the later converts would convey to those converts the dignity of brethren! The term has been dragged down in our own times to the current religions in the world, brethren being classified among all the religions of town or country; but it was never so intended. The Lords thought was that it should be elevated  that we should remain in obscurity outside the range of mans cognisance. And so, these five hundred, as they moved about among the later converts, would impress upon them the spiritual dignity involved in the term brethren. 

    And then He appeared to James, it says. We have in one instance His appearing to five hundred at once, and then again to one man. He would convey to James the sense of victory. Like some of Davids mighty men of old, he doubtless had to confront many at one time, but God would give him the victory. I have no doubt that we should read the history of Davids men in the light of this, for, as the Lord would appear to an individual, He would convey to him that one man could chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight; as Samson says, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men, Judges 15:16. A man who has had an appearing from the Lord is fortified in his soul with a sense of victory. It was not for Himself alone that He won the victory; that victory is to pervade every one of us! We are to be set up here in the sense of it. 

    Then He appeared to all the apostles, as if to suggest to us that, if the authority of the Lord be called to question  as, alas, it is  the sense of victory which He conveys to those who represent Him in the world enables them to maintain it. To put it in simple language: He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, John 14:21. You maintain the will of God in your own path, and, as far as you can, in the meeting in which you are, at all costs. Not one iota of divine authority must be surrendered. His appearing to all the apostles has relation to His authority. They represented Him. His presence would impress them in this connection. They would be reminded of the spirit in which His authority should be maintained. 

    Paul said He appeared unto all these; then he adds, And last of all he was seen of me, as one, we may say, who was intended to be a personal representative of His in this world; one who loved the Lord in a peculiar way. He says, He loved me, and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20 Paul loved the assembly, too, as he says, I will fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his bodys sake, which is the church, Colossians 1:24. How the beloved apostle Paul would be impressed with the victory of Christ as He appeared to him! 

    Well now, having said so much, I turn to the passage in Johns epistle, because it shows you how we come into this. First he says, All that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world  nothing else! You may study the Scriptures, and the writings that bear on the Scriptures, and acquire knowledge and ability to speak, but all these suffice not for the victory over the world. It is all that is begotten of God that gets the victory. And then again, he says, This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith. This is not only faith in your soul; it includes, I think, the system of truth unfolded in the Lord Jesus Christ  the whole of it  our faith. On every hand the truth is being given up and abandoned; who are abandoning it? Those who are not born of God, for those who are born of God get the victory, and they hold the truth. Later on we are told the Spirit is the truth. Christ is the truth  I am the way, the truth, and the life. John 14:6 That is objective. He presents the whole truth of God objectively, but in the epistle the Spirit is the truth, suggesting that the Holy Spirit down here, in the believers, maintains the truth in complete correspondence with Christ in heaven; an immense thought! Can it ever fall to the ground? Never! This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith. It was held in the souls of believers. The truth was never intended to be maintained by catechism or articles of religion. That cannot be called faith. The word suggests that things were held livingly in mens souls, and by the Spirit the truth was held in all its parts, as John wrote. And it was supremely above the world; it brought down the world, as at Ephesus; the books were burned. 

    I wish to convey to the young ones here what an immense thing we have, as we lay hold of the truth by the Spirit. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? I have already anticipated this: Our faith involves every christian  the unity of the faith  and wherever it is held in faith  that is, livingly, in a mans soul  there is victory. But then there is the individual thought: Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? The word overcometh here is victory; he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God has it. 

    I commend, dear brethren, the importance of believing that Jesus is the Son of God. John presents Him in his gospel, and Paul preached Him as the Son of God. According to the Scriptures Paul was the first to preach that Jesus was the Son of God; you can understand it, for he had already the appearing. Last of all … he appeared to me, 1 Corinthians 15:8 Paul said. God, he says, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, Galatians 1:16. And so the preaching that has come to us gentiles is that; the preaching of the Son of God. 

    As it is individual here one would raise the question with everyone present  the question the Lord raised with the man that had been blind: Dost thou believe on the Son of God? John 9:35 You see, John contemplates in his gospel that there are believers, and believers. He contemplates that many should come under the head of believers, or disciples, and yet not be believers in the Son of God. Indeed, the man in John 9 had already been a believer. He had witnessed for Christ, and, on account of his witness, had been cast out of the synagogue, and yet the Lord raises the question: Dost thou believe on the Son of God? You see there is a point we have to reach experimentally, when we believe on the Son of God. And so the man says to the Lord, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? The Lord replies, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee, and he says, Lord, I believe. John 9:36 - 38 He is already outside the world, cast out; but I doubt that he had yet overcome it. The religious world had taken the initiative, and cast him out, but he would meet the world in other forms later, and he needed preparation for this. So the Lord finds him, and he believes on the Son of God. What does that mean?  another world; the light of the Son of God in another world gives me the victory over the present one. So I would say to the young ones here, to consider what you have come into as having believed on Christ. It means another world: a world the Son of God has set up, and you have part in it; it is all before you. He says, me and thee, and He would convey to your soul that it is just Himself and yourself; that is, He links you up with Himself, and you are His for ever. And the world? You disdain it! What has it got for you? Nothing! Paul said the world was crucified unto him, and he unto the world. He says, God forbid that I should boast, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world, Galatians 6: 14. 

    Now, I just wanted to point out in the two passages I read in the Old Testament how that the Old Testament confirms, and, indeed, enlarges on the New. It gives us illustrations, and so, in Habakkuk, you have a victor. If you go through his prophecy, you will see, at one time he was very despondent; things were not going well, and he is an example of most of us. We all have our despondent times, up to a point. I often think that the journey of young christians is, so to speak, undulating  up and down  and so it was with Habakkuk, until he arrived at the apprehension of what he speaks of: high places. He begins with variable notes, but he ends with a stringed instrument; I think it is 1 Corinthians 15. The choir, I think, is in view of these chapters, 

    beginning with the tenth, and when you come to the great truth of resurrection the strings are tightened up, the flesh is disallowed, and you apprehend the Man out of death; you are in victory. And so Habakkuk says, To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments. Whatever happened to the vines, or to the figs, or to the herds, or to the flocks, affected him not now. His business affairs might go against him, his family affairs, or what not, but now he would rejoice  I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. What is proposed in the gospel is outside of all these material things, and, as apprehended, makes you independent of them. Not that you do not feel things, but you are not dragged down by them; you walk in your high places. You see it is when God gives you the victory, and you are in it consciously, that the high places are yours. The Lord Jesus walked on the high places for forty days before He ascended so that His own might see what victory He had gained. The world saw Him not  it was outside of this world  but His disciples saw Him; He showed Himself unto them alive. He walked on His high places, but now the believer walks on his. He walks independently of adverse circumstances, as in the light of victory, in the light of Christ risen from the dead. God gives you hinds feet; you are above the pressure of this world, and you walk on the high places, and God gets His portion from you. I would that every one of us could use this possessive case, as indicating that we have entered on the high places trodden by the Lord Jesus Christ during those forty days. As the Lord took Peter by the hand, so He would take every one of us, so that we might walk with Him on our high places. 

    In Deborah there is an instance of one who has the victory in its bearing on the testimony here, because, after all, that is what God has in view in leaving us down here. He could easily take us to heaven, but His thought is to set us up in complete independence of this world on our high places, so that we might be here in superiority to the world, and to present the gospel, the testimony to it. It is only in the good of the thing that I can commend it to others; it is not a system of doctrines or articles; it is a thing I have got. I am walking on my high places, and can impress others that the thing is worth having. 

    Well, now, Deborah judged Israel in those days, and they were dark days. She says, The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I Deborah arose, Judges 5: 6,7. But how did she arise? She dwelt under the palm  tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel, in mount Ephraim. You see, she had a palm  tree  the palm  tree of Deborah  it was hers, the token of personal victory. How can I be a judge of any, unless I am personally victorious? How can I influence others aright, unless I am spiritually victorious? Deborah was victorious, as she dwelt under her own palm  tree. As the Israelites came to her for judgment, they would be impressed with that well  known symbol of victory. They did not need to carry a bribe with them to obtain her favour, as she needed no bribe; you could not corrupt her, for she was beyond it. She dwelt under her own palm tree, between Ramah and Bethel. You see, she is in good surroundings, with her own palm tree over her. And so any one of us who is in these circumstances can influence the people of God aright. 

    They come up to Deborah for judgment. And so one who is personally victorious is sure to have a place among the people of God. They respect you, and come to you. What an advantage to come to one who is personally victorious! What an advantage to the saints to have one who lives near to God, and to whom they can come for advice! It is on this ground that eldership stands. How can one rule in the house of God unless he rules himself and his own house. As he rules himself and his own house, he is sitting under the palm tree of spiritual victory; he is beyond personal considerations, and is thinking of the welfare of the saints  only that  and the saints know it, and they come to him. 

    So they come to Deborah, and she sends for Barak, and says, Hath not Jehovah ... commanded? I only want to say that you see that one who is personally victorious is now concerned about the will of God. It is not a question of my will, or my judgment, although the saints respect it, as they did Deborahs, but her word to Barak was this: Hath not Jehovah … commanded? Victory in this sense is always marked by respect for the Lords commandments, and that is what an elder would insist on, and what is of most importance to be insisted upon; for, everywhere, men are asserting their own wills, whereas one that is victorious spiritually considers for God. As the Lord said, He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, John 14: 21. And again: Hereby know we that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep his commandments, 1 John 5: 2. The truly victorious person insists on the Lords commandments. 

    Well, dear brethren, that is what I had on my mind tonight, and I hope the Lord will bring the thought home to each of us. He intends that we should each be in victory, as otherwise we shall not be available in the testimony. 

    I believe He is giving victory; I believe that God is graciously giving victory to the assembly, maybe in a small way outwardly, but, nevertheless, really, as in the case of Samson. There was not very much to honour Samson in his death, but he slew more in his death than in his life. He had his greatest victory in the end; what was the secret of it? His hair had begun to grow; it had been shaven, but now there was evidence of life  thus the victory at the end. 
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