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	    JONAH (CAC 8) 


	    WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION? (JT 57) 


	    RESIGNATION TO THE WILL OF GOD (JT 60) 




  
    JONAH (CAC 8)

    Jonah 1; Jonah 2; Jonah 3; Jonah 4

    Prophets such as Jonah that have to do with the Gentile world are interesting, showing that though God has ever special regard to His own people, He does not overlook men in general. The thoughts of Gods heart come out wonderfully in this book, and the workings of mans heart are exposed, too, even in a true saint and servant of God. We see with Jonah how the thought of his own importance obscured everything. His own reason for not going to Nineveh was not that he was afraid of that city, but that he knew God! He tells us so in the fourth chapter: And it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. And he prayed unto Jehovah, and said, Ah, Jehovah, was not this my saying when I was yet in my country? ... for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great lovingkindness, and repentest thee of the evil. He knew that he was bidden to cry against Nineveh a message of judgment. Supposing that he cried for forty days and that it worked out that God had mercy on them, what a fool it would make of Jonah! He would rather that all Nineveh perished than that anything should reduce his self-importance  that is man! Though he knew Jehovah in a remarkable way, he was not at all in accord with Jehovah; Gods goodness was most distasteful to him; it made him quite angry, and he was angry without making any apology. 

    It has often been said that Jonah sets forth the state of the Jews, who could not bear that grace should go out to the publicans and sinners. We see this exemplified in the gospel of Luke in the case of the elder son (chapter 15) and in other instances. It was this which necessitated the casting out of the Jews, and their casting out has made room for us to come in, so that we have profited. The Jew should have been the exponent to the Gentile world of the goodness and grace of God. Jonah became a testimony to Gods character by Gods judgment coming on himself  he had to acknowledge that he was under the judgment of God himself. Paul speaks of the Jews as forbidding us to speak to the nations that they may be saved, and that wrath has come upon them to the uttermost. That is the casting out of the Jew, which comes out in the first chapter: And they took up Jonah and cast him forth into the sea. The Jews should have been a testimony to God Himself, but instead are a testimony of the judgment of God. It is a warning to Gentile nations; all that the Jews are suffering today is a warning to us. 

    The whole thing in the record is left in suspense. There is nothing to indicate that Jonah is brought into line with God at all; he is still angry and self-important, and the book closes with that. You wonder what is going to happen next, and that is just the position l Jonah is given to make us interested and look somewhere else for the sequel. God says that His people are going to be an ornament to set forth His character to the Gentiles. Jonah never became that ornament. He had to learn that he was as much dependent on the sovereign mercy of God as Nineveh was. And we cannot afford to be off that ground in our souls, though, like Jonah, we often lose sight of it. Jonah is all right in the whales belly, in the belly of Sheol, for no one could be self-important there! But as soon as he comes out, it all rebounds again. No amount of experience will reduce the self-importance of the flesh. 

    Jonahs experience of being in the belly of the fish three days and three nights is very striking. The Lord appropriates it as a type and sign of His own death, and that sign when it is truly seen by the Jew will transform him. The Lord said, A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and a sign shall not be given to it save the sign of Jonas the prophet. All will be based on the experience of which Jonah was a type. The Jew will see that his Messiah had to go under the judgment on his account, when he sees that he will be permanently cured. The flesh is so a part of us that we cannot overcome it until we are brought spiritually into the presence of God. Jonahs prayer indicates the great end to which Jehovah meant to bring him eventually, and which is not seen in this book. The true power of reduction comes by the introduction of Christ and His experiences before the soul. 

    Jonah speaks of his life being brought up from the pit: But thou hast brought up my life from the pit, O Jehovah my God, that is, he speaks of a life which typically would find all its springs in God. If all that is of the flesh is brought to nothing in the death of Christ, if we come up out of that, it is to live in a life that has all its sources in God. Jonah reached that in prophecy, but he did not reach it personally in his own experience; and we can reach things in the way of light through ministry that we have not reached experimentally. He spoke of coming up from the pit; when that is spiritually wrought in the soul we live by what we know of God. Jonah is just the contrast. In his utterance he really reaches God: I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that which I have vowed. Salvation is of Jehovah. He reached it all in the spirit of prophecy, but he did not reach it in his own experience. It is like the psalmists; they reached the things of which they spoke in the spirit of prophecy. They voiced what will yet be true of Gods people; they sought out and searched out; searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them pointed out ... . To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things. We may have things as light which we do not know experimentally. If it had been made good in Jonahs soul he would not again have showed the same spirit. Paul says, quoting from the Psalms, I have believed, therefore have I spoken. Jonah in the whales belly inspired by the Spirit is a very different man from the man in the booth outside Nineveh. This principle of self-importance was even in Paul and had to be kept down by a thorn for the flesh. So Jonah personally is rather a disappointing man; he had a second opportunity, but he finds it was what he thought at the beginning, he finds the goodness of God. What a man, he thinks, it will make of me, what a poor prophet I shall seem to be! 

    This repentance that was brought about in Nineveh was one of the most wonderful things that God ever did; it was a kind of anticipation of what Isaiah says will be brought about in a day yet to come. Jonah knew the character and disposition of God, but he did not appreciate it one bit  he dreaded it. It shows the patience of God, for it must have grieved Him, that His servant was morally so far from Him in mind and heart, yet He treats him kindly as though he deserved consideration. Probably there were a million people in Nineveh and all of them were brought to repentance from the king downwards, and they, were heathen the day before! Everything was to be affected; man and beast were covered with sackcloth. It involved even the beast. This king seems to have had a sense that the brute creation is involved in mans sin. So God repented of the evil that he had said he would do unto them, and he did it not. The death of Christ is the righteous ground on which God can act; it does not deny His mind or His heart. Christ died because God was favourable to us, in order to supply a righteous ground for mercy. The death of Christ has not changed Gods thoughts one lot or tittle, but has provided a basis on which God can show His grace and mercy, and even in Old Testament times we see how merciful and gracious He is. 

    Now Jonah goes out of the city full of repenting people, and he goes out of it and watches to see what will happen to a city under sentence of judgment. What strikes one in this book is that almost everyone in it is more affected than Jonah himself. Jehovah says, Doest thou well to be angry? Is it not wonderful to think of the blessed God suggesting to Jonah that he should consider whether he was really doing well to be angry? It is very touching that the gourd should be given to be a shade over his head to deliver him from his trouble when he had not a single thought in correspondence with God. It was something for himself, and he liked that, and he was more touched about the gourd than he was about Nineveh. It is difficult to think of a true servant of God getting so far away from Him. 

    The second chapter gives us one of the very affecting delineations by the Spirit of what Christ went through. All thy breakers and thy billows are gone over me ... . The deep was round about me ... . I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the bars of the earth closed upon me for ever. He went to the extremest place  to the heart of the earth, that was something more than death, death was not the limit to which Christ went. The sentence on Adam involved burial as well as death. The Lord went to the point of burial, so that He was in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. When Israel sees that, it will change everything for them. When they see that their Messiah has gone through all that for them, through death and burial, it will effectively cure them of all their self-important hatred of grace. The end of it is the temple, and thanksgiving, and the vow is paid; it ends really in a spirit of worship. They will have to learn that instead of being better they are worse than the Gentile; they will have to come to it that they have rejected and murdered their Messiah. When God forgives them it will remain true that they will never forgive themselves. And I will pour out upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn, Zechariah 12: 10. 

    This whole book is the history of one to whom God had disclosed Himself but who turned out to be unfaithful and ungracious. And that is the history of Israel really; they were not prepared to move with Jehovah to the Gentile. God was proposing great enlargement to His servant; if God glorified Himself in His grace, that would be making much of His servant. So he had to be degraded in the eyes of the Gentile, and the Gentile did 

    come in. It was a solemn sign to the Jews that they were just like Jonah. Jonah did not continue in the grace and goodness of God, and his behaviour was really a false testimony to God. 

    The second chapter discloses Jonahs secret history with God. It is in verse form, really in the nature of a psalm. The public position today is that the Jew is cast out, and that is a public witness to God; all the Gentiles know it. But that is not the end of it. These are really the exercises of the ungracious and unfaithful nation that finds itself under the judgment of God, exercises that will be those of Israel in a coming day. The testimony of His surpassing grace is connected with the assembly. The Jews are an object-lesson for us of Gods government, that is, they illustrate to us His discrimination between good and evil and His dealing with each as it deserves. All is in view of carrying out His purposes, so that His governmental ways with Israel will result in their coming into blessing. These are the secret exercises God will bring the remnant through in order that ultimately He may bring them into blessing. Now Jonah passes through this personally. That is the secret exercise; the public matter ends with his being thrown into the sea. So Israel will have these severe exercises under Gods government. This is the exercise of those who fear God in the time of Jacobs trouble; they come into Isaiah 53 eventually. These experiences are connected with the temple. Thy holy temple is twice referred to. It is an intimation that they will get the sense, notwithstanding the sentence of government, in the secret of Gods presence of something that can be counted upon: Gods ways with Israel are intended to be instruction to us; there is not much of Gods government given in the New Testament, because we have it in the Old. 

    Jonah is a witness sent of God; if such a man is unfaithful and ungracious, all Gods waves and billows will roll over him; there is no doubt about it. We ought to pay great attention to Gods ways with Israel, not only to His ways in the past but in the future, for if we do not do so we shall be off the line. Israel needs to be perfected in the ways of Gods government if they are to be head of the nations. It is in that way that the prophets are so valuable to us. We in this dispensation shall never have quite the same exercise that Jonah had, but we do not need to have the exercise to get the good of it. We can learn through the experiences of others. 

    Psalm 42, of the sons of Korah, is a kindred exercise to this. The wonderful thing is that Israels Messiah has entered into it all and has taken it up in the presence of God. He has taken up their condition as under the anger of God and He has answered perfectly to God on that score, and more. He has made atonement of them so that they are forgiven. The remnant will learn that He has felt it all far more deeply than ever they will; they will never fully do so, I believe. He felt it according to the greatness of His own Person. Atonement was made on the cross, whereas in the garden the Lord was feeling in His own spirit what it was right for Israel to feel  which they did not, but He did. 

    Psalm 22 is purely prophetic of Christ and was never entered into by any other. There are other Psalms mostly speaking of suffering and affliction, that are the product of the Spirit of Christ in the remnant; they own it to be Gods dealings with them, like Jonah and Gods waves and billows. It is different with us; our position with God is the fruit of redemption as perfected for ever, as accepted in the Beloved. It is not easy for us to enter into the exercises of a people with no knowledge of redemption, a people who do not know Christ, who have not the Spirit, and who are all under law. Their mercy  we shall see that they have it. None of us will be under Gods waves and billows for we are accepted in the Beloved permanently. We never knew, and never can know, Gods punitive judgment. The gospel brings with it the knowledge of the righteousness of God in justifying us and setting us before His face in Christ. It is very different from the experience of the Jew, who does not know Christ and is under law. 

    In the course of his prayer Jonah finds relief, before he comes out of the whales belly: Thou hast brought up my life from the pit, O Jehovah my God. He gets a sense, in spite of intense distress under Gods displeasure, that there is that in Jehovah that can be counted upon, and that is how it always is with faith. He has really reached Jehovah and Jehovahs thoughts as established in the temple; that is, it suggests Christ to us and all Gods precious thoughts hidden there in Christ for a poor oppressed people under the displeasure of God. So with the remnant there will come a moment when there is a secret presentation of Christ to their hearts and then the severity of their distress will be over. The first lamentation of Jeremiah answers very much to Jonahs prayer; when that is gone through we can move on to the exercises of the Song of Solomon, and then on to Psalm 45. The princes daughter in Lamentations goes through unspeakable distress and she comes out as the spouse in the Song, and eventually reaches the place of honour along with the King. 

    I will pay that I have vowed, Jonah says. I suppose, if we take him as representing Israel, they will be brought to the point of doing all that they said they would do: All that Jehovah has said will we do. They will come under the hand of the Mediator; it is He who writes the law upon their hearts. Christ is only brought in in a very veiled way here in the temple, and so I suppose it will be for them light of that obscure character, not very bright at first. It makes us thankful that we live in a very different dispensation and take up our exercises on a very different ground. We learn from studying Gods ways with Israel. The assemblys place is the greatest and best, and from our great elevation we can descend to contemplate His doings with others. We shall never have Gods waves and billows, but there are those who will; we see that in the Psalms. We have our own knowledge of Christ, which is far deeper than theirs, and that is according to the heavenly position and heavenly blessing. It is remarkable that in Johns gospel there is no agony in the garden; we are in another region, the region of God being glorified in the Son. Matthew and Mark speak of the agony in the garden; all that is on the side of Gods government. Israel will not enter into what John presents. The corrective exercises of other families increase our knowledge of God, and we get a knowledge of the extreme holiness of Gods government. In Revelation God shows the temple and the ark of the covenant, that is, He has His own secret. Jonah sees there is a temple, that is, that there is something outside the sphere of His government where God has His own secret thoughts that He is going to preserve. The assembly is in the secret of Israels past and future, and has her own secret portion. Gods government is learnt in Israel. At the end of chapter 2 of Ephesians we come down from the heavenly position to be a habitation of God on the earth. He is teaching the angels His all-various wisdom in the assembly so that He is making one family dependent on another. It is just like Him! The result from every exercise that we go through is that God is magnified. So it is with the discipline of the saints; we are not under His severe fury, but we have His discipline. Is not that a warning that under the discipline of God we may turn to some form of idolatry for relief? If we do, we forsake our own mercy! Out of the discipline we should come up to the assembly charged to the top with Gods praise, and God gets all that He looks for, the responsive praise of His saints. 

  
    WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION? (JT 57)

    Jonah 1: 8; Genesis 46: 31 - 34; Genesis 47: 1 - 10

    From what I have read you will understand that what is in mind is the enquiry as to occupation. We find it with Jonah, and we find it in Egypt with Jacobs family; it is found elsewhere, as in Paul, who, before Agrippa, spoke of his manner of life; that is somewhat different from the idea of occupation, but the allusion is to his unconverted days. Later he sends Timotheus to the Corinthians to tell them about his ways as they were in Christ. It is a matter of note that the Corinthians were to be acquainted with the manner of life of the apostle. 

    But to speak for a moment of Jonah, it is a question of what is the cause of the evil which had come upon him, or as the seamen said upon us. That is a very pertinent question now, for it is right morally that we all should make enquiry as to the cause of the evil which has come upon mankind; a terrible disaster falling upon all, and we may well enquire for whose cause? The seamen say to Jonah, of the evil that had befallen them, that it was for him to tell of it. Not much is needed to be said, the story is well-known, but the danger which befell the seamen in whose boat Jonah was had worked out to wonderful matters; God made them so to work out. One is reminded of an incident in the history of the people of God; that is in Ephraim, into whose house, we are told, calamity had come  1 Chronicles 7: 22, 23. It was evidently caused by the fault of his children, or largely so, but whatever it be, if a calamity such as came into Ephraims house fall upon us, it is wise to enquire as to the cause, and to take into account what has been recorded as to such things, because they are recorded for ourselves, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. For whose cause is this calamity come? 

    Ephraim had a son born named Beriah, which meant that he was born when calamity was in his house. That is the meaning of his name, and what names, dear brethren, can be given to children at the present moment, in the present days, the present years? There are, I understand, an unusual number of births, and what names are applicable as each parent recalls the calamity which has befallen him! The Christian enquires, what is meant by it all, whether it be the case of Jonah, or the case of Ephraim, one of the distinguished sons of Jacob; although the fact that he was distinguished did not save him from calamity, which may come also on the most esteemed of us. The gifts and calling of God are without repentance. He gives much to us; He lavishes things upon us, whether the ordinary blessings or gifts, and they are without recall; but still His gifts and calling will not, in themselves, save us from calamity, and calamity has come. Whatever we may think of it, those of us who have not been through it fully, although we have in spirit, can hardly name the things that have happened. I can say that, and speak of it feelingly too, as thinking of the brethren. At the same time this question comes to everyone as to the cause, why this evil has come about, and how it is to be worked out. 

    The failures of Jonah occasioned most extraordinary experiences. He had to go through the depths, to the bottoms of the mountains, the weeds being wrapped about his head; but he was brought up to the dry land. And God has now brought His people up out of a great death! It is well to see that it is a death, and as death works in us, those who have been through it, life works in others who have not been through it. That is Gods way. The enrichment has come to those of us who have not been into this death, it has extended to those who have not been through it; but the dry land is ahead. The salvation of which Jonah speaks is ours indeed; also the great fish prepared, pointing to what our God is ever ready to provide for His people in their extremities. What salvations can be recorded! And may we not say, dear brethren, God is amongst us of a truth! The very evidence of His presence amongst His people is that these salvations have been accorded to us, not because of our prowess, but Gods mercy. It is a question of God. God has had us all in hand, and there is going to be a crop. There has been the sowing, and there is going to be the reaping; so it is for each of us to see to it how he goes through this peculiar time in which we are, involving suffering. But not what it has been, that is gone we may say, for ever; some other sorrow may befall us, but this one God has dealt with, no one else could deal with it, but Himself; no combination of nations could bring about what has happened. God has done it, and it is surely that we might know God better and bear the fruits which He seeks in us in the little while that remains to us to continue for Him. It is a learning time, and a quick learning time; it is a time of quick learning, to get things into the mind and heart as going through them with God, so that there is the formation which He has intended should come about in us. 

    I would refer further to the enquiry, For whose cause this evil is upon us? Each will have to say, I have had something to do with it; everyone of us will have to say it sooner or later, and the sooner the better. I have something to answer as to it. It is the answering time now, as in the presence of the delivering power of our God, and God amongst us as having delivered us, as Paul says, and will deliver! He is amongst us as a delivering God, and it is for us to challenge ourselves. Why has it all come about? It looked as if it would never come about. Well do I remember when the clouds were darkening, and wondered whether such a threatened calamity would happen. God in mercy kept our eyes from it. But it has come about and it has, we may say, come to an end. We have had to do with the coming about of it, and God has had to do with it, and God only could deal with it successfully, in bringing to an end the awful thing. Now, it is a question of working out the result and answering the question in our own hearts, and giving thanks at the same time, because it is a wonderful time of thanksgiving, and thanksgiving is always pleasing to God: in everything give thanks. So Jonah came into the result of his disobedient course. I suppose we should never have had his book had he not come to the truth of it, and the truth of it is for us, not for him now, but for us. What may come about through one of the greatest calamities! 

    Coming now to the scripture in Genesis, a well-known passage, it is a question of the family of Jacob, speaking literally, the most renowned of earthly families. We have had it today already; the Lord said of Nathanael, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! He represented the thought fully; the Lords own word indicates that he was without guile, an Israelite indeed! But still the Lord did not stop there. Nathanael had his answers from the Lord in a most remarkable way; he learned quickly, he quoted Psalm 2; but the Lord could speak of greater things than even Psalm 2 in itself contains, although they are very great  King of Israel and Son of God. But as I said, the Lord spoke of greater things, and He intimated He had in view more than Nathanael, for in verse 51 He changes to the plural, saying, Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man. If we have one man signalised it is only to bring out that in principle all the saints are to be signalised. So, as I said, the Lord changes to ye in verse 51. We are in a time in which we can expect to see greater things, and these greater things are to deliver us from what might hold us, as the world puts on its best clothes and presents its attractions and possibilities, and young people become interested. The greater things of which the Lord spoke are intended to save us from the wretched things that this world affords. It is good for the young to see this. Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world, 1 John 2:15. The world is against the Father, and we belong to the Father. We are entitled to take the place of sons of God, children of God, children of the Father, so that we might be saved from its attractions, as the world puts on its best to attract us into its allurements. 

    It is for us, dear brethren, not to be deceived by these things, but to resolve in the light of all that has passed, to profit by it, to resolve not to be attracted by the allurements of the world, but to stand against them in the faith by the aid of the Spirit of God. It is a faith time, it is not a time for sight; what is seen is temporal, what is not seen is eternal, and eternal things are the greatest things, beloved brethren; and it is not for us in the slightest measure to fritter away the very best for the very worst; not only bad but the worst morally. We have already spoken today of the two things which stand out in Johns ministry, the greatest blessings, and eternal punishment. John has no hesitation in presenting the latter in his gospel and in the book of Revelation. The strongest language is used in the way he sums up the terribleness of eternal punishment. And Matthew says, These shall go away into everlasting punishment, Matthew 25: 46. The Lord makes it imperative to believe the things that are true as to Gods judgment of sin. 

    Now, to speak further of the family of Jacob, and the enquiry, What is your occupation? we know how Jacob experienced the idea of occupation, of toil and wages. These things loom up now very largely, and they are apt to affect the brethren. I am venturing to speak now in an admonitory way to save us from the damaging things which may happen, that we may be on our guard against them, because the question of wages as I am touching on it is most pernicious. If a man is working on the Lords day because of the extra wages he gets on that day, he fails to honour the Lord Jesus in keeping the day He has selected for Himself out of the other days. The Lord is pleased to take out of time one day in the week for Himself, and He is looking to us to be sympathetic with Him in it. He has all the days before Him, He has made time, but He has just now selected for Himself one day, hallowing it, calling it His day and also the first day of the week, the day on which the Father raised Him from the dead. What a day was that on which the Father came forth and raised His Son out of death! Three days He had, in a sense, been deprived of Him in His burial, but now He is raised by the glory of the Father. What glory it was! God is looking to us to be sympathetic with Him in this matter, this day which belongs to Him, and the Lord Jesus is looking to us, too, to have sympathy with Him in that day which belongs to Him peculiarly. So John says, I was in the Spirit on the Lords day. That is how he spent that day. It is a challenge to us as to how we spend the first day of the week. God has afforded it to us in His providential ways. But when the Lord calls a certain day His day it is more than a providential matter, it is His direct matter, and He is calling us into it and expects us to be in it every week; even if we have to sacrifice for it. He is looking for us to be sympathetic. It is no small matter to Him. He would say to us at any time, The Father raised Me on this day! Can we not signalise it? Surely we can, and surely I ought to be with Him in it, understanding that I am a participant of the glory of it. 

    The family of Jacob is now in the test, and this question is asked: What is your occupation? How often such questions have been asked lately, both of sisters and brothers, as an agent of the government claims them, and even now governments are claiming them; how often this question comes up, What is your occupation? What I would say, dear brethren, is that we are living in a mediatorial time; the Lord Jesus is pleased to serve us as our Joseph. The whole matter of his brethren is set under the influence of Joseph; and our Joseph is in a mediatorial position, but particularly so in this matter of which we are speaking. So Joseph goes before and instructs his five brothers, whom he had chosen, as to what they should say to Pharaoh. How sweet it is to be chosen by the Lord in this sense! Joseph chose five out of the whole number, and of course he knew them, he knew their histories, he knew their proclivities, he knew what they would be as presented and left to themselves, left to answer for themselves before the great potentate. Many of our young people may be called before the tribunals, and how glad they are to find they have one like Joseph with them, standing by them, having a sympathetic look to support them in a time of pressure. How sweet it is when the brethren join in with their sympathy, when a young brother or sister is faced with the question, What is your occupation? He may say, I did not cause the war. Of course not, but are you wholly immune from any charges as to it? Each one has to challenge himself as to what the calamity means. 

    It is not here a question of calamity, but of Josephs brethren and their occupation, and he carefully says to them, Tell Pharaoh what your occupation has been. It would tend to make them truthful. 

    I believe all these matters which we have had to go through challenge us as to truthfulness, as to transparency. We are all naturally deceitful, the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. So it was that Joseph saw to it that they were not left to themselves as answering Pharaoh. And I say to all the young brothers and sisters here, You will not be left to yourselves. If there are these questions to be answered the Lord will stand by you, He will give you the strength to answer them. It enters into the gospel of Matthew, Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. In all that we have to go through in meeting the authorities He will see to it, as we are faithful, that we go through them according to Him. If any be suffering, He has suffered too; it is a time of suffering. Paul felt it was a time of suffering when he spoke of the sufferings of Christ being filled up for the sake of the assembly, so let us not shirk it. It is a wonderful time for working out the truth, but it is a suffering time too. Questions are being asked, and we have our Joseph; He will not leave us alone, He will be by our side to help us to answer the questions. We have proved it and will prove it! It brings out what is really in the saints, not according to nature, the deceitfulness of the heart, but transparency; new birth is the foundational principle in us in view of all that is put upon us. It is a question of what man is to be in a new way, brought into a new order of things, born again throughout, so that each one seeks to answer his questions truthfully. Speak every man truth with his neighbour. Unless dependent, how easily we slip into untruthfulness! 

    So these men are asked, What is your occupation? And that brings out in an important sense their histories and those of their fathers. I wonder sometimes why Jacobs history is given in such detail, but what is it if not that they and ourselves should learn to be truthful, to be transparent, to be fair in all our dealings? God is putting it upon us, He is looking for the new man which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness, Ephesians 4: 24. That is the only man that can be trusted. Adam could not be trusted. It is the new man that is to be trusted. The true believer is not alienated from the life of God, he has part in it, he is created in righteousness and holiness and truth. So, like Jacobs family, we are now under the test of the governors of this world. We are not yet out of the matter. God has allowed it to come and He has made a certain deliverance, but it is not all finished, far from it. Brethren have to set themselves to be according to God in these circumstances. Now the authorities have changed round somewhat in favour of the saints. Thus the importance of our avoidance of what might antagonise them. 

    Jacob himself is seen here under a test, for he also is presented to the king. Many of us here are old brethren. We should glory in the old brethren who have stood for the truth. They have peculiar value: I need not go outside of Jacob to show this. Pharaoh does not ask Jacob what his occupation is; he does not say a word to Jacob as to this. Jacob blessed Pharaoh; it is the moral greatness of the old man. The patriarch in the presence of the monarch is truthful and dignified. Twice it is said of him here that he blessed Pharaoh, and beyond all gainsaying the inferior is blessed by the better. So I would say by deduction that Jacob was the greatest man in the world at that time. He blessed Pharaoh when he came in, and when he went out. But he told the truth to Pharaoh and that is the idea to be maintained before the rulers of this world. The new man is the great feature. What we see here, at least in type, is putting on the new man. As I have said, he is the only man that can be trusted. Let us remember that he is created in righteousness and holiness of truth. So that Jacob is an old man amongst his brethren, and at this point he adorns them. What I am stressing now is a truth in Scripture. Old brethren who have been going on with the truth for years, heaven is looking down on them with pleasure, and is going to safely conduct them to glory. They will all go through and go through in victory. There is one finishing his course now, well-known and honoured by us all. We rejoice in what he is as answering to the enquiry: How wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? That is the point to come to. The old men have to face it; it is their wisdom to face it, that they may acquire a wise heart. So teach us to number our days, that we may acquire a wise heart, Psalm 90: 12. The word in Peter greatly encourages this: Thus shall the entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be richly furnished unto you, 2 Peter 1: 11. 

    We are now speaking about young men; five of them are in our scripture, and they are told what to do. It is as if the Lord would make the most of us; whatever God has wrought in us He would make the most of that, causing it to shine out in power before the tribunals as each has the opportunity, causing the truth to shine. Tell the whole truth; it is a question of the truth. So these men are tutored by Joseph; everything is made to hinge on Joseph in his day. But he is never greater than his father; his father says, I know it, my son, I know it. He knew better than Joseph at a critical time, and that is the whole truth as to Jacobs position; the old, characteristically, especially in a crisis, are more reliable than the young. Whatever knowledge the young may have, the old brethren through experience, are pretty certain to have the reliable knowledge of God. The Lord said to Peter, When thou shalt be old. That would be a test to Peter, but he would submit, he would stretch forth his hands, which means submission to what God may permit. In accord with this, Aaron was told to go up to Mount Hor to die. What a test that was to a man! Moses and Eleazar went up with him and he went up to die in the mount. The allusion shows freedom from natural influences in nearness to God. God loves His people and would make the swellings of Jordan easy for them. 

    These five brothers are directed by Joseph as to what they should say and evidently God blessed them in their obedience. Thus it is said, And Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come to thee. The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land settle thy father and thy brethren: Let them dwell in the land of Goshen; and if thou knowest men of activity among them, then set them as overseers of cattle over what I have, Genesis 47: 6. How favourable Pharaoh was to the family of Jacob! In type it is a question of vindication of the divine family. What was their occupation? They were occupied with live-stock, not with bonds, nor shares, nor grocery, nor hardware, nor dry goods. No. It is live-stock, that is, those who have affection. You say, Have cattle affection? They certainly have. They are represented in Scripture as having affection, and in this they are a type of affection in men. It is a question of what our occupation is, whether we are occupied with such live-stock, that is to say, the brethren, those who love. You cannot find love according to God anywhere except amongst the saints, but it is amongst the saints; no one else has it. Hereby we have known love because he has laid down his life for us, 1 John 3: 16. Beloved let us love one another; because love is of God, and every one that loves has been begotten of God and knows God, 1 John 4: 7. God has placed love in the saints  in the assembly. The Spirit of God is in the assembly. He sheds the love of God abroad in our hearts and develops it in us. 

    And so Pharaoh, as I said, is favourable to the family of Jacob. This is a type of what God can do in these circumstances. So Pharaoh says, The land of Egypt is before thee... my cattle, Genesis 47: 6. Pharaoh has cattle, yet the Egyptians abominated them! Corresponding with this, Pharaohs daughter saved Moses. I am speaking now of what God can do with the powers that be, and if we have to continue to face them and answer their questions, let us trust in God, He can turn things round in our favour. 

    The passage goes on to show that Jacob was brought in under Pharaoh, and the whole position in Egypt is clarified, and the people of God are there now; they have the advantage of the favour of Pharaoh, and God can bring like conditions about for us. It is a question of God, what He can do, and what we are occupied with, what our occupation is, whether we love the brethren, whether we are going on with the brethren, whether all our interests are there, whether we dwell amongst our own people and refuse worldly associations and the like. We are to dwell among our own people, and God is with them; and we learn that God is with them of a truth. God is true and the victory is ours on these lines, as I said. It is for the young persons especially now to take to heart these things. The measure of the favourableness in which we stand under the government of God in this country and the western countries generally is to be carefully observed. God has come in for His people, at least in measure. But how long the advantage will remain is with Him, and if we fail Him we may have to own like Jonah the cause lies with us. Thus the need of having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and justly and piously in the present course of things, Titus 2: 12. 

  
    RESIGNATION TO THE WILL OF GOD (JT 60)

    Jonah 1:11 - 17; John 21:18 - 19

    I have in mind at this time to speak about resignation, and I have chosen Jonah and Peter, both in relation to Gods dealings with them to bring them to submission to Gods will. Jonah was a man like some of us, under commission, and he failed to carry it out. The work of God is based on the principle of submission to Gods will, not on the principle of each doing his own will, but doing the will of God. The apostle Paul made much of this principle. There are many in whom there is a work of God, serving professedly, but making little of this principle of surrender to Gods will, and hence much irregularity, to say the least, enters into their service. But God in His mercy takes up some of us in His service and disciplines us so that we may serve better if not entirely well, and so He took up Jonah. Jonah was destined to have great prominence in the service of God, indeed rising to be a remarkable type of the Lord Jesus, and it is within the range of every one who is serving to rise to this great privilege. Even the youngest here who is not specially commissioned may become, as he pursues the line of the will of God, if not a type of the Lord Jesus, at least a model patterned after Him, for the Lord sets Himself before us in this way, Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, Matthew 11:29. Learn from Me, not simply of Me, but Learn from Me. That is learning from the Lord as a model so as to become like Him in some degree, however little, because He is the model of all that God has in mind. 

    When Moses came down from the mount, everything was to be made according to pattern. It is thus we have the tabernacle, and it is said to be made entirely according to divine commandment, absolutely so, and nothing else would do for God. However much we say, and however well we may serve, unless there is adherence to that pattern we cannot please God, and we are labouring hopelessly if we do not please God. Enoch set the example of pleasing God, and if we serve in any little way according to His will we are pleasing Him in doing so, and so we rise, it may be, to be like the Lord Jesus, even as Jonah is seen typically in the chapter before us. Jonah was commissioned as I said, but he had a will contrary to Gods will, and he had prejudices which interfered with the service committed to him. He had national prejudices and he allowed himself to be governed by his own will. He had national prejudices and religious prejudices, and these prejudices may be with all of us. However learned or gifted we are, we may become affected by prejudice, and our service may be marred and so we may have a hard way to travel. Poor Jonah had to take a hard way, the way of his own will. 

    I am not seeking to preach the gospel as is often the case in taking up Jonah, but I am leading up to the idea of resignation, entire resignation to the will of God. I have spoken of the hard road and any one affected by prejudices either national or otherwise is sure to come in for a hard way. Servants of God have often been affected by them in this sense, but they come in for a hard way. You will recall what is said about another great servant, namely Elijah. He set out on a journey too, of his own will. He set out in fear, he was afraid of Jezebel. In one sense it was quite right to be afraid of her influence, but it was not right to quail before her in the maintenance of truth. God said to him, as he set out, the journey is too great for thee, 1 Kings 19:7. We all remember how God in His mercy came in for His servant. Elijah came into the wilderness of Beersheba in fear. The very term the well of the oath reminds us how God has engaged Himself to look after us and take care of us, but Elijah laid down in the wilderness of Beersheba in fear. He went in disregard of the will of God and in fear of Jezebel. He is about to say, God should slay him, but you will remember the angel came, and made cakes for him on hot stones. Such is Gods way to keep His servant in the path of His will, and the angel did it even twice. Now Elijah took his journey, a long journey, which God felt as well as he, but he took it; he went to Horeb, and he went there to resign his commission. In a certain sense it is better to resign than to carry on in the exercise of ones own will, instead of the mere nominal execution of the will of God. Scripture speaks of the denial of the truth. It is better to give up and resign than to carry on thus. We know how christendom carries on in this way, doing their own will in all these religious isms in which the will of God and the Scriptures are contravened and disregarded. We should be thankful if such gave up, if every cleric gave up the false position so contrary to the will of God. Pardon me for alluding to what may bring forth some resentment, but I am speaking of it being better to resign a commission than to carry on, if it is not according to the will of God and the holy principles of Scripture. This is what Elijah did, but God did not give him up; he was too great and too valuable a servant to give up. God would restore him. That is Gods way, the restoration of His servants so that we may really serve, really do His will. There can be nothing greater than doing the will of God. He that does the will of God abides for eternity, 1 John 2:17. 

    Now, as I said, Elijah was restored, and God made him to be a commissioner and an appointer for service. God honoured him and He took him to heaven. Think of that! Think of what our God is to His servants. What a God to serve, to serve well, so as to please Him. But Jonah had a hard way as I said, going down to Joppa. You know what that is today. What wills are at work there! What there is in Palestine at the present moment! The news is full of Palestine, and God is saying that it will be so. We have to wait and cherish that which we are going on with, namely Christ in heaven and the Spirit here, and the assembly here. That is what we are called to go on with. It is for us to clothe ourselves with humility, not to make any show, but go on in a lowly way. 

    Lord! let us wait for Thee alone: 
Our life be only this  
To serve Thee here on earth unknown; 
Then share Thy heavnly bliss. (411:1) 
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    NOTES ON SCRIPTURE 1895 NO. 9 (JBS 8)

    Jonah 2; Acts 9: 1 - 17

    Many who believe in Jesus are not happy. They do not joy in salvation. Why? The reason is that, though truly converted, they have not learned what is between the sinner and God. Jonah had to learn it in a painful way. It was will, and this is the real cause of restlessness in souls; they do not see that all in them contrary to God has been removed. Will brought Jonah to the whales belly. He had to pass through death in figure, and then he is alive without a will, entirely at the control of another, and this is the only place of happiness for a christian. No soul has real clearance in the sight of God who has not passed through this, and unless you know the greatness of the salvation, you cannot be in the joy of it. It is not only your sins that have to be cleared away, but your will. The Lord went through what we get in Jonah 2 - death. You have to appropriate His death. Israel had to walk through the Red Sea; they did not make the way through, but they walked it. There is no other way to be free of your will but to appropriate the death of Christ. That which caused the distance between you and God is gone in Christs death. If you enter into the great reality of that fact you will say, I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my God, Jonah 2:6. In learning this a man comes to say, Oh, wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me? Romans 7: 24. Then he finds the Deliverer, and he says, I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Then he sees that Christ Himself has opened the way out of it. Saul of Tarsus was struck down by the light of the glory; and after three days and three nights of deep exercise of heart, he who had thought himself so incomparably good, but who, having a will against God, was the chief of sinners, found that through the death of Christ he was clear of that man altogether; that all of Saul was gone in the cross, and he had found Another - the blessed Lord; and his link with Him was the Spirit of God. It took him three days to learn this; some take thirty years to learn it, and some never learn it till their deathbed; but sooner or later, every soul must learn that it is by Christs death he gets free. 

  

  
    JONAH'S SALVATION (JT 31)
    

    
    
  
  
    JONAHS SALVATION (JT 31)

    Jonah 2:8 - 10

    I do not intend to confine myself to these verses, for I hope to refer to the first chapter, and perhaps the third. What I wish that we may be led on to is the evidence of salvation in a believer. The book of Jonah is evangelical from the beginning to the end; it works out the principle of salvation in the preacher, that is, in Jonah himself. If it is to be set out in anyone, certainly it should be in the preacher. The divine thought is that what is presented in the preaching is exemplified in the preacher; that at least in one man the idea of salvation is exemplified, and if in one man, in a hundred  in a million men. God would indeed set out this great principle in the preachers, that it might spread abroad and be laid hold of by needy sinners, for all need salvation. The divine thought is not simply that there is such a thing as that, or that it should be spoken of, but that it should be exemplified, especially in those who herald it. 

    Hence the twelve the Lord commissioned to preach were characterised as saved men. Indeed Peter, the leading apostle, corresponds peculiarly with Jonah. He is seen in this very town of Joppa (Acts 10), but although he needed some adjustment in regard to the gentiles, to whom he was to open the door of the kingdom of God, yet he was not like Jonah. In Jonah at Joppa you have a man going down, down, down, and no saved man is marked by that. Not that he is not like Jesus; He went down into the lowest parts of the earth, but it was to ascend up again. He did not go down to stay. But many do; they take a moral descent. Certainly Tarshish, to which Jonah took ship, conveyed no idea of ascent, of moral elevation. We read here of Jonah that he went down to Joppa, and being in Joppa he went down to the ship, and being in the ship he went down to the sides of the ship. There are three descents; whereas in Peter you have in the same town a man going up. He was a saved man, a preacher; indeed, the first preacher of the gospel after the Holy Spirit came. He was the first to announce Christ in heaven  a wonderful honour! He announced that God hath made that same Jesus both Lord and Christ, (Acts 2:36). 

    Now he is in the town of Joppa, and instead of going down, he goes up. He went up, we are told, to the housetop to pray (Acts 10:9). It does not say that Jonah went down to the ship to pray, or that he went to Tarshish to pray. No! Not that he did not pray later, as I hope to shew, but Peter went up. Joppa was a port town, and this house in which Peter was was by the sea. No doubt he would look out on the Mediterranean. He went up to pray, we are told, and as he prayed he became in an ecstasy. That is a saved person; and as he preached his next sermon, those who heard him were all saved, as far as we can see. Peter had brought in a great draught of fishes at one haul of the net; now he brings in a house full of gentiles  Cornelius and his company. 

    As praying on the housetop heaven acknowledges him; the sheet is let down containing the different creatures of the earth, and, as he tells Cornelius, God shewed him in this to call no man common or unclean. He is a saved man  saved from nationalism. We have to be saved from that; we are all very prone to be patriotic, but Peter was saved from the narrowness of national feeling. Then, too, he was saved from himself, for as he reached the house of the centurion the latter fell down and worshipped him. He worshipped the preacher. Alas, there are many preachers who like to be made much of! They like, indeed, to preach themselves, if not in word, yet in effect. Paul says, We preach not ourselves (he was converted and saved from his own importance) but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus sake, (2 Corinthians 4:5). There are those who command the bended knee and the doffed hat, because of the cloth  thousands and thousands of them; they expect it. But Peter refuses it absolutely. It says, he took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man. That is the preacher; he is saved from himself. 

    Peter is thinking of Cornelius, that he might be saved; and entering into his house he finds there a fine congregation, not a vast one, but one of quality. Cornelius says, we are all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God, (Acts 10:33). They were not there out of curiosity, but to hear what Peter had to say. And what did he have to say? He spoke about Jesus, that God had anointed Him  not that God had anointed Peter, or made an apostle of him, but that He had anointed Jesus, and that He had gone about doing good, for God was with Him. That is the kind of preaching. And so, as Peter preached, the Holy Spirit fell on all those that heard the word. Those who heard the word, not who heard Peter simply; the true preacher preaches the word. Those who hear the word are taken possession of by the Holy Spirit; that is the idea of salvation. You cannot be saved in the true sense without the Holy Spirit. You cannot be saved without the death of Christ surely, but you cannot be saved without the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the great power of salvation in this world; we need that power. As Christ is up in heaven, so the Holy Spirit is here, sent down by Him to effect salvation. 

    So you see that Peter went up, but Jonah went down. He was not a saved man, although a preacher. There are many like him, many preachers who are not really saved. He was actually commissioned by God to go to Nineveh, but instead of that he would go to Tarshish; he is full of national feelings, of national prejudices. He would not have the gentiles saved; he would not go to Nineveh. He was unsaved in that sense. Salvation is not simply from hell to come; it is that, thank God! He is our Deliverer from the coming wrath, but salvation is from this world, from myself, from national feeling and many other things of that kind. And Jonah was not saved from these things, so he has to go the way of salvation. Indeed that term way became a synonym of christianity in the beginning; there were those who spoke evil of the way, that is to say, the way of salvation, the way out of the world, the way to God. 

    And Jonah has to go that way, and so God gives him latitude; He allows him to go to a point, but not beyond it. You see, in verse 8 he speaks of his own mercy  they that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy  he is now coming into it; he is coming into the great fact that there is such a thing as mercy. How many there are who observe lying vanities and consequently forsake their own mercy! These lying vanities are prevalent abroad today, and those that listen to them forsake their own mercy. The mercy of God is made ours, for it is according to His rich mercy He hath saved us (Ephesians 2). Jonah had forsaken that by observing lying vanities, and God allowed him to go down to Joppa. He allows us to go to a point, for He has salvation in view for us. It is not that He withdraws His commission, for the gifts and calling of God are without repentance, (Romans 11:29). Jonah was a prophet; the Lord Jesus Himself calls him that later. So God allows him to go to a point, for he must experience the way of salvation, and, as I said, he went down. Now let every one here challenge his own heart as to whether he is on the down-grade, or the up-grade. As we have seen, Peter was going up, and heaven greeted him, but Jonah is on the down-grade. We are on either one or the other. One often challenges ones own heart in a practical way as to which grade one is on, the ascending or the descending one. 

    Now Joppa was a port town, an outlet. It was the port of Jerusalem. You can understand therefore, what it would be in the mind of a man like Jonah; it was a way out, but a way out from what? From his own mercy; that was the thing. Many have sought a way out, and Jonah sees this way to the distant place Tarshish. So he went down. The Holy Spirit does not employ that word for nothing; it denoted the state of Jonahs soul. He was disobedient. Paul says, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision (Acts 26:19), but Jonah was. Disobedience is the very expression of sin; it marks the entering in of sin into this world, and Jonah is marked by it; he goes down. Disobedience is moral degradation. Adam and Eve fell; it was moral degradation. And Judas by transgression fell, (Acts 1:25). Jonah went down to Joppa; then the Holy Spirit says he went down into the ship. 

    There can be no doubt that Jonah wrote this book. What would he think as each time he wrote this word down? He would say, How foolish of me! The best evidence that we can have of Jonahs recovery is that he writes down for everybody to read that he was angry with God. Jonahs last word about himself is that he did well to be angry with God! Can we have better evidence that he judged himself than that he put it down for everybody to read? He has confessed his error, for in writing it, it shews that he judged it thoroughly. He would never be angry with God again. He gives God the last word in the book. And what is the last word in the book? If you look you will see that the last word is cattle. You say, What has cattle to do with the gospel? A great deal; cattle belong to the living creatures of God, so do fish. This fish here was of great interest to God; he did what God told him to do. God had prepared him. 

    Mark 16:15 tells us that the Lord said to His disciples, Go into all the world, and preach the glad tidings to all the creation. That is the God we preach  a God who is to save not only men, but the whole realm of creation. Would you have it otherwise? I would not. The creation itself, we are told, is to be delivered, and God is to have a universe resonant with praise from a redeemed and living creation. So Jonah finishes his book with the word out of the mouth of God  cattle. Would you not like to meet Jonah after he wrote that book? You would meet, I am sure, a thoroughly restored man, a saved man. That is the man who says here, Salvation is of the Lord, (Jonah 2:9). 

    Well now, I want to come to all this more fully. It says he went down to Joppa, then he went down to the ship. There he paid his fare to go with them. It was not simply that he paid his fare to go to Tarshish, but it says, to go with them. Now, you see, we have got a moral touch; he is going with certain company. What kind of people is he going with? Will they have dances on board? games of tennis, cards, and what not? Will they have a good time on board? That is what the tourists think about. They do not cross the sea for seasickness! Well, Jonah paid his fare, but he had in his mind not only that he would go to Tarshish, but that he would go with them. That is, he had company in view. A man on the down-grade seeks the society of this world. He is forsaking his own mercy; he is forsaking the temple at Jerusalem, and all the mind of God centring there, and he is going off with worldly company. 

    Those of us who travel by sea know what this means; the boat is the world in a condensed form, and the flesh likes it. Young people think of the time they are going to have on board ship; the company, the music, the dancing, for all these things mark modern ships. You say, Jonah was not travelling on a modern liner. No, but I am not preaching to Jonah, I am preaching to you. On the down-grade that is precisely what you go after  Jonah goes with them to Tarshish. You see, he is not saved from bad company. Many of us need that salvation. One of the most vicious things you can be in touch with is bad company. Evil communications, we are told, corrupt good manners, (1 Corinthians 15:33). Many young men and young women brought up in christian manners have taken on others in bad company. On a ship all are in close company, it is difficult to keep clear of those of the world; you do not wish to if you are on the down-grade; but to some of us it is a most trying ordeal. 

    The next thing is that Jonah went down into the sides of the ship. It is mentioned, I believe, to emphasise this course of degradation. There is nothing elevated in his soul. If in a path like that my thoughts are degraded, my heart is in the world. That is, I have returned to what I am naturally. We can picture Jonah on board. And who were there on board? Well, there were mariners and there was a ship-master. We can thank God for these; they are like the powers that be, that we can pray for. God can use them; His angels, who are here as ministering spirits for them who shall be heirs of salvation, employ such. Jonah was one of those heirs of salvation. It is a fine thing to get the light of the heirship, but you want the thing you are heir to. So God uses the mariners; He has sent out His angels to look after you in your wayward course. He orders things to help you; the wind comes up, the sea rolls, and seeing that the ship is likely to be wrecked, the mariners are afraid. Well they may be! God intended that. And the ship-master too, for he had much under his hand. 

    These are agencies that are not to be despised; God uses them in a providential way. So the ship-master makes his round  God uses him in this. It may be a policeman or a magistrate; it may be an employer, or a father  any one that God may use providentially; he finds you at the depths of moral degradation and challenges you. The ship-master says, What meanest thou, O sleeper? That is the word; it is a word from God. You say, What did the ship-master know about God? Very little, but God knew about him; God could use him as he used the ass of Balaam. So he says, What meanest thou, O sleeper? What meanest thou, away from God, going down, down, down? Why are you here? You ought to know better. Why should you forsake your own mercy? All this enters into that question. 

    Then they began to inquire more of him; I do not go into details  the passage is well known  but they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. That was of God. They say, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; what is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? Now he has to give an account of himself. You see, God has pointed His finger to him. It may be so here tonight, that God is pointing His finger to some of you; your conscience has come into action. 

    So the lot fell upon Jonah; there can be no escape, for God was in this matter. Who can flee from the presence of God? Whither shall I flee from thy presence? says one, (Psalm 139:7). You cannot. Jonah is detected and exposed, but what for? That he may be saved. That is the thing. All this is that he might be saved, and that he might exemplify salvation. So Jonah has to say, This is on my account; he has to answer for himself. So he says, I am an Hebrew. Well, there is a lot said in Scripture about Hebrews. Who was the first Hebrew? The father of all believers  Abraham. They might have said, You have a wonderful ancestry, why should you be here? If you belong to that family  that family that has ever been under reproach in this world, but under the favour of God; it is wonderfully favoured by God, for God is the God of the Hebrews  why should you be here? He acknowledges his relation with Abraham; in other words, he is a true believer. There is a work of God in him, but his will has been at work. He has observed lying vanities and forsaken his own mercy, and God will not let him go. He is after him. 

    If he paid his fare and went down to the ship, God followed him. The lot falls upon him, and he says, I am an Hebrew. But then he says more than that; he says, I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 

    We are coming now to the turning-point. He has far more intelligence than any of those mariners. Jehovah, he says, who hath made the sea, the very thing they were suffering from. He was no idolater; he knew better, but he was in moral degradation, his will was working. I can imagine a man like this speaking the truth of God in the most unholy circumstances, in a theatre, in a saloon, in the very worst company. But his conscience is reached; he confesses that he is an Hebrew, and that he fears God. He is now on the ascent. And who is this God he fears? Jehovah, the covenant God of Israel; the God that led them out of the land of Egypt; who made the sea and the dry land. He quotes Moses. Then he tells them what to do. May God grant that someone here who has been on the down-grade may be aroused! Let your conscience work. You know you have the truth; God would reach you and cause it to act on you, so that you may say, I am an Hebrew; that you may say, I am a christian, I fear God, but I have got into this plight through my own will. God says, I am here to help you. 

    So Jonah knows what to do. The passage says the men were exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? ... And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. He is confessing now. I do urge you to take that way, as the light reaches you, acknowledging that it is on your account that calamities have happened. Jonah is taking the blame of the storm on himself. A sure sign of the work of God in young men and young women is when they begin to blame themselves. 

    While one is saying to his parents, You did it, or to his brothers or sisters, You were unkind, he is not with God. But as soon as he begins to take things to himself and say, I am to blame for all this, deliverance is in sight, salvation is in view for him. So Jonah says, Cast me forth into the sea. Then it says that the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. He is to be enclosed in a living being, as I may say; taken away from the mariners and from the ship-master and cast into the sea. 

    Apparently all is hopeless now, but no, this is the beginning of positive salvation. So he is in the belly of the great fish. It must have been the most extraordinary fish that ever swam; it was divinely prepared. You will perhaps remember that the fish is the first living creature made, according to Genesis. The fish are called living souls. This fish is prepared by God. Can we doubt that Jonahs experiences in that place are the experiences of Christ? He goes the road of the sufferings of Christ. It is not now moral descent; it is the descent of love. He goes down to the bottom of the mountains; it is the descent of Christ. The Lord Jesus went the whole way  that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? (Ephesians 4:9). Nobody can go lower, but it is in love, that He might come up again and take us up and have us in heaven. That is the gospel in Ephesians; it is the gospel of ascent. By grace are ye saved through faith; that is in a passage that tells us that God has raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places (chapter 2:5,6). He has taken us away altogether from the earth; that is the full thought of God, and to secure it the Lord Jesus goes down to the bottom of the mountains. 

    Now I wanted to finish with the verses I read, so that we may all  christians as well as those that are not  come to see what saved people are like. Questions often arise, and the great difficulty is because we have not an exemplification of the thing we are questioning about. Hence, if we have a question about salvation, let us see a saved person. A preacher should certainly be that. So here Jonah begins to pray. That is the first great mark of one saved. As with Saul, the word was, behold, he prayeth, (Acts 9:11). As soon as you are made to feel spiritual need you begin to pray. Where did he pray from? Not from the bottom of the ship, but from the fishs belly; it became a temple. It says, Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fishs belly, and said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. You see how the utterance of need ascends from the very depths of the sea. Well, that is what Jonah experiences, but he is not yet saved literally, although morally so, as in the divinely prepared fish. 

    The answer to the prayer is that the fish is directed to dry land. Every inch taken in that sea towards the dry land spoke of obedience to the will of God. That fish was wholly subservient to the will of God. The word came to him, and he vomited up Jonah. Jonah had already said, Salvation is of Jehovah. That is to say, God had taken him up, as all of us, for His own pleasure. If Jonah is a saved man, it is for Himself. So he says, I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving. Think of that! Did not that reach the ears of God? Was there ever a fish (a living creature) more living than this one? Within him was a praying man, a sacrificing man, a praising man, and a worshipping man. What a scene  a veritable temple right down in the depths of the Mediterranean, by the mighty power of God! That is salvation; that is what God can effect. You may not believe it, but there is here a marvellous testimony to the power of God in the gospel. What He did for Jonah He is ready to do for any sinner here tonight. Think of God preparing that great fish, which carried Jonah through from death into life, and vomited him up on dry land! 

    Well, God takes him up and sends him again to Nineveh. Jonah says, I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that which I have vowed. If we do not pay our vows it is worse than if we had not made them. We are told that these mariners made vows, as if that were the point, but it does not say that they paid them. It does say that Jonah would pay his. One saved man is paying his vows. When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed, (Ecclesiastes. 5:4). 
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    ADDITIONS TO THE SERVICE OF GOD (JT 43)

    1 Chronicles 22:1 - 19; Isaiah 38:9 - 20; Jonah 2:1 - 10; Habakkuk 3:17 - 19

    JTI had in mind that, with the Lords help, we might see in these scriptures how Davids thought of addition is worked out, that is, with ourselves, how addition, particularly in the service of God, comes about. Rachel at a much earlier date had the thought of addition, Josephs name signifying that. He was the eleventh son of Jacob and another son was needed, and Rachel expected the addition; and so, although we may come into great wealth, more is needed and particularly in the way of service. So whilst David had supplied great abundance for the house, according to our first scripture, he said to Solomon, Thou shalt add to it. Many other instances might be cited to show how the service of God was added to, particularly under Solomon and Hezekiah, but these three will suffice, first in Hezekiah, then in Jonah, and finally in Habakkuk. 

    In each case it is through discipline, particularly in Hezekiah and Jonah, the power of composition not acquired by mere mentality, but through discipline, bringing people by the discipline of God to test and experience something of death. One principle of the present dispensation is death working out in this way. In Hezekiah we have a composition which adds to the service of God; he says, The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day; and then, advancing to a higher note, We will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah. Jonah looks towards Gods holy temple, and Habakkuk hands in his composition to the chief Musician. In all this we see how additions are made in our time, these scriptures being written for our learning. 

    WLYou mean additions to the house of God? 

    JTChiefly to the service of God; that in the consciousness of our own souls, we may contribute as in assembly. 

    QuesDoes the matter of subjection to the Father of spirits, and live (Hebrews 12:9) enter into this? 

    JTVery much so, for the discipline is all under the Father of spirits. Discipline has our inward beings in mind, not merely external functioning, but inward state; that we should be partakers of Gods holiness. No believer is exempted by the Father of spirits, and we are all called upon to endure so that God may conduct Himself toward us as toward sons, and that we may be partakers of His holiness. 

    QuesSo discipline would be with a view to the formation of the work of God in the soul? 

    JTYes, and especially so in view of His service. We are brought into wealth: Solomon was brought into great wealth supplied by his father. We come into great wealth, but we are to add. Contributions in the power of the Spirit are in mind. The principle of addition must mark our services or we shall become stagnant. 

    WLWhat is the particular addition in Isaiah 38? 

    JTI think it is life. The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth (verse 19). I think that is the peculiar touch you get from him as experiencing death, as you might say, in his spirit. He did not enter into the article of death, but he felt it in his spirit, and as coming up in the power of life he contributed after this example. 

    RemThe addition at Philippi was not from mental activity, but from chastened spirits. 

    JTYes. What we are now speaking of is exemplified in the prison, in which Paul and Silas were greatly afflicted. They would take it as discipline and also as sharing in the sufferings of Christ, but in prayer they sang praises to God. The work at Philippi was marked by prayer, and it is seen in the sufferers in the prison leading to praise. In prayer they sang praises, and the prisoners were listening. It is the sort of thing we are to look for, as giving character to evangelical testimony. They went to Lydia after they were released from prison. They had been in her house before, now they went there after they had suffered; there was some little touch in that. What happens after, or while, we suffer has a peculiar effect. The Lord presented Himself living after he had suffered. 

    JHTAs left here are we responsible to bring in addition to the service of God? God says to Hezekiah, I will add to thy days fifteen years (Isaiah 38:5). 

    JTThat would not mean that he would simply live that length of time, it would be in view of some result. 

    WLIt was after he had been sick and had recovered that he wrote what we have read. 

    JTQuite so. That is in keeping with what we have said as to whether one is gaining by discipline  what we do after. 

    QuesWould that come under the heading of the peaceable fruits of righteousness? Hezekiah says, By these things men live. He had got the gain of the discipline. 

    JTYes. Not only contributing to the house of God, but furnishing instruction to all of us who are in discipline. Of which all have been made partakers (Hebrews 12:8) is an important word. It is to the end that we should gain, that after the discipline it should appear we are more spiritual than before, and thus can add. 

    QuesDoes Jacob furnish a good example of what you have been suggesting, as to how one gets the gain of discipline? He reached the house of God, and at the end he worshipped, leaning on the top of his staff. 

    JTQuite so. Of the three patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and himself, Jacob specially represents the results of discipline. 

    QuesAnd David dancing before the ark? 

    JTYes; more particularly in 1 Chronicles 21 - 1 Chronicles 29. The greatest results in the Old Testament for the house of God, accruing immediately from discipline, are seen in him. Hezekiah gives his experience as under the discipline, and his writing is a contribution to the house of God. Habakkuk also tells of his experience in discipline, and the chapter from which we read is a contribution to the service of God. It is a poetical composition and it begins on an instrument which would denote a certain experience of depression. At our beginnings it is usually so, we are not clear as to why things are so severe. Hezekiah says, I have cut off like a weaver my life; he separateth me from the thrum:  from day to night thou wilt make an end of me. It is usual that we do not see things clearly at the outset of Gods disciplinary dealings with us. He says, As a lion, so doth he break all my bones. From day to night thou wilt make an end of me. Then he tells us, Like a swallow or a crane, so did I chatter; I mourned as a dove; mine eyes failed with looking upward: Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me. He has come now to the point of blessing  he asks God to act for him. This composition is after he is recovered, so that he sees all things clearly. The end is reached. Hence the definiteness and upward trend in the composition. In going over the history, he touches the points that specially affected him and by which he was formed. He says, By these things men live  that is the teaching of the experience. 

    QuesWould our compositions be very much clearer and sweeter if an affliction was rightly gone through with God? 

    JTI think that is the point. Hezekiahs contribution is after he had been sick and had recovered. He goes over the ground so that others can read and gain by it. 

    RemNot be discouraged by it. Job reached the end. 

    JTYes  the end of the Lord (James 5:11). The book of Job is, of course, the expansion of all this; the end of the Lord (James 5:11) is in view from the outset. 

    JHTYou get an example of adding in Acts 11:24  A large crowd ... were added to the Lord; and then Barnabas went away to Tarsus to seek out Saul (Acts 11:25). In chapter 13 we read that there were in the assembly prophets and teachers ministering to the Lord and fasting (Acts 13:2). 

    JTExactly. You see how Barnabas unjealous action led up to a great result in Antioch; a contribution to the service of God. What constitutes this incident one of peculiar importance is that Antioch was the starting-off point in the gentile field, the assembly in all its rich significance in the service of God being in view. Ministering to the Lord and fasting (Acts 13:2) was a striking forecast of the great addition, in which, as completed, there will be glory to God unto all generations of the age of ages. 

    Both Barnabas and Paul came in in a remarkable way on the line of addition. The dispensation begins with the suggestion: there were three thousand added, and then we are told what characterised them, that they were in keeping with what they were added to. Then it is said that the Lord Himself added, as if the whole company numbering about three thousand were such as He could add to, that is those that were to be saved (Acts 2:47). And we get in Acts 5 that in spite of severe discipline in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, believers, multitudes of men and women, were added. This shows that discipline, being essential to assembly order and holiness, must not be regarded as preventing growth, but promoting addition such as God can own. 

    JHTWhat had you in mind as to Genesis 30, when you said another son is necessary; was it to make up the number twelve? 

    JTYes; the number twelve was essential to the divine plan, that is, the means of love operating. I think that numeral in Scripture refers to what is easily manipulated. As under Gods hand. He can manipulate us for Himself; and in the service of God, it is essential that the chief Musician should have us under His hand. 

    QuesHave we in Joseph an example how the number twelve is easily manipulated: his brethren sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth (Genesis 43)? 

    JTYes, but when we come to what is ministerial in Exodus, we have a different arrangement. The tribes are set in precious stones on the high priests breastplate, but evidently according to the sovereignty of love; according to their names, it is said. This would be the distinction of each in the testimony. Judgment would indicate that the arrangement of the names represents the mind of God as to all, and this would correspond with the ordering of the camp in Numbers. 

    QuesIs Solomons addition suggestive of what comes, apart from affliction? 

    JTThe thought is principally sonship. Apart from that you cannot have addition, in the sense in which we are speaking of it, according to God. Let my son go, that he may serve me(Exodus 4:23). That is the divine thought, and Solomon represents it, so that it is sonship. But then what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? So that Solomon would partake of discipline. Sonship implies that we are consciously in the position, happy and free in it. Solomon is the counterpart of David; they sat on the throne together at the beginning, according to 1 Chronicles 23, and under both we have the opening up of the service of the Levites and priests in courses so as to get the very best out of them. That is what the Lord is aiming at now, to bring us all under His own influence in sonship and in relation to one another in love and holiness. 

    RemIn the opening of 2 Corinthians we have a note that had its spring in affliction. 

    JTYes. The whole epistle of 2 Corinthians may be viewed from that standpoint, it is the energy of life working through death. Sweet odour for God is furnished too: For we are a sweet odour of Christ to God in the saved and in those that perish: to the one an odour from death unto death, but to the others an odour from life unto life (2 Corinthians 2:15,16). We see in the epistle the principle Hezekiah sets out; it is life through death  The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I this day; and from that he goes on to the higher altitude spiritually: we will play upon my stringed instruments all the days of our life, in the house of Jehovah. I suppose he intended to spend the fifteen years in that way, but he did not, as the records show. 

    QuesDoes his history show the pains God takes with every instrument individually with a view to the service of praise collectively? 

    JTYes. He says we will play upon my stringed instruments, as if he were furnishing the instruments and others joined in. Not only had he gained, but others were gaining from his experience. 

    QuesWe who live are always delivered unto death (2 Corinthians 4:11): is that the maintenance of this living condition? 

    JTYes. We who live, that is God taking an account of us thus and putting us through circumstances that help. 

    JHTIn 2 Kings 20, going to the house of Jehovah the third day is stressed. Is it one having faced the article of death? 

    JTJust so. Kings and Chronicles do not give the contribution. I think it is a tribute to Isaiahs part in the service of God that he gives us this. The whole book of Isaiah is full of poetic feeling; we can understand what a man he was from this point of view; adding to what was there, not simply content with what had been. No godly Israelite would read Isaiah without being greatly stimulated. One could point out several songs; more even than appear on the surface, and characteristically he adds this beautiful contribution by king Hezekiah. Men of this kind are very important among the saints of God, men who add things and make them available for all. We, Hezekiah says, meaning others besides himself. As spiritual, we cease to think unduly of ourselves individually and merge with the brethren; and whatever I have is also for others. 

    RemDraw me; we will run after thee!(Song of Songs 1:4) 

    JHTIs it right to say in a general way that Hezekiahs contribution is a psalm, and Jonahs in the nature of a spiritual song, and Habakkuks a hymn? 

    JTThe idea of experience enters into all of them, of course. I should think a hymn is the product of restfulness, that is, those who know how to keep their sabbaths. Habakkuk seems to come near to that. He is perfectly restful in the God of his salvation. He says, Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, though discipline may not be removed from him. Hezekiah was out of the difficulty, the sickness was removed. Habakkuk says, Though the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ... yet I will rejoice (chapter 3:17,18). That is an indication of being in power. The discipline may be there, but he is above it, and he gets on to the highest thought to hand it over to the chief Musician. He is definitely and formatively contributing to the service. Hezekiah is out of suffering and so is Jonah. Jehovah commanded the fish and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. I should think that as writing he had passed through all the experiences that are spoken of, for the book is one. It is one book, and he has gained not only from the extraordinary experiences of chapters 1 and 2, but also what is mentioned in chapter 4. In the latter he tells us of his folly, that he did well to be angry, and then he allows God to have the last ward. The book is evidently the production of a man marked by disobedience, but who through discipline submitted to the will of God. 

    QuesWhat are the thoughts conveyed in the temple and the chief Musician? 

    JTThe temple is important in Jonahs composition: When my soul fainted within me, I remembered Jehovah; and my prayer came in unto thee, into thy holy temple. The element of holiness is there, which is a good addition to Hezekiah. Hezekiah says, the house of Jehovah. Jonah says, thy holy temple. These are thoughts that run together. 

    In Acts, Antioch is of special interest and importance, because we get there a collective product  they were ministering to the Lord and fasting (Acts 13:2). It is the beginning of the service amongst the gentiles. Much is made of the teaching of Barnabas and Saul: for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd (Acts 11:26), so we get an excellent start there and addition follows, particularly in Acts 16, where Paul and Silas were in prison and in praying were praising God with singing. Here we get prayer culminating in praise in Hezekiah, Jonah, and Habakkuk, whether in the house, the temple, or to the chief Musician. 

    RemThe overcomer in Philadelphia is to be made a pillar in the temple. 

    JTThat is a suggestion directly for ourselves because Philadelphia includes the present time. What He promises to the overcomer in any assembly alludes to what the overcomer in that assembly would understand and value, and I think the Lord assumes that the temple of God is understood in Philadelphia. 

    QuesWould Habakkuks rejoicing spirit be the spirit of an overcomer, in the midst of failure? 

    JTIn a very striking way. Indeed we may say all three are overcomers  Hezekiah, Jonah, and Habakkuk. It is the overcomer really that contributes. 

    QuesIs such suggested in the stringed instruments? 

    JTI think that is an allusion to spiritual skilfulness; whereas a wind instrument would denote life. 

    Hezekiah and Habakkuk reach the stringed instruments; Jonah does not. Stringed instruments imply spiritual intelligence, as I said. I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding (1 Corinthians 14:15). The Father of spirits had been dealing with Hezekiah and Habakkuk. God deals with us in regard of our service to Him. The Spirit is my link with God. 

    RemIt is encouraging that God should take up such an one as Jonah; unlikely material, yet he is brought through discipline to this result. 

    JTDo you not think that is the way God takes? Think of working out such glorious results in a family like Jacobs  a most difficult family. Here is a man who had light and yet is sent to preach and did not go. He says he fled to Tarshish because he knew Jehovah was gracious. He was considering his reputation, as if this would be impaired if God did not judge Nineveh. He was angry because He spared the city. But God spared it on the grounds of repentance. Jonah ignored this and boldly said to Jehovah that he did well to be angry; truly a hard man! But in Gods school he comes round and contributes to His service of praise. In writing the book, finishing it with Gods unanswerable vindication of Himself, Jonah justifies Him. God intends us as coming into the fellowship to be contributory to it. In Acts 2 all were contributory, first they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, then in breaking of bread and prayers; and what follows shows they were contributing, everyone as in a community, adding to the community; and then the Lord added to that. 

    QuesDo we find Peter and John adding in Acts 3? 

    JTYes. They stand out from the surrounding state of things, saying to the lame man, Look on us. Peter took hold of the man by his right hand; he did his best for him, and the result was contribution: he walked and leaped and praised God. He was equal to what he was added to. 

  

  
    OUR VOWS (JT 82)
    

    
    
  
  
    OUR VOWS (JT 82)

    1 Corinthians 2: 1 - 5; Jonah 2: 7 - 9; Hebrews 13: 1 - 19

    Paul was determined to know nothing among them save Jesus Christ and Him crucified, the one Man that pleased God, and that Man crucified. These Corinthians were allowing the first man: I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. Paul said, I was with you in weakness; having been among them for eighteen months, he knew what their danger was. Paul said, as it were, I will show you how to disallow the flesh. 

    What is needed in a meeting is a man who can show how to do things, a leader; Paul said, I was with you in weakness, and, instead of displaying his learning, he was simple, My speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of mans wisdom. He did not select words such as the flesh could joy in, but spoke in demonstration of the Spirit and of power; he maintained an outward appearance of weakness. He selected this way of ministry among them because of their danger, because of what was among them. Young converts are likely to take their cue from leaders, hence the leaders should be exponents of what they say. They should walk softly; one who has the truth in his soul states the facts and leaves it. He relies on the Spirit to make it effective, for the natural man can effect nothing. In Romans 8 the carnal mind is enmity against God  for it is not subject  They that are in flesh cannot please God. 

    Jonah said, When my soul fainted within me, I remembered Jehovah. He comes to the idea of the spiritual in the voice of thanksgiving; he has advanced from the natural to the spiritual. He was sent to Nineveh; instead he went to Tarshish; he would make a wide sweep, taking the licence of the flesh; 

    his will was active. God says, I will bring that to an end, I will bring that man back to the spiritual. God leaves no escape for the will: He limits you! Jonah feels his own nothingness; he was powerless, but he said, Yet will I look again toward thy holy temple. If you are going on in the natural, God will come in, He will bring about circumstances, it may be a sick bed or limited circumstances, but you will be limited. It shows you are really His own; if you were not, He would let you go to Tarshish. When one is circumscribed by the discipline of God, he begins to think of God and His people. Jonah praises before he is delivered; Hezekiah after he is recovered. 

    Jonah says, I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that which I have vowed; his prayer is the expression of a fully recovered soul. This shows that discipline has done its work. The principle is that we pay our vows. One is hardly a christian at all unless he has made a vow; in a vow you assume obligation, and you are now no longer free to do your own will. It may be that after that you do your own will, but God will circumscribe you, and will pen you in like Jonah. When you really repent and come back to God, you say, I will pay my vows. 

    In Romans 6 your baptism is an obligation, and in Romans 12 you present your bodies as a living sacrifice. Jonah says, I will pay that which I have vowed. He wants to fulfil his obligations, it is the foundation principle of christianity. You assume your obligations. The vow we have made is an obligation to live for God. Paul said, What shall I do, Lord?. You present your body. 

    In Numbers 30, if a married woman vow a vow in the presence of her husband and he is silent, it stands. So if a christian vow a vow in the presence of Christ and He is silent (which He is) the christian is held responsible, and if the vow is not kept, discipline comes in. The New Testament requires it, you have obligations and you must fulfil them. Joshua said, As for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah. A christian is not worthy of the name if there is not resolve. Ecclesiastes 5: 4 says, When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. We treat altogether too lightly our obligations; when you accept christianity you accept responsibility (1 Corinthians 2). 

    It is nice to compare Jonahs prayer and Hezekiahs; Hezekiah prayed and got the answer; Jonah is still in the place of need, when he says, Thou heardest my voice, ... All thy breakers and thy billows are gone over me, ... Yet will I look again toward thy holy temple. A truly recovered man thinks not only of God but of Gods people where the light of the temple is. 1 Corinthians 2 is to show how they were to be on spiritual lines. God is not dependent on human culture, and Paul laid it aside. The great point in discipline is that God is brought in. Jonah had reached in his soul the light of the temple. Wisdom is not of this world, the perfect man is one whose senses are exercised, and thus he discerns. 

    You do not get much in a meeting, unless there is a leader; it is one thing to be a teacher, but another to lead, to show the way. You lead after Christ, but you do not assume to be a leader. Paul not only had the light, but he could say follow me. A good shepherd is a good leader. When difficulties arise one man must die for the people, the aggrieved one is often the one that dies, the one that suffers is the one that dies. All is effected by the Spirit; we must be on spiritual lines, there must be spiritual instincts. We have the mind of Christ; we have the thinking faculty of Christ, we can think of things as Christ does, we have a faculty according to God, a spiritual mind. 

    Hebrews 13 shows how we arrive at spiritual thoughts. Jonah anticipated it; he offered the sacrifice of praise almost identical with Hebrews 13. Sacrifice and praise can only come when what I am naturally is gone in death. 

    We should be exercised about paying our vows; meeting our obligations as christians; our bodies are to be presented a living sacrifice. 
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    DISCIPLINE CONTRIBUTING TO THE SERVICE OF GOD (JT 85)

    Jonah 2:1 - 10; Habakkuk 3:17 - 19; Malachi 3:16

    JTThe thought came to my mind this morning, and I wish to bring it before the brethren, that the service of God is cumulative; it is not a fixed thing like the service of the Establishment. The Spirit of God continues with us, and there are contributions right to the end, and particularly through discipline. These two chapters in Jonah and Habakkuk are said to be prayers and they culminate in contributions to the service of God, the service of song. They are just samples of what may be found elsewhere in the whole prophetic line, indeed in the historical side too, after David. The thought is brought forward so that we might see how we may contribute and have part in the service in that sense, and that discipline is to be regarded thus. These two chapters are doleful at the outset, but culminate in definite contributions: Jonah says, I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of Jehovah; and Habakkuk says, Whatever happens, however severe the discipline, the government of God, may be: Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ... yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. And then he formally hands it over, as it were, To the chief singer or Musician on my stringed instruments, that is, he had reached that elevation spiritually. And Malachi brings in the thought of sonship without the actual contribution; he suggests there would be those who feared Jehovah and who were pleasing to God, and God says, I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

    Referring back to Exodus 4, where the subject began, Jehovah said to Pharaoh that His son should serve Him. 

    HPWI could not help thinking this morning of a remark J.N.D. made as to angels, that they are never said to sing and that the heart of man is tuned. Is this the way our hearts are tuned as we come into the school of God by discipline? 

    JTThat is the way it stands here. Habakkuks book refers to discipline; he had come to recognise this discipline and the last chapter is said to be upon Shigionoth, the musical instruments, whatever it may mean, but it ends on Neginoth, stringed instruments, as if there is a steady progress. The first part doubtless alludes to what is oppressive and the heart is varied in its expressions, as it is with most of us; as we are in the making our notes are varied, perhaps doleful, but we gradually merge to a higher plane where there is complete deliverance and we breathe another atmosphere. Then, whatever God may allow in His discipline and government, we are unmoved. He says, I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength  a great point to reach, and it is where we are qualified to enter on assembly service when we are thus delivered. 

    PLDoes the dry land referred to in Jonah 2:10 link up with our own territory in that way, as if the spirit of song qualified him to occupy it now? 

    JTThe dry land would be sure footing. What variable exercises he had in the fishs belly. Of course, we may treat his position in the great fish as symbolical of the Lord to a point, but we are speaking of it now from the standpoint of his own experience, and what it resulted in, sure ground; reaching the assembly we are on sure ground; we know where we are. 

    HPWAs with Habakkuk, who really claims the ground as his  my salvation, my strength, my feet, walking upon mine high places  it is what he had made his own. 

    JTThere no stranger-God ..., (76:10) quite so; it is our own territory. 

    BIs this on the line of all things working together for good? 

    JTIt is so, because he was self-willed, showing how God can work out His way in spite of our wills. It was not a casual fish, but a prepared one; all the discipline and the formation of Gods people are not casual or accidental, they are all in purpose; everything is in the mind of God and ordered accordingly. In the discipline of God, although our feelings may be varied and perhaps rebellious at times, yet if a right thought is implanted in our minds and we pursue that, God brings us back to it. Jonah was thinking of holiness: he speaks of Gods holy temple. It is very different from the journey in the boat where there was self-will, getting away from the will of God too. Jonah went down to Joppa, he went down into the sides of the ship  it is all going down, and what is there in it? Sorrowful feelings! But now he is carried back in another vessel, a living vessel, and the idea of life is there, so that he is thinking of God, his mind is in the right direction, prayer, Thy holy temple, and finally he reaches the point himself. 

    FWOIs there a suggestion in the first part of his experience, in the fishs belly, of another kind of going down? 

    JTIt is in a divinely provided vessel, a living creature. The living creatures are characteristically in sympathy with God; we get them in Revelation and in Ezekiel. 

    HPWIs it really that God brings the great question of death right home to our souls, and is that the only way in which our wills are really broken? 

    JTThat seems to be the thought in this chapter, going down in that sense but in a living vessel. 

    FWOWill you open up that thought a little? 

    JTWell, it is different from the ship in which he went to Joppa that men had made, where he had to pay his fare; he is now in the midst of life but still death is felt. The fish goes all the way; it is a divinely prepared vessel. 

    HPWI suppose, if it were actual death and there were no outlook beyond, he would never have been able to speak like this, but it is really in the sense, as pointed out, that he had an outlook toward the temple, the result of having an outlook beyond death. 

    JTYes, it must be discipline, for he is a real child of God, as we say, and capable of going through all this in the divinely appointed vessel. 

    HPWHave you in mind that, if the Lords hand comes upon us in discipline, it is our salvation to see that it is the Lords hand and not merely circumstances, so that it gives us an outlook on life, instead of just death? 

    JTQuite so. He was three days and three nights there  it was a measure of time. It is Jehovahs matter; that is the great thing to grasp, you are in His hands, and it is what He has prepared. 

    FIs that why he says, I will look ... toward thy holy temple? 

    JTWell, he has confidence in God. God knows how much we can stand and everything is measured with Him. So Jonah, it says, prayed unto Jehovah his God  it is his God, a very beautiful thought! He said, I cried by reason of my distress unto Jehovah, and he answered me; Out of the belly of Sheol cried I: thou heardest my voice. For thou didst cast me into the depth, into the heart of the seas. He is having to do with God; it is Gods matter; all is under Gods hand on a measured principle, and he said, I am cast out from before thine eyes, yet will I look again toward thy holy temple. The waters encompassed me, to the soul. It is a real thing; it is tasting the waters. 

    HPWAnd then the comfort of the thought that, Thou heardest my voice. It would be awful to cry and not be heard; the Lord had to know that for us, but we cry and would have the sense that we are heard. 

    JTQuite so. He tells us all; no doubt the germ of it was while he was in the fishs belly, but it is a production afterwards, and therefore it was a fixed contribution. That is, I suppose, how our hymnbook was built up, but these prophetic productions are of the same order and remind us that the service of God is largely a question of singing; that is, the outcome of feelings in appointed channels in a living way. 

    GChapter 1:16 says, The men feared Jehovah exceedingly, then the result would be seen in Jonah. 

    JTWell, they got something out of it. It is in Jonah that the full results are seen. He says, I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; then, I remembered Jehovah; and my prayer came in unto thee, into thy holy temple  the order is perfect. 

    SDoes discipline stand specially in relation to service? 

    JTI think so. It is all in view of God, what He is working out for Himself. Of him, and through him, and for him are all things: to whom be glory for ever (Romans 11:36). We must come to see that. No doubt Jonah would spend some time over this, but he had the germ of it in his soul  Jehovah his God  he had that much before him. And the principle of holiness being worked out is so important in discipline, that I have God before me, and God knows how much I can stand, and it is all on the principle of measure, but He works out the element of holiness  in His holy temple, it is a very beautiful expression I think  Jehovah his God. 

    QuesHow does chapter 4 come in in connection with this? 

    JTI suppose the best testimony we have that Jonah really profited by these things is that he wrote the book. He must have hung his head with shame when he had to write the fourth chapter after the second chapter. Why should I go back on what I have already learnt and complain about God? 

    PLHow he should have taught them to sing in the fourth chapter! They are distressed and put on sackcloth, what a servant he might have been as a prophet! He had brought them into distress, should he not have led them in resulting song! 

    JTYes; you are including the third chapter? 

    PLYes. Is the servants work done that just leaves the soul in distress?  rightly so, maybe  but he did not bring Nineveh to the full thought of God for it in the gospel, perhaps like many an evangelist who does not bring souls on to this dry ground. 

    JTHe certainly did not follow up his teaching. His preaching was of judgment  Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown  the preaching of judgment brought about repentance. Had he gone on with this second chapter, what a change there would have been. 

    PLYes. I was thinking of the evangelists at Philippi; they went on to this in the prison and the prisoners no doubt would have been brought into it. So Paul says to the Philippians, Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice (Philippians 4:4). 

    JTWhat a contribution that singing in the prison was; they prayed and sang praises to God in the prison. What an impression it would make  what a God these men must have! So I suppose this second chapter is the full spiritual result possible after the experience at Nineveh. How patiently God waited on Jonah, preparing a gourd and preparing a worm, and then how God thought of the people in the city; all that should, and doubtless did, affect him, and enter into the book he wrote. 

    HPWYes, he was a very fine evangelist, for when he finishes up in chapter 3, he goes completely out of sight. He exposes his own hardness of heart, but just leaves the matter with a beautiful expression of God, as much as to say, Now, that is really my God. 

    FWOSo that he really learnt another kind of going down. 

    JTQuite so. 

    HPWIs not that what one would like to do in preaching the gospel, to go out of sight, but leave the soul with an impression of God he would never forget? 

    JTQuite so, and God takes up what He can. In the book of Job, He took up Elihus words. This book is a contribution, not only to the service of God, but to the prophetic ministry too, and, certainly, leaving us with God is a great matter. It is only a contribution, none of these books is a finished matter; no minister assumes that the thing he is presenting is a finished thing, he just leaves it open and other things can follow. How many evangelists have been helped by this book? The devil has attacked it and Genesis more than any other books. It is a most valuable contribution to the service of God. 

    WDoes Jacob arrive at this at Bethel? 

    JTWell, he got to sure ground. He was told to go there; that is another thing, the commandment or the ordering of God comes into the Lords supper, and that is a principle, I think, of the house. Jacob was directed to go there, and his name was changed, but he goes further than that, he goes to Hebron, that is dry ground, that is Christ in resurrection; it is like Colossians. On the way he lost Rachel, another pull on his affections, another discipline. The house is not final, it is a provisional thing; it is resurrection and heaven that is the thing for us; the dry land is there. 

    PLWould reaching God in this way enable us to clothe men with redemption thoughts? J.N.D. has a marginal reading of verse 3 of chapter 3, as to Nineveh, saying that the word great city is literally great to God. I was thinking of the deep feelings. 

    JTQuite so. It could only have been great to God in the sense of what was there, the king and those who humbled themselves; it never was greater in its history than at this moment. 

    PLIt was all that was left of it. 

    JTQuite so. We have another book to tell us of the burial of this great city, but now it is great to God in view of Jonahs preaching and what it effected. 

    RemIn two other places it is called the great city. 

    JTYes. It is very like the world in reconciliation; it is great to God because of what is there potentially. It will soon become so odious to Him that He will bury it, but, for the moment, it is the gospel region and God is intensely interested in it in that respect. 

    PLSo it stands in the light of the Lords three days journey which Jonah prefigures here. 

    JTWe might also link it up with the thought of the peculiar treasure in the world. It is a great thing to see, and it ought to be in our minds in preaching, that it is not a judged world we are preaching to. Go into all the world  that is a moral thought  and preach the glad tidings to all the creation  the latter thought is that there is a link with God in all the creation. That is the attitude of our minds in preaching. Paul says, In him we live and move and exist (Acts 17:28); that is a world that is in favour provisionally. Jonah did not like the thought of forgiveness, he preached judgment; but God had more in His mind, and chapter 4 is to bring out that Jonah learnt that too  but before that he was not sympathetic with God as to grace. 

    PLIs it because you have to go out of sight to bring God in on this line that makes Jonah wrathful? The last verse of chapter 3 shows the way that God deals with souls in His grace  is that probably what Jonah resisted? You are lost in the magnificence of the message you render and God fills the vision of the soul. If a soul is blessed it is God who does it, the preacher is nothing in a certain sense. May that not have been, alas, a source of irritation? 

    JTApparently it was here. It says, And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil that he had said he would do unto them, and he did it not  that was grace  but it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. Afterwards Jonah learnt the lesson; he made no attempt, after God had finished speaking, to justify his point of view; that means, he had accepted Gods point of view. 

    PLI thought the contrast was, Jesus Christ might display the whole long-suffering, for a delineation of those about to believe on him to life eternal (1 Timothy 1:16). So the lifting up of hands is not in wrath, but in the dignity and grace of the dispensation. I was thinking of your reference to glory yesterday in this connection, the servants glory being to bring God in as supreme, so it is a savour of life unto life, as we were saying. In Jonah there was life, but Jonahs state was not in agreement with that, there was no savour there. 

    JTYes, Jonah would have had to hang his head and say, How unlike God I was; but when we come to the New Testament and read the epistles of Paul, 

    particularly those to the Corinthians, we see how the glory shone in him  life unto life. 

    HPWJonah, in a sense, would say, I am not worth speaking about; I will just leave you with my God; like John the baptist, he was a voice of one crying in the wilderness  as if he wanted God to come straight out to the repentant soul. 

    JTQuite so. They sent to Jerusalem to make much of him, but, No, he says, I am not fit to unloose His sandals. 

    HPWA remarkable thing that a man should be allowed to make a straight path for God!  Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight his paths (Matthew 3:3). 

    JTThe contribution of Habakkuk is, of course, on higher ground. In the main, Jonahs is an evangelical contribution, but Habakkuk refers more directly to the service of God, for he brings in intelligent contribution. Since the Reformation there has been a remarkable opening up of things evangelically but now we have a subsequent note, the chief Musician is brought in. Jonah does not use any instruments; Habakkuk does, and he tells us what they were. The first would point to elegy, something doleful, but it culminates in firm ground, and what he calls his high places, and God supports him there. I think we have reached a little of that. 

    HPWAs found in separation with the Lord Jesus; He is the chief Musician, is He not? 

    JTI think the revival of the truth implies that Christ is everything and in all, that is, the fresh new man, in Colossians, is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. But Christ is everything in his affections, and in all; there is no room for anybody else in that phase of the new man. I think that enters into what we are saying as to the chief Musician, the whole matter is in His hands. How blessed to reach that in our assembly service; 

    the matter is in the Lords hands, He is the Minister of the sanctuary. That is what developed in the later revival of the truth. 

    PLSo the doxology in Romans would attach rather more to the Jonah setting, while the postscript, alluding to the mystery and what is taken up in Colossians, would attach to Habakkuk. 

    JTQuite so. And then Ephesians is the completion  Glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus. The preposition there is a preposition of power, that is, it is in Christ Jesus. The matter is sure now, he looks at everything in Christ Jesus  To him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages (Ephesians 3:21). 

    HPWThe writer in Habakkuk is brought into the joy of the Lord in his own soul as adjusted through the discipline and then he is conscious that he is a contributor; then he acknowledges the chief Musician, but he still says, on my stringed instruments, but under the direction of the chief Musician. Is that it? 

    JTYes, and I think the stringed instruments allude to the heavenly side. I do not think there are wind instruments used in heaven, no variable notes, but stringed instruments, involving intelligence. A wind instrument involves life, but a stringed instrument involves intelligence: the fingers are used, pointing to intelligence and skill in music. 

    BWere the latter what David had when he came before Saul? 

    JTYes. Heaven is marked by supreme intelligence; a harp is the only kind of instrument mentioned as being used there. I suppose it is that kind of instrument that affords the working out of skill in music; that is what the Lord is helping us on in the assembly, I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also (1 Corinthians 14:15). 

    HPWI suppose a stringed instrument is one that constantly needs to be kept in tune, unlike a wind instrument. 

    JTI do not know much about it, but I can see the manipulation of the strings must require skill to give the right harmony in touch; they naturally weaken in their use. 

    HPWI was only thinking of our own state of soul, how constantly we need to be kept in touch with the chief Musician, otherwise the note seems to lose its tone. 

    JTYes, we must come under Him now. I believe the Lord is greatly helping us on those lines, to get the minds of the saints right and their affections, as to what is proper to the assembly. 

    As regards Malachi, the Spirit of God through him maintains the link. Of course, the subject might be carried right through from David to Malachi. 

    PLWe hanged our harps upon the willows (Psalm 137:2). There is sensitiveness there; they would not use their harps in Babylon; they preserved them in confidence that they would come into use as the fruit of the great revival. 

    JTThat is the idea, I think. They would not sing the songs of Zion in a strange land. The Songs of Degrees would be that they are on the way back where they belong. 

    PLIt would be more a rallying of the saints in a military setting when they go back and build. It says the instruments of David were taken up when the choirs began to move in Nehemiah; would that be an upward movement as they come into something choice? 

    JTQuite so. The Spirit seems to keep a link in Malachi; although it is less exuberant, yet it is there. Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed it, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare. Now, what does that prepare mean? That is the great day when God is carrying out what is before Him. And I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. So that we have the suggestion of Exodus 4, the thought of sonship, carried on to the last book. 

    PLWhile the music is not emphasised, the dignity of the musicians is  they are sons. 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesHabakkuk is marked by being able to see things; would that help in regard to the skilful touch on the stringed instruments applying to our day? 

    JTQuite so, he is able to see things and give an account of what he saw. 

    QuesCan you connect Peter showing how the government of God results in an issue for God, with Jonah; and then Paul more with Habakkuks line; and would John suggest sonship and the persons here? 

    JTWell, I was going to say Malachi is the persons. John 4 is the Father seeking the persons, not the worship, but the persons who worship, and the persons are here; so Malachi brings in his own son that serveth him. We were speaking the other day about preparing; whatever we do Godward or manward, it is not simply the thing that is done, but the person who does it. That is the force of prepare, I think, in these connections. 
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    SONS OF THE RESURRECTION (JT 89)

    Luke 20: 34 - 36; John 11: 41 - 44: Isaiah 38: 19, 20; Jonah 2: 6 - 9

    I wish to speak about the sons of the resurrection, with a view to our souls acquiring increased power, for the resurrection of Christ represents the exceeding greatness of Gods power. It is said that we are raised with Christ through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead, Colossians 2: 12. That faith is the working of God involves His power, never so energetic as when He raised Christ from the dead. So my proposal is to show somewhat of the import of a son of the resurrection. 

    The Lord in Luke 20 alludes to the full thought of resurrection and shows that participation in it implies worthiness. It is not viewed as simply an act of sovereign power apart from the state of those who are acted upon, for the state of those who are acted upon in the resurrection from among the dead implies certain worthiness. The Lord visits the graves of those who have part in the first resurrection. All that are in their graves shall hear His voice, we are told. They are not yet raised. Something has taken place in them enabling them to hear His voice and they come forth; energy is there, divine power energetic is there and they come forth. Earlier in the same chapter, John 5, the Lord said that the hour was coming and even was then, that the dead should hear His voice and they that had heard should live. They are not dead literally, but morally. Still they can hear His voice. Something has happened in them in the way of change from what they had been. That is what is going on, the voice of the Son of God; it has come down the ages, penetrating dead persons, causing them to hear the voice of the Son of God, and in hearing, to live. 

    The next allusion is to the persons who have actually died. Think of the millions who have died. But there are those who will have part in the first resurrection. All the dead will not have part in this. All will have part in the resurrection in some sense, but I have no thought whatever of speaking of the resurrection in which the wicked dead have part; it is an awful thought. They remain in their graves one thousand years after the dead in Christ are raised. They will stand before the great white throne after they are raised. They will come forth to stand before God. The dead, small and great, shall stand before the Lord Jesus as He appears on His throne in judgment. But the dead in Christ that hear and know His voice, come forth as worthy, those who have done good. 

    No one must assume that I am weakening the gospel, but salvation is accompanied by these things. Salvation is not worth the name if it is not accompanied by good works; those that have practised good have part in the resurrection of life. The Lord has all this in mind when He says, They who are counted worthy to have part in that world, and the resurrection from among the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage. He says that they are equal to angels. We have to read Scripture always contextually or we do not get the sense of it. But on this particular point, as He is speaking to the Sadducees, wicked opposers of Christ, He just brings out what is enough to confute their folly, because they did not believe in angels or Spirits. The Lord says to them that those who are accounted worthy of that world are equal to angels. That is enough to prove His point, and then He adds they are sons of God, sons of the resurrection. 

    Now that brings in what I am speaking of, I wish to show how the matter works out today in us as believers, as experiencing the power of resurrection. 

    That is the power that wrought in Christ when God raised Him from among the dead. We become sons of the resurrection, and as sons of the resurrection we are able to face the difficulties of the moment, the terrible opposition that is developing, the evil that is current, and we are furnished with what is available so as to be victorious. All the way through Scripture the prime thought of God is that His people should be victorious. Who is he that gets the victory over the world but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God? Power in the soul goes with that. So it is a question of being sons, not simply children, but sons fully developed in the truth in this particular matter. We learn in part. It is folly to attempt to learn everything at once. We learn in part and the best place for learning is in school, and God has established the greatest school that ever was, and we christians are supposed to be in that school. If we are not in it we are missing it, nor shall we ever become sons of anything that is of God. We have the word sons applied to persons who belong to a country, persons initiated in the plans, constitution and policies of the country. They are sons of the country. In the Scriptures we have sons of light, meaning persons developed in all their senses and capabilities in the light. For such people, when problems come up for consideration, would say, Before I talk on that subject I will get my armour of light and clothe myself in it so that in speaking to anybody about that subject I know what I am saying; I know how to name things. They are sons of light. As the Lord Jesus says, While ye have the light believe in the light, that ye may become sons of light. If I have on the armour of light I will know how to name things. The person I am speaking to may be in darkness. It is a most important thing to know how to name things, so that we become sons of light. There are very few, but it is within the range of all, so that in speaking to persons in business or school, and problems are always coming up, I know what to say, I know how to name things. So also we have sons of Zion, persons versed in the great thought of Zion, the sense of divine counsel that nothing can be moved in the system that God has established. It is thus in many other instances. 

    Now I am speaking about sons of resurrection, because my point is power. The Lord says that sons of the resurrection are not governed by the common custom of men that marry and are given in marriage. Marriage is a divine institution, but the Lord says they were doing that until the day that Noah entered into the ark; it was just human custom. But sons of the resurrection are not governed by that thought. The sons of the resurrection are equal to angels. But the Lord in speaking to the Sadducees, just brings forth things that are necessary. He does not tell them the mystery. Now they are sons of the resurrection, the Lord says, on that account, they are sons of God. Is that all a son of God is; he is just as great as an angel? No, but it is just enough to prove His point. We keep to the point whatever it be. 

    And having this in mind I just wish to bring out the well-known chapter in Johns gospel speaking of the resurrection of Lazarus and bordering on what I am saying. And having arrived at this chapter I want to point out that the great servant Paul had among his exercises the thought that he should attain to the resurrection from among the dead. That does not mean that God should raise him from the dead, but he should attain to that now. Paul would be a son of the resurrection if he attained, as he wished, to the resurrection from among the dead. He is the only one that we hear of having this exercise. He went beyond that, and yet he had not already attained but he went beyond that, for he says, I press toward the mark, not only to the resurrection, but to the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. That takes us to heaven. He does not say heaven but, the calling on high, wonderful verses, of God in Christ Jesus; he was pressing towards it. Of course, the Lord is to come to take you to that point. He is speaking of his own exercises, of the power that works in us enabling us to arrive at it. 

    But I speak only of the resurrection now. He had a desire to attain to the resurrection from among the dead. What a mighty force he would be in this world, so that death lost its power. He says he did not deprecate dying; that was the power he had in his soul. Indeed he said, I die daily. That was his own act of power that he had in his soul and that would constitute him, as I said, a son of the resurrection, for it is the power that works in us, the same power that raised Christ from the dead. The believer pursues. His guide is the armour of light enabling him to see what the thing is and the power to go forward against it. Having done everything, Having done all, to stand. That does not mean having done all I can, that is not what this passage means: you do all that is required. It is only a question of setting our minds to it, the power that works in us. I have strength for all things in him that gives me power; do all things. It is not what we are able to do, but what is to be done. God says, I furnish you with what is necessary. 

    To go to the chapter in John 11, I want to point out what is in mind, that faith should be in the disciples, and He never speaks otherwise except with a view to some believing. It is most instructive to hear what Christ says to the Father, And Jesus lifted up his eyes on high and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me; but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around I have said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. I expect He had spoken to the Father about this great matter before. I thank thee that thou hast heard me. The Lord had always this thought for His utterance that faith should be found somewhere in those who heard. So here, for those who heard, the Lord says these things. Because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. You will find throughout the chapter He had this in mind that there should be believers, and what He has in mind, if He is saying anything through me, is that there should be believers. I have been speaking about schools, the school of God; it is just as great as any other school and we must begin from the bottom and learn one thing after another so as to be educated spiritually. They shall be all taught of God. You do not want to miss the school. In the divine school I learn, and so through this chapter, perhaps one of the best known in a way, but it is intended to make sons of the resurrection. The Lord says, for instance, I know that Lazarus is sick and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there. It is just so that ye might believe. What are these meetings for or these fixed convocations? They are to the end that the brethren should come together and that the Holy Spirit should work that there might be believers, sons of the kingdom, sons of light and sons of the resurrection. These are wide thoughts. Think of being a son of the resurrection. What can overcome you if you are a son of the resurrection? You are beyond the greatest power. The devil turns away. Lazarus is a son of the resurrection so that this chapter, as I said, is full of this and one of the sons of the resurrection, so to speak, is Martha. She had a conversation with the Lord after Lazarus had died. He waited until Lazarus was buried and Martha met Him and they spoke about the resurrection. She says to Him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day. The Lord says, I am the resurrection and the life, too. She is brought to a halt in her soul. This means that, not only has the Lord full power to raise the dead but He is the resurrection, and He explained to her as regards those who are living that he that lives and believeth in Me though he have died yet shall he live. If the Lord were to take us to heaven He would quicken us; though he were dead, says the Lord, the word is, Every one who lives and believes on me shall never die. That is what He told Martha. It is that life which you have now which never dies. He had just fallen asleep. He is making a son of the resurrection out of Martha, a very unlikely case but the Lord accepted it. He pointed out this great fact to her that anyone who believes, if he be fallen asleep in Him, shall live. Then He says further of persons like us, Whosoever ... believeth in me shall never die. Well, it seemed folly to say that, but it is not; it is true because Jesus is the resurrection and the life, therefore the death of the saints is just sleep, asleep through Jesus, a very beautiful thought! It is right for those of us who are older to think of the probability of actual dissolution. When He says that you will never die, He means to say that death is sleep to us, and we will live. The matter is simply if we do not die and we believe in Him, when He comes we will never die. So He says the sons of the resurrection shall never die. It applies in this way that I am speaking of now, but He says to Martha, Believest thou this?. He is making a son of the resurrection out of her. She says, Yea, Lord; I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God. Let us open our hearts to the truth to become sons of the resurrection. I know she was a poor failing woman and when He told them to roll away the stone from the mouth of the grave, she said, Lord, by this time he stinketh. It is a question of faith, one who really believes as Martha did, I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God. Then she goes to tell Mary. So the Lord says it that they might believe. 

    The resurrection of Lazarus made a great stir and they came to see the Lord Jesus and Lazarus also. He says, Lazarus, come forth, and Lazarus is typical of the sons of the resurrection because he came forth bound hand and foot with grave clothes. Power was working in him. No power in the universe could hinder him from coming forth. Power was working in him and the Lord says, Loose him and let him go. He does not put any guard over him; the Lord has confidence in him. As a son of the resurrection he will be used of God to call attention to Christ, and that is what happened. 

    I want to speak of the passages in the Old Testament to point out how Hezekiah and Jonah are, typically, sons of the resurrection. The history of Hezekiah is known to many of us; how he tasted death and came out of it and lived fifteen years more which was plenty to bring out the point. He could have been allowed to live longer if God had wanted to, but he does not. Fifteen is quite enough to prove the point. What could God not do? He caused the sun to go back and it was through the power of God. It is a very simple thing to God. As the Lord says, Ye err, not knowing the scriptures nor the power of God, and so He causes the sun to go back. Well, that is enough to prove the point and so Hezekiah lives fifteen years more. Eternal life is a great extension of fifteen years. That is not connected with what I am saying but sons of the resurrection are not afraid of death. Think of the energy of God to raise him up. There is no power that can stop a believer on those lines. All the power in the earth could not stop Lazarus from coming forth. The power was working in him. The same thing is true now of believers. I have strength for all things in him that gives me power. Hezekiah was sick, we are told, unto death and he went through it, too. I cannot read it, but it is well worth reading. I only want to show that sons of the resurrection contribute to the service of God, they add to it. It is quite right to go on with what there is, but a son of the resurrection will have much, he will add to what there is. So that what we get here is, The living, the living he shall praise thee, as I this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth. It is for our children so that our children grow up in it. It is not simply that I come into what there is of ready-made service, but I add to it. That is what Hezekiah does. He says, The Lord was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the Lord. Hezekiah contributed to what there was. He is a son of the resurrection. We will sing  he has provided a song for them to sing  my songs in the house of the Lord, the very highest notes in which God is to be praised on stringed instruments. 

    Now just a word about Jonah. The Lord Jesus cites Jonah as a sign and He says they will get no other. So that people who deny the book of Jonah will get no other sign. It refers to the death of Jesus, three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. He says, I went down to the bottoms of the mountains. The earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my God. When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord; and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. How many there are who ridicule the book of Jonah. He is plain in regard of them now, saying of them that observe lying vanities that they forsake their own mercy, forsake the mercy of God in Christ. Then he goes on to say, But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord. The fish vomited him out. This is a very searching word. A christian is not worth a name that has not vowed. The point is not that you have not vowed but have you paid your vows? some may not have identified themselves with the Lord and His people, but have put it off. The Lord is calling upon you now to pay your vows. Jonah says, I will do it. I will pay that that I have vowed. There is no other way out but through God. Salvation is of Jehovah, not that He may not use these things as He doubtless does, but faith says, Salvation is of Jehovah. Have I paid my vows? Has not God a controversy with me in what is happening? Have I paid my vows in what is happening? I will pay, Jonah says, and then he adds, Salvation is of Jehovah. Is He not a God to be paid? Why should He be left out of all my payments? God keeps books. Jonah says, I am going to see to it that I will pay my vows, I am going to think of Him. Why should we leave Him out of all our reckonings, why not look into the ledger and see what is due? Much will happen but it is waiting the state of the saints. What God is looking for is state, an answering recompense so that it is time to wake up and see if God is not speaking to me; has He not a voice to me? I may perhaps see His hand delivering as soon as I pay my vows so that I will say, Salvation is of Jehovah. 
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    PRAISE ARISING FROM PRESSURE (JT 98)

    Jonah 2:1,2; Jonah 2:7 - 9; Acts 16: 25

    I thought it would encourage us to look at these passages as setting forth the way in which the praise of God ascends to Him out of circumstances extraordinarily trying to the flesh. We are reminded of the Lords word to the woman in John 4 as to the worship of God, Neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem. No, it is not a question of place but of the state of the worshippers: They ... must worship him in spirit and truth. 

    These three men furnish us with examples of that state of soul which answers to Gods mind, and that not in easy but extremely trying, indeed unparalleled circumstances. Certainly Jonahs position was a unique one although it was a fish prepared; it is well to note that he had to accept the judgment of God, denoted in the waves. They were more powerful than the mens oars, and were Gods means of thwarting Jonahs self-will. Jonah accepted the judgment of God. God had anticipated him, and had prepared a fish to swallow up Jonah. In that way it was a vessel in Gods hand for the preservation of His servant, but, though an instrument of salvation, it was also one of discipline to him. Jonah had to learn in those extraordinary circumstances the bitterness of his own way, what folly it was. But in learning he turned to God Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God. Jehovah had not ceased to be his God. He prayed to God out of the fishs belly. What extraordinary circumstances! Yet the work of God in him was such as to enable him to recognise Jehovah as his God at the bottom of the Mediterranean, for he says, I went down to the bottoms of the mountains. The circumstances were not great enough to prevent his crying to God; the light was not dimmed, rather the reverse: Jehovah is before his soul, Jehovah his God; as Paul says, My God. Jonah cries out of the fishs belly: I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me. I want to notice that among other things the worship of God is not affected by outward circumstances. It is the state of soul He is concerned about; circumstances may be used to bring to account, but what He thinks of is His own product that He has formed within. It is that formation He takes account of. So Jehovah heard. Then Jonah says, Thou heardest my voice, not only prayer, but my voice. It was altogether outside the range of science, it could not be heard naturally, but Jehovah heard his voice; it was pleasing to Him: Let me hear thy voice, Song of Songs 2: 14. He loves to hear it, and Jonah is conscious of that, and so he says, When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord. There was first the affliction and then he begins to faint in such unparalleled surroundings, consciously alive in the fishs belly. But, I remembered Jehovah overcame the fainting: And my prayer came in unto thee, into thy holy temple. Though he is in the fishs belly, his prayer finds its way into Gods temple. It is not an outward visible building, but ourselves, the church; it is not controlled by place. Gods work in the soul finds connection with His temple. So it must be a prayer devoid of all selfish motives to find a place there, in His holy temple. There was no disparity between the prayer and the temple. The product of the work of God in him becomes at home in that which is of God. I speak of that because of what holy prayer is. God is before his soul. 

    Now look at verse 9: I will sacrifice ... I will pay that which I have vowed. He resolved to do that, so God brought about a worshipper, not only a servant. The circumstances in which we are help us not only to be in subjection to the Lord, but to be constituted worshippers. The result is a voice, not only in prayer, but of thanksgiving, not words but a voice. God loves that. Hence our hymns afford means by which our voices are heard by God, tuned by the Spirit and mingled together by Him. 

    So I go on to Psalm 22, where we get a parallel; our Lord is heard from the horns of the buffaloes. Think of such circumstances; caught in the horns of the buffaloes. That is where He was. But He says, Thou hast heard me from there. Again it is not out ward position that is of account, but state. The Lord was heard from there. Now the next verse, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. Now He is in the circumstances of praise in which He desires to be, leading the praise in the midst. He declares what He knew infinitely. He prayed to the Father from the cross. Now in resurrection He declares the name to His brethren, so that all may be in accord with His thoughts. There is no discipline in singing. The praise of the assembly is conducted by the chief Musician, and God now dwells amid the praises of the assembly. That is where praise is henceforth. 

    And so it occurred to me that these cases in which worshippers are seen, show us that our outward circumstances, though used in discipline, do not interfere with Gods obtaining from us what He seeks The Father seeks such, John 4: 23. 

    I might add that in Revelation 11: 1 the worshippers are measured, not only the temple and the altar, but the worshippers themselves. That is they correspond with the temple, all divinely measured. It is very comforting. 

    So I would link on Acts 16 as a further illustration of praise ascending to God from circumstances of adversity. It says, Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing. They were conscious of need but their prayer led to praise, and the prisoners listened to them. And God was listening too. The praises of the two martyrs found their way into the holy temple and were fragrant to Him. Their prison, so to say, becomes a temple; there is complete triumph and the prisoners get the benefit of it. The words show it was not forced on their ears; they listened. It was a pleasant sound. 

    This is all intended to encourage us to see what a yield there is to God in adverse circumstances. They are intended to bring that about. The sweet psalmist of Israel was a great sufferer. Remember for David all his affliction. Great sufferers spiritually are great singers. In them God gets His pleasure. 

    It will help to have this before us. The circumstances here are extraordinary but they have served to draw out the sympathy of the saints; I speak from personal knowledge. You are much on our hearts. But it is the divine yield, that which is for God, that is the great thing, and we are encouraged to believe that it is so with you, that He is getting His yield, and that it will be so. 
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    THE CONTINUANCE OF CHRIST IN THE SAINTS (JT 96)

    Luke 24: 34 - 36; Jonah 3: 10; Jonah 4: 1 - 11

    I have in mind to seek to show how God intended to continue here what Christ was as Man before men, and in the midst of His own. He said when challenged as to Himself that He was altogether that which He said to them. Altogether that which I also say to you, He says (John 8: 25). That sets out the idea of the candlestick in the type; its own ornamental function is called attention to. That is what the light is accredited by, that through which it comes, otherwise it must remain light without a model, the thought being that the effect of the testimony is that it becomes like that through which it comes, that those who are affected by the truth become like the Person or persons through whom it comes; so that there is not only light but example, or model; so that the formation may be in keeping with it, and thus there is the great continuance of the divine thought, of the thought of God. And in this respect I may say, dear brethren, that all is on the principle of faith at the present time. Christianity has lapsed (and began to lapse almost as the apostles departed) into a sight system, a system that was comprehensible by the natural mind and was, in fact, the product of that mind. It took form among the Greeks and was adopted, and the truth of christianity incorporated with it was so mixed and adulterated and lowered to the level of the human mind, that it has become one of the sciences, that which is called theology; whereas the divine thought was something altogether outside the range of the natural mind, the natural man all the time being responsible, but the testimony was presented to faith, on the principle of faith. Luke 7 has ofttimes been produced to prove that forgiveness was to man in his natural state, whereas in truth it was to faith. We have to understand the gospels by the epistles. It is a mistake to read the gospels so as to understand the epistles; the epistles teach us what the gospels mean. The epistle to the Romans says that righteousness of God is on the principle of faith to faith, and moreover in chapter 4 it is said that it is on the principle of faith that it might be according to grace, being the predominating thought in the public testimony; in fact it is that which reigns; it reigns; and reigning in Scripture is absolute; but it reigns in relation to what is morally in keeping with it, that is, righteousness. Grace reigns through righteousness, and it would not be righteous to assume that man as in the flesh could be reinstated and set up, for it is said, Grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life. It is not righteousness to assume that man in the flesh is set up in eternal life. It is a question of faith, and faith lays hold of another order of man. So the apostle says it is on the principle of faith, that it might be according to grace. Man in the flesh does not really relish grace; he relishes works; he will go to a point in regard to works, because that recognises him; whereas God has put the gospel on the principle of faith, so that grace might reign, that it might be altogether grace. Hence, in Luke 7, when the Lord applies the gospel, it is Thy faith has saved thee. Thy faith, that is to say no one comes into it otherwise, nor is it intended for any other. It is on the principle of faith to faith, whilst all are under responsibility to hear. 

    Well, I wanted to show how this thought of continuing was to be in grace, but really that all that Christ was as Man here before men, and amongst His own, was to be now in resurrection, as our text says in Luke 24, and that is to be continued. And so in dealing with the subject of life, John says, That which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes ... and our hands handled, 1 John 1: 1. It is a substantial thing that is to be continued. Now I want to show briefly how this works out, dear brethren. It is in the gathered saints, that is, in the assembly as properly constituted that the resources are, the resources for the support, not only for the preaching verbally, but for the support of the preaching by the example of it, by the vessel which is according to Christ, the true Candlestick. And so the two that had been restored at Emmaus return to Jerusalem and find the eleven and those who were with them. The eleven in themselves could not constitute the assembly; they constitute competent testimony as to who Christ was, what He said and did, but they could not constitute the assembly. The assembly is the pillar and base of the truth. The apostles are not said to be that; they represent authority; they represent what is best from Gods side in the way of testimony, but they do not constitute the assembly; hence they find the eleven, and those with them, gathered together. And as they were saying certain things  I wish you to follow this suggestion, dear brethren  they were saying certain things, and what they were saying is to continue, as exemplified in them and so carried down. They found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together; the two that had been restored did not take back seats; it is not well to take back seats until we are obliged to by the directions of the assembly; there is as much will in taking a back seat as there is in taking a front one; it is all a question of order, of regulation, of the spirit of control; they were perfectly free, and although a little while before their backs were on Jerusalem, they are now in it again. They left it, and now they are back in it again; and in it, they find the eleven, and those that were with them, and grace prevails. That is one great thought to get hold of; they were saying, The Lord is indeed risen. It is a place of certainty; the assembly is a place of certainty; it is very doubtful whether persons who do not know the assembly are really certain of things; very doubtful. I do not unchristianise them, but it is very doubtful if they are spiritually certain of things if they do not know the assembly; that is where certainty is. The Lord is indeed risen. Why put in that word indeed? It is to call attention to the certainty that was there. It is no mere orthodoxy like Martha saying, I know that he will rise again. That is what she said about her brother; that was orthodox, which is cold; but these people were saying, The Lord is indeed risen. There is no doubt about it,and has appeared to Simon. The certainty of the resurrection was set out, was expressed in grace. He appeared unto Simon! That is to say, Simon, having been a sinner, one who turned aside, like a deceitful bow, at a critical moment, is spoken to by the Lord Jesus risen from among the dead! Grace is there; grace is reigning there, at least so far as their words are concerned. And then, the next thing is the Lords supper. The two from Emmaus said that He was made known to them in the breaking of bread. There is no doubt about that; they had seen Him with their eyes. Well now, how are these great thoughts to be continued? It is as they were saying these things that Jesus Himself stood in their midst. The continuance of these things that they were saying, the exemplification of them right down to our day, could only be by Jesus in the midst, known in the midst. Hence, those who neglect the assembly do not pay attention to the Scriptures, though they speak of them; there are many students of Scripture, many have well-thumbed Bibles, well marked Bibles, but they know nothing about the assembly. They rightly go by their Bibles, but then we want something concrete. The assembly is the realm of that; it is where substance is, where concrete evidence is, where we learn what Jesus is, not only what He says, but what He is. He says I am altogether that which I also say. You have got to get that thought, and where would you get it? It is not merely by the fact that Jesus has died, and has risen and gone into heaven; there is more than that, beloved, and if there is one heart who has never thought of it in this way before, I would urge upon him that confirmation is in the assembly and continuance in the testimony necessitate the assembly if we are to have something more than a mere objective Christianity. And I doubt whether those who do not know the assembly (but every Christian is of it) have formation spiritually. I do not deny their faith, that Jesus died, rose again and has gone into heaven, and is coming again, but verification is by the Spirit, but by the Spirit as He brings Jesus to us, or as Jesus comes to us through the Spirit. It is persons who are in the apprehension of the assembly, as I am speaking of it, that continue the thought, the thing itself, the candlestick itself, so that the light shines over against the candlestick. 

    Well now, I want to show, just briefly, from Jonah, the negative side of what I am speaking of. Here we have Jesus himself stood in their midst, that is to say it was Jesus really; it was not a representation of Him; it was Himself; it was the real presence of Jesus. Now we have no corporeal presence, but we have a real presence, that is, by the Spirit. It is no less real. The Holy Spirit is quite competent to give us the sense of a real presence, and an understanding, too, so that we apprehend it, and bear about something of His qualities, so that people take notice of us that we have been with Jesus. There are those who take much more liberty with Jesus than they are entitled to. The Lord is surely entitled to His rights, and His rights are in the assembly. The assembly forms the sphere of His rights. The world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live. I believe there are many who speak about Jesus, and their acquaintance with Jesus, who nevertheless do not know the assembly, and refuse the truth of it, maybe; that is a very mixed setting, which does not make for a real representation of Jesus, nor for the setting out of what He is as risen and glorified in heaven, for that is the Jesus of christianity; it is not only the Jesus of the gospels, not even the Jesus who is seen in the ends of the gospels as risen, but the Jesus that is in heaven, His own sphere, the place to which He is indigenous, for He is heavenly. The gospel involves that, the bringing out not only of a new order of man, but of a heavenly Man, for as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. How great that word is! That is the thought for every subject of the gospel, every believer, and that is to be reflected here; that is really the testimony in its fullest sense  the setting out of Jesus as He is in heaven. So, as I said, as they were saying these things, that the Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them. So that what we are saying to one another, the truth of the resurrection and ascension of Christ, and the grace that goes with that, and the breaking of bread, is all confirmed, all carried forward, by the coming in of Jesus, Jesus Himself! It is no less real than that, the coming in of Jesus known in the assembly. It is I myself, He says, and He recognises what is amongst us, however little. Have ye anything here to eat? That is, we are sustained here by His coming in, and He ate and drank before them, as Peter says, that is, as a real Man. 

    Well now, in Jonah we have the converse of this, and I want to just dwell on it a little, so that we might question ourselves as to whether we are of the Jonah class, conversant with the gospel, preaching the gospel, and yet, out of keeping with it. Our converts are let go; he went out of the city; he did not stay with them. He is of the ostrich kind of preacher; according to what was intended to be presented, there was a wonderful opportunity for assembly formation in that great city (I mean according to what we may understand spiritually), and yet what you find is that Jonah goes outside. Think of leaving your converts like that! He was displeased, in fact, that they became converts, and he left them, these converts, to see what would become of the city! He is outside. The Lord Jesus did not stay outside. He came in, and He says, It is I myself. How many there are who have preached the gospel in our own times, and God has used them, too; there were converts, and they came into the light of the assembly, but the preacher stayed outside; many of these converts were hindered, too, they never got in. Jonah built a but for himself, that is to say, he would take care of himself; he was selfish, but selfishness of this kind deprives us of the best. Unselfishness brings us into the best. Why not stay in the midst of the city? Look at that sackcloth, covering these people, and covering their beasts! Never was such a thing known or seen! Not only themselves, but their beasts were covered with sackcloth! They are worthy people; they are not people to be turned away from. People who repent are respected in heaven. Why should I turn away from them? If there is anyone here who is turning away from those who are marked by repentance, you are depriving yourself of the best there is. You are thinking of yourself, it may be. You are selfish, but in truth you are depriving yourself of the best. 

    He went out and built himself a booth. He is going to have a good time with himself! Well, he will not have a very good time, a man that lives with himself, or in himself, or by himself is not going to have a good time. God loves him too well to let him have a good time. He went outside of the city; he left God behind, as we might say. The people were repentant, and God takes account of repentance; God is not going out of the city; God has come into the city; and one great feature of christianity is that it is set up in cities. Paul was told to go into the city; Jonah went out of the city. You may say, Well, it is right to go out of the world; but God is in the city, and God is working in the city, and there is sackcloth in the city; it must be a spiritual thought, for you would wonder where they could get all the sackcloth, to cover themselves and their beasts; it was an exceeding great city, but there is plenty of sackcloth; it is a question of repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Jonah went outside. It may be there are some here tonight who are outside. It may be you are serving the Lord, and the Lord may be using you, as He used Jonah, and your converts are elsewhere. They have found an inheritance amongst the sanctified; and you have not. It may be you are alone in a booth of your own construction. God will not forsake you; that is not the God He is. He is a gracious God. Jonah had quite a knowledge of Him; so have you. But your booth is of your own construction. I have no doubt that God in grace pays attention to these booths that are constructed by such persons. It says, God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. Now this is a very solemn presentation of a certain negative phase of the truth, and it is current. Where people turn their backs on the work of God, even although like Jonah they have had part in it themselves, and go outside the city, and build something of their own choice, they say, Well, the blessing of God is with us; see what He has done for us; He has caused this gourd to come up. Yes, God would help you along, because you belong to Him. He never loses sight of His own, and grants them mercies, and you may comfort yourself that you are in a right position because of the mercies, but you are deluded. Guidance is not by providential mercies; guidance is on the principle of faith; guidance is according to what God presents of Himself in righteousness. The light of God in that respect is accompanied by repentance in men. He is moving there; you will find Him there, not in the way of providential mercy, but He has a habitation there. And if you are trusting in the intermittent mercies of God, and counting upon these as guidance, you will be bitterly disappointed. Life is not there. Life is not in isolation, however well furnished your booth may be, however ornamented! Life is not there, and the intermittent mercies of God that come to you there are not guidance, are not assurance, are not intended to be assurance that your booth is Gods booth. It is still your booth. The mercy is for you to assuage your grief, but then it is short-lived, whereas what the gospel proposes is long-lived; it is eternal. 

    And so Jonah is bitterly disappointed. That is the word; you may be sure that you will be bitterly disappointed if you are in isolation even although you may be signally used of God, or if you are not where God is where He is among those who repented. 

    He requests for himself that he should die, and he has the hardihood to say to God, I do well to be angry. It is a hardening kind of an atmosphere, to be outside the sphere of the divine operations in this scene. It is a hardening atmosphere. So that there is no change; the mercy of God as it has passed, 

    leaves the poor rebellious servant in the same state; there is no change in his state; he is still doing well to be angry. How serious it is to be in a state of rebellion against a God whom you know, for Jonah really did know God; he knew Him objectively; he knew Him to be a gracious God, but why did he not stay where Gods grace was operating? Why did he not stay in the realm of grace, where it was operating so manifestly that the king and the whole city were coming under the influence of it, and covering themselves with sackcloth; so that God repented Him of the evil? Why not stay there? There will be no disappointment there. What you come into there really is what is abiding, not a passing providential mercy, but an abiding thing. I am speaking now from the standpoint of the New Testament; you can only speak of the Old Testament rightly in that way; and where you have repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, you have what God can identify Himself with. Why not stay there? Why not find that sphere and be in it and abandon the booth of your own building? You will get in that sphere much more than a gourd, coming up in a night and withering in a night; you will get what is permanent; God is there; the Holy Spirit is there; God is dwelling there Spirit-wise, and as I said already, Christ comes there. So that there is a constant impression of Christ, and those that are there become like Him; they have all drunk into one Spirit; they are satisfied. The epistle to the Corinthians shows that those who form the assembly of God all drink into one Spirit. Poor Jonah! if he drank at all, he drank alone. Christianity is the very opposite to being alone; it is a collective thought. We all drink into one Spirit, we are all partaking of the same food; they are all alike in that sense; they have the means of sustenance there, and they are satisfied; they are not angry. If anger is a necessity it is not to last overnight. Let not the sun go down upon your wrath. There may be need for it; but it is not continued. Those that are in Gods booth, beloved, are satisfied. The trees of the Lord are satisfied; they are not complaining; they are not angry characteristically; certainly they are not angry with God; there is no cause for being angry with God; no, if you are angry with God you are in a serious state of soul. Are you complaining against God? He bears long with us, but He is slow to anger. But these people who are angry with Him are not doing well; anger is not one of the works that God has prepared for us to walk in; He has prepared good works for us to walk in, and anger is not amongst them. So Jonah did not do well to be angry, although he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death; we have this remarkable testimony to the grace of God to His servant, and God has not changed a bit. If there is anybody here who feels like Jonah, the same God would plead with you; it is beautiful to see how He reasons with His servant, and apparently His servant continued angry. I do not say he died angry; I do not believe he did; I believe he wrote this book, and the writing of the book is the testimony to the fact that he regretted his course. 

    And so it is well not to continue to be angry. If there is a state of complaining against God it is well to pause, and to listen to what He has to say. It says that the gourd came up in a night, and perished in a night; it was a transient bit of mercy, that you might know what I can do, but, He says, Inside the city there are one hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle, should I not be merciful to them? What a pleading that is! And what is the thought, beloved, but that we might leave our own booths, and return to Gods, or if we have never been in it at all to find it, and drink into one Spirit, where you will find satisfaction, for the principle of Gods house is that we are all satisfied. A complaining person in it is extraneous, is foreign, it is a place of soul satisfaction, where we do not say we do well to be angry, and ask God to kill us! How poor that is, to put God in the attitude of slaying His servant! He does not do that; He does not do what Jonah asks Him to do. He loves us too well; He wishes to bring us into His own sphere, into His booth, where He is known, where all are satisfied, where the Spirit is, and where Jesus comes. Surely the most beautiful thought in the assembly is that as they were saying these things Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, not simply in the midst, but in the midst of them, as if they were in His mind; they were so pleasing to Him. Hence there is the continuance of what He is as known thus by those who are gathered together, who know what it is to assemble themselves together. 

    Well, that was what I had in mind. May God use these thoughts to promote the thought of grace, the predominance of it, that grace may reign, that we may be the exponents of it, the thing continued in us. 
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    DIVINE CLOTHING (JT 99)

    John 19:4,5; John 19:23, 24; 2 Corinthians 5: 3; Jonah 3: 3 - 10; Luke 15: 22

    These scriptures speak about clothing, and it is in mind to speak of clothing as it enters into the truth of the gospel. It has a wider bearing, but the intent now is to confine what is to be said to the gospel. The short verse in 2 Corinthians warns us that, although we may be clothed from our own point of view, the judgment of God will bring to light that we may be naked, as it is said, If indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. I read in John 19 to call attention first to certain clothing that our Saviour wore, which was put on Him in derision, and then, secondly, to His own clothes, some of which were parted into four parts, but lots cast for the body-coat. 

    Now as to the first, you will observe that Pilate calls attention to Christ as garbed in a purple robe, crowned too with a crown of thorns. I dwell on this so as to make what I have in mind clear, believing that it foreshadowed what is now historical in the testimony of God, that many who call attention to Him clothe Him with garments of their own making. One could mention some of these garbs which were never intended by God to be worn by Christ. It was never intended that He should be presented to men with such clothes, a purple robe and a crown of thorns, both provided by His enemies. Pilate did not plait the crown of thorns, but he accepted Christ with it, and with the purple robe put on Him. He had Christ before Him with it and with the purple robe put on Him. He had already scourged Him, and then brought Him forth robed in this way. 

    Now I mention all this lest there may be those here who have been accustomed to hear of Christ as clothed with other garments than those that are properly His own. We may be sure that what is presented to us in this way will affect us, and the more we are affected by clothes put upon Christ, not His own, the more defective will our christianity be. Let it be-to make is very pronounced-a Mohammedan Christ; for that apostate system does not wholly repudiate Him; but what a Christ! What a misconception of Christ they present! The gospel is the gospel of God, beloved friends, concerning his Son (come of Davids seed according to flesh, marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead). There can be no question as to His Person as presented in the gospel, no suggestion of human-made clothes being put on Him. It is the Christ of God, the Son of God, that is presented, as the apostle Paul says, The Son of God ... has been preached by us among you (by me and Silvanus and Timotheus)-a threefold witness, presented at Corinth, of His glorious Person! 

    How utterly foreign to Christ were the crown of thorns and the purple robe, put on Him derisively by His enemies! The apostle Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus would never robe Him thus; they would present the glorious Person free from all mere human thoughts. And then we see the Roman or the Anglican presentation of Christ, and so with many other denominations. Not that I am attacking any religious system, but we want the Christ of God in the gospel if we are to be rightly formed and rightly fitted for the divine purpose as to us. It must be the Christ of God as He is presented to us by the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures. 

    Now think of the incongruity of a man scourging the Saviour and then presenting Him in this garb! Think of what is behind it! He said, Behold the man! and yet he scourged Him. Is it not possible, beloved friends, that Christ is being presented in similar circumstances? Persons may scourge Him in the sense of persecuting and detracting from His Person or His doctrine. The Lord Jesus feels these things; and yet such men still stand up and present Christ. It is their own Christ, their own clothing they put on Him, and I am speaking thus so that everyone here may know that God has His Christ in the gospel. It is that Christ I seek to present; the Son of God ... Jesus Christ our Lord, marked out. It says, marked out Son of God; not only by the voice from heaven, which proclaimed Him at the Jordan and on the mount of transfiguration, but also marked out distinctly in power by the resurrection from among the dead. That is the Christ whom God presents in the gospel. 

    Then there is another thing. The persons who crucified Him, evidently four soldiers, parted His garments among them. These were not the garments put on Him derisively; they were His own garments, those He wore in the days of His flesh. That is another side, and there may be someone here who has clothed Him in his mind with some of those four parts. One of those parts can never present a whole Christ. Such persons can never have a whole Christ. No sect can rightly present the Christ of God. I am not saying that persons in it may not, but the very idea of a sect is incongruous in regard to the testimony of God. The suggestion here is that the very murderers of Christ, the crucifiers, those who officially put Him to death, divided His garments. What is the suggestion? It is that His garments are taken on, and yet they crucify Him; taking on the garments of One who is only thought worthy of a gibbet; think of the incongruity of that! There are four parts; to each soldier a part. Each soldier as he wore that part would present some little thought of Christ, but underneath that part there was the state in the man which would drive the nails into His hands! Will that garment suffice when God begins to reckon with men? No! It will not. Anyone trusting to a garment like that will be found naked. 

    It may be there is someone here who is trusting to a part of Christ. You need a whole Christ. The whole Christ of God is the subject of testimony, and no less than that. Anyone trusting in less than that, I warn you, will be found naked although you may think you are clothed. There are those who believe in Christ, and talk about Him, who do not believe in His deity. No one can be saved who does not believe in the deity of Christ. There are those who do not believe in the necessity for the blood as in the atonement. Such a Christ will not save you; without blood-shedding there is no remission. 

    Well, you say, what about the body-coat? It was woven throughout, it was not parted. Surely they have a whole Christ! But have they? There is a system that, professedly, accepts every word in the Bible as inspired. They believe in every doctrine of Scripture professedly. There is a system like that, the greatest system numerically and influentially; but what is underneath this whole Christ that they talk about? Is it love for Christ? I do not think so. I think it suits them to take the whole matter on, as if to be exclusive. It is just man; it is just the same sort of spirit as the one who has got a fourth part of the clothing. It suits that system to make much of the clothing of Christ, according to what He was here, and to profess to have a whole Christ and a whole christianity, to have God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; and yet there is the absence of all that characterises true christianity. 

    If there is anyone here in such a system I warn you: do not trust in that. The gospel presents righteousness, not a mere profession; it is not mere external garments, however seemingly they are like Christ; the gospel brings righteousness. Righteousness of God is manifested ... towards all, and upon all those who believe. It is not a question of a mere outward garment, there must be righteousness. And then not only that, it is Christ in heaven that is presented in the gospel. It is not simply Christ as He was here after the flesh, but Christ who died for our sins and who was raised again by the power of God for our justification who now is seated at Gods right hand in heaven. It is the Christ of God in heaven that is presented in the gospel, and that is what the best robe means-the only garment that will stand and will prevent us from being naked. 

    Now that is what I want to come to. In Corinthians the solemn question is raised, If indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. This word is for anyone here who may have been trusting in any one of these four parts of the Lords clothing, or even in the whole body-coat, without righteousness. You will be found naked. You may be able to say to the Lord, Thou hast taught in our streets and Have we not ... through thy name cast out demons ... ?. But He will have to say, I never knew you. Could anything be more terrible at the last moment, at the final assize, when the judge will have to say that to you? For with all your mere religious clothing you have not the righteousness of God which is by faith; you have not appropriated the blood of Jesus; you have not really repented towards God. How terrible it will be to hear Him say to you, I never knew you! How urgent it is, beloved friends, that you should get the right kind of clothing! The divinely-provided clothing for salvation, and for eternal glory, too. For the present time is peculiarly the time of salvation: that the elect may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. That is a wonderful touch for the last days; it is found in 2 Timothy 2: 10. 

    Jonah is to call attention to repentance. That is the crucial matter; that is what we shrink from. What a sorrowful reflection, dear friends, that with the myriads of nominal christians, how little the idea of repentance towards God is understood. There are those going about in christendom in groups, who are enlarging on repentance and confession to men, but the gospel carries with it the idea of repentance towards God. That is the first thing; it is repentance towards God. No other repentance, no other confession has any moral virtue in it. Not that confession to one another is not right, but confession towards God is the first thing, as the man who smote upon his breast began his spiritual career saying, God, have compassion on me. It is no question of sharing, as they call it, with a fellow man. The first thing is repentance towards God, getting alone with God, and having matters out with God who knows you. O God, have compassion on me, the sinner, not a sinner, but the sinner, as if there were not another; and in truth that is how you feel when the Spirit of God brings home to you the sense of sin. 

    And so this remarkable book of Jonah fits in here in a striking way, and we can understand how the enemy in what is called modernism seeks to get rid of this book of Jonah. I have seen a large volume, giving an account of the research of certain great leaders in religion in which they triumphantly say that they have found the truth of the death and resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ to be established by fact; and alongside of that they deny the authenticity of the book of Jonah. They would seek to get rid of a wonderful part of scripture wherein God has given us an illustration and foreshadowing of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ; and not only so, but it is a wonderful witness to the power of the testimony of God in bringing down the great king of Nineveh and the Ninevites, even down to the dust of repentance. It is one of the finest pieces of scripture for these latter days. The enemy of our souls, through modernism, would endeavour to get rid of this precious little book of four short chapters. 

    I am speaking of the third chapter particularly, and what comes out is that this servant of God, after being raised from the dead, as it were, is sent to Nineveh, and we are told he spoke the word of Jehovah. He entered into this great city Nineveh and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!. Jonah preached. That was enough; the Spirit of God was there to make the word effective. We have prayed for this meeting, the brethren and myself, that the Spirit of God might be with us. The Spirit of God is down here, a divine Person on earth, who particularly is present at such meetings as this, and as the preaching proceeds, He operates in consciences and hearts, and that is what happened at Nineveh. Men were going about their business, as usual, in that great city, but they were arrested by this remarkable testimony of Jonah, and men generally began to move in repentance, and the king began to move. What a visitation for that city of Nineveh, when God sent His servant to it! His Spirit also was present with the preacher to effect conviction of sin in the Ninevites. It was a general matter, the wind was blowing, the wind of conviction, the irresistible power of the Spirit of God was operating, and men were brought down. It was a real thing, a real feeling of conviction of sin before God, and not only so, but they turned from their wicked works. 

    Let no one think that if he gets light into his soul he can go on as before; that is not conversion. Do not talk about yourself as a convert if you only believe the terms of the gospel, without any change in your life. That is not conversion. These men gave up their wicked deeds, we are told, and put on sackcloth. Nineveh was a large city; think of the amount of sackcloth needed! The infidel might say, Impossible! 

    But nothing is impossible with God, and certainly not spiritually; sackcloth represents the inward repentant attitude of mind of the sinner, and there might be sackcloth therefore to cover every man in Nineveh. But one has marvelled at it, that we should have this remarkable kind of material called sackcloth in such quantity in Nineveh, so that every man could clothe himself in it. What does it mean? It means that every person, to a man, turned to God and if there is anybody here like the Ninevites going on in sin, will they not come to God? It is a terrible time of sin in this present day; the world is seething in it. The wicked woman that flatters with her mouth is ready to entice you into sin; it is a wicked world. 

    There may be some here who are going on in it, and you have turned in here for some reason, and God would turn your attention to the sackcloth here, right by you. It is as if God would say, I will allow you to wear it. It is said of the Lambs wife that it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure! God has granted to men now that they can wear this sackcloth. It is available to them spiritually. God has opened the door of repentance to the gentiles. The time will come when there will be none: I mean to say, none that God recognises. For instance, Esau did not find any; he found no place for repentance. How terrible it will be if the day of judgment comes before you have taken on this garb of sackcloth, when there will be no moral value in it. God will shut the door for ever, when instead of the gospel He will send a strong delusion to men that they should believe a lie. Why? Because they have not received the love of the truth! Oh, I do appeal to you-the love of the truth! Because a lie is so prevalent, and men are believing it, God is going to send it to them. Do not wait for that time, embrace the truth now, repent, and believe the gospel. 

    That is the first word the Lord Jesus said in His preaching according to Mark. The Lord stands up and says, The time is fulfilled ... repent and believe in the glad tidings. It is not simply believe it, but believe in it; that is, take it on, and search it out, and see how much there is in it. If you believe in it, you will find that you love the truth more and more. A lover of truth is a person who looks into the great gospel epistle, Romans; it is the truth set out in the most orderly way to meet the conscience and heart of a repentant sinner, and every page of it induces love of the truth. 

    You say, That is exactly what I want, that fits me, and I love it. The gospel implies the truth about myself, and the truth about God. And what is the truth about myself? Romans points out in a most convincing way the truth about man. The first chapter is the human race: the whole human race is under review, and the chapter shows, too, what it was from the outset. The second chapter is the Greek and the Jew, and the third chapter is that all are brought in guilty before God. Guilty! It is like a court; God being infinitely fair, it says in the psalm, Jehovah looked down from the heavens upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God, and He did not find any, so that all are brought in guilty. 

    Do you love the truth? If you are an honest man or woman you do. We accept it as the divine judgment about ourselves, and we say we are utterly hopeless without redemption, and so God introduces redemption, and how beautiful it is in the end of chapter 3. He says the righteousness of God is revealed on the principle of faith, and he speaks of the redemption which is in Christ Jesus ... that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus, Romans 3: 24 - 26. Do you not love that truth? Is there anyone here that does not love the truth? The day is shortly coming when men will believe a he; a lie will be sent and they will believe it. It is a question of the love of the truth now, and I appeal to you as to the truth. And so these Ninevites all acknowledged the truth; the sackcloth was there and they all wore it; that is the garment to wear in drawing near to God. It is the garment that faith loves, it is repentance towards God; you hold nothing back. 

    Now I come to Luke 15. What appears there is not simply a repentant sinner who repents historically once and for all, it is the repenting sinner. The more spiritual you are as a believer in Christ the more you repent. It is a continuous thing, and history is made in heaven every moment by repenting sinners. There is a joy made there. Heaven has delight in repentance as a moral quality down here where sin is. And the more we repent the more we come into the light and the blessedness of the gospel, and love it. So I read that well-known verse telling us of how the father of the prodigal received his returning son, and how he directed his bondmen in regard of him. He does not ask the son to put on the best robe. There are robes that we must provide ourselves, and put on, but in regard to this great robe that the gospel proposes, it is put on by others. It is but a figure, I know; but a figure is a figure, and suggests something; and one thing this figure certainly suggests is that it is the very best of the wardrobe of God and really means how heaven regards you. 

    Would you not like to know as you sit there how heaven regards you? What does it matter how others regard you? How does heaven regard you? I look up to heaven, and I know how heaven regards me, as one clothed with Christ; not the Christ that was here only, it is the Christ that is up there. That is how heaven regards the Christian. The bondmen are told to put that on the prodigal. It is the divine thought, the mind of heaven, brought forth, and put on the returning prodigal. If there is one here tonight who will stand and say, I am a repenting sinner; if there is one like that man who went into the temple and said, God, have compassion on me, the sinner, heaven is thinking about him. There is history being made there as he stands and makes his confession; he is now regarded in a new light before God; and we would clothe you with the very best thoughts we know of, and these are Christ as He is now in heaven. The Holy Spirit is here to bring out what is there and to clothe you with it. If you make a confession this instant heaven changes its mind about you; it looks on you differently, and so do we. 

    Perhaps we Christians do not know very much about the best robe, and we may not, in our thoughts, robe you as well as you should be robed; but heaven knows. One of the finest thoughts that you can take into your soul is the attitude of heaven towards you as a repenting sinner. The prodigal returned and said, I have sinned against heaven and before thee. I am no longer worthy to be called thy son, but the father said, Bring out the best robe. If there is anyone ready to confess his guilt and to believe in Christ, let us Christians be ready to put the best thoughts on him, and give him to understand that we are taking account of him, and clothe him according to heavens best thoughts. That is the idea. It is no question of a literal robe, these things are spiritual, and it is bringing forth what is spiritual; it is putting upon the returning sinner the very best thoughts of heaven, so that you go up there as ennobled, entirely suitable to the place. The thief on the cross illustrates it. The Lord said, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. As if the Lord says, I will not be ashamed of you up there, for the best thoughts of heaven enshroud the returning prodigal. It is a question of what he takes in, what he understands, what he is capable of. He is a son in the house, where the music and the dancing are, he is clothed with the best robe, and he will never be found naked; it is the best robe of heaven. 

    May God help you to receive the implanted word, which is able to save your souls, James 1: 21. 
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    JONAH (JBS 3)

    Jonah 4; Philippians 1: 21

    You have to get through Jonah 4 before you can know what it is to be in Philippians 1. 

    You find in this book of Jonah, that there are two deaths that must be gone through by the soul to whom to live is Christ  first, death on myself; and then, death on everything around me. Martha and Mary show out exactly these two classes of saints; those who have only learned the first, and those who have gone through both. 

    Jesus talks to the one; He walks with the other; He talked to Martha; He wept with Mary. There are none of the saints He will not speak to, but there are but few that He walks with. You get the two together in Hebrews 4: The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow; and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. That is the talking. And then: We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities: but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. That is the walking, and the weeping. 

    You must know what it is to have learned Him in the path of death, before He can say to you: I will bear you company. It was there Mary learned Him; and it was thus she was fitted for communion. It was first sympathy, and then communion, and so it must always be. 

    There is this difference between sympathy and communion. Sympathy is when the Lord comes to my side of things; communion is when I go to His side. You must know His sympathy, before you can know communion. I have a Person who accompanies me on my path, and my heart forms itself by Him and is occupied with His thoughts; and this is communion. 

    It is a wonderful thing to see that death, which has been the terrible blot upon us, should have been turned right round by God, and made the door of so much blessing to us. Death is the great difficulty for the soul to learn. When I know deliverance, I am devoted; but I must learn Christ in the death of all dear to me before I am a devotee. 

    I can give you examples of this in the Old Testament, Jonathan sees David, who is a beautiful picture of Christ. He risks his life for my sake. Now, in reaching perfect deliverance, there are three stages for the soul. David meets the foe, and first, I am anxious to know the result of the contest, Second, I am hopeful; Goliath is down. Third, I am assured; his head is in Davids hand. Then comes a change. Jonathan thinks no more about himself and Goliath; he is occupied with David. He says: David is my object! And he takes off the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. He does it before all the army, for he thought of no one but David. He was devoted. 

    Now I come to Ruth, another example. Ruth is a widow, and her only friend is a widow. Naomi entreats Ruth to leave her, and go back to her own people and country; but Ruth says: Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. Now she is a devotee; she will follow Naomi anywhere. 

    There are two instances in the New Testament, that I can give you  the two alabaster boxes. In the one in Luke 7, it is the sinner. She comes into the Pharisees house and says: That is my Saviour. 

    Scripture not only communicates light to you, but it tells you how light will act upon you. It is not only the wardrobe to supply me with clothes, but it is the looking glass to show me how they are on. 

    She is behind Him weeping; that is the private thing; it is between herself and Him only. Then she takes the alabaster box and anoints His feet with the ointment; that is the public thing. She gave Him what she might have kept for herself; that is what love always does; it makes little of itself to make much of its object. 

    The second alabaster box is in John 12. Lazarus has died, and has been raised again, and now, at the supper, is sitting at the table with Him, whilst Martha serves. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. Why was this? Why did she take all that she had most costly to expend upon Him? It was that He had taught her in that hour when death had done its worst for her heart, that she had a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. And, now that that dark hour is past, she comes out in the saints house with her alabaster box  not in the world, as the other had done. She had done it in the Pharisees house: the world can see when a man is converted, and makes much of his Saviour. 

    But Mary is in the saints house: the world cannot appreciate or see a saint making nothing of himself, and burying all of natural value in the grave of Christ. 

    People are very unwilling to accept death; but, I believe, no one can know what Christ is personally, until he has passed through death with Him, until he has had to say: I have nothing but Christ. We all have some links with earth  some enjoyments here; I say: You are not equal to being deprived of everything; you are not fit to be without a gourd. As to Paul, Jerusalem was a gourd to him. 

    I remember a poor woman once telling me of a time when she had been left with nothing whatever in the house, and she said: It was the happiest moment of my life! I said: Why? she answered: Because, dont you see the honour the Lord put on me to trust me? 

    The gourd was really a thing that softened him, and comforted him; and, when God took it from him, he was angry with God. Scripture does not conceal things; it just tells us out the plain truth. You may be saying all sorts of nice things outwardly, and be as angry as possible all the time in your heart. He says: I do well to be angry, even unto death. Now, says God, I brought you through all this just on purpose to teach you my own feelings. 

    The fact is, death is a wonderful blessing, not merely for the person who passes away through it, but it has a wonderful effect on us who remain. I must find out Christ now in the place of the one whom God has taken from me. God lets you into His own feelings. He says to you: You are talking of your gourd; why do you not get into my thoughts? He took it away in order to get Jonah into His line of things. That is communion with God. He wants to show you what His heart is occupied with. 

    I do not say you always have to learn it through bereavement, for I believe you ought to learn it at the Lords table. There I pass through the greatest death that ever can come upon me  the death of Christ. I am going through this scene as one upon whom death has done its worst; but to whom also, at the same time, death has opened out the most wondrous Person, I have communion with the blood of Christ, and with the body of Christ. 

    There is no spiritual elevation without natural humiliation. There is no natural elevation without apparent exaltation. Supposing the Lord is wrestling with Jacob, and he gets a great blessing, he is lame first. In another case, Lot, he gets natural elevation, and he gets exaltation. Well watered everywhere ... even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. Supposing the Lord takes my child to Himself, that is spiritual elevation, but I am humiliated. Now, instead of spiritual elevation, we are too often looking for natural elevation. 

    I never can know what the Lord is, until I am thrown entirely alone with Him, and nobody else there. That is really the force of those words in Psalm 73: Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

    Are we then to lose everything  to lose everybody? No, no! for God knows exactly what is best for me to have, and what I really need, and that He leaves me. But, when He does come in, and takes loved ones from me, the heart must fall back upon this: this is a moment when I shall discover something in Christ, that I never had an opportunity of discovering before. 

    I say to Ruth: What do you follow that poor old woman for? She says: I have found in her in the hour of sorrow what I could not find elsewhere. When none other cared for me, she stood beside me. 

    She has been my stay, she has been my prop, she has been my solace, my comfort, the companion of my heart; and my heart is bound to her; I will never leave her. 

    Another point in the second alabaster box is, that He is going to die. Then there is nothing of value to me here that I will not put into His grave. And that is a wonderful thing to do; it goes farther than Jonathan; his was devotedness; this is devoteeism. True, devotedness must come before devoteeism. People may object to the word; we know that it is used in heathen worship, but I cannot find a better for what I mean. 

    Now it is a fact, that you never get near Christ that you do not see His death. When John looks into the glory, he sees In the midst of the throne ... a Lamb as it had been slain. The One who is on the throne is the One who has settled the whole question between us and God; this is what Scripture sets forth to us. 

    As to the difference between the New Testament and the Old: I say, that the New Testament is, as it were, the science of navigation, and the Old Testament is the log book. A man says to me after reading Ephesians: Oh, I see the heavenly calling perfectly!  I say: Come to Exodus, and let us see. Are you out of Egypt?  Yes, indeed I am!  Are you across the Red Sea?  Oh, yes, I hope so!  Are you across the Jordan?  Well I cannot say that!  Oh, then I know where you are! The Scripture measures you. 

    A man who reads the Old Testament without the New will become legal. But go to the Old Testament with the New, and you will always get a practical illustration of what you have learned in the New. 

    What has made some poets celebrated is that they have dared to reveal thoughts that others never ventured to express; and that is just what the Bible does; it does not cover over things; it brings out the naked truth; it tells us Jonah said. I do well to be angry, even unto death, 

    As to the meaning of the words: God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them, and he did it not. Repentance in connection with God means that He went back to His original thought. When we repent we cannot go back to our original thought; we have to repudiate our own thoughts altogether. 

    There is a natural shrinking from death, and yet it brings out all that is great and true by its presence. As a poet says: There is no great thought but is allied to melancholy; because, if you want to get to reality, you must get to sorrow. 

    When I come to look at the death of the Lord, I must say: All that came in order that God might say: I bring in a Man now according to My own counsels and after My own heart. 

    We must take Jonah as a converted man. God wants him to do a thing, and he will not. Then, says God, I must break your will. Jonah insists on going his own way, and instead of bringing himself into easy circumstances, he brings himself down to the bottom of the sea. 

    There is a moment in the history of a converted soul when he finds that he is absolutely good for nothing. It is then that he becomes devoted, and then he is tractable. 

    Jonah begins to trouble about the work. He says: I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. And he sat down to see what would become of the city. Now, says God, you must learn that you have nothing to trust to but Me. The gourd goes, and then he learns to be a perfect servant. 

    It is an extraordinary thing, but, even in the world, a man who passes through trials is always hardened unless he gets sympathy. When I see a saint who has gone through a great deal of sorrow, very hard, I can only say: He has never had Christs sympathy in it. 
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    SYMPATHY AND COMMUNION (JBS 7)

    Jonah 4: 1 - 11; Philippians 1: 21

    You have to get through Jonah 4 before you can know what it is to be in Philippians 1. 

    You find in this book of Jonah that there are two deaths that must be gone through by the soul to whom to live is Christ. First, death on myself; then, death on everything around me. Martha and Mary show out exactly these two classes of saints: those who have only learned the first, and those who have gone through both. 

    Jesus talks to the one; He walks with the other; He talked to Martha, He wept with Mary. There are none of the saints He will not speak to, but there are but few He walks with. You get the two together in Hebrews 4: The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

    That is the talking. And then: We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. That is the walking and the weeping. 

    You must know what it is to have learned Him in the path of death, before He can say to you, I will bear you company. It was there Mary learned Him; and it was thus she was fitted for communion. It was first sympathy, and then communion, and so it must always be. 

    There is this difference between sympathy and communion. Sympathy is when the Lord comes to my side of things; communion is when I go to His side. You must know His sympathy before you can know communion. I have a Person who accompanies me on my path, and my heart forms itself by Him, and is occupied with His thoughts; and this is communion. 

    It is a wonderful thing to see that death, which has been the terrible blot upon us, should have been turned right round by God, and made the door of so much blessing to us. Death is the great difficulty for the soul to learn. When I know deliverance, I am devoted; but I must learn Christ in the death of all dear to me before I am a devotee. 

    I can give you examples of this in the Old Testament. Jonathan sees David, who is a beautiful picture of Christ. He risks his life for his sake. Now in reaching perfect deliverance, there are three stages for the soul. David meets the foe, and first, I am anxious to know the result of the contest. Second, I am hopeful, Goliath is down. Third, I am assured, his head is in Davids hand. Then comes a change, Jonathan thinks no more about himself and Goliath; he is occupied with David. He says, David is my object! And he took off the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. He did it before all the army, for he thought of no one but David; he was devoted. 

    Now I come to Ruth, another example. Ruth is a widow, and her only friend is a widow. Naomi entreats Ruth to leave her, and go back to her own people and country; but Ruth says, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part thee and me. 

    Now she is a devotee; she will follow Naomi anywhere. 

    There are two instances in the New Testament, that I can give you, the two alabaster boxes. In the one in Luke 7 it is the sinner. She comes into the Pharisees house and says, That is my Saviour. 

    Scripture not only communicates light to you, but it tells you how light will act upon you. It is not only the wardrobe to supply me with clothes, but it is the looking-glass to show me how they are on. She is behind Him weeping; that is the private thing, it is between herself and Him only. Then she takes the alabaster box and anoints His feet with the ointment; that is the public thing. She gave Him what she might have kept for herself; that is what love always does; it makes little of itself to make much of its object. 

    The second alabaster box is in John 12. Lazarus has died, and has been raised again, and now, at the supper is sitting at the table with Him, whilst Martha serves. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. Why was this? Why did she take all that she had most costly to expend upon Him? It was that He had taught her in that hour when death had done its worst for her heart, that she had a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. And now that the dark hour is past, she comes out in the saints house with her alabaster box - not in the world as the other had done. She had done it in the Pharisees house: the world can see when a man is converted, and makes much of his Saviour. But Mary is in the saints house: the world cannot appreciate or see a saint making nothing of himself, and burying all of natural value in the grave of Christ. 

    People are very unwilling to accept death; but I believe no one can know what Christ is personally until he has passed through death with Him; until he has had to say, I have nothing but Christ. We all have some links to earth, some enjoyments here. I say, You are not equal to being deprived of everything; you are not fit to be without a gourd. As to Paul, Jerusalem was a gourd to him. 

    I remember a poor woman once telling me of a time when she had been left with nothing whatever in the house, and she said, It was the happiest moment of my life! I asked why; she answered, Because, do you not see the honour the Lord put on me to trust me? 

    The gourd was really a thing that softened him, and comforted him; and when God took it from him, he was angry with God. Scripture does not conceal things; it just tells out the plain truth. You may be saying all sorts of nice things outwardly, and be as angry as possible all the time in your heart. He says, I do well to be angry, even unto death. Now, says God, I brought you through all this just on purpose to teach you My own feelings. 

    The fact is, death is a wonderful blessing, not merely for the person who passes away through it, but it has a wonderful effect on us who remain. I must find out Christ now in the place of the one whom God has taken from me. God lets you into His own feelings. He says to you, You are talking of your gourd: why do you not get into My thoughts? He took it away in order to get Jonah into His line of things. That is communion with God. He wants to show you what His heart is occupied with. 

    I do not say you always have to learn it through bereavement, for I believe you ought to learn it at the Lords table. There I pass through the greatest death that can ever come upon me - the death of Christ. I am going through this scene as one upon whom death has done its worst; but to whom also at the same time death has opened out the most wondrous Person. I have communion with the blood of Christ, and with the body of Christ. 

    There is no spiritual elevation without natural humiliation. There is no natural elevation without apparent exaltation. Supposing the Lord is wrestling with Jacob and he gets a great blessing, he is lame first. In another case - Lot - he gets natural elevation