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    ZECHARIAH 1 (CAC 8)

    Zechariah 1

    The first word that came to Zechariah called attention to the state of departure which had brought Gods wrath upon His people, and was a call to return to Him, when He would return to them. The former prophets had called upon them to return, but they did not hearken. They had now to own that what had come upon them was the result of this; all had come to pass as the prophets foretold. Now it is important for us to remember that divine prophecies have been uttered with reference to the period in which we live, and our measure of spiritual light and prosperity largely depends upon our seeing that they have come to pass. For example, the Lords words in Matthew 13: 24 - 33 are prophecies of what the kingdom of the heavens would become publicly, ending in the whole mass being leavened. Then Pauls farewell to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20 makes plain that after his departure grievous wolves would come in, not sparing the flock, and even from among those present, men would rise up speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them. 2 Timothy is another prophecy of what the state of the Christian profession would be in the last days, and 2 Thessalonians warns us that apostasy would come. Revelation 2 and 3 give us a prophetic outline of church history ending in Laodicea being spued out of the Lords mouth as utterly nauseous to Him. 2 Peter and Jude may also be considered in this connection. Now we have to own that all these prophecies have been fulfilled, or are being fulfilled, so that the Christian profession is manifestly the subject of divine judgment. If we do not see this we shall not receive much light from God as to the resources available for a faithful remnant in a day of general departure. There are resources, but they are only made known to those who accept the truth as to the general position of things. Zechariah was a young man, and he represents youthful energy such as is needed for faithful service in remnant times. 

    The second word given to Zechariah took the form of a vision to assure him, and those who listened to him, that Jehovah was intensely interested in Jerusalem, though His indignation had been against it governmentally for seventy years. The man riding on a red horse is the prominent figure in this vision; he is called the so angel of Jehovah in verse 11. He is seen in verse 8 standing among the myrtle trees that were in the low valley. I believe that the myrtle trees in the low valley represent the faithful remnant, and in having the man on the red horse standing among them God would give them, and us, the assurance of One being with us who has far greater power than the kingdoms which exist by Gods appointment on the earth. The remnant to whom Zechariah was sent were no doubt familiar with the book of Daniel, and they knew that four kingdoms would succeed each other on the earth, the first of which had already passed away, so that only three remained to be taken account of here. But the instruction is that all the three are seen to be behind the man on the red horse. The three horses represented all the earthly powers with which the people of God would come in contact until the kingdom of the Son of man should be set up. But they are all seen to be behind the man on the red horse, because in this vision he represents the Lord as we learn Him at the end of Matthews gospel, having all power given to Him in heaven and upon earth. There are great powers which have been sent forth by Jehovah to walk through the earth, but in faiths vision they are all seen to be behind the man on the red horse. He stands among the myrtle trees in the low valley, which represents those who have come to Christ and received rest from Him, and who learn from Him as the meek and lowly One, as having taken His yoke upon them. It is only such persons who have Him with them, and who understand that He is their resource. Those who had returned from captivity were in danger of thinking that they could not go on with the work of the house of God without the sanction of the kings of Persia, but God would have them to take up the work in the light of His thoughts alone, and as having Him with them in it. As a matter of fact, they began to build without having any sanction from Darius (Ezra 5:2); they acted in the light of what Haggai and Zechariah brought before them. The movement did not begin with Cyrus, or Darius, or Artaxerxes, but with the angel of Jehovah and his intercession. 

    And the angel of Jehovah answered and said, Jehovah of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these seventy years? Zechariah 1: 12. In seeking to apply this to the present time I think it is right to conclude that the present revival, which has been going on during the last hundred years, is the answer to the intercession of Christ. Jerusalem represents that which is the common portion and joy of all saints as blessed in Christ. Jerusalem was the divine centre where all Israel was unified in approaching God; it was the place where He had set His name, so that there could be no rival centre. Now when Gods universal thoughts get a place in our hearts we see ourselves and all saints as in relation to them. Everything narrow and sectional and sectarian drops out as being inconsistent with our spiritual outlook. We know that the Lords prayer for His own was that they might all be one, and it is profoundly interesting to see that His intercession in remnant times, as presented to us in the intercession of the angel of Jehovah in Zechariah 1, is that Gods universal thoughts may be restored in mercy. That is, that they may be so brought into the faith and affections of saints that they give character to the way in which we walk together, and to our service Godward. If Jerusalem represents what is universal, the cities of Judah may be regarded as representing the local assemblies in which Gods universal thoughts are realised and enjoyed together without being obstructed by any human order. I think it is right that we should recognise that the revival of these great and precious realities has come about in answer to the intercession of Christ. But the thought of this adds to the gravity of any difference as to these great matters. 

    The kingdoms set up by God when He transferred authority to the Gentiles were not doing anything at this time for Jerusalem. They could report that all the earth sitteth still and is at rest, but it was sitting still with Jerusalem in ruins and Gods house lying waste. God had used Gentile power to chastise His people, but they had gone to an extreme in what they had done. I was but a little wroth, and they helped forward the affliction. Now God was wroth exceedingly with the nations which were at ease because they did not care for the city which He loved, and He made known through the prophet that He was jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. Therefore thus saith Jehovah: I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith Jehovah of hosts, and the line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem, verse 16. That is, God undertakes the matter Himself in answer to the intercession of the angel. What a comfort it is to know that the revival in our day is the work of God Himself in answer to the intercession of Christ! We may be sure that He will see the matter through, even though only a small remnant may be in the current of His mind. It is not at all the mind of God that all the earth should sit still and be at rest while Jerusalem is trodden down of the nations. All mans efforts to bring about universal peace will fail. Peace on earth will depend on Jerusalem having her place as the city of the great King. In the meantime it is for us to understand what has taken the place of Jerusalem and the house that was there, as Gods present chief interest. We must see this clearly before we can rightly apply the book of Zechariah to the present time. Jerusalem that now is is in bondage with her children, as Paul tells us (Galatians 4: 25), but in the same passage he speaks of what may be called our Jerusalem. He says, the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother. So there is at the present time a spiritual Jerusalem, though we have to admit that its features have long been terribly obscured in the Christian profession. The blessing of Abraham has arrived at the nations in Christ Jesus that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith, and now believers are all Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus, and are all one in Christ Jesus. The liberty which we have in Christ Jesus has been the great subject of attack by the enemy from the beginning; he would have us brought into bondage. When Christians were carried away from the thought of blessing in Christ Jesus (and this took place very early in the history of the church) the great thoughts of God, and His true grace, were departed from, and His people were carried off into captivity. The whole system of legal bondage was brought into what professed to be Christianity, and, as a matter of public testimony, Jerusalem became a heap of ruins. How could there be any liberty or joy before God when justification by faith was unknown, and people were kept in their own souls on the ground of what they were as in the flesh? The Reformation was the beginning of Gods returning to Jerusalem with mercies, and from that time onward increasing light from God broke in on the darkness of Christendom until it pleased God to restore Pauls ministry of the gospel and of the assembly a little more than a hundred years ago. Gods universal thoughts of blessing in Christ were revived in contrast with mens false thoughts of what was catholic. And as the unity of all saints as blessed in Christ entered into the faith and affections of those who enjoyed liberty in Christ Jesus, there was a breaking loose from sectarian and clerical bondage, and saints found that they could come together and worship together in the light of Gods thoughts with regard to all His called ones. It might seem a small thing that a few feeble saints should be able to walk together according to the truth, but it was really God returning to Jerusalem with mercies. He was making what was of Himself, and which had been for ages obscured and denied, a concrete and tangible reality. 

    And Jehovah answered the angel that talked with me good words, comforting words, verse 13. It is very precious to think of Christ interceding that Gods original thoughts and purposes should be revived in a remnant at the end of the churchs history, and to think of God answering Him with good and comforting words. It is a peculiar comfort given by God to Christ that a remnant should be brought into the truth of His headship, and should respond to His love, and should know their association with Him as His brethren before His Father and God. Oh, that Christians everywhere might be moved to enquire into these things, and to learn the wonder of Gods great thoughts, particularly as brought out in the ministry of the apostle Paul! God has returned to those thoughts in mercy. Not that He ever departed from them Himself, but He has returned to them in His actual ways of blessing, so that thousands of saints the world over are finding their joy, and their communion with God and with one another, in these precious divine realities. In this way God is ministering comfort to the heart of Christ at the end of a history in which there has been so much in the assemblies that has called forth His rebuke. 

    Jehovah would have the remnant to know that in working at His house they were engaged with that which He had before Him. I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith Jehovah of hosts, and the line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem, verse 16. What can be more encouraging than to be assured that we are putting our hands to the very thing that is Gods present object? Would not every faithful heart value the privilege of doing so? And I think we can say without doubt that the line is stretched forth upon Jerusalem today. That is, the precious and universal thoughts of God are marked out and defined for us in the current ministry of the word in a way that they have not been since the days of the apostles. If we have not clear understanding of how the city of God is laid out, it is not because ministry is lacking. Every year adds something to the area which is clearly marked out. The Spirit will not cease to speak to the assemblies so long as they are on earth, and His speaking will always be to define more clearly the outlines of the truth. We all know that it is permanently defined in the Holy Scriptures, but there is a constant service of the Spirit in order that it may be more clearly defined in the spiritual apprehensions and understanding of the saints who compose the assembly. Every such accession increases the pleasure of God in His people. 

    The last paragraph of the chapter gives us another vision. And I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these? And he said to me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. And Jehovah showed me four craftsmen. And I said, What come these to do? And he spoke, saying, Those are the horns which scattered Judah, so that no man lifted up his head; but these are come to affright them, to cast out the horns of the nations, which lifted up the horn against the land of Judah to scatter it, verses 18 - 21. The four Gentile kingdoms are seen here as using their power to scatter the people of God. Under the providential ordering of God the authorities punish evildoers and commend those who do well, and so far as they carry out this, which is their divine commission, they are favourable to the people of God. And, in exceptional circumstances, as in the reign of Cyrus and at certain other times, they have directly furthered the cause of God. Indeed, we owe much at the present time in this country to a form of government which puts no restriction upon us in relation to the service of God, and protects us from any form of interference. We may well pray earnestly that this liberty may be preserved to us, for it is Gods exceptional mercy. It has been more often the case that the four horns have used their power to scatter. All can see that the Gentile powers have scattered Israel and Judah, and it was under the Roman power that Christ was crucified, and long years of persecution suffered by the saints. During the greater part of the last nineteen centuries the powers that be have been under the influence of a corrupt profession which has persecuted and scattered the people of God whenever it could do so. 

    But it is extremely encouraging to see that there has always been a counteracting power at work. The four craftsmen, or carpenters, have been present all the time, exercising a power and skill which was really greater than the power of the horns, for it was directly the power and wisdom of God. Craftsmen, or carpenters are persons who carry on constructive work, and I believe that in Zechariahs vision they set forth those agencies by which God has carried on His spiritual work, which has always tended to build up His saints on their most holy faith so that they have been strengthened to stand, notwithstanding the presence and activity of scattering powers. Every faithful saint down through the ages has been an overcomer, and the fact that there have been overcomers shows that constructive work has been going on all the time. It must have encouraged the feeble builders in Zechariahs day to know that if they were really building for God, and with God, there was a power with them greater than all the powers that had scattered them. In a day when scattering powers are at work it is good to remember this. The scattering powers can only be overcome morally as we go on with the positive work of God. The positive constructive powers are stronger than the horns. Pauls labours, for example, have proved far more effective than all the power of the Caesars, for they have built up something in myriads of hearts which no earthly power could possibly destroy. So it is, in measure, with all true ministry of the word, and with all true spiritual labour. 

    Whatever pressure comes we are to go on with what is constructive; the building of the house is to be our chief interest and business. It may not appear to the natural eye that the power that builds is greater than the power that scatters, but it most assuredly is so if viewed in divine light. In times of pressure it is most important that the ministry of the word should go on, that we should edify one another. The craftsmen must be busily at work so that gathering may go on instead of scattering. God shakes things in the world in view of gathering for His house, as we see in Haggai. He builds up His saints so that scattering efforts, by whomsoever made, may be defeated. May we, like the remnant of old, prosper in our building through the consideration of these things! 

  
    ZECHARIAH 1 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 1: 1 - 21

    CACFrom Ezra we see that Haggai and Zechariah helped the people in their work; and the people prospered under their ministry (Ezra 6: 14). There is health and prosperity if we know how to avail ourselves of what is written. 

    RemExact dates are given here showing things are worked out in an ordered way. 

    CACIn Zechariah we get much more of the activity of divine Persons than in the other two post-captivity prophets. This is why Jehovah of hosts is so often mentioned  forty-eight times  and the Angel of Jehovah, and great prominence given to the Spirit (chapter 4). They are acting in remnant times, and no doubt the Spirit of God wrote this book particularly for us. We find from the book of Ezra that the house took only four years to finish after the prophetic ministry, so we too should get on under it in our day. 

    In the historical books, kings of Persia are prominent and all hangs on them, but with prophetic books Gods people go on entirely independent of political powers and they are not mentioned. I thought it was to steady the people. 

    QuesIs it to show there is no exercise any time but what the prophetic word can meet it? 

    CACYes, and that we are independent of the powers and governments of the world. They are relegated to the back of the picture. 

    The first word given to Zechariah called attention to the former prophets and that all they said had come to pass. That prophecy was needed, and showed they were under judgment for departure. One principal condition of our spiritual advance is our taking heed to our prophetic ministry today  I mean in the word as to what is happening in christendom. 

    RemWe get it in Acts 20 and Revelation 3? 

    CACYes, and in Peter, Jude, Timothy, etc. Are we ready to give heed to this prophetic ministry? These are all our own prophets who tell us what would transpire in the present day, and it has exactly come to pass. 

    RemHebrews 11 speaks of Samuel, and of the prophets. The prophetic line must continue, and it shows departure from Gods original thought. 

    CACYes, and in spite of all that we find divine Persons taking things in hand for Their own pleasure. 

    RemHow does 1 Corinthians 14 agree with what you say about failure? 

    CACDoes not prophecy in the assembly take on a positive character? God has always presented along with failure what is of Himself. The prophecy would not be complete without it. Romans 16 gives the positive side too, and Zechariah is full of what is positive, because it presents divine Persons. They are going to do wonderful things. 

    Romans 11: 20 - 22 shows that if we do not value our privileges, we shall be cut off. The Christian profession is about to be cut off, and I do not think we shall get much light from God if we do not recognise that. Prophecy is a call to return. I think we have to reach that in our own souls  the departure and ruin, and that there is nothing left to us but what divine Persons can do for us. We are disillusioned as to Christendom, finding everything is hopeless there. We cease from man whose breath is in his nostrils. Divine Persons are just what They were at the beginning. Instead of wasting time trying to rehabilitate things in Christendom, it is best to accept the ruin to start with. The basis of all true encouragement lies in accepting the complete ruin of man. 

    RemI commit you to God, and to the word of his grace. 

    CACBeautiful. The myrtle-trees in the low valley are the remnant. 

    RemThou hast a little power. 

    CACThe man on the red horse, I have no doubt, is the Lord Jesus, the same as in verse 11, spoken of as the Angel of Jehovah, that is His representation in manhood. He is found among the myrtle-trees in the low valley  as in Matthew. What encouragement for the feeble and faithful remnant to have Him among them. 

    RemI thought red was to give Him prominence as in the red heifer  His uniqueness. 

    CACIn Matthew all power in heaven and upon earth is given Him, but He is with His feeble people. The governments are behind the Man on the horse, so the Lord Jesus should stand out before the vision of our souls, in front of the powers that be. As here, so the Lord is in the midst of two or three gathered unto His name in the assembly gospel (Matthew 18: 20). It is just as true in the day of departure as at the beginning. Myrtle speaks of those who have heard His call and come out in a meek and lowly character suited to the valley, in contrast to the pretension in Christendom. The myrtle is going to displace the thorn  the haughtiness of the flesh. As regards the world the Lord will be found in the low valley  not on the mountain top. The Lord is where His Spirit is found, He is not with anyone who has not His Spirit. 

    The movement of revival is in answer to the intercession of the Man on the horse (verse 12). It begins with the intercession of Christ. We shall not understand recovery unless we see this. It is not due to Cyrus, but a question entirely of mercy, because of such departure on the part of men. This applies to the movement over one hundred years ago. It is the answer to His precious intercession, or there would have been no such revival. 

    RemSeventy years  God does put limit to things and we are to be hidden in His pavilion until the time of indignation is past. What of the horses, chapter 6 gives them more in detail? 

    CACThe four empires of Daniel would be quite familiar to them. These are in a secondary position; it is the Man on the red horse who is prominent. 

    All the earth at rest would speak of great self-complacency in the religious world. It is a mark of displeasure to God that people in the world take things so easily. They will not do anything. 

    The intercession is to restore Gods great universal thoughts. You cannot have them in any sect or national body; they would blow it to pieces. The Church of England could not hold them  poor little narrow thing. Yet, wonderful it is, God has made it possible to us  little, almost contemptible people  to appreciate His great universal thoughts! 

    It is beautiful to link together the intercession of Christ and recovery to His thoughts, so that the great original thoughts of God should come to pass. And everything is effected, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit. So that Glory all belongs to God. 

  
    ZECHARIAH 1 AND 2 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 1: 12 - 21; Zechariah 2: 1 - 13

    CACAs we have noticed, the restoration comes in answer to the intercession of Christ. God has returned to His people with mercies. The intercession of Christ has taken on a peculiar character during the last hundred years (verse 13). It is good to see that these words characterise the present moment  With good words, comforting words. They are spoken to Christ. God is comforting the heart of Christ. He is securing a comfort for Christ He has never had all through the churchs history of unfaithfulness-now God is securing it in a feeble remnant at the end of the dispensation. 

    RemIt makes the word to Philadelphia of great interest. New Jerusalem comes into view and the Lord keeps the door open that the testimony might go on to the end. 

    CACAnd these words were spoken to an unfaithful and discouraged people, occupied with their own matters. If that does not magnify Gods grace, I do not know what does. They came to put heart and backbone into the people to build, and are just as much Gods word to us. 

    God has committed Himself to see this through. Now, have we committed ourselves to it? He looks for this. Whatever God establishes on earth never lapses in spite of all breakdown. God has never in one sense left His thoughts, but He returns to them with blessing for His people in view. With mercies, He says. We are in a state of great weakness, just as they were in, as seen in chapter 3. They were filthy. Even the priesthood was filthy. He puts it in a condition pleasing to Him. 

    RemGod works in His people to bring them into line first with His own thoughts. 

    CACThere is a similar activity going on today. God always has His own forces to neutralise what hinders His work, so we must not expect help from the powers that be. The four gentile powers have always scattered. They scattered the Jews, crucified Christ, martyred the apostles and persecuted the church. Their tolerant character in this country is not their normal character. But there is a greater power to neutralise it. 

    These first two chapters are in the nature of divine proposals, and we need to keep to their character. There was nothing but ruins actually. But the carpenters have been at work all through the history of the church. That is, Pauls ministry was infinitely greater than all the power of the Caesars. The right church history we do not know, it is only written in heaven. The carpenters have been at work all through the Dark Ages to cast out the four horns of the Gentiles. 

    RemIt is remarkable that the Lord should be a Carpenter. How often would I have gathered thy children. 

    CACA carpenter puts things together in a firm way. Jerusalem is built as a city that is compact together. There is more power in that than in all the armies and navies in the world! Four would speak of universality. All true ministry is universal in its character-true everywhere. 

    Next a man is seen with a measuring line in his hand. Jerusalem is measured to show the whole thing in plan, and you must have Gods plan first. Jerusalem is the final great thought; He looks on to the culmination. So God does today in the city. Construction is going on, and God looks that we all should be building. If I have before me what God has before Him, there is no doubt as to result. 

    We have to recognise that the plan has been lost for eighteen centuries. This man comes to give us an idea of the plan. He represents that acting of God by which the attention of saints has been turned to the characteristics of Gods plan. Things would not bear measurement. God has awakened a desire to know Gods measurements. Jerusalem represents Gods universal thoughts, and when people see it, it makes such a difference; they get away from their own blessings, security and acceptance, to see what is common to all saints  blessing in Christ Jesus. 

    Daniel and Ezekiel had had the plan. It takes in all saints and if you left one saint out, you would spoil the plan. It is what God is out to construct in Christ Jesus, and it is marked by absolute unity. The saints are one body in Christ in Corinthians. The material is of such nature that it must be one, in Christ Jesus. 

    RemIn Revelation 11 the temple and the altar are measured. 

    CACThere was something there in spite of all the apostasy that can be measured  so here in T.  and something worth protecting. The court of the Gentiles was left unmeasured. It is a spiritual thought. I do not think there will be a material temple then. 

    All Gods sons by faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3: 26) and one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3: 28)  that is the plan. How can you possibly go back after that! Some give the lie to everything they profess on their banner by going back. 

    QuesWhy the haste in verse 4? 

    CACZechariah was a young man  the Timothy of his day, and it was urgent that he should be brought into the mind of God. The plan is first, but God is not content for it to remain a plan. 

    RemA plan is a means to an end. 

    CACGod wants Jerusalem populated. It is as we live in Jerusalem that there is something to secure divine protection. It is very wholesome to remind ourselves of it. If we are dwelling in the divine thoughts in Christ there is something worth protection, and we shall surely have it. The empires of the world are like a handful of dust compared with the remnant that cherishes Gods thoughts. What is found in return to God will be protected. 

    RemBut only what is real, not artificial, with us. 

    CACThat is what I had in mind. I will keep you. The object of this book is to bring us into the enjoyment of these things  enjoying the blessings in Christ Jesus. It is not anything special to a class, but common christianity  the common portion for all saints in Christ, but many miss it by being where it cannot be known. There are thousands walking together in the fellowship of His Son. God does not want hermits. 

    If the saints are touched God is touched in the most sensitive part, the apple of the eye. 

    QuesCould this refer to individual faithfulness in the same way? 

    CACThere is no church testimony in one individual. You could not think of being in the midst of one. God cherishes what is collective. It is there where God is in the midst. If separated, we must hang on with tenacious grip to Gods great universal thoughts and never give them up. I do not think God is going to suffer a collective enjoyment of things to be done away with. (Paul did not give them up in prison nor John in Patmos.) He suggests more than that  I ... will be the glory in the midst of her. 

  
    CONSTRUCTION (JT 9)

    Haggai 2:5; Zechariah 1:20 - 21; Zechariah 4:6 - 10

    There is one word that is specially on my mind, and that is construction; not reconstruction, but construction, in the sense of building up here what is of God and for God. I have read these scriptures not only because of what they say as to this, but also because, incidentally, what is said appears in the writings of prophets who were themselves constructors, men who not only conveyed the mind of God to the people, thus arousing their consciences, but who also laboured with their hands in the work of the building of the house of God. I have for this latter reason the more encouragement to read from these prophets, and I would further remark, dear brethren, that it is of special importance that we should take account of the prophets, because I apprehend that they represent in their testimony, among other things, the patience of God; He rose up early, as it is said, to send them, thus evidencing His longsuffering. 

    Now, lest it should be assumed that the Old Testament has no direct reference to us, it is well to bear in mind the statements of the New Testament, especially the one made by Peter, to whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things, which have now been announced to you by those who have declared to you the glad tidings by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, 1 Peter 1:12. The things that the prophets ministered were not ministered to themselves, nor even specially to their own generation, although each of them served, as is said of David, his own generation by the will of God, but it is formally stated that the things they ministered, they ministered not to themselves, but unto us, for they spake of the things that are now 

    announced ... by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, 1 Peter 1:12. That scripture helps greatly in the understanding and bearing of the prophetic writings, so that the Christian can take account of them as his own heritage among the others, being, as it is said, divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work, 2 Timothy 3:16 - 17. Thus beyond a doubt the Old Testament is established as having direct authority over the conscience and over the heart of the Christian. 

    In referring to Haggai and to Zechariah, one is encouraged in that way as seeing the bearing of these scriptures directly towards ourselves; supporting, I need not add, and confirming that which we find in the New Testament. The epistles directly addressed to Christians are amplified I believe in these Old Testament prophets. In turning to Haggai, a prophet evidently used of God to stir up the consciences of the people, in order that they might resume the work they had allowed to lapse, one is greatly interested in this remark, The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you The word remained, and also the Spirit remained. It is quite simple to make application of this to ourselves now, and I dwell upon it in order to make room for what I have to say in regard of construction. 

    God remains towards us what He was at the beginning; there is no change. Let us be assured of that. The apostles have gone, and leaders who have spoken unto us the word of God have gone, but there is no change in regard of the terms on which God is with us. The word which He covenanted with the people when He took them out of Egypt remained among them, and so also, alongside of that, He says, my Spirit remaineth. What wonderful assets! 

    what incentives to activity according to God! what potential resources! firstly, in that which God was to them, and secondly, in the power of the Spirit of God who remained with them. 

    Many of us will be aware that there were two covenants made with Israel after they came out of the land of Egypt. The first was made at Sinai, or Horeb, and I may remark here that there is a distinction to be made in regard of the two mounts. The second covenant was made in the plains of Moab, forty years later, as you will find in Deuteronomy 29:1. I do not know which is referred to here, but I suppose the reference is general; it is not the demand of the law that is in view here, although I am not ignoring the fact that everything must be fulfilled, but, beloved friends, it is what lay behind the thought of the covenant, namely, Gods love. Compare Deuteronomy 33:3. This is included in what I do not doubt is alluded to here, that is, that what God was to them when He took them out of Egypt centuries before remained, and the power amongst them which corresponded with the Spirit remained also. Now, as I have said, the application of that to us is very obvious and I wish to bring it before you so that we may be assured as to the conditions under which we find ourselves, that there is no change as to the blessed Holy Spirit, who remains in each of us as believers, and in the assembly collectively. 

    I have no doubt that the first covenant made with Israel had reference, typically, to the lordship of Christ  His authority; it was a question mainly of meeting the conditions which arose on account of the state of the people; and for us the lordship of Christ involves our wills being subdued and the love of God being brought into our hearts. Christ has witnessed to the love of God in His death on the cross, and in going into heaven He received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, and shed this forth in order that that love should be placed in the hearts of believers. This is a question of the administration of Christ. He has brought the love of God into evidence by His death and He has placed it in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

    The second covenant spoken of in Deuteronomy, I believe, involves headship. Let us, dear brethren, take account of headship. The lordship of Christ involves, as I have said, that my will is broken, that my heart is filled with the love of God and that I am protected from all enemies; in a word that I am saved. One can lift up ones head, as it were, in the presence of enemies in the sense of the power that is in the hand of Christ. But further, this world is a labyrinth of evil, more so now than ever, and how are we to wend our way through it? How are we to find our place in relation to what God has set up in Christ? That is another side of the truth, and we need that side. If we are to move intelligently according to God, in relation to Him and to Christ, and to one another, we need to apprehend headship. 

    Now, I would point out that in Deuteronomy it is not, speaking generally, what Moses was commanded to say, though that is spoken of, but it is in the main what Moses himself said to the people, for he had affection for them. God loved the people and Moses loved them too. The covenant spoken of was consummated on the plains of Moab forty years or so after the first one, and after being written in a book it was placed in the ark of the covenant alongside the tables See Deuteronomy 31:24 - 26. We need, at this present time, to take account of what Christ can be to us in the way of counsel and guidance. It is a remarkable thing that in His address to Laodicea in Revelation 3, He offers counsel. He says, I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire (Revelation 3:18) and so the Lord is prepared to accord counsel to us, and this involves His headship. Isaiah calls Him, Wonderful, Counsellor. 

    The book of Deuteronomy in that way instructs the people, not how to walk in the wilderness, but how they should comport themselves in the land of Canaan, a most important part of their education; and we have to be taught how we are to comport ourselves in regard of the new place into which we are brought, which involves our relationship with the Father and the Son and with the brethren. All this is bound up in the great principle of headship. It is quite obvious that the people did not pass over into Canaan from Sinai, although it is said there were only eleven days journey from there to Kadesh-Barnea, but they went by the way of mount Seir, which I have no doubt has reference typically to the brethren. The actual way, on account of the crookedness of the people, as we all know, was much longer and took a period of well-nigh forty years; but now all that is over, and the second covenant is made with the people, not as having to go through the wilderness but as having gone through it, and as having come to the confines of Canaan and about to pass over into it. I commend that covenant to you, for it is wonderful in the spirit of it. It is in this book that you have that remarkable expression, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words, and also Moses commanded us a law, The inheritance of the congregation of Jacob, Deuteronomy 33:3. No other people in all the world had direct communications from God save themselves. 

    Well now, all that remained with them, and the Holy Spirit as well, so that, as I said, potentially they had everything, and so have we; and when I say potentially, I mean the thing has to be developed in us; the Holy Spirit would lay it upon us to work out what we have. We have everything in that sense. We have the covenant, so to speak, that is to say, all that God is to us in Christ, and we have the Holy Spirit. 

    Having thus laid the basis of what I have to say, I go on to the passage in Zechariah. The ministries of Haggai and Zechariah were contemporary. The former aroused the conscience, thus setting the people in movement; the latter brought in the purpose of God in Christ, and hence the great principle of construction which appears throughout the book. I would call attention to the second chapter of this prophet in connection with the latter thought, and also to the word carpenters. You will observe that this is how God meets the horns of the Gentiles; the great Gentile powers that scattered Judah are met, not by warriors, but by carpenters. Nothing in a way could be more interesting to us than building. God Himself is, in a sense, the great Architect of every superstructure. It is said in Hebrews 3:4, But he who has built all things [is] God, and again, Of which [referring to the city which has foundations] God is [the] artificer and constructor, Hebrews 11:10. I think we are entitled to distinguish in regard of what He builds, and one is quite justified in saying that the first building of God was Eve. I mean it is in relation to her that we have the first direct statement in Scripture of His actually building. 

    I quite recognise, as I remarked, that God builds all things, and that in laying the foundation of the earth He necessarily had in view the thought of a building, but it is remarkable that in connection with the creation of the worlds it is the word framed that is used. By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God (Hebrews 11:3) and he spoke and it was [done], he commanded, and it stood fast, Psalm 33:9. Things were done in that way, but when you come to the woman, how different! It is the rib of Adam in the hands of God. What will He make out of it? What has God made out of the fruit of the death of Christ? What is He making? The assembly, she is His own direct handiwork, made with infinite skill. So we read that, made he a woman (Genesis 2:22) and next to the man, the woman was the most marvellous creature in the whole universe of God. The man was formed out of the dust, but the woman was builded. I just refer to that, and it is noteworthy, that from that point onwards you find the principle of construction with nearly all the men of faith. I ask myself, is my service, is my course constructive or is it destructive? Destruction is a comparatively easy matter, but construction requires skill, it requires material, it requires energy, it requires too, beloved friends, that we go by the pattern; for really one may say, administratively, there is only one architect of the assembly. I apprehend that Paul got the pattern from Christ. He says, According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect (a wise one, divinely wise) I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it (1 Corinthians 3:10) firstly how he builds upon it, and then secondly what he builds upon it. In other words, I have to consider, to use terms familiar to us, the specifications both in regard of dimensions and form, and I have to consider the material. 

    It is somewhat striking that this architectural suggestion should appear in the letter to the saints at Corinth, a city that had been renowned for its outward architecture, and I have no doubt that the thought of the Spirit was to check every tendency to imitate the world. So I would now bring to your attention, for I presume that every Christian has in some sense the thought of building in his heart; if not, he should have; I bring to your attention the consideration as to whether in your work you have the pattern. The apostle Paul in his ministry at Corinth had been told by the Lord that he had much people in that city. One thanks God for every Christian. I do not know any sight more lovely than the countenances of the people of God, those who have the Spirit of God. Balaams utterances confirm this. He said, How goodly are thy tents, Jacob ... . Like aloe-trees, which Jehovah hath planted, Numbers 24:5 - 6. The Lord loves to see the countenances of His people and so the thought of many brethren is suggestive and encouraging, for one thinks of the vast number that will surround the Lord Jesus, each of whom will be like Him, conformed to His image. What a sight in the glory; an innumerable company of sons, who, as the fruit of the work of the Spirit of God, are conformed to the image of Gods Son. What a sight for God and for Christ! 

    One delights in the number, as the Lord said to Paul, I have much people in this city (Acts 18:10) but then, amid that much people, the apostle begins to clear the ground for the building. Building is for God, and so Paul says, I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified, 1 Corinthians 2:2. Away with all else, whatever it is, whether wealth, learning, or birth, as affording prominence in the things of God; the ground has to be cleared and the true foundation laid if things are to stand; so he says, other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:11. The foundation he had laid was Jesus Christ, and no one can lay another. He had laid it in view of the great divine structure, and it stands. Now he says, let each see how he builds upon it, 1 Corinthians 3:10. I take that word to myself, I am to take heed how I build, and what I build. I have to know how, and I have to know what; that is, what material. So it is to be noted in Zechariah, that instead of armed warriors being used to meet these four horns of the Gentiles, God brings in four carpenters. And what have they come for? These are come to affright them, to cast out the horns of the nations, which lifted up the horn against the land of Judah to scatter it. 

    I apprehend that Pauls ministry and Pauls building sent terror into the leaders of the world; what could they do against these? If you follow the course of the testimony in Acts, it is astonishing to see how in principle everything came down before it; as another has said, Judaism fell before it, heathenism was overthrown, and philosophy had to give way. I do not say that Caesar gave up his throne, but in principle Paul brought down every high thing, and in place of that he set up what was for God, namely, an invulnerable structure which stands, and will stand, when all else will have passed away, and all human workmanship shall have passed away when this noble structure will appear, as the holy city, having the glory of God. 

    Well now, the prophet makes inquiry as to what the four horns which he saw are, and the angel says, Those are the horns which scattered Judah, so that no man lifted up his head. It meant absolute subjugation! The very opposite to salvation for one who is saved does lift up his head, he has the helmet of salvation, so that he is not afraid. Then the answer is as referring to the four carpenters these are come to affright them, to cast out the horns of the nations. And so, beloved brethren, I would commend to you the importance of the work of the carpenters. If we are to meet things as they are, we must pay attention to building. The world is going in now for reconstruction and one can understand that, but the house, the building of God, is not a reconstruction, it is a construction. What God began with, that He is going on with, there is no change, and He will complete it. It is in that way, 

    I believe, that the Lord would enable us to meet a condition of things that is unprecedented; the world is lapsing into a covenanted condition, and one may say one can understand the necessity for it in a way, for previous covenants have been disregarded, and treated as scraps of paper, but now the effort is to make them binding, to make them worth something. Are the people of God to be different? Has not God secured His covenant? Has He not brought in that with which we are connected in fellowship and by which we are bound together in indissoluble bonds? So that if the world comes to us with its covenants, it is to find that we are already committed; and what a protection this would be to us. I commend that to you; we need to be protected, and God helps in this by bringing to our attention the necessity of being true to all to which we have been committed. 

    But that is not all; we want to be builders, and that means that we must love. I must have love and you must have love. You say, you are putting us under bondage. No; because there is an infinite supply. I understand the perfect law of liberty to be that one can supply what is required, and the Christian loves to supply love, for he has it as having the Holy Spirit. All that God is to us remains, and the Holy Spirit is in us, and thus the supply is infinite. Let us then have vessels enough, let us enlarge our vessels, for the larger the vessels the greater the supply. A comparison of John 4 and John 7 shows that the supply in the Holy Spirit is unlimited; the first for deliverance and enjoyment, the second for testimony. 

    Now we come to the building, and, as I said, it must be according to the pattern. The apostle Paul began by disallowing every human pretension, and then he brought in what is positive, Jesus Christ, the order of Man that glorified God on earth. That is the Man who is the foundation, and that is the Man who is to be the Head of the corner, and all in the structure between the foundation and the Head of the corner must be altogether and only according to Him. It is said, The fire shall try the work of each, what it is, everything shall be tested. It is a strong expression  what it is. What is my work? The fire will test it. 

    I refer now to Zechariah 4, and my thought is to show you, that what is begun will be completed. The first covenant secured really nothing in the literality of it, so that this passage refers, as I have said, to a time in which things are completed, so that you will notice Zerubbabel sets up the headstone; the foundation is laid and the same man sets up the headstone; that is the completion. Now, to come short is to be shut out altogether according to Scripture. Of Sardis it is said, I have not found thy works complete before my God, Revelation 3:2. They had begun, but had not finished, and one would inquire, as the Lord did, For which of you, desirous of building a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, if he have what [is needed] to complete it, Luke 14:28. That is a word for every one of us, as to what we have set out to do. You need not be afraid of it, for it is a poor Christian who does not set out to do something, very poor; he has no purpose. Paul says, Thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with my ... purpose, 2 Timothy 3:10. What a purpose he had! He set out to accomplish something in the power of the Spirit of God, not in his own strength, for the flesh profits nothing (John 6:63) even in Paul. In Christianity we have sufficiency wherewith to finish. Christianity is full measure, as Paul says, According to the measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to reach to you also, 2 Corinthians 10:13. That is the testimony in the power of it in my soul; it has reached unto me in that sense. Every Christian ought to be able to tell the power of Christianity, that it has reached unto his soul; the Holy Spirit has brought the love of God into your heart, and He has brought you to love God. The law did not do that. Christianity does that. It is full measure. Think of the Holy Spirit down here. 

    As far as I know, whatever springs up in the assembly in the way of error in some way or another disparages the Spirit of God. It is one thing that heaven will not admit of. Think of what the Spirit of God is! First the power in the Christian, as a well, a fountain springing up into everlasting life; is that not full measure? He springs up into everlasting life; and so in regard of testimony, it flows out, not merely as a river, but as rivers. What kind of water? Living water; the full measure from God. That is a very remarkable word in 2 Corinthians 10:13, the God of measure. But when it comes to the Spirit, God gives not the Spirit by measure (John 3:34) for the Holy Spirit is here personally; He is a divine Person. Is He not great enough to bring about the will of God; to accomplish every desire of His heart? He is. So if the foundation is laid, the headstone will be put on. Let us have no doubt about it. 

    In this day of small things these are the facts to emphasise for our encouragement. And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; and his hands shall finish it; and thou shalt know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small things? I commend that to you. The hand that laid the foundation also put on the top stone. The foundation is out of sight, it is what is wrought secretly in our hearts; in connection with it we come in self-judgment to disallow ourselves for Christ. That is the principle of the foundation and I build on that. And I would ask what is the headstone? It is Christ in the affections of His people. That is what I apprehend the headstone to be. It is Christ in all His perfection apprehended and loved and cherished in the hearts of the saints, and becoming the binding power amongst them. Let us have no other bond but that. It will stand against all the assaults of the enemy, and besides it is ornamental in the sense of grace displayed, for there is nothing really to exceed its beauty, that that Man should be held in the affections of Gods people, as an abiding influence and power there. 

    Thus the foundation and the headstone are in perfect agreement. I have often thought of Simeon in the temple with the Babe in his arms; a beautiful sight! When you come to Ephesians it is not the Babe in the arms of the saint, but as having arrived at a full-grown man, it is Christ in His full perfections known and loved and treasured in the hearts of the saints; that is what I apprehend the headstone to be, and so I commend to you the divine thought of construction. 

    The line is this, first we are bound together in indissoluble bonds, having been committed to this in fellowship; then by the power of the Spirit working in our hearts there will be love amongst ourselves, love one for another; and finally, Christ will have His place in our hearts according to all that He is, as the binding power, the Headstone of the corner. May God grant it to be so! 

  
    THE PURPOSE OF GOD IN A DAY OF SMALL THINGS (JT 10)

    Zechariah 1

    JTIt helps to make clear the position here if we note that these two prophets laboured together on account of a certain condition at Jerusalem, recorded in the fourth and fifth chapters of Ezra. 

    Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes letter was read before Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem, unto the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power. Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius; king of Persia, Ezra 4: 23. Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them, Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets of God helping them, Ezra 5: 1, 2. 

    If we get the situation clearly before us we will see the circumstances under which they laboured, and how they not only spoke the word of the Lord, but also helped in the building. 

    FLI suppose there might be a suggestion in that there were two. I was thinking of the two witnesses in the Revelation. It is rather interesting to see, if you compare Haggai with Zechariah, that Haggai speaks, then there is an interval and Zechariah speaks; then there is an interval and Haggai speaks; then there is an interval again and Zechariah speaks. That is, the one supports the testimony of the other. 

    Compare Haggai 2: 1; Zechariah 1: 1; Haggai 2: 10;. Zechariah 1: 7. 

    JTHaggai in his messages, I think he received five, deals with the condition of the people, calling attention to the lethargy that had set in among them, in that they were dwelling in ceiled houses and the house of the Lord lay desolate. The first message creating a movement among them, there is a second one, and a third one; and then there is a fourth one on the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, and there is a fifth one on that same day. This fifth message, I think, lays the basis for Zechariah, because in the last message he speaks to Zerubbabel, who undoubtedly typifies the Lord Jesus in connection with the purposes of God. 

    Verse 20 of chapter 2 reads: And again the word of the Lord came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying, Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen: and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother. In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make thee as a signet; for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts. 

    FLI thought Haggai concerns himself particularly with the house and the glory of the house in connection with Christ; while Zechariah seems to concern himself more with the city, and the land, and the nations, and so develops a great deal more than Haggai. 

    JTYes, and Haggai calls attention to the day on which they began to move and take account of things with God. Now he wishes that they should note that day, for he says the blessing begins then. It says in chapter 2: 18, Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the day that the foundation of the Lords temple was laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you. 

    An Israelite would value that day; he would go out occasionally to look at the different things to see how they were coming on. It would be a time of expectation from Jehovah from that point. The vine, and the fig tree, and pomegranate and olive had not as yet begun to bud, but now they were to watch for growth. That is, I suppose, the word of God moves us and we take account of His interests. We can find these four things in a spiritual sense developed; the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate and olive. 

    WCRWhat is the spiritual significance of them? 

    JTPerhaps we had better turn to Judges 9: 9: The olive tree says, Should I leave my fatness; wherewith by me they honour God and man? And the fig tree says, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit? And the vine says, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man? These three are there, that which honours God and man, that which cheers God and man, and the sweetness and good fruit. These are features that developed from that day, the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, and they are most essential things to have if we are set here in relation to the things of God. I suppose, the pomegranate would be typical of unity. 

    FLYou get that from the garment of the high priest? 

    JTYes. Those who come from the West Indies say the form of the fruit suggests it. Although I am not much acquainted with that, I think the spiritual use of it would be unity. A Christian would go out and see how these things developed, beginning with that day, the day he became exercised by the word of God coming home to him. 

    FLSo the Lord, in the day when the terrific pressure of things was to bear in on the remnant, does not throw them upon outside signs or marks, but says, they were to look for the budding of the fig tree. That would be their sign. There is the evidence of a divine work, a divine work which is responsive to His touch from the heavens in the rain and sun. It is the evidence of a divine work that we are to look for. As you said, they were to go out and look for it. 

    JTThe Lord had cursed the fig tree before He left, and I suppose the budding would be the indication of an incoming of life. So it is with us. 

    FLHe had reversed all that now. 

    JTNo one would seek to occupy Christians with themselves, but certainly a godly Jew under those circumstances would consider from that day onward and see how the things went. The blessing of God was seen in the fruitfulness of his garden. 

    JBThree of these fruits, omitting the olive, were mentioned in regard to what the spies brought back from the land, grapes, figs and pomegranates. 

    JTYes. So that they are a sort of heavenly growth. That elevates the subject a bit, bringing in a heavenly thought. Now the second message to Haggai is very interesting in the sense that it is the counterpart of the first, being on the same day. It connects the soul with the purpose of God. That is, there is the fruit growing on the one hand; and then the purpose of God, my relation to Christ: all that He has in His mind in regard of Christ. I think Zechariah enlarges greatly on that. You have a definite person introduced here. Haggai leaves you with a definite person before your soul, a figurative person, Zerubbabel. He is left before the soul as Jehovahs signet, who is Christ, I suppose, suggesting that everything is, so to speak, to bear the impress of this Man. 

    FLIt is evident there is a great expansion in Zechariah, and it seems to me that Haggai comes in on the moral line of recovery in connection with the house. Zechariah, as you said, takes up the purpose of God. It would help if you would give us an outline of what is in your mind in connection with Zechariah. 

    JTFirst of all, you have in the chapter read, the Gentile monarchies or powers, and their relation to Israel, Judah and Jerusalem. They had gone beyond the divine direction. They had done more than God had directed them to do and God is taking account of this. So the first chapter is the way that God takes account of the Gentile powers; they are met with these four carpenters, remarkable kind of instruments to use to meet the influence or power of the Gentiles. The second chapter is God dwelling in Zion, and the holy land. The expression holy land is found there: in Nehemiah it is the holy city. And the third chapter, I think, is the kind of man that is to be in it. I do not know that we should go beyond that for the moment. That was what I especially had in view in suggesting this book. The message to Zerubbabel is very remarkable in that it comes in on the same day on which the saints are moved to look for fruit-bearing. We have the fruit unto holiness, so to speak, but then Christ is the object of the purpose of God and that must be provided for in our souls. Here is the One who is Jehovahs signet, the One, I suppose, who is to stand for, to give character to everything, and our souls are to develop and progress on that line. 

    So what Zechariah opens up to us is the city and the holy land. 

    FLI suppose at the end of the second chapter we come to a kind of climax. That is, things have been pursued to the point of the Lord finding His inheritance in the holy land and the city, and all flesh is called upon to be silent, for the Lord is raised up out of His holy habitation. Then at the end of the third chapter, you would say, we get another climax. That is, the millennial order of things; every man calls his neighbour under his vine and under his fig-tree. First we have Gods portion, and then blessing for men in the world to come. 

    AFMThat would be a clear advance upon Haggai, where they go to see if they are flourishing. You can call your neighbour under the vine and fig trees now Yes. The vine and fig-tree are already grown and have flourished. 

    AFMDo you regard these two things as encouragement for us who have left the confusion of Babylon and are seeking to be here in connection with the recovered light of God? Is that what is in your mind? 

    JTThat is what I had in mind. First, Haggai bringing in the light as to the house and leading the movement which God formally approves; and then the subsequent messages of Haggai, leading up to Zerubbabel, who is definitely set before the soul as he who is Jehovahs signet. I think that we are in that way set on the line of Colossians. Here is a man for God. And Zechariah, I think, opens up typically Ephesians to us. 

    GWHColossians gives you the Man. 

    JTYes, He is definitely before the soul now. I suppose Romans is the budding, the principle of things in the soul. You go back to that. You have fruit unto holiness. Then you get a Man, a definite object for the soul, in Colossians; and in Ephesians the full purpose of God, the sphere of it, and the order of Man that will be there. 

    WHFYou are speaking now in regard to the scripture before us, that it gives a sort of detail in regard to Colossians and Ephesians? 

    JTI think Romans is the spirit, or principle, of things in Christianity. That is, you have the principle of faith there, the budding. All is there. It is potential; that is, there are great possibilities. They are not all achieved yet, or accomplished, but they are all there potentially, so it becomes evident that Romans is the great fundamental epistle, as we have often observed. I refer to it now as that which treats of life in the Spirit, the secret of fruit-bearing. But Colossians is more than that. It is assumed that they have love for all the saints, which is a great evidence of the power of the Spirit in them. The Spirit is hardly mentioned in Colossians, His work is in evidence more. In Romans the Spirit is very prominent, but in Colossians it is the effect of the Spirit: the evidences of life are there, but there was a need of recognizing the Head. The Colossians were amiss on that line, and the Christ is brought in in His personal dignity as Head, which they were to hold. They were to hold the Head. He was the source of everything for them. There is nothing much said about the sphere of things in Colossians, because the point was to get Christ into their hearts in His position as Head. But when you come to Ephesians the sphere is introduced almost immediately. God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavens. It is where the thing is in Ephesians, and so we are raised up and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. So in the third chapter we have the length, breadth, and height and depth; it is a question of the domain or sphere of things. 

    GWHIn Ephesians you grow up into him in all things. 

    JTIn all things Quite so. 

    WHFI was wondering what bearing this would have upon us at present? 

    JTIt seems to me, that it is of immense moment to us to have opened up the scope of the truth in that way. In the day of small things we are to have all the truth, although compatibility may not always be apparent: especially the truth which relates to the house of God. If we love the truth we want all the truth, because the truth is to be loved and every item of it must be held in our souls. It seems as if these prophets were used of God to bring in the great features of the truth that had been communicated in the Old Testament; the truth of the house of God and the land. The latter was given to them according to purpose. 

    WHFAll centred in Christ, and, as I understand it, in Old Testament scriptures you get certain details that help in regard to the New Testament. 

    JTDetails that are not found in the New Testament, and hence the importance of the Old Testament and the understanding of it so as to fill out the truth in our souls. 

    RLCIn Galatians the apostle reminds those to whom he wrote of the blessing that once ye spake of There was the taking note of what God had given and which they had lost the sense of He reminds them of brighter days. They had lost the sense of it. 

    JTAs Jehovah reminded Israel, through Jeremiah, of their brighter days. He says, I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when ... ... Israel was holiness unto the Lord, Jeremiah 2: 2, 3. 

    FLWhen thou wentest after me, showing there had been that response. The prophet Zechariah is in a measure a condensation of the whole of the Old Testament. With Haggai and Malachi, it is the closing word of the Old Testament testimony, and brings it all up and connects it, typically, with Christ. Everything is summarised and brought up to a definite and ordered conclusion. We are established in those things now. So when He speaks to Nathaniel about sitting under the fig-tree we are supposed to understand the reference. And the same applies to many other references in the New Testament. This is especially evident in the book of Revelation. 

    JTThey searched the scriptures daily, whether these things were so. This shows how Old Testament scriptures were regarded as confirmatory of what was presented in the gospel. 

    FLSo when the Lord spoke to the disciples of being the True Vine, the significance of that is to be understood by seeing what the vine had been before.. The Lord does not repeat those things. He assumes that we know. 

    WCRWhat were you going to say about the carpenters? 

    JTIt is remarkable that it should be such that God should use to overthrow these great powers. It suggests to my mind that in meeting evil God is constructive as well as destructive. A military man destroys. Anyone who goes in the wake of an army knows what it does. Destruction is there. But a carpenter is not for destruction, but for construction, so that in casting out, or fraying the horns of the Gentiles, you have something built up for God. That was what marked the ministry of Christ and it was what marked the apostles ministry, especially Paul. He has power for destruction, but he had power for construction, and that was what he delighted in. 

    AFMAre these four horns the four great monarchies spoken of in Daniel? 

    JTI think so. Indeed it is said so formally at the end of this chapter. These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 

    JBWhen speaking of constructive work done by the carpenters, it would be to displace the horns by that which God would bring in and build up. 

    FLIt is very remarkable and one would regard it with reverence, that when the Lord was here on earth, He was a carpenter. He was the Carpenter of Nazareth. 

    WCRHe said, The Son of man is not come to destroy mens lives, but to save them. 

    AFMWhy four carpenters? 

    JTI suppose the reference is to what is universal. 

    AFMAll other kingdoms are to be annulled and Christs kingdom fill the whole earth. Compare Daniel 2: 35, 44. 

    FLI suppose there is no doubt that four horns have reference to the four Gentile kingdoms. There was that adequate from the side of God to overthrow every one of those powers, until finally He reaches that which is eternally established. 

    JTShowing that the power God brought in to deal with this universal human power was commensurate, and more than that, Because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. (1 John 4: 4) That is, the Lord in His ministry met all this in principle in the power of the Spirit, and so did the apostles. Finally these powers, or what represents them at the end, shall be overthrown, their place taken by Christs kingdom. 

    RLCThe Lord was displeased with two of His disciples when they demanded fire to come down from heaven. The point now is construction, not destruction. 

    JBIt is very encouraging to notice in a day like Zechariahs, which answers to the present day, that we find these four carpenters who are indicative of the way by which God works to establish His thoughts. 

    JTIt seems to me that the great point for us to see is that our business is construction, to be building up. However small our work may be, it is part of that which is going to supersede all this that is going on. 

    AFMPaul was regarded as a wise architect, and he gives a word to others to take heed how they build. It is on that line you are speaking, is it not? 

    JTYes The Lord says, On this rock I will build my assembly. So Paul lays a foundation, and others are to build on it. Christianity is marked by building or construction. 

    WHFChristianity in its fulness begins with Paul. Paul was called out sovereignly, after Stephens testimony. He was the chosen vessel to unfold the mystery of the assembly in connection with the counsel of God. 

    JTHe was the wise architect, and so laid the foundation. He had the whole plan of the building in his mind and it was to be indicated to those who could build with him. 

    FLIn other words, if we did not have the ministry of Paul we should not have the full light of Christianity; up till his call God had been recognising Israel in His patient grace. 

    JTThings were in a transient sort of state. But the foundation Paul laid ignored Jewish privileges. The building or construction is such an important feature of the testimony, because we are not so many individuals simply. According to Romans we are taken up as individuals and set up before God; but even Romans laid the basis for unity. We are one body in Christ in Romans 12; not of Christ yet. We are not so many individuals acting in our individual capacity in relation to God. We have relations one to another, and without that you could not have the idea of construction. All has reference to the underlying fact that we are one body. The point for each is to see that he has part in the building; and not only that I am of the structure, but, in my measure, I am a constructor. 

    WCRThe word edify suggests that. It is continually presented in Scripture that we are to edify one another. 

    JTQuite. But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (Ephesians 4: 7) He would have that in view in the gift He gives to each of us, so that as we have two or three together this principle of construction becomes immediately applicable. That with which God intended to meet the power of destruction is thus apparent. That is the testimony. 

    JBIn verses 18 - 21 you get an encouraging contrast: Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, four horns; And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. And the Lord showed me four carpenters. 

    JTYes, The Lord showed me. The Lord would have the prophet know the means and manner of dealing with the evil. 

    JBIf we are exercised the Lord will show us not only that which is going to meet the power of evil and do away with it, but that by which He will establish everything that He has purposed. 

    JTThat is the thought that for the moment should lay hold of our hearts. We are on the constructive line and if you have two or three it may become evident. 

    FLOne who is really formed in his soul in the teaching of Romans is a finished stone, ready to be put in the building. 

    JTWhat you notice in connection with the truth of the epistle is that we are not said to be the body of Christ, but one body in Christ, Romans 12: 5. 

    It is our relation to one another that is in view there; the thought of the body of Christ is greater than that; it is for His display. Romans, in this respect, saves us from independency. Being one body in Christ, all fleshly effort in the unity is precluded. 

    AFMI was going to remark that just prior to that the believer is seen as presenting his own body, and then upon that comes the truth of our being one body in Christ. We could not be said to be that before presenting our individual bodies a living sacrifice. 

    JTYour will would be active unless you had presented your body to God. 

    WCRI did not follow your point about being one body in Christ. 

    JTRomans 12 says, For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; thus we, being many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other. The point I made was, that it is not the body of Christ in Romans. That is Colossians and Ephesians, but in Romans it is so many believers together in unity. Before you can speak of the body of Christ you must first recognise the unity that is proper and normal among brethren, and that is what Romans teaches. It is a question of our relation one to the other. 

    WHFDoes the body come in to correct independency? 

    JTIt is brought in for that in Romans, I think. 

    WHFBut quite a different aspect from what you get in Ephesians. 

    FLAnd completely opposed to all in Christendom, where bodies are organised on human lines of organisation for different beneficial, uplifting and reform purposes. 

    JTIt would be out of all reason to say, that all these bodies are in Christ. Is Christ divided? 

    FLIt is a great bond. Where are you to find unity now? You get it in Christ. 

    GWHIn order to build you would require wisdom. 

    JTI think so. To build effectively one must have clearly the architects plans. In 1 Corinthians 3 the apostle says, Let each see how he builds upon it. He had set the idea before them in Corinth, and now he says, For other foundation can no man lay beside that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. It is not Christ Jesus there, but Jesus Christ. It is that order of Man. He would not have any other, and so all the after-builders must see to it that the material used must be of this kind. 

    GWHSo in leading believers your exercise would be to present Christ in some light to meet them in their present need. 

    JTThat is it. The order of Man you would be exercised about presenting would be Jesus Christ. Otherwise you could not bring in the constructive idea at all, because if you bring in what is in connection with any other man you have material that has to come under judgment. 

    WHFSpurious material. 

    JTExactly. It would be spurious, wood, hay, stubble. 

    AFMSo it is important that the superstructure in the soul be of the same kind as the foundation. 

    JTYes, and I think Romans is the great foundation epistle, because one reckons ones self dead to sin, and alive unto God in Christ Jesus. That is how you are alive, not in any other sense; all that is not in Christ Jesus is spurious. 

    WHFIs it because we are weak on that side we have so often to turn to this epistle? 

    JTThe Spirit of God seems to have to remind us of it always, but you see in this passage how much the purpose of God is before the mind of the Spirit. He says in the nineteenth verse: these are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem; these latter expressions involving Gods purpose. And then it says: These are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it God has the land in His mind. 

    AFMThat introduces chapter two, the holy land, as you were saying. 

    J.T. Yes The idea of the four horns was to scatter. 

    JTIt says, No man did lift up his head: the power was so absolute, that there was no resisting it. 

    RLCWhen the mighty works of Jesus were taken note of they were offended in Him, because they said, Is not this the carpenters son?(Matthew 13: 55) They were offended in Him, because of His humble, lowly origin; but He was on right constructive lines. 

    FLThese things are dependent really upon the prophet, and the priest, and the king; and Christ is the Prophet, and He is the Priest, and He is the King. I hope when we get on a little further in the book we shall be able to see how those functions are exercised by Christ in bringing about the establishment of the divine system, and bringing in the purpose of God. 

  
    VALLEYS (WJH 18)

    Psalm 84: 5-7; Hosea 2: 14-23; Zechariah 1: 7-11

    The object in reading these three scriptures is to speak of the reference to a valley contained in each. The first scripture refers to the valley of Baca, which means weeping; the second refers to the valley of Achor, which means trouble; the third, as in the New Translation, speaks of the low valley, or the bottom, as in the Authorised Version. The low valley is where the myrtle trees are, and where the horses and the rider are seen. 

    It is clear that God uses figures drawn from creation for our instruction; indeed, we must have such figures to understand what He would convey to us, because our thoughts are necessarily limited to what is intelligible to us in the creation. God frequently uses the thought of valleys to bring spiritual things before us, as, indeed, He does mountains. The mountains suggest what is elevated and strong, and where reserves are found. What great mountains are referred to in Scripture, such as mount Zion: Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, Psalm 48: 2. There is the mount of Olives, too, what a mountain! Many others also, indicating great spiritual elevations to which God would bring us, where we can view what is in the mind of God. On the other hand, the thought of the valley implies necessity to go down. I may say that fertility is generally in the valleys, and that is where the springs run and the rivers flow. What valleys there are, and all call for humility on our side to get the gain of what they represent. 

    I would refer to one or two we have to do with. There is the valley of the shadow of death, how important that we should recognise and have to do with that valley. To overlook that the shadow of death is on everything here, is not the way to spiritual progress, for we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. Everything that is earthly in character is in the valley of the shadow of death. Scripture also speaks of the valley of salt, where we may find in abundance what is necessary to preserve. Great victories have been won in that valley by the people of God. 

    I would say a word about the valley of weeping, the valley of Baca, because God has allowed a great period of sorrow to come upon man, in which we have part. There are probably more tears being shed on earth today than ever before in the history of mankind, and Gods people, in common with all men, are in the valley of weeping. This valley will become a fertile place as we go down into it; it says, Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee  they, in whose heart are the highways. Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring. One cannot but feel intensely for those who are in that valley who do not know God, who do not have to do with God. The Psalmist speaks of the blessedness of those who trust in God, and in whose heart are the highways. This is a remarkable expression. The divine highways are in their heart. If we go down to the valley of weeping without the divine highways in our hearts, we will not be blessed. God would help us to have the divine highways our hearts, meaning that we love Gods highways. 

    I trust all here are prepared to make room in their heart for the divine highways. This is a day when highways, of great importance, for nations are competing for the highways. God has His highways, and He would have them in our hearts, that is, He would have us love them. What highways God has: The first, dear brethren, is the way of righteousness; it says, he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness. Psalm 23: 3. Righteousness is, I believe, the first of the divine highways, and we want that highway in our hearts  to love righteousness. 

    Another highway is the way of holiness. Holiness is more than righteousness, holiness is that evil is hated and good is loved. God wants us to have that highway in our hearts. There is also the way of peace, what a magnificent road! the way of peace, the people of God are to be sons of peace, indeed peace is the effect of righteousness. An offshoot of the way of righteousness is the way of peace. Then there is the way of truth in contrast to what is false. The way of truth is to be in the heart, truth in the inward parts. All these highways converge into the more excellent way, the way of love. 

    Satan has his highways, too, dreadful paths they are, and all lead downward to beneath. The divine highways all lead upward to God, the way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath. Proverbs 15: 24. The devil has highways all converging upon hell, but God has His highways all converging towards Christ and leading above. Passing into the valley of weeping, the valley of Baca, as loving the divine highways, will result in that valley becoming a well. This means that the Spirit of God is there to support them in their tears; whether the tears are in relation to human suffering; whether they be tears in relation to household sorrow; or whether they be tears in relation to assembly sorrows; if the divine highways are in our hearts, that valley becomes a well, the Spirit of God being there to support us. 

    We can think of our Lord Jesus Christ going into such a valley. How He frequented the valley of Baca in the days of His flesh. He offered up strong, crying and tears in the days of His flesh; He was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, Isaiah 53: 3. But the divine highways stand out in remarkable clarity in His heart: He loved righteousness, He loved truth, He loved peace, for He was the Prince of it, He loved holiness, He loved good. The Spirit of God was there to support Him, as Man, in the wilderness; it says. He was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, Luke 4: 1. He was supported by the well in that valley. Thus shall we be if the divine highways are in our hearts when called to go down to the valley of weeping. Then it says, the rain also filleth the pools. That is to say, blessings from above fill our souls so that conditions suitable for the harvest should be brought about. 

    I think most of us can say humbly that the periods of sorrow have been the periods when the support of the Spirit and the influence of heaven have been most realised, so that the soul becomes fertile for God. I refer to that because tears and sorrow are features of this day. God has allowed this valley to extend throughout the earth today as never before, and I would commend to everyone that as having the divine highways in our hearts we shall gain from the valley of Baca. 

    In regard to the dear young men placed in camps, I have no doubt that some of them will shed tears as they have to do with conditions so different from anything they have known, but if the divine highways are in their hearts: righteousness, holiness, peace, truth and love, I am sure that the Holy Spirit will be there to support them; the rain will fill the pools, and there will be a harvest for God. 

    I pass on from that to the valley of Achor, the valley of trouble. This valley is said to be a door of hope. In that valley sin is judged. To fail to judge sin is to be without hope. I know to do so means trouble. I refer first of all to what actually happened in that valley. God had ceased to support His people and they had turned their back to their enemies. When Joshua asked God what it meant, God said that Israel had sinned, they had stolen, they had dissembled, and He would not go on with them. Joshua sees that the matter must be faced, because to be without God is to be without hope; so every tribe is brought forward, then every family, then every household, and then every man, to locate who had stolen and dissembled. I have often thought of this as we come together to judge evil before God. This represents an exercise that God calls upon us to go through, when man by man we submit ourselves to the scrutiny of God. What must have been in the minds of many as they came up: will God disclose that I am the guilty one? There is no escaping the eye of God, for everything is naked and open before Him with whom we have to do. Every man came before God to be scrutinised. When the matter came to a head in Achan, he acknowledged that he had taken the splendid Babylonish garment and the wedge of gold and the silver, and had buried them in his tent. Joshua faces this matter out; Achan is taken down to the valley of Achor, the valley of trouble, is stoned, and they raise a heap of stones over him which it says is there to this day. 

    Hundreds of years afterwards the Spirit of God, through the prophet Hosea, says that valley is a door of hope. We are to humbly go down and look at that heap of stones, underneath which lie the bones of a man who stole and dissembled. How often we have to locate these principles in our own hearts. What would he want with that garment? He intended one day to be seen in it, to parade himself in it. He intended to take the silver and the gold that was devoted to God to use it for himself. Dear brethren, it is great trouble to face these evil motives in our own souls. As judging ourselves, we do not want to appear in a garment that is not our own, and we do not want to steal what belongs to God. The Lord is calling on all of us to judge ourselves, and to go down into this valley with all the trouble and heart searching it causes. But the Lord says, I will give her... the valley of Achor for a door of hope. The consequence of going into that valley is that she shall sing as in the days of her youth. What flows out of facing this matter in self-judgment is that we begin to sing; when we are going on with evil we never really sing, we may make a noise, but we never really sing. What marked her in her youth was that she sang, I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously, Exodus 15: 1. She sang of the way the Lord had delivered her from Egypt, and she sang again in her youth, Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it. Numbers 21: 17. The joy of being set free from the world and making room for the blessed Spirit is what marks the youth of the believer. What joy to be done with the worlds system, and what joy to have a well springing up in our hearts to God. 

    If we go into the valley of Achor, and judge sin as God judges it, we sing again as in our youth, and what follows is that we call Christ Ishi, not Baali; Baalim or Baali involves idolatry. We call Him Ishi, that is my husband. This word is true for the individual, and it is true for the assembly. The seventh of Romans speaks of the believer being married to another  Christ as the object of the believers heart. The allowance of sin robs us of the enjoyment of this, but the going into the valley of Achor restores it, so that we say to Christ Ishi, my Husband. The allowance of sin in the assembly would rob the assembly of the present joy of Christ as Head of the assembly, but judgment of sin by the assembly restores the enjoyment of Christs place as Head of the assembly. 

    I do desire to make self-judgment attractive to us, for it restores singing; it restores the joy of the relationship that exists between Christ and the individual believer, between Christ and the assembly; then, in addition, it says, And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things. God would put restrictions on powers that would destroy us, represented by the beasts of the field, the fowls of the air, or the creeping things. 

    Finally it says, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the new wine, and the oil. The issue is that God is in touch with His people, and they are in the enjoyment of the corn and the wine and the oil. The joy of spiritual things abounds, where there is self-judgment. If we are short of spiritual food, or spiritual joy and dignity, it is because we have not been frequenting the valley of Achor. 

    I trust that it is clear to us that the door of hope, found in the valley of Achor where evil is judged according to God, leads to singing; leads to that blessed word Ishi; leads to protection from the beasts, the birds and the creeping things, that are destroying Christendom. It leads to a condition in which we secure the ear of God and also to abundance of corn, and wine, and oil. What possibilities there are available if we judge ourselves. The valley of Achor was the door of hope for the Corinthians, and also for the wicked person that was put away. Later, he, too, judged himself and was restored to the holy privileges available in the assembly. Do I speak to a brother or a sister who has stopped singing? Consider this the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth. The Lord is willing to resume intimate relations with every believer and every assembly, based on self-judgment. He wants us to say to Him my husband, the most intimate relationship is available to persons who go down into the valley of Achor. 

    A few words now as to the last remarkable scripture. In the low valley, or bottom, there are myrtle trees. If the trees have become faded, if the leaves have withered, it is because they are not in the low valley. Every tree in the low valley is like myrtle, is green, fresh and living. It is when we get out of the position of humility and lowliness that the leaf withers away. Our blessed Lord always lived in the low valley when here. How He descended: He went down to Nazareth; He went down to Capernaum; He went down to the cross. He descended into the lower parts of the earth. He says, I am meek and lowly in heart. Matthew 11: 29. He was always green, the greenest tree that ever lived. If we are to be green, and remain green, we need to learn from Him. 

    The prophet sees this vision at night, there are horses, there are myrtle trees, there is the low valley. What is learned in this low valley is that the horses are under control. God controls the movements of the nations and will not allow them to injure His people if in accord with the myrtle trees in the low valley. We learn more of these horses in chapter 6. Two of them go into the north country, with the result that God says they have quieted His spirit. He was disturbed by what had taken place in the north country, and the black and the white horses are used governmentally deal with the north country. Others go to the south country, and others go through the earth wherever they will. In all movements the myrtle trees in the low valley are preserved. There is no suggestion that they are destroyed. 

    The horses represent the nations held under control by God. God will protect His people providentially, as suggested by the presence of the angel in the low valley. The Lord Jesus said to Pilate, Thou hadst no authority whatever against me if it were not given to thee from above, John 19: 11. No Roman emperor or his governor could touch Him unless permitted by God. Our exercise is to be marked by life and humility. The low valley is where the prophet learns that the horses are under control; in the north country or the south country they may appear to do what they like, but in the low valley they are seen to be under control. The movements of the nations will not destroy Gods people if they have these features. 

    These are the thoughts I wish to present. The importance of the highways being in our hearts as entering the valley of weeping; thus we will have the support of the well and the rain. The valley of Achor, the valley of trouble, is where we judge evil, but it secures the greatest possible blessing from God. Finally, the low valley, the place of myrtle trees, is where no horse, however strong, will ever harm us. May the Lord help us to be steady as these great movements of the nations proceed, that we may be like the myrtle trees in the low valley and realise that God is controlling these horses. 
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    ZECHARIAH 2 (CAC 8)

    Zechariah 2

    In a further vision Zechariah sees a man with a measuring line in his hand, to whom he says, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, to measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof, verses 1 and 2. The result of the work of the craftsmen seen in the vision is that it becomes possible to take definite account of Jerusalem as it is in the mind of God. The whole breadth and length of Gods thoughts as to His assembly come into view. The man with the measuring line has the whole area before him, and with special reference to the city having four sides, which suggests universality. If God returns to Jerusalem with mercies it is to a Jerusalem with measurements; that is, to a Jerusalem which answers to His own thoughts. No spiritual person could think that the Christian profession today answers to the mind of the Lord, or to the teaching of His apostles. Outwardly things are, indeed, in a ruined state, as they were in Zechariahs time, but if God comes in in mercy it is to call attention to things as they are in His mind. The constructive work today proceeds on the line of the divine plan. If we have not the thought of things being according to divine measurement we shall be aimless, and there will be little really done that is constructive. We shall, more or less, contribute to the ruin. 

    The man with the measuring line directs our thoughts to what is before God, and suggests that He means to give effect to it in a practical way. The full accomplishment of the prophecy of this chapter will be the setting up of Jerusalem in the earth as the city of Gods choice. This was set before the remnant to cheer them in a day of small things. They were to have before them the wide expanse of what God would do for Jerusalem in a coming day of glory. This was to be a stimulus and strength for them in a day of much weakness. There had been what corresponds with this in our day. God has brought before His saints the whole breadth and length of what is in His mind as to the assembly, and He has done so in order that it might be worked out constructively; that is, in a concrete and practical way. Gods Jerusalem today has been brought about as the result of the death of Christ. It was prophesied by Caiaphas that Jesus was going to die for the nation and, it is added, not for the nation only, but that he should also gather together into one the children of God who were scattered abroad, John 11:51, 52. This gathering together into one of the children of God is the Jerusalem which God chooses and loves today. Then the Son of God as the Shepherd has said, And I have other sheep which are not of this fold: these also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, one shepherd, John 10: 16. What a contrast is this to the many folds of Christendom! But that this is the divine thought no believer could question for a moment. Then as to the gift of the Holy Spirit, Peter said on the day of Pentecost, For to you is the promise and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God may call, 

    Acts 2: 39. The reception of the same divine gift by all those called of God constitutes such a unity as was never known on earth before. Even as we read in 1 Corinthians 12: 13, For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink into one Spirit. All who are in Christ are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other, Romans 12: 5. Indeed, no thought of different parties or opinions could be introduced into that region of which Scripture speaks as in Christ, and in Christ Jesus. Nothing inconsistent with the truth can have any footing in the assembly of God, for that assembly is the pillar and base of the truth, 1 Timothy 3: 15. 

    If we put these thoughts together, and of course many other Scriptures might be added, we shall get some idea of what answers now to the city Jerusalem as seen in Zechariah. In Gods way of mercy and blessing and by a revival of His precious truth in the ministry of the word, and in the intelligent affections of His saints, He has returned, by causing His people to return, to His original thoughts. The breadth and length of His grace and counsel in Christ have been measured for us so that we might apprehend them, and live in them, and walk together as in the practical power of them. We see in the scripture before us that Jerusalem was not only to be measured, but it was to be inhabited. Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein, verse 4. God does not intend the truth of the assembly merely to be contemplated in the abstract; He would have it to be taken up and worked out practically, for it does not appear in any way as a testimony save as living persons walk in it together. God is bringing His people in these last days to inhabit Jerusalem. When we commit ourselves to walk together with our brethren in the truth of what is in Gods mind for all His saints we become pleasurable to Him, and we come in a special way under His protection. And I, saith Jehovah, I will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her, verse 5. If we commit ourselves wholly to what is of God He will assuredly protect us. The assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own, is not less precious to Him than Jerusalem. It is the true Jerusalem today, and God is the glory in the midst of it. There is no such glory as God in the midst of His saints. Would that we were more expectant of realising it whenever we come together! Of course, it can only be in holy conditions. But where Christ is treasured in every heart, and all are enjoying the liberty which is in Christ Jesus, and refusing any place to the flesh, there is nothing to interfere with the glory of Gods presence being known in the midst of His assembly. Those who hold in faith and love to Gods thoughts concerning Christ and the assembly will be protected by God as a wall of fire round about. There is much in the Christian profession that is not worth protecting, for it savours of man, and not of God. The question is raised with us all as to whether we are of value to God as bound up in our affections with what is precious in His sight. A few saints walking together in truth and love will find that God is unto them a wall of fire round about. This was perhaps never more needed than it is today. 

    Then there is a gracious call to the many who are not dwelling in Jerusalem, who do not really know the liberty which is in Christ Jesus. Ho, ho! flee from the land of the north, saith Jehovah ... . Ho! escape Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon, verses 6 and 7. At that time the majority of the people of Judah were still in Babylon, just as the majority of Gods people today are still in bondage to a clerical system of things which deprives them of liberty to take up assembly privileges. But they are all called to flee from bondage, and to come to their true place of liberty according to the mercies which God is showing to His people today. Every true saint belongs to Jerusalem, and should be there as to his affections and his associations. What God has done for some of His people He is ready to do for all. 

    Then there is a remarkable word in verse 8: For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: After the glory, hath he sent me unto the nations that made you a spoil: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. After bringing in the glory to Jerusalem, God will deal with every adverse power. We know that after the assembly is glorified God will judge the corrupt and idolatrous system of Babylon; Revelation 17 and 18. But in reviving the truth as to the assembly, and securing some correspondence with it, even though in a small remnant, God has already, in a spiritual sense, brought in the glory. His having done so makes it more necessary than ever that all that is Babylonish and corrupting should be judged, for we may be sure that Babylon will ever be hostile to Jerusalem, and therefore it will ever be a subject of judgment with God. He is intensely sensitive to anything that touches His Jerusalem, for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. No figure could more strikingly convey how sensitive God is as to anything that touches those who love Him, and who enter collectively into His thoughts. For it must be obvious to us all that Jerusalem refers to what the saints have in common, and what they enjoy together; it refers to what is collective. 

    So Jehovah says, Sing aloud and rejoice, daughter of Zion; for behold I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith Jehovah, verse 10. God is securing a place where He can dwell among His people collectively. Do we really believe it? Shall it not be our supreme care to preserve conditions suitable to His dwelling in our midst? We can hardly think of God dwelling in the midst of His saints without there being blessing in the gospel. So He says, And many nations shall join themselves to Jehovah in that day, and shall be unto me for a people, verse 11. There is the thought of others joining themselves to God known as dwelling in the midst of Zion. Things come short of Gods thought if there is no extension of the knowledge of Himself to others. I am sure this is an exercise to us all. 

    And Jehovah shall inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and shall yet choose Jerusalem, verse 12. God has chosen to have men for His portion. This is a wondrous thought, and should affect us profoundly. As we open our hearts to His grace and love made known to us in Christ, and as we take in what He has freely given to us, we become His portion, His inheritance. We may be quite sure that there is nothing so delightful to God as those purposes of love in regard to His elect which He has formed in Christ. He is working that they may be so known in human hearts that He gets the praise and worship that are due. It is as all that in which He is made known comes in its blessedness into the hearts of His saints that He gets the glory of it. It comes before Him, not only as known in His own heart, but as known in the hearts of those who compose His assembly. As they take up His thoughts with great delight they become His portion. It will be so eternally. 

    This section of the book finishes with a call to all flesh to be silent before Jehovah; for he is risen up out of his holy habitation, verse 13. If God rises up to give effect to His thoughts and purposes with regard to His assembly He will see the matter through in His own way. Our chief concern should be to be with Him as to what He is doing, and to be available for His work. 

    It is important to bear in mind that what we have been considering, and what follows in this book, were spoken to a people who had returned from captivity, but who were neglectful of His work. They were dwelling in their own houses while His house lay waste. But He helped them, and re-awakened their energies by bringing before them what He had in His own heart, and what was involved in His returning to Jerusalem with mercies. It was just what was worthy of God in such circumstances. And in our day, notwithstanding all the felt and acknowledged weakness, and the feeble interest which we have in His things, God would remind us that He has risen up to give practical effect to what is in His own mind, so that we may think, not of what we are doing, but of what He is doing, and that we may identify ourselves wholeheartedly with it. Every believer should ask himself, Is God doing anything today with reference to the assembly as it is in His mind? Has He returned to it with mercies? If so, we want to be with Him in what He is doing. However small it may appear to be, if God is doing it, it is really greater than anything else in Christendom. It will be suitable to link on morally with all that is going to be displayed in the heavenly city, just as Jehovah showed in the book we are reading that the revival which was then in progress linked on in His mind with all the future glory of Jerusalem and of His house. It was only by looking at it thus that the work could be taken up in a way that was worthy of God. 

  
    ZECHARIAH (JND 38)

    Zechariah 2

     4. The land of Judah, note; so Habakkuk 2:16, is the Land  there is nothing about Jerusalem in it; so of Gog, in Ezekiel. 

     8. I know not yet what after the glory (akhar-kavod, see Psalm 73:24) is. But note there are three things by which they shall know Jesus sent, Christ sent, only manifested in Spirit, was the Sent One, as so often urged in John, for it was the Spirit of Christ which was in them did, as here, signify  manifested in person in Jesus, His making the nations a spoil to their servants  many nations joined to the Lord, and the Lord dwelling in the midst of the daughter of Zion  and the final finishing of the house among the Jews here; chapters 2: 9, 10, 11, chapter 4: 9; chapter 6: 15. 

    But there is a further point we must notice. The first (chapter 2: 9) is contrasted as servants of the nations, Therefore ye shall know  the second (verse 11, Hebrews 15), Thou (feminine) shalt know  the third (chapter 4: 9) (this one is more remarkable) Thou (masculine) shalt know. It seems to me to include the Person of Christ, in which, as a Man, He shall reap the fruit, among the Jews, in the finishing of His Jewish house (as Zerubbabel, not the Temple  it is a symbolical prophecy) of His being sent. Though if it were in Israel the Lord was glorified, He had before to say, Then have I laboured in vain, and spent my strength for nought, but now His hands finished it. He knew, as a Man, in fulfilment, that He was sent as the Christ of God to the Jews. Thou, Jesus, the Seed of David, shalt know, says the Spirit of Christ in the Prophet, that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. The Jews also. There is difference. The general deliverance is evidence of the mission  Ye shall know (the fact) that the Lord hath sent me. Zion shall know, by the Lords dwelling in the midst of her, that the Lord had sent Him unto her. But He shall know that the Lord sent Him to the Jews, rejecting Him as they did, on the finishing of His house. There, I think also, we have evidence, herein, that it was not as Jesus, simply, He is spoken of as sent, but in His divine Person, as justified in Spirit, and so properly, and not as Man. It was recognising Him as the sent Son of God, though He was also Jesus, that was the point of faith. This was what the Lord required. They would have taken Him by force and made Him a King, if that had been what He required. They knew, even the rulers, that He was a Teacher come from God, but He was, and as the God of truth required, as being Truth was bound to, as the Son for the Fathers glory was faithful to require  yea! as the only truth of and for blessing, the Free-maker  having this as His full title, The Heir of the world, to require to put forth this title The Son of God. This was made practicable for Jesus by the miraculous conception. He was condemned, showing the Jews rejection of Him and of the truth, for, as they said, making Himself so. He was so, and this was the point in question. He was rejected by the Gentiles (with the knowledge of this, for they were concerned in it) for being King of the Jews, throwing the utter rebuke upon them  the last grand act of treading them down as Gentile wicked ones, even we by nature  in natural wickedness, till the last great act of presumptuous wickedness be enacted, as described in this Prophet. The death of the Man was pardonable, though the uttermost sin  the rejection of the Son testified by the Spirit, made known in the resurrection, there is no way of pardon for. The Lord keep us loving Him always! 

  
    INTEREST IN THE THINGS OF GOD (JR 2)

    Genesis 25:27-34; Exodus 3:1-5; Psalm 132:1-5; Zechariah 2:1-5

    JRWe have been considering heavens interest in what is proceeding down here, and we could be challenged as to what interest we have.  These scriptures might give us some indication of how we can commit ourselves to interest in the things of God, beginning when we are young  the earlier we begin the better, to be really involved and interested.  Jacob was interested and valued the birthright.  Birthright relates to inheritance; Jacob valued the inheritance that came through Abraham and Isaac and came to the next generation, to Jacob.  Esau despised the birthright, Jacob valued it.  There is a great need for our young people and all of us to value the birthright.  We have in Joshua 17 (vv 3, 4) the inheritance which the daughters of Zelophehad valued; and Naboth valued the inheritance of his fathers, and would not give it up for the best business proposition he could be offered, see 1 Kings 21: 3.  We ought to value the inheritance of our fathers, what has come down to us in the recovery of the truth. 

    It says here, And the boys grew.  The parents had their exercises  Isaac waited twenty years for the family and the record also shows that Rebecca went through secret inward exercises before the boys were born, and then the boys grew.  Boys grow and girls grow; what kind of features are going to be manifested?  Is there going to be interest in the birthright or are we going to despise the .?  What a solemn thing if such a birthright as we have come into is despised!  Jacob valued the inheritance of his fathers. 

    GDPWe often refer to the boy Samuel; he grew. 

    JRThe boy Samuel grew, and he grew on. 

    JAPWhat is the birthright in Christianity? 

    JRFor us it would be the truth of the assembly, as we sang in our opening hymn (No 221)  the light of Gods purpose.  It would be initially what was established by the apostles and what Paul brought out, the truth of the mystery and the assembly; it would involve all that, and it would involve for us what has been recovered in the truth.  It is an inheritance which we ought to value. 

    JAPThat is good, sonship and eternal life, and so on.  But you have something in mind about the time of recovery. 

    JRThese things were in some measure lost sight of during dark ages but have been recovered, and we have the ministries available which set these things out.  What an inheritance our young people have and we all have!  We need to become interested.  There is nothing for those who are not interested.  We begin by interest as Jacob did.  Esau was a man of the field, no doubt a popular kind of man, a man who would make friends outside which is a great snare; he despised the birthright.  Jacob was a homely man, dwelling in tents.  It says that Abraham dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob (see Heb 11: 9); it does not say he dwelt in tents with Isaac and Esau.  Jacob became interested and then he valued what was available to him. 

    CFDDo you think that is a key?  You spoke about the older brethren being an example to the younger brethren.  If the young people look on and I am not interested in the inheritance, and Christianity is but an appendage to my life, that is not going to be of any help or any strength to them.  Do you think the older ones  we ourselves  have to set the thing on and show them by example that we value the inheritance? 

    JRThat is very important.  Isaac is viewed typically as the heavenly man.  Heavenly things would be involved in his life and they ought to be involved in our lives.  As you say, example is very important for our young people.  If parents of young people are not really interested or committed there is no example for young people.  But Isaac and Rebecca were. 

    SEHWould it be right to think of Abraham imparting to Jacob what God had told him in the early part of his life?  God said Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred; and then the blessing that God promised him I will make of thee a great nation, Gen 12: 1, 2.  Would that enter into Jacobs appreciation of the birthright? 

    JRIt would indeed; he would see it in Abraham and in Isaac.  I think Jacob was about sixteen when Abraham died, so he had those sixteen years with Abraham and of course, longer with his father Isaac, and Jacob must have become interested.  So the boys grew; what kind of features are going to come to light?  That is a testing matter for young people  of course for all of us, but young people particularly. 

    LBWould determination and desire help on this line?  I was thinking too of the appeal in Revelation: Hold fast what thou hast that no one take thy crown, chap 3: 11.  Would that link with what you had in mind? 

    JRExactly.  Hold fast what thou hast would in principle be the inheritance that we have come into. 

    TSOJacob is spoken of as the one who is loved.  I was wondering if that would provide the basis for what transpires in him.  There was an environment which would allow the expression of what is found here in the way of response and commitment. 

    JRJehovah loved Jacob.  The Lord loves this feature of interest.  He said that in Malachi I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau, chap 1: 3.  When they had proved the kind of persons they were.  He loves this feature which began with Jacob although he had many ups and downs.  If we commit ourselves when young we will have our ups and downs but we will learn God in the process as Jacob did. 

    TSOIs the truth of that scripture that he was loved as a consequence of what he did rather than before it took place? 

    JRThat is how it is worded in Malachi.  Jehovah loved this feature with Jacob from the very beginning.  Moses records in Genesis Jacobs desire and interest in the birthright.  What you say is true, that God loved this feature in Jacob. 

    ECBAbraham according to chapter 24 was immensely rich  sheep and cattle, silver and gold, bondmen and bondwomen, camels and asses   and it came to Isaac intact.  Now the question is, is it going on intact? 

    JRThat depends on ourselves; what we have been recovered to is to be exemplified in those of us who are older.  Isaac was sixty when the boys were born.  The boys grew; what is going to come to light?  What a challenge that is!  I trust every young person here will take this to heart, to show interest.  That is to be encouraged. 

    LMcFAbraham was characteristically a heavenly man; his manner of life was in relation to heavenly things.  Is that not the test of the moment? 

    JRSuch were strangers and sojourners.  They were strangers not only because they did not belong here but because they belonged elsewhere. 

    GDPJacob seemed to be under the influence of his mother.  We should be under the influence of Jerusalem above, which is our mother, which is the assembly, see Gal 4: 26. 

    JRThat is right.  Mothers are to represent that as well as fathers. 

    TEDPaul draws Timothys attention to the unfeigned faith â€ which dwelt first in thy grandmother LoÃ¯s, and in thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded that in thee also 2 Timothy 1: 5.  There is the need with us all for the revival and the strengthening of these links of faith. 

    JRThere certainly is. 

    MGWIs there something cumulative about the way that Esau came to despise this?  He went to the field and that made him faint then he says, I am going to die, what use is the inheritance?  Something that might start rather innocently in a simple way may lead to this. 

    JRWhat you say is very true, and I have noticed that what is a great attraction is companionships outside the fellowship. 

    GHThe Lord when He probed Peter said, Art thou attached to me? Peter said, Thou knowest that I am attached to thee John 21: 17.  I know that I have been attracted to the Lord but I certainly would like to get hold of being attached to the Person. 

    JRAttachment to the Lord Jesus is basic, and then to value the light we have been brought into, the greatness of the inheritance, the light of the epistle to the Ephesians and all it contains, the truth of the mystery, the truth of the assembly; all these matters are to be valued by us.  The blessing was the result of valuing the birthright.  The birthright and the blessing go together.  They were both blessed  Esau was blessed too  but there was something special about Jacobs blessing because he valued the birthright. 

    GHI would like to get hold of this matter of being attached to the Person.  I certainly have been attracted to the Person, I certainly have a measure of affection for Him, but I would like to be truly attached to the Person. 

    JRIf I am truly attached to the Person I will be interested in all that He is interested in.  In the Song of Songs the enquiry is, Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest thy flock, chap 1: 7.  Attachment to the Person whom the soul loves causes the enquiry, Where dost Thou feed Thy flock, where dost Thou make them to rest at noon, where are Thine interests preserved and valued?  If we are attached to the Lord Jesus in reality we will be interested in His interests, in what He is doing. 

    JNCWould it help also that we look into the inheritance that has been so wonderfully given to us and acquire experience with God in understanding and appreciating those who have gone before in the testimony, specially those who might have been near to us and have helped us particularly in our souls? 

    JRThat is the truth.  The inheritance and the value of it has been exemplified in those who have gone before.  Some of us have parents who have exemplified this very feature.  It is a very solemn thing to despise that birthright.  What a man Esau became, he hated his brother.  There is a remnant I suppose, from nearly every nation except Edom  a very solemn thing.  There is from Egypt, Moab and Ammon but not Edom.  It is a very solemn thing to despise the birthright. 

    KAOYou referred to the scripture in Hebrews, that Abraham dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob.  Maybe we should be exercised as parents not to be settling down here and that our houses are not places for enjoyment only of what is down here. 

    JRSome of our young people, when they get married, are criticised for trying to begin where there parents left off, but they have learned that from their parents; that is the standard they have understood and therefore they want to make it their standard.  I do not blame them too much.  Maybe we are responsible for not remaining in a tent, in simple circumstances. 

    KAOJacob learned from Abraham his interests were in relation to heavenly things, not in relation to this earth.  Stephen says that God did not give him even what he could put his foot on, see Acts 7: 5.  There was nothing here for Abraham. 

    JRWhat a man he was!  He went out not knowing where he was going; all he knew was the God who called him.  That simplicity of faith came down and Jacob valued it.  He was like ourselves, he was not the same as Abraham, he had ups and downs, but God valued that initial interest and his value of the inheritance and he came into it and represented it and passed it on to his twelve sons.  He was a great father, he had twelve sons all in fellowship.  What a wonderful father he was!  Even Abraham had only one, Isaac had only one in fellowship, but Jacob had twelve all continuing the tribes in the testimony in spite of all his ups and downs.  He learned God in them all.  God can turn our failures into means of knowing Him. 

    HJGThe Lord spoke about every one forcing his way into the kingdom, see Luke 16: 16.  I was wondering if that had any connection with this matter of the birthright.  Is that not following up the line of new birth? 

    JRI am sure that is true.  The secret is that Jacob was born anew, and therefore he had these desires and interests.  From our point of view we are challenged when we are growing up, what kind of features are we showing? 

    KAKIs there not a need for developing a taste for these things?  I was thinking of Caleb and Joshua observing the land and having a totally different interest in it from what the others had. 

    JRThat is right, they tasted it.  Our tastes need to change.  As we are interested in the things of the Lord and committed in attachment to the Lord Jesus and valuing the inheritance, our tastes change, our values change. 

    KAKThat same taste must have come down to Achsah because of what she asked, and then asked Othniel to ask also.  It is interesting how that is communicated from one generation to another. 

    JRThat is very fine.  She urged her husband in what was right.  She did not hinder her husband, which is a word for young wives and older ones too, to urge their husbands into what is for Gods pleasure. 

    SEHIs the solemnity of Gods judgment of Esau seen in the prophet Obadiah?  It says, the house of Esau for stubble; and they shall kindle in time and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for Jehovah hath spoken it, v 18.  How solemn! 

    JRThe consequences of despising the birthright, the inheritance, are very solemn.  We ought to go on to the next scripture, Moses interest in the bush; he saw the thornÂ­bush burning and it was not being consumed.  It says, And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire, that is, the flame of fire indicated Gods presence; the presence of God is represented by the Angel; out of the midst of a thorn-bush.  The thorn-bush would represent the conditions in which God is prepared to be with His people, not attractive naturally, not a great cedar, but a thornÂ­bush, of no consequence in the eyes of men but God was there, the fire was there, but the thorn-bush was not being consumed.  It is like the presence of God among His people, which may be seen in localities.  Localities continue, maybe not very attractive to us when we are young, but God is there.  The fire consumed what was consumable, but there was a work of God there, there was what was pleasing to God.  The thorn-bush burning but not being consumed is a very fine illustration of God being with His people.  The flame of fire was Jehovahs presence, the thorn-bush represented the conditions where He was pleased to be.  What grace to continue with His people!  As in the wilderness, in all the murmuring, all the difficulties, God was there.  He says in Malachi, I Jehovah change not, and ye, sons of Jacob, are not consumed, chap 3: 6. 

    RJIs that demonstrated in the three men in Daniel in the fiery furnace?  It was what was in them that was unconsumable which was carried through with the presence of God. 

    JRQuite so. 

    LMcFAnd Moses said, Let me now turn aside and see this great sight. 

    JRThis great sight, a thorn-bush burning but was not being consumed.  We need to see our localities in this light.  Our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12: 29); it is a process.  Jehovah saw that he turned aside.  The Lord takes notice of one who is interested in a local setting, unattractive to men naturally, but there is something very precious there. 

    LMcFThat is fine.  So that the Lords chief interest should be our chief interest? 

    JRThat is very good. 

    GDPNehemiah went to Jerusalem when it was in ruins, but he was interested in that locality. 

    JRExactly.  The feature of Nehemiah is leadership; he told no one what God had put in his heart.  He began with himself; afterwards he told others.  Then there came a difficulty and he said, I consulted with myself, Neh 5: 7.  That is a very important feature.  He did not ask someone elses opinion; I consulted with myself.  There was the wherewithal in himself to consult.  We need more of that kind of thing.  This thorn-bush is very interesting; God was there. 

    CFDWhat you are directing us to is extremely interesting, God was there.  The locality in Corinth was like a thorn-bush, very unattractive; they had all kinds of problems, really disregarding the principles that were set out.  You might say, What was there for God?  But God was there, the assembly of God which is in Corinth, 1 Cor 1: 2. 

    JRGod was well able to bring them all through, as He will with all His people. 

    CFDPaul was interested in principle.  I know he did not go, he sent Timothy, but in principle he turned aside to see what God was going to bring out of the place. 

    JRThat is very fine.  He went later; he spent three months in that area according to Acts 2:3 after they were recovered.  He would build them up.  The fire was active in Corinth and these awkward, difficult, wrong elements were no doubt judged. 

    CFDThe fire was having its effect.  So when he wrote to them the second epistle the effect of the ministry was there and they were judging themselves; God was having His way.  That was the effect of the fire. 

    JRThe fire would be, in principle, in the first epistle. 

    TEDI was wondering if the thorn-bush is not suggestive in some way of Gods history with us in our local settings.  Is there not a lot to think back over in our localities as to the way God has brought us through.  It would be very difficult for me to leave a local setting where the history of Gods ways has been with me.  I think some of our brethren who are moving from one place to another ought to weigh over carefully in the divine presence what they do. 

    JRI think that is true.  Yet you are sympathetic with young men who have employment and value employment.  It is quite difficult in Britain, for instance; some may have to move somewhere else if the firm moves them; they have to weigh all these things up.  I consulted with myself would enter into it, the weighing up where the Lord would have me.  We are not saying that such must not move.  You are not saying that either. 

    TEDNo; I am saying weigh it in the divine presence, because it will either be for good, or for sorrow if the Lord is not fully in it.  But if the Lord is in it blessing will result and increase. 

    JRIt is good to be interested in the Lords dealings with us in localities. 

    ECBThe Lord uses this section to bring out that He is the God of the living.  I wondered if that was the birthright today.  He is not the God of the dead; you might say He was the God of Mr Darby and others, but He is the God of the living.  Is God Himself our birthright? 

    JRVery good.  Jehovah Himself was the Levites inheritance. 

    KAOI wanted to ask if Ruth and Naomi would be a parallel thought?  Ruth appreciated Naomi when there was nothing outwardly attractive about her.  Naomi said, the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me, Ruth 1: 20. 

    JRI am sure that is the same kind of thing.  Naomi was the result of Gods discipline, which enters into our localities too, but she became attractive to Ruth.  She was a widow with no prospects; she presents that to Orpah who turned back, but Ruth clave to her.  What a committal she made!  Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, Ruth 1: 16.  That could be a committal to the local position. 

    KAOThy God my God, thy people my people. 

    JAPNaboth lost his life because he valued the inheritance of his fathers. 

    GHYou mentioned Nehemiah consulting with himself.  The prodigal in his misery consulted with himself. 

    JRHe came to himself. 

    GHMaybe you have something more for us about consulting with myself. 

    JRThere was something in Nehemiah he could consult, some knowledge of God.  It says of David in Ziklag, when things looked so black, so difficult, David strengthened himself in Jehovah his God, 1 Samuel 30: 6.  It would be that idea, getting back to our personal knowledge of God. 

    HJGDoes this show the beginning of Moses learning time?  The call came from God and he answers, Here am I. 

    JRQuite so.  Moses learned something here.  He had to care for, I suppose, about two million people for forty years; no doubt the impression of the flame of fire in the thornÂ­bush sustained him.  He would say, God is here.  In spite of all the difficulties, all the sorrows, all the burdens he carried, he continued forty years with two million people.  None of us have as many as that to care for.  The Lord gives us a few to care for.  He says, I am going to live with these people eternally, I have given them into your care for a short time. 

    JTGWhen he is writing in Deuteronomy 33 he said, the good will of him that dwelt in the bush, v 16.  He does not speak of the fire or of the thorns; it is the good will, which would be what we begin with Gods pleasure in us  would it not? 

    JRVery good.  He speaks in that section about the law as the inheritance of Jehovah; Moses commanded us a law, The inheritance of the congregation of Jacob, v 4.  That is what Moses valued, that is what the people needed to value and which we need to value. 

    ECBThe reference to Deuteronomy 33 is interesting because that is the end of the history; what Moses says amounts to saying that whatever has happened on the way the good will of God has been in it all.  All things work together for good to those who love God, Romans 8: 28. 

    JRThere is the Numbers account of the years in the wilderness and there is also the Deuteronomy account: all the way which Jehovah thy God led thee... to humble thee, and to prove thee... and fed thee with the manna, Deut 8: 2,3. 

    JMcKThe tribes were settled in the land and the cities by lot; it is by measure.  We take account of things according to Gods measure.  It says in Ezekiel that the name of the city from that day was Jehovah is there, chap 48: 35.  We want to get to the moral and spiritual value of these things; we seek perhaps in our minds to measure them and forget that Gods measure has already been established for us to understand. 

    JRQuite so.  In Psalm 132 we have Davids exercise and interest; what he is concerned about is better conditions for God.  What a concern it ought to be with every one of us locally  better conditions for God!  You wonder at the language he uses; vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place for Jehovah, habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob.  We do well to be concerned about better conditions in our localities.  There is no locality where conditions cannot be improved.  What results is that what David was concerned about coincided with Jehovahs own thoughts, because Jehovah said, in verse 14, This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have desired it.  Conditions congenial to the Lord, better conditions, ought to be our concern. 

    JMcKI pointed out to a person who said, We have the same ministry as you, we have the same Lord, that the ark of the covenant was put in one place, in Jerusalem.  It was not cut in two so as to have one part in one city and the other part in the other city; the ark is one and it remains one; it is for you to find out where the ark is, be in touch with the Spirit of God and He will lead you to where it is. 

    JRI am sure it is a fact that, where there is genuine enquiry, genuine seeking, the Lord will answer such. 

    RJColossians has two references to Epaphras and the last reference is that he prayed earnestly to the end that the saints might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, see chap 4: 12.  Is that the thought you have in mind? 

    JRExactly.  He was local in Colosse and he had the same prayers, the same concern for the Colossians, as Paul had.  Paul combated the same kind of combat in prayer for his local brethren. 

    JAPDavid is recalling a committal made when he was younger.  Would that be right, do you think? 

    JRYes; he said, Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah; somebody must have been speaking about it and he had an ear, an interest in what was being said when he was young.  We heard of it at Ephratah, we found it...; he heard of it first and he was interested and valued the light that came to him and then he found it by experience. 

    EFCWould you say that Solomon, in 2 Chronicles 6, quotes almost the very words of David here in his prayer and praise?  I wondered if he gathered that from his father, showing how the testimony is carried on and these precious things handed down from one generation to another. 

    JRThat is very practical; things should be handed down unimpaired from one generation to another.  That very thing was committed to Timothy: the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also, 2 Timothy 2: 2.  It comes to us as others also and is meant to promote faithful men so that things are passed on as others also become faithful men.  Is that not the line on which the testimony is continued, not by creed but in persons? 

    MGWWould it appear that the individual has company?  I will not come, I will not give, until I find; then Behold, we heard of it and Let us go, and the prayer that he prayed: Let thy priests be clothed.  God answered it in the same Psalm. 

    JRExactly.  David says, Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, and the answer is I will clothe her priests with salvation.  David prays, let thy saints shout for joy, the answer is, her saints shall shout aloud for joy.  There is a full answer to this desire for better conditions for God in our localities, better conditions for the service of God. 

    MGWI will abundantly bless her provision. 

    ECBAccording to the end of 1 Chronicles David, having this desire, used his affliction and his affection and his strength to bring it about.  Even if things were bad he used them  what I have prepared in my affliction, see 1 Chron 22: 14.  He is still working towards this in which his interest had been acquired early. 

    JRWhen he somewhat departed from it, Urijah represented the same thing. 

    EFCIn the end of 1 Chronicles it speaks of the times that passed over him, chap 29: 30. 

    MGWDid you think that Urijah might have reminded David of his earlier committal?   The language is very much alike. 

    JRExactly.  He said, the ark first.  What a faithful man he was!  David was prominent, Urijah was not, but he was there in the background with the same interests, the same desires. 

    CFDIn the ways of God he was clothed with peculiar dignity as he is mentioned in the genealogy of Christ. 

    LBDavids desire was that there should be a united company going forward.  He says here, Let us go into his habitations, let us worship at his footstool.  What a great desire that is, that each one of us should carry the other into these great things. 

    JRThat is very good.  He set the thing out himself and then he said, Let us, being an example himself.  It would be good if every one of us took up this exercise about the conditions in our localities for God, for the service of God, for the testimony. 

    Zechariah is very interesting and what impressed me is the angel that talked with me.  Over ten times in the first six chapters of Zechariah we have reference to the angel that talked with me.  Zechariah was interested and he had the service of the angel that talked with him.  He asked about ten questions and the angel that talked with him is able to answer all the questions.  There is something very sweet and very fine about heavens interest, heavens availability, to persons who are really interested.  Now the question would be what for us would answer to the angel that talked with him.  In fact, there are two angels in the verse we read: And behold, the angel that talked with me went forth; and another angel went forth to meet him, and said unto him, Run, speak to this young man (who, I suppose, was Zechariah himself) saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein.  If we really commit ourselves in interest valuing the things of God we will find abundant help.  There is the help of the Holy Spirit.  There was intimacy between Zechariah and that angel but we have One more intimate still who abides with us and in us available to help us.  Were you thinking of the Spirit? 

    TEDYes, I was thinking of the Spirit.  It is wonderful how near divine Persons are to us, the Lord is above but the Spirit is here. 

    JRExactly.  When the Lord was here every question the disciples asked would be answered by Him.  Then the Lord says, I am going to leave you but you will be even better off without Me and with the Spirit because He will be with you and in you.  The question is, Do we make full use of the availability of the Holy Spirit? 

    ASHDo you think there was urgency when he said, Run?  The kings business requires haste. 

    JRVery good.  It shows heavens availability to help us, to help persons who are interested.  Then the Spirit would use persons to help us to answer our questions, our difficulties.  The angel that talked with me would extend no doubt to persons who are available, enlightened persons who are available to help us.  We need to keep inquiring.  The temple involves that spirit of inquiry.  We provide temple conditions as to how we come together in complete dependence and expectancy and inquiry.  We provide temple conditions and the Spirit comes into that and answers exercises. 

    SEMacCWe spoke a little earlier about consulting with ourselves; I wonder if the Spirit would help us in this. 

    JRSurely, because consulting with myself, as Nehemiah said, would involve for us having the Spirit in and with us. 

    SEMacCHe would help us in our decisions. 

    EFCDoes that involve relating ourselves to the inward man?  We sometimes forget that there is a work of God in us that is imperishable and is going through irrespective of our outward failures and mistakes. 

    JRThat is very good, because the inward man appears in Romans 7 in contrast to the flesh.  For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man (v 22) and the inward man is in correspondence with Christ Himself.  The Lord said prophetically, To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight (Ps 40: 8), and the inward man has the same delight. 

    EFCThe inward man would be in perfect concert with the will of God, would never lead us astray. 

    JAPConsulting with oneself in the sense that you use it is not independency.  Paul said to Barnabas in Acts 15: 36, Let us return now and visit, and Barnabas was minded to take Mark but Paul thought differently.  I am bringing that in so that we are not advocating independency.  There is not one of us who does not need advice sometimes and I am sure there are many who would give it to us too! 

    JRQuite so.  The angel that talked with me involves being prepared to be adjusted and maybe directed; heavens interest may be expressed through persons.  What you say about Barnabas and Paul is interesting; it says, and Barnabas taking Mark sailed away to Cyprus  sailed away  but Paul having chosen Silas went forth, Acts 15: 39, 40.  Barnabas and Mark sailed away.  We do not want to sail away, we want to go forth. 

    GDPActually Esau represented the flesh and Jacob was the spiritual side. 

    GHIt says about the prodigal, And coming to himself, Luke 15: 17.  He was consulting with himself. 

    JRYes.  No doubt the work of God was there and expressed itself in repentance; he came to himself. 

    JAPWe are not always governed by providences but the providence of God may come in and confirm something to us.  Should we look for that?  I have things to decide in my life and I am glad of the prayers of the brethren, and we would look for something from heaven to show us or confirm us in what is in mind; and maybe we take counsel too. 

    JRSurely.  As you say, we are not to be independent, but it is good to have something within you, some knowledge of God within that we can consult with. 

    HGHIf we do that, consult with ourself, we get the help of the Holy Spirit, and then if we confer with our brother and he is spiritual there will not be a difference. 

    JRThat is so, there will be confirmation like the angel that talked with me. 

    RJIs it related to the unction  know all things 1 John 2: 20? 

    JRYes, very good.  We are thus independent of human learning and teaching. 

    JNCWould that be borne out in verse 10 of the next chapter, Acts 16?  No doubt Paul was affected by the vision which he saw; it does not say that he consulted with himself but he brought the brethren into it.  Luke says, And when he had seen the vision, immediately we (that would be Luke and Paul and Silas) sought to go forth.  There is the going forth again, the level was maintained. 

    JRThat is fine.  See how sensitive they are to the Holy Spirit.  It does not say exactly that the Holy Spirit led them, He forbad: having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, and then the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them, Acts 16: 6, 7.  There must have been a very sensitive character with this company. 

    JNCYes, we are always thankful for this because our being in the testimony depends on it; how one man and several others with him were sensitive to the Spirit. 

    JRThat is right.  As you say, the vision appeared and then we concluded, and it was a right conclusion they came to in this sensitive area of seeking guidance.  It is difficult sometimes to get the Lords mind; we have to be delivered from all personal preference and personal prejudice to get what the Lords mind is in this sensitive area of moving. 

    GHThe Spirit of Jesus did not allow them: there is something very gentle and tender about that. 

    JRThat is right.  There is the Holy Spirit and then the Spirit of Jesus. 

    HGHIf it is difficult to get the mind of the Lord is it that self-will is at work? 

    JRSelf-pleasing too there may be, in some way.  I have been impressed with what the Lord said to His disciples in Luke 22:35 When I sent you  when I sent you, mark you  without purse and scrip and sandals, did ye lack anything?  And they said, Nothing.  It is a great matter to have some consciousness of being sent, and if one is sent, the wherewithal will be supplied.  When I sent you.  Our movements ought to have some sense of being sent.  Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased, Dan 12: 4.  That is not a very good setting, but when I sent you ye lacked nothing. 

    LBWould that link with the Lord saying, Seek ye first the kingdom of God, Matthew 6: 33?  It does not stop there; what is encouraging is and all these things shall be added unto you. 

    JRThat is right.  So when I sent you would involve this sensitive area of divine direction.  If we are going to do anything to help, this is most important: when I sent you... did ye lack anything?  They lacked nothing because He sent them.  If we presume to go without this sensitive matter of being sent we might lack something; we may not get on so well. 

    JAPA brother locally said to the brethren, I have an exercise to preach on the street, and in the providential ways of God he obtained a permit from the government; but the permit came from above, and then the brethren went with that.  That is the idea, that things are initiated in one person, as you are outlining, but you are looking for confirmation.  The Spirit of God in type in Genesis 24: 21 remained silent to see whether Jehovah had prospered His journey.  If a divine Person in type, speaking reverently, says that, that is something for us to learn. 

    JRThe first thing the servant did when he arrived at that place was he made the camels kneel down (v 11)  a very fine expression of complete dependence.  We do not want of course to get into legality but it is a great matter to be sensitive as to what the Lord would have us do.  If you get an invitation to a three-day occasion you accept that, but we do not want to be freelances moving about.  It is not a question of having the wherewithal financially; it is having the wherewithal from the Lord as being sent. 

    JMcKJehovah said, Whom shall I send...? ...Here am I; send me, Isaiah 6: 8. 

    JRThat is a good attitude on the part of any one of us, to be available to be sent, and then if we are, possibly we will know we are sent. 

    ECBCan we not judge whether a brother or brothers or sisters are sent? 

    JRHow can we judge  results? 

    ECBPartly by results, but we have the Spirit and there is one Spirit and God is not a God of disorder. 

    JRThat is right. 

    SEHWere the brethren able to tell in Acts 15?  But Paul having chosen Silas went forth, committed by the brethren to the grace of God, v 40.  It just impresses me that that is in a way a very simple test.  These words sailed away versus went forth test our motives. 

    JRThe brethren did not send them but they approved of their going forth, they laid their hands on them confirming the sensitive exercises they went through. 

    WMcKIt is interesting that they speak of them not in any distinctive way as gift or anything like that but men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Acts 15: 26. 

    JRThat is character.  This matter of the angel that talked with me shows heavens interest and availability in persons who become interested and ask questions and get the answers to their exercises. 

  
    AN APPEAL TO YOUNG MEN (JT 8)

    Acts 7:58; Acts 9:1 - 20; 1 Samuel 30:11 - 16; Zechariah 2:1 - 5

    There is a great demand for young men; a great demand for them in the world, and a great demand for them in heaven. Heaven has its own way of expressing itself, and it takes particular care to secure young men. We see in Saul of Tarsus a representative of this class. He is first spoken of in Scripture as a young man, and as such he was employed in opposition to Christ. He stood as a witness when Stephen, the martyr of Christ, was stoned. He was not there merely as an ordinary spectator of an execution; he was there as an enemy of Christ, who had a personal interest in what was happening. He took account of Stephen as a witness of the Lord Jesus, and he would have none of Christ; he would fain blot out every remembrance of Jesus, and so he had a personal interest in what was happening, as the murderers of that witness of Jesus assailed him with stones. It is not said he cast a stone, but he was there, and those who did cast stones laid their clothes at his feet. The witnesses laid down their clothes at a young mans feet, whose name was Saul. But there was a demand in heaven for this young man. Heaven knew about him; the Lord had His eye on him even before this. He was in the mind of heaven, and heaven has its eye on such an one, and has a great way of attaining its end. Heaven has wonderful resources. 

    The first activity of heaven that we find in Scripture involved the opening of its windows, to let out some of its reserves in order that the will of God might be carried out. These contributed enormously to the deluge. There were other resources besides, for God controls everything; but let no one assume that God has not sufficient resources to overwhelm it, if He see fit. There were the fountains of the great deep which He broke up and the windows of heaven which He opened, great reservoirs of water above and below the firmament, as we read, and let it divide the waters from the waters (Genesis 1:6). These were all at the divine bidding, when God took in hand to deal with the corrupt power. I often think of these resources; how steadily, how surely, how relentlessly the waters rose, and rose, and rose till the tops of the highest mountains were covered. Men might attempt to scale the very loftiest peaks in the hope of escaping the relentless force of those waters, but of what avail? It was only to prolong their torment and terror, as those resources of God rose higher and higher at His bidding, till all the high hills that were under the whole heaven were submerged in the awful catastrophe. Whereby then can any one assume to compete with God, to stand up permanently in such an unequal contest? It were utterly fruitless. 

    So, as the clothes were laid down at Sauls feet, heaven had its eye on him, and heaven was determined to overwhelm him, not in wrath, but in grace, for he was not born in a day of wrath, but in a day of grace, in the accepted time, in the day of salvation. He was born into such a dispensation. He was living when Jesus was here in the days of His flesh, but we know he lived after the cross, after the ascension, and after Pentecost; so he came into a dispensation marked by the grace and love of God, a dispensation pervaded by the very atmosphere of heaven, for One had been here great enough to give expression to all that is there, and that One was Jesus. He gave expression to what was in heaven, and that in face of all the opposition Satan could bring to bear against Him; for no one can dwell on Gethsemane and Calvary without being touched with the greatness of that blessed One who could maintain the grace of heaven in presence of such circumstances. He could turn to the women who followed Him, and say, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children (Luke 23:28), and, as He suffered, He could say, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do (verse 34). He maintained there at its full height what is in heaven; and, withal, as the result of the glorious work accomplished at the cross He opened the windows of heaven, not now to let out the waters of wrath to engulf a guilty world, but to let out grace. He opened wide the sluices of heaven, so to speak, that the grace should flow out from Himself in heaven. And Saul comes into that. Wonderful fact! 

    So heavens eye was on that young man, and heaven could bring sufficient grace to bear upon him to overwhelm him. He had in Jesus One who knew a young mans experience. During the Lords ministry on earth, a young man came to Him, wishing to know what to do in order to obtain eternal life. Think of a question like that addressed to Jesus! He had come to make eternal life possible, and here was this deluded young man asking what he could do to obtain it. How foolish! But the Lord did not call him a fool; He knew better how to deal with young men. We need not always call things by their names, for grace knows better than to wound souls. The Lord could show him how fruitless his attempt to obtain eternal life would be. All these things, the youth said, alluding to the commandments, have I kept from my youth. Then it says, Jesus looking upon him, loved him (Mark 10:20,21). He knew the value of young men; and so He knew how to deal with Saul. No one is skilled like Jesus. The wisdom by which the world was framed is now employed in securing young men and young women. Luke enlarges on the wisdom and skill in which grace acts, for, after all, the great point in service is to be successful, and in order to be successful we must be wise. Hence the Lord in heaven exercises His wisdom, in securing His objects, and thus making His service effective; so He spoke to Saul, when the time arrived for it. He had allowed him to stand there and look after the clothes of the murderers. It was a poor employ, terribly poor employ; and yet the Lord allowed it, and He did so in His wisdom. But He had His eye on Saul all the while, and permitted him to proceed until He found him near Damascus; then He seized His opportunity, if we may venture to speak thus. 

    I speak of things in this way because of those here under His eye, whom He may be waiting His opportunity to address. Wisdom can wait, but if it wait, it waits effectively; it does not miss its mark. So light from heaven shines round about Saul, for it is a question of heaven, and a voice is heard in the Hebrew language. The Lord Jesus knows all the languages, and He speaks to a Hebrew of the Hebrews in the Hebrew tongue, because it was a question of the success of His service, and He speaks to him as if He were interested in him; He speaks as one well known, not as a stranger. He says, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And the Lord would speak to you. He would say, Why this indifference? it should be otherwise; you have had opportunities, why is it thus with you? He would call you by name as He did Saul of Tarsus here. Think of the occurrence: that a man should be of such interest to heaven that his name is called out twice! 

    The Lord would say to you, Why persecute Me? You may say, I am not persecuting the Lord. But do not be too sure, do not flatter yourself; for if you pursue your present course, the time will come when you will be tested, and you will find yourself opposed to Christ; you will be found, alas! on the wrong side. You are there now, though your will may not be as active as it will yet be. If you do not love the Lords people, you do not love the Lord, and if not at home among them, you would not be at home in heaven, for the atmosphere there is the same as it is among His people here. You will undoubtedly be tested, and then it may come to light that you are opposed. Do you love Him? That is the test. The apostle says, If any one love not the Lord Jesus Christ let him be Anathema Maran-atha; that is, accursed at His coming (1 Corinthians 16:22). He does not say, Let him be accursed now; Paul would not change the character of the dispensation on any account; it is not a dispensation of curse, but of blessing; but when the Lord comes the dispensation will be over. He would not curse any one now, but it was morally right, surely, that the apostle should speak as he does, for how could any non-lover of Christ fail to come under the curse when the day of grace is past? The Lord had His eye on this young man, and I am persuaded on many here, and would raise the question, Why are things thus with you? Your sister is converted, your brother is on the Lords side, why not you? Why persecutest thou Me? 

    We know the history of Saul, and the more we ponder it, the more it yields, for it is a model of the Lords dealing at the present time in expressing the mind of heaven; that in me first, he wrote later, Jesus Christ might show forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe (1 Timothy 1:16). And Saul surrenders, and says, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? What a moment for heaven! It is one of the most interesting transactions that heaven has ever witnessed. Heaven knew what had happened, for every conversion, however insignificant it might appear, is of interest to heaven. There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth (Luke 15:10). But in Saul we have not only a sinner repenting, but a young man secured for Christ, one who was to shine in the testimony. He is called a vessel, an elect vessel. This man is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name. Think of the honour of coming into that! That is the demand at the present time, the demand in heaven is for vessels. 

    Referring now to our scripture in 1 Samuel, we find the need was urgent. Ziklag was burnt, Davids wives and family were all carried captive, and David was about to be stoned. He asks for the ephod and gets light, and now he is on the way to victory and knows it. The answer to his inquiry of the Lord was, Pursue, for thou shalt surely overtake them and without fail recover all. I believe Nelson always counted his victories before his battles; so David knew the end of his exploits, for he never lost a battle, never! He is a type of Christ in this respect. If you are enlisted, it is on the winning side; there is great spiritual exhilaration in the certainty of victory. Now, an Egyptian is found and brought to David. The end of all gospel service is to find these Egyptians and to bring them to Jesus. David had need of this man. He is on the way to recover all and victory is certain, but he needed the Egyptian. It says, too, of the colt, the Lord hath need of him (Luke 19:31). And the Lord has need of you. But to follow the narrative here, they brought the Egyptian to David, and gave him bread and water. These represent the staples of life; but there is more, they gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins, and these are the extras, the excess of grace, as another has said. Christ is offered to you now. He is the bread of God, and He gives His flesh for the life of the world (John 6:51), not only for His people. The food question is a great question in the world, but God has solved it, and solved it in Christ. Moses gave you not that bread from heaven, He said to the Jews, but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven (verse 32). And is there only what the Father gives? No, there is more: The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world (verse 51). What did that not mean to Jesus! He went down to die, He died that we might live. Let that thought come into our hearts. Think of the Lord of glory being dead, and His flesh becoming food, and His blood drink! These are the staples of life; and then there are the extras, what the apostle calls the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ (Romans 15:29), all that the Holy Spirit would bring out of heaven from a glorified Christ, all the witness brought down to earth and presented in the gospel. When the trees called on the fig tree to reign over them the reply was, Should I forsake my sweetness and my good fruit and go to be promoted over the trees? (Judges 9:11). No, it retains its place, so the sweetness is ministered on earth. 

    Then they gave raisins to the young man; these would stimulate, and having partaken, the spirit of this young man came again to him, we read. He is now in touch with God. My soul puts me in touch with men, it is the seat of ones affection, but in my spirit I am in touch with God. And now he confesses, he tells out his whole history. I doubt if any one would do that till in relation with God; in the light of God there is no need to keep anything back; all can be owned as bad, for through the meritorious death of Jesus it is put as far away from me as from Him who bore it vicariously on the cross. So Paul says, This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief (1 Timothy 1:15). The death of Jesus clears me from my public history. So this young man acknowledges himself to be a young man of Egypt, or of the world, as we might say, but now he is a young man of David, and David can use him, and he does so immediately. Canst thou bring me down to this company? he says. How honoured he was, as doubtless he would realise in after years, to be used in this way! How he would look back upon the grace of David, and rejoice in the service he was able to render to him. He gave the victory to David, it might be said. Think of what you may become in the service of the Lord! Think of the service Paul rendered! God needed Saul just at that moment. The time had come when such a vessel was essential to the testimony. So today the Lord would lay hold of you. It is not for me to say who is to be secured, it is for Him to say, but He gets the heart He is after in due time. 

    We see in Zechariah how a young man, thus brought to Christ and set up and employed serviceably, is initiated into the purpose of God and what is to take place in the future, for it is a great mistake for any servant to be merely occupied with what he himself is doing, and the results of his service; the Lord would lead him on to the world to come. The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews alludes to the world to come, of which we speak (chapter 2:5). Christians in those days spoke of it, and young men coming in today will hear of it, the habitable world which is to come. Thank God, we do not care much about the habitable earth that now is. The inhabitants of the earth cause us pain as we see them, the lowest grades of humanity as well as the most exalted, the hyssop as well as the cedar. The heart recoils from all that goes on, and looks forward to the habitable world which is to come, where men will all be like Jesus. Wisdom could rejoice in the habitable part of the earth, looking forward to that day, and so does every believer. Hence the word in Zechariah is, Run, speak to this young man. Is he aspiring to a place in this world, this earth, inhabited as it is? No, he is not thinking of that, he is thinking of something beyond. I lifted up mine eyes, it says, 

    and saw, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. And I said, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem. It was not the Jerusalem that now is, that is in bondage; not that, but the Jerusalem that shall be, the Jerusalem of God; my Jerusalem, as Zechariah would say. The angel is interested in Zechariah as he is in every young man who is looking forward to the world to come and to the purpose of God. So we read, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. What a word for Zechariah and for every one of us as to the future! Men shall be like Christ; and cattle will be there for sacrifice, no doubt, that Christ may be honoured, and God honoured. There is to be abundance. 

    I just dwell on this, as it shows how light comes. Zechariah was interested, and hence the word, Run, speak to this young man. I would say there is light for every young person who is interested. You get light as you are interested. It says in Luke 19:11, As they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable. It is a question of whether you are listening, if so, light will stream into your soul. Further, we read, I will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. Such is the position set before us; so we see that while we may be taken up for service, we are taken up also to shine in the sphere of divine purpose. 

  
    THE PURPOSE OF GOD IN A DAY OF SMALL THINGS (JT 10)

    Zechariah 2

    JTThis man with a measuring line is very interesting. The thought of measurement is prominent in Scripture. 

    AFMWhat does measuring generally suggest? 

    JTOne thought in it is that God takes account of what may be in view, as, for instance, you measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not, Revelation 11: 1, 2. What is measured and what is not measured suggests, on the one hand, what God takes account of and is interested in, and, on the other hand, there may be profession which He does not take account of, what is not for the moment under His eye as of interest to Him; indeed it is to be given over for judgment. 

    AFMHe really measures what can be measured morally. 

    FLRun, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about. The thought of measurement seems superseded by the thought of the Lords personal environment and glory. 

    JTThe introduction of measurement here is very significant. In Ezekiel measurements are given, and so in Revelation 21, but in Revelation 11, which I quoted a moment ago, and here, we have no definite measurements, only the thought of measurement. 

    JBIs this measurement in regard of future blessing or did it refer to their present condition? 

    JTI think here it is all in view of the counsel of God. It is a question of the sphere to which His counsel or purpose, applied, so it is the breadth and length only, as regards Jerusalem, but in Ephesians it is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height. Whilst in Ephesians we have not the measurements given, yet we are to know them; that ye may know what. That seems to be a very great test as to spiritual power and apprehension. 

    FLDoes not that in Ephesians bring in what is really impossible to earth, the depth and height. A fourth dimension in material things really does not exist. It seems to come in as we touch heavenly things. Does it not suggest that we are on a different line there? 

    JTYes, that is very interesting. Ephesians shows we have to do with heavenly things, so that it may be said, Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same who has also ascended up above all the heavens. (Ephesians 4: 9, 10) The measurements are spiritual, and, although not given formally, they are to be known, and it seems as if it would be the greatest test you could get as to spiritual apprehension and power. I bow my knees to the rather of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height. And to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God, (Ephesians 3: 14 - 19) 

    FLThat is interesting as throwing light upon the heavenly. There is that which passes knowledge, yet we know it. Now we could not say that in connection with what is merely earthly. We are on lines here that are earthly, but in Ephesians there comes in that which is heavenly. 

    JBIs that your thought in the fourth dimension; to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge? 

    FLYes. That connects with depth and height, as was just quoted. The dimensions are His descent and ascent, and what is involved in that is knowable, but yet it passeth knowledge. 

    WHFWould that take in the whole divine system, the breadth, length, depth and height? 

    JTThe whole domain in which the divine glory is to be displayed. 

    WHWhere Christ is to be displayed in time and eternity? Ephesians 3 makes it very clear that it is eternity, as well as time. 

    JTSo it runs on in that passage: to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. 

    AFMWhat about the standard? We have a standard of weight in Scripture; is there a standard of measurement I think there is, and Ephesians applies there too. The measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. I suppose He is the measure. 

    AFMI was thinking of the difference in Revelation, when the city was measured it was according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. (Revelation 21:17) Would that be a parallel thought? 

    JTI thought so. 

    FLIn Revelation 21 the dimensions are taken from Christ. 

    JTBut they are presented finitely, besides there are only three there, length, breadth and height. 

    JBA cubit is the measurement of a mans arm. 

    JTI suppose the basis of all measurement is in some part of a man. 

    JBWe say. foot because we measure by the foot; anciently they measured by the arm. 

    AFMA span also. 

    WHFThe city spoken of in Revelation 21, in the beginning of the chapter is presented as the bride; the tabernacle in which God will dwell in the eternal state. John sees the holy city, descending from God, then it goes on to say, I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men.. A divine statement in regard of the heavenly city, in view of the eternal state. Then further on in the same chapter John is taken to a high mountain and sees the same city coming down in relation to the millennial earth. 

    JTAnd there you get the measurement. 

    FLYou do not get the measurement for the eternal thought, the tabernacle of God. I suppose the use of the term tabernacle is to give the simplest thought of dwelling possible. What it expresses is the magnitude of the thought that it is God dwelling. It is tabernacle, not temple or palace. 

    JTSo the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. That was the simplest conceivable form. He became a Man amongst men, moved about in the most ordinary circumstances of life, yet God was dwelling there. 

    FLYes, just so. If I speak of a palace or temple you at once get an idea of the greatness of the building, but a tabernacle is the simplest form of dwelling.. In the tabernacle in the wilderness the great thought is the ark, and in the tabernacle in Revelation 21 the great thought is God dwelling. The Word became flesh and so God was manifested in flesh. 

    JTThe Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth. All there in the simplest and most humble form and circumstances. It is very touching that the glory of such a blessed, divine relationship should be related to His dwelling among us. 

    WHFAll that was there when Christ was down here as Man? 

    JTYes, quite so. So that evidently Gods relations with men will be of the simplest form, and yet infinite in their import and blessedness. 

    JBSpeaking of this measurement, the measure of Jerusalem, is that in answer to the fourteenth and sixteenth verses of the first chapter? The Lord says, I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease; for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. Therefore thus saith the Lord, I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies. Now it is taken account of. 

    JTYes, a man was to take the measurement, not an angel. Then further you have, Run, speak to this young man. You have a man with a measuring line in his hand and the young man to be instructed. The young man here is suggestive. 

    A.F.M. Of what? 

    JTHe is suggestive of living interest, freshness, and energy of youth, as in the things of God. 

    FLIt is suggestive at the end. The young man is there, and in this present day the Lord has brought into view vitality in the young men. 

    JTAnd does it not show too, that where there is interest, as there evidently was in. Zechariah, you get light? See the message to the young man: Speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. What a message that would be to this young man, when things were very small, and in fact a lethargic state had settled down in Jerusalem Here is the mind of God as to what would be. 

    AFMThere was not a wall up, or gate, at that time, and very few people there actually, so, as you say, it would be very encouraging to him. 

    FLFor I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. He speaks that in connection with what was evidently a heap of ruins. This young man in that heap of ruins saw something; and there are young men in the present day who are brought under test and trial, and are passing through the furnace; they could abandon all that and strike out on another line, but they do not, and it is because the light that comes to them from God is that the thing, which is outwardly of no import, is really sustained of Himself and has got wonderful promise in it, and they go in for it. 

    WCRThe young man becomes constructive; certainly Zechariah was. See Ezra 5:1, 2. 

    JTIn the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and these two prophets, it is the light of what shall be that is put before the eyes of those addressed. When they saw the foundation of the temple laid, the old men recalled what had been and wept. No doubt a right sentiment in a way, but it was the old who wept over what had been. The young ones, of course, could not recall what had been, but they are shown what shall be; that is, the latter glory of the house. It should exceed the former, and it seems to me that today the Holy Spirit is directing our hearts to what shall be. If it be a question of order, or commandments, or that which should govern us in our relations to one another here, of course it is what has been that is the test. Everything is tested by that which was from the beginning. There is no deviation in that regard, because the principles that governed at the first govern now, and will continue on to the end, but as regards what God can do and will do, there is something greater coming in, and that was what encouraged me about this book, that it opens up to us what shall be, so that our hearts may be at rest as to what is going on outwardly with the assembly or the world. This book, connected with what we get in the New Testament, opens up to us the mind and purpose of God. Of course we have the length and breadth here only, but we can easily supply the other, the height and depth, and its strengthens our hearts as regards what exists today. 

    WHFIt seems to me, that God would delight to lead us on to these things which He has in His own mind to bring to pass manifestly before the universe. 

    AFMAt the beginning of the revival eighty or ninety years ago, recovery was brought about through young men, was it not? 

    JTYes Grey hairs are to be valued if found in the ways of righteousness, and the elders in Revelation suggest experience in the things of God; but energy for conflict and for testimony always seems to be found with the young. It is Gods way. Ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you. (1 John 2: 14) It is a shame for the young men if it is not so, because it is the divine way. 

    DRIn speaking of young men having an interest in what is of God in the midst of distressing conditions, would you say you get an example of it in the ease of Joshua, a young man who departed not from the tabernacle, and knew what was according to God when there was not much outwardly. 

    JTHe was a remarkable illustration of what we have been speaking of; and we know there was development in him. 

    WHFShould we not carry with us the freshness of youth all along the line, as we further develop in things? 

    FLMoses is a good example. His eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated, (Deuteronomy 34: 7) and he carried his experience with him at 120 years of age. I have often said to the young men, You can know much more than I do and be deeper in things than I am, but I have one thing you have not; that is experience. Now Moses seemed to carry both the experience, and energy, vitality and devotedness to the end. 

    WHFI was thinking too of Jacob. He was the brightest of the whole of them, although his path was very zig-zag; he comes out brighter than any of them in the end, because he blesses the sons of Joseph while worshipping, leaning on the top of his staff. He had a bright finish, and I think the older ones of us ought to go in for that. 

    JTIn making comparisons we should note, that there are no warnings in connection with the fathers in Johns epistle. The young men are exhorted not to love the world. Although they were strong and the word of God was abiding in them, yet there was the danger of loving the world. And so with Timothy: Flee also youthful lusts. (2 Timothy 2: 22) 

    WHFThe fathers had tried the world no doubt. They had proven it by experience, which the young men had not and were therefore in danger of being attracted by it. 

    JTThe light conveyed in this message should be very encouraging to the young man, as it should be to us now. Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. We can perhaps add to that what He is giving to us now. It is open to us to know something about the wall and the presence of the Lord in the midst. 

    FLThe term in the midst is one that the Lord evidently likes in connection with remnant times. It comes three times in this chapter. Then in Zephaniah 3: In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not; and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love; he will joy over thee with singing. So in verse 12 of the same chapter: I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord. These are expressions that one hardly finds used of the people at their best estate. 

    JTAnd this word particularly: I ... ... will he the glory in the midst of her. 

    AFMDo we have first the city developed, and re-established for God, and then the holy land? Is that what is in your mind? 

    J .T. Yes. First the city, I think, definitely taken account of, inhabited, dwelt in, protected. Then, that light being introduced, you have the thought of the gathering of all the people. 

    FLI would like to suggest that in that verse on which you have been dwelling that, in effect, it is the Lord restoring the shekinah. That is, the shekinah was taken up from out of the material temple and God could find no dwelling place there. Ezekiel sees it going away. Here it is seen replaced. He says, My glory shall dwell - I ... ... will be the glory in the midst of her. 

    JTYou get the fact of the glory being there, and the wall, then the appeal to all the people. Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the Lord: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, saith the Lord. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. For thus saith the Lord of hosts, After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you; for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. Now that is a remarkable message; it is an appeal to the scattered ones to come to the gathering centre; to come to God out of their different places of captivity. 

    JBWould the force of Zion here be the people of Gods choice? Sometimes Zion is used for the city; sometimes for a principle; but here it would seem to be the people. 

    JTIt would be the people, because it is that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. It would be the people taken account of in that way, in captivity. They say. How shall we sing the Lords song in a strange land? That would show they felt it. 

    AFMWould not this seventh verse be a strong appeal to people in systems today? 

    JTThat is the application of it now. You see if you have the truth of the assembly revived, with all its bearings, the presence of the Lord and the protection of fellowship, then the following statement applies: After the glory, hath he sent me unto the nations that made you a spoil; for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. Things are established, in principle at least, and now the invitation, or the appeal, that there should be an escape; and mark, it is Escape Zion. It was for her to do, to deliver herself. 

    FLIt is akin to what we get in the second of Revelation. That is, Thyatira, or Babylon, and the Lord makes an appeal to the rest, or remnant, that is in that entanglement. He reaches His desired end in Philadelphia, where in the midst would apply. 

    WCRYou did not say anything about the wall of fire. 

    JTThat is clearly divine protection. I suppose the young man would feel that the walls were desolate, 

    broken down. He would feel keenly the position, as any exercised brother does now, but instead of being depressed and dejected on account of that, the heart is encouraged by this light. 

    FLSo Elisha asked the Lord to open the eyes of the young man to see the environment of the, hosts of the Lord around the prophet, and greater were those for Elisha than those against him. 

    JTThat is what we need now, to see how things are going. The Lord is with His people and the assurance of that in your soul enables you to extend a word of appeal to the people of God in Babylon; and you clothe them with divine thoughts. If I meet a brother who is a Presbyterian, it is not the Presbyterian that is in my mind at all; I regard him according to Gods thoughts about him. These people were deeply mixed up in Babylon, but they are clothed here with divine thoughts - Zion. How different a Christian appears to you, whether an Episcopalian, a Methodist, or whatever he may be, when you regard him from the divine side; he is a brother to you. He belongs to Christ and you clothe him with the divine thought, and appeal to him in that light. Such an attitude will have a great effect on him if he is exercised. 

    GWHHe really belongs to Zion, so to speak, and you bring the light of the city to him. 

    AFMHow is it he does not come to the city That, of course, would admit of inquiry as to the various influences holding Christians in these denominations. 

    AFMSo few are helped. 

    FLThink of the wonderful light that was given from God following upon the decree of Cyrus, but how many were influenced? Supposing Zechariah had gone back, as others did, to Babylon, and found a Jew on the streets of Babylon, and would say, Why are you not influenced by what God has done in opening the door for you to return to Jerusalem? His answer, unless God worked with him, would probably be: I have my business, my position, or something or other that interferes; but Zechariah would undoubtedly not confuse him with an Assyrian or Persian It may be comparatively easy to find many of the Lords people, but when you come to influencing them, that is another matter. 

    W H F. The reason why men, even real Christians, are not affected is, to some extent, because we are so feeble in the power of the truth ourselves; we are so little livingly in touch with the Lord, that we are not able to approach others and ready to be used of the Lord in taking the precious from the vile, as we get in Jeremiah. The Lord says, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile thou shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee but return not thou unto them, Jeremiah 15:19 One feels, that if one reallywere affected by the light we have, one would have more influence. I suppose we all have to admit that. 

    WHFI have thought sometimes that really the deliverance of souls, and their coming out into the path of separation, is connected with the sovereignty of God. It must be the work of God that brings them cut of these things. It was the work of God with myself, I am sure of that. 

    JTBut our responsibility remains, as you have indicated; and it is well to bear in mind that the ministry, or testimony, of any brother is not only for those with whom he may be immediately connected, but towards all; the bearing of service is towards all. 

    GWHEvery man. 

    JTAt any rate, I mean now in regard of deliverance, your service is toward Zion, so to speak; that is, those that are of the assembly. You want them. 

    GWHWhether a Christian is a Presbyterian or Methodist, you should have it before you to serve him, that he might be delivered. You wish to carry the light of God to that man. 

    FLBut in a practical way (in reference to what our brother was saying), the wall of fire works two ways, While it is a protection for what is encircled in it, at the same time it works upon the flesh, and the flesh is not willing to pass through it; those that come within the protection of that fire have to come by the way of self judgment. 

    AFMWhen Ezra left Babylon, there was quite a company with him. Both Ezra and Nehemiah are marked by prayer. I was thinking in that connection of what a lack of prayer there is for those outside. I, question whether we enter into the seriousness of the thing in that way, by presenting it to God. What do you think about that? 

    JTI am sure Paul in saying, The Lord knoweth them that are his, (2 Timothy 2: 19) was comforted. He had them all in his own heart. The second letter to Timothy shows how he had this one and that one in his heart. Although some turned away, as Demas, Paul had them all in his heart, so he instructs Timothy; in meekness setting right those who oppose, if God perhaps may sometime give them repentance to acknowledgment of the truth, and that they may awake up out of the snare of the devil, who are taken by him, for his will, 2 Timothy 2: 26. This is the attitude of the servant, and one in such an attitude is sure to be marked by prayer. 

    WCRWhen things are recovered it is good to see that they are recovered on the original basis; that is, as to the largeness of it. When they return from the captivity of Babylon they set the wall up on its original foundation. It was large enough to embrace every one. 

    JTAt that time the city was said to be large, but there were few people in it; but the word to faith here says, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. This is what should be before us; it would be an incentive in our service. While things are small, we should always have before us what shall be, according to the sure purpose of God. 

    GWHIn reading the epistle to the Ephesians, do you read it in the light of the future? 

    JTYes, it is written in the light of the future. That is what is in view. It gives the place of the assembly in the purpose of God, in the future; For the administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, Ephesians 1: 10. F.L. Very often we speak of Ephesians as though it only comprised the first three chapters, but there are three more. You have to read the first three in the light of the future, and get the bearing and influence of that light upon the present. 

    JHSo you would have saints moved by the thoughts of God for them? 

    JTThat is the thought, and this appeal to the scattered ones I think is very important now, because the trend amongst the saints is to narrowness of affection, whereas the Spirit of God would keep before us the whole number of the saints. Deliver thyself O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. We want the saints in all relations to be delivered and to be together. 

    JHWalk about Zion, and go round about her; tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following, Psalm 48:12. We should consider the thing in perfection. 

    JTI think so, and thus we can convey the light of it to the generation following. 

    JBThis would be the full value of the prophetic word. 

    JTQuite. The messenger here really, I think, is Christ in spirit, because it says, After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you. Then again in the eleventh verse: thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 

    AFMWhat is in your mind in making it a point in this chapter that we have the holy land? You have been dwelling a good deal upon Zion and Jerusalem. Is the land secured when the city is inhabited and Gods glory is there? 

    JTYes. The land is, of course, a larger thought than the city. 

    FLAnd all flesh is a wider thought still. It really suggests the circles you get in the twenty-second psalm. At the end of the second chapter here we reach a definite conclusion; God is risen up in His habitation. Then another end is reached at the end of chapter 3, the millennium reached by the people. The nations come in too, as seen in verse 11 of our chapter: Many nations shall join themselves to Jehovah in that day, and shall be unto me for a people. Thus there is a correspondence with Psalm 22 where we see how all the circles of blessing are the result of the one great sacrifice of Christ. 

    JTAll flesh is to be silent here. There are many voices now, but all the product of the flesh. In that day there shall be but one voice. Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation. It also appears that the Lord was valued in the midst of His people. How every voice is hushed as God is known as risen up out of his holy habitation. Compare 1 Corinthians 14. 

    JBIt was in Davids time that God chose Jerusalem, the mount Zion, which he loved. Now he chooses Jerusalem again it says. 

    JTHis choice is once for all. He has really never been diverted from it, from the standpoint of His purpose as to the earth: but now He is risen up (or perhaps is awaked) in it. Choosing it here would refer to His return to Jerusalem in the future to accomplish His original thought. Jerusalem is desolate now, but presently God will awake there and speak, and rule there, so that all the nations shall be subdued and hushed. 

    JBHe does not choose some other city on earth? 

    JTNo, it is the same one as of old. It is the city of the great King. 

    FLThe consummation there is the same as we get in the fourteenth chapter, when the Lords feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, and then it goes on to say, At evening time it shall he light. And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem, and The Lord shall be king over all the earth; in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one. The climax is reached in the second chapter, and comes up again in the fourteenth chapter. 

    JTYou have the singing here. Sing aloud and rejoice, daughter of Zion; for behold, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith Jehovah. First there is the deliverance, then the promise to dwell in the midst, and they are to sing on account of it. 

    FLWhat is your thought about the singing? 

    JTI suppose it is triumph. She has come to answer to the appeal, delivering herself. She did not sing in the place of their captivity, she could not, but now she may sing. Singing is the expression, I think, of complete deliverance. 

    FLAll oppression, and burden, and captivity and want are gone, and there is liberty and freedom of spirit. 

  
    RUN, SPEAK TO THIS YOUNG MAN (JT 22)

    Matthew 19:16 - 22; 1 Samuel 30:11 - 16; Zechariah 2:1 - 5

    In purposing to preach the gospel from these scriptures, I have in view, specially, young ones  young men and young women. I have selected these scriptures because they refer to young people. In each of them a young man is mentioned. Young men are in great demand, and in no quarter are they in greater demand than in heaven. You will remember how the great vessel through whom the light of heaven came to us  Paul  is first introduced in the Scriptures as a young man. He is introduced as one who witnessed the death of the martyr Stephen. Not only was he a witness of that crime, but he was consenting to it. In Acts 7 it is said, the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young mans feet, whose name was Saul. Acts 7:58. In the next chapter it is said that Saul was consenting to his death; and in speaking to King Agrippa later he admits fully that he held the clothes of those who killed the Lords martyr Stephen. Then when any of the saints were arraigned for judgment he gave his vote against them. 

    Such is the early introduction of the great vessel through whom the light of God came into the Gentile world, and I have no doubt that these facts are recorded in order that throughout the gospel period any young ones who may be opposed to the Lord  and, as opposed to the Lord, opposed to His people  may see that even for them salvation is available. Saul says he was an insolent, overbearing man; so that if there are any here who have been hitherto in any way opposed to the Lord and to His people there is salvation even for you. The Lord would say to you, as He said to that young man as he was found in bitter hostility to Him and to His people, 

    Why persecutest thou me? Acts 9:4. And not only would He raise that question, which is for you to answer in the secret of your soul, but He would say to you, It is hard for thee, Acts 9:5. You have a hard time of it. 

    It may be that your parents are Christians, and some of your brothers and sisters, and you have a hard time of it, for in the secret of your soul you know they are right. I know whereof I speak. In the secret of your soul you know well that your parents are right. They have accepted the gospel; they have profited by the gospel; they are enjoying it, and you know they are enjoying it; so that it is hard for you. Instead of resenting your attitude, or reproving you, we would, in the spirit of Christ, express our feelings, that yours is a hard way. Whatever your exterior, yours is a hard, difficult path, and the Lord would relieve you as He did Saul. But then it may be there are those here who are not outwardly opposed. This young man in Matthew 19 comes to the Lord, and instead of using language of opposition, he says, Good Master. You have nothing to say against the Lord; your thought is that you should maintain outward respectability in your religion. You do not wish to be regarded as an infidel. You speak of the Lord Jesus, in terms, it may be, of respect, and you would like to get some benefit from Him. You see that benefit from Him is available. Indeed, what we call the civilised world has become such through Christ. You may not think so. The knowledge of Christ, as men take it up, has a certain benefit in their account. Christianity, as it is outwardly regarded, is an asset in this world. No one can deny that the nations that have accepted Christ are far better off commercially and socially than those who have not. It is well worth their while to pretend to honour Christ. 

    So with this young man; and so, it may be, with someone here. You are not opposed to Christ; you see He is a benefactor in this world. You are not thinking of your eternal welfare at all; you are thinking of enjoying what you have. It may be a good position, a loving wife and family, or possessions and friends. You wish to enjoy all these things, and you see that Christ can help you; that it is to your advantage to be on favourable terms, as one may say, with Him and with His people. But that is very nauseous to Christ. He has no interest in it. He did not come into this world to improve it. He did not come to make people more comfortable in their domestic affairs, although that flows from true Christianity. He came into this world, as Paul says, to save sinners  to save them. So He has no interest at all in your proposal. 

    Hence He meets this young man on his own ground. The young man wishes to live  to have eternal life. He says not a word about his sins; not a word about having to meet God after death. Good Master, he says, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life? And the Lord meets him on his own ground, and gives him plenty to do; for if men in this world seek to benefit by Christ, He is not going to let them off. Christendom is not going to be let off easily. If they have undertaken to settle matters with God on the line of doing, then they have to reckon with God on the line of doing; and God keeps books, so that He may have written down accurately all their doings. 

    The Lord does not go into details with this young man. He could easily have pointed out that in no case had he kept all. When the time comes we shall see that God is not disposed to let Christendom off because Christ has been outwardly owned. In it despite has been done to the Spirit of grace, and the grace of God has been turned into lasciviousness. Men have placed themselves on the line of doing, and God will take them up on that line. They will have to say to Him on that ground. The books were opened, and the dead were judged according to their works. This young man doubtless shall appear in that day, and then the Lord will go into details with him. He shall find that matters have been analysed in the books, and his assumption that everything in the law has been done and kept shall be tested. 

    In the meanwhile, as he pretends to have done everything, the Lord says, Sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come and follow me. The Lord is not going to accommodate you if you are just seeking to enjoy what you have here. He says, If you are on that line, the end of it is, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and come follow Me, and you shall have treasure in heaven. Inside these gracious words of Christ one may find the gospel wrapped up, for if he were to find treasure in heaven, it could be only on the ground of the death and resurrection of Christ. But instead of this the young man, having great possessions, turned away sorrowfully. He turned away without eternal life  without any hope of it, and without hope of treasure in heaven. 

    Now look, young man or young woman, tonight, are you prepared to take on this responsibility? This passage is not intended to put you on the line of doing. It is intended to put you entirely out of court, as you are quite unable to do anything. God, as it were, binds mens hands and shuts their mouths so that they might know that they can do nothing. This passage, therefore, was not intended to convey that the gospel in any sense is on the line of doing. The passage is intended to shut you out entirely as on that line. But the Lord is there with His treasure in heaven for you. The young man went away. What are you going to do about this matter? In a few moments we shall all be dispersed, and some of you here tonight will be placed under a new obligation, 

    for Christ is once more presented to you as the only Saviour. You will be put under a new obligation as to what you are going to do. Are you going to prefer your possessions to Christ and to eternal salvation? 

    Well now, from the chapter in 1 Samuel, I want to show you a young man of a very different type. He had no possessions. He is found in the field. It was well for him, as he confessed, that he had fallen sick. It may be that in this company there are those of this type. You have fallen sick; sick, it may be, of yourself, sick of this world. This young man confesses himself to be a young man of Egypt. In his day he would have been a young man of the world. He would go in for all the sports of his neighbourhood. He would be aspiring to excel in these matters. He would seek to shine in society in so far as he could. He was a young man of Egypt, and all these things go with such. Egyptian fathers and mothers train up their children for Egypt. They school them, and set before them the one object  to become something in this world. He confesses this; he confesses that he was a young man of Egypt. 

    Be true to yourselves, young people here, and true to God, and admit that your lives have been spent in the world and for the world; that you have been neglectful of God, and of Christ, and of the gospel; that you have been regarding your eternal welfare as a matter of naught. You have been bartering your heritage, like Esau, for a mess of pottage. That is what you have been doing. It is an immense thing to learn to confess. The man I am speaking of confesses that he is a young man of Egypt, and that he was a servant of an Amalekite. An Amalekite is a man that deals in the flesh  in what the flesh lives in, and Satan works through that; so that young men and young women are held in slavery. He admits it: but he is found in the field. He has turned sick. 

    Many of us know what this means. He has turned sick, and so he has been neglected; he has been cast off. 

    As soon as you become exercised and begin to get sick of things the world has no more use for you. Happy for you if it is so  if your old friends and companions are beginning to cast you off. You begin to talk about God and Christ. You have misgivings about what you have been engaged in; you are coming to see there is nothing in it, and they quickly let you go. You are of no value now; for if you are not wholehearted in a thing what use are you? You just spoil it. The world is not interested in those who are concerned about eternal things. It is well when the light of God begins to agitate your mind and conscience so that it is so. 

    This young man was left in the field sick; but they brought him to David. That is what we are here for tonight. We are not here to preach a sermon simply. If this meeting has any end in view it is to bring souls to Christ. They brought this man to David. Our David is the theme of the gospel. We know what our David has done. He has slain His Goliath. He has entered into death, and has destroyed him that had the power of death. He has dealt effectively with all that was against us. Indeed, Christ has taken on all the liabilities of man, being a Man; and now in heaven He has bread and water  what man needs. He has effected propitiation. He has propitiated God in regard to our guilt. He is our propitiation. As John says, He is the propitiation for our sins, and ... also for the whole world. 1 John 2:2. He is the propitiation for the whole world, so that He has disposed of our guilt. 

    The wonderful declaration of the gospel is forgiveness for all. Repentance and remission of sins are preached in His name among all the nations. But He has more even than these things. This young man needed food. He needed bread and he needed water; and they gave him bread and made him drink water. Christ is all this for you. This young man was left. What hope was there for him? None. But they brought him to David. Our desire tonight is to bring you to Christ. He has the bread. The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world, John 6:51. Think how far-reaching it is! Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life, John 6:54. 

    Then it says, They gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. There is a great deal more that Christians have than you have any idea of; for there is not only ordinary support proposed in the bread and the water, but there is the sweetness of the fig. There is that sweetness that comes in in the gift of the Spirit. What God proposes is to give you His Spirit; as it says in the Acts. All that obey Christ receive the Holy Spirit. He gives the Holy Spirit to those that obey Him. So that there is not only the water for refreshment, but there is the sweetness of the love of God brought into our hearts  shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given to us. Then the raisins, I suppose, point to that which revives and refreshes us, so that the believer is set up in life. This is the proposal of the gospel. They brought him to David, and this is the result. 

    But is that all? He is now under Davids command and direction; in Davids service instead of that of the Amalekite. He has David for a master; and oh! what a master he was. I may say in passing that David has no idlers in his service. There are a great many idlers who profess to belong to David. David, I suppose, was the greatest organiser. I think he stands out as the greatest organiser, taking up the most varied and diverse materials, and organising them into the most extraordinary army that ever fought. The idea of an idler is foreign to David and his regime; and I say to Christians that directly you are made to live you are enrolled. 

    This young man is useful immediately. He knows where his previous master is and his army. You can tell another your experience, and you can help him. It is not a question of gift. It is a question of conveying to others your own experience, and in that way you will be of great service to the Lord. You may be used in delivering others. David does not revive this young man and send him away. Did he do so he might fall away to the Amalekite again. There are those who speak about evangelising, who send their converts hither and thither, like the ostrich which lays its eggs in the sand and forgets that the foot may crush them, as Job says. That is not evangelising. Evangelising is to bring a soul under the direction of Christ so that he is in His service. Otherwise you are left to drift into the world, and some beast, so to speak, comes and crushes your life out. See Job 39:13 - 16. The ostrich has no regard for its offspring. This young man came into the service of David. I say that for every Christian here. 

    Now we come to the passage in Zechariah, where we see another young man. These young men, indeed, may be set out as a series. The first has gone off having no hope of anything  no hope of life now or in the future. He has gone away sorrowful because he has possessions. He is not an opposer of Christ outwardly, but he has gone away from Christ. The second is taken up and brought to David and is made to live, and he is in Davids service, under Davids tuition. Jerusalem would come into his mind, for you remember that when David slew the giant he took his head to Jerusalem. Jerusalem is in his mind; it was the city of the great King. We cannot be under the influence and tuition of Christ without thinking of what is in His mind. The nearer you get to the Lord  the more you discover what is in His mind. Jerusalem was in Davids mind. I need not go into details. Those of us who are Christians and read our Bibles know how important Jerusalem was in Davids regime. It was his city, the city of the great King. 

    This young man, as he is called, is interested in Jerusalem. It suggests progress. As a young man is brought under the influence of Christ he begins to think of Christ, and of Christs interests, and they are very wide. You find here in Zechariah 2 a man with a measuring line, and a young man wants to know what he has that for. What is it for? It is to measure Jerusalem. Did you ever think of that? In order to pray aright you have to learn the extent of Jerusalem. It is the chief interest of God on the earth. I mean His saints today, the assembly; and the assembly is composed of all saints. Every truth sent of God belongs to the assembly, and the scripture says, The Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 Timothy 2:19. He knows the length and breadth of Jerusalem, and He wants you to know it. 

    Think of the privilege, dear brethren, of being brought into accord with His mind! The man with the measuring line says, To measure Jerusalem. Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. Are you interested? It may be that New Zealand is the extent of your Jerusalem. It is well if you love the saints in this Dominion, but there are many others. The more you love the Lord the more you appreciate the extent of His possessions on this earth. You think with Him. If you think with Him, you pray; and so this young man wants to know, and the answer is, to measure Jerusalem. Then he says, Behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him. It is as much as to say, the first angel did not give him all the information that he could have given. 

    God is bent on instructing us in full measure, that we might know the length and breadth and the height and depth; and so as the one angel departs another comes and says, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. It is as if the young man, being attentive to heaven, moves, so that he should at once receive full information. You see there is no lack with God. If you wish the information you will get it. If you are interested in the full extent of the purpose of God He will give you the light about it. There is no excuse at all for any of us being defective in divine intelligence, for God is ready to give it to us. Run, He says, and speak to this young man; not now to tell him the length and breadth, but that it should be full of men; as it says, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. 

    The light of the purpose of God keeps us from despondency. Many of us become despondent. We think things are so small. But we must be with God, as one has been seeing lately in regard to Noah. He had eight souls. Wherein few, says Peter, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 1 Peter 3:20. That is how salvation comes, and therefore there are not many. It is by water. That is to say, salvation is by death, and hence the few; but they are the few of privilege. Do not forget that. Think of the antediluvian world, and picture in your mind all the hills and mountains in the world in those days as the flood rises and rises, and of those poor people screaming for safety  for salvation, and there is no salvation; and the ark rises on the breast of the flood with the eight souls in it who had the truth. It is the few of privilege; and so it is today. If you are a Christian in the ark you belong to the few of privilege. 

    Peter writes that to the Christians in his day, so that they might see the great advantage they had. It says, Are there few that be saved? Well, apparently there were few. If you think of the millions of inhabitants of this earth at the present time, Christians are in the minority, but it is the minority of privilege. But then, as I said, the purpose of God contemplates not few but many: Ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands. Revelation 5:5. That is the purpose of God. So that Jerusalem is to be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. There is no need of walls in that city with multitudes of men and cattle. 

    Then follows, I will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. That, I apprehend, is a present word. What need we fear? I will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. This is a word for the young man who is interested, who is a believer in Christ, and has come under the influence and tuition of Christ. The whole purpose of God is opened up to him, so that he has victory every day. He is not concerned about the fewness. He has the mind of God as to the ultimate result, and then it shall not be few, but many. 

    Pages 139 - 260 Divine appearings. Brisbane and Newcastle, 1925 (Volume 72). 

  
    UNITY (WJ 1)

    Zechariah 2:7-14; Zechariah 14:5-7

    It is a very great exercise to speak on such an occasion as this. 

    I desire that the Lord may give a word directly from Himself, so that our present need may be met. 

    It is quite possible to say something perfectly true and interesting, and a passing pleasure might be found in it; still it might not be a word from the Lord. 

    That is what makes it so serious to get up and speak to you.  Hence it is absolutely necessary that both speaker and hearers should be found together in exercise. 

    I wonder how many here have been exercised as to these meetings. 

    Exercise leads to prayer  to desire. 

    How many of us are found here in faith  waiting on the Lord?  We are tested as to how far we can count on His love, expecting from Him that which will meet us in our present need.  Though I feel it serious to speak, yet I feel encouraged in the thought that the Lord cares for us, and can meet all the exigencies of the present moment, and prove to us the way of His love in a very peculiar and blessed manner.  He is still the Blesser of His people, and our need will only bring out the strength of His unchanging love. 

    We could not expect anything from Him on the ground of our faithfulness.  A spirit of pretentiousness would be very distasteful to the Lord.  I hope we have chastened spirits, the effect of being in His presence. 

    What has happened, what is happening, and what will happen should make us very serious.  We have never passed through such times, yet they are blessed times because they will bring out what the Lord can be to us.  The pressure will not cease, it may be increased, it may assume another form, but pressure there will be until the Lord comes.  Do not anticipate its removal, but greatly anticipate what His love can do for us.  Hence we must not look back regretfully at the past, but if there is any future accorded to us here, let us look forward most hopefully.  It is better on before, only we are in danger of being swept away.  Being in fellowship and having taken a certain position will not save us.  The needed thing with each is downright exercise of soul. 

    I have said all this by way of preface.  I might have chosen other scriptures to bring my subject before you, but I have read these as suiting that which is pressing on my spirit, I trust from the Lord, the subject of UNITY. 

    Appreciation of Christ always produces unity, and unity always secures blessing. 

    I want to bring it before you in connection with the Spirit of Christ as being necessary to it. 

    His blessed Spirit is seen in the last scripture which I read. 

    Many are anticipating unity, it is in their minds, but to us it is exceedingly painful, because we know it is vain and futile.  They hope that peace will be secured by the unity that is in their minds, but it is all in vain. 

    If you think of unity down here, you will find that it is Gods intention to bless this earth through a unity produced by the Spirit of Christ. 

    If you go back to Genesis 11 we get there the moral springs of that which has happened since.  Men sought unity in connection with their own glory.  They proposed to build a tower that would reach to heaven, in order to make a name for themselves.  This attempt to secure unity in connection with their own glory was frustrated.  They sought to build a tower from that which was of this earth. 

    They made brick, and slime had they for mortar, but nothing having its origin in earth can reach heaven. 

    The only thing that can reach heaven is that which comes down from heaven. 

    We are born from above and hence heaven is our portion. 

    The attempt to build a tower was frustrated and confusion was the result. 

    God called Abram to be the heir of the world, and his call indicated that God had created this earth for His own glory. 

    It was the God of glory that appeared to him and by His call indicated that He purposed blessing for man, saying, In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.  Whatever may happen, God always keeps to His purpose.  Nothing thwarts Him.  All the counsels and efforts of men come to nothing.  If we were nearer to God, we should see what a poor puny creature man is, but away from Him our thoughts of man are exaggerated.  Hence it is repeated to Isaac and again to Jacob that the nations of the earth should be blessed in them.  It was a very small beginning, was it not?  but a great comfort to read that which the Lord said in Isaiah 51:1,2, Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. 

    Look unto Abraham  your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.  Out of that solitary couple God has blessed and is blessing to-day. 

    That is Gods way. 

    He begins  from Himself.  The gospel opens with this fact, that Jesus Christ was the son of Abraham. 

    Let me recall to your memory the time when Jacob slept by the road side, a lonely stranger, away from his fathers house; there was a ladder, not a tower, but a ladder that reached to heaven, and the angels of God ascending and descending on it, that speaks of intercourse between heaven and earth. 

    How beautiful is that!  A number of sad things are happening which we feel, and rightly feel if we are with God. 

    I do not believe in people being Stoics.  The reason of all the sorrow is that earth in peoples minds is divorced from heaven, but by-and-by that will be over.  It is a great thing to see that: it will give stability, and prevent your being carried away by the thoughts of men.  A confederacy is coming to pass as surely as it took place in the days of the tower of Babel. 

    When Jacob was at the end of his course, he prophetically goes through the history of that which would befall his sons in the last days.  When we are in the light of the glory of God, we get a fine outlook, so this prophetic vision of Jacob gives the history of the people from the start to the finish.  When he comes to speak of Judah, it is Christ that fills his vision (Christ is seen both in Joseph and Benjamin) but Shiloh was to come of Judah, and Jacob says, Unto him shall the gathering of the people be.  There is going to be unity, but He is the Person that will secure it; it will be upon earth mediatorially through the twelve tribes of Israel.  The key verse to these ways of God is found in Deuteronomy 32: 8. 

    He set the bounds of the peoples according to the number [that is, the twelve tribes] of the children of Israel.  There will not be blessing on this earth until there is unity in Israel. 

    The twelve tribes must be united, but this comes from their being brought under the anointing of the true Aaron and drinking of the dew of heaven.  It will be in their appreciation of Christ that the twelve tribes of Israel will be knit together, and through that unity will be the blessing of the nations. (See Ps 97) 

    What can be more touching than this passage in Zechariah 2.  I want you to see what Gods thought is.  Zechariah is a very rich prophet  richer than any other save Isaiah.  The blessed Lord is before us here, He is here seen as the Shepherd in the midst of the flock.  You have Matthews gospel in a nutshell.  They were a flock of hatred towards Him, but He was there to feed them.  Blessed Shepherd!  How we need a Shepherd!  The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: but his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob. (Genesis 49: 23,24)  That is verified in Psalm 22.  Then we have further, From thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel.  How beautiful scripture is!  Psalm 23 must follow Psalm 22. 

    What a Shepherd for Israel!  He had been hated and grieved and shot at, but He shepherds the poor of the flock.  See where His love led Him!  He was the staff Beauty, but they abhorred Him and hated Him. 

    Beloved brethren, you will never find out your badness from a book, you will not discover it until you have learned the true character of human nature, that when Jesus was presented to your natural mind, you abhorred Him.  Many of us never reach it save in theory.  We may know the doctrine that in the flesh there dwells no good thing, but I mean more than that.  The real sense of it would break you up, and lead you to appreciate Christ.  To use one of our current coins, 

    the removal of the man that must be realised, but no one could ever appreciate the removal of the man till they have learned the true character of the man.  You learn it by way of contrast.  What a contrast to Christ is fallen man.  The Almighty God put Himself in the presence of His creatures, and He asked the price they would give for Him  Give me my price.  Think of it!  They weighed for His price thirty pieces of silver  the price of a slave! 

    I speak in fear and trembling, but let me say that our spiritual growth is not measured by our knowledge, it lies in the appreciation we have of Christ.  Do we not hear His voice at the supper saying, as it were, Give me my price (that is, At how much do you value me?).  I am fully aware that the supper is introductory to the privileges of the assembly, but in it He appeals to us, Give me my price.  Pay attention to it, dear brethren.  How it should come home to us!  I do not know anything more sanctifying than the supper.  It is loves appeal to us every Lord s day, and your spiritual growth lies in the value which you set upon His love.  There may be great ability to expound scripture and so on, but with it all there should be increasing affection for Christ.  He looks upon every one of us and He sees how our hearts are in relation to Himself.  We shall value our brethren rightly as we value Christ.  If all the dear brethren spoke of me as a spiritual man, the great matter would be, What does God think of me?  He sees where I am in relation to Christ, for He prizes affection flowing out to His dear Son, though it may be imperfectly. 

    I verily believe that some of us think that spirituality lies in correct statements.  No, it does not, it lies in affection for Christ.  One would not desire that saints should be unintelligent, but let intelligence be the result of affection. 

    What did Thomas say  ignorant  Thomas?  He only saw the Jews and how they sought to stone Jesus, but He walked in the light of God His Father, and saw neither Jews nor stones. 

    Thomas said, Let us also go, that we may die with him.  Very ignorant, but very affectionate, full of affection.  Surely the Lord prized that: He did.  Life is not worth the living where Jesus is not  so we may regard the words of Thomas. 

    I am not putting a premium on ignorance; but mark well, that spirituality does not lie in correct statements. 

    There was another ignorant person, yet full of affection: Mary Magdalene  she only thought of Jesus as being dead, and she sought His dead body.  Tell me, she said, to the supposed gardener, where thou hast laid him , and I will take him away.  The Lord prizes such affection.  Thomas said, Let us go that we may die with him, and Mary said, as it were: I have no home where Jesus is not.  Are you conscious of decline?  Listen, and let Him speak to you! Give me my price.  What will you sacrifice for Him?  That is the point.  I see men who will lay down their lives for their country.  What will we do for Christ?  What trifling things worry us, shame on us! What will you give up for Christ?  What are you prepared to sacrifice for Him?  Let it come home to each one.  Are you prepared to suffer for His sake? 

    The religious leaders of Israel prized Him at thirty pieces of silver, and with the money they bought a field to bury strangers in. 

    It was called the field of blood.  Now mark the Spirit of Christ speaking through the prophet, He accepts their valuation, and breaks His other staff Bands.  As a living Messiah He ceases to be the bond of brotherhood between Judah and Israel.  Now pass on to chapter 13; there the Spirit of Christ again speaks, not as taking the place of a prophet but as accepting the position brought in by Adam  I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man [Adam] acquired me as bondman from my youth.  Is that how Jesus is known?  Was there ever such a Person?  He who subsisted in the form of God taking the form of a bondman, and as such He became obedient unto death to serve guilty man.  Do we take the place of service to the saints?  Who is the greatest man in the meeting where you are?  The man who is in the Spirit of Christ, and is marked by the love of Christ.  Why are we not charmed with that?  Why are we charmed with that which is official, which often gives a spirit of pretentiousness?  The greatest man in the meeting is the man who is the servant of all in the love of Christ.  Where the love of Christ is present in a meeting there will be unity.  Where there is no gift in a meeting, there is often more spiritual prosperity than in a meeting where there is gift.  You cannot localise gift, it is for the whole church of God.  The moment you localise it you spoil it.  I say these things that you may be exercised. 

    Where there is unity there is blessing. 

    There is gathering power if we love each other. 

    No matter how few there may be, if there is lowliness God will bless.  There will be the recognition of our nothingness, but God will be praised. 

    Where there is unity, there will be the outflow of praise.  I could indicate it from other passages, such as Psalm 132; unity is realised when the ark of the covenant finds its place.  There is the delight of David as he dances before the ark. 

    He takes no place of prophet or of king, but he found his joy, because the ark of the covenant had been brought into its place.  His wife (Michal), who was full of proprieties, despised him in her heart.  In her eyes he was making a fool of himself.  She was a true daughter of her father Saul, who said, Honour me now ... before the elders of my people.  She despised the man who would take off his kingly robes, and dance before the Lord in the joy of his heart.  Hence she was not fruitful; legal people are not fruitful.  In the Book of Psalms there is a moral order and Psalm 133, Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! follows Psalm 132.  The secret is in being near Christ.  Let us avoid questions which gender strife. 

    He is now saying to us by the Spirit, Come near to me, I pray you as Joseph said to his brethren.  If I understand the movement of the Spirit, I think that is what Christ is saying; and as we have come near to Him, so we come nearer to each other. 

    May the Lord be pleased to bless what I have tried feebly to bring before you.  I have endeavoured to shew you how unity is brought about in the future by the appreciation of Christ, and it is brought about now in the same way.  In Psalm 132 the ark of the covenant is going up to its place on Zion, and in the Epistle to the Ephesians we see Christ set in His place at the right hand of God in the heavenly places. 

    Then in chapter 3 we have the true subjective state of the assembly, and Christ dwelling in the hearts of His saints by faith  thus we may say there is a resting-place for Christ maintained by the Spirit down here, and hearts drawn out to Him in affection and also to one another.  May we realise it, beloved brethren, and if you are conscious of anything inconsistent with unity in the meeting where you may be, may this word produce exercise as to it.  May we each be able to say, as it were, I am no prophet  but take the low place, ready to be the servant of the saints in the Spirit of Christ.  May God grant it for the sake of His own dear Son. 

    
 

  
    CONVICTED, CLEANSED, CLOTHED, CROWNED AND COUNSELLED (WJ 1)

    Zechariah 2:13; Zechariah 3:1-10

    It is easy to see that this scripture has an application to a later day.  My object now is not to interpret, but to preach the gospel from it; only I just say in passing that it is the way God will in the future bring back His people Israel, and then the last verses I read will have their proper fulfilment.  That is the true interpretation of it; but I also find here the principles upon which God in grace deals with sinners now as well as then. 

    Now let us look for a moment at the verse with which I began: Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised up out of his holy habitation.  Have you ever been present in a law-court?  Some poor creature is there, it may be, charged with murder.  A great deal of curiosity is shown, there is a crowded court.  The greater the crime the greater the crowd: nothing shows our depraved taste more than this.  There is a hum of voices; all are curious to see the poor prisoner, and are discussing the case.  Suddenly a little door opens and the clerk of the court cries with a loud voice: Silence!  There is a hush at once.  What has happened?  The judge has entered the court and taken his seat.  So here in our scripture: silence is called before the Lord.  He takes His place as Judge. 

    Our attention is next called to the prisoner.  And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord (Zechariah 3:1).  He is standing in the dock.  It is a great thing to take your place in the dock. 

    You will have to one day if you do not now.  You may evade the thought, endeavour to forget God and shut your eyes to the fact, but in spite of that the day is fast approaching when you will have to face God.  The throne of God holds you responsible for what you have done.  You must have to do with God then; why not have to do with Him now?  May you have grace given you to go into the dock, and it shall be for you the dawning of an eternal day.  Joshua the high priest stands at the bar. 

    It will be a solemn thing to stand before that awful tribunal, the great white throne.  The heaven and the earth flee before the face of Him that sits on it.  Solemn moment!  Sinner, how will you stand?  Thank God, I shall never stand there, because I have already taken my place in the dock by the side of Joshua.  God give you to do the same even now, before it is too late.  John says, I saw ... and the books were opened.  Man, you live in sin and forget that God has got His ledger.  What about all that black list down against your name?  God will be God.  He will maintain the dignity of His throne.  I will show you presently how God can maintain the dignity of His throne and yet save the sinner.  Another book was opened, which is the book of life.  There are two books, the book of deeds and the book of life.  Professors may put their names in the book of life, but God will blot out the names of those who have not stood in the dock with Joshua.  You may put down your name because it is respectable to do so, but it will not stand.  There is the book of responsibility as well as the book of life.  Mere profession will not do.  If you have not life, your name will be blotted out of the book of life 5.  You may resist God now, but He will bring you out of your grave and you will stand before Him at that terrible tribunal, and what will you do then?  If you take your stand here with Joshua, you will anticipate morally that great white throne, and never have to stand before it. 

    We have seen the Judge and the prisoner at the bar; and now there is another thing, Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.  When God works you always find Satan busy.  Satan is there to turn him away from God, and more, he is there to accuse him.  The man is guilty, and he is speechless.  What can be done for him?  I pursue the illustration of the law-court.  The day passes on, the witnesses are called, the case is thoroughly investigated, all that can be said for and against is said, and the judge has summed all up, and now the jury retire to consider their verdict.  The prisoner looks at those men as they file off, for he knows his fate is in their hands.  In the court the hum of voices is again heard, for the judge also has retired for a moment.  Some are speculating as to what the verdict will be; some are even betting on it; all are waiting to know.  At length the door opens and the jurymen appear.  The judge resumes his seat.  The clerk again calls, 

    Silence!  The jurymen have come to a decision.  The prisoner looks at those men anxiously.  There is silence; not a voice is heard.  The clerk says, 

    Gentlemen of the jury, what say you?  Guilty or not guilty? 

      How the poor prisoner stretches forward to catch the answer! 

    Guilty! is the reply that settles his fate.  The judge draws on the black cap and passes sentence, and the poor man is led away to await its execution.  Solemn scene, but a feeble picture of what it shall be for the Christless soul in the day of judgment.  Sinner, will you come into the dock now?  Will you take your place before God saying, I am guilty?  If so, it shall be the dawn of an eternal day for you.  Do you ask, Can I take that place?  Yes, though God be holy, that throne is favourable to you.  It will not be in the day that is coming.  I will tell you why it is favourable to you now.  It is because all its claims have been met by the blood of Jesus, and God can say, The Lord  rebuke  thee,  O  Satan: ... is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?  The eternal burning  think of it, who can pluck you out of that?  God Himself can do it.  He can deliver your soul because He has found a ransom.  He has found that in the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it meets the claims of the throne in respect of any poor sinner who takes the place of a guilty one. 

    There were two men in America who had been brought up together; one got on in the world and rose, and the other went down.  The one eventually became a judge, and the other a criminal at his bar.  Their original connection was well known, and the court was crowded with people curious to see how the judge would treat his former friend.  The case was gone into and the jury returned a verdict of Guilty, and the judge inflicted the heaviest fine possible, an immense sum of money, or else imprisonment.  People whispered, 

    What a shame!  They thought of their early days.  But the case was not ended.  Having pronounced the sentence, the judge stepped down from the bench, and coming to where the criminal was, said, 

    I remember our early days, how we were brought up together, and I have come down to pay the heavy fine I have inflicted; the prisoner may go free.  It was an easy matter for that judge to pay the fine; but in order that we might be cleansed, the blessed Saviour had to come down here and pay the debt in blood, and thus He has turned that throne of judgment into a throne of grace. 

    Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?  How can you be plucked out of the fire?  God says, as it were, My Son has been into the fire.  Ah! dear soul, it is only because Jesus has been into the fire, that God can pluck thee as a brand out of the fire. 

    The first thing I see about Joshua is that he is convicted. 

    The next thing is, he is cleansed. 

    I come now to the cleansing.  Take away the filthy garments from him. 

    You cannot take away filthy garments from a sinner, but God can. 

    He can cleanse our sins.  To the one who takes his place by the side of Joshua  to you if you take this place  come the words, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee.  My reader, has He cleansed you?  Has He caused your iniquity to pass from you?  He will do it now if you take your true place.  In that awful moment when Jesus hung upon the cross, God caused our iniquity to pass on Him, and thus He can cause it to pass from us who believe.  If He does not cause it to pass from thee now, He will cause it to pass on thee in that terrible day that is coming, and thou wilt be placed with all thy sins on thee in the lake of fire  that  awful burning.  But, oh!  He desires to snatch thee as a brand from the burning: The Lord ... is longsuffering to us-ward, 

    not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance  (2 Peter 3: 9). 

    But you must stand where the fire has been.  You have heard, no doubt, how that out in the far west of America,  in the prairies, where the grass grows long, it gets very dry in the summer and readily catches fire.  It is a terrible thing when it happens, for it rushes on as fast as a horse can gallop, overtaking everything that lies in the way, and men and animals flee for their lives.  The only way of safety is to burn away a huge space around before the fire reaches you, and then to stand in that blackened spot.  When the wave of fire comes up it has nothing to burn.  Stand then, dear soul, where the fire has been.  The cross is the place where the fire has been.  Will you stand there?  That is where the preacher stands.  Own your guilt and stand there.  You may know all about this, but you have not, it may be, 

    taken your stand there yet.  Take your stand there and hear the words, 

    Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee. 

    Have you taken your stand there, and yet are troubled about your sins?  Let this word take every troubled thought out of your heart.  God has laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all.  From the throne that word comes.  Stand back, Satan!  Thou canst not say that God is unrighteous in doing this; on the contrary, He is perfectly righteous, and the blood of Jesus is the witness of it. 

    Well, that is the cleansing: now I come to the clothing: I will clothe thee with change of raiment.  He has caused our iniquities to pass away in the death of Christ.  Sins and sin, gone for God in the burning.  But that is not all; we are clothed.  What is that?  We are in Christ, made the righteousness of God in him.  Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him.  That is what Christ is to God; can you be more complete, more beautiful?  Covered all over with Christ, you are thus made suitable to God.  God makes you suitable to Himself.  Can you better that? 

    What said the king when he came in and found the man without the wedding garment?  You know the story.  A wedding garment was provided for each guest, as was the custom in that country.  I think I see that man as he comes into the hall.  There hang all the wedding garments;  he looks at them and then at his own coat, and he says, I think this will do.  What will do?  It is like your saying, I am a temperate, church-going man.  I never cheat any one, I pay my way.  There is no clothing for you in that.  That will not do. 

    Our first parents found that out. 

    They found that a covering of their own providing left them naked in the presence of God.  Well, the man goes in without the garment, and presently the king comes in and looks round on that festive scene with an eye that nothing can escape.  The kings eyes rest on him; he has dishonoured the king and he has dishonoured  the kings son, and the king says to him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment?  And he was speechless.  Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

    He is searched, silenced, and sentenced.  Nothing but Christ will do for God; if you are not clothed with Christ, God will search you out and there will be no escape. 

    Let them set a fair mitre upon his head.  He is crowned.  They put a mitre of fine linen on the priests in Exodus 39, and on the mitre a plate of gold on which was engraved Holiness to the Lord.  So we are made priests to God.  Every Christian is a priest.  Many do not think so; their idea is that only a certain class are priests.  But Peter says in his first epistle, chapter 2, that we are a holy priesthood and a royal priesthood.  We are priests to worship God, brought from being prisoners in the dock to be priests to God.  Look at that! made a priest to praise Him for ever. 

    The next thing is that he is counselled.  This comes last.  God does everything first.  When you know what it is to be convicted, cleansed, clothed, and crowned, God will speak to you about your ways.  See what He says: If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, 
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    Zechariah 3

    Joshua the high priest is introduced here as representing the people in their actual state; even the priesthood had become defiled and unsuitable for holy service. There was an unclean state which God could not overlook, for He is light and in Him is no darkness at all. But if He had chosen Jerusalem, and had returned to her with mercies, He must needs undertake to remove the defilement, and to bring in suitable conditions for His service to go on. There can be no doubt that much has come in amongst the people of God which is contrary to His thought of the holy priesthood. This scripture suggests that priestly habiliments may be defiled even amongst a returned remnant. Though outwardly delivered from the captivity and corruptions of Babylon, there was a defiled state which rendered it impossible for God to be served in the beauty of holiness. But God in His wondrous mercy undertook to deal even with such a condition, because it was His thought to have His portion in His people, and in their acceptable service. 

    It is to be observed that Satan is brought personally into this matter; God is lifting the veil and exposing the very source of the evil which has come in. We are shown, too, that the one who was the source of the evil would do all that he could to frustrate the designs of mercy. But there is also another Person in the scene who is spoken of as the Angel of Jehovah. I believe that when this term is used in Scripture it always has reference to Christ. Joshua was standing before the Angel of Jehovah; that is, he was in presence of Gods mighty intervention in Christ. That is where faith puts us, however defiled we may be, or rather it is where infinite mercy puts us. If that is so, whatever Satan may wish to do, he is rebuked. It is a question of Gods sovereignty; He has chosen Jerusalem, and He has a right of way. As regards Joshua Jehovah says, Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? In presence of Satan God asserts His right to do what He will in mercy; if He is minded to pluck a brand out of the fire He will do it in spite of Satan. And the more simply and fully we are prepared to take the place of being brands plucked out of the fire the more we shall learn the surpassing riches of Gods grace in His kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. People who realise that they are brands plucked out of the fire have done with all thoughts of self-worthiness. I do not think any of us get rid of our filthy garments without standing in them in the presence of Christ. Joshua must have felt what a contrast there was between the Angel of Jehovah and himself. 

    We must bear in mind that what is dealt with here is not the ungodliness of a man in the world, but a defiled condition of things in the priesthood; it is a man defiled even while in the highest possible position of service Godward. It sets before us the fact that even our religious ways and associations may be filthy garments which render us unsuitable for the service of God. God would in mercy divest us of such things, and I believe He uses the ministry of the word to free us from anything that hinders the spirituality of our service Godward. It is those that stood before him who are told to take away the filthy garments from off Joshua. I believe Paul was taking away the filthy garments from off the Galatians when he wrote his epistle to them, and from the Corinthians when he wrote his first epistle to them. Ministry comes in to help, but it is only those who are before God who can really help us, for they are the only ones who know what is suitable to the service of God. We may learn from Scripture that the Jewish elements which were brought into the assembly in its early days, and against which the apostle Paul had so constantly to contend, were really filthy garments. Circumcision, law-keeping, observing days and months and times and years, and the whole round of what was Jewish, were things which defiled when Gods mind had been made known in Christ. Those that stand before God know that everything connected with man as in the flesh is defiling, for God has had to remove it from before His eye in the death of His Son. Man as in the flesh can have no place before God or in His holy service. Christ having died for all is the proof that all were dead, and we cannot bring before God in His service that which He accounts dead. Philosophy and vain deceit and doing our own will in humility are filthy garments; because, however, commendable in the estimation of men, they are not Christ. Pauls great service was to announce Christ, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus, Colossians 1: 28. How many things have come into the professed service of God which are not after Christ! They are all filthy garments which disqualify for holy service. The human mind, as such, is essentially unholy, for it cannot rise above the measure of man, and man is unholy as having departed from God. So we have all to stand in the presence of Gods great intervention in Christ, and to see how God has provided for His own pleasure in us by investing us with Christ in the character of festival-robes. 

    And unto him he said, See, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I clothe thee with festival-robes. It is important to see that it is God who does this; there is no mixture of human work in it. It is brought about that God may have His portion in those whom He thus invests. The delight of God is that we should be consciously in Christ before Him. As saints, called of God, we have indeed no other status; every believer who has the Spirit is in Christ, though many may be only babes in Christ; that is, we are small in the apprehension of what it is to be in Him. But a babe in Christ has apprehended that redemption is in Christ Jesus, Romans 3: 24; Ephesians 1:7. There can be no question about that. God has caused our iniquity to pass from us, not by there being anything meritorious on our side, but in the value of the redemption which is in Christ, and in the power of His blood. We are justified in Christ (Galatians 2:17); that is, we are not justified in ourselves but in another Man; it is a matter of faith in Him. I think that our first apprehension of being in Christ is that we see that redemption is in Him, and that we are justified in Him. Then we learn through grace, that there is one blessed Man who has died to sin once for all, but who now lives to God, and on account of this we can, through grace, reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus; Romans 6: 11. There is no other way of being alive to God save as in Him; the best bit of flesh there ever was has death stamped upon it, but Christ lives to God for Gods pleasure so that we might take up the favour of being alive to God in Him. Then there is no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus, for as in Him we judge the flesh and walk according to Spirit, and those who do so find that they are set free from the law of sin and of death. 

    Wondrous as all that is, it hardly comes up to what is suggested by being clothed with festival-robes. This is something of superlative excellence, like the best robe of Luke 15. If God acts according to His own choice in what He does for us, and does it that He may have delight in us, we may be sure that lie will furnish us with what has the very highest degree of acceptability in His sight. So we read that the Father has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, Colossians 1: 12. And I He has made known to us that He has chosen us in Christ before the worlds foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved, Ephesians 1: 4 - 6. I think this answers, for us, to the festival-robes of Zechariah 3. 

    It is worthy of note that such a precious instruction as this should come out in a day of recovery, in a remnant time. There have been long centuries during which the filthy character of man in the flesh has not been realised. It had been thought that by sacraments or religious observances man could be qualified to serve God, but the sense of unfitness has always been there. It has been reserved for these last days of wondrous recovery to make clearly manifest that the man after the flesh can never have any status with God save that of condemnation, but that man as blessed in Christ has a place with God that cannot possibly be improved upon. Not that saints come up to the fulness of this all at once. We begin as babes in Christ, but growth goes on with a view to our coming up to the full thought of a man in Christ, 2 Corinthians 12: 2. A man in Christ has come to maturity; he is suitable to entertain the most precious thoughts of God, and to serve Him in a priestly way in relation to them. He is clothed with festival robes. 

    And I said, Let them set a pure turban upon his head. This implies that the service of holy priesthood can be taken up intelligently. God can be addressed in a way that corresponds with the great thoughts of His own love. Much that is supposed to be the service of God is entirely out of harmony with the truth. It encourages man as in the flesh to draw near, though admitting his unfitness to do so, and it obscures, or even denies, all that the saints are according to 1 Corinthians 1: 30. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption; that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in the Lord. But God does not give up what He has in His own mind, and all His work in His saints is to build them up in what they are as in Christ Jesus. All the work of the ministry is with a view to this. For it is those who stood before Jehovah who took away the filthy garments, and who set the pure turban upon his head, and clothed him with garments. It is all the work of God, but it is largely wrought into the souls of the saints by ministry. 

    And the angel of Jehovah protested unto Joshua saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by, verses 6, 7. This makes clear that all that had been done for Joshua was in view of his taking up responsible service in Gods house. If Joshua was faithful he would judge Gods house and keep His courts. To be entrusted with the care of Gods house is a wonderful favour, as we must realise, if we know God at all. But it is also a very serious responsibility. We cannot judge Gods house unless we have priestly intelligence of what is suitable to the house, and then we have to apply that intelligence in a practical way. To judge in this sense is to exercise discernment and discrimination so that the standard of what is suitable to God is maintained in all that pertains to our collective service Godward. Then His courts are to be kept; this would imply care as to the kind of persons who are permitted to approach. Some would tell us that only the Spirit knows who is suitable, and that therefore we should leave each one free to act on his own responsibility in relation to approach to God. But this sets aside the whole principle of keeping Gods courts, and would reduce things to the level of every man doing what is right in his own eyes. Every really faithful and intelligent saint must admit that the responsibility of keeping Gods courts is committed to us. The greater the confusion is generally, the more incumbent it is upon us to keep this holy charge. 

    It is also said of Joshua, and I will give thee a place to walk (or, give thee goings) among those that stand by. I think this is a reference to those that stood before him in verse 4. The Scripture suggests that there are servants who are near to God, and who are at hand to do His pleasure in regard to Joshua. They are in the knowledge of Gods mind, and are available for any needed service in relation to His house. We may think of the apostles in connections such as this, and no doubt there have been many others. How blessed to have our goings among such persons! If any have been a spiritual help to us in relation to the service of God it is the divine intent that we should move with them in nearness to God, and thus in availability for any needed service. 

    Then Joshua is addressed further in verse 8. It would seem that Joshua throughout this book is a representative person in whom the defiled state of the priesthood is seen, and then the recovery of priestly conditions through sovereign mercy. As thus recovered he is seen as having fellows. We know that Christ has companions or fellows (Psalm 45:7; Hebrews 1:9), but here it would appear to be the priest who has been divested of filthy garments and invested with festival-robes, who has fellows. It clearly suggests that there is a priestly company secured on the ground of restoration by mercy, a company who have shared Joshuas experiences in some measure, and who sit before him to contemplate the priesthood as restored in mercy. Of course, for us, this involves the contemplation of Christ, for we could not get any true thought of priesthood if we did not apprehend it in Him. But the point in Zechariah 3 is that priestly conditions are restored in a remnant day so that the service of Gods house may be taken up in a way that is acceptable to Him. Thank God, there are many who know what it is to sit in the presence of such a recovery today. One would not wish to forget the feebleness of the moment, neither would one wish to minimise the greatness of what God has done in restoring, in some measure, 

    priestly conditions in these last days. I believe that God would have His people to recognise this. Those in whom it has been effected cannot think anything of themselves, for they are conscious that they are brands plucked out of the fire, but they are constrained to acknowledge what mercy has done. If God is restoring priestly conditions today, who of His saints would wish to be out of it? Let us, at any rate, recognise what God is doing. Those who do so will be marked off from others; they will be men of portent, or men to be observed as signs, or types. Those who recognise that God is restoring priestly conditions, and who seek to assemble together and to worship in the light of what God is restoring, are persons whom God would have to be observed. They are, indeed, His signs to all Christendom; they are called to be models for all His people of what is truly priestly in service Godward. They are types of what His service should be universally. Would that we understood this better! What holy exercises would be maintained in our hearts, what attention we should pay to every bit of spiritual help that comes to us in relation to the service of God, what care as to every detail of the service, if we had in mind that God would have us to be such as could be observed by all as expressive of His mind in regard to priestly service. Yet would anything less than this really meet our spiritual exercises and desires? 

    It is at this point that Jehovah says, For behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branch. The eyes of Joshua and his fellows are turned to Christ as Jehovahs perfect Servant. It was as much as to say to them, If you want to build acceptably you must consider Christ. It is suggested here that persons are present who can look at Christ in a priestly way; that is, they can look at Him in relation to God. It is a never to be forgotten moment when we come to this, that instead of thinking of Christ in relation to us we begin to think of Him in relation to God. Not that we lose the first by entertaining the second; it is rather greatly enlarged. But the Branch is Jehovahs Servant; it is He who will very shortly bring in publicly all that is for the pleasure of God. It is as Man that He will do this: Behold a man whose name is the Branch, chapter 6:12. It is He who will build the temple, and, when He does, every whit of it will say, Glory. But then all that Christ will do in the future was to be before the hearts of the remnant in their building in Zechariahs day. And so it is to be for us. Everything that is right will come in for the pleasure of God when He brings forth the Branch. For He is a righteous Branch (Jeremiah 23: 5), or, as the word really is, Sprout. There is the thought of freshness and the energy of life in a sprout; it speaks of Christ as bringing in what is entirely new, but bringing it in in a vigorous way so that it secures the full delight of God. Now God would have us to apprehend that nothing is right that is not brought in by Christ. What will result publicly from the bringing in of the Branch is to have place now in the house of God in a spiritual way. 

    Then another figure is used. For behold, the stone that I have laid before Joshua  upon one stone are seven eyes; behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, verse 9. A stone suggests that building is in view, but it is building that is to take character from Christ. I think we see the seven eyes in Isaiah 11:1, 2: And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall be fruitful; and the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. These are the qualifications of Christ to exercise government in the world to come. How much more is engraven on that Stone than was written on the stone tables of the law! Everything is there that God would have expressed in the Man of His choice, of His delight. When God brings in Christ He will remove the iniquity of His land in one day, and every man will be set free to invite his neighbour under the vine and under the fig-tree. Every one will be in perfect liberty both before God and with his neighbour. Everyone will have the sense of being possessed of good which he can gladly share with his neighbour. God would have His people to know at the present time that they are perfected for ever by the one offering of Christ, so that they can be free and happy with God in the sense of boundless favour. And He has given us brethren with whom we can share every choice thing with which He has enriched us in Christ. Our neighbours are those with whom we have possibilities of contact; it is well to make them welcome to what we have; it is our joy as well as theirs; it is the true gain of our fellowship. 
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    Ezra 4:23; Haggai 1:8, 9; Zechariah 3: 1 - 5; Zechariah 4:1 - 14

    We see in the scripture in Ezra that there was a power that would cause the work of the house of God to cease, and recent events have reminded us that that power still exists. There is a great power active to cause the work of the house of God to cease and we are all liable to fall under the influence of that power more or less. It is therefore of great importance that we should learn how to stand in spiritual power against it and how to secure the completion of all that belongs to the service of the house of God. 

    Haggai gives us another reason why the work ceased; it was not really Artaxerxes and the enemies that caused the work to cease, but the state of the people themselves. They were occupied with their own things, and the house of God had lost its place in their interest and affections. In Pauls day all sought their own things and not the things of Jesus Christ. That state of things prevails in the Christian profession and we have to see to it with jealous care that it does not prevail in our hearts. 

    Zechariah is, I believe, the most important of the post-captivity books because it gives us the secret of success in the carrying on of the work and service of the house of God. So the teaching of the prophet Zechariah is of vital importance to us, and I have on my mind to say a few words on the fact that the saints are called upon to take up features which are set forth in Joshua and in Zerubbabel. These men represent saints like ourselves, who are brought by divine grace into a condition in which they can minister to the work of the house of God. Joshua and Zerubbabel were the two anointed ones or sons of oil, and I venture to hope that it is our holy desire and purpose to be such, because the maintenance of the divine testimony in the house of God depends on there being sons of oil. 

    The prophet saw a golden lamp, and he saw it fed with oil and that two olive trees were the sources from which the oil came. These two olive trees represent the saints as enabled of God to take up priestly and royal character so that what is suitable to God in His house shall be maintained. But we must understand that it is a time of testimony, not of great things outwardly. It is a time of communications from heaven, for Zechariah says eleven times in the first six chapters, the angel that talked with me. And it is encouraging to see that God takes up a priest who is altogether out of order, because I apprehend that no saint could be in a worse case than Joshua the high priest. Instead of being attired, as the high priest should be, with holy garments for glory and ornament, he is found in filthy garments. 

    I cannot but think that Joshua represents the state of the Christian profession generally in regard to priesthood, and alas! it may be more or less descriptive of my state and yours. But it is blessed to see that Jehovah in the sovereignty of His love undertakes to make this unsuitable man suitable: He undertakes to do it all from His own side. No doubt Joshua had deep exercises, for it is a solemn thing to think of serving God in a priestly way and to be conscious that one has no fitness to take up the service  our associations, or manner of life, our personal state, all unsuitable to priesthood, and therefore disqualifying us from being sons of oil. But it is most encouraging to see that the blessed God undertakes to put Joshua into true priestly conditions. We do not find that Joshua had a single word to say; all that he was called upon to do was to submit himself to the actings of holy love. Are we prepared to submit ourselves to the actings of love? They take place in such a meeting as this  the Spirit of God touching spots of defilement here and there, perhaps as yet not even known to ourselves, but in the sovereignty of love God exposing things that are unsuited to priesthood. 

    There can be no flow of the Spirit apart from holy conditions and such are the conditions of priesthood. Priesthood is one of the two sons of oil, and it is in view of Joshua becoming one of them that Jehovah says, Take away the filthy garments, and there were those standing before Him who were ready to do this service. How blessed to know that God does not do everything Himself; He loves to call in His people, His saints, and to make them serviceable in this great work of bringing about holy conditions amongst His people, so that priesthood may have its true holy character before Him. There are those standing before Him who are ready to serve us, and the ministry of the Word is the effective means by which our state is brought home to us, and then a blessed activity of divine love comes in to deal with it so that conditions result that are suitable to God. 

    In Zerubbabel we do not see moral exercises, which are worked out in connection with Joshua, but we see that he needs instruction. 

    The thought of royalty is that one has the mind of God so as to be able to apply it in a practical way. So David says, Give the king thy judgments; the great thought of the king is that he has the mind of God, and has kingly ability to apply it. Zerubbabel represents the royal element amongst the people of God, and he gets instruction by this wonderful figure of the golden lamp and its seven lamps, and the oil flowing through golden pipes. By all this he is instructed in the great fact that in connection with the work of the house of God it is Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts. That is instruction for the king; if building is to go on according to God there must be the recognition that there is no power whatever but that of Gods Spirit, involving the practical renunciation of every other kind of power. 

    When everything that is of human power is set aside, the great mountain that would stand in the way of the house being built becomes a plain. All difficulties are removed, and the hands that begin are able to finish. It is a day of small things indeed, but things are brought to completion. We should have nothing less than that before us. The eyes of Jehovah rejoice when they see the plummet in the hands of Zerubbabel. Royalty in the saints comes out in this, that they will not suffer any standard to be substituted for the divine one. 

    Zerubbabel was seen with the plummet in his hand and he was qualified, not only to lay the foundation, but to finish the work of the house of God without deviating a hairs breadth from the divine standard. The plummet suggests that all the building is to be regulated by a perfect standard; it must conform to the divine thought. The plummet estimates things from above, and it indicates to us that the royal element amongst the people of God will not suffer anything to deviate from the divine standard. It is said of Zerubbabel, as seen with the plummet in his hand, that he had laid the foundation of the house, and his hands should finish it. That is a kingly thought; one who can begin and finish in relation to the work of the house of God is truly kingly, and that royal element is needed amongst us. The Spirit as sent from a glorified Christ acts through the saints. Of course, the Spirit viewed as a Person in the Godhead is free to act as He will and where He will, but we are speaking now of the saints as moving in spiritual power in relation to the work of the house of God. The movements of the Spirit in relation to that work require vessels, and in that connection the saints become sons of oil. 

    I hope we really desire to be sons of oil? If I am not a son of oil, how can I minister anything that will be light in relation to the house of God? How can I build or have the plummet in my hand? The plummet is intended to regulate everything in the public service of God according to His mind. The plummet has been applied to things particularly during the last hundred years. There was a very long period  many centuries  when people thought of nothing more, at the best, than doing something to improve the state of things that existed. I trust, beloved brethren, that we have moved away from that standpoint altogether and that we have no thought of improving what exists, but we have the thought of working to a divine pattern and a divine standard. We have the thought of working to what has been set forth in the teaching of the apostles and prophets, and as this is before us constructional work goes on, and I believe Gods intent is that it shall be brought to completion. 

    We must admit that we come short of that yet; much that transpires in our meetings would have no place if we had reached the completion of the divine thought. In order to reach it there must be priestly conditions and royal conditions. It has always been Gods thought that priesthood and royalty should go together in connection with the blessed activities of Gods Spirit. When these two elements are combined there is a flow of the Spirit which maintains divine light according to the perfection of the divine thought. Things are maintained in ministry as light, and then they are worked out constructionally in the actual service of the house. 

    I trust we are moving on to the completion of what is in the mind of God, but I would impress upon my own heart and yours that very much depends on the exercises which go on in our souls in relation to these two great thoughts of priesthood and royalty. As they are worked out in us we become sons of oil. Both characters are going to be taken up by Christ; this book speaks of the time when Christ will be a Priest upon His throne; He is going to be the Branch and the Headstone; He is going to hold publicly these blessed characters for God. But at the present time the work of the house of God is being carried on by the power of the Spirit through the saints, so that it is of the greatest importance that we should be truly sons of oil. This depends on us now, and God is well pleased to effect in us everything that is necessary in order that all that is in His mind shall be brought to completion. We have not to reach this by human movements of might or power, but the blessed God would be pleased to take us in hand, and, if need be, deal with our state even though it might be as bad as that of Joshua. I am not saying it is, but it is encouraging to see that if it were as bad as that of Joshua, God would undertake to deal with it, and to use the effective ministry that goes on on the part of those that stand before Him to eliminate all the elements that are unsuited to His own holiness. Priesthood has to do with holy conditions of service Godward, but the royal character has to do, as I understand it, with the maintenance of public order. There is a certain public order in the house of God which has to be maintained in royal power. Sons of oil are able to hold the plummet and to see that there is no deviation from the divine mind. During the last hundred years we have had to learn that many things deviated from the straight plummet line; they would not bear the standard of Gods mind, and we have had to learn to adjust things to that standard. Royal features have come out in the saints as that has gone on. 

    I commend these thoughts to the affections and the exercises of the brethren, that we should take up these things in a very practical way so that we may truly become sons of oil. If there is to be the manifestation of the Spirit of God in the assembly, it will come normally through the saints. If we are not sons of oil to furnish the oil for the light the testimony of God must wane; the light will burn dim. All depends upon our being maintained in priestly and royal conditions, and therefore I urge upon the brethren  and this is a matter for brothers and sisters alike  that we should earnestly desire to take up this character of sons of oil, and to be concerned that priestly and royal conditions are really with us. Do not let us be content with a respectable kind of Christian life that keeps itself pure from manifest evil, but let us be set to cultivate those inward priestly relations with God that are suited to Himself, and then the royal character that has to do with what is outward. As we learn the mind of God, as we bring things to the test of the plummet, we shall get things more and more adjusted and brought into conformity with the divine standard, and then those who begin can finish. If we are on those lines we shall not break down half-way; the Lord will not have to say of us, I have not found thy works complete before my God. If we move in this priestly and royal way we shall bring things to completion. 

    Is it possible that just a few people meeting together in a simple way can reach Gods great thoughts in completion? Yes, that is what He intends. And that is why He says, Who has despised the day of small things. He intends that things shall be brought to completion on a small scale before they are brought to completion on a grand scale in the day that is coming. What a pleasure it is to God to see anyone in priestly attire before Him, and what a pleasure it is to Him to see a king  a man with a plummet in his hand  testing everything by what is suited to God! Things are brought to completion on that line. Let us remember that the house of God is one, and it is universal; so that what is secured in any locality is gain to the house universally. If we want to help our brethren in other parts of the world, the beat way we can do it is by working out to completion the divine thoughts in our own locality. In being secured there they are secured in Gods mind for the whole house. There is something secured, the value and power of which God can make advantageous in every part of His house. As the saints become vessels of the Spirit, ministering what is of the Spirit to one another, the whole thing is being brought on its way to completion. We are drawing near to the time when the headstone will be brought forth with shoutings. The wonderful place of Christ as the Headstone is coming into evidence amongst His people, filling their hearts with holy rapture, with shoutings of Grace, grace unto it! What a blessed consummation of the work of God! May it be more, before us in living power, to the glory and praise of God! 
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    ZECHARIAH 3 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 3: 1 - 10

    QuesWhy is it After the glory in chapter 2: 8? 

    CACAfter the glory God will judge Babylon  morally, after God has brought in the original thoughts as to the assembly, judgment is inevitable. If Gods thoughts come in and are established in His saints, that is glory in a moral sense, and everything contrary to it must be judged. See verse 13, Let all flesh be silent before Jehovah: for he is risen up out of his holy habitation. 

    If God rises up to secure His pleasure in the remnant of His people (as He has in our own day), that involves the cleansing of all iniquity and setting up instead true characteristics of the holy priesthood  very beautiful to think of. 

    RemIn his temple doth every one say, Glory. In the assembly the character is glory. 

    RemIt is not here so much what the people get, but God is satisfying His own heart; it is that He might have His portion in His people. 

    CACYes, and that depends on the place that Christ has with us. In the first two chapters God is presenting His thoughts in an abstract way. In actuality the ruin and the state of the priesthood were the exact opposite. But God has to undertake the whole matter. 

    QuesWhy clothe thee with festival-robes? 

    CACBecause God will find pleasure in it, and His people be in full accord. It is things according to the most exalted thoughts of God. Like the best robe in Luke 15  there is nothing to equal it. This passage has often been used in the gospel, but the real application of the chapter is to the saints whose garments have been defiled by unholy associations, and God undertakes to change all that. 

    This is one of the few scriptures which bring Satan personally into the scene. But Another  the Angel of Jehovah  is brought in here. The Angel of Jehovah, I believe, always refers to Christ. Here Joshua stands in the presence of the mighty intervention of Christ, and we all stand there. What length of time there has been when there has been no exercise with the holy priesthood. It is Christ in chapter 3 and the Spirit in chapter 4. It is a question of Gods sovereignty  so with ourselves, we might have had no idea of the holy priesthood or the house of God. But God does it Himself and He does it through Christ. We are only a brand plucked out of the fire. On our side we are nothing else and never shall be. Our blessing depends on our fully and honestly owning it. It is a question of getting Gods estimate of things. Then all thought of self-worthiness vanishes from our minds and Christ comes into view  nothing but Christ. 

    The priest is the most holy man in Israel. He stands in the presence of the intervention in Christ  God has done it. His robes are changed. It is a wonderful setting. This chapter is for us. None of us could stand up before God and say we had nothing to learn from this chapter. Take away the filthy garments from off him. Instrumentality enters into this matter. It is said to those that stood before him. It is like Luke 15. God does most of His work mediately, He uses His servants to take away the filthy garments. I think Paul was taking away the filthy garments in Galatians and in 1 Corinthians, though they were Christians and had the Spirit. God throws light into our souls as to what is filthy. Paul was showing this to the Galatians and Corinthians and taking it away through ministerial service. So it was with us, till God showed us the real character of things. Departing from what is not right (iniquity) has to go on continuously. I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I clothe thee with festival-robes. It is the Angel who does it. It is Christ Himself who removes at His own cost all that defiles. 

    Ques. Is that John 13? 

    CACNo, I think it is a little more what you get by being washed. The Lord says: He that is washed all over needs not to wash save his feet. Joshua needed something more than feet-washing; all that he was invested with had to go. It is what Christ has effected for us by His death. He has borne the judgment of all that is filthy  all that is not of Himself He has borne the judgment of. If I am going on with it, I am going on with what Christ has died for. If the priesthood is defiled, it is in a religious way. 

    RemAnd these things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God (1 Corinthians 6: 11). 

    CACVery good. Though the Corinthians were not in the good of it, it was ministered that they might enter into it. It shows how necessary is the Spirit. 

    QuesWhy is the Spirit brought in there? 

    CACIt brings in the need of subjective work. The judgment of the filthy garments has come into the soul by the Spirit. Along with that is the clothing with festival-robes. God is very anxious that we should know that we are in Christ. God has no pleasure in people who do not know they are in Christ. It is a complete thought  festival-robes. It is Gods thought; we come to it, one might say, bit by bit. 

    In Christ is not festival-robes in Corinthians, though there is some thought of it in the second epistle. In I Corinthians they are babes in Christ  only babes, though in Christ  that is, in a very small way. 

    QuesIs it new creation? Old things have passed away; behold all things have become new? 

    CACYes. Our first apprehension of it is, we are justified in Christ. It is only a gospel one. We are justified in another Man, not in ourselves. We need to grow in our apprehension of it. 

    RemNow He that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, is God (2 Corinthians 1: 21). 

    CACPaul has the full idea. Then in 2 Corinthians 12: 2, A man in Christ. That is very different from a babe. We come in on our side by steps. We learn we are justified in another Man  that other Man has righteousness for us. Then we are alive to God in Christ Jesus. There is a blessed Man in heaven, we learn, who lives to God. We take account of ourselves alive to God in another Man. Then in Romans 8 we are in Christ for deliverance  a further apprehension. None of those thoughts are up to the festival-robes. It implies we have apprehended the full thought of the purpose of divine love, we are invested with it. So I think it goes with Luke 15. They are things to pray about, that we might apprehend them  the full thought of God in a glorified Man. 

    It is all in view of the service of God. What a richness about the worship there would be if we all assembled in festival-robes! The man in Christ goes up to the full height of the divine thought. He could go anywhere in that realm  the third heaven  without a sense of disparity. So John 17 is given to us. The Lord is putting the pure turban on our heads there. 

    QuesWould Ephesians be on the line of setting a pure turban on the head? 

    CACYes. We should be able to address God with priestly intelligence. If brothers did not go beyond their measure, there would never be anything said that was not in priestly intelligence. It characterises the assembly. We should be in the sense of our portion and able to speak to God about it without any disparity between our thoughts and Gods  in ourselves we are only poor things plucked out of the fire. All this enters into our responsible service in the house of God (see verses 6, 7). 

    Christ is Minister of the sanctuary and His charge would be that we should see that what is suitable to Gods house should be carried out, and so we are able to anticipate the coming of the Lord. 

    Wherever the Branch is mentioned I think it refers to the coming of the Lord. There are four or five scriptures which refer to Him as the Branch. The assembly is here awaiting the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ  that is the Corinthian aspect. The Branch (or the Sprout) is connected with His growing up out of His first coming in manhood, and is linked together with His appearing. The great objective of all Scripture  of God  is the coming of the Lord. The first prophet spoke of it  Enoch  I do not think anyone awaits His coming or appearing who is not in priestly fitness. It required priestly conditions in Luke. It means that everything that is unsuitable to His rule will disappear. 

    RemIn those days, and at that time, will I cause a Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land (Jeremiah 33: 15). 
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    ZECHARIAH 3 AND 4 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 3: 8 - 10; Zechariah 4: 1 - 14

    CACThere is full recovery of priestly condition in chapter 3: 4, 5, so that in faithfulness there is liberty to judge Gods house and keep His courts. Saints here are in responsibility, and the restoration of the priesthood is a very important feature at the present moment, the holy service of priesthood having been for a long time practically lost. Joshua, always regarded as a representative man in this book, is now clothed in festival-robes and is seen having fellows that sit before him. 

    QuesAre those that sit before him the same as those that stand by in verse 7? 

    CACI think those that stand by are the same as those in verse 4 that stood before him. There were those who were near to God and had His mind. He (Joshua) would move in the circle of those near to God and in the intelligence of His mind, and who could act for Him. 

    The fellows in verse 8 are those who in measure had gone through the same exercises as Joshua and so could recognise that the priesthood had been restored. Well, there are those here like it today. 

    QuesWhy are they sitting? 

    CACIt signifies that they have definitely and permanently occupied this place. Defilement has been removed and what is suitable to God has been brought in. 

    RemGod has thus material on which He can work out His thoughts, so He immediately brings in Christ. 

    CACYes. We need to see that God has recently been dealing with the priesthood. Those who sit down and contemplate this are men who are marked off. 

    Ques. Why is that? 

    CACIt is to stimulate our desire to be one of them. Why should we not be a witness? There is such corruption and departure of the priesthood today, that is in what pretends to the priesthood  false thoughts as to empty ceremony or a class of priests. We should be concerned for true priesthood to be restored. There should be a model of what true priesthood is before God. If a few walk in the light of this, it is a witness to all Christians. 

    QuesWhat does the priesthood mean? 

    CACIt is the ability to serve God according to His pleasure, so that there is intelligent worship. It must be in spirit and truth. The turban on Joshuas head signifies liberty and intelligence in worship. So we have to be careful that when we come together to worship we are in priestly condition and intelligence. 

    RemIf not we do not get the benefit of the introduction of Christ. 

    CACThat is so. 

    RemIn Hebrews we are first to consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession; is that like this? 

    CACYes. 

    RemIn chapter 6: 12 you get, Behold a man whose name is the Branch; and he shall grow up from his own place, and he shall build the temple of Jehovah. 

    CACIf you are building you must consider Christ. He is the Builder of Gods house; you must consider Him. So all in the house now depends upon a proper consideration of Christ. 

    RemChrist, as Son over his house. It is a question of people with intelligence. 

    CACWhen He comes, everything is to be for Gods pleasure in the house and in the kingdom. The remnant anticipate this, they are to build in the light of all Christ would do in a coming day. 

    RemSo that the service of God goes on now. 

    CACYes, all should be according to Christ. Its value is measured by that. The Lords supper is to bring Christ in prominence before the saints. If we are going to worship God, we must bring in Christ, and the Supper compels us. It is an essential thing to bring in Christ. He is A Branch of righteousness in Jeremiah 33: 15, and everything He brings in is just right. By and by this will be done publicly, but among the saints He is doing it spiritually now. 

    RemIn one day iniquity will be removed. 

    CACVery beautiful  iniquity gone and brotherly love established (verse 10). It should be so now among the brethren. 

    QuesDoes it involve the place Christ was coming into as Man? 

    CACYes. It speaks of a Man in chapter 6: 12. Branch means young shoot  everything springing up afresh for God. 

    QuesIn Isaiah 53: 2, He shall grow up before him as a tender sapling. Is the thought embodied in that? 

    CACYes, it is a beautiful description. It is a great turning-point in a soul when it thinks of Christ in relation to God. First we thought of Him in relation to ourselves, but now it is a priestly view of Christ. God is presenting Christ to the priesthood, we know Him in relation to God. It is something to covet to see Him in relation to God. It is a revolution in a soul when that comes to pass. Glory to God in the highest is what He is to God. 

    The stone is another view of Christ. The Spirit seems in this book to delight in bringing in a multitude of thoughts of Christ. The stone would bring in the thought of building. There is One who is qualified to establish everything for the pleasure of God in the most perfect way  the seven eyes give the thought. It is how we know we regard Christ in a priestly way. No doubt the seven eyes are in Isaiah 11: 1, 2; There shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall be fruitful; and the spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. 

    These are perfect qualifications to bring in the pleasure of God. He has a sevenfold qualification. 

    RemThe Lamb has seven eyes in Revelation. 

    CACIt is wonderful ability to take account of everything in relation to God. These eyes running to and fro take account of all that is displeasing to God, and also of all that is pleasing to Him. It is not future. It is going on at the present time. So these seven eyes rejoice when there is anything done for the pleasure of God  one stone placed on another, or a man with the plumb-line measuring according to God. 

    We get the Spirit in a sevenfold aspect in Isaiah 11. We could not say the anointing is not shared by the saints, though humbled as we think of ourselves. It is Gods mind for the saints. It is competence to govern. How could the saints rule in the world to come unless they are competent to govern? I sometimes ask people how many cities they feel competent to rule over. 

    RemWho hath despised the day of small things? 

    CACThis book was largely written to show the remnant that they are not in a day of small things. Outwardly it is small, but what are they going on with? They are going on with the greatest things in the universe of God  far greater than anything in the grandest cathedral. Zechariah 4 is one of the most important chapters for remnant times. We do well to ponder it. 

    RemIt is every man his neighbour (chapter 3: 10). 

    CACWell, you would like to share your vine and fig tree, would you not? You would not like to have anything you could not share. 

    QuesWould there not be discernment? John says, Ye have the unction from the holy one and ye know all things 

    (1 John 2: 20). 

    CACYes. The other side is light. There is a system of spiritual light, so we need to pray over this chapter (4). There will be such for Israel in a coming day, but it exists today in a much greater form than it will in Israel. To understand it we have to look at the saints according to the working of God. We see it in Christ. 

    QuesWhere do we see it in Christ? 

    CACWe see it whenever we look at Him. We see He is the transfer of all that is in the mind of God. It is all engraved upon Christ. 

    The lamp-stand is all of gold, nothing of the flesh or infirmity is brought into it  that is all shed. For us it is a real difficulty because we see the flesh coming out in saints, also human infirmity that is trying. Now we have to get rid of any thought of both if we are to consider the system of light. We want to see saints as new creation, as born of God as John does, and we get some idea of the golden lamp-stand. 

    RemIt says in verse 1, As a man that is wakened out of his sleep. 

    CACMost Christians are fast asleep as to this, numbers have never seen it. 

    RemWake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee (Ephesians 5: 14). 

    CACWe are entitled to view the saints as new creation. 2 Corinthians 5: 17 is put in contrast with knowing people after the flesh. How do we know the saints? We are not with God, but at a distance, if we only know them after the flesh. 

    QuesWhy does Zechariah ask this question? 

    CACYoung men are always full of questions if they are healthy. That is why they are helpful in the readings. Do we want to know these things, are they interesting to us? 

    QuesIs the candlestick in the tabernacle Christ? 

    CACThe candlestick in the tabernacle is Christ; all the figures in connection with it would suggest it being Christ. Here it is the saints  the vessel of light. What they are after the flesh  that is all passing, it is only for five minutes! 

    RemBalaams prophecy would come in here. 

    CACWe must first view ourselves in this light. Can I really shed off in my mind all my flesh and my human infirmity? If I cannot I am in a poor way. 

    You learn it first in yourself and then clothe the saints with it (that is how God views them). The apprehension of it gives us power to walk in the Spirit. Then we would seek to bring the saints into the light of it. It is not what is abstract here, but what is responsibility. The golden bowl suggests being filled with the Spirit, it is a containing vessel. We ought to think a good deal about that. If I thought of myself as part of it, it would have a very sanctifying effect upon me. 

    In the Old Testament the Spirit comes upon a man and so today may result in a marvellous preaching, but here it is a containing vessel. It is given to us, that we might enter into this, as though God says, I want you to be near to Me in the thoughts of yourself and of your brethren. It is not doing wonderful things, it is a containing vessel. It is not something once a year, but continual. 
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    ZECHARIAH 3 (JND 38)

    Zechariah 3

     1 - 7. Note the word omed (standing) and om-dim (those standing); all through this it is a leading word. 

     8. Probably as observed men, to be observed as types or signs, as 1 Corinthians 10:6. 
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    CHRIST AS DEFENDER OF HIS PEOPLE (JT 5)

    Zechariah 3:1,2; 2 Timothy 4:16 - 18; Luke 7:36 - 47; Luke 10:38 - 42; John 12:1 - 9

    What I have in my mind to speak about is the manner of the Lords protection of His people, a subject that ought to be of real interest to us all, for we are still, as we may say, in the enemys country, and, as there, we are bound to be made to feel his unceasing opposition. At times the Lord may be pleased to give a season of quietude to His people, for if our ways please Him He is able even to make our enemies to be at peace with us. They may not cease to be our enemies, but peace is enforced on them. The enmity may remain, alas! whilst open opposition ceases. That often occurs in the history of Gods people, and we are all entitled to look for it. It is one great incentive for walking in ways that please God. He makes our enemies to be at peace with us, but then, as I said their enmity may remain, though only to express itself as the Lord permits it. 

    I have read this chapter in the Old Testament in order to call attention to the continuous presence here of the adversary. The word in the passage in Zechariah 3 rendered Satan is adversary. When Joshua appeared before the angel of the Lord the adversary was there. The angel of the Lord was there, and Joshua was before him. I only allude to it briefly. As Joshua appears before the angel the adversary appears there to resist him. And then the Lord says unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. Now there, is the great centre of all prophetic testimony. The situation is in that verse condensed. Jerusalem, Joshua the high priest, 

    Satan. The great subjects of prophetic testimony are brought together there. I am not going to engage you with prophecy exactly, although I do not hesitate to take up prophecy, for it is said to be the testimony of Jesus. Who among us who love Jesus can fail to appreciate, and indeed desire, to understand that which is His testimony? 

    Now Jerusalem, in the Old Testament, stands for the testimony, and if you are acquainted with the book of Zechariah, you will remember that in chapter 2 the angel is directed to run, speak to this young man saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls. (Zechariah 2:4) Zechariah was the young man, one who had a heart for the testimony. If you have a heart for the testimony you will be instructed in regard to it. Take Daniel, for instance, a young man, he had a heart for the testimony. Think of him there in the kingdom of the Medes, president among the princes of the realm, responsible for the huge business of the kingdom, think of him finding leisure three times a day to open his windows towards Jerusalem, for prayer. Jerusalem was everything to his heart, and he opened his windows three times a day, and that was in the teeth of the opposition of the princes. What a word for every young man here! And then we have Daniels prayer, a prayer that we should all study, and in answer to it he receives light; an angel is directed to enlighten him in regard to his people and his holy city; chapter 9. He is to be made to understand how many weeks are determined for the bringing in of everlasting righteousness and for the anointing of the holy of holies. Daniel is also made acquainted with the character of the opposition. In chapter 7 the history of the Gentile monarchies is outlined to him, ending with the great western power with which we have all had to do. In a certain sense we come under it. We have all had to do with the western power, and it was that great western power that had to do with the Lord Jesus. It was that power that cut-off Messiah. I only refer to it in the briefest way so that you may understand the nature of the opposition of the adversary. The history of the monarchies is pursued till the fourth power is seen acting against Christ. Then in chapter 8 you have the history of the same monarchies only in their eastern bearing, and their history is pursued till in the end a man of fierce countenance arises and he attacks Christ, the Prince of princes. In other words, the world-power in its eastern and western branches is seen at the end energised by satanic power against Jerusalem and against Christ. That is what is coming in. When God will revert to Jerusalem, as He will when the assembly is removed, for He has never given it up, He will be as a wall of fire round about it, as we learn from this prophet; and He will bring in man and clothe him in Jerusalem. So that you have the city defended, and man in it clothed. That is the purpose of God in regard to Jerusalem. The energy of the Gentile world will be directed against it, but only to meet with the great Defender of Jerusalem, The Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. I cannot go into the detail of the results to these Gentile powers, but that will be the great end. The prophetic scriptures are full of it, full of what God will do for Jerusalem, and how He will establish in Jerusalem that which is according to Christ, as represented here by Joshua. 

    Now I wish to turn to what I had specially in view, and that is, to show you how God, for the moment, has turned aside from the literal Jerusalem, and has placed His testimony among the Gentiles. He has turned from the earthly Jerusalem and He has set up His testimony in another way among the Gentiles. I hope to come to details presently, but I wish to show you how that for which Jerusalem stood is now connected with the assembly, and that directly the true bearing and character of the assembly comes to light the world-power attacks it. I have, therefore, referred to the apostle Paul, because he was the great vessel in whom that testimony came to light. You will remember that in Acts 26, in the detail of his conversion, it is said that a light above the brightness of the sun shone from heaven round about him. There had been light set at Jerusalem, but it is a wonderful thing to be illuminated from heaven. Now we may say that heavenly light shines about us; the light shone all about Paul; and when Christ was born the glory of the Lord shone round about the shepherds. 

    Now, it is one thing to have the light about you and it is quite another thing to have it in you. In Pauls case the light entered into him. The light of Christianity, we may say, is all round about us. It is a wonderful thing that God has been pleased to shed light from heaven, and it is all around us. But it is one thing that it should be all around us, and another thing that, as I said, it should be in us. Gods thought is that it should be in us. It entered into Paul, so that Paul became a luminous body; that is to say, he became a reflection of the testimony. He says, not as Moses, who put a veil over his face. If there was a veil, it was not over Pauls face. If there is a veil anywhere it is on mens hearts; that is where the veil is. The god of this world has placed it there, he has placed the veil on mens hearts so that the light of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not shine for them. In Paul there was the reflection of the testimony; he was the witness of it, and so he comes in contact with the beast. The four Gentile monarchies are likened to four beasts. 

    Now beasts are made to be taken and destroyed, but God, in wonderful forbearance, bears with these beasts till they commit some overt act against the testimony. In this there is an important principle for us. We are not to interfere with the agents of evil. We know they are there. We know they are ravenous beasts, but we are not to interfere with them. Neither does God interfere with them until they commit some overt act against Him. He allows them, in wondrous patience, to continue their course. The wicked man described by Daniel, who practised and prospered, is allowed to pursue his course until he stands up against the Prince of princes and then he is broken without hand. The fact is, that in the future the whole world-power will combine under one head. The beast, the false prophet and the kings of the earth will all be gathered together against the Lord, but only to meet their final doom. The Lord comes out of heaven with His glorious titles. He has imperial titles. The only one entitled to imperial titles is Christ. He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He will come in imperial and heavenly glory. The beast and the false prophet, the great representatives of worldly power, are taken and cast alive into the lake of fire. Think of the power the Lord has! Consider the power of the angel who sat at the Lords tomb, of whom it is said, his look was as lightning ... and for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men, (Matthew 28:3,4). If all the navies and all the armies of the world were put together, how easily God could smite them with lightning! 

    Now the Lord Jesus Christ controls all that power. The beast and the false prophet will be taken and cast alive into the burning lake. If all the power of the nations were concentrated under one head, what is that in the presence of Christ? The beast and the false prophet are taken alive; Napoleon was taken alive and imprisoned, but he escaped. He broke through the power of Great Britain and escaped, but will the beast and the false prophet ever escape? No, they will be taken, alive and cast into the lake of fire. And then this great adversary, whose titles are given to us in Revelation 20, will be bound; an angel comes down with a chain; what irony is in that figure; and that great adversary, the Devil and Satan, is chained and cast into the bottomless pit to remain there for a thousand years. Such is the power that is in the hand of Christ, the great Defender, of Jerusalem and the great Defender of the assembly. 

    When the beast attacks Paul, he says, The Lord stood with me. (2 Timothy 4:17) There was not another to stand by him; he says, all men forsook me. How searching that is! How we recoil from the mouth of the lion! Paul did not; he says, Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. (2 Timothy 4:17) The lion was not destroyed, nor is he yet destroyed. Indeed, Paul was afterwards, as it were, given to him, and it was Pauls glory to give up his life for Christ, but the Lord did not allow him to be sacrificed to the lion until by him the preaching is fully known. If the preaching is fully known, Paul can depart; he can have the honour of martyrdom. But the power is in the hands of Christ, and the lions mouth must be closed until the preaching is fully known. Thank God, Paul was retained here until then. The Lord was the great Defender of the testimony and the preaching must be fully known and all the Gentiles must hear, and then Paul can depart. 

    All the apostles, I doubt not, suffered martyrdom. That was an honour which they all coveted. Peter said, in writing his second epistle, that he was about to put off his tabernacle, as the Lord had shown him; but this was not until he had finished his testimony. 

    He was not communicating anything new; he wrote to remind the saints of what had been already ministered. He puts off his tabernacle when he has finished his ministry, and not before. And so with Paul; the lions mouth is stopped, so to speak, till the preaching is fully known, till all the Gentiles hear. We are among the Gentiles, and, thank God, we have heard. But the lion is going to open his mouth again. The great western persecuting power is really continued in the ecclesiastical system that has replaced the empire, and it will reappear in an imperial character and it will attack Jerusalem; but only to be broken, never again to be revived. The beast and the false prophet are taken alive and cast into the lake of fire. 

    Well now, I want to come to the three, scriptures in the gospels which I read. I wish to show you how the power of Christ that will be exercised in the defence of Jerusalem, and has been exercised in the defence of the testimony set in the assembly, is now exercised in the defence of the saints individually. I want to show you, if I can, how He defends us in detail. Many of you may think that you have no part in that which is to be defended, and that you understand little or nothing about the testimony. Well, I would say this to you, If you are a believer in Christ, you are a lover of Christ, and if you are a lover of Christ you are sure to come under persecution. Every lover of Jesus suffers. This woman in Luke 7 was a lover of Jesus. I refer to her only in this way. Every lover of Jesus expresses his love in some way. It is futile to talk about loving Christ if you do not express it; I could enlarge upon that, but as you express your love to Jesus, you come under persecution. 

    Now, what I wish to show you is, that Jesus defends you. We all know that British sovereigns assume the title of Defender of the Faith. That is a very great title to assume, and it is questionable if that has ever been true of a wearer of the British crown. The great Defender of the faith is the Lord Jesus Christ. Now this woman had faith, and as having faith, she had affection. She had love for Jesus, and, as having love for Jesus, she expresses it, and thus came under persecution; but the Lord defended her. What a glorious defence it was! How complete! Simon himself is compelled to defend her. In answer to the Lords question as to who would love Him most, he says, I suppose that he to whom he forgave most. (Luke 7:43) That was the woman. How the Lord stops the mouths of our opposers! He only can do it. Leave it to Him. You cannot do it. Had this poor woman been left to defend herself in the presence of Simon the Pharisee she would be under a great disadvantage. She had no title to be in his house, but Jesus had been invited there. Simon could not but recognise the Lord, for he had invited Him, and Jesus seizes the advantage and defends the one who loves Him. He silences her opposer. I suppose there is not one in this room tonight who would not profess to be a lover of Jesus; if you are, He will defend you. 

    Now, suppose you are a listener and learner; that is what Mary was. I trust we are all here as learners. No one, I trust, has come to this meeting out of mere curiosity, but as a learner; the Lord defends the learners. Christians need instruction, and the Lord Himself is the great Instructor of His people. If you sit down, as Mary did, to listen to Jesus, you will be persecuted. It may be by one near to you in the flesh; it may be by a wife or a husband. It may be said to you, Why can you not stay at home, instead of going to the meeting? How often that question is raised. If Jesus is teaching we must be learners from Him, and we must allow nothing to interfere with us in this. Would to God the saints could listen more to the Lord! Mary was listening to Him. We are told that she was listening to his word. We are not told what He was saying, but if you are listening to Him you will find that He is always speaking. Mary was listening to Him and Martha condemned her. Martha was a remarkable woman. She owned the house. It is spoken of as belonging to Martha, and evidently she was a hospitable woman; indeed, she was a true saint of God, but she was a persecutor of Mary. Your Christianity may not save you from being a persecutor. You remember that Ishmael, who, although brother to Isaac, was Isaacs persecutor. Relationship of that kind does not save you from becoming an instrument of evil; though it may be in a very small way. But the Lord defends Mary; and how perfect His defence is! He says to Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: but one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good, part, which shall not be taken away from her. Mary is defended by the Lord. What He said justified Mary. He not only uses His authority to stop the mouth of Martha, but He shows that Mary was right. Mary was going in for what was eternal; Martha was engaged with the temporal. Mary was wise. In fact she was a child of wisdom; she was justifying wisdom, and the Lord justifies her. 

    We find Mary again in the gospel of John, the same Mary, and there she is a worshipper. I believe that Marys act in John 12 may be regarded as worship. The whole atmosphere outside was charged with murder. Mary felt it. She is not now engaged with the death of Lazarus. She sees those holy feet of Jesus, the same that had been anointed by the woman in Luke 7. Their journey on earth is closing. The Lords heel was about to be bruised by the serpent; the serpent dominated the situation for the moment at Jerusalem. Marys heart felt all this and was drawn out to the Lords Person. It is not now listening to what He is saying. She knows Him now. She has listened to Him; she has seen His power and has felt His sympathy. He had walked with her in sympathy to the sepulchre of her brother. She had seen His power in the resurrection of Lazarus, but now He is going to die, and her whole soul is drawn out to Him in worship. 

    I would impress upon you, dear brethren, the importance of meditating on Johns gospel so as to be imbued with a spirit of worship. If there is anything on earth that Satan hates, it is a company of saints worshipping the Father. But what a triumph for the Father to have secured in a world of opposition a company of worshippers! Well, Mary illustrates what God seeks. She is a worshipper and she is attacked, but the Lord defends her. He undertakes for her. He points to Judas. This time Judas is the accuser and opposer; the Lord points out the truth and Satan comes to light; the accuser is a thief. You may depend upon it that whilst opposition may begin in a very simple and small way, and you can hardly understand why it is there, or what induces it, in due time it will become exposed. What is the secret of Judas opposition? He was a thief and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. That was the opposer of the worshipper of Jesus. But the Lord defends her. He says, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always. How we should take advantage of the presence of the Lord! Mary embraced her opportunity. He was about to die; but while He remained present she showed her appreciation of Him. She spent her all upon Him and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. This, as we have seen, draws out deadly opposition, but the Lord defended Mary. 

    Well, dear brethren, that is all I wanted to say. You can easily see what I have had before me, especially in the gospels. We find there the lovers of Jesus and they are defended by Him. There are also the learners of Jesus, and He is their defender; and there are the worshippers of Jesus, and they too are defended by Him. So that in every way we may reckon on the lords protection until the end. 

    May the Lord give us to refuse to defend ourselves, and to nestle under the wing of His protection. 
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    CHRIST AS PRIEST ON HIS THRONE (JT 6)

    Zechariah 3 and 4

    My thought is to seek to show the connection between Jerusalem and the priesthood. Of old you will remember it was indicated in the typical books that the system introduced by Moses was made to depend for its continuance upon the priest; that is to say, the order of God in the created universe is made to depend upon the priest. You will remember the principle enunciated in chapter 1 of the epistle to the Hebrews that God made everything by the Son; everything was called into being and set in its order by the Son. Then following upon that we have the principle that He upholds what He created. Wonderful thought! As we look abroad on the vast expanse of the heavens and take account of the earth and its surrounding planets, let us remember that all that is upheld by the Son, upholding all things by the word of his power. 

    It is a principle you find in Scripture, that what the Lord establishes in the way of authority on the part of God He sustains and perpetuates. Moses on the mount with Jehovah received all instructions as to the tabernacle. Everything had to be made according to his direction. There was no communication to Aaron in regard of the tabernacle, but the upholding of the system was made to depend upon the priest. Therefore what we learn is, that the spiritual order of things which God has in His mind is established in the revelation of God; it is inaugurated by Christ coming out from God. The tabernacle has been pitched. We are told that Christ came by a greater and more perfect tabernacle. 

    Christ has pitched it, but what He has pitched He sustains, so that it is continuous. He sustains it as a priest. 

    Now when you come to Jerusalem you have another line of thought. Jerusalem refers to government. There are many thoughts connected with Jerusalem that one could dwell upon, but the leading thought is that it is the centre of government upon earth. Satan understands that. You often hear predictions in regard of certain happenings in the East, but they must all of necessity be wide of the mark. You shall have no prophetic happenings until God returns to Jerusalem, and whilst the saints are here who will form the heavenly city, you shall have no return to Jerusalem. Satan is not occupied with Jerusalem now; he is occupied with Jerusalem above, the heavenly city, and he would accuse those who form it. The hour is coming when he shall be occupied with Jerusalem on earth; that is, when God returns to it. You will not find Satan making a move until God makes a move; in other words, he always seeks to thwart the divine movements and the divine activities. Well now, what God has in His mind is that Jerusalem is not only to be influenced by a king, it is to be influenced by a priest. 

    In turning to Zechariah one feels particularly encouraged because his ministry had to do with the returned remnant; not with Jerusalem in its pristine days under David and Solomon, but with Jerusalem as rebuilt by the returned captives of Babylon. You will all remember that in association with Haggai, Zechariah stirred up Joshua and Zerubbabel, and the others who laboured at the city and the temple. He was a prophet raised up to stir up the energies of the people, therefore you can rightly draw a parallel with our own times. There was no king raised up after the captivity; kings came in, I admit, but not divinely appointed; but there was a priest. My object in referring to it in this way, is to point out that what we require, beloved brethren, is the priest. I quite admit that we must submit to the authority of the Lord, that is of all moment. I have not a doubt but that this has been raised amongst us and for a purpose. The Lord must rule, His will must prevail, but remember that the Ono whose will prevails and must prevail, is also priest. He sits upon His throne to rule, but if He does so He is a priest there. In other words, He supports us to do His will and to keep His commandments; such is the Lord, such is He with whom we have to do. 

    Now you will see in chapter 3, that the situation there is Jerusalem; there is Joshua, the high priest, he is the great object of attention; there is Satan, there is the Lord, and the angel of the Lord. How many far-reaching thoughts enter into all that. I do not propose to dwell upon the chapter save to point out the exact situation, and I am not speaking of it in the way of prophetic teaching as regards what is future, but as regards what is present. If anything has happened to us spiritually, we have been recovered from Babylon. What are we recovered to? We are recovered to first principles, and the first principle connected with Jerusalem is that it was Gods sovereign choice. He chose mount Zion, which He loved. He desired to dwell there, hence He selected it as a matter of sovereign choice. There is no principle more important to submit to than that. Our blessing is bound up with the recognition of it. Why have I been recovered, enlightened and blessed? It is a question of the sovereign rights of God; He delighted in it, and I submit, and my happiness is bound up in the submission. The next thing is, that that which God has desired and selected is to be the sphere and centre of rule and light on the earth, and Jerusalem was that; indeed it is intimately bound up with David. You will all remember that David took the head of Goliath to Jerusalem. It was the token of his triumph, when he led captivity captive. God has taken us up sovereignly, He has placed His light amongst us, and He has placed in the assembly a testimony to the exceeding greatness of His power, that is in the resurrection of Christ. That is what Jerusalem stands for; and Joshua is there. One might dwell with the greatest delight on the subject of Joshua; passing over certain features which have reference to him as a sinner, and speak of him as a type of Christ. 

    Now Satan is against Jerusalem and the priesthood. 

    That is the situation, and what we find is this, that the Lord is against Satan, and, Satan is outmatched: I want you to take that in. You remember Joshua at Jericho; he assumed that he had to overthrow and dislodge the Canaanitish nations, but there was a Man with a drawn sword in his hand standing before him, and Joshua said to him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? The man with a drawn sword answered, Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now come. He was against the Canaanitish nations, and they were outmatched, and it was for Joshua to recognise that, and he did. It was, as it were, the Lord saying to him, It is a question of you being with me, for I am against them. So here, the Lord is against Satan, and he is therefore outmatched. The battle is won at the outset; if the Lord is against the adversary it is victory, it cannot be otherwise. The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. What rest of heart that would impart to Joshua, and what rest of heart it should impart to us! The conflict is the Lords; His testimony was bound up with Jerusalem, and He is bound to defend it. Satan is silenced. Then we get the clothing of the high priest. He is mitred and robed. Satan has no more to say, for the Lord has rebuked him, and that is what we should look for. Opposition there will be, but let us remember that the Lord rebukes the adversary, and if the adversary is silent, we shall have the priest. Joshua is now set up in dignity in Jerusalem. Now what an influence you have! God intends it to extend from Jerusalem. He intends that there should be light and rule amongst His people, and so the centre whence it issues is under the direct influence of the Priest. 

    Now I turn to Zechariah 6. You will see there that there are two distinct classes of agencies used in the government of God; there are four chariots issuing from between two mountains of brass and drawn by certain coloured horses. It is well to remember how extensive Gods rule is and how varied the instruments of it are. There are two mountains of brass. I do not suppose that there is a right minded Christian here, or anywhere, who is not affected by the conditions which prevail in the world. We cannot be with God without feeling them. We, forget too much the divine sensibilities as to what prevails in the world; the world is lawless in every possible way. Well now, in this chapter, we have what may be called the indirect instruments of His government and the direct instruments of His government. We should pray for both. One knows it in ones self and one notices it in others, how little we enter into the divine mind as to the conditions in the world, and yet we are enjoined to pray for the powers that be. They are the indirect instruments of the divine government upon earth, and we should be thankful for them. 

    We read that the chariots issue forth from between two mountains of brass, and I have not a doubt that they allude to the four great empires that God was pleased to use for maintaining the order of the world; but what I would point out is this, that whilst they mitigate to a certain degree the lawlessness in the world, yet their energy is that of horses. If they were simply beasts, they would not be under divine control. In themselves that is what the empires were, wild beasts, utterly conscienceless but a horse is within control. In His indirect govern went God saw to it that these powers were under control and useful, but they are not Gods people Gods people are not horses, they are all priests, and priests are not held in by bit and bridle, they are governed through the mind and heart. The Lord set forth the idea here upon earth and taught it to His disciples. Priests are controlled through their affections, and their influence is through the affections. Horses are not regarded as having affection or sensibilities at all that are in accord with God; they are controlled by external influence. In the Psalms we are exhorted not to be like them; alas we are often like them. If our wills are at work, we become as horses, having to be held in by the bit and bridle. The Psalmist, having been in the sanctuary, says, I was as a beast before thee. 

    In these four chariots and horses we have what we may call the providential instruments of Gods government, and alongside these we have the priest, and that is what I desire, dear brethren, might be clearly before our minds. There are crowns made of gold and of silver, and the crowns were placed upon Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high priest; that was for a testimony. God was calling attention to the great contrast between the empires that He used in His government upon the earth, and His precious Son as King and Priest, for Joshua was a type of Christ. That is the testimony of the book of Zechariah. Luke specially presents to us that blessed Man; he traces His history back to Adam, but the truth that He is a divine Person is ever asserted. As born unto this world it is said that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. His uniqueness is carefully guarded at the outset, but He is a Man, hence He is taken from among men to be a Priest. 

    Now what is said of Him here in Zechariah 6 is, he shall grow up out of his place. That could not be said of any of the great emperors of the world, for they sought their own glory and their own fame; they disregarded God. But look at Christ! He grew up out of His place; there was no effort to alter His circumstances, He was perfect as a Boy, and perfect as a Man in every respect; He was subject to the divine will. Not only did He abide in righteousness, He loved it, and He is the One who is to rule. In fact, one might say He is the divine Emperor. I think you will understand me. You will remember in Revelation 12 it is said, that the Man-child was caught up to God and to Gods throne, and that He was to rule the nations; that is imperialism. The nations are to be ruled by a Man who loved righteousness and hated lawlessness, and in Revelation 19 He comes out of heaven as the Emperor, King of kings and Lord of lords. That indicates the mind of God as to the government of the earth, that the nations are to come under His righteous, holy sway. 

    The scripture goes on to say, he shall grow up out of his place, and shall build the temple of the Lord: even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne; and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. That is Christ. What a contrast you have there to the great rulers of the world! There was the entire absence of the divine glory in their rule, but in Christ you have it; He bears the glory. I want to point out that He shall be a Priest upon His throne; and that the counsel of peace shall be between them both. That is to say, rule and priesthood are united in the counsel of peace, and that is what we need, dear brethren, the counsel of peace. There is no surrender of principle; we never should admit the principle of agreement to differ, which is contrary to the divine mind. The counsel of peace shall be between them both. There is a righteous ruler, One who grew up out of His place without any will of His own, He was a Branch, He was dependent. He reached the throne, and He rules there, and He bears the glory, and He is there a Priest. There is a righteous rule combined with the sympathy of a Priest, and hence you have the counsel of peace. That is what the Lords people require. 

    Now that is what the Lord Jesus brings in; we recognise His rule and His priesthood, and, as a consequence, we have a counsel of peace. He is there on His throne, and all the weight of the divine glory is supported by Him. He thinks of us, and hence the counsel of peace is there. It is not agreement to differ, it is a counsel of peace based upon a righteous, discriminating rule. The sympathies of the Priest are allied to a righteous rule, and that counsel shall stand. There are counsels that do not stand, but that counsel shall stand; that is the counsel of peace. May the Lord grant it to us! 
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    THE PURPOSE OF GOD IN A DAY OF SMALL THINGS (JT 10)

    Zechariah 3

    JTThere is presented to us here the man who is to occupy the sphere of Gods purpose. The fact that it is Joshua that is brought forward would suggest that. It is man in the capacity of priest. He showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord. 

    AFMWould Zerubbabel stand for a different idea from Joshua? 

    JTI think he stands for Christ more, as from Gods side. 

    JBZerubbabel was on the kingly line. 

    JTYes. Priesthood seems to express the relation in which man is to be with God; the mediatorial system depends on priesthood. What we speak of as the eternal state of things is not so much in view in priesthood as that in which God would show how He can bring about recovery; and have man before Him according to His own nature, in His holy city and in His holy land. If the city is holy, and the land is holy, the man must be holy. 

    FLIn these first four chapters we get Gods resource and the instruments in which it is expressed; Zechariah the prophet; Joshua, the high priest; and Zerubbabel the ruler. 

    JTThe prophet, priest, and king, we may say. 

    FLYes, and it is wholly adequate to effectuate recovery, to carry things on and maintain them according to purpose. 

    AFMWould Joshua here in the filthy garments represent the peoples state? 

    JTYes. If his garments were filthy all the others whom he represented would be. The chapter, I suppose, would show how God brings in an order of man that is to occupy the scene in suitability to Himself Like people, like priest. The priest is representative of the people. 

    JTI have no doubt that applies here. Joshua is a representative man certainly. The passage shows how one is cleansed and set up in dignity before God in priestly garments, through redemption. 

    AFMHow do you view the garments? 

    JTI think they would refer to the mans state before God. 

    AFMIn Isaiah we have filthy rags; that refers to mans righteousness. 

    JTAll our righteousnesses; here we have official garments. I suppose the chapter comes in to show that man in his old state and circumstances, even a priesthood that God had owned, will not do for the order of things involved in the purpose of God. The filthy garments of Joshua are to be replaced by festival-robes. Satans attitude here reminds us of Eden: there he would rob God of man in innocency; here he would prevent God from cleansing man, and setting him up before Him in righteousness. 

    FLIt is evident that to Satan this was a critical time; that which was connected with the testimony was weak, and he would prevent recovery. 

    JTIt is in that connection we see how Satan discerns what God is doing, however insignificant it may be outwardly. He knew well what God was doing. If there, is only one righteous man, such as Job, on earth Satan considers him. He had not escaped his notice. I suppose it has a present application, that however small things may be in our account, Satan knows the value of them morally. He knows about them; he is doing all he can to offset the little spark and put it out. But then the Lord said to him, The Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. That is; God has His purpose. It is an immense thing to see that, what God is doing, however small outwardly, is connected with His purpose. This makes things large in our eyes, and we can count on God to defend what He is doing, and confound Satan. 

    EHTAt times Satan personally comes in and nothing but the rebuke of God can overthrow him. 

    JTHe is not here using a mediary, he comes himself. He comes to our meetings, and he watches over you lest your soul should progress. He is especially interested in those in whom the Spirit of God is, so as to resist the work of God in them. Hence the word, the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. We cannot rebuke Satan in that way. It belongs to God to do it. Even Michael did not do it, he said, The Lord rebuke thee, Jude 9. 

    JBThe object of Satan was the ruin of Joshua before God. 

    JTAt any rate, that the work in Joshua should not proceed. He was as a brand plucked out of the fire. But there is much more to be done in us than to pluck us out of the fire. We are to be set up in dignity before God and Satan hates the idea of man set up before God, as he hated Adam and Eve in the garden. 

    FLThe thing of importance for us is to discern what God has chosen; if you go on with that you are secure. In the second chapter there is the precious light that God had chosen Jerusalem, that He would dwell in the midst of Zion. Now, if they would be right with Jerusalem and Zion there can be no question God will take care of what He has chosen. So that, while Joshua is at a low estate, representing what the people were in that way, yet he was connected with Jerusalem, and God would have him there according to Himself. The great thing is not so much the question of our individuality as that we are connected with what the Spirit of God is going on with and supporting, what God has chosen. 

    JTQuite. So our exercise is not only to have good meetings; we are labouring in the light of the purpose of God and the other is incidental. The point in whether we are being formed according to Gods purpose. The subject of clothing is of great importance, because clothing is what characterises us. It refers to what God is doing by the Spirit, preparation in us to occupy the ground of His purpose. When you are fitted for it and in heaven, Satan can do nothing then, but what he will do is to prevent the work of God now. 

    GWHWould this be Colossians You have the idea of clothing in Romans and in Colossians, and you have it in Ephesians; in each there is the idea of putting on and putting off. In Romans, put on the Lord Jesus Christ. In Colossians and Ephesians the putting off of the old man and the putting on of the new. 

    GWHI was thinking of, I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, Colossians 2: 12. 

    JTThe apostle was concerned about them, that they might be led into the mystery, and Satan was against that, hence the conflict. Romans 16: 20 shows that Satan was active at Rome also. The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. As yet he had not apparently been bruised under their feet. Evidently they had not reached in their souls the full result of Christs victory. They were to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Now that is the point. It is more profession. That is the idea you have in your mind, and that is the ground you take publicly. Romans does not go as far as putting on the new man, but in Colossians you have, having put off the old man with his deeds, 

    and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to the image of him that has created him. (Colossians 3: 10) And then you have a detailed description of the new man, which I think suggests the idea of clothes to be put on. 

    JBThe character of the new man being set forth in the clothes? 

    JTYes. In Ephesians the old man is said to be corrupt; he is formally described as corrupt; And then, having put on the new man, which he refers to as the truth as it is in Jesus; if ye have heard him and been instructed in him, according as the truth is in Jesus; namely, your having put off ... ... . the old man ... ... and your having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness. It seems as if there you get the full conception of clothes; truth, righteousness, and holiness would qualify us for the new place, because it is holy. 

    FLThat really connects with new creation If any one be in Christ, there is a new creation. (2 Corinthians 5: 17) 

    WCRThere is a side of responsibility in connection with the work of God in us that I wish to inquire about Philippians 2: 13, says: Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you both the willing and the working according to his good pleasure. That seems to suggest responsibility as to salvation on our part. 

    JTThat was in the absence of Paul, or in the absence of anyone who might have been a special help, you work it out yourself. I think it is collective. The Philippians were to work out their salvation in the absence of Paul, but then they are encouraged in the thought that God worked in them for the willing and doing of His good pleasure. That, I am sure, we are entitled to count upon, in that those who might help us are no longer with us. It brings in the thought of responsibility with each of us. Our collective salvation depends, in that way, on ourselves, but then God works in us. He works in us for the willing and doing of His good pleasure. 

    FLIt is really the subjective answer to what you have just been quoting in Ephesians, to what is created in righteousness and holiness of truth. The saints thus formed can work out their own salvation, through God working in them. 

    AFMIs that especially in view of the testimony? You are speaking of it as a collective thing, as if they were to navigate the vessel themselves. 

    JTQuite. What had been set up among them should be continued in a living way. Paul had laboured in a peculiar way in Philippi, and with excellent results and these results were to continue. Compare Acts 16. He had lived in their houses, and he would have communicated the mind of God to them as to the assembly, and it was for them to work out their own salvation in regard of all that. It is not simply that I am an isolated individual and do the best I can. No one who has love in his heart can be individual entirely; he includes all those he loves and desires to carry them with him. It was said to Paul in the ship-wreck, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee, Acts 27: 24. Evidently Paul wished it. The more you love the saints the more you pray for them, and the more you pray for them, the more you may count on God carrying them through. 

    WCRWould working out your salvation with fear and trembling suggest that you are watchful lest anything hinder the work of God in you? 

    JTYes. Fear and trembling is that you fear God in view of the capabilities of the flesh. You fear Satan working through the flesh. 

    JHThe flesh is accountable for the filthy garments, and these have to be taken away. 

    JTYes. Then it says; Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? That was Joshua. And then; And Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the Angel. And he spoke and said unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from off him. Apparently that was done by others, by those who stood before him. Here it is not presented from the side of individual exercise, but rather from the side of what God does and what others do. It is from the divine side; it shows how God carries out His thoughts, notwithstanding Satans opposition. 

    WCRIn the history of our souls, would this be the initial thing? 

    JTThe result shown here typically may take a good while to reach with us; with some a longer time is needed than others, on account of spiritual slothfulness. Paul said, What shall I do, Lord? Acts 22: 10. A good deal had to be done in a negative way, as well as in a positive way, and I suppose Ananias would correspond with those who stood before the Lord here. So the Lord says to Saul, Go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do. He comes to Damascus and Ananias tells him what to do. Arise, and be baptised, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name, of the Lord. I think this is on that line. 

    EHTBut does it not go a little further? Is it not preparatory to setting one in the purpose of God? 

    JTCertainly, but we have not gone that far. We are speaking here of taking off the filthy garments. He spoke and said unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from off him. And then it says; Unto him he said, See, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I clothe thee with festival-robes. God does that. 

    FLIf we take account in the abstract of the priestly company as it is brought before God, when it is first brought into view in an individual; he is undone, he is clothed with filthy rags, and there comes in the work of those who are used of God to relieve us. That is, it comes in through the gospel and other ways. But from the outset God sees us as in His purpose, what we are to be as clothed in festival garments. 

    GWHWould it be like Luke 15? 

    FLI suppose the element of Luke 15 would be in it. The parable in Matthew 22 suggests the idea; that is, the wedding garment is put on. 

    GWHThe prodigals father said unto his servants. Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him. 

    JTMatthew is the wedding garment but Luke 15 the best one; the latter is intended to convey the superior thing involved in Christianity. 

    AFMDoes the fair mitre crown all this? 

    JTI suppose it suggests his dignity before God. 

    JBWho is the I in the fifth verse? 

    FLDoes it suggest that the prophet now recognises the divine work in connection with the person, and he calls for the priestly dignity to be put upon his head? 

    JBIs the thought of holiness unto the Lord in the mitre? 

    JTI suppose it speaks of the dignity. The head is usually a member that is taken up to describe the dignity; oil is put upon the head. 

    FLIt seems very suggestive that Zechariah should be the one to say it. He seems to claim him in that way, as though the prophet would say, He is a companion in the testimony and, May God crown him with all dignity and holiness. 

    JTSo it says; And they set the pure turban upon his head, and clothed him with garments; and the Angel of Jehovah stood by. This thought of standing by is remarkable in verses 5 - 7. There are those who are in intelligent sympathy with what is going on and are ready to be employed in the carrying out of the will of God. 

    AFMWhat does the crown or mitre stand for in Christianity? 

    JTI think, as I remarked, it is dignity. One is dignified; one is lifted out of the littleness of the flesh, because all that is in the flesh is extremely little and adverse to the dignity in the things of God. I am referring to priestly head-dress in general; the mitre here, as in Exodus 28, would be peculiar to the high priest. The sons of Aaron had bonnets. The spiritual greatness suggested in these things should lift us out of the littleness of the flesh; its greatest things are very little. 

    FLThere is hardly a more wonderful word in all Scripture, as regards our blessing, than, he is not ashamed to call them brethren. (Hebrews 2: 11) That is, He, in all the prominence of His place in glory, is not ashamed to acknowledge the saints as His brethren. That is the idea in dignity; it is conferred dignity. 

    JTAs we had it yesterday, The glory which thou hast given me I have given them. (John 17: 22) 

    GWHBut the service in Ephesians 4 fits you to correspond with this; till we all come in the unity of the faith ... ... unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. Our exercise should be that there should be a correspondence in us, in intelligence, with this dignity. 

    JTYes, quite. The spirit of the speaker here in Zechariah 3: 5, would show a lovely disposition to see another honoured. 

    FLI was thinking of the unjealous spirit that welcomes him. 

    JBDoes not the prophet recognise the full situation before him, and sees the garments to be taken away and the new garments given, and now he says, Set a fair mitre upon his head. That would complete it all. 

    JTSo there is the absence of jealousy in all this. Satan is marked by jealousy. He was jealous in Eden and is jealous here. He hates to see man set up by God. He is governed by jealousy against God. He cannot bear to see the man according to God and will do all in his power to prevent any and each of us from becoming that, a man according to God. So the beautiful spirit in this speaker is the opposite of that, and it surely should find an answer among us, that we rejoice with those that do rejoice. You rejoice in the honour God may put upon a brother. It does not detract from you. It rather adds to you. If we see each other according to the assembly, anything that is conferred upon another will not detract from you at all. 

    WCRHonour to whom honour (Romans 13: 7); that is the principle. 

    JTQuite, and you rejoice with those who rejoice. You are not jealous. I think it is very beautiful in the angels, how they gloried in the birth of Christ. God had come down, He had passed them by and became Man. He dignified man infinitely by becoming a Man, and yet the angels are there celebrating it, and a multitude of them, as if they were all represented. 

    AFMWould not this expression, And I said, mark the prophetic spirit always, whether in the Old or New Testament, perfect sympathy with what God is doing and aiding it, and if possible seeking to help it forward? 

    JTIt is like the spirit of prophecy. It is the testimony of Jesus, of that kind of Man. 

    FLI was thinking of that in connection with the Revelation. John was the vessel of testimony in the way Zechariah was here. John looks upon the saints and says; I John, who also am your brother and companion (Revelation 1: 9); that is, in the testimony he embraces them unjealously, as a brother and companion; and here Zechariah recognised the divine work, it seems to me. He welcomes him as his companion in the testimony. I said, let them set a fair mitre upon his head. 

    WCRYou get the unjealous spirit in Moses, when he was told certain ones prophesied in the camp and he expressed a desire that they would all prophesy. 

    JTThat is just it. The testimony filled his heart. You do not know when you will be taken away. The Lord might take you at any moment and you would rejoice to know, that there are others who can go on. You know the testimony has to go on. We have had Joshuas rags; now a changed Joshua, dignified Joshua. It only adds to us all. I think it is beautiful in the Canticles to see at the end the principle of this, and how the speaker pleads for the little sister. At the end the enmity between Ephraim and Judah will have gone, so she says, What shall we do for our sister? (Song of Songs 8: 8), And then goes on to say what they were prepared to do for her. As a wall they would build a palace of silver upon her, and as a door would enclose her with boards of cedar. 

    JHWe sometimes pray that men might be raised up to help the people of God. Is this the answer? 

    JTZechariah and Haggai must have had remarkable exercises together as to the things that had crept in amongst the people of God. The work had stopped, the people were going to their own affairs, living in their own things, and the house of the Lord was lying desolate; Ezra 4:24. So doubtless the prophets had their own exercises, and this would be the answer to them. 

    AFMThe prophets were helping. 

    WCRAll had been seeking their own, not the things of God. 

    JTQuite so. In Joshua thus clothed what a vessel there was for the work! 

    JBHe is clothed first, all this honour and dignity put upon him, and then given the charge. 

    AFMWould you mind helping us a little in regard to these angels? There are two in the previous chapter and one here. He seems to be identified with Jehovah. Is that so? 

    JTThe high priest is said first of all to be standing before the Angel of Jehovah, and then it says again, in the third verse, that he stood before the Angel; and then again in the fifth verse the Angel of Jehovah stood by; and in the sixth verse the Angel of Jehovah protested unto Joshua. Generally he seems to be the representative of Jehovah. In the seventh verse the Angel insists on the obligation. If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. That is, he now would have that place. He would be among those that stand by. 

    AFMIs that some special place? 

    JTYes. Apparently, those who stand by would have God in their interests and affections. Any saint can be that, even if he has not a gift; but it would suggest one wholly in sympathy with God. 

    AFMThe seventh verse suggests several things. There are, my ways, my charge, my house, my courts. 

    JTThis word of the Angel in verse seven shows how great the things are that we are called to. We are apt to think that they are very trivial, and that coming to a meeting, for instance, is a matter of very minor importance. Doubtless that was the spirit that marked these Israelites as the work lapsed; they were indifferent. People would remain at home rather than be concerned about the house of God, but then God would point out the dignity connected with His things. They are not small things. 

    JBThey have reference to His purpose in Christ. 

    JTYes, and He is honouring you and He is honouring me, and us all, by connecting us with them, and this is what the Angel said to Joshua: If thou wilt walk in my ways (that is, Gods ways) and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. God, however, reserves His own sovereignty and rights: I will give thee. We must not belittle these things. 

    AFMWould this correspond with the first epistle to Timothy? 

    JTA good deal. There is an opportunity offered here to flourish in the courts of our God, Psalm 92: 13. Timothy is like one spoken of in the Psalms. 

    AFMI will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. He would be recognised and honoured as such. 

    JTA place to walk among these that stand by. What company that is! You are no longer isolated. An isolated Christian has a great disadvantage. I mean, one who is isolated by reason of circumstances, he has access to God, but he cannot have this verse strictly. He cannot have a place to walk in amongst these that stand by. It is very lovely to be walking amongst those that stand by in regard of what God is doing. 

    WCRIt is fellowship and all connected with it. 

    JTYes. The newspapers are full of what is going on in the world and everybody is standing by to see what is happening. Everybody on earth I suppose is interested in what is going on now in outward things, but the thing to get hold of is that God is doing something and that is seen by faith. Gods dispensation is in faith. God is carrying on a great work and there are those that are standing by and watching. Joshua gets a place to walk among them. 

    AFMThe word in the New Translation is, I will give thee a place to walk [or give thee goings] among these that stand by. 

    WCRDoes that suggest a special place in the house of God for those qualified for it? 

    JTI think so. It suggests not only that we serve God there, but that we have companionship. The Lord spoke about going to the house of God in company, to take sweet counsel together with certain ones; Psalm 55:14. 

    GWHIn the next verse it speaks of his fellows, that sit before him. 

    JTThou and thy fellows. Joshua was formally taken account of as a high priest, clothed with a mitre. His fellows are men of portent, men to be wondered at; that is, they are signs. The application now is that anyone corresponding with this is a sign from God. 

    AFMLiving signs. 

    JTMen like these associates of Joshua, are a testimony on the part of God. 

    JSSisters too may be that by their walk. 

    JTLike Anna. She stood by the house of God; that was her one object. The gospel of John is built up on signs, we may say. See John 20: 30, 31. Now it goes on here, Behold, I will bring forth my servant, The BRANCH That is Christ. He is to be brought out. 

    AFMSo we have brought out here how we become proficient for the testimony, to answer in this thought of The Branch. 

    JTYou become a sign as to what God is going to bring out, you point to Him in your ways. 

    JCYou are morally like Christ, by the Spirit. 

    JTQuite, that is a sign. 

    WCRWould the Branch suggest what is seen in those that are to be wondered at? 

    JTI think they point to Him. For behold, I will bring forth my servant, The BRANCH. You connect the idea with the signs. 

    FLIt is directly connected in Isaiah 8: 18. Behold, I, and the children whom the Lord hath given me, are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. So the Lord, when He comes and takes up the apostles, He with them become the portents, signs and wonders. 

    EHTCould there be anything greater in the present day than to be in any measure a sign to point to Him that God is going to bring out? 

    JTThat is the point. People do not take account of it. Nevertheless God could say that sign was there to point to Christ. 

    WCRSo that wherever God sets up anything in a locality that is a sign there. It may be weak and feeble, but God has intended that to be a sign in that locality. 

    JTThat is the thought. It is a sign pointing to The Branch; to the One who comes out in dependence on God, as the Lord was here. He came in His Fathers name and turned to His Father in everything. The Antichrist comes in his own name. So the sign now is to the coming in of Christ, The Branch. There are not wanting today, alas! signs of Antichrists coming. 

    AFMWould this be in the character of a shoot? It is not a tree. 

    JTI think it means dependence, a branch is dependent on something else. 

    JBSo we are branches as depending on Him, as He would be a Branch depending on the Father. 

    JTHe depended on God. He took that place as Man, and I suppose, as in the mediatorial system which this suggests, He is on the ground of dependence on God. 

    JBMy servant. 

    JTYes. 

    EHTWould it be right to say in the present day when everything is pointing to the man Satan is going to bring out, the Spirit of God is active to point out the Man that God is going to bring out? 

    JTYes, that is the point. Then he goes on from the figure of a Branch to a stone. The stone that I have laid before Joshua. The stone has seven eyes. The iniquity now is not only taken away from Joshua, but taken away from the land. I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 

    AFMWhat is the idea of this stone? 

    FLThe thought is not exactly the foundation stone which, we may say, is covered, but rather a corner stone upon which there is writing. He is prominent in the building. They had stopped work on the building, now they come back to the foundation, and the stone is put on that, and there is the writing upon it, which identifies the mind of God with that Man who is brought into view. 

    JTWho has seven eyes; power, as you might say, of infinite perception. 

    FLYes, we read the mind of God and all His thoughts of grace in connection with that Man who is established. 

    AFMSo the stone, in that sense, is the earnest of the whole structure. 

    FLThe stone, if we take the illustration from a human building, is often descriptive of the mind and intent of the builder, rather a glorification of the builders. He puts upon that stone what is to be a memorial and a glorification of his purpose. Now I rather thought the writing was to express the mind of God in connection with that Man who is set forth in the stone. The stone which the builders rejected, (1 Peter 2: 7) 

    becomes the head of the corner. It is not exactly foundation. 

    JBThe chief comer stone. 

    EHTWould there be any significance in bringing in the Man that God is pointing out, who is going to fill the whole universe? 

    JTHere the point is that it is laid before Joshua. Joshua being the great feature of the chapter. First you have the writing, engraving, and then perception. Although wanting perhaps in many things the world regards as wisdom, and instruction, and education, the seven eyes would indicate the power of perception. We judge all things. He that is spiritual Paul says, judgeth all things. The seventh verse of chapter 4 reads: Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou dost become a plain; and he shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! 

    FLThere is another thought, that as this stone was before the high priest, the great mountain of Babylon was to be overthrown, and another stone should come forth. Zerubbabel shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! It is the stone that is to take the place of the ruling power upon earth, but established as the throne of grace, I rather thought. 

    JTYes, and then in connection with that you get a little further on the word of Jehovah, in the eighth verse of the fourth chapter; And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; and his hands shall finish it; and thou shalt know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small things? Yea, they shall rejoice, even those seven, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel; these are the eyes of Jehovah, which run to and fro in the whole earth. 

    FLSo that the laying of the foundation is now connected with the headstone. It is complete, and the stone brought into view overthrows the mighty mountain really, and what is substituted is the power of grace and that mind of God which does not despise the day of small things. How much we have to value that. 

    JTYes indeed. The eyes in the stone before Joshua would, I suppose, refer to priestly discernment. That is, the Holy Spirit in the saints, then the eyes of the Lord Himself running to and fro, so that things are kept under the eye of God and under the eye of the saints, and there is a judgment about things according to God. 

    FLI suppose in the tenth verse we get a result that flows out from the bringing into view of The Branch and the stone. 

    JTIn that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, shall ye invite every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig-tree. That would be the land. 

    AFMThere could not be that restfulness and peace suggested in the vine and fig-tree apart from lawlessness being removed. 

    JTSo that the divine thought is to return to original simplicity, as in Eden. The idea of cities, long distances and commerce is out of sight. A man sitting under the vine invites his neighbour there. 

    JBThe fulfilment of the law is no doubt involved in that way: Love thy neighbour as thyself. (Leviticus 19: 18) 

    EHTWhat did you mean as to verse 10? 

    FLWe get the millennium in that verse: a man invites his neighbour under his vine and under his fig-tree.. 

    JTAn Israelite indeed (John 1: 47) under the fig-tree. 

    FLYes, in whom is no guile; all shall be, in measure, like Christ then, in whose mouth there was no guile. 
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    DIVINE SUPPORT (JT 32)

    Zechariah 3:5 - 7, Luke 2:8 - 11, Acts 27:21 - 24, 2 Timothy 4:16,17

    In reading these scriptures I am thinking of the manner of divine support, especially in circumstances such as those in which we are, or are likely to be; all that I have in view centring in the statements regarding the angel of the Lord standing by, or the Lord standing by. I hope to be able to group my thoughts under four heads: first, the angel standing by; then as in Luke, the angel being there by them; then the angel standing by Paul; and finally the Lord standing with him. These are most interesting records of divine support afforded to the people of God, and first, in regard of adjustment. We shall find ourselves, if we have not already in need of adjusting support. The need may be humiliating, but apart from the support accorded we shall remain unadjusted; and disregard of adjustment from God time at least, from the service of God. 

    Joshua is regarded in Zechariah 3 as the high priest, so he was in the position of service; but he sorely required adjustment and was where it was available. He was standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. We are reminded, therefore, that in the need of adjustment we are confronted, not only with the influence of our own feelings and, it may be, our own wills, but with the direct opposition of Satan. He is concerned that the adjustment should not take place; for if it does not take place, we are for ever disqualified for this service; or if we continue in it, we discredit it, and discredit the God whom we assume to serve. These are matters well known to Satan, and hence his resistance; he is standing there to resist the adjustment in you or me. If he cannot turn us aside altogether, he will hold us unadjusted in regard of God, and in regard of service and what is becoming to the service. But what is peculiarly encouraging here, is that the Lord is called upon to rebuke him: The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee. The purpose of God was involved. Each one of us is taken up in relation to this; He would have us in accord with it. So the filthy garments have to be removed; garments dragged, it may be, in the gutter of evil religious associations; or defiled commercial, social or family associations. Our garments easily become defiled and although we may not notice it or may be indifferent to it. God notices it and He is not indifferent; He is concerned about our garments. As taking us up through the gospel. He robes us with the very best; and He is concerned that we should not deteriorate, nor that our practical ways should be out of keeping with His own great thoughts seen in the best robe. 

    So here the Spirit of Christ says, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments, or, festival garments as it may read. We have here the angel of the Lord standing by in these operations. It is not done in any haphazard way; it is done under direct divine surveillance; the Spirit of Christ calling for it. It is imperative; Satan is rebuked; Jerusalem the chosen is in view, and the fair mitre and the festival robes are put on Joshua, the angel of the Lord standing by. 

    Standing by here is not presented as specially intimate, the circumstances forbidding intimacy or mutual feeling. In other words, they are circumstances of comparative distance between God and the soul; but nevertheless the operation goes on, for God has taken the matter in hand and Joshua is subject. We see no evidence of pulling away the shoulder, or any exercise of his own will in refusing the adjustment. Satan is kept at a distance, rebuked; and the whole operation took place under divine superintendence, for God has things done well; and so as the believer yields, the adjustment is perfect. In the first instance, therefore, the fair mitre is put on and then the festival robes, the angel of the Lord standing by. The next thing that comes in here in connection with this standing by, is a protest. 

    It is well if God protests in our souls; for whilst we may be amenable up to a point for adjustment, we may not be ready for a further process, whereas God is bent upon perfecting us. He goes the whole way with us; and at times in the process, a protest is necessary. So it says here, The angel of the Lord protested unto Joshua, saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. He is now dealing directly with Joshua, to bring him entirely under the will of God, and into accord with the divine current  the current of the Spirit of God. 

    I am dwelling on this point of adjustment, for it is of real importance. If we do not need it now, it will certain by come up. Indeed, the need of adjustment is constant, especially with young Christians. I have often thought and said, that generally we need several conversions; certainly the apostle Peter had two, and we need not assume that we are immune. Generally we need more than one conversion, for conversion means turning round. So here in the case of this servant, Joshua the high priest  we have the protest of the Lord; that is to say, God insists on a walk in His ways as imperative, if we have to do with His house, and to judge and keep His courts. It is a great service accorded indeed to every one, for each of us has his part in the house of God, and in the service of God in His holy courts. The psalmist said, A day in thy courts is better than a thousand, (Psalm 84:10); you see how God reckons time. What holy enjoyment belongs to the courts of God! and what a privilege to have to do with them and keep them! But this privilege is accorded to us on the ground of adjustment here, that we may walk in His ways; and then finally the privilege is given of a place to walk amongst these that stand by. As to this God gives us a lead. In the angel of the Lord standing by we have the suggestion and say, I would like to do that too, for it is a great matter to be found amongst those that gland by the testimony of God. How much there is to stand by at the present time! The interests of God, centring in His house, are here on earth, assailed from every quarter, the enemy having ready instruments for this. How imperative it is that there should be those that stand by and who walk amongst those who stand by, as we read, I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. 

    Some of us are too local, others it may be are too universal; there is constant need of balance; but the idea of persons walking obviously indicates that some do travel. Some of us are privileged to travel literally, in standing by, or seeking to stand by, the interests of the Lord on earth. Others may not be privileged in that way  most are not  but if we do not literally travel about the world to stand by the interests of Christ, we may certainly do so in our prayers, and perhaps that is the most effective way. There are many travelling in that way. It is divine; the ways are made, the Lord Jesus has led the way in traversing the world in prayer. I do not demand for these only, but also for those who believe on me through their word, (John 17:20). You see what a wide scope the Lord had in His prayers, 

    not only those that were immediately with Him, but all that should believe on Him, even ourselves. He not only traversed the world, as I might say, at that time; but the whole dispensation was in His mind. So with the apostle Paul who said that he combated for the Colossians, and the Laodiceans, and as many as had not seen his face in flesh. (Colossians 2:1). He walked indeed as none did in his day, among those who stood by: From Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, he said, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ, (Romans 15:19). What walking! What journeying! Truly he had a wonderful place among those who stand by. So we have a lead in the Lord, and in His great servant as to these places to walk among these that stand by. We see therefore, what is opened up to us as adjusted, the angel of the Lord standing by during the operation; and then the protest that we should walk in the divine ways, so as to judge in His house and keep His courts, and then further to be accorded the privilege of walking among those who stand by. 

    Now in Luke it is not adjustment that is in view; but we have shepherds keeping their flock by night. They belong to a class that began with Abel; they belong to the shepherd class led by such men as Abel and Jacob and Moses and David, all foreshadowing the great and good Shepherd. We have therefore, the saints represented as belonging to this unselfish class; for a shepherd presents the idea of unselfish occupation; a very fine position to be found in Moses, as a type, helps as to this. In contrast to Jacob he sought no wages; nor did he become a sharer in the ownership of the flock. No true lover of Christ will seek to share in the ownership of the flock. Sometimes we hear people pretending to serve speak of their flock; the Lord Jesus resents that. It is the flock of God; it belongs to the true Shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep; who brought all His own together, so that there should be one flock and one Shepherd. No true servant, therefore, will seek to share jointly in the flock. Jacob did; he served for wages and became alienated from the owner of the flock. That is a sure result for one who serves for wages. But Moses set no wages for his service to Reuel; as he fled from the land of Egypt he took up lowly service in Midian, content, it says, to dwell with the man, (Exodus 2:2). A shepherd of the flock of God has to learn to be content with any circumstances, for it is an unselfish and onerous calling; and so Moses served his father-in-law, as far as Scripture shows for forty years without wages. There was nothing said about wages, nothing said about part ownership of the flock. At the end he led it to the backside of the desert to Horeb, the mount of God. Could he have done better? No, he could not have done better than to lead the flock to the mount of God. That is the idea; and he became the shepherd of Gods flock for forty years in the wilderness, during which time they were nursed in the desert, their manners borne with, and all through Moses; for Moses represented God among the people, being faithful in all his house. Numbers 12:7 is a marvellous tribute to one who began as a shepherd. 

    So you see in what an exalted calling these men were, they were keeping their flock by night when others were in the towns and cities in census time. We know what that means. Young people need to be warned in regard of cities and towns on these special occasions  how the enemy has the advantage there. But here are shepherds outside of all that, tending their flock by night unselfishly, and it says, An angel of the Lord was there by them, verse 9; heaven honoured them. How precious is that in the service of a shepherd caring unselfishly for the sheep of Christ! An angel of the Lord was there by them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them. What an incentive to be engaged unselfishly in the care of the sheep and lambs of Christ! It was an honour from heaven; and greater still, as I may say, the glory of the Lord shone around them. What an environment! And then a multitude of the heavenly host coming down and encircling them, saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men. All this is most touching. Then the message to them, For unto you  again their honour  Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. Thus we see how heaven supports us here, as standing by, and as unselfishly caring for the interests of Christ. 

    In the third instance, we have one becoming dominant through moral power, in a set of most trying circumstances; circumstances that were intended to test to the utmost, the faith of the servant. For many days without sun, or stars, storm-tossed, with the ship about to be wrecked; it is the servant now, and what a servant! I have alluded to him already, a servant of servants, we may say, and in these circumstances he says, There stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve. Let us rest on those words and let us understand from them, the dignity of the service of God, and what tests we may be brought to in it; for it is not a pathway of roses; it is a pathway of thorns externally, one in which we may legitimately be weary, but of which we never weary. Paul was not weary of it although supremely tested in it. We need not expect, as in that service, to be immune from the tests, for God in His love tests us according to put strength. He sits as a refiner of silver, and He would bring out the strength of faith and endurance, all to make us in accord with the path of the great Servant. Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth, (Isaiah 42:1). It touches the heart to read the history and the sufferings of that Servant as recorded in Isaiah  His form and His visage marred more than that of any man, and finally, led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth, (Isaiah 53:7). That is My servant  Jehovahs Servant, and God loves to bring out in those who are in the position of servants, the traits of Christ; they are relatively the same as they were in Him. It is Christ in you, and God is pleased to test us, as in the furnace, for it brings out the endurance, and the divine nature working in us, which is fragrant to Him. 

    I would commend to you the chapter in Daniel which speaks of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in the furnace. It will interest you to see how many times their names are mentioned in it. What does this mean? It means what pleasure God had in those names  Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. There was a fourth person walking with them in the furnace heated seven times, and he was like unto the Son of God; as if He came in beforehand to honour them, in their marvellous expression of the Spirit of Christ, in the way of endurance and suffering. God would put us to that test, to honour us especially in His service; and here the apostle is tested to the utmost in this long, cheerless voyage. But he says, There stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve. The point that I would make, is that his standing by, in the most trying and adverse circumstances, brought him into dominance; the servant becomes dominant in a moral way I speak to all of us; because these circumstances are sure to be reached in some form or another as we faithfully serve Christ; and the point is whether we shall go down under them, or rise above them. It is one or the other. What happened here was a majestic rising above them, the angel of God standing by; the apostle becomes, in a sense, master of the ship. 

    There was to be no harm to any one, for it was the dispensation of grace after all, and God was maintaining it. They were all to reach land; but what was the secret? The secret was prayer; the Spirit of Christ seeking the salvation of everyone that sailed on that ship. That is a very fine thing, that you do not want to lose any of the brethren; you do not want to lose one that sails with you. God has granted to thee all those that sail with thee, verse 24, the angel said to Paul. Need I say he prayed for them? Yes, he sought the salvation of everyone on that ship, and God gave them to him; I mean, salvation from the shipwreck, from the sea. It has its own prophetic significance, but I do not dwell on that. I am speaking of what the apostle was in those circumstances, how he sought the salvation of all unselfishly. The soldiers would have got off the ship selfishly, but the apostle sought the salvation of all, and thus became dominant; so that under his wise direction and forethought everyone was saved. Thus, in these circumstances we become dominant, the angel of the Lord standing by, so that all are saved. It is a very fine thing that one should rise with spiritual power above the circumstances and save all that sail with one. How this enters into local meetings and the general position of the saints is quite obvious. 

    Then there is the last scripture; it refers to the apostle in his closing moments before the emperor, where it is a question of his answer. The Lord had told His apostles that, as brought before kings and rulers, they need not prepare their discourse, but that the Holy Spirit would teach them in that hour what they should say. I want you to note this, because it is a question of ability learn quickly, That is, as the outcome of proper education, one becomes so accustomed to learning, under training and schooling, that he learns quickly. So you find the Lord speaking of His servants being brought before kings, persons whose presence would be so disconcerting ordinarily that one would be disposed to have his defence carefully memorised. 

    The Lord says. Do not do that. In fact, I believe the Lord would discourage even memorising of discourses for service. But I am speaking now of what it is to appear before a potentate, that is to say, an extreme position in the testimony. The Lord says, Take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: for the Holy Spirit shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say. Can we doubt that the apostle Paul was governed by that principle? I believe that he adhered to it; he was so accustomed to the action of the Spirit of God in him, that he could distinguish, between the Spirit inspiring him to say something and his own judgment, (1 Corinthians 7). So, when he speaks here of his first answer, can we doubt that the Holy Spirit taught him? I believe it was a suitable answer, and evidently so spiritual that those present who should have stood by him, fled; they were unequal to the pressure. Possibly they might have thought it was extreme unwise, but at any rate, he says, All men forsook me. But could also say, The Lord stood with me and strengthened me. Paul was to do the speaking, but the Lord supporting him. What a blessed experience in the presence of the lions mouth! Who can say what tension of soul was his? But we may be assured he was as palm as were Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in the fiery furnace or Daniel in the den of lions; we may be assured the great apostle was as unperturbed as they. It does not say the mouth of the lion was shut; the Lord did not resort to that. He could have stricken the emperor; He could have closed his mouth, but He did not. He delivered Paul from it, which was in a sense greater. That is to say, it is a question of the power of Christ standing with us, in the most extreme position of opposition, and delivering us. Need we then have any fear as we proceed in the testimony of God? I do not think so for a moment. These instances are to strengthen and invigorate us. The Lord will not forsake those who stand up for Him; He will stand by their and will deliver them; not only from the lions mouth on a particular occasion, but from every wicked work and preserve them to His heavenly kingdom. 

    Well, may God bless these thoughts to us. I believe they are needed; that we may be all standing by firmly as adjusted, standing by unselfishly in the interests o the Lord, and He will stand by us, and give us triumphant entrance into His everlasting kingdom. 

  

  
    DIVINE SIGNS (JT 46)
    

    
    
  
  
    DIVINE SIGNS (JT 46)

    Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 8:18; Zechariah 3:8; Ezekiel 24:15-18; Ezekiel 24:27

    These scriptures speak of signs, and in speaking of them my hope is that the Lord will enable me to make a present application. The idea of signs is prevalent throughout Scripture, and bears on our times in the book of Revelation. There were those who sought a sign from the Lord, a sign from heaven, as if there had not been any from Him, whereas He was Himself a sign from the outset, as a Babe; and the works which none other man did, had been done by Him, were every one signs. Yet unbelief and impudence would ask of Him a sign from heaven. His reply was: Hypocrites! For hypocrisy marks those who are unbelieving as to what is before their eyes, what all can see. However, He would give them one, not that which is spoken of in the first scripture, but the sign of Jonas, that as Jonas was three days and three nights in the belly of the fish, so the Son of man should be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matthew 12:40). The Son of man! Most solemn of signs, and one that spoke volumes as to human guilt for, if He who knew no sin had to enter into death and remain there for three days and three nights, the responsibility must belong to others. The responsibility attached to man, the cause lay in the race. Later He says, The Son of man is about to be delivered up into the hands of men, and they shall kill him (Matthew 17:22,23). A most solemn matter, one that is intended to come home with convicting power even in our own time. 

    As I was saying, the idea of signs comes down into our dispensation, and (as I shall be showing presently at greater length) particularly in the Apocalypse, which is a book of signs: Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him ... ; and he signified it, sending by his angel, to his bondman John, who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw (Revelation 1:1,2). God gave it to Him, and He humbly takes the mediatorial place as receiving it. Indeed, He says, of that day or of that hour no one knows, neither the angels who are in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father (Mark 13:32). But now He has received it  which God gave to him. The giving of this Apocalypse to the Son was a great event. But I speak of the word signified. It refers to signs, and we cannot read Revelation intelligently save as we understand signs; each sign is intended to convey an impression, a prophetic impression, indeed, on ourselves, for the book was sent to all the assemblies. 

    Now, having said so much in an introductory way, I refer to the first scripture. It comes in in a most gracious way, for the house of David in pretended piety had refused a sign, and yet Jehovah spoke directly to Ahaz, showing how false piety may preclude from us the most precious communications and guidance. The house of David was wearying men and now wearying God  a remarkable charge; and we easily take on this attitude, assuming to have a better knowledge of certain circumstances than God. He says to Ahaz: Ask for thee a sign from Jehovah thy God; ask for it in the deep, or in the height above. He was ready to do anything in this sense for that house, now failing, although presently to be brightly represented in Hezekiah. What seemed hopeless had a bright result. 

    I wish you to note that the allusion in the sign is not to Gods power, but to power in the virgin; that is to say, in such circumstances of unbelief, indifference and false piety, the allusion is to the virgin state. It is not the only such reference in this prophecy, for later on the virgin daughter of Zion defies the king of Assyria, showing what military power attaches to the virgin state, that is, the state that is unconquered by the world  a precious commodity, one of the most valuable in our day. We see how it shines in the gospels, but then in Gods power, for the incoming of the Son of God was a mighty transaction of God; indeed of His own, for the Word became flesh. It was a mighty operation, and the enemy would becloud its significance. 

    In our scripture it is the virgins power, and so I touch on that humbly and simply, only to enhance it, touching on it, I trust, holily. It is the virgins power that is the sign. The babe, indeed, was a sign according to Luke. This is the sign to you: ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger (Luke 2:12). That was the announcement of the angel to the shepherds. But the sign here is the virgin conceiving and bringing forth a son. In truth it is not a virgin, the proper rendering is the virgin, as if there were only one, and there could be only one in this wonderful transaction. Heaven would not think of another; in the sense conveyed, there could not be another. It is the virgin, one marked off prophetically and in due course here. But then, I am speaking of the quality of the condition, the subjective condition afforded to all, and that is the sign here. She shall bring forth a son and call (she calls) his name Immanuel. Let us think of this for a moment, over against Ahaz and all that marked him as of the house of David, to say nothing of the house of Israel, its wretched confederacy with Syria. Think what confederacies there are about us today religiously  independent companies joining up, assuming to have virtue in themselves? Say ye not, A confederacy, the Spirit says in this section. The idea of a confederacy is obvious  independent companies joining up with independent companies, and all against Jerusalem and the house of David; the house of David itself poor and weak, and represented as unbelieving and pretending to false piety, but still it was the house of David, to which great thoughts and promises attached. So what was needed over against Ahazs unbelief was this virgin state, this subjective condition, seen strikingly in Mary in Luke 1; and it is that which triumphs. The sign here is this condition and the result of it. 

    Much could be said of Christs birth. It is the greatest of subjects, His death and resurrection being its counterpart. There could be no death of Christ without the birth of Christ, hence they are bound together. His death is involved, for indeed He came by water and blood (1 John 5:6). He had that in mind. Not that death was on Him personally. Never! It is blasphemy to assume that it was. Nobody could take His life from Him, but still He came to die. Others did the killing, alas  ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain (Acts 2:23)  but He has entered in once for all, into the holy of holies, having obtained an eternal redemption. So that the incarnation and death of Christ stand together  the first great event being the sign here: the Babe; and not only the Babe, but the virgin state through which He was brought forth. That is what I wish to stress, the virgin condition, the unconquered condition in holiness, that which stands out against all the attacks of the enemy to corrupt. That was available in Mary, and as it is, in a spiritual sense now, available for God, something for Him will be brought forth. I again travail in birth, says one in true virgin feeling, true motherly feeling, too, until Christ shall have been formed in you (Galatians 4:19); and that is what is needed, the formation of Christ, the reproduction of Christ in true formation in the saints. That is surely a sign. 

    That is all I have to say on that point. I come now to chapter 8, which is a counterpart of the other, that is, the children which God gave to Christ  without saying anything about a mother. It is now the paternal side. The Assyrian had come up, and he had gone too far. A comfort to us as the enemy is attempting to interfere with the rights of God in His people  doing it, indeed, succeeding, too; but then the remnant said, God is with us! which is Immanuel interpreted. 

    Let confederacy be made; let the Assyrian come up  under God he may come up as needed for discipline, but presently he goes too far. He goes further, reaching even to the neck; but it is Immanuels land. Who can contend with Immanuel? That is the refuge for the remnant now  Immanuels land! The enemy knew not what he was doing, he had touched on the rights of God in Christ. We can pray on those lines, and if we do we shall be heard. Hardly anything is of more importance than to pray intelligently. Many prayers are fervent, but with little or no intelligence or faith. Daniel prayed intelligently, he opened books that conveyed the mind of God and read them. Prayer should be on that principle  the word of God and prayer (1 Timothy 4:5). 

    So that, as we pray intelligently and in faith, we know that we are heard. Daniel knew that he was heard. The angel Gabriel came to answer his prayer  and make him skilful of understanding; and he says, moreover, thou art greatly beloved  all showing that our prayers not only bring answers, but they make us lovable to heaven. But we must bear in mind that even if we pray according to the intelligence which Scripture affords as to the rights of Christ, we must make allowance for the inscrutableness of divine government. God is not obliged to tell us all, nor does He, but as we pray intelligently according to the revealed will of God, we shall be heard. Isaiah 8 is a question of the rights of Immanuel, and when these are touched upon God interferes, and that will ultimately be the end of the enemys efforts. The remnant say, It shall not stand: for God is with us. Let us understand that! What is the enemy doing? He knows not: even the virgin daughter of Zion can compete with him and overcome him; how much more Immanuel! 

    Referring again to our second scripture, the government of God requires that He (Jehovah) should hide His face from the house of Jacob. It is a most solemn thing, that God has to hide His face from the house of Jacob. And Immanuel on His side says, I will look for him  true piety, true subjection, too  I will wait for Jehovah. Jacob began that note: I wait for thy salvation, O Jehovah (Genesis 49:18). Messiah carries the thought forward and it covers our own position. It is a question of waiting upon God. Conditions require that God should hide His face, but not to the Messiah, to Christ, nor to those whom He has given to Christ. What a touching word that is, the children that Jehovah hath given me! And what are they to be? For signs and for wonders in Israel. Is there no present application? There is. Every one of us, those whom God has given to Christ, is a sign, a sign to be understood, too. The children that Jehovah hath given me. Think of the Lords feelings of affection in regard of the saints viewed thus! Indeed, this scripture is quoted in the epistle to the Hebrews to bring out the great fact of His humanity  I and the children which God has given me. They are for signs and for wonders in Israel! How great it is to be one of them! Let us understand the magnitude of it! It is self-evident; children given to Christ by God are different from all other children. 

    Now our third scripture is in the book of Zechariah. What is in mind in the passage is the recovery of the priesthood. It has application to our own times. The priesthood has been lost sight of, beclouded by a false priesthood which exists yet, and the high priest, too. I am speaking now of the history of christianity. The whole dispensation became beclouded and discredited  well-nigh lost in a public sense. This chapter contemplates the recovery of it. Joshua was the high priest, that is, the idea was there, but he was clothed with filthy garments. Satan was there to prevent what he understood God to be about. He is always ready to defeat what God is about to do. He gathers up by observation what is in the divine mind, and aims to defeat it, and one of the greatest features of the recovery in which we now have part is that of priesthood. 

    In the history of the assembly, the Levites arrogated priesthood to themselves: that is, because one had a gift, or clerical office, he became a priest. This beclouded the whole position. So this chapter is to recover the idea, particularly that of the high priest, for it is heavenly. There is no high priest on earth. If he were on earth, he would not be a priest (Hebrews 8:4). I mean, the priesthood in which we have part is a heavenly one, not one that can be attached to things set up here as if they belonged to this world, such as cathedrals and all that. Hebrews is to show that our High Priest, our priesthood, is heavenly. So the passage brings out that Joshuas filthy garments are taken away from him  and, as typical of what exists today, what rubbish! How unfit to be worn by a true priest! Priestly garments today, such as the world recognises, are unfit for a true priest. True, priestly garments are found in remnant times, as we may see in Ezra and Nehemiah. Nehemiah himself gave five hundred and thirty priests coats. 

    Joshua was clothed in filthy garments, as we have noted, but God was coming in sovereignly to change those garments. How happy to see a christian who has worn these filthy garments  filthy in a spiritual sense  disrobed of them and clothed not only with true priestly garments, but with such as are called festival garments! Not the dull experience attaching to the clergy, for in truth it is generally dull and heavy, whatever interest and excitement there may be in the public exercise of the clerical office. In itself it is a dull matter, to say the least, nothing festive about it, nothing happy and free; those engaged in it are relatively isolated; in principle above and apart from the laity, there is but little mutual feeling. One great principle of the assembly is mutual feeling and enjoyment in holy things. They sang a hymn  that is the mutual side, not even the Lord, although evidently present, distinguished there. They sang a hymn and went to the mount of Olives. And in the prodigals case, too, there was the music and the dancing; there were festival robes and festivity according to God. The gracious recovery that He has effected and brought us into involves all this. The most sanctified thought is connected with divine festivity. Such is the blessedness of what we are brought into: the present portion of the saints. 

    So now Joshua is brought out into his full position. The priesthood is restored; and so the word as you will observe is: Hear now, Joshua the high priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before thee  for they are men of portent, that is, men to be observed as signs. Let this sink into our hearts. The high priest is addressed in a most appealing way. He is not addressed in his rags; he is addressed in his festival robes, in his high priestly garments, for God will have us to understand that there is nothing lost at all. He has recovered in these last days the very best things of this dispensation: not only have we a High Priest in heaven to intercede for us, but One who wears festival robes. 

    Then the men that sit before Him as His fellows: think of what we are brought into on the priestly line, for we are said to be a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation! We are said to be a priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ  His fellows, too! He is anointed with the oil of gladness, as we know, above His companions, but still, we are His companions. You will understand what I mean, that God has recovered the very best things for us, what is most holy and blessed, involving spiritual intelligence in what has the character of holy festivity. Is there not happiness in it? Why should young people turn their backs upon it? Some do, alas! old ones, too  very like the elder son in the parable, refusing to go in. The Lord is appealing to us as to what has been restored, that we are part of it, and, as such, men to be wondered at. As priests, every one of us is included here. Characteristically, priesthood refers to spiritual men. Such, as we see in our chapter, are signs, over against the worldly priesthood, the accepted one in the world, prevalent throughout christendom. Christians in the true sense are different: they have the Spirit of God, hence anointed, and having taken on the character of Christ, they are the true sons of Aaron. Hence, like Joshuas fellows, they are men of portent in these last days. 

    Finally I come to Ezekiel. He has as much to say of this thought as any of the prophets, and what you find in this case, as may be shown in others, is what God would bring about so as to reveal to anyone His mind. For indeed, it is said in Amos 3:7: the Lord Jehovah will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets. God is reviving the great prophetic thought amongst us, and this among other things implies that there should be increase in the number of prophets. Would God, says Moses, that all the Lords people were prophets (Numbers 11:29). Moses had no jealousy about that. The more prophets we have, the more effective our testimony will be. Christianity implies community, what one has we all have. And so, as I remarked, God reveals His mind to His servants the prophets. If one says a prophetic word in the ministry meeting, you may be sure the Lord has given it to him. He is ready to give a word to anyone available. The idea is that as the Child is taken into ones arms  as Christ is taken into ones arms  communications come as they did to Simeon (Luke 2). As we are told in the instruction covering this matter, a revelation may come to another sitting there, as one is speaking (1 Corinthians 14:30). If we are accustomed to the prophetic idea we shall understand. To be among the prophets is to be coveted. The gift of prophecy is one we are told to covet, and you can see the divine import of it. 

    As one is faithful, God will make him His friend, and will use him to convey His mind to His people. 

    In view of this, however, I am to have my part in the sorrow, so that the end of the prophetic word might be reached. That is a most solemn thing. If Elijah prayed for a drought, he had to experience the drought himself. He prayed twice, but between the answers to his prayers there was a sorrowful time, and he had to go through it. Included in the prophets lot is persecution. Stephen says: Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? (Acts 7:52). There was not a prophet that escaped persecution. So there is no attraction for the flesh in this service, but there is great attraction for the spiritual, for what can be greater than to know the mind of God, to be a friend of God, and to have the power to communicate the mind of God? 

    Now in Ezekiel you have all this. He had to lie, for instance, for three hundred and ninety days on one side; and then forty days on the other  to bear the iniquity of the house of Israel and the house of Judah. Think of the food he had to eat, too  such suffering! We get him acting the part of a captive, too, to speak to Gods people, also as laying siege against Jerusalem  in which he was a sign to the house of Israel. Sometimes, as in chapter 24:19, they came to him saying, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us? Well, I am sure he was thankful to be asked such a question. At another time his word, however powerful, was like a song that they forgot  it had no effect upon their souls. All this is very searching as to the state of the saints, but still, one important thing about the prophets is that they represent the wonderful patience of God. And morally nothing could be much greater than to be an expression of that, to be a sign of the long-suffering of God. I cannot be this if I am recognising natural feelings or cultivating natural things. And this is the point in our chapter, that Ezekiel has to suffer the loss of his wife, who was suddenly taken away, and God says: You must not mourn, you must not put on such appearances as mourning requires; a most affecting thing. It was no small matter to Ezekiel, no ordinary bereavement. It was the desire of his eyes taken away with a stroke. Thus, Jehovah says, Ezekiel shall be unto you a sign (Ezekiel 24:24). 

    I speak thus so that we may be solemnised, for our position is most solemn. We are at the end of the times, and they require energy, they require patience in suffering. God is saying to me in this scripture that, if I am to be a sign in these matters I am to learn to deny natural claims, not to cultivate and live in natural things. I must learn to deny them. It is no question of what is righteous in these relationships, this must be recognised; but how many of us live almost entirely in what is natural! But then we are not signs in that. There is little or no difference between us and the world. There is not a sign in it, not a thing to promote fear and faith in those around us. Ezekiel, as I said, has to deny these natural affections, and the last verse says: In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him that is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb. So shalt thou be a sign unto them; and they shall know that I am Jehovah. It is worth our while, for God is sure to take a man up who denies himself of what is merely natural, who refuses to live in what is natural. God says: I will honour you in that day. I will open your mouth and you shall be a sign and they shall know that I am Jehovah. 

    May God bless His word to us. 

  

  
    THE LORD - THE DEFENDER OF THE FAITH (JT 67)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE LORD  THE DEFENDER OF THE FAITH (JT 67)

    Zechariah 3: 1, 2; 2 Timothy 4: 16 - 18

    I wish to show you how that for which Jerusalem stood in the Old Testament times is now connected with the assembly, and that directly the true bearing and character of the assembly comes to light the world-power attacks it. I therefore refer to the apostle Paul, because he was the great vessel in whom that testimony came to light. You will remember that in the detail of his conversion in Acts 26, it is said that a light above the brightness of the sun shone from heaven round about him. There had been light set at Jerusalem, but it is a more wonderful thing to be illuminated from heaven. Now we may say that heavenly light shines about us; the light shone all about Paul; and so when Christ was born the glory of the Lord shone round about the shepherds. It is one thing to have the light about you and it is quite another thing to have it in you. 

    In Paul there was the reflection of the testimony; he was the witness of it, and so he comes in contact with the beast, of Daniel 7: 7. The four gentile monarchies are likened to four beasts in that chapter. Now beasts are made to be taken and destroyed, but God, in wonderful forbearance, bears with these beasts till they commit some overt act against the testimony. In this there is an important principle for us. We are not to interfere with the agents of evil. We know they are there. We know they are ravenous beasts, but we are not to interfere with them. Neither does God interfere with them until they commit some overt act against Him. He allows them, in wondrous patience, to continue their course. 

    The wicked man described in Daniel 8: 23 - 25 who shall destroy marvellously, and shall prosper, and shall practise, is allowed to pursue his course until he stands up against the Prince of princes and then he is broken without hand. In the future the whole world-power will combine under one head. The beast, the false prophet and the kings of the earth will all be gathered together against the Lord, but only to meet their final doom. The Lord will come out of heaven with His glorious titles; for He has imperial titles. The only one entitled to imperial titles is Christ. He will appear as King of kings and Lord of lords. He will come in imperial and heavenly glory. The beast and the false prophet, the great representatives of worldly power, will be taken and cast alive into the lake of fire. Think of the power the Lord has! Consider the power of the angel who sat at the Lords tomb in Matthew 28, of whom it is said, His look was as lightning ... and for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men. If all the navies and all the armies of the world were put together, how easily God could smite them with lightning! Now the Lord Jesus Christ controls all that power. If all the powers of the nations were concentrated under one head, what is that in the presence of Christ? The beast and the false prophet will be taken alive and cast into the lake of fire. And then the great adversary, whose titles are given to us in Revelation 20, will be bound; an angel comes down with a chain, and what irony is in that figure, and that great adversary, the Devil and Satan, is chained and cast into the bottomless pit to remain there for a thousand years. Such is the power that is in the hand of Christ, the great Defender of the assembly. 

    When the beast attacked Paul, he said, The Lord stood with me. There was not another to stand by him; he said, All men forsook me. How searching that is! How we recoil from the lions mouth! Paul did not; he says, Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. The lion was not destroyed, nor is he yet destroyed. Indeed, Paul was afterwards, as it were given to him, and it was Pauls glory to give up his life for Christ, but the Lord did not allow him to be sacrificed to the lion until by him the preaching was fully known. If the preaching is fully known, Paul can depart; he can have the honour of martyrdom. But the power is in the hands of Christ, and the lions mouth must be closed until the preaching is fully known. Thank God, Paul was retained here until then. The Lord was the great Defender of the testimony and the preaching must be fully known and all the gentiles must hear and then Paul can depart. 

    Peter said, in writing his second epistle, that he was about to put off his tabernacle, as the Lord had shown him; but this was not until he had finished his testimony. He was not communicating anything new; he wrote to remind the saints of what had been already ministered. He puts off his tabernacle when he has finished his ministry, and not before. And so with Paul; the lions mouth is stopped, so to speak, till the preaching is fully known, till all the gentiles hear. We are among the gentiles, and thank God, we have heard. But the lion is going to open his mouth again. The great western persecuting power is really continued in the ecclesiastical system that has replaced the empire, and it will reappear in an imperial character and it will attack the testimony, but only to be broken, never again to be revived. 
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    SIGNS IN ISRAEL (JT 74)

    Isaiah 8:18; Zechariah 3:8 - 10; Ezekiel 24:15 - 27

    JTThese scriptures speak of signs. They contemplate the saints or the disciples as signs, as the children which God has given to Christ, as priests, and thirdly in Ezekiel, as servants. Ezekiel was to be a sign as unselfish. His wife died, and he was not to weep nor to mourn for her, although she was the delight of his eyes. It says in verse 24: Thus Ezekiel shall be unto you a sign. 

    It will be observed that in Isaiah 8 the Lord says: Behold, I and the children that Jehovah hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from Jehovah of hosts, who dwelleth in mount Zion. Thus the Lord Jesus is seen as a father, the disciples being given to Him as children. This is in view of Jehovah hiding His face from the house of Jacob, as we see in verse 17. It is clear that the disciples were to be like Him, like Christ, to be witnesses in this way  signs and wonders in Israel. They are seen together: I and the children that Jehovah hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel. 

    The New Testament records instances of the Lord taking up this attitude with the disciples. A notable one is in John 13:33 - 35: Children, yet a little while I am with you ... A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another, as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves. The same recognition of the disciples by the Lord is seen in John 21:5: Children, have ye anything to eat?. This chapter contemplates the saints as somewhat out of the way, but not too far off to disqualify them from this precious relation with Christ. It is a chapter of partial departure and of complete recovery. It is to be feared that many are somewhat in the position of these disciples as seen in the earlier verses. There are Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathaniel, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples  a party, as we may call them, not exactly against the truth, but still turned away from the right path for the moment. The party is headed by Peter and Thomas, whose recent histories showed a state that needed to be judged thoroughly. Peter had denied the Lord, and had been restored in measure, but not completely. Thomas had been absent from the great occasion of the Lords presence amongst the saints after His resurrection, and it would appear that he had not wholly judged his neglect. The others are evidently led by these two. So it is, if one is diverted in any way, he is apt to influence others; he may not mean to oppose the Lord or His people, but still he tends to divert others. The state of the disciples here is not sufficiently bad to disqualify them from this precious relation of children. Thus we have the term applied to the saints as having love amongst themselves; at least, the Lord contemplates them as having in due time love amongst themselves. As we have love amongst ourselves we are characteristically His children, and signs and wonders in Israel; and this is a characteristic that belongs properly to every local company. 

    RemThe passages which we have read seem to show that we have two sorts of signs, one in a collective setting, a company, and the other in an individual setting. 

    JTYes; any of them would be a wonder and a sign too, for the disciples were not known; they were not understood. As we walk in the light of our calling, taking on the character of Christ, we are not understood. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not (1 John 3:1). 

    QuesHave we this thought in Simeons prophecy in Luke, a sign spoken against? 

    JTQuite so. If we are known in this town as others are, there is nothing distinctive about us. 

    RemThe Lord uses the words sons and daughters in the gospel. 

    JTYes, wherever the family appellation is used, it corresponds with what we are saying. For instance, the woman in Luke 8 fell down and told all the truth, and the Lord calls her daughter  different from any ordinary woman. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between children and sons being brought to glory? (Hebrews 2:10). 

    JTWe have in John, of course, the children of God  those born of Him  as well as those addressed, as we have been remarking, by the Lord as children. John never calls us sons, save once in Revelation 21:7. Sons are of God; they are more developed in Pauls line of the truth. They refer, of course, to the same persons. Sons belong to heaven. Children are representative of God on earth; so that in chapter 1 the children of God are recognised as those who receive Christ, who are born not of blood nor of fleshs will nor of mans will, but of God. They are marked as receiving Christ and as believing on His name. John contemplates them as scattered abroad in chapter 11; that is very important at the present time, because many of our brethren, the children of God, are scattered abroad, and Christ is said to have died in order to gather them together into one. What is in mind is the saints viewed as given to Christ by God, and how He and they are for signs and for wonders. 

    QuesCould you say that Peter at the end of Johns gospel is not characteristically like the Lord, because the Lord is spoken of as the sent One, and Peter says, I go? 

    JTThat is a very good reference. Peter said, I go a fishing. You might say there is not any harm in that. But he was not sent a fishing then; he had been called from that occupation to become a fisher of men. 

    QuesDo we in this passage touch on our subject this morning? By the sign which the Lord performs He brings Peter to recognise that he is naked. 

    JTYes, like Saul; but he had a covering and soon put it on, showing he was not far away. He was restorable, and thoroughly reinstated in the service in which he had been put by the Lord at the beginning, as an apostle. But it might be said: What harm is there in fishing? So it is that brothers and sisters often go as far as they can, so as not to be excluded from fellowship. They take on marriage links not in the Lord. I think the deflection here covers that sort of thing. I go  it is their will, not Gods will, nor the Lords will. The secret of this failure is seen in the fact, as our brother remarked, that I go a fishing whereas the Lord was sent, and the whole principle of christianity is being sent. 

    RemIt is a contrast to what Peter had heard from the Lord: As the Father has commanded me, thus I do. Rise up, let us go hence (John 14:31). 

    JTSo in the case of the blind man in John 9; what governed his whole position was that he was sent. That man would never argue that a thing was right, unless it were according to the Lords will. The brethren universally are harassed with this attitude of the persons entering into relations that are not in the Lord. They argue: What harm is there? But is it in the Lord? 

    QuesWould it be right to say that John, although having gone fishing with Peter, yet being more spiritual, was a means for the recovery of Peter? 

    JTYes; he says, It is the Lord. That brings up the whole question as to what we are going on with; are we doing everything in the Lord? 

    RemThe result of doing my own will produces nothing whatever; that night they took nothing. 

    JTNight, nakedness and nothing! What disaster, if the Lord had not come in! But He did come in, for they had not ceased being children. 

    RemIn 1 Samuel 15:23 Samuel says to Saul: Rebellion is as the sin of divination, and selfwill is as iniquity and idolatry. 

    JTSaul attempted to say that he had done everything right, but he had spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, and he had also spared the king of Amalek, when he had been told to destroy all. 

    QuesHow do you view the association you speak of, namely, that we are the children, and we are signs and wonders? 

    JTWe are applying it to the present time. The point being made now is concerning brothers and sisters going as far away as possible, yet with the hope of keeping themselves in the fellowship. 

    QuesWould you say what you consider to be a marriage in the Lord? 

    JTWhere both are submissive to the Lord, and taking the Lord into the matter; both in fellowship, in a word. 

    QuesDo you make anything of disparity of age? 

    JTWho can tell how far that can go? There is no scripture that I know of, fixing the relation between the respective ages of persons who marry. Of course, there is the question of which is suitable: love ... does not behave in an unseemly manner (1 Corinthians 13:5). 

    QuesDoes the prophetic word give us definite instructions as to what is in the Lord? 

    JTThat is what it would stress; it is a question of obedience. 

    RemThe law and the prophets go together. 

    JTThe law is the expression of the rights of God. The prophets would present the patience of God, and would through their ministry maintain the rights of God, and would, if necessary, bring back the people to the law. 

    QuesIf we have not the prophetic word, might it be that we are guilty because we have missed the instructions which it gives? 

    JTYes. A low state of things in a meeting may be largely because there is no prophetic ministry. 

    To return to this matter of marriage, latitude is allowed, both as to age, family relationships, and other things. But one principle must control, and that is: in the Lord, only in the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:39). 

    RemA son of Levi and a daughter of Levi were Moses parents. 

    JTThat is one of the best illustrations you can get of marriage in the Lord, that is, in considering Levi as representing the testimony, which is justified by his subsequent place in the service of God. 

    RemIt is undoubtedly good to be able to say in the Lord as to all the circumstances which we are called upon to face. 

    JTWe cannot be in any circumstance that is not in the Lord, that is, in the sense that His authority is owned in it. 

    RemI think we may link what we are having with what we saw this morning: If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment (1 Corinthians 14:37). 

    JTOur second scripture contemplates priesthood. Hear now, Joshua the high priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before thee  for they are men of portent (meaning, men to be observed as signs, or types) for behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branch. These scriptures, being in the prophets, bear on the subject we dealt with this morning. We are now in the presence of what relates to the service of God in remnant times. In this paragraph the Lord is foreshadowed as the High Priest, and then as the Branch; so that the sign here would refer to the service of God in which we are privileged to be engaged, especially on the first day of the week. The previous verse says: Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. Now the end of verse 5 says: the Angel of Jehovah stood by. It is a question of what God is doing and of those who are standing by. Those who love Him stand by His work. We shall get a place among those that stand by. 

    QuesDoes that refer to the heavenly place that the saints have in the present dispensation? 

    JTExactly. We are standing by, if we are in the light of the mind of God. God is carrying on a great work, and He would have us interested enough to stand by. But there is more than that: there is the High Priest and those who are standing before Him  His companions. 

    RemJohn, standing by the cross of Jesus, was privileged to receive Mary to his own home as his mother, involving all the precious impressions that she had gathered in her own soul. 

    JTThe women also were standing by the cross of Jesus  a beautiful touch! 

    QuesCould it be said that Jehovah of hosts indicates the power of which we have spoken? 

    JTQuite so  Jehovah of hosts, in verses 9 and 10. The idea appears perhaps more in remnant times or days of small things than elsewhere. Hence Elisha asked the Lord to open the eyes of the young man to see the hosts. God would assure us in the things we are going on with at the present time, according to His will, that all His power is with us. 

    RemHorses and chariots of iron driven by men of flesh could not penetrate chariots of fire. 

    JTThe chariots of God are twenty thousand, thousands upon thousands; the Lord is among them (Psalm 68:17). 

    QuesHave we an illustration of the power of the Lord on our side, when Joshua is before Jericho, and lifting up his eyes he sees an angel who is the captain of Jehovahs army? 

    JTQuite so. I believe these verses in Zechariah point by the Spirit to our own times, the High Priest and His companions who sit before Him. The position here does not suggest great activity, but it suggests intelligence and certainty  sitting. We have to admit the great want of spiritual energy, whether it be in the gospel or the service of God; but, while admitting this, we must not be drawn away by human activity. We are on sure ground, and hence we are restful in the service in which we are engaged. Then the Spirit proceeds immediately to the Branch, saying: I will bring forth my servant the Branch. Current activity is largely dependent on human organisation and human provision, whereas Christ is brought in as the Branch, which means One who is wholly dependent on another. Then we have the idea of a stone, as it says: For behold, the stone that I have laid before Joshua  upon one stone are seven eyes. We have, therefore, the idea of permanency in the stone, and discernment in the seven eyes. Thus our position is as clear as noon, and as solid as the earth which he hath founded for ever (Psalm 78:69). So we are restful, and God says: I will remove the iniquity of this land in one day. God will make a short work of it, but in the meantime those who are holding the position are signs, men of portent. The point is how restful we can be, the light of the assembly having come in. In a moment God will clear away the iniquity. It is mounting up on every hand  apostasy and other wickedness  but God will deal with it in a short time. 

    The third scripture refers to a servant, a person actively engaged in service, especially a prophet. In these circumstances the servant has to be different from other men; he has to deny natural feelings so as to be a sign; he must refuse natural feelings, so as to be a sign in a spiritual sense. His wife had just died, and, of course, in such circumstances an ordinary man would show grief. God says to him: I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke; yet thou shalt not mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down. Sigh in silence, make no mourning for the dead; bind thy turban upon thee, and put thy sandals upon thy feet, and cover not the beard, and eat not the bread of men. Ezekiel goes on to say: And I spoke unto the people in the morning; and at even my wife died. And I did in the morning as I was commanded. It is a remarkable denial of natural feelings because of divine requirements. So it says in verse 24: Thus Ezekiel shall be unto you a sign. People would inquire: Why are you like this? The answer is: the word of God requires it. 

    QuesDoes this apply to the prophet of our own day? 

    JTHe will hardly be one unless he is entirely subject to the will of God. 

    QuesHave we a sign of this kind in the man born blind of John 9? He was there that the works of God might be manifested in him. 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesCan we see in Ezekiels sign that the service of God must not be interrupted by personal trials? In the morning he spoke. 

    JTWhat exercises he must have had! But he is ready for the severe discipline for the sake of the testimony. He said: And I spoke unto the people in the morning; and at even my wife died. And I did in the morning as I was commanded (verse 18); and again in verse 20 he spoke the word of Jehovah to the people. How pleasing he must have been to Jehovah at this time! 

    RemThat would show that a prophet must not permit purely natural feelings to hinder the service of God. 

    JTHe must deny himself and take up his cross daily, says the Lord. 

    RemFor this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. Would that bear on us as signs? 

    JTQuite so. The psalmist said: I have been as a wonder unto many (Psalm 71:7). 

    QuesDo we see all this in the spirit of Paul, especially in his words to the Corinthians? In the second epistle, speaking of his sufferings, he says, ... so great a death. 

    JTA natural man would think Paul was a fool to take such a course, but he was a sign. He says: We are fools for Christs sake (1 Corinthians 4:10). 

    QuesWould it be just to think that in a meeting where the door is not open for prophetic ministry, the Lord may afflict a brother or sister in that meeting in order to speak to those there by means of a sign? 

    JTQuite so. Because of bad behaviour in the assembly, many at Corinth were weak and sickly and many slept. 

    RemThe little child laid in a manger was the sign for Israel. 

    JTYes; that Christ the Lord was found in such circumstances, was a most solemn and exercising fact. 

    QuesDoes all this correspond with Luke 14 where, in order to be a disciple, everything has to be given up for Christ? 

    JTThis word is addressed to the crowds (verse 25). The Lord did not want partisans; He only wanted those who were true disciples, who corresponded with Him in their character and position. 
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    Zechariah 3

    JTI expect you have some leading thought as to this book. 

    GSWe thought that while Haggai would bring home the responsibility of the saints, Zechariah would encourage them. He would bring Christ before us, and show how things are to be met, as the four carpenters met the four great powers. Does Joshua here represent the state of the people? 

    JTYes, he is the available man. There was not much with him, but in all our gatherings, while there may not be much, there is that which is available, which God would make the most of. 

    GSThe four carpenters are not much in mens eyes, but they are the ones who meet the four great powers. We thought this might connect with the fact that the Lord is presented as the Carpenter, perhaps in derision, in all four gospels. 

    JTZechariah 2 brings out great prospects: Jerusalem is to be inhabited, and then the young man is to be instructed, which is noteworthy. That is what we look for. Now in chapter 3 we have an available man, Joshua the high priest  not that anyone should take special offices today, but still there are available men, and God makes use of what there is. 

    RemWe have looked upon Jerusalem in the light of the assembly representatively here on earth. 

    JTIt should be inhabited. It is an encouraging thing for young men to take account of. The young man is to know these things: Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein; and I, saith Jehovah, I will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her Zechariah 2:4,5. That is very encouraging for young brothers and sisters; they are to know these things. However small the gatherings may be among us, Jerusalem is going to be inhabited; and this book makes much of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and that is the thing to which every young brother and sister should aspire, to be one of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

    QuesSo that Jerusalem becomes their chief interest? 

    JTExactly. Zechariah is full of plain, simple, prophetic admonitions, for he is dealing with the returned remnant. He is not like Isaiah who served under the kings. Haggai and Zechariah are more conversant with remnant conditions, and the grace and sovereign mercy which would recover the people, and they ministered these things to such persons. They are in the good of the things of which they speak. Their statements are plain, and easier to understand than most prophets, for they are in the midst of remnant conditions  those of a restored remnant, not a worn-out remnant  conditions such as we are privileged to share now. We are living in the times of a restored remnant  not such a remnant as is spoken of in the Lords words to Thyatira: To you I say, the rest who are in Thyatira Revelation 2:24; they were hardly out of it; but the Philadelphian remnant were out of it in principle, and the ministry to Philadelphia is more direct and simple. 

    RemZechariah not only prophesied, but worked with his hands in the building of the house. 

    EJMcBAre there not two great principles in his prophecy: Return unto me, saith Jehovah of hosts, and I will return unto you Zechariah 1:3; then the exercise of the prophet that there should be no Canaanite in the house of God; chapter 14:21? Sometimes in the act of returning, things are brought back which are not suitable to the One to whom we have returned. This ministry is calculated to eliminate the Canaanite element from our meetings. 

    JTVery good. 

    QuesIs it a constructive ministry? 

    JTYes, it works out positive things. Joshua is the available man in this chapter, and the most is made of him. The next chapter brings before us the Spirit; chapter 5 the leavening conditions with which we have to contend; in chapter 6 we get the governmental conditions which are favourable in the main. So we see that the ministry is very constructive, and assures the saints in a position reached through the recovery, but with a great outlook. What we ought to see in chapter 3 is the available man, who is here in Portsmouth or any other locality  the man who is available to help things. 

    EJMcBIt is a thing that is shown to you. 

    JTYes; God will help anyone who may be visiting, or seeking to serve, as to what there is for God in any locality, for you want to go on with what there is. God helps us to see the available man. Here he is in a good position, standing before the Angel of the Lord, not thinking about what the brethren may think of him, nor of any great prospect personally. He is standing before the Angel, where things are searched out. That is a man on whom to keep your eye, and with whom to work. Satan says, God is going to make something of that man, and I am here to resist him. In this very city Satan is standing to oppose these men who have the truth. We should be alive to both these principles, the element which is according to God, and the satanic attack. The young people have no idea of the reality of satanic opposition. We come together for our meetings; there are brothers there trying to help, and Satan is against them. We ought to pray for them. The opposition is seen and rebuked; Jehovah says to Satan, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee! Gods choice comes in. It is a very serious thing to criticise brothers who are leading in any way, for Satan is behind the attack against them. We should be prayerful and sympathetic with them. 

    QuesYet Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the Angel? 

    JTIt was well that he was not seeking to hide them. They were all there; everything was open. The Angel is going to be favourable whatever the garments are. 

    QuesYou mean that if one seeks to be available to the Lord he would stand before the Lord just as he is, and not seek to hide his condition? 

    JTI think that is right. It is a sad state of things, but Joshua hides nothing. 

    EJMcBA man standing for God in remnant times must be characteristically in the light of the times, and prepared to bear the burden of that in his own person. Then he comes out in the light of what the Lord has accomplished. Is not the idea of the brand plucked from the burning divine working? 

    JTYes, something has happened already. If you go back over the history of the man you see it. The position is very clear. Joshua is standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan is standing there in order to be his adversary. 

    JFGHe is a man marked by priestly features? 

    JTYes, He is called the high priest here. The comforting thing to begin with is what we get in verse 2, Jehovah said unto Satan, Jehovah rebuke thee, O Satan! Jehovah is taking the matter in hand. 

    RemJoshua had definitely the good of the people before him, and the glory of Jehovah. 

    JTWhat is in my mind more is where he was standing. 

    RemYou suggest that there is transparency with him? 

    JTQuite so. The politician is standing before the public; he is thinking of getting the vote; and a brother may be standing before the saints here to acquire a place of teaching, and to get their support; that is a very dangerous thing. This man is standing before the Angel of Jehovah; he is in a safe place. Whatever his garments, the Angel would be favourable to him. All is open, and the position is such that God can have a hand in it. Satan would have a hand in it, but God says, You shall have no hand in it. It is not simply the Angel, but Jehovah Himself who says, Jehovah rebuke thee, O Satan! Yea, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee! Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? You are reminded of the whole book of Job. Jehovah is facing the enemy in regard of this soul as a brand already plucked out of the fire. God will do more; He will not cease doing anything that is necessary. 

    FIWhy does He say, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee!? 

    JTThat is His choice. God has His choice on earth today. There is something that He has chosen. The great thought of Jerusalem has taken form in the assembly as a place of light and rule. Zion stands for sovereign mercy, but Jerusalem is a place of light and rule. It is a question of administration. That is what Joshua is for, to carry on the service of God. If you are going to serve, it must be in this city; it is a question of Jerusalem. 

    FIJoshua is standing in relation to that as high priest. 

    JTYes. Jerusalem is the great thought of light, rule and order. The world is in disorder. What a great thought it is to have a few saints in the light of Jerusalem! God has chosen that. Then we are told in verse 3 that Joshua was clothed in filthy garments and stood before the Angel. We have him standing before the Angel in verses 1 and 3, and in verse 7 we have mentioned these that stand by. Then in verse 8 we have others who are spoken of as sitting before Joshua: thy fellows that sit before thee. The high priest should have those who should sit before him; he is a man to be respected. So far he is standing before the Angel. That is not the position that is in the mind of God for him. The Angel is representative, he has a charge; severity and scrutiny are called for, and things will be carried out according to his mission. Jehovah speaks Himself when it is a question of choice, but an angel demands that things should be right. 

    EJMcBJehovah having settled the matter with Satan, the way is left open for the condition to be discovered in the soul, and to be removed according to what is suitable to Jehovahs thoughts for His people. 

    JTIf God has something to say to any of us in this city, He will deal with us privately; Satan will be shut out. 

    EJMcBWhen Jehovah has dismissed Satan, then He takes up the question as to what Joshua is like in relation to the returned remnant. 

    JTSatan makes the most of the filthy garments; and how often saints become his instruments! How often things come up in the care-meeting which should be dealt with privately. 

    AMIs there to be correspondence with the choice? 

    JTGod is going to make this man suitable to this place. He has a great thought in regard to Jerusalem, and He is going to make this man suitable. Joshua is clothed with filthy garments and standing before the Angel. He says, You cannot say anything too bad about me, really. If it is true, it is true, and let it be faced, but let not Satan or any emissary of his be present. The thing is to plentifully declare the thing as it is, Job 26:3. 

    Satan will never do that; he will multiply it. 

    QuesIf we face it as brethren, would not the desire be to have it removed? 

    JTIf love is amongst ourselves you are as desirous as I to have it removed. Having fervent love among yourselves, 1 Peter 4:8. If it is there, there is no room for the devil. The devil only gets in through an emissary, through some injured brother, maybe. 

    LDMLuke 22 shows us that Satan got in there among the apostles. 

    JTYes; the Lord says, the hand of him that delivers me up is with me on the table Luke 22:21. 

    LDMLater in the chapter we read, I have prayed for thee Luke 22:32; the Lord is taking the matter in hand. 

    JTWhat we get in John 13, too, is a terrible thing that Satan entered into Judas John 13:27. A brothers meeting should never be like that. The idea is, Jehovah rebuke thee; Satan is put out; there is no room for him there. You have the thing faced; there it is, and there is the means for its removal. Jehovah says, I am going to do it. He spoke and said unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from off him. There are others standing before the Angel besides Joshua: They are not said to have filthy garments and they are ready to serve him. It is a fine thing to be standing before the Angel, and ready to serve such. Take away the filthy garments from off him. And unto him he said, See, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I clothe thee with festival-robes. And I said, Let them set a pure turban upon his head. And they set the pure turban upon his head, and clothed him with garments; and the Angel of Jehovah stood by It is a fine meeting, this, where things are done, not left over till the next meeting; they are all done. There are people standing by, and He says, Do this. Things are often protracted and let slide among us. 

    EJMcBThe thought is that the man should not only be free from the filthy garments, but supremely happy in festival robes. 

    JTThat is what the Angel had in mind. Yet conditions are such in this country that nothing is done for three or four years! Where are these men standing before the Angel? Cannot they do anything? Christianity contemplates availability of servants. Why is not the thing done? How beautiful is the thought of these men standing before the Angel! He tells them to do things. What a fine change this is! Now we have a man suitable to Jerusalem. Things will be carried on according to God. All the assembly occasions should be festive occasions. See how quickly the festivity comes in in Luke 15; the gospel leads up to it. It suggests the thought of thee place about which we have just sung in our hymn: Thou leadst our hearts to that blest place. (178:1). 

    We are not to wait for that altogether. There is a place here which God intends to be free from satanic influence, where people are clad with festive robes, where the very entrance to that place gives joy. They began to make merry, Luke 15:24. This chapter is intended to make any local meeting an attractive place. 

    EJMcBThe brethren are the ones who bring the turban forth; they give dignity to anyone whom God raises up in their midst. 

    JTThey think of the mind of God for His people. What great thoughts He has for His people! 

    RemThe Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem  all springs out of that. 

    JTIt is a question of the mind of God working out. 

    QuesDoes this give us a view of Jerusalem as the centre of Gods interests on earth? 

    RemThe word turban may be rendered diadem. 

    JTI suppose the thought in the diadem is the kind of intelligence that belongs to the people of God. The high priest had it. It was the one bit of his vesture that had on it, Holiness to Jehovah Exodus 28:38, Exodus 39:30; and that means that the mind has no place in the things of God. The leading brother does not trust his own mind. It is a question of a renewed mind, and of Holiness to Jehovah. It is very important to have Holiness to Jehovah on your head. It is so easy to bring the natural mind into the assembly. Nothing is more difficult to keep out. 

    QuesWhy does it say, And the Angel of Jehovah stood by (verse 5)? 

    JTWhat a fine thing it was! He was seeing this going through. There is to be no discrepancy. The enemy would come in and rob us through any unjudged condition among us. 

    QuesSo that the pure turban would be a safeguard against uncleanness of the mind? 

    JTQuite so. 

    LDMDoes the thought of the Angel of Jehovah standing by suggest the divine standard? What is done is in keeping with the divine standard? 

    JTI think the Angel would mean that; he is under charge; as sent, he is representative. 

    JHBThe Angel does not do the thing himself; those who are ready take it up: they set the pure turban upon his head, and clothed him with garments. Does it suggest that something having been said by the Angel of Jehovah, there is a waiting for persons qualified to take it up, and give effect to it? 

    JTDoes that not work out in Bristol or here. 

    how you clothe the brethren with divine thoughts? If you are speaking with me, and I clothe you with holy thoughts, you are going to take that on. It is a question of how we look at one another, how we clothe the brethren. 

    JHBThere are persons sufficiently in the current of the Lords mind to give effect to something He has said. 

    JTThe Angel brings in the thoughts of heaven, what existed in heaven before. We do not know much about these great dignitaries, but doubtless the Angel would understand. 

    EJMcBIs that not a feature of the assembly, that it is a great vessel on earth answering to the mind of God? In all our care meetings ought we not to remember that we are being observed by these ministers of Gods will, that they might see things moving on earth as in heaven? 

    JTAs we have it in the Lords prayer: Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10. Psalm 78 speaks of the bread of the mighty Psalm 78:25. The Lord Jesus would embody all that here; He is the Food of the mighty. 

    QuesWhere do these clothes come from? Is there the suggestion of a wardrobe? 

    JTYes; we read of a wardrobe-keeper, in the reign of Josiah; 2 Chronicles 34:22. The father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe. Luke 15:22. They knew where it was. 

    QuesAre these festival robes all in view of service? For the Angel goes on to say, If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. 

    JTNow you have another thing. The Angel of Jehovah is protesting unto Joshua. He has been wonderfully served from heaven by those standing by, but now he is put under charge. 

    EJMcBDo we need that? There is much ministry, but what is produced? 

    JTThat is good. There is ministry that clothes the saints with dignity, and reminds them of their heavenly calling, but now there is the protesting. The Angel protests to this man who has been served, and served for a purpose, that is, to rule the house of God, thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. The Angel had been standing by, and others had been standing by. The protest is, If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge. There is to be the walk in fidelity. 

    QuesIs the power of these festival robes to be seen in our movements? 

    JTYes, it is a question of walking in Jehovahs ways  a great thought, that in the midst of a world where bypaths abound, there is the walking in Jehovahs ways. It is a straight path, a highway. This is a question now of what the brother is, not only in the care meetings, but every day. 

    EJMcBIf we moved in the direction of taking account of the brethren as pleasing to God, and promoting peace among them, surely there would be conditions which God would promote among us. 

    RemWe read in Judges that from the days of Shamgar till the time of the prophetess the highways were unused. 

    JTYes, Deborah brought in the highways which had been neglected; until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel, Judges 5:7. She is the one who calls attention to the highways. That brings in the sisters; one of the most dignified titles a sister can have is a mother in Israel. She sat under her own palm-tree; she had acquired victory for herself, and where you get a sister like that you find that the brethren will not be slow to ask a question of her. They came to her to ask her what to do. 

    EJMcBWhat an asset to have a godly person who has really reached victory in her own soul, and is amongst the brethren to be enquired of! 

    JTThis walking in Jehovahs ways is important. 

    JHBWhat is the connection between Jehovahs house and the city? I believe Haggai says much about the house, and little or nothing about Jerusalem, whilst Zechariah speaks far more often of Jerusalem. 

    JTI think the city is a wider thought; it is a place of light, and rule and order. The house brings in affection more. 

    EJMcBWould the city include the great administrative thought of God? 

    JTYes, and the house the affections that belong to it. The house is where Gods affections are known. The city is a wider thought, and secures the house. 

    JHBWould you say that the city aspect of the assembly and its functions would hardly be right unless the house is functioning? 

    JTThe two run together and support one another. The city is the external support of the house. So we come together with things settled. There is nothing unsettled about the city; it is a place of light, rule and order. The house affords room for affections, where we may sit down together in a family sense. There are courts, too; the Angel speaks both of the house and of the courts: Thou shalt also keep my courts. The brethren ought to grasp these great thoughts of the house and the courts. The saints are viewed as forming a circle of affections where Gods love is free to flow out. The rule of the house is necessary to that end, and there is the law of the house, the house being a sphere where love is, where we view each other as brethren, not only as servants. Paul would love to sit down with the brethren, and talk to them, as he did in the epistle to the Philippians, as taking common ground with them. He would love to go over things which are current among us as brethren. Where love is, things can be unfolded and opened up. 

    QuesThe high priest would be able to take up his priestly service Godward? 

    JTYes; and then he would not be like Eli who sat by the doorpost of the temple of Jehovah; there is not much priestly dignity in that. The priests had to stand and be on the alert. A true priest of God was Hannah, and she was praying to God, and Eli said that she was drunk. This scripture is to preclude anything like that; it is to help us to have a right judgment about things. Eli was not able to judge. This priest is to judge Jehovahs house, not like Eli, but like Christ judges it. We need to dwell on this thought of the courts, and the place of privilege we are given. That is a great thing. You say, God has given me this great privilege that I belong to the assembly, and I am privileged to walk with the people of God. I am given that. The more that you get on in the things of God, the more you say, It is all gift. You say, Who am I that I should have a place like this? It is Gods gift. What can be sweeter than the thought that God has given me a place among the brethren here, to walk with them? 

    EJMcBWe may well weigh over with exercise the fact that God has given us this place in these last days. 

    JTThat is the way it works out. I do not flatter myself that I am faithful, and others are not, but I see that God has given me that place. 

    JHBWhilst that is so, would you not say that God gives this place when certain moral conditions exist: If thou shalt walk in my ways, and if thou shalt keep my charge? 

    God does not give the place indiscriminately. 

    AMIs it like following righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart? 2 Timothy 2:22. 

    JTYes. In the prophecy of Ezekiel, in connection with the wonderful measurements in chapters 41 and 42, we get the thought of a walk even in the house itself in the upper storeys  a beautiful thought, suggesting the highest place of privilege, that I can walk with these great personages. J.N.D. speaks in his hymns of walking in those courts with the saints. 

    Nor what is next 
Thy heart Can we forget; 
Thy saints, O Lord, 
with Thee In glory met. (160:8) 
 

    You say, God has given me this place, because the more you are in the sense of heavenly places, the more you feel God has given it to you. 

    EJMcBThen God has put me in this place because this is the thought that He is going to work out with regard to all men. 

    JTQuite so, Heaven is reflected in those who stand by. There are those who stand by. It is a great thing to be prepared to stand by. You may not be able to do much, but you can stand by. Then it speaks of those who are sitting: Hear now, Joshua the high priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before thee. Certain ones are owned now as with him. They are men of portent; they are men to be observed as signs or types. God is setting out something in these men now: for behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branch. Now we are going to get to Christ. God is going to bring in Somebody else: the Branch  a Man who is dependent. For behold, the stone that I have laid before Joshua  upon one stone are seven eyes; behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of this land in one day. 

    He is now moving on to the thought of the land, and in that day they are going to invite every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig-tree. This is going on to the millennial time. How God leads us forward, and covers the whole ground of the truth! How quickly God will bring about His thought  in one day. 

    RemAll this is to be anticipated. 

    JTYes, we always ought to have before us the great prospect of what is coming. The idea of the stone with seven eyes is brought in. The stone suggests permanency. There are seven eyes, and in the next chapter there are seven lamps. The seven eyes would bring in the idea of perception. This stone is before Joshua. I think it is a question in any meeting of things being open; let the Spirit of God open up things. 

    EJMcBThat is what has come to light in the Branch. 

    JTThat is the idea; Christ is brought in in this beautiful way under the figure of the Branch and the stone. The Branch suggests dependence, the stone permanency, and the seven eyes would speak of fulness of perception. All this is leading on to the cleansing of the land. 

    EJMcBThere is power to meet the thing as it is, immediately. 

    JTQuite so. 
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    THE LORDS SERVICE IN A LOCALITY (JT 97)

    Zechariah 3: 1 - 10; Zechariah 4: 1 - 14

    JTI had in mind to treat of these chapters not from an ordinary, prophetic point of view but as containing instructions for us now, namely that the most is to be made of those available in the Lords service in any locality and generally. Joshua and Zerubbabel represent the two great features of help in the testimony, that is priestliness and authority  governorship is particularly applicable to Zerubbabel. The language used would show that while Joshua is styled the high priest there is great discrepancy between him and his office; we are told that he is standing before the angel of the Lord, that is he is qualified for the utmost consideration. Whatever his actual condition, there is hope, and Satan being present to resist him shows that active sympathy is called for and Jehovah undertakes the matter, as we see in verse 2. 

    I thought we might be helped to look at these scriptures in this way as applicable locally and generally, for whether we think of priestly conditions or the authority that is required, we are weak. Authority must be on moral grounds always. Still there is authority as represented in Zerubbabel. 

    PLWould the two thoughts be seen in Hebrews? While the state is weak (babes) the writer addresses the saints as holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling (Hebrews 3: 1); would that answer to the priestly thought in Zechariah? Then would Obey your leaders (chapter 13: 17) be the element that recognises authority in Zerubbabel? 

    JTI think that is good; it helps to open up this section. Conditions were low but still they were such as enabled God to be present, active, not hiding His face from His people and not alienated from them. 

    The position is that the garments of the high priest are not suitable; they are filthy; but he is standing before the angel of the Lord; he is not neglectful; he is alert. Satan understands and is there to resist him. 

    JC-SIs there a sense of obligation in being before the angel of Jehovah? 

    JTWell, in the sense that those who are more responsible among us have more obligations; they have to say to God. The fact that the angel is spoken of first indicates a certain distance, still he is representative of God, of Jehovah; and while there is a sense of obligation among us there is hope. Jehovah comes in and rebukes Satan, for Satan would endeavour to overwhelm us when things are low and blot out what is according to God. 

    AMHDo you regard the filthy garments of Joshua as the state of the people which he feels before God? 

    JTHe is the high priest, so, if this describes him, what must be the state of the people? As the people, we are told, so the priest, Hosea 4: 9. 

    PLWould Samuels respect for feeble Eli illustrate chapter 3, and the way he respects the kingship in relation even to the anointing of Saul illustrate chapter 4? 

    JTThe state of the priesthood was very low. There you have a Hannah to feel things before God which you have not got here, but I think Joshua here excels Eli, he is not sitting on a post or misjudging anybody. Joshua is standing before the angel. Eli misjudged Hannah, the most spiritual person in the community. 

    JFSWould you suggest that with Eli it was more his own personal condition, his own moral state; with Joshua it is more that his garments are suggestive of the people that surrounded him? 

    JTThe people were in a low state in Elis time too. 

    PLEli does feel the situation greatly in regard to the ark and Samuel regards him in that light. 

    JTHe does. Eli recognises the evil conduct of his sons, still his state is very low. He was a fat man, he fell backward and died; he had a certain regard for the ark and there was general rectitude, but he was very feeble spiritually so that he was entirely set aside. Here we are in the most hopeful circumstances, for Jehovah Himself comes to resist the enemy who was seeking to take advantage of the current low state. 

    JC-SDo you think that is illustrated at Corinth in the low moral state, and God rebuking the enemy through Pauls first epistle? 

    JTYes, I think that is right. If God did not come in when things were low among us the case would be hopeless. 

    AMHShould we not charge ourselves with the state we note and carry it upon our spirits so that God might come in? 

    JTI think so. I am sure God has respect to us as seen in the extreme case described in Ezekiel; a mark was set upon the foreheads of those who sighed and cried. 

    AMHThe point is our filthy garments. 

    JTQuite so. It has the general state in mind, God taking account of the uprightness of the high priest standing, not sitting as Eli was, but standing before the angel of the Lord. It is a very great matter; however feeble the general state may be, however much there may be to deplore, if the leading brethren are upright and standing before God about things, the position is hopeful. 

    CCCWould the word to Philadelphia  a little strength  have this in view? 

    JTQuite so. Something is there in the way of power. 

    JC-SIs it encouraging that the rebuke comes from Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem? 

    JTYes, He is not thinking merely of the clothing of the high priest; He has Jerusalem in mind. Today the Lord has the assembly in mind, something of it in any given place. If He is considering for the saints it is that they might come out in that connection. It is a question here of divine choice, so that we are reminded of the high level when it says, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee ! Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?  like, snatching them out of the fire (Jude 23); it is a narrow escape for any of us, but the Lord has done it, taking up what is so weak and making it to stand in holy dignity and suitable garments. 

    PLMost of the epistles emphasise election. 

    JTIt is the only hope; the real foundation to which we revert, the sovereignty of God, is the foundation. He has chosen Jerusalem; it is a question of His choice. Satan may be taking advantage of the people, but however low things may be, God enters into the lists against him directly, a very great matter, and you can always count on that; but I think it is in relation to the attitude of the high priest, standing before the angel, accepting his position and the responsibility of it; a man like this, though conscious of discrepancy, does not give in. 

    PLWould the faithful element in Moses and Caleb and Joshua enter the lists in regard of Satans accusations? 

    JTIt would indeed. The Lord has chosen Jerusalem and He rebukes the devil. The saints are really the hopeful element represented in the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord in the recognition of what is pleasing to Him. 

    JC-SWhen the state is very low and there is danger, saints are apt to retreat from the priest. 

    JTI think there is often a holding back and a complaining attitude. As we see in Deborahs song, when all should have come forward many were holding back, but those who went forward were signalised. 

    JFSWould verse 4 be encouragement for us in the conditions he spoke of, Take away the filthy garments? 

    JTYes, Those that stood before him (verse 4) were addressed. These are priests; they are called to do something and thus we have standing: I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by (verse 7), and sitting: Hear now, O Joshua, the high priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before thee (verse 8), alluding to deliberation; the time has come for that. While there is this matter of filth, indicating the need for washing, it is a time for standing, being on the alert, meaning exercise in the sense of responsibility. Indifference to these things is so objectionable to God. Filth arising repels God from intervening for us, but when the thing is accepted and judged He comes in, and verse 8, I think, implies that we reach a state of things where we have peaceful deliberations and touch the line of the testimony where God is free to bring forward such terms as the Branch and the graving and can refer to the removal of the iniquity of the land. In that day ... shall ye invite every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig-tree; conditions are there of dignity, peace and prosperity suitable to the testimony. 

    PLDo we have the first reference to departing from iniquity in 2 Timothy, and then the places to walk among those that stand by, and then sitting? 

    JTThat is very good. It is remarkable how the New Testament epistles open this up. God takes account of Joshua standing before the angel, and then those that are standing are given something to do in the way of removing the garments. That is a service that can be rendered, and then the word comes to Joshua, See ... I clothe thee with festival-robes, 

    and then in verse 5 we have, Let them set a pure turban upon his head. Evidently others are drawn into this and there is no reluctance in following out the mind of God in whatever way we may apply the thought of the removal of the filthy garments and the putting on of the turban. I suppose it is a matter of our thoughts, the way we clothe such persons. Jehovah says, I clothe thee; God has His part in it. 

    GHCDoes this bring out the value of the priestly element, showing that there are those there who know the mind of God? 

    JTYes, there are those who are prepared in such circumstances to stand before Him and they are available to do something. Things are not allowed to remain dormant; we cannot be restful while such conditions prevail. As we move God moves and we reach verse 7, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge. Verses 6 and 7 bring in priestly responsibility as regards walk and what is required in a priest. We are reaching the ground of confirmation and establishment where it is understood that God is committing something to us and we are given a place on this ground among those that stand by. 

    QuesDoes Those that stand by refer to standing among the saints? 

    JTYes, that is the idea, I think. It says, If thou wilt walk in my ways ... I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by, as if there were such. The Lord never gives up this thought; even in Corinth there were those that stood by. It is more or less abstract but God is intimating on moral lines the kind of persons who are to judge His house and keep His courts; so that we know who is who. 

    PLVessels to honour, serviceable to the Master. 

    JTThat is right. They are marked off. 

    CCCWould what you are saying explain why the priestly side seems to come into view before the authoritative side? Often authority is presented first. 

    JTThat is how the truth stands in Corinthians but the priestly side is concurrent, I think. There were those there who undoubtedly stood before the Lord, and through them the information comes that was required for the divine intervention, and we can understand how they would be regarded as being spiritual; they would be amongst those who stand by. The whole position at Corinth had to be adjusted, for they were in a state of confusion. Elders are not mentioned; we cannot, however, assume that there were not any. 

    S.F. The house of Chloe? 

    JTYes, and Stephanas and others, doubtless. 

    JC-SDo you think the position is sometimes damaged by the priests garments and instead of there being a rally there is a recession? 

    JTYes, a holding back, a complaining attitude, but verses 8 to the end show that God is aiming at a very high level. There is the removal of the filthy garments and festival ones are put on; thus a state of fixity is reached, so that we know how we are. There are those who are standing by, who are on the line of walking in divine ways and keeping the charge. A state of fixity should, I think, be always amongst us. Sometimes it is lost sight of on account of the low state of the saints. 

    RHCWould you explain more clearly what you mean by saying that God would have us know who is who? 

    JTI will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. If God gives a man a place you cannot overlook it, you must observe it. 

    PLWould it be priestly appraisement in place of preferences? 

    JTThat is it. If God gives a man a place, someone is standing by  Jehovah Himself stood by  and if God gives a man a place in that way it is to be observed. 

    AMHIf God gives a man a place it is based on a secret history of walking in His ways and keeping His charge. 

    JTWhat exercises there would be secretly, as you know all the forces of evil against you! God would say, That man is fit to carry out My thoughts, for He has His thoughts in regard to Zion and His house, and if there is a man He can give a place to, then these things go on and the testimony is restored. He desires to get someone to whom He can give a place spiritually, and that is a fixture, God reaching His own thoughts. He has got Zion and Jerusalem and His house in mind and in order to reach His thoughts He must have a man, or men, and He gives them a place among those who stand by. 

    PLYou have that illustrated in Lukes gospel in the Lord saying to the one in the lowest room, Friend, go up higher. 

    JTThat is what is aimed at here. Joshua is to be known as one qualified to judge in the house  thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts. It is not one particular person today, but you see the principle. 

    JFSIs that why the men of portent are brought in in verse 8? 

    JTVerse 8 assumes what precedes in verse 7. Joshua has reached this point and has now got fellows. He rises thus to a type of Christ, who has His companions. What a happy thing that is  brethren in the happy state of companionship sitting in dignity so as to deliberate and take counsel! 

    PLWould you say that in that atmosphere God is free according to the end of verse 8 to bring forth His thought of Christ as the Branch? 

    JTWell, the Branch is the great appellation of Christ, One who is dependent. I suppose the idea of a branch is dependence. If we have reached the position at all this is the only ground on which it can be maintained. And then, further, we have, Behold, the stone that I have laid before Joshua. And now we have the perfection of intelligence  seven eyes  alluding to perception, so that nothing can be carried on in an underhand way; there is power to discern what the conditions are. This stone is laid before Joshua, showing how God is reaching His own thought by this process. 

    PLWould the stone with the seven eyes suggest intelligence in connection with the work of God? 

    JTI think so. Of course it is a foundation if you carry it forward, a tried stone, a sure foundation, but here it is the idea of permanency. We are on the line of permanency and perception. Things cannot be carried on in an underhand or clandestine way among the brethren under these circumstances. 

    AMHDoes the idea of seven Spirits of God which are sent forth into all the earth suggest a very wide area of observation? 

    JTYes; these are the eyes of Jehovah that run to and fro in the whole earth (chapter 4: 10). In chapter 3 it is more restricted to a locality, a permanent state of things and perception. 

    JC-SWhat we spoke of as a fixed idea? 

    JTI think so. I think the stone denotes a state of permanency. 

    JC-SSometimes we are confronted with a difficulty in a city: two or three brothers in prominence having a kind of understanding and things being carried on without the saints being really aware of them. 

    JTWell, I think this chapter is to enable us to reach a state where we have the house in mind  Jerusalem. As soon as you get the house of God you must have all. Whose house are we  it includes all the saints. 

    EBMcCI suppose it would be call those who stand by, not just two or three brothers, but all. 

    JTAll should be in it; the angel of the assembly implies all. What has been said lately as to Corinthians ought to be considered. Where low conditions exist (and we can hardly speak of any other anywhere; it has to be accepted that it is a day of small things; the chapters before us contemplate it), where brokenness is suggested it is better to bring in all the saints, to make each one responsible. That makes room for the Spirit and allows eldership and whatever is of God to have place. The work of God is sure to show itself, and by bringing in all we give a wider sphere for the Spirit, and there is less likelihood for an undercurrent of feeling than if we leave things in the hands of certain ones. 

    JFSWhat about verse 10, every man inviting his neighbour? 

    JTThat is the end to be reached, peace and prosperity. You notice progress. Behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of this land in one day. That means not only that the individual is clear but that the sphere is cleared, the sphere in which the saints are moving and in which God is moving; there is a general state of clearness and a general state of peace and prosperity. 

    JC-STo reach general clearness would involve a process of self-judgment with the saints? 

    JTClearly. So every man invites his neighbour   every man  what a happy state of things it is! You do not select your guests, it is the brother nearest you, your neighbour. 

    GACWould it be right to say that while it applies to all it is only those who are standing by who get the gain of it? 

    JTIt says every man; all the saints are to come into the gain of it; every man invites his neighbour under his vine and fig-tree; a state of peace and prosperity exists, a happy state where we are not afraid of each other. 

    PLAll the brethren salute you. Salute one another with a holy kiss ... . My love be with you all in Christ Jesus is the end of 1 Corinthians. 

    JTWell, quite so. A great change must have come over the assembly at Corinth after God had done His work. He is aiming not only at individuals but at the land, the sphere in which we are, so that all get the gain of it. 

    EHBOn the same line as in the epistle to the Romans where the believer is justified and the accuser checked and then the Spirit comes in and the testimony goes on in liberty. 

    JTWhere we have conditions of peace and prosperity the neighbour is always a test: Love thy neighbour as thyself, Leviticus 19: 18. Zechariah 4 brings out the place the Spirit is to have, for these results can only be maintained by the Spirit; that is chapter 4. 

    EBMcCChrist as the Branch in the midst. 

    JTThat is the thought of dependence which is seen perfectly in Christ. 

    JC-SThe idea of the Branch is carried forward in that way. Gods authority could only be taken up on that line. 

    JTJust so. The Branch is dependent on something, it does not bear fruit of itself  not that Christ personally could not do so, but He takes the dependent place here, and that is our place. So that chapter 4 is occupied with the Spirit, or the results of the Spirit viewed as in their workings, such as priestly service, leadership, or eldership. Authority must be there and these things are only maintained by the Spirit. It is a question of moral power. 

    CCCWould the lampstand all of gold involve the full light of God? 

    JTYes. Now that the assembly or Jerusalem or the house is reached in chapter 3, the lamp would mean that testimony is shining out, the mind of God; He goes the full length of His own thoughts in recovery among us, and I suppose this lamp all of gold represents what is in the mind of God, what He would have on earth in any locality. He would enrich our mind with what is in His mind. We see the element of authority in Zerubbabel, and that is to go through, rising to what it is in Christ. 

    JC-SWe would cling to original ideas in the mind of God. 

    JTYes, that is what all these meetings are for; they are of temple character, that we might come into line with the mind of God, the richness of the mind of God, the lamp all of gold. 

    PLWould this connect with having been asleep (Zechariah 4: 1)? Does it refer to the sleep of the church alluded to in the epistle to the Ephesians, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, Ephesians 5:14? 

    JTYes, they are now on other ground; it is a question of awaking to get the thoughts of God. We have reached them as regards ourselves in chapter 3; now He would enrich us with His own thoughts. Zechariah is awakened out of sleep to something wonderful, and what he sees is a lamp-stand all of gold and the seven lamps and the seven pipes and two olive trees (Zechariah 4: 2, 3). How wonderfully furnished! The thing is set up by God. We have the possibility of light going forth and there is moral authority, for it is largely a question of authority in chapter 4, but the priestly side underlies it. Chapter 4 takes us round to what is in the mind of God. There is light and the means of it in the Spirit and the establishment of these two thoughts, priesthood and governorship. 

    AMHWhy has authority so much place? 

    JTI think it is essential to have authority: the last days require it for we have reached the democratic times of iron and clay, mixture, whereas God would stress pure governorship, authority set out in Christ and reflected in those who can exercise it. The Lord alluded to the man who called his bondmen and gave them, not simply authority, but the authority and they were to continue in it and watch till he came; and that is a matter to be noted. Bondmanship implies moral authority. 

    PLOurselves your bondmen for Jesus sake. Is that authority based on moral worth? 

    JTQuite so. 

    AMHYou are stressing that unless authority is recognised there will not be activity of the Spirit? 

    JTExactly. He maintains that. The word is to Zerubbabel, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts. Eldership or leadership is a spiritual matter. 

    AMHThat would preserve those who have authority from forceful methods. 

    JTQuite so. It is the quiet, steady, resistless power of the Spirit. Hosts appear, mountains rise; what are we going to do? Who art thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel the difficulty disappears, he shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! That is, he is not thinking of himself but of Christ. He will do it with shoutings. 

    AMHIs your thought that there is a solution which magnifies Christ? 

    JTYes. He brings the headstone with shoutings and puts it on. 

    PLIs not this the fruit of conflict? There is continual spoil out of it, too. 

    JTYes, before Zerubbabel, that is a man of this type. We are only taking the moral side, of course. There is great prophetic bearing in this. It is the kind of man that is in mind. It speaks of a state of spiritual leadership, for leadership is not in one exactly; it is a state found there, it is found in all, for the youngest christian should be able to lead someone. 

    CCCSo that authority would have a distinct bearing on the flowing out of light from the lampstand. 

    JTYes. All these things we are speaking of are light, the very doings are light, but it is before him, before Zerubbabel, a very suggestive thing; evil will go down, it melts away in the presence of what is presented here, the mountain becomes a plain. 

    EBBeing in the good of this we are well able to go up, as Caleb and Joshua said. 

    JTThe mountain was there for the ten spies but not for Caleb and Joshua; before them it melted away. 

    FSDoes the headstone imply that the building is going to be finished? 

    JTAnd finished in an ornamental way, with beauty. He shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! 

    GACIs there a moral order in all this, so that a persons house is set in order and then he invites his neighbour? 

    JTThe light is shining and thus the difficulties vanish. Then we have a wider thought brought in in the seven, the spirit of intelligence among the brethren. For who hath despised the day of small things? Yea, they shall rejoice  even those seven, rejoicing in what is current; seven is the perfection of divine intelligence in whomsoever that intelligence may be seen. Wherever you see it you rejoice in what is current in the progress of the testimony and in the way God is reaching His end before the church is removed. We are brought into all that. And shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel: these are the eyes of Jehovah, which run to and fro in the whole earth  a very important matter to discern, to have intelligence, as to how things are on the earth, what is current. So that there is not a thing current upon the earth that is not under the eye of the Lord and it is to be under the eye of the spiritual as well, as these seven allude to spiritual intelligence. 

    PLWould the plummet in that way be like the cross? In relation to everything that transpires on the earth the saints have a judgment about it according to God. 

    JTThat is right. It is the standard by which things are measured. Amos sees a plumb-line; that is the divine standard. And now the final thought first we have seven running through, and then two; that is adequate testimony. The seven eyes of Jehovah running to and fro and then the two sons of oil, that stand before the Lord of the whole earth; so that the full position of the testimony is secured not only locally but universally, and maintained in full growth under the Holy Spirit, all the saints being brought into it energetically while discernment and the authority of Christ are maintained in the assembly. 
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    THE RICHNESS OF DIVINE THOUGHTS IN BLESSING (JT 98)

    Zechariah 3: 1 - 10

    I suppose the duty of the preacher is to make things clear. He can do no more than that-to make the situation from Gods side clear so that it is comprehensible; and not to overlook the conditions on mans side, for they have to be made clear, or rather exposed. 

    Exposed is the best word for that, for the true conditions in this world are not always on the surface. 

    The veneer has to be removed, and I understand that that is the duty of the preacher. God, in His government, allows things to occur which tend to destroy the veil that covers over the actual state of things that exists. It is a very great mercy from God when He allows the actual seething corruption that is below the veneer to break out. In that way people are aided  some of them aroused and awakened from among the dead. There are many sleeping among the dead among Gods people, and these governmental occurrences wake them up, and that is a mercy! Then men generally are aroused, so that it becomes a sort of extremity, which is always an opportunity for God. 

    Now, the conditions under which God carries on His work in our favour, in mans favour, are clearly set out in the passage I have read from Zechariah. 

    God is acting, that is the first thought. I believe that ought to be made clear-becoming Man, and anointed by the Spirit. We are told that Jesus went about doing good, for God was with Him. His good works were the good works of God. God was acting and the actings of God were all in mans favour. 

    Now, if God is acting Satan is acting. This is a fact clearly indicated throughout Scripture; so that Satan always attends gospel meetings, at any rate, 

    meetings that are characterised by any measure of divine grace and power. Satan is always there, we may be sure of that. And so, if God is working with any individual, Satan is active; he soon perceives it. He quickly perceives whether you are growing discontented with things in the world, whether you have begun to pray, perhaps privately it may be, unobserved by any but God Himself, yet observed by the wicked one. He observes a discontented air about you where hitherto you had been satisfied with things, indeed enjoyed things, in the world. If thus as a christian, you are moved a bit by the testimony, by ministry, and God becomes of importance in your mind, you think of God a little, you take Him into your calculations; you begin, in other words, to be godly in some measure, Satan will take in all that, too. In fact, he takes note of every item of the divine work, whatever it is, his great aim being to resist what God is doing. 

    Even if, as we see in the book of Job, the sons of God come up before God, Satan comes too! So you see his incessant activity to resist the work of God. 

    Well now, beloved friends, I want to show you how God, in carrying out His work, has set up an order of things down here which enables Him to carry it on without being disturbed; there is that which represents God down here in the way of power. I hope you have got hold of that. It is in the light of the kingdom that every intelligent preacher stands up; in other words, the preacher is clothed with salvation. 

    He himself is free; he lifts up his head; he has got the helmet of salvation on: that is to say, he is in the light of the kingdom, he knows the kingdom. It is a bulwark here against attacks, so that he carries on his work in the Lords name and is unmolested: the Angel of Jehovah stands by, that is the comfort. 

    One, such as Paul, was not sent out into the gentile world, as it were, alone; there was One who stood by The Lord, he says, stood with me, and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, 2 Timothy 4: 17. He had the helmet of salvation on, the Lord was by, and so Paul carried on his glorious work. He went to Corinth, a town of Greece, and the Lord says, No one shall set upon thee to injure thee, Acts 18: 10. What a stay to him! 

    But what for? He says, I have much people in this city-they must be all secured for Me. Therefore, if a gospel meeting is of any account it secures something for the building, for God is aiming at securing material. So the apostle laboured on under the wing of Christ, and all the power of the empire of that day could not touch him. Even when he stood before the emperor himself, whose mouth was like the mouth of a lion ready to devour him, he says that the Lord stood just there by him at the lions mouth, and the lions mouth was powerless, just as powerless as were the lions in the den with Daniel. The Lord stood just there and delivered Paul. I was delivered, he says, that through me the proclamation might be fully made. The Angel of the Lord is standing by. I would not venture to stand up before you here did I not believe that; I do believe it. I believe, so to say, that the Angel of the Lord is standing by. 

    Now, there may be some Joshua here, who has had a place of dignity, but whose clothes are tattered, whose dignity is lost and has departed from him; in fact he is one who is in the fire; he is in terrible straits! The Angel of the Lord is standing by for your deliverance! It says, He shewed me Joshua the high priest. The sinner is in the eye of God; man, in his dire necessity, is first in the divine mind. Joshua the high priest is seen, it is said, standing before the Angel of Jehovah; so far, so good. Thank God, you have come into the meeting, at any rate. It is of great importance to get souls in under the sound of the gospel. You may have come by invitation, but if you have come out of exercise so much the better. I would remark that there is nothing without exercise, nothing for God without that. To one who has come in to hear the message, under exercise, I say, you are an object for the mind of God; the attention of heaven, in fact, is called to you. Here the prophets attention is called to Joshua, not to the Angel first, but to Joshua. It is Joshua that is before the mind of the Spirit. The next object is the Angel of Jehovah; the Angel of Jehovah is there and Joshua before him. Have you ever been before God? For the Angel is simply God Himself, representatively. It is God with whom we have to do: All things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do, Hebrews 4: 13. Those garments that you are wearing may suit outside, but not under Gods eye. 

    But before I come to that I want to speak a word about Satan. He is the adversary; he too is there, as I was saying, and he is there to resist. Beware! Beware of suggestions whilst you are before God. Satan whispers things to you, for he is there to resist. It is a great encouragement to me that Scripture does not close without giving us full light on the end of Satan. He is but an instrument in the divine hand for the carrying out of Gods government. Such is the greatness of God that His arch-enemy is an instrument for carrying out His government in regard of men on the earth. So you see at the end an angel with a chain-what irony is in that! We read in Scripture of God laughing, He that dwelleth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision, Psalm 2: 4. There are those who would break the bands, the divine limitations which are really a mercy for man, for all divine limitations are simply to restrain lawlessness, Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us!, Psalm 2: 3. But what about the chain that the angel in Revelation 20 has? Satan is bound; then the beast and the false prophet are taken alive. There is no chain needed. Think of the power in the hand of Christ! All the political and military power of the world centred in two men and they are cast alive into the lake of fire; not stricken with death, but taken alive and cast into the lake of fire! Where is the pretence now of breaking the divine bonds, the divine limitations? What derision on the part of God! These two men in all their boastfulness were cast into the lake of fire. In the first verse of that chapter an angel with a great chain comes down from heaven and the arch-enemy of God Himself is bound. He has not merely been marshalling human kings, and potentates, but marshalling the unseen hosts against God and against Christ. But an angel comes, one angel (one angel, you know, scattered 185,000 Assyrians at once; 2 Kings 19: 35), here one only takes that mighty being, the adversary, and chains him. What a testimony to power! Just as one angel sat upon the stone that sealed the tomb of Jesus, as if to dare the power of the empire! What irony, but how encouraging for us who believe in God! What can Satan do with that chain which the angel uses to bind him, to limit him for a thousand years? It is simply a limitation by God, beyond which he cannot go for a thousand years. 

    God allows him at this moment a wider area, although his head is crushed; in fact, his power is annulled for the believer, for faith. He is now allowed down here for the carrying on of the divine government amongst men; that is what Satan does. Nevertheless, beloved friends, his virulent opposition to God is in him; there is no change, his true character is ever-present; he is the adversary. Well now, what I want to point out is that the Lord said unto Satan, Jehovah rebuke thee, O Satan!, and then it says, Yea, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee!. Jerusalem is the great divine centre on earth, I need not remind you; it is that which will presently become the great centre on earth. But our Jerusalem is above; and if God is selecting now, if He is drawing souls out of the fire now, it is for the heavenly Jerusalem, not for the earthly. It is that you and I might shine there. The heavenly Jerusalem is composed of such as you and me, drawn out of the fire, beautified, mitred, clothed with festival robes; such are they that shall inhabit the heavenly city. Hence it is said, Jehovah rebuke thee!. The Angel does not, it is the Lord Himself that rebukes the wicked one. 

    Well, Joshua is there, Satan is rebuked, and the work goes on. It is a happy stage in your soul when it is so, when you have, as before the Angel of the Lord, recognised your true state, for you are shorn of all your dignity. True humility, true self-judgment is to acknowledge that man is shorn of all his dignity, it is all gone! His clothes are tattered, are soiled, unfit. It is a great moment when you arrive at that stage; for the Lord has His eye on you. He has a place for you somewhere; He loves you! He is going to dignify you, He is going to beautify you, He is going to clothe you, and He is going to place you! How wonderful it is to be thus in the divine mind-that the mind of God should be so set on every one of us! It has been so with every Christian here, however little we have accepted it. Even the very initial movements in your soul exercise are taken note of there in heaven; they are the occasion of joy there! You will observe it says, And Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and stood before the Angel. And he spoke and said unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from off him. There are those that stand before you, for God has His own agents through grace down here and they are a great aid. You know that, in the case of Lazarus, the Lord did not take off the grave clothes. There are certain things that God allows those that stand before you to do. Would we were more up to it! The Lord says of Lazarus in John 11, Loose him and let him go. 

    Now, these filthy garments have to be removed. How removed? Their filthiness has to be pointed out; and surely all these righteousnesses of yours are nothing else than filthy rags, as the scripture says. There is an attempt you know at robes; the idea of clothes began in Genesis 3. I have often pointed out that the first device of man was to make clothes, the first invention was clothes-making, making aprons! Many others followed, but this was the first. The law helped on that line, so the Old Testament supposes a wardrobe, a place for clothes; Job of all men had access to such a wardrobe! But what did he have, and what had you got, if you have been clothing yourself out of the wardrobe of the law? Poor tatters they are! It has to be pointed out to us. Thank God for the light! The Lord would use one and another that stand before you to point out the filthiness. All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags, Isaiah 64: 6. It is well to admit it. 

    Now, the Spirit of God addresses the individual; it says (verse 4), And unto him he said .... How precious it is to be spoken to directly! There is the Angel, and Jehovah Himself, and Satan. But here now Jehovah speaks directly to the soul; the Spirit speaks directly to the soul; I do not know exactly how it happens, but there is a direct speaking to the soul. He said, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I clothe thee with festival-robes. Such is the magnitude of the divine proposal! And what a robe it is that God proposes for us! For He has His own wardrobe, as you all know. In Luke there surely was a wardrobe, for the best robe was carefully kept; Bring out the best robe, the father said; and the servants knew where it was. It was as if it were something well known in the house, kept in reserve: how wonderful is the richness of the house! Mark you, presently Joshua was to rule in it! Presently he is to see to it that others are to be robed, and he is to have fellows. But how rich is the house, stored up with clothing! But there is the best one! I do not doubt but what there will be an inferior robe for others in a future dispensation, reserved for them too, and suited to them, suited to their station. It is a wonderful thing to get into your soul the idea of rank. God has the idea of rank or status in His mind. And how rich the best robe! We can dwell on the superlative, when we think of Christ, of the dignity of Jesus, of the life of Jesus, of the walk of Jesus as a Man down here. He was a Man out of heaven, the second man, out of heaven, not that He has come out of it-that is not the point-but He is of it. He belongs to heaven; it is His own place. If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?, John 6: 62. There He is as Man! 

    The Spirit brings in that Man, and clothes you with His worth. There is the testimony of His death, for there could be no clothing without death; God made that clear. The moment that clothing was introduced in Scripture, God made it clear that if there is to be clothing according to Him, it must be through death. Genesis 3 does not speak of the beauty of the clothing; it does not present clothing in the way of adornment; if a person is naked, it is not a question of adornment; it is a question of covering the nakedness. But with Joshua it is more than that; it was not simply a question of covering the prodigals nakedness; it was a question of adornment according to his rank, according to his station. In the mind of God we are called to heaven. He has nothing lower in His thought in the gospel at the present time, and He has laid the basis for that in the death of Christ. So that everything is adjusted down here in your soul through the righteousness of God revealed in the death of Jesus. No one dare point a finger at you; with garments of righteousness you are invulnerable against all attacks. But then you have garments of glory and beauty! 

    Think of that, beloved friends! There is the mitre; it is really a diadem, alluding to the priest, to the dignity that God puts upon us. What is the dignity of the believer? That he is a son of God; that is his dignity! Well, I must not linger on that, although it is most precious. There is a fair mitre put upon his brow. Where is the dignity of this world when compared with that, beloved friends? A fair mitre put upon your brow by the blessed God! You are a companion of Christ! You are a son! Your place is in the house for ever, as it says, The son abides for ever, John 8: 35. 

    I want just to say a word more about Joshua. It goes on to say in verse 5 that the Angel of Jehovah stood by. The protection is there during all this wonderful procedure in regard of Joshua. How restful the soul is as God carries on His blessed work with the believer; the Angel of Jehovah stands by. And then it goes on to say, And the Angel of Jehovah protested unto Joshua, saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts; and I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. Some of you here may think that what I am saying is for the people of God only; but the gospel supposes all these things. If you are taken up at all, you are taken up for the house, and not to be a servant in it, but to be in it in dignity; and you view all the Lords people who are there in the dignity that belongs to them. Joshua is mitred, and he is clothed, and now he is to rule and to order the house of God. Think of the honour put upon us down here! Then He says, I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. You are now among those that are standing by! I love to be amongst those that are standing by; if I am not preaching, at any rate, I am standing by, I am supporting it and protecting it and aiding it in every possible way. God would have His people to be evangelical whether they are preachers or are standing by. You can easily stand by. Joshua is to be privileged to have a walking place amongst such. Such is the order of divine development in connection with the gospel; you are amongst a company. Joshua is to have fellows, or companions, and they are men of portent, they are signs. What are we in this world? Part of it? Going on with it? We are set here to be signs, signifying something. Men to be observed is the rendering here, men to be noted. Such is the divine thought for us, beloved friends! How great is the proposal! 

    Then following after all this great privilege that is accorded to us in connection with the gospel, we are to be caught up into glory, to be received up into glory presently and presented faultless in the presence of it! 

    I cannot proceed further, but I desire to leave it with you, how God, in taking you up, proposes that you should have a place of dignity in the house. How many of us are content with a servile place, afraid to lift up our heads, whereas God would have you with a mitre! One loves to see a company of mitred people, diademed people! It is not now the helmet of salvation, that is, for the outside, to resist attacks. A diadem is not for that. A helmet is for war; a diadem is for dignity! What a company! Heaven will be adorned with mitred people, people dignified after the pattern of Christ! What a glorious proposal! how the Spirit of God would magnify the gospel! The great divine thought of snatching a brand out of the burning, and dignifying him, giving him a place in the house and a place to walk in according to his dignity! Where do you walk? What kind of society do you keep? If you are a christian, if you are snatched out of the fire, where do you walk? Here it is said to Joshua, I will give thee a place to walk among these that stand by. Is that where you walk? Do you find your society amongst those that stand by the testimony of the gospel, those who would stand by and see a soul snatched from the fire? Is that where you walk? That is where you are called to walk; it is your privilege to walk there. You are in the company of the Angel of Jehovah, for He was standing by. What glorious company! We may say it is the Lord Jesus now, for who but He could represent God in His glorious work? Only He! It is not entrusted to angels now; they are sent out as ministering servants to those who shall be heirs of salvation. But Jesus is our Captain: He is the Captain of our salvation. He is the One who stands by us, and if you want to walk amongst these that stand by, you will find yourself walking in company with Him, for He is standing by. 

    Now there is just one more thought in the passage. You will think I am simply giving you an exposition of the passage, but it is not my thought at all. I want to show you how God works, and the development of His work, and how His work leads to completion. What marks the present time is incompleteness; I have not found thy works complete, was said to Sardis. Come on to the end, beloved friend, let God lead you on to the end. And so He brings in the Branch, that is the next point. Christ is brought into evidence now, and what marks the whole scene is dependence on God; dependence on God is the idea of a branch. A branch is dependent. The blessed Lord took that place in grace, He was dependent down here, and now He calls us into that. It was dependence on God that marked Jesus when He was down here. Then you have other wonderful things that I cannot dwell upon, but they are worthy of note. For behold, the stone that I have laid before Joshua  upon one stone are seven eyes; there is every perception now! Things do not pass unnoticed now; alas, so much passes unnoticed! But nothing passes unnoticed by the eye of God, depend upon that! 

    The rims of the wheels of Gods government, we are told, are full of eyes (Ezekiel 1: 18). There is not a thing happening under the sun that is not noted by God, and there is nothing that comforts me more than that; He takes note of everything! But how important that there should be a stone laid before Joshua, laid before this brand plucked out of the fire, and the stone with seven eyes upon it; it is the seven spirits of God, it is the all-seeing discernment of the Spirit. How wonderfully fortified is the position! So that there is watchfulness. 

    Finally, you have the principle of care for others, for the passage goes on to say, In that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, shall ye invite every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig-tree. There is the thought of care. How great the design on the part of the blessed God to take up any one of us, to take up a brand like this which is plucked out of the fire, in His faithfulness, and set him up in relation to all this! Where are you in regard of all this light that God is pleased to vouchsafe to us in these last days? Have you responded to it? You may depend upon it that God is acting governmentally, and He is acting by the Spirit for the deliverance of men at the present time. We must not overlook His governmental dealings. He is taking note of everything, but in the midst of the wheels, you know, there is the figure of a man, and the hand of a man, and above it on the throne there is the appearance of a man. There are all the sympathies of Christ in the government of God. In the midst of the government of God there is the Man; and it all, for the present, is in view of the rescuing of men. Then there is the blessed Spirit operating directly in the Lords people so that you might be brought into all this glory, to all this dignity and blessedness. 

    May the Lord bless His word to each of us! 
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    Zechariah 4

    The fact that Zechariah is waked at the beginning of this chapter as a man that is wakened out of his sleep suggests that what is set forth in this chapter is particularly intended to be understood in a time of awakening. The subject of the chapter is a lamp-stand all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and its seven lamps thereon, seven lamps, and seven pipes to the lamps, which are upon the top thereof; and two olive trees beside it, one on the right of the bowl, and the other on the left of it, verses 2 and 3. The angel explains these figures to Zechariah by saying, This is the word of Jehovah unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts, verse 8. God calls our attention to a wonderful vessel of light, and gives us to understand that it sets forth symbolically a system of things which is suitable to be pervaded by the activity of His Spirit. This striking symbol presents to us the character of the vessel by which, and in which, He would act. It is important for us to consider this carefully. 

    This prophecy was given to encourage those who were building the house of God in a remnant time and in outward weakness. It thus applies specially to our own time. God would say to us, If you want to be builders of My house, you must have this vision before you. He would have us to awake out of sleep to see this vessel of light as a great spiritual reality. There was no such vessel of divine light actually in existence when Zechariah saw this vision. It was something to be apprehended as in the mind of God, which conveyed to Zerubbabel that He had before Him the thought of a vessel of light which should be pervaded by the power of His Spirit. There will be such a vessel in a future day in connection with Israel, but God would have us to see that at the present time His thought is that the assembly should come into evidence as having the features set forth symbolically in Zechariah 4, and He is working to that end. 

    If we think of the assembly as a lamp-stand all of gold we are looking at it according to what it is as the product of the work of God. For example, Paul speaks of believers as they that are according to Spirit, and he says that they mind the things of the Spirit, Romans 8: 5. It is not only that they have the Spirit, but they are according to Spirit; that is the character of the vessel. Again, Paul said, So if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 2 Corinthians 5: 17, 18. John speaks of the saints as born of God. As we think of them thus we do not think of the flesh, or of the human imperfection, but of persons begotten of God, and having a nature directly derived from Him. John says to those to whom he was writing, Ye are of God, children, and have overcome them (the antichrists), because greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world, 1 John 4: 4. As we think of the saints as begotten of God, and having the Spirit, we think of them as all of gold. This is what they really are; neither flesh nor human infirmity can set this aside, though both are present with us as things to be judged, which we require divine grace to overcome. 

    There is much said of the Spirit in Johns gospel, both as given to the individual believer and as given to the saints viewed collectively, but in no case is it suggested that there is any obstructing or incongruous element in the vessel. It is very much on the line of the lamp-stand all of gold. We can contemplate this now as set forth in Scripture, but it is set forth there that we may be exercised to have the spiritual reality of it. Perhaps no statements in Scripture are more attractive than what is said of the Spirit in Johns gospel, but they are also very challenging, and tend to maintain continual exercise that we may be in the gain of them. 

    What we see here, in symbol, is very different from the seven golden lamp-stands of Revelation 1. They are the assemblies as responsible light-bearers, but most of them are seen as failing in their responsibility. The secret of their defection lay in departing from what is set forth in Zechariah 4. Nothing has place in the lamp-stand all of gold but what is divinely wrought; the power of everything connected with it is the Holy Spirit. How soon was this departed from, and what was of man, and of the flesh, took its place! But the recovery of the truth in these last days is to bring the remnant, that is, in principle, all true saints, back to the recognition that flesh profits nothing, and that only what God has wrought has true value, and that the only power to maintain divine light is the Spirit of God. The flow of the Spirit is the great matter for us all to be concerned about. The pipes and tubes in the Scripture before us clearly intimate the thought of a flow. There is no suggestion of a periodical replenishment as in the case of the candlestick in the tabernacle. 

    The olive-trees, the bowl, and the pipes combine to suggest a continuous flow of the Spirit. They speak of conditions by which a continuous flow is maintained. What is put before us here is not the setting up of things as at Pentecost, but a vessel marked by the continuing activity of the Holy Spirit. And this, as it may be known in a day of recovery; Johns gospel has this particularly in view. 

    The bowl upon the top of it gives, too, the idea of a containing vessel. When it is said, Be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18), it implies that the saints of the assembly are a containing vessel for the Spirit. It is a wondrous thought. The prudent virgins of Matthew 25 took oil in their vessels with their torches. It is not enough that there shall be some action of the Spirit at certain times for particular service, but the saints are to be permanently a containing vessel for the Spirit. The Lord said of the Spirit, He abides with you, and shall be in you (John 14: 17), and we read of Gods Spirit dwelling in the saints. God would have each saint to say, I am part of that golden bowl! 

    Then there are seven lamps thereon, seven lamps, and seven pipes to the lamps, which are upon the top thereof. The lamps, though part of the whole system, and deriving from it, are that part which directly sheds forth the light. The actual shedding forth of spiritual light, in view of the service of the house of God, is through certain divinely furnished vessels. The fact that there are seven lamps speaks of the spiritual completeness of the light-giving system, and this is emphasised by the fact that, as the margin suggests, there are seven pipes to each lamp. There is a certain shining of divine light in every manifestation of the Spirit, and, if nothing of flesh came in, the shining of spiritual light through various vessels would blend in a completeness which would be manifestly of God. The gifts of the Spirit in the body, and the gifts set by God in the assembly, and the gifts of the ascended Christ, would all necessarily blend for the diffusion of spiritual light. The disorder which has come in by human infirmity, and by the setting aside of divine order, has thrown things into confusion so that the perfection of the divine system is lost sight of. But the vision of Zechariah 4 is intended to call our attention to things as they are in the mind of God, so that we may return to spiritual thoughts. God provides in His system for the diffusion of spiritual light in a complete way. He shows us in this striking symbol that the lamps are dependent on the flow of oil through the pipes, and the pipes are fed from the bowl, 

    and the bowl is fed from the two olive-trees. The whole system works together as the oil circulates through it, and the light is seen to be dependent upon the continuous flow of the oil. So if spiritual conditions are departed from, the operation of the whole system is interfered with, as it has been even from the days of the apostles. 

    We see at the beginning that there was a company prepared by the personal service of Christ to be the vessel of the Spirit. The saints acquired features under the influence of Christ, as being with Him in the days of His flesh, and in the forty days during which He was with them as risen, which made them suitable for the reception of the Spirit. The work of God was very distinct in them, so that they not only received the Spirit, but they were marked by spirituality, and hence there was no obstruction to the spiritual flow, and the light was undimmed. But very soon, as we may learn from the Acts and the Epistles, there was departure from spirituality and the spiritual flow was impeded and the light waned. Now God is working to bring about a return to spiritual conditions  in a word, to spirituality. It is not enough that we should recognise that the Spirit is here  that this is the Spirits day  but we should be greatly concerned to be spiritual. It is only in spiritual persons that there can be the flow of what is spiritual, and without this the assembly cannot be in any real way the vessel of spiritual light. The Spirit Himself acts in the assembly, but in a general way the service there is through spiritual persons; of course, in the power of the Spirit. So that a return to spirituality is essential if the assembly is really to come into evidence as having the features of the symbol before us in Zechariah 4. 

    I think we may see what answers to this vessel of light in the assembly in Philadelphia, which is evidently the product of divine revival in the closing days of the assembly period. The fact that the Lord had to say, thou hast a little power, shows that He does not contemplate great things outwardly, but it shows that the power that was there was such as He could recognise; that is, it was spiritual and not natural or fleshly power. Keeping His word and not denying His name, and keeping the word of His patience, bring out in a very full way the character of the vessel. In such a vessel there would be nothing to hinder the spiritual flow, or to dim the light. It clearly contemplates a restoration of spirituality in an assembly setting at the end of the assembly period. Philadelphia is marked by watchful care of the word of Christ; they hold in assembly affection what comes out in Johns gospel. Then there is no denial of His name, which covers all that rightly represents Him here. His name is to be borne in testimony here; it is what James calls the excellent name which has been called upon you. A Philadelphian overcomer is consistent with that name, is a true confessor of it; he will not suffer himself to be identified with anything that denies it. And keeping the word of His patience means that we do not want any place in the world until He gets His place. These are the true features of the assembly as the vessel of light. 

    There was a time when it needed to be much stressed that the Spirit of God is here, a divine Person, dwelling in the saints, for this was very feebly apprehended generally. But now that this truth is fairly widely accepted, it becomes necessary to lay stress on the character of the vessel in which spiritual activities can be known. Apart from spirituality in the vessel, there will be no flow of oil to maintain spiritual light. Spiritual manifestations in the assembly depend on the presence there of spiritual men. It has often been noticed that in 1 Corinthians 14, where the subject of spiritual manifestations is dwelt upon at some length, the Spirit is not mentioned. Service in the assembly is not exactly the action of the Spirit but the intelligent service of spiritual men. Ministry is the exercise of gifts conferred by the Spirit, and to be profitable it must be in the power of the Spirit, but the character and measure of the vessel has much to do with it. If the vessel is marked by spirituality, the ministry will be spiritual; divine things will be put together in a spiritual way, and the saints, as taught of God, will discern that it is so, and will profit by it. 

    What the Spirit says to the assemblies (Revelation 2 and 3) is a more general thought; it covers the whole trend of what the Spirit may be calling attention to at any particular time. If I am spiritual I shall discern what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. He said much about justification by faith in Luthers time, but of late He has been speaking about Christ as Head, and about the assembly as the anointed vessel for divine service. No spiritual man would care to be out of the line of what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies today. Any who minister would desire that what they say might harmonise with what the Spirit is saying. 

    As spirituality is maintained there is a suitable vessel for the maintenance of divine light here. The character of the vessel is what is prominent in Zechariah 4, and the seven pipes to each lamp (see margin) suggest very plainly that the gifts, or members of the body that are used publicly for the shedding forth of light, are dependent on the channels of supply which form part of the vessel of light. We are not all lamps as in this symbol, but we can all be pipes through which a spiritual flow is maintained for the furnishing of light. The sisters may have a great place in thus contributing; indeed, if there is no spiritual flow in the sisters the brothers will get on very badly in their more public service. 

    As Zerubbabel gets the encouragement of this wonderful symbol, difficulties give way before him; the mountain becomes a plain (verse 7), and he is assured of ability to finish that of which he had laid the foundation. He shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! This implies that the building is brought to completion in that Christ gets His place as the Headstone. When He gets His place, and is saluted as Head, the saints are brought to conscious identification with Him before God. They are complete, or filled full, in Him; nothing is wanting. Zerubbabel had laid the foundation of the house, and his hands should finish it. The divine thought in this connection is that if we have begun to build we are encouraged to proceed to the completion of what we have begun. I believe that God would have us to reach His complete thought every time when we come together to eat the Lords supper. If Christ gets His place with us as Head, things are, in principle, brought to completion. If the service of praise is according to His place with the Father and with God, and how He praises, there is nothing more to be added. 

    Those who despise the day of small things show that they have never seen things as Zechariah saw them. They have no idea of the greatness of what is before the mind of God, and which He would bring before the minds of His people in a remnant time. Indeed, it is clear that they do not see things as the eyes of Jehovah see them. For we read, Yea, they shall rejoice, even those seven, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel these are the eyes of Jehovah, which run to and fro in the whole earth, verse 10. The eyes of Jehovah rejoice when they see the plummet in the hand of any builder today. Such a one has the thought of building according to the truth, of having things to correspond with the divine mind. We should bring everything to the test of the plummet. This will lead to the rejection of much that is commendable, and even imposing in the eyes of men, but there will be something which will cause the eyes of Jehovah to rejoice. 

    It was very comely that Zechariah, as a young man, should ask questions about what he saw. He is a model in this for all young brothers. Our readings would be much more interesting and helpful if exercised young brothers were more free to ask questions. Zechariah was particularly concerned about the two olive trees which he had seen; he asked twice about them. He seemed to realise what a vital part they played in relation to the symbolical vessel of light. The two witnesses of Revelation 11 are expressly said to be the two olive-trees and the two lamps which stand before the Lord of the earth. They are viewed there as in the place of public testimony, so that we read of two lamps. But they are seen in Zechariah 4 as furnishing what would maintain spiritual light in the temple. They are called sons of oil, and the oil which they yield is called gold in verse 12. This figure suggests that, by the grace of the Lord, there may be found conditions among His people which may become sources of spiritual supply. If this figure applied in any way to Zerubbabel and Joshua, as it probably did, it would refer to royal and priestly features, which, as excluding what is of the flesh and bringing in what is of God, become sources of spiritual supply. It is remarkable how all the figures connected with this vessel of light seem to be intended to emphasise spiritual conditions. While the underlying thought is that power is by Gods Spirit, what is made prominent is that spiritual conditions are present which are in every way favourable to the free flow of what is of God. This is particularly needful for consideration for us today. 
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    ZECHARIAH 4 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 4: 1 - 14

    CACWe have been speaking of the encouragement there is to the remnant to go on building. 

    Ques. In what way? 

    CACThere is encouragement in the part the Spirit has in this chapter. I wondered whether the way He is presented in this chapter might go with Johns gospel. There is no thought of imperfection in the vessel in Johns gospel. I wondered if that would answer to the pure gold. 

    QuesYou mean in the testimony of the Lord? 

    CACYes. It is a vessel of light which is characterised by perfection. The number seven occurs, and pure gold. In John the Spirit is viewed as dwelling in a vessel that does not at all obscure the light. Things are presented here to see how much we are able to profit by. It is an abstract view in John. It is brought in as if suitable in remnant times, as in John. 

    QuesWould you give us references in John showing what you mean? 

    CACEvery reference to the Spirit involves that the vessel does not hinder it. John 4: 14, The water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. And John 7: 38, Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. So these things are very exercising  these references to the Spirit are more exercising than in any other scripture. 

    RemIf unhindered, the Spirit will rise up to eternal life. 

    CACSo every reference in John is very challenging. 

    QuesIs it a question of what you see? 

    CACYes, it determines your exercises and prayers. 

    RemZechariah was wakened up. 

    CACI think we are all very much in that position. We all have experienced an awakening. If the Spirit were left out there would not be much there. We are in the time of the Spirit. The Spirit of God had us in mind in inditing this chapter. 

    QuesWould the exercise be how far we see the movements of divine Persons? 

    CACYes, and that we see the character of the times. The Angel speaks about eleven times in these chapters. Zechariah is a man receiving communications from heaven. It is not denied to us. 

    QuesWhat is the lamp-stand? 

    CACThe lamp-stand represents a vessel of divine light. It is different from the lamps in Revelation 2 and 3. There was much there to dim the light. 

    RemThat is why you connected it with Johns gospel. 

    CACYes. 

    RemAs the Father sent me forth, I also send you. John regards the abstract view. So you would not despise a day of small things. 

    CACThe olive-trees, the bowl, the pipes, etc. all raise the exercise as to what part in this wonderful vessel we are prepared to take. 

    QuesIn Lukes gospel they awoke and saw His glory and with Him two men, Moses and Elias. Would that be the glory of the lamp-stand and the two sons of oil standing with it  in that setting, what the prophet sees? 

    CACNothing is of value without the Spirit. The bowl is a containing vessel. The assembly in John 14 - John 17 is a wonderful containing vessel for the Spirit. 

    RemAlso in early Acts where they were of one accord in one place. 

    CACThe thought of flow runs right through in this figure  a continuous flow, a very beautiful thought in connection with the Spirit. We have not to do with the initial pouring out of the Spirit, we are too late for that. We come in now for the flow of the Spirit. 

    RemThe supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. It is what we need. 

    CACWe would look for this flow of the Spirit specially in our morning meetings. There is no thought here of lamps being trimmed or replenished. It is a continuous flow. 

    QuesWhat is implied in the two olive-trees, would it be John 7? 

    CACWell, that is a kindred thought. The assembly is a self-contained unit here. In every part there is the flow of the Spirit. We ought to have holy aspirations in regard of this, that there might be more flow of the Spirit when we are together. The flow depended on the maintenance of the testimony. This chapter directly links with Revelation 11. Faithfulness in testimony is the source from whence the Spirit flows among the brethren. 

    RemThree chapters in John are to furnish the saints for maintaining the testimony. He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you, and other quotations. 

    CACWe should not use stock phrases or get into ruts in our expressions, even relating to divine Persons, if in the flow of the Spirit. There would be a fresh presentation in words not before used, for the Spirit knows a great deal more than there is in the Bible. 

    QuesWould the seven pipes to the lamps speak of abundance of supply? 

    CACThe seven pipes and seven lamps would speak of completion and the spiritual perfection that marks it. Oh, we need more exercise as to this flow! In Scripture we have what is adequate, though John says, Not even the world itself would contain the books written. The Spirit knows every one of them. We could go outside of scriptural expressions; I think that is the flow of the Spirit. It does not need the Spirit to quote Scripture. But what is said must accord with the Scriptures. They are the divinely appointed boundary. There will be an immense deal more in the holy city than what is put in the Bible! The Spirit searcheth all things, even the depths of God. The depths of God, that is far greater than Scripture. It is a wonderful mediatorial service of the Spirit. 

    QuesIs that why things are left unexplained, for instance in Colossians 3: 1, Those things which are above are not enumerated? We might think we knew them. 

    CACThe house of God must be great enough to contain all that is in the mind of God as far as it can be known to creatures  those are its dimensions. The building in remnant times was exactly three times larger than in Solomons time. You may have things in greater spiritual reality now than when they were first committed to men. They had no right to talk about a day of small things. All God says of it is to magnify it. We ought to have the idea of finishing the house on Lords Day morning. Zechariah begins and he finishes, and Gods thought is that everyone who begins finishes it. I think it is builded and finished every Lords Day morning. When the Headstone comes in it is finished  when Christ comes in as Head. We should come to the thought that we are complete in Him  filled full in Him. We have reached the headship of Christ, and there is nothing more. Not one generation passed before the whole thing was lost as held in responsibility, but Gods acting in mercy may give greater things than when left to responsibility. His hands shall finish it refers to anyone. He has not properly begun if he has not finished! 

    RemSo in Matthew it is, And behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age. 

    CACThe vessel of light refers to all that was in the mind of God at the moment. 

    RemJesus the leader and completer of faith. 

    CACVery good. In Revelation we get, I have not found thy works complete before my God. The works are incomplete, and God does not like it. 

    RemWe sing sometimes, Eternitys begun. 

    CACThat is the completion. You touch in affection all that is in the mind of God  you complete it. God does not like it if we do not. We should move on more steadily in the service, with a steady, not a fluctuating flow, if we gave more room for the Spirit. 

    RemWith Moses and Elias, Moses did the inaugurating, 

    and it was finished by Elijah, who recovers the people to the true God and His service. 

    CACFrom that point of view we are in the days of Elias. 

    QuesWhat is the great mountain? 

    CACAnything that stands in the way of Gods people reaching His thought  slowness within or opposition without. Nothing can stand against a company in the flow of the Spirit. We can be very orthodox and have read all the brethrens books and be knocked over in a moment. 

    RemHe shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! 

    CACIt is our privilege to salute Him as Head  otherwise we are not properly under His headship. Then we can go on. He can lead us to the Father. 

    Grace is the most comprehensive thing in the universe, reaching down to a poor sinner and ending in glory, embracing all on the way. After being saluted as Head, the Lord would lead us on. 

    RemHe is on our side Godward. 

    CACYes. Zechariah represents the royal element in the saints that will maintain all that is due to God (he was a prince of the house of David), as Joshua represents the priestly element. The sons of oil would come into action as saints are able to take up kingly and priestly state. Zerubbabel is the responsible builder and he had the plummet. All must stand its test. In everything connected with the assembly, order has to be maintained. The sons of oil bring in the supply. The principle of faithfulness is of great importance, because that is the outside place. If the witness position is right, we shall become sources of the oil supply when we come together. 

    QuesThey would work together, would they not  acting and re-acting? 

    CACNothing is more interesting than to see the relation between Revelation 11 and Zechariah 4. In Revelation 11 the temple, the altar and the worshippers are measured, though not a single stone is put down actually. All is thus secured spiritually  it is measured  very much as it is today. The two witnesses are outside, in sackcloth, showing this witness goes on with the setting up of the temple. These things are a great exercise to me. There is a great realm of spiritual blessedness that I have not made my own yet. 

    RemThat is rather discouraging to us who feel you know most about it. 

    CACYou do not call that discouraging. The object of our reading is to see things according to God. So we pray on that line. 

    What goes on in the world is controlled so as to be favourable to the building of the house. A clergyman said recently: We hope the war will not stop; we never knew so much movement in the souls of men before. I would not like to go back to Pentecost. What had they? They had Peters ministry, but they had not Pauls and they had not Johns. In the vessel of light the Spirit is viewed in the wonder of His operating whether I know it or not. This is to come out in our building of the house. 

    QuesWhat part have the sisters in it? 

    CACPerhaps they do most of the building. The flow of the Spirit is not confined to ministry. The sisters can cherish the great divine thoughts better than the brothers. Their prayers are serviceable, and as they talk together they can add impressions that all enter into the building. 

    This is a wonderful chapter as giving us the spiritual side. What the devil does is given in chapter 5, and we are to take account of that too. 
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    ZECHARIAH 4 AND 5 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 4: 1 - 14; Zechariah 5: 1 - 11

    CACWe should see the force of what comes out in chapter 5, if we see its connection with chapter 4, in which we get the thought of a vessel of light connected publicly with what is said to flow through it. The lamp is said to be gold, and the oil is said to be gold too. Have we sufficiently apprehended the lamp as a suitable vessel for the Spirit? At the beginning there were those who companied with the Lord, who were formed in features corresponding to Him, so that there was no disparity in them as they received the Spirit. The Lord companied with them as risen. So they are persons who do not put any difficulty or obstruction in the way of the Spirit. I think we should pay serious attention to this. 

    QuesWould you think neglect of this would hinder our meetings? 

    CACI think chapter 5 is the enemys work to counteract all in this vessel to contain light. The vessel is divine workmanship and so suitable for a spiritual flow. 

    QuesWould that ensure that all that passes through would be gold? 

    CACYes, I think so. But, if the expression may be allowed, we think too much of the action of the Spirit in the assembly. I am not sure that we should look for that. The assembly is a circle or sphere that is marked by the action of spiritual persons. 

    QuesDo we seek to take account of the Spirit apart from condition in the saints? 

    CACWhat is of the Spirit is in a vessel, so it is not exactly the action of the Spirit, but of spiritual men. So we get no mention of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 13 and 14, chapters which have to do with the character of the vessel. So it is the vessel that comes into evidence in all ministry; it is not the Spirit speaking. The gifts speak according to their own measure, and it is for the saints to say how much they say is of the Spirit. Ministry is the service of spiritual persons, and what is to be said is to be said intelligently. 

    Zechariah 4 is one of the most important chapters in the Old Testament. It suggests a spiritual flow through a vessel. Three nice young men once told me that the reason why they had not opened their mouths was because they had never felt led by the Spirit. The enemy had succeeded in keeping them bound for years. 

    RemPaul refers to the Spirit speaking expressly. 

    CACThat would be a sovereign action of the Spirit speaking directly, and in Acts where He said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul, it was as a divine Person speaking. 

    QuesWould you distinguish for us between chapters 12 and 14 of 1 Corinthians? 

    CACThe manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man. It is the man who has the gift of faith, the word of wisdom, etc. A qualification is bestowed by the Spirit, but the person acts, and is spiritually suitable to act. The vessel of light is suitable. We want more spirituality. The spirituality of a meeting does not count only on the presence of the Spirit, but it is a question whether under the hand of the Lord I have been fashioned so as to be a suitable vessel. 

    QuesHow would you explain the Spirit speaking to the assemblies today? 

    CACWhat the Spirit is saying to the assemblies today is a general thought without reference to persons  the whole vein and trend of what He is saying today. I do not think of persons. 

    RemIt is said to the spiritual. 

    CACYes. If I do not harmonise with what the Spirit says, I am out of tune and not qualified to serve. It is present and not past ministry. We are thrown back on spirituality. A carnal man could not tell what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. We come together as spiritual persons to take up these things, we know what we are about. We have to act when we come together. The lamp in Zechariah 4 is clearly the vessel of light as it is known in a day of great weakness. They had stopped building, and this vision is used to encourage them to go on. It is peculiarly adapted to remnant times. If we want to get this lamp in the New Testament we get it in what is presented to the angel of Philadelphia. It is a revival of spirituality; it is restored in Philadelphia and we want to be in it. I hope every man, woman and child here wants to be in it. There is a company in Philadelphia with a little power, keeping His word and not denying His Name; that is, having every feature of true spirituality. There is nothing else in Scripture exactly like this, giving perfection in a self-contained vessel, having all its sources of supply within itself. It is a more beautiful figure of spiritual flow than in any scripture. 

    RemYou make me feel glad not to be in the days of Pentecost! 

    CACI would like to make you feel glad that way! I have found Pentecost Christians lamentably lacking in everything of value. 

    Rem1 Corinthians 13 has been likened to the oil by which chapter 14 has been carried out. 

    CACYes, but it must be carried out in vessels. These pipes are very interesting as representing flow. There is a volume of light in freedom. Keeping His word would be John held in assembly affection. Think of His word being kept by persons like you and me! It means all that is expressed in Christ in John is held in spiritual affections in the assembly. 

    QuesAre these two representative men at the end of the chapter standing in contrast to the two women in chapter 5? There is dignity with them, they are sons of oil. 

    CACThere are various aspects here. One aspect is that saints can be sources of flow. Then there is a containing vessel, and then the seven pipes to each lamp. The sisters are not excluded from this. They are welcome to supply me with oil! Fancy seven sisters contributing their grace, etc., to help a brother. Each lamp depended on the seven tubes. The lamp is what is done publicly. 

    RemIt shines before the Lord of the whole earth. Ye are the light of the world, the Lord said. 

    RemIs that not the whole bearing? These trees are competent to become sources of oil. 

    RemBelieve in the light, that ye may become sons of light. 

    CACThere is to be no misrepresentation, no looking to take a place on earth before He does. What a vessel of light! The Lord sets it before us as His representation of each local assembly. 

    QuesAre we to regard it as a grand possibility? 

    CACCertainly! It would not otherwise have been given, though we may have a good deal of exercise to go through for it. 

    Chapter 5 is Satans answer to all God is doing. The mystery of lawlessness is Satans answer to Gods mystery. 

    RemSay a word as to the flying roll. 

    CACThese are features that have come to light in Israel and more distinctly in the christian profession  stealing and swearing falsely. I think christendom is marked by stealing what does not belong to it. There is not a christian truth that has not been taken up by the natural man  it is all stolen goods  the thought of being a Christian, of God, of the church, words and forms that only belong to the house of God. But Gods judgment is on it all. What is not the product of Gods work is all stolen by natural men. We should be very watchful that we are not trading in stolen goods. If I assume to be very spiritual and I am not, I am a thief. There are those that say, Lord, Lord, and he says, I do not know you whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. It is all stolen goods. God is going to bring it all under judgment. We must come honestly by what we have spiritually through exercise with God, or it will only end in condemnation. Like the Philistines, it is a real danger. God hates stolen goods. Swearing falsely in His name is connecting His name with what is not right. It is connected with a thousand things He hates. 

    RemWe may get hardened ourselves as to all that goes on around. 

    CACThe mystery of lawlessness, the woman, is put in the ephah, which is a measure. The element of lawlessness is working, but it is restricted. The great rebellion against God takes place even now (cf. Thessalonians). While we do not exactly feed on this, it is most important that we should know what is going on. The whole clerical system is connected with His name and He hates it. Taking His name in vain is connecting it with what is not true. 

    QuesWhat is the meaning of the measurement of the roll? 

    CACI must confess I have no light as to the size of the roll, but no doubt it signifies something. 

    RemIt says, Speak truth every one with his neighbour. 

    CACWe do not say, I am pleased to see you, without really feeling it. 

    We do not see the woman judged, she is reserved for a place in the land of Shinar, so we shall not see the mystery of lawlessness judged while the church is here. It will head up in the antichrist, the beast and the false prophet, and will be judged. It is seen here as reserved for judgment, and limited. What a comfort to see the woman put in the ephah, and the lid put on top of her. So the lawlessness now in the world is strictly limited and under judgment. It will come to a full head in its own place and it will be judged there. As long as government is maintained by God in the world there will be a check on what is lawless. The greatest check is the assembly as the vessel of the Spirit. This vessel is seen in Zechariah 4, a vessel marked by obedience. So long as it is here maintaining the principle of obedience, so long the principle of lawlessness cannot prevail. It is the greatest barrier to the anti christian forces of today  not the aeroplanes, tanks and guns. 

    Under government, if you are so lawless as to murder, you will be punished, but the greatest moral restraint is the assembly marked by the meekness and gentleness of Christ  that is the greatest barrier. Satan knows it if we do not. It is most instructive to see these two chapters together. So we want to go on with the vessel of light, do we not? 
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    ZECHARIAH 4 (JND 38)

    Zechariah 4

    This chapter appears to me to represent, as far as any partial thing fulfils it, the perfection of the Jewish system or ministration of God with him in that day, as in the hands of Christ Himself. There was one candlestick, the pure bearer of Gods light in its perfect, God-formed order. There was the perfect supply of ministering grace from the double witness of divine grace and presence  spiritual grace, and existing power  priesthood, and royalty. In Revelation, the witness of these things is kept up, in disorder, which is the force of the distinction of that passage, also shall then the eyes of the Lord, the energy of His judging power, pass through the whole earth, not the Spirit, nor the providential power of empire; compare Revelation 5:6, and ante, 1: 8, and post 6; compare also the office of Joshua, in which they, the Jews as a Remnant, are personally represented. The iniquity is removed, and the righteous brotherhood introduced. Here, in the royalty of Christ, the full building of the house is, and I think it involves and must include the gathering of all unto Him, for He could not dispensatively set the earth right in sovereign power, until the source of all order and power, the heavenlies, were set right. But, as regards the nation, etc., below, the priestly office must be exercised towards them before the scene of order is exercised thereon below in the hands of Zerubbabel. 

  

  
    SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT (JT 28)
    

    
    
  
  
    SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT (JT 28)

    Zechariah 4

    JTNo doubt most of us know that Zechariah, as well as Haggai, helped the builders on the return from the captivity. Zechariah is thus, while a prophet, representative also of the Christian in a practical way  one who could not only convey the mind of God, but show how to apply it. 

    This chapter deals with the Spirit in His activities, in our own time  a day of small things. As a man that is wakened out of his sleep Most of us will, no doubt, discern that this has a present application, for most of us are as persons wakened out of sleep in order to see what God has here to carry on and maintain His testimony. As wakened, and seeing what God has, we turn away from mans machinery for the carrying on of the work of God. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by practical? 

    JTYou will remember it is said of Zechariah and Haggai that they helped; see Ezra 5:1,2. They prophesied to the Jews, and then we read they began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem, and with them were the prophets of God helping them. They were with the builders and helped the builders. They went forward and participated in the practical side for the service of God. 

    It will be observed that, in the New Testament, the foundation is said to be that of the apostles and prophets. The Lord Jesus said that He would build on a certain foundation; but when we come to the epistles, the foundation is by the apostles and prophets. At Corinth, Paul said that, as a wise architect, he had laid the foundation there, and every one was to take care how he builded on that; that is the practical side. The lampstand in this chapter was all of gold; it was not what was of man. There is much laid under tribute now nominally to carry on the work of God that is not of gold, but the very opposite, so that Christians, as waked out of sleep, need to see that the work of God must be carried on by means divinely provided. Indeed, it is as of God ourselves that we are to have part in it; as John says, We are of God 1 John 4:6 and elsewhere, Paul says, of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God 1 Corinthians 1:30 That is a matter of light for us, and as beginning with it, our safety lies in disallowing all that is contrary to it. It is better to have a little that is genuine than much that is adulterated. I suppose there was much going on at Corinth that would be otherwise, inasmuch as there were leaders of parties there with their partisans, and that would open the door for material described as wood, hay, stubble which would not stand the divine test. Although they had written to the apostle Paul about several things that exercised them, they omitted the things that stood in the way of their prosperity, and these were local division, and party feeling. They did not write to him about these. But that is the first thing he mentions in writing his letter, when he comes to criticism of what there was at Corinth. Hence the work of God was necessarily hampered there, and the door opened for extraneous material; so the apostle calls attention to the divine test that should apply. Anything that could not stand that would be burned up. Having gone over the ground thus, he wishes them to know that they are not to let their hands hang down, notwithstanding all that; they were to labour, and their labour would not be in vain in the Lord; 1 Corinthians 15:58. Labour otherwise is sure to be in vain. Gold, silver, precious stones 1 Corinthians 3:12 represent the good material. 

    QuesWhat relation has the gold to the golden lamps here? 

    JTGold usually alludes to what is wholly of God, particularly righteousness. In Scripture it is, in general, a type of what is of God. 

    RemIt seems connected with the oil here. 

    JTYes, with the oil and the olive trees, so that the things of God may be maintained independently of what is of man. If we think of the candlestick  the lampstand  it must, in our own dispensation, allude to the saints as of the assembly, and we have to take it up in that way  that all is of God. The foundation is laid stress upon in Corinthians, but every one is to take heed how he builds. 

    In 2 Chronicles 3:3 we have Solomons foundation. We have to understand what Solomons foundation is. He began to build on mount Moriah, which means shown by Jehovah It is not something that man arrives at by study, but by being shown. In Matthew 16 the thing was shown. Peter says, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God Matthew 16:16 Jesus answered, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens Matthew 16:17 God Himself indicated the thing. That is the general idea underlying the foundation; the site is shown. We have Solomons foundation and the measurements of it. In Matthew it is the Christ, the Son of the living God  Peters confession; but in the epistles it is what the apostles have done. There has been practical work, so that in Ephesians it is the foundation of the apostles and prophets. In Corinthians, the foundation was laid by Paul. It is more than being shown now; when the foundation is laid, you have something concrete for God. At Corinth it took the form of Jesus Christ I think Solomons foundation is the general thought, like Matthew 16, but local conditions would bring out certain features of it, so that what the apostle stresses at Corinth is that it was Jesus Christ. Referring to his actual preaching he says, The Son of God that was preached 

    The prophet here is a sort of type; he says, And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep I think that is an allusion to the time in which there is an awakening; it does not refer to the beginning of things. It supposes a lapse: they all slumbered and slept Matthew 25:5 Then there is an awakening, which leads us to see what God has. Man has built up much, but what we see now is the means that God has of doing things. If we are wakened, it is to see what God has; it is not that the candlestick is restored, for we hear nothing of it after Ephesus; Revelation 2. No doubt it was lost in Thyatira; the Lord does not put on the remnant there the burden of maintaining the public testimony; but no one who loves the Lord would want to stay there; he would go back to the beginning, to see what the vessel was that God used to disperse the light, and he would desire to walk in the light of it, though not pretending to be it. 

    Although a day of small things, the divine thought was still effective; Zerubbabel had laid the foundation, and he should finish the house. The work is all one piece. Now the point is the finish. It is the same hand that lays the foundation that lays the headstone, crying, Grace, grace unto it That is very encouraging, because the finish is going to be with victory. 

    God has His own way of wakening people. We have been as persons who have been asleep. The sight had been lost of what God had, and what is of man was set up instead. The Reformation called attention to much, but one wonders whether the candlestick was seen then, whether the idea was laid hold of. It may have been, but men did not act on it. In a later day the awakening was to that, and particularly to the Spirit. God has the same means for carrying on His work that He had at the beginning. It gives it a dignity in our minds when we see that we are labouring at the same thing that the Lord and the apostles laboured at. 

    Zerubbabel is a type of the Lord. He is like the Lord in His authority; he is the governor. You find him in Haggai specially referred to as the governor. The Lord, who is the governor of the universe and the upholder of it, is content to be governor to such small things. He is King of kings and Lord of lords, but in the meantime He is content to be governing a few of us. The governor and the priest go together. Who hath despised the day of small things? The Lord has not; He is content to be the governor of a few feeble people who have no place in this world. Each of us has to be submissive to the governor. He is the priest on His throne; He has authority, but He is sympathetic. 

    QuesWhat is the objective in the work? 

    JTThe topstone, I think. He shall bring forth the head-stone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it That is the end in view. Then in verse 9 it says, the hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; and his hands shall finish it It is a great thing to see that we are at the finish, and that it is to be in accord with the beginning. It lies in the Spirit; the quality is the same; the supply of oil is not going to run out; we have the unlimitedness of it. The setting of these two books is in Ezra and Nehemiah; these were the circumstances in which Haggai and Zechariah ministered. 

    There are things brought to our attention that we do not understand. Understanding is more a faculty than something acquired in the way of knowledge, so it says, The Lord will give thee understanding in all things 2 Timothy 2:7 The understanding comes after the thing is presented to us objectively. As you are awake, the Christ shines upon you, and you have understanding. We read in Proverbs, Through wisdom is a house built That is the general principle. By understanding it is established Proverbs 24:3 you see how the thing is carried out; and by knowledge are the chambers filled with all precious and pleasant substance Proverbs 24:4 In Luke 24 the Lord opened their understanding, in order that they should see that all the Scriptures were centred in Him. 

    If we had heard the apostles ministering when they laid the foundation, we would have been impressed by grace. Take any of the sermons in Acts, beginning at chapter 2. Acts gives us the manner of apostolic service. We see, therefore, how grace marked their ministry, and we want to be so characterised now. It is a day of small things; there is no promise that there will be anything else; but they are to be small things of quality  that is the idea. The Lord is much more concerned about that than about volume. At Corinth the danger was bringing in big things. A cartload of hay is not worth very much; you might buy it for a sovereign or two. Many attach great importance to quantity; but if you set a match to the hay, where is it? With gold it is not a question of quantity, but quality. The gold of that land is good Genesis 2:12 You may depend upon it that, as at Corinth, where party spirit is rife, there must be quantity to justify it. As party spirit is rife, there is much made of what is going on. In Christendom they have to make a showing, hence there is room for wood, hay, stubble. These things do not stand the test. You see quantity everywhere  huge buildings, large numbers of people, show of every kind. You may bring that nearer home; but it is a question of show. The secret of it is party feeling  sects. But God shows you what things mean. The prophet says, What are these, my lord? That is the kind of man who will get instruction. You want to find out how things work. The angel says, Knowest thou not what these are? That is a challenge. Why are you ignorant? It is a wholesome thing to be challenged like that. What you see in the prophet is that the angel is talking with him. That is another beautiful thought in this book; the angel is talking with him; it is a mutual thing. There is no official dignity about the angel, so that the prophet is free to ask questions. That is the difference between the clerical system and the mutual system. The assembly is based on mutual relations, whereas human religion is almost invariably hierarchical. It is those who raise the question who get the answer. I think that things which the Lord graciously accords to us are on that line  the very opposite of the hierarchical system. The ground is mutual. There is room for what the Lord would give, but the ground is mutual. He talked with me In Acts 20, after the Lords supper, the apostle conversed with the brethren. We may be sure that there was much inquiry and much light. Inquiry brings out the understanding  the knowledge of the working of the thing. And I said, No, my lord It is a good thing to be able to say that you do not know; that is the secret of getting knowledge. 

    Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts Now we have come to something very specific; it has to do with the builder of the assembly; then it would work out in a practical way in those who would be building. That brings in another matter, and that is, the idea of representation  that whilst we may have part in the building, the building is the Lords, and thus the word is for all who are actively engaged in building. The building is the Lords, and the work is carried on by the Spirit of God. You want to do everything that you are doing by the Spirit of God. If you are visiting a saint, preaching the Word, attending a Bible reading  you are to be exercised to do it by the Spirit of God. The prophets of God were helping the builders. Things were very small, the difficulties very great, but they went on building. 

    We want to have the conscious knowledge of things. When the Lord was twelve years old, His mother went a days journey and did not know that He was not in the company. She was theoretical; it was mere theory with her; there was no idea of consciousness. We talk much about the Lord coming to us; but is it mere theory, or is it consciousness? They travelled the whole day, and thought He was with them. That is the state of many gatherings. The Lord may not be there, and yet they talk about Him as if He were there. These prophets  Zechariah and Haggai  were practical men. 

    In the minor prophets we are reminded of the resources of God. Our eyes are opened, as were the eyes of Elijahs servant, to see how many are on our side. That is a sort of background. We are going on with small things, because that is the government of God on account of the failure of the public vessel; we may as well accept it; the Lord accepts it, and has continued to be our governor notwithstanding. The government shall be upon his shoulder Isaiah 9:6  that is, of everything; not of a few of us. Thou hast a little power Revelation 3:8 It is the same kind of power they had at the beginning. Note how the Lord keeps the assembly in His mind. The remnant in Philadelphia represents His mind as to the assembly. The terms indicate that it is the assembly He has in His mind. 

    In verse 10 there is another thing: They shall rejoice ... and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven Now that is a very solemn matter, because the plummet would mean that everything will have to be regulated by what He has in His hand. Those seven would allude to the eyes of the Lord. In the presence of the Holy Spirit on earth, there is intimate divine knowledge. Of course, God knows everything, being God; nevertheless He assures us that by the presence of the Spirit He has first-hand knowledge of everything that exists on earth. When men built the tower of Babel, God came down to see what they had built; so too He came down to Sodom. Now in connection with the presence of the Holy Spirit He has come down and has first-hand knowledge of everything. The plummet is the standard whereby everything is to be tested. That is a very serious consideration, because He has not changed His mind one iota from the day of Pentecost to the present time. 

    Johns writings are to bring in the things without calling them by name  that the things should be present; he emphasises that. John brings out the temple: the Lord calls it His Fathers house, and cleanses it. Then you have the temple of His body in chapter 2; the house in chapter 8: the Son abides in the house. The things are there, but not officially. What Ephesians represents to us is a fixed order of things from Gods side. The unity of the Spirit exists; he bases the unity on the fact that there is one body, and one Spirit ... one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all ... Ephesians 4:4 That is a fixed order of things that can no more be interfered with than the universe. There is this  the unity of the Spirit. Now my responsibility is in all lowliness and meekness to keep that in the bond of peace. That is how the thing stands. Then the gifts are brought in, and they are for the saints, until we all arrive ... at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ Ephesians 4:13 So Zerubbabel here may also represent those who are responsible to carry on the work, and who have received gifts from Christ in heaven. Be assured that what was laid at the beginning is to be finished. The Lord will wear down by discipline the extraneous thing that is in us until all the stones fit. There is the positive building to bring us up to it, and the discipline to remove what would hinder. Christ is Gods ideal, and He is working to that. The eyes of the Lord run to and fro through the whole earth 2 Chronicles 16:9; it is a universal matter. The work of God is universal. It is carried on here, but it is the same as what He is doing elsewhere; it is all one piece. Nothing escapes the notice of God in this moment; we are in the presence of the Spirit here. 

    RemIn 2 Chronicles 16:9 the eyes of the Lord are said to run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of them that fear Him. 

    JTYes; here it is more for search; nothing escapes Him. You have a further inquiry in verses 11 and 12, and again the prophet owns his ignorance. Then the angel says, These are the two anointed ones (sons of oil) that stand before the Lord of the whole earth There I think the allusion is to spiritual maturity in the way of adequate testimony here. It is not a question of a very great number  two  but you have adequate testimony, in mature stability, to the Lord of the whole earth. That is what God is set for, to have a testimony to Himself here. What is of God is presented, and the testimony is to Himself. God is going to be represented by sons. You see it in the Lord Jesus. In the early chapters of Luke, you have the infantile idea in John the baptist; he was filled with the Spirit from his infancy, but he was not then a son of oil He was in the desert until the time of his showing to Israel; he had to go through his training to attain maturity; then he begins his ministry. In chapter 3 he says, Offspring of vipers, who hath forewarned you to flee from the coming wrath? Matthew 3:7 Do not flatter yourselves that you are the sons of Abraham; there must be repentance. You see how mature he was. Then others began to inquire; his ministry touched their consciences. Ministry has no value unless it touches peoples consciences. He says to the people, He that has two body-coats, let him give to him that has none Luke 3:11; to the tax gatherers, Take no more [money] than that which is appointed to you Luke 3:13; to the soldiers, Oppress no one, nor accuse falsely, and be satisfied with your pay Luke 3:14 He had a just idea of what was due at that time; it is an application of spiritual maturity in ministry; he represented God at the moment. That ministry leads to imprisonment; Herod added to all his wickedness, in that he shut up John in prison. Then the Lord comes in praying; that is the attitude of spiritual maturity. We are told that He was about thirty years of age  attaining His maturity; and praying, that the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him, and a voice came out of heaven, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I have found my delight Luke 3:21,22 I think that is the idea of the son of oil  maturity in testimony here. [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me Luke 4:18 There is an adequate witness for God here in maturity. God is bringing that about now  a representation of Himself. He would have His service maintained in spiritual maturity. 
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    BETTER THINGS (JT 35)

    Proverbs 21: 9, 19; Proverbs 15: 16; Zechariah 4: 1 - 14

    It occurred to me as before the Lord, that these Scriptures would furnish suggestions suited to the present occasion. The book of Proverbs is intended to furnish instruction for us in our relations with one another, and our relations in the testimony of God  indeed I may say, in regard to our place in the assembly. The book corresponds with Colossians 1 in which it is said that we are to give thanks to the Father who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. These words convey much, and should touch our hearts both as to the delivering power of the Father from the authority of darkness, and as to the affections proper to the kingdom of His dear Son. Many of us, more perhaps than we are aware of, are under the authority of religious principles and doctrines because of their antiquity and their settings. There are denominational systems which also have authority over our souls. Millions are held under that authority. Their consciences are untroubled, because of the darkness which holds authority over their souls, and they remain where they are under the domination of that darkness, thus depriving the Lord, if they are christians, of His rights in them, and depriving the saints of their fellowship. The words in Colossians are very pungent with precious suggestions. Giving thanks to the Father, ... who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love. 

    The book of Proverbs amplifies these words. He who speaks says he was a son unto his father (chapter 4: 3). These chapters one after another unfold the thoughts of Solomon, the son of David. It is the Son, and the Son clothes all His thoughts with affection. He is not arbitrary, but of course the One who is Son is Lord also. He has sometimes to resort to strong measures, to use the rod to enforce His rights, but it is always in love. It is the Son who is Lord, but what is behind all is His love. We are in the kingdom, not here of the Lord, but of the Son of His Fathers love  a thought that should flood our souls, delivering us in our affections; as indeed the Lord Himself says, If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free. The affections of the Son are behind all these words in Proverbs. His thoughts are broken up for us into great detail, for, after all, our lives are made up of detail, and Proverbs takes account of that, and furnishes instruction that fits into the detail of our experiences. These verses I read contemplate the comparative degree. You will find much of that in this book  the word better comes in frequently. 

    In the first verse I read you have a suggestion that It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a contentious woman, and a house in common. Wide house is given in the margin as house of society, it is a house in which you are forced into the society of one who is repugnant. You can see the application of this to certain religious settings, where certain doctrines and practices are adopted, and as in them we are forced to maintain social relations with persons who are objectionable to us because of our conscience and the work of God in us. The work of God in a man is certain to make him different from those in whom it is not; so that, if I am in the same house  to use the illustration  in the same religious association with persons who are not converted, or if converted, who are worldly, and I am different from them, I am yet forced to maintain relationship with them. Not that I hate them, but their unregenerate state renders them objectionable to those who are affected by the work of God. The contentious woman signifies that there is no peace between those in whom God has worked, whose consciences are active, who love the Lord Jesus, and who seek to keep His commandments and those in whom there is no work of God. It may be, the latter are ignorant of the commandments or they are unaffected by them, but at any rate, peaceful conditions do not exist. 

    What is contemplated is a state of things where the work of God is rendered inactive by worldliness, and by rivalry and all that goes with it, and wisdom would make a way out for us. Not necessarily by the enforcement of direct Scripture, but by a wise word that points out a certain position as better than the one in which you are now found. Why not take it? The corner of the house-top is not very desirable, nor does it afford much comfort on a cold winters night, nor is there much room for society, but you see wisdom presents the idea in the extreme. Not that you will be forced to come to that, but it is better to face it than to be in such trying company, day in and day out. A contentious woman portrays the system. A woman, referred to in this way, invariably signifies a system of things without any guiding principle, without headship. It is a system that is rampant, it does what it pleases; headship, as I said, is not there. The simple way, according to the wise man in Proverbs, who for us is no less than the Son of God, is to take the better course. That course will not violate any divine principle. The Son would not tell us to do anything that we should not do. He is simply putting the thing to you in the comparative degree, that the worst he portrays is better than the position in which you are now found. Hence the wise believer will act on this and move out, even if it be into loneliness  the corner of a house-top. It is better to be in this place, than where your soul and your conscience will have no rest, where you are constantly troubled. Much might be said as to what you will come into. I am not speaking of that for the moment. It is the idea of the better course, and the relief that comes in when you take it. 

    In verse 19 the thought is pursued, but instead of a house-top, you have a desert land. It is not a very inviting place. I recognise that, and one would be sympathetic. But still, it is better to dwell there than in a system where your soul has no peace; where there is nothing that is in keeping with the divinely formed instincts that you possess. It is better to dwell in a desert land. You might say you could not do that. Solomon is putting the idea in the extreme. He is showing you that, even at its worst, it is better to dwell there, than that you should be where there is no peace, and where God is necessarily shut out, His will being disregarded. 

    We know how Israel came into the wilderness. It was intended to be a wilderness. The wilderness of Sinai was not an accident, it had been formed by God centuries before He used it for the discipline of His people. That is true as to everything. The Red Sea also was there, centuries before God used it as a type of the death and resurrection of Christ. Other circumstances also, under the government of God, are ready for Him to use when the time comes. The wilderness of Sinai was a divine preparation, as was the land of Canaan. The land of Canaan was the main objective, but the wilderness was also a preparation of God. Israel went into it. It was better to go into it than to remain in Egypt where they had no peace. The Spirit of God depicts Egypt as to what it was. We have to go by what the Spirit of God says. I accept no estimate based on things said by the rebellious. To a man who is rebellious, to tell a lie is a small matter. When Israel talked about the flesh-pots of Egypt and all the fine dishes they ate, they were simply telling lies. The Spirit of God depicts for us the true state of things in Egypt. God knew their bondage and heard their bitter groanings. He came down to deliver them. They did not have to dwell alone in the wilderness; nor will any christian who steps out of the house of the brawling woman, where God has not His place and where conscience is never at ease; such will find that God has a place for him, and He will be with you Himself as He was with Israel. He journeyed all the way with them. He was with them in the desert, and shared all their afflictions. In all their affliction he was afflicted. He was with them. Is it not worth while taking the step to have such company? It will not be loneliness, you will have companionship, and that of none less than God Himself; besides, you will have others like yourself, who have moved on the same lines and reached the position you have reached  those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Timothy 2: 22). 

    Turning now to chapter 15 we have the fear of the Lord, which having, one might have to come into smaller things which we naturally do not like. Better is little with the fear of Jehovah than great store and disquietude therewith. That is, you have big buildings and much else that the eye can see, but there is trouble spiritually. There is no peace. One might say, See what I have to leave. There is much going on in these organisations, even dances in the church houses! The world is there. There is much, I quite admit, for the flesh, but then what is there for your soul? Your soul has divine requirements. What about the fear of the Lord? Is it not better to have a little where the fear of the Lord is? How restful the soul becomes as you are brought into a realm where the fear of the Lord is. 

    Flee also youthful lusts, but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, and with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart, 2 Timothy 2: 22. The atmosphere is delightful to the soul that is born of God, where people fear the Lord, and call upon Him out of pure hearts. How rare pure hearts are in this world! There is no if in that verse in Timothy. Such hearts exist, it is for you to find them; there are those following after righteousness, faith, charity, and peace, and calling on the Lord out of pure hearts. The fear of the Lord is there. You come into this and all that it means. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. You find that where people are calling on Him out of a pure heart. It is most restful to sit down with them in a prayer meeting. How their hearts are burdened with the cares of the assembly of God, and yet what joyful songs are rising to God!  for He is there. Heaven hears the earth through them. It is no myth. Most of us here know what I am speaking of. There is no question of being alone where the fear of the Lord is. 

    He goes on to say (verse 17), Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. A stalled ox is a big thought and denotes plenty, but then what is it without love? Suppose a man had everything without love. What is it? Nothing! And now abideth faith, hope, love; ... and the greater of these is love. I am speaking of the comparative degree. It is not the greatest. There is faith and hope on the same level, but love is the greater of these. There are just two degrees there, the one is great, but love is the greater. Love abides. Love is the life of heaven. God is love. Now can we afford to go in for the stalled ox, prepared in plenty, and not an atom of love therewith? We cannot, if we love God and love the brethren. We would say, I would rather have a dinner of herbs with love. If I am natural or fleshly I should prefer the stalled ox; but the dinner of herbs is much more to be desired, with love. You will be fairer and fatter, like Daniel and his companions, than all the wise men of Babylon if you feed on what God provides, refusing the worlds fare. The point is love. I am being outwardly reduced all the time. There is nothing better for a christian than that he should be made smaller in this sense. The wise man is showing me how I should become reduced. I have the best thing in the universe. I can never afford to do without it. I want to show you, how all these things work out in the position in which we find ourselves today. Many of us here, and thousands more, are, in measure, in the reality of them. We find ourselves greatly reduced. We are in a position that is despised in this world. It is under reproach. But as I have been pointing out, we have peace for our souls, we are free to serve and worship God according to His appointments. Thus while there is reduction outwardly there is this inward enlargement. We are where love is. If a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned, Song of Songs 8: 7. If I have the tongue of angels, and have not love, I am nothing. Though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Love never fails; it is of God. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His commandments, 1 John 5: 2. Love resists and overcomes all the vicissitudes of time. This great thing is available and enjoyed in outward littleness and reproach. Most of us here know something about it, and are concerned that you might join us, not in a mere religious community, but in what is here for God, it is a question of pursuing the wise mans instruction. He puts you on the way. There is much in this way that these verses do not indicate. But the way of life is upward to the wise, and he departs from hell beneath. It is life to love the Lord Jesus as knowing His love and to love one another. It is better to have a dinner of herbs with love, than the stalled ox with hatred. 

    This brings us to the littleness of which this Scripture in Zechariah speaks. It is a day of small things, dear brethren, but a day of great resources, as this chapter shows  a day of great potentialities, and a day culminating in glory. Those who are in this state of things, this day of small things, are coming out victorious at the end! They are laying up for the future. It is remarkable how much Luke speaks of money, especially after chapter 15. There he brings in the prodigal and the house, where he presents in the most beautiful way the gospel and its full results: there is music and dancing in the house. It is an appeal specially to young people. There is one man present who is out of sympathy with it all. He has not an atom of sympathy in his heart, not a thought in common with that whole scene  a matter of disgust to him  a terrible state of soul. He will not go in. The next chapter tells you about a steward who has got notice to leave his great position. He had been employed by a very wealthy man, and the steward being a wise man provides for the future. The word future on the stock exchanges of the world is a hackneyed term. It means that I buy commodities for delivery in the future, with the hope that they will be much more valuable then than they are today. But this steward looks ahead, so as to have an abode in the future. He is using the present for advantage later. We are in the day of small things, but what we have will be outwardly enormously enhanced in value. That is the position today  what enters into this meeting would hardly be looked upon by the religious leaders of this world as of any importance, but it is going to increase in value until it is of great magnitude. Those who do not have it now, will not have it then, and they never will have it. The Lord will say, Depart from Me, ye workers of iniquity, I never knew you. 

    This chapter in Zechariah contemplates a day of small things. He and Haggai correspond pretty much to the two sons of oil. These two men were prophets; they told out the mind of God, and while they prophesied they built. They joined with Zerubbabel and the others who built the house. The man who has the mind of God today will work. The more I have the mind of God the more active I shall be. I shall use every ounce of strength so that the work of God may prosper. I am doing a great work, Nehemiah said. As the apostle Paul is about to pass away to be with the Lord he says to Timothy, make full proof of thy ministry. There is so much to do, and it must not be neglected. The Lord has need of young men and young women in His service. If any saint be bedridden he can pray. There is nothing more necessary or more serviceable than prayer, that the work of God might be promoted. Sleepless hours of the night can be well spent thus. As I said, Zechariah and Haggai prophesied, and at the same time they were helping the builders. I have not a doubt that Zechariah would carry a stone up a ladder to a mason to put on the wall if needs be. The apostle Paul gathered sticks and put them on the fire  he would do anything that was necessary. The Lord said, I am among you as He that serves. Such is the Lord Jesus in His humility. 

    Well, Zechariah is waked out of his sleep and he sees certain things; and he wants to know what they are. There is not enough questioning. We may not get our answers at the time, but the Lord will give us understanding in all things. Zechariah wants to know what the things were. So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord? See what respect the prophet had for the angel. He is a man who deserves special respect himself; but you will always find that a true learner in divine things is respectful. Indeed it is a matter of great importance that we have respect for one another. If we do not respect each other we shall not love each other, nor shall we have confidence in each other. We must have respect for our leaders, and for one another. The prophet says my lord to the angel. We are apt to be radical. It is most objectionable to the Lord. Michael is called an archangel, and no doubt there are others. Ordinary angels would have respect for these. The angel here is the messenger of God, and the prophet respects him. So it is that ability, experience, or anything in a brother or sister that is of God, that is of moral weight or worth, is to be respected. We are maintained in humility of mind in this way. The person does not look for it, but God looks for it. Zechariah gets his answer (verses 6, 7). The latter half of the chapter confirms this. This servant of God is marked in the most beautiful way by this feature. You can understand how restful Zechariah would be after his interview with the angel. Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans may have their days, but everything, as spoken and as promised, is going through triumphantly in the Spirits power  not a future power but present power  the power that works in us. It is that the saint might see what resource he has  these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof (verse 11). 

    The word comes to Zechariah that Zerubbabel is to lay the foundation stone. What religious activity there has been for eighteen hundred years in Europe and its outgoings! What structures have been built up! The book of Revelation shows that God deals with it all in judgment, but what is built according to the mind of God is going through. The foundation and top stone will exactly correspond. The top stone will be laid on by the same hands that laid the foundation. And he shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings; Grace, grace unto it. How important that we should maintain that principle in our preachings, ministry, and intercourse one with another. A movement like this here in this town will be despised. Who despises it? God does not. Those who understand do not. The question in verse 10 is, who hath despised the day of small things? We are to be encouraged, and to have our eyes open, and see the support for it, that we may not resort to fleshly means, nor the leaven of the clamorous woman. We are to maintain the principles of this chapter. What was started in the foundation will be carried through. How great it is to have part in it! 

    In verse 14 we have two sons of oil. The word sons is significant there. The suggestion as to the matter considered in these figures is of adequate testimony and maturity. It is not a partial thing. It is seen fully in the Son of God. The Lord Jesus answers to every thought in Gods purpose as to man. In Him everything is carried out and done perfectly. 

    What underlies the title The Son is the deity of the Lord Jesus. No one else could have this title. In Hebrews He inherits a more excellent name than angels, For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? Hebrews 1: 5. Throughout that chapter it is the Son, it is a divine Person in that relationship which involves subjection. There are those who would seek to force back that relationship into absolute deity, thus making the Lord inferior to the other divine Persons in absolute deity. It is not the truth. The Lord Jesus is equal in deity. He never had a place of inferiority, relative or otherwise, in absolute deity. He was in the form of God. Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondmans form, Philippians 2: 5 - 7. That is the scriptural truth as to the Person of the Son. Sonship is unique in Him, but Galatians shows how the saints are brought into it. As seen in Zechariah it suggests the idea of maturity, and that the testimony is rendered in spiritual power. It is alluded to in Revelation in the two witnesses, matured men representative of an adequate testimony for God among the Jews by and by. Meantime it is to be found among the saints today  the testimony carried on in full maturity, not by human wisdom, nor by human resources, but by the power of God (1 Corinthians 2: 5). 

    May the Lord encourage us on these lines, and grant that the brethren may pursue them. There will thus be blessing and enlargement. 
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    THE SPIRIT IN RELATION TO THE REMNANT (JT 36)

    Haggai 2: 5; Zechariah 4: 1 - 14; John 14: 26

    I wish to speak, dear brethren, of the Spirit, the Spirit of God, in relation to the remnant of Gods people. John, in his gospel, says more about the Spirit than any of the other evangelists, and whilst literally his gospel was circulated and read in early days, as the other gospels were, the fact that it came in latest of all, and the fact that it was written by one whom the Lord spoke of mysteriously (connecting him with His coming, spoken of in the last chapter of the gospel) suggests that it has a latter-day application. The great prominence given to the Spirit in it is therefore significant and interesting to us, who are in the last days. There can be no doubt about that. The last days, we are told, are perilous, perilous times shall be there. In 2 Timothy 3 the apostle gives us the marks of the last days, so that by these marks we can readily tell, if we are at all spiritual, that we are in the last days, and understand their perilous character  difficult times. Their perilous and difficult character renders necessary for us every bit of help that God may supply now, or may have supplied by forethought in the inspired record. The prominence given to the Spirit in John is therefore significant and encouraging. He is viewed in that gospel as One whose relations and work with any individual christian make him independent of the world, for He is seen in chapter 4 as a fountain of water springing up in the believer into eternal life. That is deliverance. However bad the world may be in a general way, or in any of our particular settings, there is this outlet, the power of the Spirit supporting us and lifting us consciously from the world into another realm, not exactly into heaven, but into eternal life; this has to be considered especially in its relation to the saints, to certain of the saints, for it is our privilege to enjoy eternal life in so many ways, as for instance here today. The thought is that a new order of life which renders us independent of the world is enjoyed by the Spirit. And then in chapter 14 He is seen as a personal Comforter, another Comforter as the Lord says. That is the Spirit here in relation to the saints collectively. 

    In all the epistles that may be called remnant epistles, the Spirit has a peculiar place, and I would stress that He ought ever to be before us in regard to the things the Lord gives us, the ministry from time to time. In 2 Timothy the apostle says to Timothy, Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted (2 Timothy 1: 14). In that way we are enjoined to keep things not in a mental way, or in notebooks, but by the Spirit. They are thus kept in a holy way. I apprehend that is what is implied in the pound of ointment with which Mary anointed the Lord (John 12: 3). There is no alabaster box; the pure nard is kept from impurity by some other way or means. It is kept, too. She kept it. She was one who loved our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. Then in Revelation, which is a remnant book pre-eminently, the Spirit has a great place. He is mentioned as speaking to each assembly, and everyone who has an ear is enjoined to hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies, not exactly to him, though that is included of course, but to the assemblies. Now that speaking has peculiarly a remnant bearing, dear brethren. Seven times over in Revelation 2 and 3 we have that mentioned, and it comes powerfully to every exercised soul, at all times. From the days of Ephesus to the days of Laodicea that word is intended to affect powerfully everyone who has an ear to hear. The Spirit is speaking and I am obligated to hear. There is no suggestion in these chapters that any excuse is admissible. A direct unqualified obligation to hear is put on everyone who has an ear. 

    Now Haggai, in the Old Testament, corresponds. It is peculiarly a remnant book. We have already today considered a remnant writer, one who wrote looking backward, the writer of the books of the Chronicles; a man, whoever he was, of profound exercise and thoughtfulness, and accuracy too, not only verbal accuracy but spiritual accuracy, which is a greater thing. Things are just where they should be in the writing. And Haggai comes in there and so does Zechariah. They are co-workers. They are men that not only ministered the word of God but could do anything that came to their hands to do  a very important matter in a day of small things. They were prophets of God, we are told, but in the actual building of the house prophets of God helped the builders, whatever the actual work was, whether they carried water or wood (they might be hewers of wood or drawers of water), they helped. Whilst prophesying and conveying the mind of God to His people they did other things. And so they have a peculiar moral claim upon us to be heard as practical men. Practical men are in great demand today, men that can minister the word of God as taught of God and gifted of God, and who can also do what their hand finds to do that may be profitable to the saints in any way. And so the Lord took up Haggai. There is no other prophet just like him; in fact each prophet has a distinction all his own. But anyone who reads Haggai can see that he feels it. The prophecy is full of what is special in the way of dates and practical thoughts that fitted that particular time. He is a gracious man too, for he is ready to make much of the result of the word on the saints, and gives you the very day on which the thing took effect and the number of days that elapsed from the time it was heard until it took effect. He was a very interesting man in that way, and an encouraging minister and prophet. And so this verse comes in among other things of great import. The word, says Jehovah through him, that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you Haggai 2: 5. That is, the covenant in all its fulness remained in all its blessedness. The expression here word suggests that it is an intelligible thought. God would stress that amongst us, that what he presents is intelligible. If I do not understand, the fault is not in the presentation of it, it is intelligible. It is comforting that the new covenant has force today and that the saints are able to take it up and speak of it with a measure of feeling, for the thing that it speaks of is known to us, not only the word, but the thing itself, that is, Gods love, that is really what it speaks of, Gods love in our hearts. Where should we be without the love of God? Love, we are told, never fails, but when you make that the love of God, think of what that means! It never fails. So the covenant remains and it stands by us. The result of it is that we become lovers of God, and so one of the marks of the last days is that people in general become lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, whereas those that know the new covenant become lovers of God. 

    Well, that is what Haggai announces here, and it is to be received by us. I believe the Lord would lay it upon us that the word covenant, whatever the bearing of it on us, it is the thing covenanted at the beginning; that what God committed Himself to at the beginning stands. And the Spirit too, the Spirit that He gave, remains; as it says, The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you Haggai 2: 5. How practical it would be if each of us were to inquire now: How does this apply? My Spirit remains among you. Have we not proved it here today? One can speak for oneself, that the Spirit remains now. That word remain signifies that there is great patience exercised. In spite of conditions He stays here. Think of the public history of christendom  how much the blessed Spirit of God is despised and driven out and has been disregarded, and is being disregarded at the present time. Yet in spite of all these conditions, He remains. It says that He remains among you. I want to show from Zechariah how the fact becomes known to us. The prophet says that the angel awoke him and that brings up the possibility of much sleepiness even amongst those of us who have been restored outwardly. There is much too, but the fourth chapter of this prophet contemplates the divine activity, that God in His gracious patience will not suffer this sleepiness and neglect and carelessness. He says, waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep Zechariah 4: 1. And what is all this for? If God awakens me, stirs me up, it is not merely that I should be awake, but that there should be something objectively seen, something before me that I should see, something which is current that I should become acquainted with. Much is current, beloved brethren, today, that perhaps many of us here are indifferent to, and know little or nothing about. If I am characteristically an assembly person, man or woman, I will hear things. The assembly is said to have had ears at the beginning and if I am characteristically an assembly person I will hear what is current from God. What happened in Antioch in those days, it says, came to the ears of the assembly at Jerusalem and they were not indifferent ears. They immediately moved in accord with what they heard. In moving about I may say, very simply, that one finds the saints very little conversant with what is current, with what God is doing. But if we are characteristically assembly persons, we should know what God is doing. The assembly characteristically has ears for every bit of information in regard of what God is doing and, as hearing it, we should become active, at least in our prayers. In no other way, perhaps, can we serve universally than in our prayers  prayers for all saints. Well, now Zechariah was awakened, it says, as a man out of sleep, and then the question is, What do you see? Do you see anything? It may be that what you see does not please you and yet it may be just what God is doing. If my eyesight is poor, I shall very likely have poor understanding of what God is doing, what is presented to me, and perhaps I may misconstrue what it is. Moses, the man of God who prayed, inquires for the work of God. Let thy work, he says, appear unto thy servants (Psalm 90: 16). That is a prayer worthy of note, that we should become cognisant of what God is doing universally and then support it sympathetically in whatever way we may. And then that our work, our own little bit, whatever it may be, may be confirmed and established by God, for if He does not establish it, it goes for nothing. Unless the Lord build a city, they labour in vain. Who can build unless God does it. 

    Now my point is to bring out how God graciously brings us to see that the Holy Spirit is actually here. He says He is here. He says, He remains but then this chapter is to awaken us to it and to show us what results from it. So that the prophet becomes interested. All ministry, I may say, dear brethren, is largely to so interest us that we might look into things. Those who live on ministry alone, do not get on much. It is the after-searching, the following up of things that promotes growth. The prophet inquired, he acknowledged his ignorance, and he spoke reverentially to the angel. He is respectful to the person who can help him, and the angel answers him: he says, This is the word of Jehovah unto Zerubbabel Zechariah 4: 6. That is, this word is for the man who is working, who is doing things. That is what it is for. That is, you are to know that there are men doing things, and that they are to be encouraged in what they are doing, not discouraged. Zechariah did not fail in it, as I have been saying; he helped himself, he helped to build as well as to prophesy, but the word was for Zerubbabel, and there were two persons in mind. God usually works with two persons. There are two persons in mind and the word is to bring the prophet into this, that he might encourage what is going on, not discourage it. Pulling down, you know, is the devils work. I mean pulling down what is of God, or discrediting it in any way, or criticising it. It can stand criticism. It is sure that nothing can stand it with such resistance, as that which is of God, but the prophet Zechariah is not to be a critic. He is to encourage. He is to understand that what is going on is by the Spirit. It is not a man-made affair at all. It is by the Spirit of God and that everybody is to know that Jehovah sent the prophet and that what was being done was not by might or by power, but by Gods Spirit. What a great matter that is! And how important that everyone should come into it and have part in it and promote it; if he cannot do anything with his hands, let him do it with his voice, or with his tongue in prayer, or with his purse. Whatever it may be that is needed, let him do that. The word is to Zerubbabel. Let Zerubbabel be encouraged and let it be understood that you can not overthrow Zerubbabel. You can not set aside Zerubbabel; if God puts a man forward or two men, or more, you cannot set them aside. They must be encouraged, and the man who lays the foundation will put on the top stone. You may be sure of that. That is what Zechariah is brought into. And then he says, Moreover there are seven eyes, and these are the eyes of Jehovah which run to and fro in the whole earth Zechariah 4: 10. They bring in all the providential things of God that bear on the support of His work, and they rejoice in His work. They shall rejoice  even those seven Zechariah 4: 10. Let no one despise the day of small things. These are great things. It is admitted that they are not what David or Solomon had but they are universal things nevertheless and the eyes of God are running everywhere through the earth. It is a universal matter, however small it might appear to be, and those universal instrumentalities of God rejoice in what is going on. Why should not I? Why should not I be like that old sister, Anna. She rejoiced; what God was doing was everything to her, and she spoke of it, or rather she spoke of Christ. The prophet is now thoroughly interested. That is what God would do in a meeting like this: enlist the sympathies of the saints in regard of the work of God so that they might get into it themselves. The prophet, asking further questions, finally says, What are these two olive-trees? Zechariah 4: 11. And he sees something else, and he asks another question before the other is answered. He says, What are the two olive-branches? Zechariah 4: 12. The more you look the more you will see, dear friends. It is because you do not look that you do not see. He asks questions before the answer can come. He sees something else. What does he see?  a branch. He has not used that word before. The branch brings the fruit nearer to me than the tree. And there are two of them, he says; there are two branches. What does that mean? Well, there is oil coming in there; there is some furnishing. Oil belongs to the ways and means of the service of God. The servants of God cannot proceed without it; if the supply is cut off the service according to God must finish. And what you get here is that there is a supply, there are pipes and the oil is running in through these pipes, and he says, Who are these? Well, the answer is, These are the two sons of oil Zechariah 4: 14. These are men that are developed in this thought of oil, that is, the Spirit. They are spiritual men. They are men. That is what is needed, beloved friends, and the prophet hears the word, that stand before the Lord of the whole earth Zechariah 4: 14. That is a great word for those who would serve. We stand usually before the few local brothers, it may be, with whom we are walking. Of course, we should be right with them, but see how great a thing it is to stand before the Lord of the whole earth! How great a thought that is! And the ministry is no less than that. If it is not that, it is nothing; one stands up in relation to the universal testimony and work of God. God has set certain in the assembly, it says. Each is a universal thought. That is what is in mind, men like that; in these remnant times, in these days of small things, there are men like that. It is not that they should be here  they exist. It says they are there. They stand before the Lord of the whole earth. Zechariah 4: 14. 

    Well, I hope you will follow that part, dear brethren, and I go on now to John 14; so as to show you the direct application of the Spirit to our own times. You will remember that earlier in this chapter, as I have been already saying, the Spirit is introduced as the Comforter. He is not called the Holy Spirit, as introduced, but He is called the Spirit of truth, the Comforter. The Spirit of truth is a most important word, and the saints see Him and know Him and He is with them, but the world cannot see Him or know Him. As soon as the Comforter is mentioned the saints are apart. They are regarded as different from the world in regard to the Comforter. It is a Person and a Power entirely outside the knowledge of the world, outside of the cognisance of the world. They cannot see or know Him, but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you John 14: 17. How beautiful that is! Ye see Him; He dwells in you; and He shall be in you for ever. Now all that we have in the verses that follow, up to verse 20 in that chapter, hangs on this fact, beloved brethren, that is to say, the continuance of the assembly here, and the privilege connected with it. The Lords coming to it depends upon the great fact of the presence of the Spirit. All assembly service in the early days  the days of the apostles  made room for the Spirit, as we had it today. He was the medium through which Christ came in, Christ was expected to come through the early christians, and He did come in in that way, but by the Spirit. But from verse 20 onwards we have the thought of a change in these circumstances and that change implies the remnant. The Lord says, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me ... and I will love him and will manifest myself to him John 14: 21. Then one says to the Lord, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? John 14: 22. Well, the Lord had already answered that question. Really, the world was different from them, the world could not see or know the Spirit; however trained the natural mind of man may be he is outside of the Spirit. The natural man cannot do anything about the Spirit. But the Lord answers Judas, not Iscariot, the other Judas. He says to him, If any one love me John 14: 23. Oh, what a challenge that is, dear brethren! If any one love me. Is it possible that anyone here does not love Christ? If any one love me, He says. Now, when the Lord comes down to one person like that as He did in verse 21 and now in verse 23, He means remnant times. If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him. John 14: 23. Now the Lord is dealing with remnant times, and you might say in the smallest way  one person. John has in mind to set up one person here. Well, you say, you do not know how bad our city is, what conditions exist. Well I direct you to that man that the Lord left in Decapolis. I ask you to consider what Decapolis means. They had seen a wonderful miracle in that country. It is a place of ten cities; the more the cities, the greater the iniquity, the greater the wickedness, the greater the scope for the devil. And the man says to the Lord, I want to go with you. And many of us would say he should go, why the place is awful! They have actually asked the Lord to leave the place, after having just performed a wonderful miracle, but the Lord says, No, you are not coming with me now. You are to stay here, bad as it is. And John would fortify that place, and tell him that the Father and Son would come to him and make their abode with him. What could overthrow him? Nothing. And this leads me to speak about small meetings. They have become a sort of problem in recent times, but increase of meetings is a divine thought. The more meetings, the more the Lords holdings. But the execution of this thought has brought about much weakness and occasion for criticism and complaint; I believe the Lord would meet this and tell us that all such criticism and complaint is really founded in unbelief. It is a question of unbelief. I am not speaking now of detail, of the working out of the thing. The Lord is able to make him stand, we are told, and the Lord is surely able to make them stand. He will support any movement in His Name with any little bit of affection for Him, and woe be to him who discredits it or would break it up! A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench (Isaiah 42: 3). Whatever there is, however little, support it. However little it may be, support it. The enemy is at work in discrediting the little things, the small things. We do not see it but it is true. The Lord can make them stand. It is a question of faith. The Comforter is here, the Spirit is here, and He stands by every little bit of affection for Christ and He stands by those who have affection for Christ. Let us support what is little and make the most of it. The Holy Spirit is here for that purpose and so the Lord shows here, after He has brought in this remnant, that one saint may love Jesus: If any one love me He says, John 14: 23. You have tabernacle conditions there, conditions into which God can come and make His abode. How great that is! Then He goes on to say there are those who love Him not. He that loves me not does not keep my words. John 14: 24. The christian world is full of them. They do not love Christ and consequently do not keep His words. So He says the Father is going to send you a Comforter, and we have Him here. He is the Holy Spirit. He says, the Comforter, the Holy Spirit. How much that is needed in a day of small things  the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, of course, but the Holy Spirit. That is, He will maintain holiness in this condition of things. 

    Now He says, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name John 14: 26. It is really a remnant setting  this 26th verse. The Spirit is come from the Father in the Name of the Son and what for? To maintain all that that Name stands for, as in Matthew 18: 20. The Lord says, For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst. But it is in the Spirit, it is by the Spirit He is here  not corporeally. He is here by the Spirit. So what a support there will be, but mark you, it is the Holy Spirit here, not simply the Spirit of truth. That is, the conditions must be holy conditions, they must be in accord with God. The Spirit must see to that; He will not suffer nominal gatherings of the saints. He will not support nominal gatherings of the saints, apart from holiness. He is a Holy Spirit. And then it says, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you John 14: 26. That is what encourages me to believe that this has to do with the remnant. It is what has been forgotten. How much has been forgotten! Christendom has, as a system, forgotten all that Christ has said and done, but the Spirit  how blessed it is!  would bring to our remembrance whatever Jesus said. That is the whole truth, and what an unfolding of it we have had, dear brethren, in these last one hundred years! And it is still going on, the unfoldings of the Spirit, to the few who are holy and love Jesus, of the whole truth. Whatever Jesus said He will bring to our remembrance. That is what these meetings are largely for, that the Holy Spirit might unfold things. It has been remarked upon the change of the word, the Spirit is unfolding, not revealing. It is a time of unfolding things here, things that had been forgotten, brought to light again, brought into evidence and made intelligible. I believe the book of Deuteronomy is on that principle. Moses began to unfold this law and it is the unfolding of the first covenant. Chapter 28 brings in another covenant which was made in the plains of Moab. So, 

    think of the wonderful service of the Spirit, the Comforter, in remnant conditions in bringing to remembrance whatever Jesus said. He teaches us too; it says, He shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance John 14: 26. It is a wonderful thing to have the power of teaching brought to bear upon us. He shall teach you all things. 

    Well, that is what I had to present to you, dear brethren, and I feel the importance the more I speak of it. The Lord will not permit us to bring down the flag, as it were, to bring down the banner. No matter how feeble, the Comforter is here to comfort and to bring in all that the Lord said and to furnish us and teach us so that we might be able, as it says, having done all things, to stand Ephesians 6: 13. 
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    GLORY THE END OF THE WORK OF OUR HANDS (JT 41)

    Ezra 5: 1 - 5; Ezra 6:6 - 12; Ezra 6:14; Haggai 2: 1 - 9; Zechariah 4: 6 - 9

    I have in mind to show, by the Lords help, that the present operations of God, the present service of Christ, and the gifts of the Spirit are all making for a final and glorious end, and that the saints here may be more assured as to the present outlook, and more assured as to the results of the work of our hands, that our labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

    These books from which I have read are calculated to help to the end I have in mind. They lead up to the thought I have expressed, that the end is sure and glorious; an eternal weight of glory indeed is spoken of as the portion of those who look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen. Infinite glory for God is in anticipation also. He is to be glorified in the assembly, in Christ Jesus, throughout all generations of the age of ages, that is, for eternity. 

    I wish to show that all this glory is brought within our range of intelligence, indeed, that from the outset God had in His mind a residence for it. This was indicated in the incoming of the glory to the tabernacle in the wilderness, and subsequently to the temple, its final residence; both types pointing to the assembly, a word which we never tire of, a word which, indeed, has a meaning which is peculiar to itself in the minds of intelligent believers in Christ. It is not intelligible to the unregenerate, for it is a treasury word, a word belonging peculiarly to the vocabulary of the spiritual, and in no sense does it convey so much as when we say it is the dwelling-place of God and of His glory. 

    So much is it the residence of Gods glory, that it is said of the assembly, viewed as the heavenly city, that it comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory 

    of God. That is not a provisional matter. What we have now is provisional, what they had in the wilderness was, but what we get in Revelation 21 is final. There is no thought of that city ever being deprived of the great honour of being the residence of the glory. And when we remember, dear brethren, that we ourselves are part of that great city, the thought comes with greater force, and it is so intended in these last days, for it is the latter glory of the house, which is greater than the former; it transcends all that preceded it, and it is now being completed; the investiture of the assembly with the glory is now in progress. 

    These are great thoughts and one would lay them on the minds of the brethren at the outset, and then seek to show how they are reached from our side. I have read from Ezra, specially to bring forward the importance of the prophetic ministry; that is stressed in Ezra 5. The prophets of God prophesied, but they worked with the builders as well, they were practical men. I may have to tax your memories, but I hope everyone here has read this book of Ezra; it is a very priestly book; it links on with Chronicles and through Chronicles with the beginning of Gods ways and operations on the earth, that is, it begins with Adam, for the first book of Chronicles begins thus. The second book links on with this book of Ezra, the closing paragraph being almost identical with the opening paragraph of this book, so we have a golden chain of testimony running right through. 

    In chapter 4 we get recovered saints, and when I say recovered saints, I include those of our own times, for one does not refer to Scripture as mere history; it should not be read except as bearing on the person who reads it, and those who hear it. That is the way to understand Scripture. These recovered saints were exclusive according to Ezra 4, and there is a difference between exclusiveness, right in itself, and a prophetic condition amongst us. In chapter 4 the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin propose to join with them in the work, but Zerubbabel and Joshua, the high priest, and the fathers of Judah and Benjamin said. No! This is an exclusive matter. 

    We must not be afraid of the word exclusive, because it is a very good word, one to be treasured, having its own significance in the minds of the spiritual. This chapter brings out that the brethren, as restored, were exclusive, they were exclusive in the sense that they would not accept unhallowed support. They would not have anything to do with any associations or fellowships that were not divinely accredited. That is a most important item in our position. 

    Exclusiveness in itself is a negative thought, and what you find in this fourth chapter is that the adversaries continued to harass the saints, and were successful in their efforts, showing that exclusiveness by itself is not sufficient; and so much did the enemy succeed that the work of God actually ceased. The adversaries wrote a letter to the king, saying everything bad they could about the people of God. If we are merely negative and people speak thus of us, they are pretty sure to incite successful opposition. We must have more than exclusiveness if we are to be effective in our service; there must be a positive side to the position or the enemy will have an advantage, and hence what you find here is that the work ceased. The enemy was successful in his great effort to blacken the people of God, by relating what the history of Jerusalem had been, what a rebellious city it had been, and how damaging to the kings, and so on: a long tale of accusation, with the result that the king was persuaded to authorise the adversaries of the people of God to prevent the work by force and power, which they did immediately. 

    Now, chapter 5 is over against this; it is a prophetic chapter, and that is why I read it, because the Lord, I believe, is encouraging us in regard to this kind of ministry. Prophecy brings God in, as I shall show presently, from Haggai and Zechariah. What we see is the kind of ministry that was given and how effective it was. What we call meetings for ministry may often come very short of ministry that would set in motion the people of God. The intent of prophetic ministry is to set the people of God in spiritual motion. Someone will say, God is not moving, but then perhaps you are not moving and yet work to be done is by your hand; you cannot expect God to move if you do not move, if it is your responsibility to do so. If you should do something, do not say God is not doing it; God is saying you are not doing it. If the thing has to be done, do it. Do not talk sentimentally about waiting on God. Piety is most essential with us, but what we call piety may be merely judaism, and hence we need the word of exhortation, as here, when the prophetic word stirred up the leaders, and they began to move, the prophets of God helping them. The prophets of God do not start the work, they prophesy, and the responsible persons begin to do something, then the prophets of God work with them. 

    Resulting from this movement the whole of the machinery of government is now turned in their favour. It is an important matter, at the present time in this country, that if we are moving with God, if the prophetic ministry is current amongst us, and is affecting us, then God is moving, not only helping us, but moving in those who are in the position of public government. It is all under Him, The kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water; he turneth it whithersoever he will. And what you find in this chapter is that prophetic ministry has its place, and the work is resumed. The adversary is not inactive, he would do something again. But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, (verse 5). It does not say that in chapter 4, not that it was not true then, for He ever watches over His people; but Gods eye specially regards what is beautiful, and what could be more attractive to Him at that time, than this movement of His people in resuming the building of His house, with the prophets of God helping them? The prophets were practical men, and the work proceeded. What could be more delightful in such circumstances to the eye of God than that? There is more than exclusive conditions, there is prophetic ministry and responsible activity resulting from it and God honoured this. The facts speak for themselves. The work went on. 

    Now in chapter 5 there is another letter. This time the letter is couched in different language. It is not exactly traducive, it is somewhat fair and respectful to the Jews, enquiring of the king, and raising the whole question of the legality of what they were doing, a most important matter, and affording great advantage to the work of God. Every spiritual man is ready for the whole matter of the legality of our position to be raised. Every young christian here should understand that the position we are on is divinely accredited. You may not understand the word legal in the sense in which I have been using it; it is a question of what is divinely accredited  what is authorised in the Scriptures. Here a letter was written to Darius to inquire as to whether the Jews had authority for what they were doing. The letter said this building was going on, and that they were prospered in it; very different from the tone and wording of the other letter  not that it was exactly meant to be friendly, but it was under the eye of God, and God would hinder the pen from writing anything that would permit the enemy to succeed. God is all-powerful, and we can understand that, in order that His work should not be damaged by it. He caused this letter in chapter 5 to be different. It stated the actual facts of the case. The account of the matter from the lips of the elders is sent to the king  manifestly a great advantage to them. Now the question is, Are they authorised to continue this work? Is this a legal thing? Or are these men acting presumptuously? 

    This is an important matter, dear brethren, as bearing on the present time, and every spiritual man welcomes the challenge as to the authority for what those returned from Babylon are doing today. Let others come with their questions. It is very fine to follow the history of the Lord in the gospels, especially when questioning time comes. The Lord, indeed, in Isaiah challenges anyone to come forward and contend with Him (chapter 50: 8), and we can count on Him now; the matter is His, and He will stand by His people, and make everything work in our favour  even the powers that rule the world, as is manifest in what is before us. This letter raised the issue of the legality of this position and this work of the saints, and the answer is overwhelmingly in their favour. It is magnificent. 

    Read down chapter 6 and you will see how magnificently God turned the government, the powers that then were, in favour of His people. At times the enemy succeeds in turning public conditions against the saints, but God will not fail us as we turn to Him. But we must recognise His rights, if need be suffering for a little while (1 Peter 5: 10). The prophets had spoken to these builders in the name of God, that the work should proceed. They understood that the authority of God entered into it and hence they had no question as to the rightness of the work that they were engaged in, but the matter is to be established publicly, and if the authorities seem to be against us, let us suffer a little. God honours suffering in this sense, He is on that line Himself; all that He is morally entered into the sufferings of Christ. God approaching man was on the line of suffering, and He looks for correspondence with this in His people. He speaks of those who make a covenant with Him by sacrifice (Psalm 50: 5). These men, as actuated by the prophetic word, go on with the work. God is looking on them, but He is doing more than that, He is looking on the government, on Darius, for He can control him and the writer of the letter, and He does so. When the letter comes to Darius, he makes a search which reveals that the position at Jerusalem has full royal sanction, 

    that no one has the right to question it. Even if we suffer, we are justified if the position is established as legal. 

    Chapter 6 says, Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of the rolls ... in Babylon. And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace ... a roll, and therein was a record thus written: In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, and so forth. That is to say, the decree of Cyrus was preserved, it was there. How significant of Gods care, that it was preserved all those years! Many a time, perhaps, it had been pushed aside as nothing, but there it was, under the eye of our God, and Darius the king is, himself, in perfect sympathy with all this. To whom is all this to be attributed? To God. So today, we can reckon on God affecting those in authority. Why not? It is the time in which the world is held in reconciliation, a time in which God is favourable to men. 

    God has directed us to pray for all who are in authority, and it is to be expected that, if they make a decree that is contrary to the testimony, and we suffer, God will come in. He will have to say to them, and perhaps we shall find that it was done in ignorance. Then the obvious thing, dear brethren, is to suffer. It is a day of small things in every sense, so that a little suffering has its place, and God honours it. These verses in chapter 6 show that the work of building the house of God went on. Let the work of this house of God alone, Darius says; that is, let these brethren alone. The eye of our God is upon us as we move according to His will, and if He be for us, who against us? God is pleased with His people, and here says, through Darius, Let them alone, and, of course, they were let alone, for who could withstand God? This is a very fine position, and it serves what I have in mind. It indicates how we are to proceed to the end of this wonderful dispensation as workers with God, and to reach the end that He has in mind, that is His glory. It is worth going in for, but the way to it is plainly marked out. It is not an armchair matter, it is a suffering matter, but the sufferings are linked with the glory. 

    When you come to Haggai, you have something of what these prophets were saying in their prophetic ministry, and we do well, if we seek to carry on a similar service, to observe the intelligence, the applicability of the messengers and their messages to the moment. Haggais is a message. Zechariah, in his book, goes far beyond what was current at that time, but then we have not all that he prophesied. He also prophesied to meet weak current conditions, as did Haggai. Haggais book is a very short one, but it tells us that the results of his service were remarkable and immediate. God would encourage us in prophetic ministry, that  in every emergency some word may come to clear the vision, clear our perspective, so that the saints may proceed in the work of God. Hence we have the date of the message, as you will observe, the second year of Darius, the sixth month and the first day of the month; the year, the month, and the day; and then when it became effective, in the four-and-twentieth day of the sixth month in the second year of Darius (chapter 1: 15). 

    One would dwell a little upon this in view of these meetings that we are engaged in, and all meetings like them, that we may expect results, something from God. We talk about what is ministered and say, It was a good word. Very rightly spoken, if it is the truth, but then the next thing is, how long will it take to affect the brethren, how long before it brings them round to the mind of God? That you appraise the ministry is right, but then what about you? How long will it take you to come round to what God is saying to you? That is the next thing, because ministry is not merely to please our ears. The intent of it is to move us; whatever the end God has immediately in mind, it is to move us to that end; and hence everyone here is put under obligation by what I am saying, to inquire before God, as to how long it will take him or her to come round to the point indicated in what is ministered. That is your obligation. 

    Some of you may have come here tonight to hear a certain person speak, thinking of the person, it may be, but God seizes the opportunity and puts obligation upon you, and you cannot escape it. It will be disaster if you turn it aside and make it a mere matter of attending a meeting and going home again. It is a question now of each one accepting what God has said to him and of determining that the result in him shall, by the Lords help, be immediate. 

    Haggai tells us that it took twenty-three days for his message to take effect, and it was an excellent effect. It says in the thirteenth verse of the first chapter, Then spake Haggai the Lords messenger in the Lords message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the Lord. That is not said in Ezra, it is said here, And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel, ... and the spirit of Joshua ... and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, and then you have the date. What a fine result that was! I am here tonight, I may say, simply with this end in view: to affect the saints toward God. God was working here with the message which came by the Lords messenger, stirring up the spirits of the people. He is the Father of spirits, He is stirring up His people to go to the work; here the result was perfect and immediate. 

    Chapter 2 gives another date and another message, and this message includes what I have been saying, that an appeal is made now as to what the glory of the first house was, extending back to Solomons time; as compared with what existed then, the latter house was very little; but the message goes on to say, The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you. That is a wonderful word in remnant times. We are directed back to what God covenanted at the time the people came out of Egypt and to the fact that as His Spirit was amongst them then, so He is now; also that the word God covenanted at Horeb remained with them. That is how the matter stands as to ourselves, dear brethren, and as we are moved we begin to look into what God has covenanted, not simply what He has spoken, but what He has covenanted. He has committed Himself to certain things, and if we are really exercised we shall begin in our prayers to mention these things to God, to call upon Him and remind Him of these things. In speaking of reminding Jehovah, I would allude to a word in Isaiah: ye that put Jehovah in remembrance, keep not silence, and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth, Isaiah 62: 6, 7. Think of God writing that in regard of Himself! He loves us to come forward with promises He has made, to plead them in our prayers, and then count upon Him to fulfil them  for every promise is Yea and Amen in Christ  and He would also encourage us to rely on His Spirit amongst us. 

    Some of you here, perhaps, have never realised that. You have heard of the Spirit of God, but never realised the great fact that He is amongst christians. The Lord says of Him, he abides with you, and shall be in you. What a great fact this is! God would awaken us to these things: the terms of the new covenant (for that is the one we have part in), and the great fact and blessing of the presence of the Spirit of God. He is here with us, we have proved it these two or three days; that the Spirit of God is with us. We want you all to come into it; if you have not realised it, this word is for you, that the covenanted word and the Spirit are with us and remain with us. So that we have the means of proceeding with the work. 

    Then the prophet, the messenger of God, goes on to say, For thus saith Jehovah of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come. At the present time the nations are in danger of being shaken, but they are being kept, thank God; and it is very largely on account of the prayers of the saints, I believe, that God is holding back forces of evil, so that this wonderful work we are engaged in may proceed. He will shake the nations and the desire of the nations will come, too; there will be the desire of the nations as we read of here, and it says, I will fill this house with glory, saith Jehovah of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith Jehovah of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former. What an incentive! 

    We have been speaking about glory as emancipating us from the world; as attractive and setting us free in the presence of God, it is given here as an incentive to go on. We are told that the latter glory of the house is to exceed the former, and that is what we are going on to. To this end I have stressed this thought of the prophetic ministry, as that which governs the position initially, and then the need of readiness on the part of the saints to move, and as we move, there is glory after glory opening up to our minds, as incentives to go forward unfalteringly until the consummation. 

    In Zechariah we have the day of small things recognised. They are small, but nevertheless no one is to despise them, and the prophet sees in these two sons of oil what denotes the unlimited supply of spiritual power to go on with. The word is addressed to Zerubbabel who represents the responsible element and, of course, we are all responsible. When authority is failing in every direction and lawlessness lifting up its head with such power, the Spirit of God is asserting government  in a small way, of course, but it exists as a testimony. Zerubbabel, the governor, represents it here. He is typical of the Lord being content to be with us in this day of small things; with us to govern us, and as things are right and orderly amongst us the work of God proceeds. 

    Zerubbabel, who laid the foundation, shall put on the top-stone. What a great thing, dear brethren, to be in the time of putting on the top-stone! Some may say they would like to have been at the laying of the foundation in apostolic times, and what a time it was! One would have liked to be there, but in a certain sense there is something even transcending in being at the putting on of the top-stone. 

    One would earnestly seek to energise the interest and sympathy of the brethren in this most important matter. The top-stone is about to be put on, and it is to be put on in keeping with the whole dispensation; it is by the hands of Zerubbabel; He who laid the foundation puts on the top-stone. He shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! 

    That is what I had in mind, and it is, as I said, to encourage the brethren to proceed on these lines, for we are on sure ground. The legal position is established inwardly and outwardly. Let people come and challenge the position the saints are on; the more they do it, the more its legality is established, so we are on a sure footing. It is the sure foundation of God. 

    Let us put on the whole armour of God and go forward, and we shall reach the end, we shall see this great sight, the top-stone put on the assembly as being the residence of the glory for ever and ever, glory for us and glory to God throughout all generations of the age of ages. 
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    STANDING BEFORE GOD (JT 47)

    Zechariah 6: 4,5; Zechariah 4: 13,14; Jeremiah 15: 19; Jeremiah 35: 18,19; Deuteronomy 10: 8

    What is in mind is to enlarge on these scriptures as presenting the important thought of standing before God. It is seen in Zechariah, where God is said to be the Lord of all the earth. It is hoped, by the Lords help, first to call attention to these four spirits of the heavens, as they are called in Zechariah 6, and these two anointed ones, also standing before the Lord of all the earth, in chapter 4. Then in Jeremiah 15, to remind us of the danger, as in this attitude of standing before God, of becoming discouraged, being complainants (whether verbally or in our hearts) as if God were unfair to us. Fourthly, how young people come into this favour through obedience, especially to parents; and finally we may see the great privilege afforded to us as priests, that we may stand before God and minister to Him. 

    The first is of peculiar importance at the present time, as embodying the idea of government, the four monarchies seen in this chapter under the heading of horses being spoken of as the four spirits of the heavens Zechariah 6: 5. This is a unique explanation, but one which is to be noted, in view of the apparent danger in some quarters of disregarding governors: those whom God has appointed to maintain things, in His government, pending the return of Him to whom the government belongs  the King of kings and Lord of lords  that is to say, our great and glorious Emperor, still rejected, is about to take unto Himself His great power and reign. These four powers designated here as the four spirits of the heavens are, from the very designation itself, evidently appointed of God. Be they Babylonians or Medes or Persians or Greeks or Romans; be they what they may personally, they are designated in this way by God, and all who love God and who know Him should know His mind respecting them; give thanks to God for them; pray for them; for our very existence here in testimony, as we shall see in the later scriptures, depends upon them. So the prophet rightly asks about them, and young people would do well to follow the example of Zechariah, and inquire about these horses viewed in this remarkable way as the four spirits of the heavens. Four is always, I may say, universal, and not only at a given moment, but also in the sense of an extended period. They have come down the centuries to us, and we are under their protection in this very hall today. It is the authority of God in fact, not only the permanent thought of the heavens ruling, which is the primary thought of God, but the spirits of the heavens. How God can make men  themselves unbelievers it may be  represent the spirit of the heavens is a matter of great interest, but He does it. He makes them serve Him indeed, beyond what they themselves might be able to describe or admit. God has them in hand. The figure here is the horse, a very serviceable creature, but one that may easily get out of hand, as some of these monarchies have, but God has the power to control. We are exhorted as christians not to be like the horse or the mule, who have to be kept in with bit and bridle. Young people are like that sometimes; indeed, older ones too, but God has the means of control: we pray for that control, and we prove that He has that control, so that the very spirit of the heavens is around us in the sense of government, which is an assuring fact. 

    Then correlative with that, there is the question of all the earth, not merely a particular country, specially favoured. There are those of us who consider our own particular country or countries, and pray for them and rejoice in their prosperity, but the spirit of the heavens would enable us to think of all the earth. The Lord Jesus, we are told, is seen coming down from heaven with the rainbow on His head, and He puts His right foot on the sea, and His left on the land, and cries as a lion roars, meaning that He has power to take these things up, and is about to do it. He is already putting in His claim, by the testimony. It is our business to make it clear that the right is His; but still He died under these powers  under one of these monarchies  the apostles were martyred under its power also. It is all a question of the government and the wisdom of God in it, so that He might complete His testimony. His testimony involves His patience  how long He could wait  His patience in the gospel, and it is a very great matter that the gospel should go on to the end. 

    So we have these two sons of oil. We may have no part in the government  save through our prayers  but we certainly, as I assume, take on this second designation, namely, the anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth Zechariah 4: 14. The four spirits of the heavens make the testimony of these two a possibility and, dear brethren, it is our privilege to occupy this place of testimony. Thank God, we do take it up a little, but one would urge the great importance of taking our places under this heading  two anointed ones, or, as the margin reads, sons of oil; typically, persons who are developed in the thought of the Spirit. How important at this juncture that we should read Scripture, read it in the spirit of it, as the Holy Spirit gives us understanding, that we should understand what this oil means! It is the Holy Spirit, as I said, not as the earnest of our inheritance, but as seen publicly in us, the correlative witness to the rule of the four monarchies. The service of these two sons of oil is to continue. How this thought enlarges us as to the little we may be doing! 

    These two sons of oil, as you will remember, are seen in later years  in the book of Revelation  and indeed they run through the testimony from that time to this. It is a question of adequate testimony in the power of the Spirit, namely, that the preaching, the teaching, or the service, whatever it may be, is done in dignity; not as imitating current religious ways, but in the originality of the mind of God, as carrying conviction with it as of God. The apostles insist in their testimony: We are of God. Is it too much to suggest that there should be some representation of God at the present time? Surely not. I should be ashamed to be on earth save as in some way representing God. Man is made in His image, after His likeness. What is it for? To be representative. Man is Gods image and glory even as a creature, but what I am speaking of now is the dignity put upon us by the oil, by the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. It is not only that one has the Spirit, but that one is characterised by Him. 

    In Jeremiah we have one of the most honoured of the prophets. He says to God: Thy words were found, and I did eat them, and thy words were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; for I am called by thy name, O Jehovah, God of hosts. I sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor exulted: I sat alone because of thy hand; for thou hast filled me with indignation. Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable? It refuseth to be healed. Wilt thou be altogether unto me as a treacherous spring, as waters that fail? Jeremiah 15: 16 - 18. No one of us would speak to God in that manner, I am sure. We might tell Him of our appropriation of the Scriptures, as Jeremiah does; he says: Thy words were found, and I did eat them, referring, I suppose, to the book of the law found in the temple, in the days of Josiah. Jeremiah would assiduously read the holy roll, read it with deep interest; but then he had evidently been losing in his soul in spite of this; he actually says to God: Wilt thou be altogether unto me as a treacherous spring, as waters that fail? It carries with it, of course, the marks of the dispensation in which these words were uttered, but still, God is God, and could not but feel such words, for God is true. And it is a great testimony (among many other things in the epistles to the Corinthians) that God is faithful. Whatever appearances may be, let us never falter, especially those engaged in the divine service; let us never falter, for God is faithful, and not only so, every promise of His is yea and amen in the Son of God. We can rest in that. 

    It is clear that Jeremiah failed, and if any of us fail in the same way, conversion is necessary. It is well to be reminded that our God is a consuming fire Hebrews 12: 29, and any failure marked by bitter complaint, spoken or unspoken, whether against God or against the brethren, will not pass unnoticed. So the word return (verse 19), is addressed to Jeremiah by Jehovah at this juncture. If you are to stand before God again, there must be a turning round, and so God goes on to say to His servant: Thus saith the Lord, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me Jeremiah 15: 19. That is a word that ought to appeal to every heart that has known, if not now, but has known, what God is to the witness. Jeremiah was a witness, a most remarkable witness, and God says: If thou return. The need is great, dear brethren. If there is one here who has turned away, who once proved the faithful support of God in service, God is saying to you, Return; and this word, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me, shows that you will not have to go all the way alone, God will meet you. God will meet the returning servant. I am not now speaking of a prodigal, for Jeremiah was not that. He was a failing servant for the moment, but God would have that settled with him, and it would be on the principle of returning. And then God says: You will not have to come all the way, I will meet you and bring you. He says: then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me Jeremiah 15: 19. 

    Jeremiah, then, would be engaged perhaps in a more difficult service. It will be a question of persons, 

    of being faithful to persons. Servants who turn aside, but become restored, sometimes make the best ones. It was said to Peter: when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren Luke 22: 32. The need is great, as I said, and so the further word is, if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth. Let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them Jeremiah 15: 19. Maybe someone here has been with them. It may be you have found your place among the opposers of the truth. You must never be with them again. Return not thou unto them; the word is, Let them return unto thee, Thus you give them a lead in returning, and you will have power to help them. You will have your place restored. One thus restored will be a greater servant than he had been. You will never again turn aside complaint, or join the opposers of the truth. You will save them, you will separate the precious from the vile, and what could be more honourable than to be as Gods mouth? It bears on a title accorded to Christ, who is the Word, One who not only speaks the word of God, but He is Gods mouth. Can anything be more desirable in service than that? And what a need there is for it! 

    Well now, I go on to chapter 35, to speak to young men and young women here. The passage refers to the Rechabites, a remarkable family. They are brought in here by God as representative of His mind. Their way would ensure that their father, Jonadab, should never be without a man to stand before God. Where is the father who does not desire such a result from his careful discipline and training of his children? It is a question of coming generations, dear brethren. God works on that principle, the generations of the godly, how they are to be continued, how men of God are not to fail of a man to stand before God. Who is there here who is old, who would not cherish the thought that as the Lord takes him, as he goes to be with the Lord, he has left behind a man that can stand before God, that God accords that privilege to? I hardly know anything that pleases one more in moving about amongst the brethren than the presence of young men, sons of godly men, holding the ground that their fathers held. The work of God has taken this form peculiarly. It always marked the work of God, and the need for it now is great: the continuance of generations carrying on the work of God, which their forefathers had been used of Him to further. The primary parent in this sense never fails of a man to stand before God. It is a matter for serious attention. What is said is: Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you: Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever Jeremiah 35: 18,19. How stimulating these thoughts are as to the young! Do they not imply that parents should become more energetic as to their children? The world is bidding for them, and the governments need them too; but there are Gods rights, which must always come first, and these have to be inculcated in the house, in the household of faith, and the children are thus honoured. Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever, Jeremiah 35: 19. 

    Well, finally we have the priesthood. As one proceeds in this service one is increasingly impressed with the thought of the extent of the area of our service. It is universal. Our outlook is to be universal in whatever little service we may be occupied: preaching in the streets, or in the meeting-rooms, or ministering the word to the saints, the outlook is the whole field. The field is the world Matthew 13: 38. It is a question of Gods rights on the earth and it has to go on, however few and feeble, this is the outlook  to stand before the Lord of all the earth. 

    Now priesthood is more inward. One can understand that these four spirits of the heavens standing before the God of the earth, are at His bidding. Indeed, the thought is that they are going forth from before Him. They are ever active as under His control. If it be the two sons of oil standing before the God of all the earth, we are also at His bidding. It is a question of what has to be done. A right of way is secured through redemption for His service. What has to be done is to be done in the dignity of the oil. However little there may be it has to be on that line. 

    Now, as to priesthood, I read from Deuteronomy. It says, At that time the Lord separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand before the Lord to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day Deuteronomy 10: 8. Levi in Deuteronomy includes Aaron, of course. The whole of the Levites are called priests in this book, and also in the book of Joshua. That is to say, the priesthood has a wider bearing than in Leviticus and Numbers, but then it is Levi, and Levi means united. It would point to what God is helping us in  the idea of unity, that we are linked together in a vital way in the service of God and His testimony. What underlies it is the idea of union with Christ. How attractive all this is! May God grant that it may be so to us! He is calling us into it, this inner thought. At that time the Lord separated the tribe of Levi Deuteronomy 10: 8, so that he might stand before Him. It bears on what is so much before us now, namely, the service of God. It is a question of standing before God. The Lord Himself as risen is seen standing in the midst of the brethren. Stephen sees Him in heaven standing. It implies that we are not waiting to be served. We are ready to serve. We are on the alert to serve, and to serve after the divine manner, not as is customary in the general profession, dear brethren. Let us reject at once and for ever all thought of copying what is around us. It is a turning away from the truth. It is the assumption on the part of unconverted men to be priests to God. I do not say that it is wholly so, 

    but that is the general fact; whereas all believers, having the Spirit, are priests, and God is calling upon us to be priests in a true practical way. He separated the sons of Levi, and there is the thought of unity in the name; and according to this book, and especially Joshua, we have no earthly inheritance. I have been speaking of the Lord of all the earth. It is now a heavenly matter. Think of having access to the heavenly regions! It is not simply because I am a priest, but because I am a son, that I have access to the heavenly regions. 

    The apostle Paul says: I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) how that he was caught up into paradise 2 Corinthians 12: 1 - 4. He was not called up there to serve  he was caught up to the third heaven; then he says, caught up into paradise. The one is elevation, the other is privilege and blessing; unspeakable blessing, unspeakable ecstasy belongs to that place. Paul understood that, but he says: I did not know whether in the body, or out of it. It was special; we cannot build much upon it beyond that it was special. It was not the position of those who fall asleep through Jesus, it was a special circumstance. 

    The matter of priesthood is to be faced by us all; we belong to those whom God has separated; as He says, the Lord separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand before the Lord to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day Deuteronomy 10: 8. That is, the thing went on, and we may thank God that in our time it goes on; and God is stressing it; He is stressing His service in the assembly; and that in it we are to know what to do at a particular time. Normally the priest knows; it is the function of priesthood to lead in this matter. The priest knows what to do. The privilege of this belongs to every christian, young and old, and God would press it upon us that the whole range of divine service is open to us. He has separated us to stand before Him, to be ready as the opportunity comes, and to know what to do. As we get in Mary of Bethany, she had what was needed at a given moment. She had kept it for the day of the Lords burial. What spiritual understanding she had! It was a pound of ointment, pure, the best that could be found. It was not in an alabaster box according to Johns account. She was the box; she loved our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. How important that is for young people! As we see with Joseph, a young man, he was preserved incorruptible. The enemy sought to corrupt him, but failed. And so we are to flee youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart 2 Timothy 2: 22, to have part in this service for God, to stand before God  ready to function suitably as opportunity offers; having what is needed and, like Mary of Bethany, knowing how to use it; hence the house is filled with the odour of the ointment. 
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    THE RIGHTS OF GOD ON THE EARTH (JT 74)

    Genesis 11:9; Zechariah 6:4,5; Joshua 3:11; Zechariah 4:14

    I propose to speak of Gods rights on the earth, and to show how they are asserted. In our first scripture these rights are only asserted in a limited way; it was simply in the dispersion or scattering of the human race over the face of the earth. The earth was Gods, and He could use it in this way to decentralise the whole race. Their centralisation in Shinar was against God; their thought was to be independent. They said: Come on, let us build ourselves a city and a tower, the top of which may reach to the heavens; and let us make ourselves a name, lest we be scattered over the face of the whole earth. They were thinking of their own name, and not of Gods, showing they were eliminating Him from their calculations. And what they sought to prevent, God caused; they said, Lest we be scattered over the face of the whole earth, and the passage says, Jehovah scattered them thence over the face of the whole earth. 

    Thus God operates in men against Satan. In scattering them over the face of the whole earth, Jehovah had no thought of destroying them; it was a governmental act of mercy with the object of saving man from the effects of his own folly, and according to Galatians the blessing of Abraham came upon them in this dispersion. We who are in the western part of the earth are now participating in the blessing of Abraham which has come upon the nations. The race became divided into nations, and God recognises this later, setting up a nation of His own in the midst of them. God had set the bounds of all the nations, and set up Israel in the midst of them with a view to all coming into blessing according to Gods own mind and arrangement. The nations were to be governed through Israel, but Israel failing in this position, God set up four empires. These empires  Babylonish, Medo-Persian, Greek and Roman  were set up in order to maintain order among the nations. God had His testimony in view in this. These empires became, as it were, His agents to maintain order; and we today, this very day, are benefiting from this provision of God. 

    These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. These four spirits of the heavens, spoken of in the second scripture, refer to the four empires that we have alluded to. They are not viewed as against God; on the contrary, they are said to be the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. The apostle Paul recognises this in saying that the powers that be are ordained of God (Romans 13:1). They are to be so regarded by us and prayed for; they are a provision of God in view of His testimony. He did not set up these monarchies because He wished the gentiles to be glorified. They are purely provisional and will pass away. They existed one after another in view, as has been remarked, of Gods testimony. Apart from them there could only be chaos politically, and such chaos would naturally hinder the testimony going forth. Their office therefore was to maintain order on the earth. 

    The first monarch was evidently converted, Nebuchadnezzar; hence, these four spirits of the heavens had an excellent start from God, and, under the ordering of God, Nebuchadnezzars great minister, Daniel, was a prophet of God, and through him in a peculiar way we get light from God as to these monarchies and the service they were to have. They were to serve Him as the four spirits of the heavens, Jehovah being viewed as the Lord of all the earth. 

    The book of Daniel therefore becomes of immense importance to us; it outlines the history of these monarchies, giving their character generally as beasts, some of them of peculiar ferocity. But however ferocious or cruel any of them might have been, they still retain the character of the spirits of the heavens. The Roman system was recognised by the Lord Himself, for He said to Pilate: Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above (John 19:11). Pilate himself was a man of the meanest character, and he executed the authority of Rome in Jerusalem, that is the authority of the worst of the four monarchies. The Roman system is that under which we are now; it is broken up into kingdoms, but it is about to take its primary character as an empire.. But whatever its history and the character of its Caesars from time to time, it is still one of the spirits of the heavens, and, such as it is, it affords, in a general way, liberty for the gospel to go forth. Hence, we are, as christians, to be subject to these powers, viewing them not as against us, but as for us. God overrules in all they do, for the furtherance of the testimony. What has been remarked as to these four monarchies ought to be observed by all christians, for we are enjoined to pray for them that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty (1 Timothy 2:2). 

    The scriptures in Joshua and Zechariah 4 will enable us to see by the Lords help how the testimony has been presented under these circumstances. 

    It will be observed that in each of these scriptures God is presented as Lord of all the earth. He used His rights over the earth to scatter the race, as we see in Genesis 11, having in mind to present the gospel to men as divided up into nations, as the Lord says: Go ... and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the name of the Father, 

    and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19). Then, as remarked, He has these four spirits standing before Him so as to maintain order and liberty of action for the service of God. Hence the apostles, under the Roman empire, moved about from place to place and preached Christ. Paul says that from Jerusalem, and in a circuit round to Illyricum he had fully preached the glad tidings of the Christ (Romans 15:19). 

    In Joshua we have typically what was presented in testimony, that is, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth. It is in this character that Paul presented the testimony of God. The ark of the covenant passing over Jordan is a type of Christ. As risen from among the dead, Christ was the great subject of the testimony of the gospel, as we see in the Acts. He was not only risen, but had ascended to heaven, and the Spirit having been sent down from heaven, the testimony as to Christ was carried on to the whole world. This was Gods way of testifying to His kindness and love to man. In scattering the race at Shinar, He had this in mind, to show His love to man according to what is stated in 1 Timothy 2:5,6: God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony to be rendered in its own times. 

    All we have been saying as to these provisional things enters into that verse; God had provided them in view of the testimony being rendered in its own times. Daniel had been told, in answer to his own enquiry as to the time required to bring in the righteousness of the ages, and to anoint the holy of holies, that it would be seventy weeks (Daniel 9:24 - 27). But the time for the proclamation of the glad tidings comes in parenthetically, and these gentile empires were to subserve this service to mankind. So the gospel, according to Paul, was preached in the whole creation (Colossians 1:23), and what a gospel! The ark of the covenant here is of the Lord of all the earth, meaning that God is asserting His rights now in grace over all the earth, and this is to be our attitude. We are, therefore, to be free from national feeling, to be in accord with God who has shown His kindness and love to men. Hence our meetings for prayer are to be of that character. Gods house is a house of prayer for all the nations (Mark 11:17), and God expects us to be in the spirit of that in our prayers. He makes us joyful in His house of prayer; the kindness and love of God in our hearts will make us glad too. 

    The passage in Joshua shows the character of the testimony presented by the apostles. It was a question of Christs power over death, and what a testimony that is today in the atmosphere of war amongst the nations! How stimulating and liberating too to think of the Lord Jesus entering into the greatest possible conflict, not against any nation or any section of the human race, but on behalf of the whole race, to overthrow Satan, mans greatest enemy, and to annul death which was Satans greatest weapon against man! God has risen up with majesty to proclaim, by the death, resurrection and ascension of Christ, liberty to the whole race. That is surely something to attract our hearts, delivering us from the narrowness of mere national feeling which inevitably results in cruelty; national feeling goes that length, whereas God has risen up in majesty, in the death, resurrection and ascension of Christ, to proclaim liberty to all the race. It is in this way that He is asserting His rights as Lord over all the earth at this time. 

    The passage in Zechariah adds the needed complement to the ark of the covenant, namely the Holy Spirit, who is seen typically in that passage in the two sons of oil. These are the two sons of oil, 

    that stand before the Lord of the whole earth. The ark of the covenant is the Person of Christ presented in the gospel objectively. The Spirit refers to what is here on earth now in view of the proclamation of the gospel. He is typified here in the two sons of oil, two being suggestive of complete spiritual power for testimony on behalf of Him who is Lord of all the earth. The Spirit is here on behalf of man also; Peter says that the gospel was preached by the Spirit sent down from heaven (1 Peter 1:12). Sons of oil would allude to what is developed in man, for it is by men that the Spirit bears witness to men. The Spirit is the necessary adjunct to what the ark represents. 

    So these sons of oil refer to the Spirit of God come down from heaven, and as here, having firsthand knowledge of everything here below as well as in heaven. Thus, from this point of view the testimony is perfect. It is the testimony of grace, and refers to Gods rights on the earth. Gods rights will soon be asserted in a different way, for His grace has been turned into lasciviousness (Jude 4). The history of the race is developing into open apostasy. When that apostasy is completed, the whole of christianity will be discarded, for the Antichrist will take the position of head of everything, both religiously and politically; that is a terrible contemplation, and it is now imminent. Then God will assert His rights as Lord of all the earth in a different way from what He is doing now, for the Lord Jesus will come down and set His right foot on the sea, and the left upon the earth, and cry with a loud voice as a lion roars; He will lift up His right hand to the heaven and swear that there shall be no longer delay (Revelation 10). These verses indicate a divine attitude different from what we have been speaking of. The Angel is Christ, and He will take possession of the sea and land, that is, the whole earth. Revelation 19 shows Him coming out in a military way with the armies of heaven following Him, and the beast and false prophet are taken alive and cast into the lake of fire. Such is the exceptional way in which God will assert His rights against evil. The saints should have all this in their minds; but, in order that we should understand clearly that God has not yet altered His attitude towards mankind, Christ in His address to the Laodiceans says that He has sat down with the Father in His throne. The Fathers throne is the throne of grace, and God looks for us to be in sympathy with that, and thus to be entirely above mere national feeling and sentiment. 
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    ZECHARIAH 5 (CAC 8)

    Zechariah 5

    This chapter stands in very marked contrast with the previous one. In chapter 4 we see a vessel of light, which in a symbolical way answers perfectly to the mind of God. But chapter 5 is descriptive of the actual state of things which had come about in Israel, and which called for divine judgment, and what we see set forth here in a figurative way has also come to pass in the Christian profession. Zechariah sees a flying roll, and he is told, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole land: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off according to it on this side; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off according to it on that side, verse 3. 

    There is an immense amount of dishonesty in the Christian profession; people appropriate to themselves what they have no right to whatever. Indeed, every bit of Christian profession that is not the product of the work of God may be regarded as stolen goods; it is the natural man appropriating what belongs only to the household of faith. Joshua in chapter 3 is an example of one who had things in a righteous way. His condition was fully exposed, and it was met in a divine way, so that he was righteously entitled to stand in the presence of God as perfectly suitable to be there. He was made to know that he was a brand plucked out of the fire, but his iniquity was caused to pass from him, and he was clothed with festival-robes. Iniquity could not pass from any one apart from the death of Christ, and the cleansing of His blood, and no-one could be clothed with festival-robes except as having Christ as His righteousness. It is all of pure mercy, and a gift of infinite grace, and the one who gets it is simply a repentant sinner with no title to anything in himself. He has no need to steal, for all that he needs is freely given, according to the riches of Gods grace. But for this to be known in truth there must be a personal dealing of God with the soul, so that one is genuinely convicted of sin, and brought to know the value of Christ and of the redemption which is in Him. Any Christian profession which does not rest on this ground can only be regarded as stealing what does not belong to it, and it will result in condemnation. 

    The Lord said, Every plant which my heavenly Father has not planted shall be rooted up, Matthew 15: 13. Many shall say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied through thy name, and through thy name cast out demons, and through thy name done many works of power, and then will I avow unto them, I never knew you. Depart from me, workers of lawlessness, Matthew 7: 22, 23. Such persons had stolen the Lords name, and had used it in a wonderful way without having any right to it. There were certain Jewish exorcists at Ephesus who took in hand to call upon those who had wicked spirits, the name of the Lord Jesus, but on their lips it was a stolen name; they had no right to it. So it is with all profession that has not its roots in a true work of God in the soul. 

    Swearing falsely by Jehovahs name means that something wrong is accredited by linking that name with it. Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that does so; see Exodus 20: 7 and margin. The Lords name has been connected with many things in Christendom that He hates, and this will surely bring down His judgment. If we name the name of the Lord we must withdraw from iniquity, that is, from things which are not right in His sight. 

    In verses 5 - 11 Zechariah sees another vision, and this time it is an ephah into the midst of which a woman is cast who is named Wickedness. This answers to what is called in the New Testament the mystery of lawlessness, which had begun to work in the apostles days (2 Thessalonians 2: 7), and which will continue to work until it issues in complete apostasy. We gather from the woman being seen as sitting in the ephah, and shut up in it by the weight of lead, that God is pleased at the present time to put certain restrictions upon what is lawless. It is a great comfort to the people of God that it is so. However free men may appear to be to do evil, there is a definite measure beyond which they cannot go. The mystery of lawlessness is there, as it were, alongside the golden lamps of chapter 4. The elements of apostasy are present, and God would have them to be discerned by His people, but He would have them to know that those elements are under restriction. The presence of the assembly on earth as the vessel of the Spirit is a restriction upon lawlessness. The more the features of the vessel of light come into evidence the greater the check upon what is evil. The development of spirituality in the saints is extremely important from this point of view. 

    God has His own way and time to deal with lawlessness in judgment. He will not deal with it publicly until it is fully matured, and this will not be until the present restrictions are removed. The scripture before us tells us that the ephah would have a house in the land of Shinar, and be established there. It will ultimately be found in full development, and then God will judge it. Wickedness is not seen here as destroyed or consumed; it is seen as limited, but reserved to be dealt with when its character comes out fully. Paul instructed the young believers at Thessalonica in these things, so that it is a matter which we all need to understand. 

    The mystery of lawlessness is the working of Satan which will culminate in the revelation of the man of sin. This is set forth in the woman in the ephah. She represents the working of lawless will, and particularly as acting in the sphere where there has been light from God. If we do not judge this principle of lawlessness it will work in us against what is of God, and the features of the vessel of light will not appear in us. But the working of God in His saints is all on the line of bringing them out here as the lamp-stand all of gold, that there may be a vessel marked by spirituality, in which everything contributes to the shining of divine light. 
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    Zechariah 5

     6. We should notice this expression, This is their appearance in all the earth; so in chapter 4: 10, and in Revelation. The anointed ones stand before the Lord of the whole earth. The four chariots of horses are the four spirits, etc., before the Lord of the whole earth, so in verse 3, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth. I apprehend that the evil in verse 3 marks unrighteousness towards man and God  individual wrong doing. I apprehend this is the abiding principle of divine, righteous judgment when He takes it, for even then the Lord, acting on that which belonged to the Jews, the sinner dying a hundred years old shall be accursed, but the exercise of it will remove them systematically. Chapter 4 is the recognition in the Jews of the principle to which the believing Remnant had borne witness, during the power of evil (as noticed in Revelation). Here is the principle of moral evil which was the real character of the world individually. The ephah and the woman I believe to be the burying the union of the Church in the world. The ephah was the largest measure, and I believe the all-rapacious character of evil is meant in it, and the Church is brought into it. The ephah is their resemblance, but this is wickedness, and it is bound down for ever then however (O Lord, what are our sins!), and built and set in the land of desolation and confusion, out of which the Jews are brought. However, I am sure there is much more in this that I do not understand yet. 

    I think, too, there must be observed an analogy between the actual efficient power in the previous chapter, the candlestick and the olive trees, and the formal professing Church, the woman in the world, and the two women. I have sometimes thought that, as the removing judgment, the former part of the chapter took the two Tables as against the Jews  the latter, the removal of the useless form (wickedness) of the professing Gentile Church now simply buried in the world. I suspect, however, that the putting the woman into the ephah is putting the Jewish Remnant completely into the world, and settling it in the power of Babylon in that day, as it showed the moral of the previous captivity. There the providence of God was not the least surrendered, and those who, out of the midst of the power of Babylon, came with gifts, and remembered despised Jerusalem (and an unbuilt house) it should be for a memorial to them and a crown. The Branch should be raised up. He should build the Temple, etc. 
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    Zechariah 6

    The vision of Zechariah 6: 1 - 8 contains an instruction which is as important for us as it was for the remnant in that day. It lets us know that God has not ceased to carry on a government in the world, though He has taken His throne from Jerusalem. We may remember that it is said that Solomon sat on the throne of Jehovah (1 Chronicles 29: 23), and the queen of Sheba said, Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee, to set thee on his throne, to be king to Jehovah thy God, 2 Chronicles 9:8. Jehovahs throne was then at Jerusalem; there was a direct government of God in the earth in the midst of Israel. But this was conditional on the obedience and faithfulness of Israel, and particularly on that of their kings. The captivity showed that the throne of Jehovah was no longer at Jerusalem. Everything having been forfeited by Israel, authority was definitely put by God in the hands of Gentile powers, as set forth in the great image of Nebuchadnezzars dream; Daniel 2. It is now the times of the Gentiles. God has not left things to go on in a haphazard way; He has committed authority to certain powers, which are definitely responsible to Him as to how they exercise that authority. If they abuse the power with which they are entrusted, God will judge them, and it will eventually be found that power  like everything else that God has committed to mans responsibility  will become a subject of judgment. The Stone cut out without hands will smite the image upon its feet, and every constituent part of it will be broken in pieces together. Gentile power will be judged and broken in pieces, and the whole earth will be filled with blessing under the reign of Christ. The throne of Jehovah will be again set up in the earth, but not in a conditional way which may break down through mans unfaithfulness, but in a permanent way as filled by One who is in every way capable of sustaining the government. 

    The people to whom Zechariah prophesied had, no doubt, read the prophet Daniel, and thus knew about the four successive kingdoms which would run their course before the setting up of the kingdom of Christ. Those kingdoms were presented to Zechariah under the figure of four chariots, but the Spirit of God views them here as having a special character which does not appear in Daniel. In Daniel we get a public, or historical, view of the four kingdoms, and this was appropriate in the presentation of them to Nebuchadnezzar. But in Zechariah the angel interprets the import of the four chariots by saying, These are the four spirits of the heavens which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth (verse 5). So they are seen here as having some distinct relation to the working out of Gods plans as the Lord of all the earth. This is how God would have His saints to view the Gentile kingdoms; it is, we might say, a private view, reserved for faith, but one which is very comforting when it is spiritually apprehended. It shows that there is a working of God in His government and providence which goes on during the time of the successive Gentile kingdoms. The Gentile powers are entirely unaware of this working, but it is made known to the faith of the remnant. It is the hidden side of the times of the Gentiles. There is something going on all the time which is hidden from the eyes of men, but which is providentially causing things to work out for the furtherance of the plans of the Lord of all the earth during the long period which has come in between the setting aside of the throne of Jehovah in the earth and the coming of Christ, when divine government will be publicly set up in power. To know this is a great comfort for faith. 

    The stability of this secret government of God is set forth by the two mountains of brass from between which the four chariots came. God would have us to know that, though things seem to be unstable, and to be largely marked by a conflict of human ambitions, and sometimes by the predominance of what is evil, He is over-ruling on fixed principles which cannot be interfered with by any power of man. 

    It was the time of the second chariot when Zechariah prophesied. The great head of Gentile power had completely failed to answer to the responsibility entrusted to it, and had come under divine judgment. That is why He says, See, these that go forth towards the north country have quieted my spirit (or, satisfied mine anger) in the north country, verse 8. God judged Babylon for its pride, its idolatry, and its cruelty to His people, and in doing so He gave an intimation that all Gentile power that failed to answer to its responsibilities would also eventually be judged by Him. But in Cyrus God raised up a power that would be favourable to His people, and that would further the building of His house by the remnant delivered from Babylon. Publicly, Cyrus was just a great conqueror, but as known to the faith of Gods people there was a spirit of the heavens operating through him for the judgment of Babylon and the deliverance of the remnant. It might be said that this was so obvious in his case as hardly to need faith to discern it. But what was obvious in his case was, and is, really true in connection with all the Gentile kingdoms. Each, in his turn, has been in some way instrumental in furthering the divine plan. So the authorities that are above us are to be recognised as set up by God, and as being the ordinance of God. The authority is Gods minister to thee for good. So Paul says, Put them in mind to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient to rule, Titus 3: 1, and Peter says, Be in subjection therefore to every human institution for the Lords sake: whether to the king as supreme, or to rulers as sent by him, for vengeance on evildoers, and praise to them that do well, 1 Peter 2: 13. 

    All this has to do with our apprehension of something in the authorities, of which, perhaps, they themselves are entirely unaware. We recognise the spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth, as having some place in the matter. This is true, even though bad men may be in positions of rule. Indeed, it was made known by God to Nebuchadnezzar that the most High ruleth over the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men, Daniel 4: 17. Since the times of the Gentiles began, it has been important that Gods faithful remnant should know how to recognise, and be in subjection to, the authorities that exist. 

    It is said of the fourth chariot, and the strong go forth, and seek to go that they may walk to and fro through the earth. And he said, Go, walk to and fro through the earth, and they walked to and fro through the earth, verse 7. We can understand that the Roman kingdom would have a special place in this vision, because it was to be in the time of that kingdom that Christ would come in, and the assembly be found on earth. The wisdom of God was in this, so that the strong horses have a special commission such as is not given to any of the others. We may be sure that God has had a particular concern about the kind of Gentile power that should be running its course while His greatest actings were taking place. It was not by chance that the sphere of Roman power was so largely the area over which Christianity spread. There was an ordering of God in this, and the powers became publicly favourable to Christianity. Whatever human motives might have acted in this there was a spreading abroad of certain light as to God which had no place in the heathen world. So far as there was this, it was beneficial to men, and it seems to me that the angels words in Zechariah 6 would lead us to conclude that there is always some working of God in connection with the powers which He has set up for government here. It is a hidden working, but faith would recognise that it is there. I think Paul would speak to Felix, or to Festus, or to Agrippa, or to Nero, with a sense of this in his heart. They were the representatives of divine government in the world, as he was the representative of divine grace. He addresses them with all the respect due to their position. 

    Then in Zechariah 6: 9 another subject is introduced. We find that certain persons of the captivity, who had come from Babylon, were able to furnish gifts of silver and gold, of which crowns were made to be set upon the head of Joshua the high priest. The government of God, as under the hand of the first of the four empires, had brought severe pressure upon the people of God, but it had resulted in their being able to yield something which enhanced the priesthood. This illustrates the working of Gods government in its hidden character. The captivity was the outcome of a long course of unfaithfulness and departure, but for those who submitted to it in the fear of God it yielded gain. Any of us may find ourselves in some kind of captivity as the result of our wrong-doing. I suppose there are very few saints who have not at some time suffered under Gods governmental dealings as reaping what they have sowed. But what a comfort it is to gather from the scripture before us that if we submit to Gods government we shall acquire spiritual wealth! 

    The general condition in which the Christian profession is found today is one of captivity. There is but little of what the apostle speaks of as our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, and this is the result of a departure from the truth of such long standing that most people have come to accept it as normal Christianity. But those who have felt it to be bondage, and contrary to Gods mind, have come out of it with great spiritual gain. Much silver and gold has been found with those who, through the exercises of captivity, have learned to value Jerusalem and the house of God. Silver speaks of what God is as known in the grace of redemption. There was great acquisition of spiritual wealth when believers began to consider, in the light of Scripture, what had resulted from the death of Christ. Certain great and precious things are now subsisting realities by reason of the fact that Christ has died, and His blood has been shed. For example, the sins of believers have been put away, never to be remembered by God any more; and, as a result of this, Christ brings His redeemed ones to God in a priestly way; they are made nigh by His blood; they know the love of God, and have been reconciled to Him. As in the value of redemption, there is not a shade of distance between those who are reconciled and the blessed God. Then gold would lead us to think of divine glory as shining out in the bestowal of a wholly new place before God as children and sons. It carries our thoughts to what subsists in the power of new creation; an order of things where what is old has passed away, and all things have become new, and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ. How different all this is from what obtains in the religious world! But this is what supplies crowns for the priesthood. There is nothing more important at the present time than that the priestly service should be enhanced, and I believe God intends that this shall be brought about by all that is happening. 

    No one can doubt that the nations of Europe have been under Gods special dealings from time to time; and Gods people in many countries are under great pressure. But the inward working of it is to give us silver and gold; that is, to secure to us increased knowledge of God so that the priestly service may be enhanced. We should think much of this, and not merely of getting relief. It is possible for the service of God to take on a character beyond what has been yet known in the assembly. New crowns may be made; and those who bring their acquired wealth to make them will have them for a memorial in the temple of Jehovah, verse 14. Who that loves God would not covet to have such a memorial as this, to bring something that contributes to the dignity and glory of the priestly service! 

    But at the time when Joshua has the crowns set upon his head he also receives a special word from Jehovah with reference to Christ. We may be sure that if priestly conditions are promoted amongst us there will be great enlargement in the knowledge of Christ. He will be seen as the One who truly builds the temple. Behold a man whose name is the Branch; and he shall grow up from his own place, and he shall build the temple of Jehovah: even he shall build the temple of Jehovah, verses 12, 13. There will be no spiritual understanding of the temple as it exists today unless we see that Christ is the One who builds it. If our responsible building does not take character from Christs building it will be worthless. So it is of vital importance to consider the man whose name is the Branch. His advent was still future in Zechariahs day, but we know Him as One who has come in holy manhood, in whom everything that is for the pleasure and glory of God has appeared. God has raised unto David a righteous Branch; He has come in according to promise of the seed of David, Jeremiah 23: 5; Jeremiah 33: 15. The fact that He is called the Branch, or Sprout, indicates the freshness and vigour of what sprang forth in Him to be the righteousness and beauty and glory of His saints, so that He is for excellency and for ornament for those that are escaped of Israel, Isaiah 4: 2. A sprout is an energetic manifestation of life, and it is a fitting symbol or title of Him who has appeared as the fruit of the earth in such a wondrous way as born of the virgin. 

    The word, he shall grow up from his own place, shows how perfectly He accepted everything that was appointed for Him by the will of God, and how there was the development in Him from infancy to manhood of an obedience which was always perfect, but disclosed itself more and more fully at every step. That wondrous life is, indeed, an eternal study for the hearts of all the redeemed. I do not think it is too much to say that we may learn how He will fill every place of glory by seeing how He filled His own place in lowly incarnation. In one sense His place in incarnation is more wonderful than any other place which He will ever fill, for in that place He learned obedience from the things which he suffered. He came into the world in a body prepared for Him that He might do Gods will, and He became obedient unto death, though He was, indeed, the Lord of glory. His death is not mentioned in Zechariah 6, because the Spirit of God is calling attention here to Him as the Builder of the temple, and as the One who bears the glory, and who rules upon His throne and shall be a Priest upon His throne. But, as we know from other scriptures, He will do all this on the ground that He has glorified God in death. 

    And he shall build the temple of Jehovah: even he shall build the temple of Jehovah. What a new thought of the temple we get when we see that He builds it! It is twice repeated so that we may pay particular attention to it. It is clear from Hebrews 3: 3 that Jesus is the Builder of the house. For he has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. He selected Simon the first day that He saw him to be a stone in that wondrous structure. Do we delight to think of the sovereignty of love that selected us for such a place? Would we not like Him to put us where He will in that holy temple? The builders in Zechariahs day were encouraged by the thought of how Christ would build the temple. Our responsible building must be carried on in the light of how Christ builds. We shall not then labour in a fleshly way, but in a spiritual way, as knowing that only spiritual material is suitable for a spiritual house. 

    And he shall bear the glory. He is the true Eliakim, on whom hangs all the glory of His Fathers house; Isaiah 22: 24. He alone is great enough to sustain the glory as it is known today. He said, And the glory which thou hast given me I have given them, John 17:22. The true character of sonship is known to us by seeing that Christ bears the glory of it before the Father. But it is a. glory which He gives to His own. There are other glories also referred to in John 17 which He bears, and He will bear many glories in the coming day, for He will come in his glory, and in that of the Father, and of the holy angels, Luke 9: 26. At the present time, whatever favour or acceptance is granted to those called of God, He bears the glory of it, so that we see the glory of divine grace in Him. 

    And he shall sit and rule upon his throne. No doubt this refers to His coming reign, when He will restfully rule in His kingdom, but it is well to be reminded that He has a kingdom now. The Father has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, who is the true Solomon. In this connection we are reminded that it was Solomon who built the house; his kingdom was established that he might build the house for Jehovahs name. His peaceful supremacy was needed that nothing might interfere with the building of the house. Christ cannot use unsubdued material; it is only what comes under His rule that is suitable for Gods house. But His rule, as we know it, is a rule of love; His kingdom is pervaded by love, for He is the Son of the Fathers love. 

    And he shall be priest upon his throne. As the royal Priest He is after the order of Melchisedek, and He is already as we know from the epistle to the Hebrews, a Priest after that order. He serves His people in a priestly way according to the greatness of His Person, and the greatness of His place on the right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens; and, we may add, according to the greatness of the value and result of His offering up of Himself. He serves Godward, too, so that nothing may be lacking in the service of the house. How the consideration of this would elevate our thoughts! It was prophetically given to encourage the builders in Zechariahs day; but it is even more encouraging for us because what was prophetically spoken then is now a great and wondrous reality. 

    Then, finally, it is said, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. This is one of the many scriptures which serve to show clearly the Deity of the Messiah, for it is Messiah and Jehovah who are here spoken of. Between them both could not be said if the Man spoken of were not a divine Person. Chapter 13: 7 of this book confirms this, for it is written, Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts. It reminds us of such words in Johns gospel as I and my Father are one. Everything of Gods purposes of blessing is secured between Himself and His Anointed, so that there can be no possible breakdown. 

    They that are far off, coming and building at the temple of Jehovah is suggestive of the Gentiles having part in this holy work, even as it is now. But all building is to go on in the light of what was presented prophetically to the remnant in Zechariahs day. 
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    ZECHARIAH 6 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 6: 1 - 16

    CACIt is helpful to see that the prophet fills up the interval between the house of Jehovah being taken from Jerusalem and the coming of the Lord, the assembly filling its place in that course of time. Therefore the instruction is most helpful and necessary for us, as it was in Zechariahs day. 

    The first part of the chapter brings before us a subject very important for us to understand; that is, the course of what is going on in connection with the government of God in the world. The four successive empires of which Daniel has spoken are set forth in these four chariots. 

    QuesWould their being referred to as spirits suggest that the government of God is a living and active thing? 

    CACYes, and shows that Zechariah is not occupying us with the public history of these empires, but only with the hidden character of Gods government as known alone to heaven which goes on as the gentile empires run their course. We are now in the time of the fourth chariot  the Roman. It was there when Christ came into the world and has gone on all through and continues now. It is marked by strength. 

    QuesWhy is it here, the Lord of all the earth, and in Daniel, the God of the heavens? 

    CACTo show the earth is not left to itself; things are not allowed to take their course as if it was. It may not seem so, but faith understands there is the government of God going on all the time. 

    The chariots came out from between two mountains of brass. Gods government as known to faith is a very stable thing. Romans tells us that the powers that be are ordained of God and are ministers of good to the people of God. It may be hidden from the natural eye, but is known to faith. Even in times of persecution faith discerns a secret acting of God. 

    RemNebuchadnezzar recognises that the heavens do rule. 

    CACYes. Horses are a symbol of earthly power, but are under control, and the fourth empire is as much under control as any. The first chariot had then passed off the scene, it was the time of the second chariot. 

    The black horses pacified Gods anger (These ... have quieted my spirit in the north country) in the overthrow of Babylon by the Medo-Persian power, giving satisfaction to Him because it prepared the way for the return of the remnant and for the house to be built. God always overrules things in a secret and very definite way for the blessing of His people. 

    RemDaniel says, In the days of these kings. 

    CACIt is a comfort to know that there is not another, fifth empire. It is a great mercy, for there is nothing before the coming of the Lord. Military force is connected with the fourth power, as Daniel shows very definitely, which shows things are heading up. The control lies in the four spirits of the heavens, a power acting in a secret way and doing Gods work. Things look perhaps as if they have been handed over to the enemy. Daniel gives the empires on the public side and Zechariah the secret side of Gods government. 

    RemTo you it is given to know (Matthew 13: 11). 

    CACQuite so, and therefore we ought to know just where we are at the end of the times of the Gentiles. The stone will crush the feet of the image and become a great mountain and fill the whole earth. We are just at that time. The times of the Gentiles will end in the judgment of those powers, and Christs kingdom set up. 

    RemPsalm 2 gives it, The princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed. 

    CACSo He uses the rod of His anger. 

    QuesWould their going forth into all the earth show they fulfilled divine purpose? 

    CACYes, especially the last to cover the western world where christianity operates. It is allowed in Gods government. It has been said that the greatest event in the history of the world since the flood is the christianising of Europe. That is like the work of the spirits of the heavens, is it not? God in a secret way is against evil, and if powers rise up against the Lord and His Christ, God will have to say to them. That vein of government which is in line with what is right, is according to the spirits of the heavens. God is controlling and limiting evil, as we saw in the last chapter. 

    RemWhat a comfort to know that He is still the Lord of all the earth. He has sovereign rights everywhere. 

    CACThe principal thing with God is the blessing of His people and the prosperity of His work. We are subject to the powers that be, but knowing all the time that He whose right it is to reign is coming. It is not our confession that He is our Lord, but that He is the Lord of all the earth. This title had first been used in connection with taking possession of Canaan. His universal right was recognised in taking up a portion of territory. We have no rights here, but our rights are there. I have no right to my house, but He has right to it. Of course there is a providential title to it. 

    The second part of the chapter is of great importance as showing the gain which accrues to God from the sufferings that come upon His people under His government (verse 9). The priestly service is enhanced by the product of the sufferings of Gods people. The remnant had been suffering for seventy years under the first of the empires; that is, when captive in Babylon. Coming out of it they had silver and gold. They had acquired something which had its effect upon the priesthood. Whatever comes upon us in the ordering of God and we accept it, there is something we acquire from it. I suppose there are no saints that do not suffer from the government of God in some way. The acquisition of gold and silver largely depends upon our submitting to Gods government. Jeremiah is great on that  they must go into captivity and submit to it; if so it would be all right. Wrong-doing confessed does not arrest the action of divine government. It lands me into some kind of captivity, and if I submit to it I get some kind of gold and silver out of it. At the present time some of Gods people are suffering severely under the government of God. If they submit there will be gain. Rather than praying for relief we should be praying for more for God out of it  more crowns to put on the head of the priest. We should all aspire to have some material in the temple gained through our exercises, thereby getting spiritual substance, so that we can put crowns on the head of the priest. The idea is that the result might be something more precious for God in the assembly than ever before. Do we think to ourselves, this is going to bring something out of me to contribute to priestly service? 

    QuesWhat would silver and gold represent? 

    CACSilver and gold signify the knowledge of God  everything precious that is in the knowledge of God. Silver is redemption, and gold new creation. 

    QuesWould this be true of every believer? 

    CACCertainly  if he submits, not otherwise. If we do not submit to the government of God we get nothing. 

    RemJob says, He trieth me, I shall come forth as gold. 

    CACYes, he submitted. We often fight against it, but God keeps on with us until we submit. Then we get increased knowledge of God and every bit helps to enhance the priesthood. We have not an instance of the Lord submitting Himself to the powers that be. 

    QuesJehovah will refine Israel as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried, and he will say, It is my people; and they shall say, Jehovah is my God. Is that it? 

    CACYes, so something is gained. 

    QuesWhy the change from the house to the temple? What is the difference? 

    CACIt was the same building actually, of course. The house view of it is where God is known in His grace. In the temple there is light as to His mind. Both thoughts combine. 

    Then, He shall sit and rule upon his throne. That follows on Joshua getting the crowns on his head. They are now qualified for a new apprehension of Christ as the Branch  a largely increased apprehension of Him. 

    QuesWould you explain, He shall grow up from his own place? 

    CACIt is a very precious allusion to His incarnation. His incarnation is not only the basis of everything  His offices and glories  but truly more wonderful than anything else we shall ever know of Christ. 

    QuesHe shall grow up before him as a tender sapling. Does that refer to the same? 

    CACYes, His incarnation and acceptance of His appointed place as coming into the world in incarnation, the smallness, the reproach, the feebleness  He accepted that place. We can learn how Christ can fill every place in glory, because we learn how He filled His place in incarnation, for there is no other way. A new shoot out of the stock of Jesse sprang up; it was entirely new. 

    QuesIn the Fathers acclamation of the Son, would it not speak of His freshness there? 

    CACYes, I think so. The holy thing also which shall be born. It was an entirely new kind of manhood, true humanity, but humanity after its own order. It was life when everything was dead in Israel. We Gentiles are learning it, that we must have life in Christ  an entirely new source. 

    Jesse is a type of the faithfulness of God, and everything springs out of that in fruitfulness. Christ is the greatest expression of Gods faithfulness to man. 

    RemDestroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 

    CACResurrection power was inherent in Him. Who ever heard of a dead man able to raise himself? The whole truth of divine Personality is wrapped up in that. The point here is that he shall build the temple of Jehovah. It is said twice, it is emphasised. One of the first things He made selection of was Peter as a stone. It is good to regard ourselves in that light, taken up by Christ as living stones to be put in the temple, set there for the service of God. We should value that as much as anything. It is the greatest thing on earth today. The temple of God is holy, and such are ye. 

    And he shall bear the glory. There is no one great enough to bear the glory of what subsists now for the pleasure of God. No one but Christ could bear the glory of sonship as applying to us. The glory which thou hast given me I have given them. We get it as realising it is given to Christ  that is how we get it. The building is to go on in all the light of this. If we want to be occupied in building we must take in all these wonderful thoughts. And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his fathers house. And bearing the glory is sonship. He alone is able to bear the glory of it before the Father at this minute. 

    QuesWhat is the glory in John 17: 5? 

    CACThat is His place in Deity. The Father has given in manhood the glory of sonship. It is that of which He bears the glory that He gives. Of course He has a place as Son that belongs to Him and no other, but He bears the glory of sonship to share it. 

    RemHe is Christ, as Son over his house, in Hebrews 3. 

    CACHe is referred to in Hebrews as Aaron typically. It is not so much what He is on the throne, but His glory in sonship. We are too apt to connect sonship with ourselves, 

    but we need to look at Christ. We are sons by adoption, He by gift and as begotten. 

    That they may behold my glory. The glory of Christ as loved by the Father before the foundation of the world, we are privileged to behold, but never share. 

    RemThere is conferred glory, and inherent glory which is never shared. 

    RemHe shall be a priest upon his throne. 

    CACHe fills the office of Priest in relation to that system of things in which He rules. It speaks of sympathy. Then, The counsel of peace shall be between them both. That is the greatest of all. Jehovah, and below a Man, He who rules. A stability of unity lies in matters entirely between the Father and the Son, complete unanimity between Both and everything secured by divine Persons entering into this divine counsel  the saints given by the Son to the Father; by the Father to the Son, and then handed back to the Father. 
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    GRACE  THE LAW OF GODS KINGDOM (FER 11)

    Zechariah 6: 10 - 13; Hebrews 2: 6 - 10; Hebrews 4: 13 - 16

    My reason for speaking on a previous occasion of the kingdom was the very great practical effect on each one of us of a proper apprehension of its existence. I noticed that the apostle Paul is found at the end of the Acts preaching the kingdom of God. It was evidently an important subject of the apostles testimony. It began with Peter, and Paul takes up the theme, no doubt with fuller light. I referred also to the two great features of the kingdom  Christ exalted and glorified, not yet seated on His own throne, but made Lord and Christ at the right hand of God, and the Spirit down here; that is, a power equivalent to the authority at the right hand of God. Now I feel sure that if you do not understand that, you do not understand the kingdom, for the kingdom is a spiritual kingdom; and though it has the features of a kingdom, it is not yet manifested. That it is a spiritual kingdom is proved by the fact of its being maintained by the power of the Holy Spirit down here. You could not have the authority of the Lord maintained down here except by the power of the Holy Spirit  no man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Spirit  you have no sense of the authority of the Lord Jesus but by the Holy Spirit. To understand the kingdom we must of necessity have the lordship of Christ before us as a reality, and to that end it is maintained not only in word, but in power. 

    Now there are three points in reference to the kingdom that I want to bring before you. First, the Law of the kingdom; and when I say law I do not use the word in a technical and limited sense, but meaning by it the principle of the kingdom, in the same way that one speaks of the laws of nature, law in the sense of rule or principle. Then the second point is how that law is maintained, so that it should be efficient in regard of us, for it must be maintained in some way. And my third point is the application of the law of the kingdom to us, how it is intended to affect saints. I think that you will get help from the consideration of these things  not directly from what I say, but it may arouse the question in your minds  and you will find that there is great practical benefit to be derived from the kingdom. But I come to my first point: the law of the kingdom. 

    In the hand of man the kingdom has become a great mustard tree, and the principle of the kingdom is law, and I use the word now in its limited and technical sense; men have availed themselves of the kingdom, and have adapted it to the world. Kings and queens profess to rule by the grace of God, but in their hands the principle of the kingdom could not be grace; this is not possible, for they could not govern on that principle in the existing state of things, and so if man takes up the kingdom, the principle must of necessity be law: no other principle is possible in the world. The kingdom in the hand of man has thus been falsified, in that a principle has been introduced absolutely foreign to the thought of God. Now the simple principle of the kingdom is grace, and a verse will prove this to you; As sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. The kingdom in the divine thought of it is the reign of grace. You get the same thought expressed in the scripture I read in Hebrews 4: Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need; that is, grace is enthroned, and that is the thought of the kingdom according to God. I have no doubt whatever that when the kingdom is set up manifestly, when Christ has come to take up the government here, the kingdom will have that character. The law was given by the disposition of angels, but the world to come is put under the Son of man because the foundation of the world to come is in redemption; so in that day grace will reign through righteousness unto eternal life. We antedate that time and apprehend that the principle of the kingdom is grace. 

    The kingdom being founded on righteousness, sin is not imputed; hence we are not under law, but under grace, and so we can come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. It is a wonderful thing to find mercy and grace. I have experienced this for myself, and have seen it in its application to others. Saints are sometimes brought into very great straits; their way almost shut up, they come into extremity; but though they may be put thus through trial and sorrow for their good, yet mercy and grace come in, for they are not under law, but under grace. But you cannot come to the throne of grace with self-assertion; you must come in lowliness, and then you will find mercy and grace to help. And grace reigns unto eternal life. I do not think that the idea in that is to put eternal life off to the future: it is the end in view; grace must result in eternal life, and sin resulted in death. It is sometimes said that eternal life is generally future in Pauls writings; but Paul does not, I judge, intend to present eternal life in the future, but in a moral sense, For instance he speaks of our having our fruit unto holiness, and, the end everlasting life  that does not put it off to the future; and so, too, in writing to Timothy he says: Lay hold on eternal life, and again to the Galatians, He that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. The reaping-time is now; you reap eternal life of the Spirit. Well, my first point is that the law of the kingdom is grace, and I would say, Get your eye off what men have made of the kingdom of God, and bear in mind that the principle of the kingdom according to God is grace. 

    The next point is a little difficult to make clear, but I trust the Lord may give me grace to convey to you what is before me. It is how the principle of the kingdom is practically maintained. Now I do not doubt for a moment that this is by priesthood, and I do not see how it could be maintained otherwise. We could not be maintained in the liberty of grace apart from priesthood. The first mention of priesthood in the Old Testament was when Abraham was returning from the slaughter of the kings; Melchisedec, the priest of the Most High God, met him, and brought forth bread and wine. At any rate we get in that incident the idea of support and of joy ministered to Abraham, the man of God, and it was after the slaughter of the enemies. It was the expression of the divine mind in regard of Abraham; it was the pleasure of God to minister to Abraham, in whom the people of God were foreseen. 

    Now in looking at the passage in Zechariah 6: 11, etc., we pass on to the future. Joshua, the high priest, who was crowned, was not the Branch; he simply represented the Branch. Of Him we read that He sits and rules upon His throne; He is King upon the throne of David. There are two very distinct thoughts in the passage; one is that He is King, He shall sit and rule upon his throne; and the other, He shall be a priest upon his throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both  that is, the establishment of peace is dependent upon the throne and the priesthood. In the millennium, the throne and the priesthood will be combined in Christ. He is a Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. Then the people of God will have the counsel of peace, and they will experience too the support and refreshment that the Lord will bring forth to them. He will fulfil the type of Moses and Aaron, who, on the day of the consecration, came out of the tabernacle and blessed the people. As yet Christ is not seated upon His throne: We see not yet all things put under him, but we see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour. In Psalm 110, He is called to sit on the right hand of God: Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool; but that is not His own throne, and this prophecy is not literally fulfilled until He takes His throne; but it shows what is proper to Him, and He will yet have it; but for the moment He is a Priest at the right hand of God. For us the Son of man is crowned with glory and honour at the right hand of God, and is a Priest there; but you cannot yet get priesthood exercised after the Melchisedec character, because Christ is not yet a King upon His throne. 

    Now, for the application of priesthood to us, we may look at the end of Hebrews 4. Christ has passed through the heavens  a figure taken, no doubt, from the high priest on the day of atonement, for, as we have seen, Christ is not yet upon His throne. It is evident that the object of the priesthood of Christ is that grace may be available to us, that we may come boldly to the throne of grace, to find grace for daily need. We do not come there for the assuring of our hearts that we are forgiven our sins  that is not the idea of it; but it is available for saints in their course down here. There are two forms of pressure under which we come, weakness within and pressure from without; there are few people who do not know something of both. As conscious of weakness, we need, not just bread and wine, but grace and mercy: grace in regard of weakness within, and mercy in regard to pressure without. If people are callous and indifferent or hard, they do not get the experience of grace; but if on the other hand, they are lowly, they experience both grace and mercy. It is not the thought of God that we should be shut up in extremity, but that we should obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

    Priesthood stands in contrast to mediatorship. In the provision of a Mediator, God has bridged the distance between Himself and man; that was the thought of grace. God had to be glorified, righteousness to be secured, and God to be revealed, and all that has been effected; but with all that, the thought of grace was to bridge the distance between God and man, and that in a moral sense. Now in the Mediator this is effected; we find there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, and in the fact of the one Mediator, and of His having given Himself a ransom for all, the distance between God and man has been annulled on Gods side. In the Mediator, God has brought Himself close to man, so that the testimony of the gospel goes out to man; God can approach man thus. He would have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth; He can approach man thus, because the infinite distance between Himself and man has been removed in the Mediator and in His work. God presents Himself now to man as a Saviour God. 

    But the distance had also to be bridged on mans side, as to his sense of things; approach to God had to be secured practically, and what makes it practical is the priest. Priesthood is essential to us, that in our minds the distance between man and God might be abolished; and you do not understand this except as you enter into the reality of priesthood. I feel sure we do not appreciate the place that priesthood fills in the divine economy; we see the testimony of God going out world-wide, because the distance between God and man has been bridged in the Mediator; but saints are not so sensible of how the distance is gone between man and God, bridged through the Priest. The Priest is Representative of His people; that is clear: He does not represent God, but the people of God. He ever liveth to make intercession for them. Aaron was representative of Israel, and now Christ is Representative of the true people of God, and our righteousness is perfect, for our Representative is our righteousness. So, though we are a poor infirm people on earth, we are represented by One who is not infirm or imperfect. Nothing can in any way interfere with our righteousness  He is our righteousness; righteousness is eternally secured, and so we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand. 

    But the One who is our Representative in the presence of God is One who can feel with us in our weakness and infirmity here; that is a great point to get hold of; and thus it is we learn how the distance is gone between ourselves and God, the righteous One is our righteousness in the presence of God, and sympathises with us in our infirmities. Now, you will admit that this is a different thought from that of the Mediator; the Mediator is not for the people of God; the Mediator has to say on the part of God to the unconverted; the Mediator is between God and men, and its application is universal  He gave Himself a ransom for all  but the Priest is not for the unconverted, but is Representative of the people of God  that is, of the converted. He is before the face of God for them, and sympathises with them in the pressure under which they are. 

    It is most wonderful to think that a divine Person is our Representative in the presence of God, and at the same time able, as a Man, to sympathise with us in our weakness and infirmity down here. It has been said that priesthood is for the prevention of failure  to help us in our pressure. Now, that is a great point, and we must all acknowledge how much we miss from not having a more real sense of the Priest. He is at the right hand of God interceding for us, for His people. 

    Now, you have the sense that you can come boldly to the throne of grace, that you may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. I do not want to go to God for this or that to improve my circumstances or gratify me as to things down here, but as a suppliant for grace and mercy. Deeply conscious of weakness within and of pressure without  it may be pressure of circumstances, or of ill-health, or of bereavement  I am in circumstances where I need mercy and grace to help in time of need. Well, if you have the sense of the Priest, and of His sympathy, you will come boldly to the throne of grace. I lay stress on the word boldly. 

    Priesthood is the divinely-ordained way that grace might be in the ascendant in the hearts of the saints, that they should be conscious of and use the throne of grace, and I do not think that in any other way people could be conscious that the way is open to God. 

    I want you to follow the distinction I have drawn between the Mediator and the Priest; there can be no failure in Gods approach to man in the Mediator, but in the question of our approach to God there may be much failure to appropriate the Priest. We cannot fail to see how everything has been falsified in Christendom: they have set up a priesthood in imitation of Judaism, for when failure comes in, men will go back to a former dispensation. The Galatians were going back to law and circumcision; and Christendom in the same way has gone back to a priesthood after the flesh, which I should repudiate emphatically. The truth is that the king and the priest must go together, and I do not care for any priest who is not also king. In Christ we find the King and the Priest and the Prophet all combined; He who is Priest at the right hand of God is both Lord and Christ. 

    I come now to my third point: why we are placed under grace down here. It is that we might have our senses exercised to discern between good and evil. You can carry out righteousness only in the presence of grace. You could not walk in self-judgment except as in the sense of grace, that is, that sin is not imputed; then it is that I can judge sin in myself, and that is the first principle of righteousness in a Christian. If my mind is assaulted by evil  evil thought or evil conception  I have to humble myself that I should have allowed myself to be thus overcome, even for a moment; but in so doing I judge myself; I do not remain there. It is in the very fact of my being under grace that I have ability thus to judge myself. If clouds have dimmed my sight, having judged myself, I find out that Christ is as bright to me as ever  Towards me as eer Thourt bright. And the result of all that is, you have your senses exercised to discern between good and evil. Did you ever judge yourself before you were converted? No, you could not; unconverted people could have no clear sense of good and evil, because they do not judge themselves in regard to God; they may judge themselves by their fellows, but not in the light of God; they do not think of judging the thoughts and intents of their hearts. Many brought up in the light of christianity are straightforward and honourable in regard to their fellow-men, but they do not judge themselves; and that is the first principle of righteousness. 

    Well, the result of being under grace is that, having your senses exercised to discern between good and evil, it produces the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and that leads to fruit unto holiness. There is the practice of righteousness and advance in holiness, and righteousness and holiness are the characteristics of the new man. The new man is created after God in righteousness and holiness of truth; for you could not get righteousness and holiness apart from truth: it all comes out in the light of the blessed revelation of God; it is there that you reach righteousness and holiness. 

    Now all this is consequent upon the Priest. Little as I understand it I bless God for the divine ordering and appointment in the Priest. 

    My desire is that you may not take up divine things as amateurs; it is not in that way that we come into the reality of them. You have to go into things with purpose of heart, and then you learn something of the value of the Priest, and see the blessed grace that is leading you in paths of righteousness for His names sake. And righteousness always goes in the direction of holiness, and the end is eternal life. You come to that which is truth in Jesus, the having put off the old man ... and put on the new. 

    May God give us to know better the principles of the kingdom, and how it is maintained, and what we gain from the fact of our being placed under grace, and having a throne of grace where we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
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    ZECHARIAH 6 (JND 38)

    Zechariah 6

     5. Note, also, there is, I believe, no such thing as the Jehovah of all the earth. It is not a scriptural expression. There is the God of all the earth, Isaiah 54. Otherwise, it is King of all the earth (Psalm 47), and in this Book chapter 14: 9. Otherwise, it is Lord (Adon) of all the earth, from Joshua 3:13, Micah 4:13, and here. Hence we shall understand the force of the expression O Jehovah, our Adon (Lord), how excellent is Thy name in all the earth! See the full statement in Micah 4: 5. 

     15. It would appear that bhe-khal (A.V., in the temple) is simply at work at the building of; see Nehemiah 4:4, 11 (or 10, 17, English). The ministration of the rchokim (A.V., They that are far off) in the service of the Temple, when the Man, whose name is the Branch, should build it, would be further evidence of the truth of the Spirit of Christ; compare Isaiah 4:2, Jeremiah 23:5, and chapter 33: 15. The reference to Christ, in His Melchizedek character, is remarkable here. In both passages it is referred to Joshua, and it is he who has exercised for the Remnant of Israel, i.e., Israel, the office of priest, who etc., as here. He is the tzemakh (Branch) Jehovah, and the tzemakh (Branch) David, and the tzemakh tzaddik (righteous Branch) who shall execute. But here He is to sit on His throne  the iniquity removed in one day, and they, the restored Jewish Remnant, shall know the mission of truth. 

    At the end of this chapter closes that prophecy, the order of which, as relating to the latter days, is, I think, now pretty plain. Moreover the distinction of the two prophecies is most important. Hitherto, though leadingly occupied with Judah as the place where it centred in operation and result, the prophecy has been mystical and symbolical, taking it as Church order, building Gods, or Christs house, and hence involves the accomplishment of all the co-ordinate purposes of God, the principles on which He has been governing in the Church, on which it has failed, and the clearing (though not directly, as the sphere of present observation) the heavenlies, wherein the blessings, etc., were of all the earth, Christs right ordering, in a new state of things, being the great subject, and this is the key to all that prophecy. Nor shall we ever see rightly the blessings to the Jews, till we see them as a part of the great scene of New Jerusalem blessings, as in Hosea, when, which explains what I mean, the Lord shall hear the heavens, and the heavens shall hear the earth, and the earth shall hear the corn and the wine and the oil, and the corn and the wine and the oil shall hear Jezreel. And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy, etc. 

    The prophecies which follow are the literal development of the prophecies to the Jews, as a literal nation, fulfilling the promises of God to them as a nation distinctively known as such, and following on the long-known associations which belonged to them as a nation known in a given place upon earth of old. 
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    THE PURPOSE OF GOD IN A DAY OF SMALL THINGS (JT 10)

    Zechariah 6

    JTThere seems to be a division of the book at the end of the sixth chapter, and I thought it would perhaps furnish a good close for our series of readings, especially as it brings before us the priestly kingship of the Lord Jesus as set over against the empires of the world. 

    FLThe empires of the world are shown in the chariots with the horses, and then there comes in the Melchizedek, or priest-and-king character. When Melchizedek first appears there was a confederacy of the powers; Abram overcomes, and then he, who was priest and king, comes in. 

    JTThere were two groups of kings in the conflict and Abram overcomes, delivering his brother, and then the priest appears. 

    FLYes, so there are two groups here, towards the north and the south. 

    JTIt might be well to make clear that both agencies are used of God. That is, the horses in this chapter are not regarded as powers against God, but are used in His service. The Gentile monarchies were subservient to God, but in the character of horses; that is, they have no hearts or consciences. They have to be controlled by external means, or pressure. On the other hand, the priest seen in the second half of the chapter sitting upon his throne is a man, and with a mans sensibilities and sympathies, and with a mans intelligence, so that the will of God is seen perfectly presented in him, in his kingdom. 

    FTThe Gentile powers are viewed here as carrying out the disciplinary will of God, and His Spirit gets rest in necessary judgments being executed; 

    but there is that restraining hand over the governing powers of the earth. Though they have neither conscience nor regard for God, in the true sense, yet God lets them go so far and then stops them; but His Spirit is quieted. 

    JTYes, they suggest the means by which God preserves a measure of order and repression of evil, pending the setting up of His throne upon which the Lord Jesus shall rule. 

    WCRIt says the four chariots came out from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. 

    JTAlluding, I think, to the judgment of God. They carry out the judgment of God. 

    WCRWhat are the two mountains? 

    JTI suppose fulness of governmental power for the repression of evil in this world. 

    WCRWhen the seals are opened you get different horses coming out there, the white, red and black, but there is a man riding the horses there. Is that any different? 

    JTRevelation 6 is more local. These are universal, beginning with the setting up of power in the hands of the Gentiles in Nebuchadnezzar. Revelation 6 is more limited, because it came in later and refers, I apprehend, to the course of things in western Europe, generally the Roman empire. But these are universal; they go into all directions. 

    AFMWhy are the nations different in the way of colours? 

    FLI suppose in the Revelation the colours are in accordance with the results that follow, or rather connected with them. That is, the white for conquest; the red for war; the black for famine; the pale for death. I suppose the colours here would be in connection with the characteristics of the empires. 

    JTI think the mountains of brass represent the power available in the government of God for the repression of evil in the world, so they continue on in that light, and we, as Christians, recognise that. 

    Romans 13 refers to the establishment of government by God. 

    FLHow much we have to be thankful for in the regard of the governmental ways of God! That is, the very worst government there ever was on earth is better than no government. It has been our lot to be under what must be ranked as good governments; we should, therefore, pray for them with all the more liberty. 

    JTQuite; we see they are ordained of God, pending the introduction of the government that is altogether according to His own mind. The Christian in that way has an immense advantage because he sees why things are. The conditions on this earth would be intolerable aside from what these horses typify. Whether they are red, black, white or grisled, we recognise them as having come in from between the two mountains of brass. Being horses, they are without consciences or hearts, so we must not expect too much from them. Whatever does come through them in the way of good we owe it to God, who curbs and controls them by bit and bridle, Psalm 32: 9. 

    AFMIs that why they are called the four spirits of the heavens? 

    JTYes. It is remarkable that they are spoken of in that way, showing how they are of God from this point of view. 

    JBThey come forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. The earth is in view. 

    JTQuite, and Gods supremacy in it. He is Lord of all the earth; sovereign Ruler. The Lord, when rejected, according to Matthews account, lifts up His eyes to His Father as the Lord of heaven and earth, Matthew 11: 25. There is a recognition of His sovereign rule. Christ, to whom the throne of the world belonged, according to the Fathers appointment (Psalm 2) was present, but He accepts rejection and pursues His course as a Priest merely; He will reign as Priest at the end, according to our chapter, but He exercises the function of Priest, you might say, first. 

    Melchizedek in Genesis 14, shows how, in Christ, priesthood and kingship are combined. The two groups of kings, the one under Chedorlaomer, the other the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, were of course contending for their own rights on earth; they were not thinking of the will of God, but of themselves, yet God was controlling with the bit and bridle. The Lord of heaven and earth has His universal rights. Abram understood this, and refused to take anything from the king of Sodom. 

    FLSo Psalm 24 starts: The earth is the Lords, and the fulness thereof. We never surrender that. And the fourth chapter here states how they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth. Very well, these governing powers may exercise authority on the earth, but we never surrender the claim that The earth is the Lords, and the fulness thereof, and back of all, His eyes run to and fro through the whole earth in view of His people being here. But in the light of this chapter Christians should be in submission to the powers that be. 

    JTSo that in the meanwhile we carry on, as the Lord did, priestly functions. The Father was the Lord of heaven and earth, and the Lord spoke about babes. The Fathers things were revealed to babes. Whilst He maintained these Gentile powers and used them, yet He was now taking up a new thing, and the Lord pursues His own service in humility and obscurity; which indeed marks Christianity. The Gentile powers continue, but the priesthood of Christ is carried on and He is developing, as you might say; a company of priests, for they are seen here in the latter part of the chapter. He is developing that out of the babes. So the chapter opens up a very great deal in that way; I think our position is clearly defined as regards these horses. We leave them where the Lord has placed them, give thanks for them, pray for them, as Paul directs Timothy to do; but we pursue our own way in the exercise of priestly service. The reigning time will be here presently. 

    FLHave quieted my spirit in the north country is a remarkable expression. 

    JTYou feel how great the need is today for something of this kind in the north country. There is no right minded person but recognises the dreadfulness of the conditions that arise in this world among men when ordered government is overthrown. Mans will is acting, and Satan behind it; and so personally you are thankful that God introduces and maintains government to restrain that and maintain order and peace. It says, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. (1 Timothy 2: 2) That is what we are concerned about. 

    FLIn that way our spirits become quieted. We are confronted with circumstances that are full of anxiety; and yet in the light of what the Lord holds in reserve, behind all, we have quietness of spirit. It is not that we do not sympathise and feel, but we see the issue, we know the end. Here Gods Spirit is quieted in that way. 

    JTYes. We must not undervalue these horses. They are of great importance pending the public establishment of the throne of God. As it is said, God ... ... hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the world in righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordained, Acts 17: 30, 31. It will not be then by these horses, but by that man whom he hath ordained. And as to this God has given assurance unto all in that He has raised Christ from the dead. 

    AFMDo these horses extend to the present day? Do they refer to the four great monarchies and would you say we are in the presence of the last one, the Roman? 

    JTThat is, those called grisled and bay. The strong go forth, it says in verse 7, and seek to go that they may walk to and fro through the earth. That evidently is the Roman system, because it has branched out in all directions and is stronger really than any of the empires; and it continues, in the principle of it at least, until now. 

    AFMI suppose the elements of the other three are there? 

    JTNo doubt. 

    FLIt is marked by peculiar power. It is weakened by the clay, and it is that which we have today. It was that under which the Lord was born; and under which we now are, and it will be restored to fuller power after we are gone. 

    JTYes, the Lord ministered under it and recognised it, too. 

    FLRender therefore unto Caesar. (Matthew 22: 21) 

    EHTDo the colours indicate certain conditions that existed at certain times? 

    JTI should say so. Red, for instance, would point to some distinctive feature of the first empire. 

    EHTThen in the colours there must be an advance at the end as to evil. In view of that, the Lord comes in at the end and destroys all. 

    JTThat is true as we see elsewhere, but the point here is, that they are employed by God for the government of the world, pending the establishment of Christs kingdom, which latter is spoken of later in this chapter. 

    WCRThey are not exactly against what is of God now: the teaching of this passage would therefore apply at the present time. 

    JTQuite; they are not seen here as scattering Israel, Judah and Jerusalem, but in relation to the whole earth. It is the government of the earth here that we are under; they are under Christ, They are said to be the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. 

    AFMBut the position these chariots occupy will be taken up by the Lord when He comes. 

    JTOnly He does not take up any of these horses. How delightful it will be for God the Father to have One to rule who is capable of entering into His mind and who is in every way to His pleasure! It is a Man, One who is subject to God; The BRANCH as He is called here. He is alluded to as The BRANCH, growing up in His place. The Antichrist comes in his own name, but the Lord Jesus as here, as Man, was in dependence on God and moved according to His will. 

    JBThen take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high priest. What is the thought there of the silver and gold of which they made the crowns? In chapter 3 it is said a fair mitre was put upon his head. 

    JTThe latter was the high priests head dress, but now he has additional glory and the crowns would refer to kingly dignity. Of the Lord, it is said, On his head were many crowns. (Revelation 19: 12) He is to be KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. No doubt each crown will have reference to some distinctive glory and rule. 

    FLWhen He comes and all His holy angels with Him, He shall sit upon the throne of His glory. It is not the perpetuation of anything that was here. I was thinking of how beautifully this scripture connects with Psalm 110; The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning; thou hast the dew of thy youth. The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries. He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head. 

    JTSo that the kingdom is taken up by the Priest, as if God were to emphasise the fact that henceforth government is to be in the hands of one possessed of human sympathies and affections. 

    AFMIt is not Zerubbabel here; it is the Priest. 

    JTYes, I think therefore it helps to connect it with the Lords position as carrying on His ministry on earth. There was testimony to His kingly dignity, but He was rejected and slain. But God has raised Him from the dead, and now He carries on His priestly service in heaven; presently He will sit as a Priest on His throne. 

    AFMOf course you distinguish between the character of the priesthood there and that which He carries on now. He is priest after the order of Melchizedek, but the character of His service now is not Melchizedek. 

    JTNot yet. The function is Aaronic, as we have often noticed, but the order is Melchizedek, who without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life, but made like unto the Son of God, abideth a priest continually. (Hebrews 7: 3) But as regards the manner of His service, it is Aaronic. That is, it is His service inside now. He is not yet in publicity, but nevertheless the service is priestly and it is carried on in all the sympathies of a Man; but then all these sympathies which we know, and which bring down such mercies and blessings now shall be seen in public rule presently. God having raised Him from the dead, will judge the world in righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, Acts 17: 31. The assurance God gives of His estimate of Christ is in the resurrection; in that he hath raised him from the dead; and the testimony of that is now in the gospel. 

    FLThe service of the sanctuary, the Aaronic priesthood, is what we know now. 

    EHTHe shall grow up out of his place? What significance has the place and the growing up out of it? 

    JTI think it refers to the Lord; His birth and humanity here on earth. That is, He is known, so to speak, locally. He accepted the circumstances into which He was born and grew up in dependence on God. He was a carpenter and despised as such, but the poor of the flock recognised Him; Zechariah 11: 11. 

    AFMWould that indicate the perfection of His own obedience? All others had left their places angels had departed, and men had departed, but here is a new order of Man come in, and He grows up in a certain sphere. 

    JTThat is the idea. God appointed a way for Him. He brought Him in in the most humble circumstances; born in a manger and brought up in a poor family, He did not seek to alter anything. The word BRANCH here is from the same root as grow up. I was cast upon thee from the womb, Psalm 22: 10. He was entirely dependent upon God. 

    from the outset. Isaiah says, He shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground; he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him, Isaiah 53: 2. 

    FLIn Revelation 5, where it is a question of taking the throne of power and judgment, He is presented as the Root of David. This lays the foundation of all kingdom power and administration, but at the end, in Revelation 22, when He is speaking as the blessed Man, I Jesus, He is presented as the root and the offspring of David. That is, the Branch comes out of David, as Zechariah speaks of Him. I think as the Branch of David, He is the Offspring, and that is connected with the Man, Jesus, but the fifth of the Revelation is His greatness and glory as Redeemer, and so He is the Root of David. 

    JTYes. Root implies His deity, but it is very beautiful to think of Him born into these circumstances according to divine appointment, the Fathers appointment, and He never raised His finger to alter them. He grew up where He was placed, and His beauty came under Gods eye without His circumstances being altered at all. That is what pleases God. So in due time that Man is to rule. 

    JBAt the end of Luke 2 when Jesus was twelve years old, it speaks of His going to Nazareth and being subject to His parents, and then it says that He increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 

    FLPsalm 110 is very beautiful in that connection; thou hast the dew of thy youth. That is what came out in Him in that way. 

    JTHe retains His youthfulness. 

    DRHe shall rule them (the nations) with a rod of iron. Would that have a connection with what comes before us here? 

    JTThat is involved also in the word to the overcomers in Thyatira (Revelation 2: 26, 27). They should rule in that way, too. I suppose it refers to the power by which all evil is broken up, but as regards the Lords rule, He has true sympathies and affections. The sway is moral. Of course he has power by Him to repress evil, a sinner one hundred years old shall be cut off, but generally speaking the millennium is moral sway. There shall be no need of armies or navies, or anything of that kind. It is moral sway. The character of the rule is priestly. It is a Priest upon His throne. 

    FLSo everything comes to the valley of decision, Joel 3: 14. All is assembled into the valley of decision, and when the decision is made and all evil is separated from that which is in submission to the Lord; and the evil is dealt with and broken with a rod of iron, from henceforth everything is administered in grace and sympathy. What is the residue, is ruled in entire grace and sympathy. 

    JTYes, that is it. The iron may always be there, but the allusion, I think, is to the shepherds rod. He shall shepherd all the nations with an iron rod, Revelation 12: 5. 

    AFMWould the introduction of the temple here, enforce the thought of the priesthood taking precedence of the kingdom? He shall build the temple of the Lord: even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne. The temple comes in first. 

    JTThe passage is very beautiful, as introducing the thought of the Man. He considers for God. He shall build the temple of the Lord. When Jesus was here He found the temple corrupted and He used the scourge of small cords to cleanse it, and the word is, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. That is, He showed how He considered for God. He was concerned about the house of God, and now if the house of God is to be built, He builds it. He shall build the temple of the Lord; and then He bears the glory. That He can sustain the glory, refers to His personal greatness. 

    JBHe says, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. He is the one that builds it there. 

    AFMThen will be fulfilled, the word, The latter glory of this house shall be greater than of the former. 

    JTQuite. All this would be a word for the people in that day, for they were not building. There is always a local application of the truth. They were not doing this, and the point was that they should do it. If The Branch is to do these things, this is what Joshua should be doing. 

    EHTIn saying He sustains the glory, is it your thought that in building the temple, and sustaining it, the mind of God is always seen? Is that what you have in mind as to glory? 

    JTHe sustains the glory. I suppose the ark is alluded to. The ark is referred to in this way. He delivered his strength into captivity, and his glory into the enemys hand, Psalm 78: 61. Now that shall never happen again, because Christ sustains all that is for God. 

    FLWhat is your thought about the counsel of peace shall be between them both? 

    JTI suppose it is between God and Christ. Peace is the subject, it is the counsel of peace. What a change from what we have now in the different national counsels! 

    FLAnd what a delusion is the assumption that it can be reached in any other way! 

    JBThey slew the Prince of Peace, and the earth can never have peace until He comes back. 

    RLCThis all beautifully leads up to the remnant. One asked What are those wounds in thine hands?, He received them in the house of His friends, but the poor of the flock that waited on Him knew that His word was the word of Jehovah; chapter 11: 11. 

    JTYes, the next section, beginning with the seventh chapter, develops a good many subjects that lead up to the coming of the Lord, but the place Christ has in the purpose of God is the point up to the end of the sixth chapter. The purpose of God is to have this Ruler; to bring in peace and have Him on the throne. The hidden wisdom of God was there. It was all there in the lowly Jesus, but the princes of this world did not know it. They did not see the immense advantage to mankind that there was in that Man: all divine wisdom was there, but the princes of this world did not know it; had they known it, says Paul, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory (1 Corinthians 2: 8), but they did crucify Him and hence are deprived of all that wisdom. It is all reserved now for us. 

    AFMDoes the fourteenth verse show, that He is not alone in all this? 

    JTThe crowns shall be for Helem, and for Tobijah, and for Jedaiah, and for Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of Jehovah. It seems as if we have suggested there a royal priesthood. Ye are ... ... a royal priesthood, Peter says. (1 Peter 2: 9) 

    FLThere is moral significance in all this that it was brought about by those who had come from Babylon. You have to come out from Babylon, the dominating system. 

    JBYou refer to the tenth verse? 

    FLYes, so to them is committed the taking up of the silver and gold for the crown for the pre-eminent one, and then they seem to come in in association with Him. 

    JTIn view of all this it is well worth while coming from Babylon. 

    AFMIt would also suggest suffering. Coming from Babylon involves that. And then you see the pre-eminent One crowned on account of His suffering. 

    FLIf we suffer, we shall also reign with him. (Romans 8: 17) 

    JTI suppose these crowned ones would be an allusion to the present priesthood of the saints, as a memorial in the temple? Peter in his epistles brings in the great gain that accrued to the Jewish remnant, and among the many things mentioned was this great fact, that they were a royal priesthood, and their service was to show forth the virtues of Him who had called them out of darkness into His marvellous light. Peter treats of Gods government, which involved that those who received the Messiah were not set up in Jerusalem, according to the promises made to the fathers, but they have greater things, and, whilst the Gentile power continues (Honour the king), they are to carry on priestly functions, and thus show forth the praises of Him who had called them out of darkness. 

    FLI think we get an idea of this in the gospels. The Lord had those who were separated from the order of things under Himself, and now He says to them that they shall sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. It is very clear that He apportions thrones to them. It does not belong to them in a tribal way, because nine of the tribes were not there; and those gathered out of Judah, Benjamin and Levi are to sit on thrones of other tribes. It is the sovereign disposition of those that had come from Babylon, as it were, and who were associated with Him in government. 

    JTIt says in the fifteenth verse; And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the Lord; and ye shall know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me into you. Those afar off shall be added showing how interest shall be increased. 

    F.L. Who are those? 

    JTI suppose the Gentiles shall work at it. The king of Tyre helped in Solomons day. I suppose the Lord being over the nations, they shall be available to Him. 

    DRTen men shall take hold, out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you; for we have heard that God is with you, Zechariah 8: 23. 

    FLIt would seem to suggest the time in which the Lord takes up His rights in the earth as a whole; He gives a foothold around the temple to the nations, that they may feel that they have an attachment to that spot in connection with His person and His rule. 

    JTYes, 1 Corinthians shows how at the present time Gentiles (Christians) have a part in it. Know ye not that ye are the temple of God? 1 Corinthians 3: 16. 

    JBOf Solomons temple it was said; Mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people, Isaiah 56: 7. The temple was not confined in its influence, or the light that was there, to the house of Israel. 

    JTSolomon was really in the mind of God to be head of the nations, all nations should come. In fact this book shows that not only shall they come to build the temple, but to worship the Lord at Jerusalem and keep the feast of tabernacles there, showing how complete the result shall be; Zechariah 14. 

    JBGod has an earthly centre, and that is the centre of the whole earth. 

    AFMI suppose the building of that temple would be that the second chapter might be fulfilled, where God says, Lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. 

    JTThat is the end in view. I suppose this chapter shows how the dwelling is prepared. A priest builds it, but those afar off builded it also. 

    FLThe concentric circles come out after the Lords suffering and death, as we get them in the twenty-second Psalm. It is very beautiful. I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. That is the first circle. Ye that fear the Lord, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel. That is another circle Then All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the Lords; and he is the governor among the nations. There you get the full result of redemption and it includes what we have here. 

    JTIt is so refreshing to have these things before us, especially now; and to see how God moves to bring about His own designs, and the agencies that He uses in carrying them out. 

    GWHOnly one of the circles mentioned in Psalm 22 is in evidence now. 

    FLYes, the second of Hebrews gives it to us, but hidden in the assembly is really the remnant, the children which God hath given me, Hebrews 2: 13. Then the other circles come into view after the assembly is translated. 

    JBYou alluded before to the eighth chapter of Zechariah. At the end of that chapter there is a very blessed account of the coming day with regard to the nations, beginning at the eighteenth verse. We get the circles marked out very blessedly there it seems to me. 

    JTYes, it says, in verse 20, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities; And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts; I will go also. Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold, out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you; for we have heard that God is with you. A remarkable result! 

    AFMYou regard these chapters we have considered as reaching the highest point in the prophecy? 

    JTI think that the six chapters set out the great thought in the mind of the Spirit as to the purpose of God. Then the seventh chapter begins a new theme. It says, And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius. It is another date. 

    AFMI was referring to the earlier chapters that we have noticed during these meetings; they present the highest thought that we have in this prophecy. There would be nothing greater than what we have considered? 

    JTI think the sixth chapter is the completion of the main subject. Of course the others have their place too, and are important, but I think the end of the purpose of God is outlined in those six chapters, ending with the Priest on His throne. There is much that fills in in these following chapters. For instance, in the ninth chapter the Lord is seen coming in lowliness and grace. And then, as regards His priestly service, as I was remarking, I believe the service in the gospels might fit in here. Whilst these horses, the dominion of these powers endure, Christ is carrying on His priestly service. So the eleventh chapter shows us Christ engaged with the poor of the flock. That is what He is doing for the moment. With Israel the bond is broken; they are scattered, but He goes on with the service to the poor of the flock, feeding them, and they recognise that what He said was the word of Jehovah: Following that you have grace poured out upon the house of David, the house of Nathan. And then there is repentance, and in the thirteenth chapter it says: A fountain opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. All these are details showing how the great result is brought about in them, and then, as I remarked, as regards the end of the book, it says; And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. And then it says further, in the twentieth verse, In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the Lords house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem, and in Judah, shall be holiness unto the Lord of hosts; and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts. 

    FLWe are something of travellers in these days; we come from New York, Council Bluffs, and the like, but here they come up from all parts of the earth every year to Jerusalem, to keep the feast of tabernacles. A brother once said to me, Where do you get these meetings in Scripture? I said, You get the spirit of them, I think, in the feasts of the Lord; the people were to come together under the impression of the goodness and blessing of God. You get the spirit of these meetings that we are now holding, and one is struck with the thought here that when they came up in their annual pilgrimage it was to celebrate the feast of tabernacles. It is very beautiful the way it is put. 

    JTAnd the feast of tabernacles suggests the simplicity of men dwelling together according to God. Families are to be near to each other. 

    AFMThere would be a little foreshadowing in that of the eternal state. 

    JTI think it is an indication of it, the simplicity in which men shall live and God with them. 

    JBThe feast of tabernacles runs into the eighth day. 

    JTYes. 

  

  
    GOVERNMENT IN A DAY OF SMALL THINGS (JT 13)
    

    
    
  
  
    GOVERNMENT IN A DAY OF SMALL THINGS (JT 13)

    Zechariah 6

    In reading from this prophet I have in mind that he, in company with Haggai, ministered in a day of small things. The work of God at Jerusalem, the building of the house, had ceased when this prophet, with Haggai, ministered, bringing in the mind of God and stirring up the people to energy, so that the work was resumed. The eye of their God was upon ... the Jews (Ezra 5: 5), so that in the face of opposition the work proceeded. 

    The ministries of these two men introduce Zerubbabel and Joshua prominently; that is to say, Christ in type was kept before the minds of the people. No ministry can be effective save that which keeps Christ prominently before the saints. These were men, I need not say. Their offices shall be ultimately filled by Christ  but as filled by them, under divine appointment, they are employed in these prophets as figures of Christ. 

    Haggai speaks more about Zerubbabel and he refers to him as governor. Now it is not a mere incident that he thus refers to Zerubbabel. He is in a position which Christ was to occupy. He did not prefigure Him as the Son of David, as we see in Solomon. As such Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords. He is universal Ruler. Zerubbabel represents Him as ruling under certain limitations, but nevertheless ruling. 

    There was a very great difference between the sphere of the rule of David and Solomon and that of Zerubbabel. They ruled over a vast empire, in which were many millions of subjects. Zerubbabel ruled over something like fifty thousand, but he was, nevertheless, a governor. We have to understand that the Lord Jesus is now pleased to be Governor to a few. The government shall be upon his shoulder (Isaiah 9: 6), we are told. As I said, He will come out of heaven with the name, King of kings and Lord of lords. He shall then be Emperor, but now He is content, in His grace and His consideration for us, to be Governor to the few. A little flock indeed He called His disciples, His immediate followers. That little flock extended in Jerusalem to three thousand, to five thousand and again to myriads, as James said, besides those elsewhere, particularly the many among the Gentiles. But we are in a day of small things, and the Lord is graciously pleased to be Governor to a few, but, nevertheless, Governor. We are to understand this, beloved, and that we are to be subject. For the power by which He will rule over all later is already in His hands, but He is graciously content now with limitations. 

    In Haggai we have encouragement, for the Governor is to be the divine signet by-and-by. He that is known amongst us in our littleness, in our obscurity and weakness, shall be the divine signet in the future. Everything shall have to bear His stamp. And so if we are to be a testimony to that now there has to be subjection to Christ, so that His stamp is upon us. 

    Zechariah 4: 14 refers to Him, not as a governor, but rather personally. He introduces a symbol, the two sons of oil. This symbol is particularly introduced in connection with a day of small things. It says, Who hath despised the day of small things? (verse 19). We are not to despise what the Lord Jesus is identified with, what is marked by the Spirit. You will always find that where the Holy Spirit is free, Christ is exalted. So Zechariah introduces the sons of oil, who witness to the divine claims. They witness in power; they witness in intelligence; they are sons of oil. Zerubbabel lays the foundation, and having laid the foundation puts on the top-stone saying, Grace, grace unto it. 

    We are thus encouraged in a day of small things in view of the end of what has been begun by the Lord Jesus, as He said to Peter, On this rock I will build my assembly (Matthew 16: 18). There is no other foundation, and those who build on that foundation anything unsuitable shall find it burnt up. He has laid the foundation and He shall set the top-stone on the structure. It is Christ Himself, not simply as a governor, but according to what He is personally. We know Himself by the Spirit. No one can say, Lord Jesus except by the Spirit. We may use the words, but in order to use them aright and according to God we must have the Spirit. So, as I say Lord Jesus by the Spirit I have an Object, a Person, who has a place in my affections. I thus understand that He shall complete things. He is doing it. Have we eyes to see this? He is putting on the top-stone of the structure, and it shall be put on in victory. He shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it. 

    The dispensation begins in grace, grace reigns throughout it and grace shall mark the finish. As John says, full of grace and truth. The more room that is given to the Spirit, the more the Person of Christ is seen. In Zerubbabel, in a day of small things, a note of victory is heard. He shall lay on the top-stone. Whatever obstacle may be in our way, before Zerubbabel it shall become a plain. When the Holy Spirit is free Christ is proclaimed; Christ is dominant and Christ is all, and every obstacle in the way goes down and becomes a plain. 

    Zechariah 6 introduces the idea of government, firstly in a providential way, and secondly in a direct way. These are two thoughts that have to be apprehended in order that we may understand the present situation. God intends that we shall be intelligent as to everything. Before the Lord introduces the system in Matthew, He lifts up His heart to God and says, I praise thee, Father, ... that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. Yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight (Matthew 11: 25). 

    The Lord took account of the heavens and the earth, and this chapter furnishes us with light as to how the earth is ruled at the present time. The prophet sees four chariots  not simply horses, but chariots. There are horses attached of course, red horses, black horses, white horses, and grizzled, strong horses. These chariots issue from between two mountains of brass, meaning that God holds in His hand the means of judgment, and although the powers represented in these chariots do not know Him, yet they do His will. They are said to be the spirits of the heavens, for heaven never gives up its right over the earth. 

    Whatever men may say about the voice of the people, heaven never gives up its right over the earth. Even this last power called grizzled, and then bay, or strong, cannot walk to and fro through the earth without permission. They essay to do it. The great fourth empire, which has its roots in antiquity and extends to our own time, and is about to re-appear in all its ferocity, is nevertheless subject to heaven. There was a going forth to the south country and then the intent to walk to and fro through the earth, but there could be no walking through the earth without Gods permission. 

    We need to have in our mind the power of God; that He is the sovereign ruler of the heavens and the earth; as the souls under the altar in Revelation say, How long, O sovereign Ruler, ... dost thou not judge sand avenge our blood on them that dwell upon the earth? (Revelation 6: 10). They understood that He had universal power, and we should understand it too. So He says, Go, walk to and fro through the earth. Hence you have an empire, the like of which has never previously appeared, extending from the Atlantic to the Euphrates. Roman roads still existing testify to their means of walking to and fro, but they walked to and fro through the earth by divine permission. The saints may be assured that nothing can happen without divine permission, and if these strong horses walk to and fro on the earth under God, they maintain order; they have come out from between the two brazen mountains. They are called the spirits of the heavens. They were under divine control and direction. Our Lord Jesus Christ died under them, saying to Pilate that he could have no power against Him except it were given to him from above. They were the spirits of the heavens sent out by the Lord of all the earth. 

    Then we come to another vision, and this is what I have in mind to dwell on particularly. The prophet is directed to go to certain ones who had been brought back from the captivity. They are mentioned by name, as you will observe. They had come from Babylon. We have all been recovered; our position is that we have been recovered from Babylon. The prophet is directed to take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest. I wish to show that this is what is going on at the present time. 

    It is not now chariots and horses who are to be in power, but a man, Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, a type of Christ, as I said. Those who return from the captivity are to give, and the prophet is to take from them; they do not come back empty-handed, nor is anyone who has really been brought back from Babylon brought back empty-handed. You have come back through exercise if you have come back rightly. You come back in a spiritual way, with an apprehension of Christ. Yet come back in the spirit of humility, of littleness, and of subjection. You do not assert your will. What you have is available and it is to be utilised in making crowns. 

    In this connection a house is mentioned, the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah. After taking from these men, the prophet was to go the same day into this house. Having arrived at the thought of a house, I wish to comment for a moment on the relation of our houses to our present position. As the question has been raised today as to the place sisters have in the service of God, the suggestion of a house enables one to enlarge on this point. The gospel of Luke prominently introduces women; it introduces them as priests, particularly Elizabeth, Mary and Anna. If any sisters wish to determine before God what their function is, what their service should be, I cannot advise them better than that they should read the Scriptures from the standpoint of the service and testimony of women as seen there. Take the gospel of Luke, as I said. The Lord arrives at Bethany, and a certain woman receives Him into her house. Is that not a service? Think of the honour of receiving Christ into your house! If you are set for that, you would be concerned for your house, for you are to guide it. 

    And we find that those who witnessed the Lord Jesus go up into heaven in Acts 1, returned to Jerusalem, and they go to an upper room, and it says, Peter, James and John were there ... and certain women. I think that upper room at Jerusalem was a place of general gathering, and what you observe is that certain women were there, amongst them the Lords mother. These women would not be there listlessly. They would be there with keenest interest. They would follow all that passed. They would carry the burden of the testimony on their hearts. And then Mary the mother of Mark had a prayer meeting in her house. Then you find a girl, who, as the sequel shows, was in advance of them all. Her name was Rhoda. Is not that a word for young girls amongst us? She recognised Peters voice. The others had prayed for him. Doubtless she had joined in the prayers, but she knew Peters voice. They thought she was mad. You may get persecuted, young sister, but if you are true to Christ, the Lord will give you light, and you may shine more than others at times. Her name is given. It is an honour to have your name mentioned by God. 

    It is a great thing to be firm. If you know a thing is so, stand by it. Then again, you find a woman like Priscilla. What an honourable mention she has in Scripture! In Romans she is mentioned before her husband. This is not an accident, and what you find is that she and her husband had an assembly in their house. Do you not think that Priscilla would know what went on in that assembly? Earlier at Ephesus they had also an assembly in their house. 

    The prophet is here instructed to go the same day to the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah. There is nothing said about women in that house, but undoubtedly there was a woman or women there. You see how God connects what is precious spiritually with the house. The most precious things are found in the houses of the saints, and I need not say again, the woman has to do with the house; it was so in connection with Peter. The Lord goes into the house and puts his mother-in-law right. He stands over her. And may I suggest that much that is wrong amongst us is due to the insubjection of women? There is a want of authority in the man. The Lord, it is said, stood over her; Luke 4: 39. As she would look up to Christ standing over her, she would be impressed with His authority. He rebuked the fever and it left her. Need any sister feel at a loss for her service? Peters wifes mother did not have far to go. She arose and served them. And so again with Lydia, as the Lord opened her heart to attend to the things spoken by Paul, she opened her house to Paul and those that were with him. 

    Thus the prophet was to take gold and silver and enter into the house and make crowns and set them on the head of Joshua. This is going on now. Christ is honoured, crowns are being made for Him, as it were. And then it says, He shall sit on His throne and rule. What is the value of a throne if the occupant does not rule? Did He not rule in the house of Peter? He did. The fever left the woman at His rebuke. And then it adds that He sits on His throne as Priest. Whilst He rules, He rules as a Priest. There is the tenderest sympathy. So that whatever happens as the outcome of His rule, you will find the tenderest sympathy flowing in it. Whatever happens in connection with His rule, you will find it is mitigated by grace. Then in this state of things you have peace. The counsel of peace shall be between them both. It is a day of small things, but the most precious features of the testimony are to be seen. Here we have the throne, the rule of Christ on it and the counsel of peace. How much is the counsel of peace amongst us? Between Him and God there is the most perfect peace  the counsel of peace. This is to be reflected among us, for we are to follow peace together. 

    The Corinthians wrote to Paul about many things, but they did not write about the differences amongst them; these differences were serious, and so the apostle begins with them; I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all say the same thing, and that there be not among you divisions; but that ye be perfectly united in the same mind and in the same opinion (1 Corinthians 1: 10). That is what he begins with. They had said nothing about their divisions to him, but he knew they were there. It had been told to him by some of the house of Chloe. 

    And then you see these crowns are set up in the temple as a memorial for these men. How encouraging it is in a day of small things that these crowns are hung up in the temple as a memorial to the devotedness of those who provide for the honour of Christ. And then it says, He shall build the temple. The Lord is doing it, and every person recognises that it is the Lord that is doing it. It speaks also of those that are afar off. If these conditions prevail amongst the saints, we may count upon it that the Lord will extend His operations. They that are far off shall come and build at the temple of Jehovah: and ye shall know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto you. The chapter closes with the assurance that this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently hearken to the voice of Jehovah your God. 

    May this obedience mark us until the Lord comes! 

  

  
    GOD'S GOVERNMENT, DIRECT AND INDIRECT (JT 17)
    

    
    
  
  
    GODS GOVERNMENT, DIRECT AND INDIRECT (JT 17)

    Zechariah 6

    JTThis chapter has a marked prophetic bearing on the last days. What is in mind now is not to dwell on the application of the chapter to Gods earthly people and the nations as such, but to see what is the current bearing of it. No prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. Scripture, indeed, always bears on the time in which it may be read, it has always a present voice. The instruction for us here is as to government. God governs directly and indirectly. The powers that be, as they are called in Romans 13:1, are Gods indirect government; but there is a direct government of the saints which is vested in Christ viewed as a royal Priest, and carried on mediately by the Spirit in suitable persons, (verse 14). 

    JHBIs it your thought that the first part of the chapter has to do with indirect government, and the last part with the more direct government? 

    JTYes. 

    JHBWould you open out a little the figures used, the mountains, and the horses of different colours? 

    JTFrom the time of Noah the principle of magisterial government has existed. The thought was introduced in Genesis 9, and there was food given suitable to sustain such a responsibility  flesh was allowed to men in addition to herbal food. 

    The government God intended, in taking up Israel, was to be direct. The providential government of God is under angels, and direct government in and through Israel; both of which are mentioned in the heavenly city in relation to the gates. There is nothing in the gates of the heavenly city to correspond with these horses and chariots, for they are provisional; that is, from the time of Israels failure and consequent captivity to its reinstatement through the sovereign mercy of God. Until direct government is re-established God resorts to what these horses and chariots represent. 

    COBAre you referring to Elishas remark as to the chariots of Israel? 

    JTThe chariot of Israel is a greater thought than these. The chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof, the horsemen refer to the power of direct government in Israel. These in Zechariah are indirect; the riders are not mentioned. 

    JAPWould the chariots in this chapter correspond with Daniels four kingdoms? 

    JTQuite so. The chariots and horses would represent a systematic government. There would be energy as in the horses, and the chariots would allude to what is subservient in the way of principles and means. They are regarded as standing before God. These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. They are not presented as governed intelligently by men in their movements, but as if needing external pressure to order them. 

    HBWhat is the thought in the mountains of brass? 

    JTThe judgment of God is involved. The principle is the same as it is in Christ. It is a question of righteous judgment. Evil is to be dealt with. 

    RSCDo we get the contrary element in Job, where Satan goes to and fro? 

    JTThat is right. These horses and chariots are to restrain or check that movement. After the millennium the opposition comes up under Satan on the breadth of the earth (Revelation 20:9), meaning that there is no restraint. That is not existing now; there is no such latitude given to evil. The breadth of the earth implies undisputed right of way. These chariots signify that that is checked: they are Gods ministers; (Romans 13:6). 

    WRPWhat do you mean in saying that this is only provisional? Do we see it exercised in the millennium when the heavenly city comes down? 

    JTIt is not a primary thought in government. It is provisional, pending that time when God will take up the reins in Christ. He will judge the world in righteousness. These chariots do not represent what God has in His mind for government; He intended it to be direct as seen in Noah. 

    JHBIs it your thought that indirect government has become necessary because of the failure of those to whom direct government was committed? 

    JTYes. God committed Himself openly to David and Solomon, for instance, in relation to rule, but it is not open committal here. It is mysterious; they are spirits that stand before Him. They represent provisional government, pending the day when God will take up direct government in the world in Christ. In the meantime, the testimony of this is in the assembly. The second part of Zechariah 6 shows direct government, and every Christian should know that he is directly under the government of God, not only under these powers, but directly under Christ, legitimately subject to Christ. 

    WRPIs that where judgment beginning at the house of God would come in? 

    JTThat is where the direct government of God is. 

    QuesWill the direct government of God end in the millennium or will it go into eternity? 

    JTIt is stated that when Christ has subdued all things, He delivers up the kingdom to him who is God and Father, (1 Corinthians 15:24). There will always be government, but finally in His hands who is said to be God and Father. The thought of Father 

    means that love will prevail  but government will be there. The Son Himself it is said shall be placed in subjection to him ... that God may be all in all (1 Corinthians 15:28). 

    WRPWould you make any difference between rule and government? 

    JTNot much. The Lord is said to rule, and the promise to the overcomer in Thyatira is, he shall rule them [the nations] with a rod of iron, (Revelation 2:27). Government is a great general principle that belongs to God. Although it awaited Noah for magisterial government to be formally committed to man, the principle of government was present at the very outset in the relation of Adam to the lower creation. He was to have dominion over them. 

    CACThere is a certain divine check upon evil in view of the testimony going through to the end, in spite of its weakness. 

    JTI was thinking that. For instance, this great empire in which we are is evidently held together to maintain a highway for the testimony, that is, for those who would continue in it. That is what the first section of the chapter represents. 

    CACWould it answer to the Lords word to Philadelphia, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut? (Revelation 3:8). 

    JTThat is good. These great powers are used of God to maintain the public highways, but then there are the spiritual highways, too, belonging to the Priest on His throne. 

    CACThat would be the purely spiritual side of the matter. 

    JTYes. That comes into our care meetings. I thought we might see through our inquiry, how the direct government of God is carried on, and whether any of us are capable of wearing crowns in our executive service. 

    This fourth great power seeks to walk to and fro. 

    No doubt there were other influences to check it, but in the main it did succeed in going to and fro and making its great roads. Even the great Roman roads which we see in this country and the continent of Europe are a standing witness to this sort of thing. They check Satans direct action against Gods people, not that they are intelligent as to that, but that is the divine intent. Satan walks up and down evidently with a view to damage the people of God; (Job 1:7). 

    CACBut for that we should not have assembled thus today. 

    JTThat is what I thought. This peculiar power referred to in verse 7 will be more or less permanent until the coming of the Lord, either in the old imperial form of rule, or under the ten kings, throughout the assemblys history on earth. It represents what God uses to check the direct action of Satan. He goes about, Peter says, as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Anything that checks that is of God, and it keeps the way open. For instance, in Romans, where you may get the leading allusions to this side of the truth we get Phoebe, a lone sister setting out to travel from Cenchrea in Greece to Rome. How could she get to Rome unless the highways had been kept open? How could Paul have carried on the service of the gospel, fully preaching the gospel of Christ from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, (Romans 15:19)  an immense distance  without these highways? So today the principle remains; even in pagan countries the principle is there. 

    JNLWhat is the reference to those that go forth to the north quietening the Lords spirit in the north country? 

    JTIt refers to the overthrow of Babylon by the Medes and Persians. 

    WRPIn 2 Thessalonians 2:6, there is that which restrains, and He who restrains, (verse 7 N.T.). 

    JTThat which is probably the very thing we are thinking of. He who would be more personal, referring, it may be, to the presence of the Spirit here. 

    CACThe one is the external, and the other is spiritual power. 

    RSCDoes this correspond with what the servant of Elisha saw? His eyes were opened to see the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 

    JTThe chariots of God are twenty thousand, thousands upon thousands; the Lord is among them, (Psalm 68:17). That is the spiritual side, which we think of in conflict for the truth. But we reckon on the great external powers in a subordinate way; no doubt Paul prayed for them, although he suffered from them. The Lord suffered from Pilate. But what the young man saw was the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire: that is what we need our eyes open to, as seeking to maintain the testimony here. 

    JHBYou would scarcely call these chariots in Zechariah 6 the chariots of God; they are powers which are being used. 

    JTNo, God would not call these His chariots. They are, however, subservient to Him and used in His providential government. 

    JHBIs it your thought that a recognition of this would be a comfort to us in days of external pressure and difficulty? 

    JTThis passage ought to be a comfort to us that there are spirits standing before God, or as the margin says, they present themselves, as if they are there and held accountable by God; so that the highways are held open. The great oceanic and continental highways are held open through Gods ordering, so that we can move about and hold meetings and serve the Lord  a great matter. But then, in addition to this power, we have the chariots of God, which are invisible, but known to those who have their eyes opened by God; (2 Kings 6:17). 

    JRUBWould the earlier part correspond with 1 Timothy 2:2, praying for kings and all that are in authority? 

    JTThat is what is in mind  that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. The bearing of the testimony in this section is very distinctly on ourselves. 

    Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah; ... then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; and speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord: even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the Lord. 

    The Lord may help us to see from these verses, that certain who returned from Babylon, from the captivity, had silver and gold of which crowns were to be made. These persons had returned from the captivity, it says; and the word is, come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah. It is when they had come from Babylon. They have means, too, silver and gold, and they have come to a particular house: what they had was to be made into crowns. I think the Lord would help us to see something of this, and search us too, as to whether we are really returned, and as having returned what house we have come into. Then, as the crowns are made for the high priest who sits on the priestly throne, there are also these crowns for Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen. Three had come back from Babylon, but there is a fourth person. 

    JHBWhat do you mean by having returned? 

    JTThat I am thoroughly out of the system of captivity. It is alluded to elsewhere as the pit wherein is no water, (Zechariah 9:11). That is a place where people are not regarded as swallowed up by judgment; there is hope for them; they are called, prisoners of hope. The question here is as to whether we are really returned and into what house we have come. 

    HBWhat would be the thought of Josiahs house? 

    JTIt is evidently a spiritual place, a suitable house like Lydias. There are many who are professedly delivered from Babylon, but what are their associations? 

    JHLWhat would be the distinctive features of those who have left Babylon? 

    JTThose who have left definitely and are in such a house as is suggested here, are available for the Spirit. The great moral point of the chapter is that all this shall come to pass if ye will diligently hearken to the voice of Jehovah your God, and in this way ye shall know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto you. That is the great moral point in the chapter, that the divine will pervades; there is somebody moving under the divine will. The point is that one is sent. That is seen in the gospel of John. We are not to do what we like; there is so much disregard of divine rule and the will of God. The great principle running right through the gospel of John is that there is one who is sent. A man who gets his eyes opened, is one who goes to Siloam, meaning Sent. What is effected is not of our own planning or doing at all; all is of the sovereign will and power of God. Our position is a question of the will of God, one has been sent by Him, who does all Gods will; that is the point to make clear; all will come about on the principle of men hearkening to the word of God. 

    QuesIs it the continuation of Exodus 3:15? 

    JTMoses was sent; I AM hath sent me unto you. That was his commission, and the more one adheres to that the more one is like God. Moses was to be for God to Aaron; (Exodus 4:16). 

    HBDavid said, was it not laid upon me? 

    JTExactly. His father had sent him. 

    JAPDo you mean that in the recovery of the truth, the temple has been built in that way? 

    JTYes. The builder is Christ. That is the great general principle. He shall grow up from his own place, and he shall build the temple of Jehovah: even he shall build the temple of Jehovah. Note the repetition. He shall sit and rule upon his throne. Kings of today sit, but they do not rule, upon their thrones  not that I am saying a word against them. But here it is direct rule that is contemplated. He sits and rules. The lesson is, that the persons returned from the captivity go to a certain place, a house; they are available there and they have wealth, they are known to be there available to God; and their wealth is available for a purpose, for making crowns for the high priest. These crowns being for the high priest are the recognition that everything that has been done, is done by Christ. Whether He uses any of us, he has done it. He is doing a work, and He will do it. Then four men come in after that and crowns are for them. I was thinking of those words and whether one in any little way corresponds with the Lord in this sense. 

    CACIt is most wonderful to think that there should be a spiritual government in the sphere of holy things, which corresponds with the government of God and expresses His government. 

    JTThe only assembly that is definitely said to have a crown is Philadelphia. In that case there is a danger of losing it. Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown, (Revelation 3:11). The point is, let no one take it. The crowns will go on, somebody will wear them, but we want to keep what we have. 

    CACIs that what we need in view of local difficulties and exercises? 

    JTThat is what I had in mind in regard of the care meetings; the Lord is making much of them lately. Earlier, the elder brethren used to hold things more than they do now. Care meetings imply experienced brethren; but it is important to see that these crowns are priestly, and the priestly side includes all the saints, brothers and sisters. It is a throne, but it is a priestly one, so that all are brought into administrative matters. 

    FWI think you drew attention to the fact that these horses in Zechariah 6 had no horsemen. Now the thing seems to be established in men. 

    JTIt is all a question of men in the second part of this chapter; it supposes spiritual intelligence in the handling of the things of God. It is the thought of spiritual intelligence and sympathy. Priests are supposed to be sympathetic as well as intelligent. Our conclusions in care meetings will be greatly augmented by bringing in all the saints; that is, in assembly. If any sin is discovered, let him that discovered it be the first to cast the stone. Supposing a sister comes into the knowledge of something that should be dealt with in the assembly, she should put the information where it should be, but she does not say, It is your matter now  it is still her matter. 

    JAPIs priestly rule in that way in contrast to the rod of iron? 

    JTIt is. We are moving in sympathy. The sin is not modified, but it is dealt with in a gracious way. The shirking of responsibility is what must be dealt with. The person who finds out the evil should cast the first stone. If that person is a sister, she cannot stand up in the assembly and declare what she knows; but the fact that somebody else has to do it does not relieve her of having to cast a stone. 

    FWWWould the household of Chloe be an illustration on that line? 

    JTYes, they showed the matter to the apostle Paul. What do you think, Mr. C., about bringing in young brothers and sisters in the exercise of judgment? 

    CACI think it would lead to a great development of exercise. The failing is to let everything of the nature of government rest with the brothers, perhaps the older or gifted brothers, but we should bring them all in. 

    JTThe sister John addressed as the elect lady is brought into the exercise of discipline. 

    JHBHow do brothers or sisters qualify for the wearing of a crown? 

    JTIn the exercise of priestly authority. Anyone who has the Holy Spirit is a priest  a person with priestly authority as to the discipline of the house of God. Priesthood includes all. 

    COBYou would encourage every brother to be present at the care meetings. 

    JTYes, and all the sisters to enquire as to what happens. There is a great deal of weakness because the sisters do not make inquiries. Of course in the exercise of discipline they should be present. Scripture shows that the exercise of discipline belongs to the assembly. Where it is exercised in Acts 5, which is the most drastic discipline we have in the New Testament, it speaks of all the saints being in Solomons porch after that, as much as to say, We are all in this: we are thoroughly with what has happened. Solomons porch suggests the place of judgment. Are we all going to be there? There is so much need for this kind of dealing with evil amongst us. 

    EuRDo you mean that every brother and every sister should show their practical sympathy and support with what is done? 

    JTYes; and all in a locality should be present in a meeting for discipline. 

    RemThat judgment would continue in our attitude towards the offender. 

    JTYes, and that is one of the conditions for addition. There may be a cutting-off, but it is a condition for addition. A multitude of believers, both men and women, were added to the Lord after that discipline in Acts 5. God honours discipline; it maintains conditions suitable for addition. It is added to the Lord, in Acts 5:14. The authority of the Lord was vindicated in the discipline. 

    EuRDo these two features run parallel, the recognition of spiritual ministry and the maintenance of government in localities? 

    JTYes. The prophetic word is greatly needed, and hence the ministry meetings are owned of God. The intent of them is the prophetic searching of hearts. The ministry of prophecy is shown to produce that effect. One falls down and owns that God is in you of a truth, (1 Corinthians 14:25). These meetings are of great value if we take them up in that way. God searches our hearts through the ministry. 

    CACWould that give us silver and gold for the crowns? 

    JTYes; I think silver would indicate the redemptive rights of Christ over us. Every one would feel that the Lord had bought him, that he is not his own; his body belongs to the Lord, and the Lord has a right to wear that crown in dealing with him. Silver here is a question of love. It is a crown of that kind. It speaks of the death of Jesus, which is the full expression of love. But there is also the gold, that is the divine side; what is distinctively of God. This would involve His authority as asserted in the prophetic word. 

    JHBWhat would be the difference between the crowning of the high priest and the crowning of these four men? 

    JTJoshua is Christ typically. Whatever wealth we have, we use it to make a crown. We say, What is being done, Christ is doing it. Everything we do that God owns, you say, The Lord is doing that. The more you know yourself, the more you attribute it to the Lord, but He gives you credit for it. 

    It is instructive to see here that locality is in view; in that he shall grow up from his own place. That is where one is known. One does not use his own will to spread abroad his own influence, he grows up out of his own place. The word Branch would mean that He is a dependent Person; it might be rendered Sprout, there is the thought of freshness in it. This must be worked out now mediately. We see Christ coming out, as Paul says, a proof of Christ speaking in me, (2 Corinthians 13:3). He lived by Christ, and Christ lived in him towards the Corinthians. It is what Christ is in this respect. But He is in view here personally also. 

    PSWhy are these four crowns spoken of as being for a memorial in the temple of Jehovah? 

    JTFirst, it is said that the crowns shall be for Helem, and for Tobijah, and for Jedaiah, and for Hen the son of Zephaniah; these four men are distinguished by them. You will observe the change of names here. There are two changes; the first one, Helem, evidently alludes to Heldai, and the fourth one, Hen, alludes to Josiah. There are changes without any notification, which are to be understood spiritually. It shows how a man changes in his service if there be this energy of life which is contemplated here. Brethren will change, and their names will consequently change; for a name expresses what one is. So that we have four persons for whom the crowns are for a memorial; three persons with wealth, and one with a house in which they were. The one with a house becomes a fourth person to be honoured. We are in the presence of the activity of life in the second part of the chapter, illustrated by the Branch, or Sprout, which is the energy of life in which Christ is seen; and then the individuals in service, two of them with their own names changed, showing how energetic life is. 

    QuesDo you connect what is said in verse 12, He shall grow up from his own place, with Luke 4:16, And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up? Does that not bear on us as to growing up in our own place? 

    JTIt does. It works out in what God has so stressed in recent times, local responsibility. What a man is, shines out in his own place. The Branch means a person who is dependent, fresh, as drawing from his normal source. 

    RemWe read in verse 11 of the previous chapter, that the women carry the ephah to build it a house in the land of Shinar ... upon its own base. 

    JTThere we see evil in its own place, in the same way as the man of sin will go to his own place; it is what is proper to him in an evil sense. But the thought in the Branch is someone growing up, that is life. A brother is changed; he is not what he used to be. He has a name now and a memorial in the temple of God, as to what he has done to honour Christ. The name signifies that he is worthy of a crown. How could he have a crown for a memorial if he had not a name? It is a question of life. 

    WHHas Revelation 4:4 any bearing upon it, the four-and-twenty seats and the elders with crowns of gold? 

    JTThey are more official than these. These are persons come from Babylon, but they are rich and people of means, and you know where to find them. Their names are available to honour Christ. What they have reflects back on themselves. These men are known; the crowns are for them for a memorial in the temple of Jehovah. What is going on is not forgotten. The history of Gods work in His people is wonderful! Nothing of it shall be forgotten. You sometimes hear exaggerated stories of those who have served before us; but here what you get carried forward is accurate, not legends we cannot be sure of. The temple is enriched by these things. 

    RSCWhat does the counsel of peace refer to? 

    JTIt refers to Jehovah and Christ. That is how things are carried on. 

    RSCIs it the unity between the Father and the Son? 

    JTExactly. The one on the throne is in perfect accord with Jehovah. The Lord says, I and my Father are one, (John 10:30). The great source of all in our service, is that infinite unity between the Father and the Son. 

    CACIs it something like him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, (Revelation 3:12)? Are the crowns on that line? 

    JTI thought so. What you cherish is your crown. Our chapter contains the most important instruction for the present time: the first part treating of the wise provision of God in government during the times of the Gentile; the second part dealing with Gods direct government, seen, as applied today, in His discipline and care generally of the believer, and more particularly in and through the assembly. The four spirits of the heavens are employed generally for the restraint of evil in the world and the maintenance of such order as is needed for the continuance of the testimony of God, including livable conditions for His people in carrying on His service here. The mystery of iniquity has worked from apostolic times, as we learn in 2 Thessalonians 2, but these powers check it. From time to time, indeed, certain leaders among the nations have arisen more or less uncontrolled, representative of this mystery, and foreshadowing him who is to come in his own name, but they were held in check. So it is today, and this service by agencies provided of God will continue until the time fixed for the translation of the assembly to heaven (1 Thessalonians 4), and the termination of this dispensation. We are steadied and quieted by these comforting facts as considering current events among the nations. 
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    DIVINE WALKING (JT 28)

    Zechariah 6:7,8; Revelation 2:1; John 1:35,36

    I had in mind to speak about divine walking. It will be remembered that God, having placed man in the garden of Eden, came down in the cool of the day, His voice being heard, as we read, they heard the voice of Jehovah Elohim walking in the garden Genesis 3:8, so that, at that very early period of Gods relations with man we have this feature, and it runs through the Scriptures, as we find with Enoch and with Noah that they walked with God. 

    What I have in mind, beloved friends, is to show that this walking involves what is judicial  it involves government, then that it involves grace. I hope to speak of the subject in these two relations; and I have touched on it in Zechariah first, because in his prophecy the former idea is somewhat stressed, particularly as to these symbols of divine government  horses. You will observe that there were four chariots with their horses in this chapter. The idea is introduced in chapter 1, and, as we have been occupied, in this book, already today with the Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4)  the medium of Gods direct action  I wish, for a moment, to dwell on the medium or mediums of His indirect action. Both activities on the part of God bear upon the testimony. In the presence of the Spirit here, we have the medium of direct action, but, in the existence of government, although in the hands of those who know Him not, God has agencies of indirect action, but, nevertheless, of immense importance to us as standing in relation to what God is doing directly. 

    So I have selected this final chariot  called the bay here  as the power with which the assembly has had to do, with which, indeed, our Lord Jesus Christ has had to do. It will be known that, in the gospel of Luke, John the baptists ministry is given to us in a historical setting, and the name of the Caesar is given  Tiberius Caesar  and all the governmental dignitaries of the time; chapter 3:1. These are not regarded, in Luke, as adverse, specially. They are regarded as adverse (at least, Herod was) in Matthew, but Luke presents them in relation to the testimony. They had their place in the government of God, and although symbolised by the horse, meaning that they have neither conscience nor heart, yet they are amenable to external pressure, and God has, not only in the presence of the Holy Spirit here, but in the presence of angelic power, His forces for operation. He has never withdrawn these forces from the area of the testimony, and so these creatures, although wanting in conscience and heart, are amenable to external pressure, and even to guidance and control. As a horse is kept in by bit and bridle in contrast to a man, so these powers are amenable to God through external pressure, and hence He forces them into His service with a view to the preservation of the testimony here. 

    So this fourth chariot, with its bay horses, representing what is strong, what is energetic, symbolises for us the great empire which, more than any other, has had to do with Christianity, first with our Lord, then with the apostles, and finally with the assembly as left here. These essayed to walk to and fro, and they were allowed to do so. The rise of that empire was not by divine initiative. The kingdom of God is by divine initiative; it was not Lo here or Lo there as in the great leaders of Rome; it did not come by observation. It came in as a babe, and so the Lord says, The kingdom of God is in the midst of you Luke 17:21 It was there unobtrusively, unpretentiously, but, nevertheless, there. It was there, as I said, by divine initiative, and symbolises the divine intervention in grace; whereas this chariot essays to move. The initiative was of man. It was mans greed and lust for power, but God took it in hand and controlled it, and the ordering came from Him; so that He permits this great power to walk through the earth. The great roads in this country and throughout Europe, and throughout the East, are all a standing witness to the meaning of this verse. They betoken arteries of walk, so that the legions find a way to traverse the earth, to march through; but as under God; beasts though they were, they were under God, and they continue. The powers that be, we are told, are ordained of God, and they are to be respected: for it bears not the sword in vain Romans 13:4 We pray for them; we are enjoined to do so. They are ordained of God for our good, and so they walk through the earth in the way of ordered government, in order that there might be peace, so that the people of God might lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity 1 Timothy 2:2 Well, now, having said so much about the walk of these horses, I desire to proceed to speak about the Lord in this same judicial character. You find Him, in the book of Revelation, walking, not then as the vessel of grace, but, as we are told by the apostle who turned to hear or see the voice, as in the character of the Son of man The Son of man is very different from a horse; it is He who came into this world as cast upon God from the very outset of His being here. No external pressure, indeed, in His case: My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work John 4:34 He is the Son of man. It is in His hands that judgment is. However much it may appear to be in other hands for the moment, yet all judgment has been committed to Him. Judgment is in His hands, because He is the Son of man. 

    Now, here in Revelation He is seen clothed with a garment reaching down to His feet, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. No longer that beautiful Form for love to outline, as in Canticles. It is not that. It is judicial. The outline cannot be traced here. He is not presented to affection here; He is clothed down to the feet with a garment, and His affections are pent up  they cannot flow out. His hair is like wool; there is the experience of an elder, qualified to judge. His feet like fine brass Revelation 1:15 and Out of his mouth a sharp, two-edged sword Revelation 1:16 and his voice as the voice of many waters Revelation 1:15 This is no indirect action; this forebodes direct action, but judicially; and so, in addressing the first assembly, He presents Himself as He who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps Walking is deliberate. 

    We have running spoken of in Scripture, both in a good sense and a bad sense. We hear of many running to and fro, referring to the present time  to the rapid means of travel, but walking is deliberate, and so the Son of man is seen here, walking  not through the earth, but in the midst of the seven golden lamps, in the midst of those who have the responsibility of the testimony, but who have failed in it. A most solemn picture! His eyes are like a flame of fire, and as He walks about amongst the candlesticks nothing escapes His notice  no thing or person. He is dealing, beloved friends, judicially. Nothing is passed over, and so, in these seven letters or addresses to the assembly, He pronounces the results of His inspection. Let no one for a moment assume that He can escape these eyes. He sees all; and not only so, but what He sees that needs to be judged He has a means of dealing with. He is the Lord, beloved friends. Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? 1 Corinthians 10:22  a most serious matter. He deals with us directly as in the Revelation. It is direct action. He has a sword; He has the means by Him to deal with us. 

    What I wanted to come to, however, is divine walking in grace, but I thought it would be helpful and perhaps needful for some of us to be reminded that there is judicial action at the present time. The history of Christendom is the result of this direct action of the Lord. Faith observes it. He has the means by Him of dealing with everything that is contrary to Him in the sphere of profession. He will deal with all presently, but at the present time this direct action progresses. On this account many among you are weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen asleep 1 Corinthians 11:30 is an example of this direct action of the Lord. That was at the beginning of it. Judgment has begun at the house of God, and if it has begun at us, Where shall the impious and the sinner appear? 1 Peter 4:18 It may be needful that, in a particular way, attention should be drawn to this  the Son of man in His judicial garb, walking in the midst of the seven golden lamps. 

    But I wanted, as I said, to speak particularly of His walk in grace. I believe that the present recovery of the assembly, the recent recovery of many of Gods people is due, in very large measure, to the indirect action of God, for He has wrought governmentally among the nations; and then, too, it is due to the direct action of God in the midst of the profession, with the end in view that there might be a walking in grace  that we might know what it is to walk as He walked. It says, How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that announceth glad tidings, that publisheth peace Isaiah 52:7 These are not feet going to and fro through the earth; they are the feet presented to us by Luke and John. I do not know of anything more attractive than the presentation of Christ by these two evangelists from this standpoint. Luke dwells, as if loth to leave the subject, on the feet of Jesus. 

    Jesus had come in of Himself  His own feet has carried Him. It was a deliberate undertaking; it was a deliberate walking in answer to Herods challenge. Herod desired to kill Him, but He could say, Go tell that fox, Behold, I cast out demons and accomplish cures today, and tomorrow ... but I must needs walk today and tomorrow Luke 13:32,33. How much that must implied! I must walk, and so, in that holy walk, in which grace was exhibited in every step, He arrives in the Pharisees house; Luke 7:36. He is invited by the Pharisee; He always accepted invitations. His walk, beloved, was in a thorny way. He knew full well there was nothing congenial in that house, but grace led Him to enter it. His walk was in that way. His feet had carried Him in, and the woman of the city arrives. She understood; she washed His feet with her tears. 

    One thinks of that moment of feeling. What depths of feeling those tears bespoke! Tears bespeak feelings within. They denote nothing external in the way of beauty; they rather disfigure; but they denote depths of feeling within, and those depths were there. These feet had carried grace to her. Grace had touched her to the very depths of her being. She washed His feet with tears and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Every hair of that head was precious; but she devoted them to the wiping of those feet, and she kissed them. It was no mere formal act. She kissed them ardently; the Lords own comment is, She from the time I came in has not ceased kissing my feet Luke 7:45 There were depths of feelings in her tears; there was depth of affection in her kisses. She had not ceased to kiss His feet. Would that our hearts could be moved thus! Depths of feelings! Superficiality, alas! is what marks the people of God even at their best, and I would not exclude myself. One is humbled about it. In meetings such as these, we are moved for a moment, but the effect passes away. What about tears? What about depths of feeling as the down-stooping of Christ comes home to us in power? As the apostle says, Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 2 Corinthians 8:9 Those feet carried it to that poor soul, so that she was no longer poor; she was rich. Those who love Christ are made rich, and so, finally, she anoints those feet. 

    This would give support and energy in consequence of that holy service rendered. Do you not think the Lord was refreshed? He was, beloved. He drank of the brook by the way. That was refreshment to Him, untold. He says, Seest thou this woman? Luke 7:44 Then He goes over all that she had done to Him, and His comment is, She loved much her many sins are forgiven Luke 7:47 As Christ had come to her, so He governed her, and so she ministered to Him. Thus it is that Luke gives us the feet, and so does John; hence, we find that Mary anoints them in John. 

    In Matthew and Mark He is anointed on the head, for it is a question in these gospels of His official dignity. We do well to notice that  that there is One, officially  there is one Man set up in heaven in whom all offices are vested. Every office is vested in Christ, so that Matthew and Mark relate that He is anointed on the head, while Luke and John record that He was anointed on the feet. We need both. The first two refer to His dignity  His official dignity, the second two refer to His personal greatness  Luke, what He is morally, John what He is personally. So that the woman, as Luke presents her, anointed Him as He comes into the world  in His service, in His walk; Mary, according to John, anoints Him, as He goes out of the world; John 12:3. He came in as having those beautiful feet on the mountains  publishing peace, and as anointed He walked to carry grace to men. In John He goes out. He is anointed six days before His burial. 

    I turn now to the passage I read in John 1. I desire specially to convey some impression to you of John, as I have sought to do of Luke. You find John the baptist looking at Jesus as he walked He did not come into this world, in any sense, to take His ease; it was a question of movement, and so, beloved, if we are recovered to the truth it is a question of movement. It is really in movement that light radiates, and so you find in this chapter that, as the Lord is seen moving, all those who are drawn to Him begin to move. It is the radiation of light. I think it is in movement that we begin to radiate the light that comes into our souls; it is not in settling down in a locality. The nearer we are to God the more universal we are, and the more ready to move, to walk, not to run to and fro, hither and thither, but to be deliberate  to have a purpose. 

    And so the Lord walked, and John looked upon Him and said, Behold the Lamb of God The idea of the walking is brought in. It is a divine Person here  the Lamb of God and so you find, throughout this chapter, that those who were drawn to Him, walked, they moved, as, for example, Nathanael. When Jesus saw him coming to Him He said, Behold [one] truly an Israelite, in whom there is no guile John 1:47 Light radiated there. There is an expression of something under the eye of God  Truly an Israelite! One would covet to be that; that it should be seen in ones walk, in ones movements, that we are not seeking after the things of this world, that we are not going to that city to trade and to get gain; but that our motives are pure, that they are unselfish, that they are governed by love, and that thus we answer to the Lords estimate of Nathanael, [one] truly an Israelite, in whom there is no guile John 1:47 It says of the Lord, He did not walk in Jewry. There were dangerous places. He walked no longer openly among the Jews, for they sought to kill Him. He selected His area; but He walked. 

    How one would love to trace those lanes of Galilee around Tiberias where those holy footprints might be seen, as He walked, as His love carried Him hither and thither to meet human need and to bless. In chapter 12 we find Him in Bethany; His journey is finished, and He is found in the house of an intelligent lover, for Mary of Bethany represents an intelligent lover of Christ. She kept the box of ointment for the occasion, and so she anoints His feet; and He goes on those six days before the Passover in the power of the anointing  in the refreshment of that worship carried to Him by an intelligent lover. Such was the walk of the Lord Jesus. His feet carried Him to death. 

    I mention all these things so that we might see what recovery is for. If we have part in it, it is that we might take up this, dear brethren, that we might walk. It is no matter of self-gratification. It is a matter of deliberate care for others, and of sacrifice; so that the walk of the Christian, as recovered, becomes expressive of God, hence, John presents the living water as available here. He presents the believer as possessing it, so that it flows out as rivers; and in the Revelation, He that will, let him take [the] water of life freely Revelation 22:17; that is to say, from Johns point of view, the thing is to be available  the thing is to be here. It is to be manifest, and available to need. He that will etc. It is the manifest presence of the Holy Spirit in the vessel in which He is. All this is bound up with a holy, deliberate walk, so that what men need is carried to them. It is made available to them, and thus there is a tangible representation of God in these last days. 
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    THE MILITARY AND LEVITICAL POSITIONS OF THE SAINTS (JT 42)

    Zechariah 6: 12, 13; Luke 4:16-27; Luke 4:42 - 44

    The public position of the saints here may be described tinder two heads, the one military and the other levitical. Both positions are typified in the book of Numbers. I have read these scriptures in order to enlarge on these two thoughts, especially to show that the military position, viewed as it is in Numbers, initiates the order of local responsibility, whereas the levitical position is not local but general or universal. From the passages I have read I hope by the Lords help to show that the key-note is the Lord Himself, as indeed every truth in some way or another is exemplified in Him, for He is the pattern for us in every relationship. 

    Now in the book of Numbers when the males in view of military service were to be all numbered from twenty years old and above, they were enrolled according to the standard of their fathers house, and as enrolled each was to pitch by his own standard according to the ensign of his fathers house; whereas the Levites are numbered from a month old and upward, and they are not called upon to take up a position in a military sense. Their function was to look after the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness. Their directors were priests; they were to come under the supervision or direction of Aaron and Aarons sons, who would allot to each his duties. These levitical services rightly understood and acted upon shut out idleness and lukewarmness, for every moment of their working time is filled up and filled up profitably. There is no time to lose, dear brethren. The time is short, and God would have us employed according to these services which I have alluded to. 

    Now, what we find of the Lord is, as we see in this passage in Zechariah, that he shall grow up from his own place; the reference is to the Lord Jesus Christ as the Branch. He grew up in His place, that is, He never sought to alter His circumstances, and He fulfilled every obligation according to God. At the age of twelve He intimated, as having been in the temple with the doctors, that He was about His Fathers business but it is said also, that He returned to Nazareth with His parents and was subject unto them. You will notice that the word Nazareth is used. He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was subject unto them. Nazareth did not afford that which youth would naturally seek after. It was not a city of any repute. It was, I judge, such a place as would be a test to youthfulness, and so, dear brethren, it should be an exercise with us that as under the government of God we ought not to alter our circumstances. It may be that they do not afford the gratifications that we might seek after; other places might seem more attractive, more interesting, it may be indeed that we are sure there would be special advantages in other localities. But look! It says, He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was in subjection to them (Luke 2: 51), that is, to his parents. We see thus the perfect humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was remarked by one later of Nazareth, Can anything good come out of Nazareth? (John 1: 46). The answer was Come and see, but the remark clearly indicated that Nazareth was not a city of good repute. Well, the Lord grew up there, He grew up in His place. That is the point that I think we should lay hold of. Where He sets us in His perfect wisdom and ways, our wisdom is to abide there, to be content there, and in contentment coupled with godliness to grow up spiritually. Piety with contentment, we read, is great gain (1 Timothy 6: 6). It is said to be profitable for all things, but coupled with contentment is great gain. Now I would dwell on that point, because I think it is a point of the very greatest importance for us  that one should be content where one is, provided that position is divinely ordered, and if we in any way walk with God, we should have no doubt of His mind on that point. The Lord will not leave us in the dark. For my own part I would fain not be in the dark in regard of anything, nor is it necessary that we should be. There may be details that we do not understand, but in a general way there is no need that we be in the least degree puzzled. The Lord will give thee understanding in all things (2 Timothy 2: 7). 

    And so the people as having been brought out of Egypt were regulated according to their fathers house; that is, each man stood up for God where he had been brought up  in the circumstances in which he had been brought up. The young men of the tribe of Reuben would all be known to each other in a general way, and each would have to qualify spiritually in the presence of those amongst whom he had been brought up  a very great test! And so all the other tribes, each man under the eyes of his father, under the eyes of his mother, and under the eyes of all his relatives. All that involves very great exercise. There is no room for show under those circumstances, for you are too well known to put on. And so, dear brethren, the Lord exemplifies this in the most perfect manner, For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground (Isaiah 53: 2). There were no springs in the desert for Him, no natural springs; there was nothing there that He drew upon, and so we have to learn not to draw upon our natural resources but upon God. Every bit of sap has to come from Him. He grew up as a root out of dry ground. Think of that! He was cast upon God from the outset; all His springs were there, and so He sets forth the thought of God for every one of us. 

    In the history of Israel Satan appears at the outset of the wilderness position; Pharaoh said in his heart, the wilderness has hemmed them in; that is to say he reckoned that the people of God could not grow up in the wilderness. Satan met the Lord thus in the wilderness. The devil says, Now you must have bread, you must have material nourishment in the wilderness. The Lord says, No, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. Now all that is available for the believer. Every word that proceeded out of the mouth of God is available for the believer and available just where he is. He has not to move for it. Jehovah told Moses that Pharaoh says, they are entangled in the land, the wilderness has hemmed them in (Exodus 14: 3). He meant that they could not live in the wilderness. 

    Art thou weaned from Egypts pleasures? 
God in secret thee shall keep, 
There unfold His hidden treasures, 
There His loves exhaustless deep. (76:5) 
 

    Satan knew nothing of these. What did he know about manna? He had never heard of it before. What did Pharaoh know of manna? It was a new thing. Think of the resources that are in heaven! And so the manna falls and more than that, God had other resources, but that was the one great provision God made for His people, so that Pharaoh was utterly deceived when he thought that the people of God could not live in the wilderness. On the contrary, the wilderness was the way to the land of Canaan. 

    We need not dread taking up a position for God. He will not leave us, and the resources will be available for us. Wherever it be that you are located in the government of God all the resources of God are available to you, even though it be an outpost. There is no place in which He will not provide, and there are no possibilities of cutting or severing your communications. God has His own way of sending; even at the lions mouth. Paul could say, I was delivered out of the lions mouth. The Lord shall deliver me from every wicked work (2 Timothy 4: 17, 18). He had not the least dread of any consequences. He was in the position in which he had sustenance. That is the point. 

    Let us not think that it is an easy thing to be in the flesh. As I said, the Lord grew up in Nazareth; there was nothing there for the flesh, not that He needed it, but He is an example for us. As a matter of fact Satan does not understand Christ. The Lord Himself said: the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing (John 14: 30). There was nothing in that blessed Man Satan could touch. Man shall not live by bread alone. Now He is the manna of our souls; the soul is nourished as we dwell on the perfect dependence of that blessed One, especially as He met Satan. Man doth not live by bread alone, but by everything that goeth out of the mouth of Jehovah doth man live (Deuteronomy 8: 3). 

    Now do you read the Bible in that light? Heavenly men, typified of old, were marked by a tent and an altar. An altar recognises God; the tent indicates that the occupants were just strangers. So the word of God is nourishment; Peter speaks of it as the sincere milk of the word by which we grow up to salvation. The word is not only the New Testament, it is the Old as well, every word that goeth out of the mouth of God; indeed there is much more that the Holy Spirit would suggest to us. The word of God is living. We can read much between the lines, if you understand what I mean; the apostle John said, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written (John 21: 25). There is not one thing that Christ said or did but will in some way stand. The more scriptures we read, as we carefully meditate on the things, the more nourishment we shall obtain for our souls. The apostle said to Timothy give thyself to reading. 

    The letter to the Corinthians is addressed to the church of God which is at Corinth. Mark you, it is to the assembly there in that town or city, and then it adds, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours (1 Corinthians 1: 2). There is therefore a bond for us in the lordship of Christ, but it is a bond of affection with each other, that is to say, it is the bond that holds the church together, all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours, and that, ours includes every believer. Whatever the conduct of any of the tribes, or any family in the tribes might have been, faith always included the twelve. So in writing to the Corinthians the apostle holds to all that in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. In those days things were very real; calling upon the name of the Lord Jesus meant more then than it does in our day. The apostle has to add in writing to Timothy, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart  with those whose hearts are pure. Paul contemplates a difficult day, and the necessity for the military position; and so he writes to Timothy, Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus ... Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 2: 1, 3). The more extended your position, the more it outflows into the enemys territory, the greater the need; so take thy share in suffering. One may let others take all the suffering. Take thy share. While I dwell on this point I am impressed with the importance of it. How it enters into the Lords position as growing up from His own place. He grew up there, and in growing up there, it is said that He shall build the temple of the Lord. You may think that if we go afield and do exploits we shall get a crown, but God attaches great importance to the patience of growing up spiritually in ones place. An ox indicates patience and endurance, so there is great value attached to one growing up patiently and steadily in his place, having before him the testimony of God. The crown is for him; we read, Behold a man whose name is the Branch; and he shall grow up from his own place, and he shall build the temple of Jehovah: even he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne. These statements all refer to Christ and Christ is an example for us. The Branch suggests dependence. Every disciple of Jesus is marked by prayer  by dependence. In Luke, which is the great gospel of dependence, we are told that when He was praying in a certain place, when he had ceased, one of his disciples said to Him, Lord, teach us to pray. Jesus was dependent on His God in public service, and so His disciples say, Lord, teach us to pray; a very good request to ask the Lord for! Dependence here, not position in this world. 

    In turning now to Luke 4, I want to show that the Lord in taking up His levitical service is not local. He went to Nazareth where He had been brought up, but He was now engaged in service. They would bring in local ideas. I want to show, dear brethren, on the other hand how we ought to be on our guard against local feeling. 

    Well, the Lord having come to Nazareth, entered, as it was His custom, into the synagogue on the sabbath day; for He did not change His custom when He came to His own town  He was not governed by locality  it was His custom to enter into the synagogues elsewhere. Here in entering into the synagogue He is marked by perfect grace. He takes the Scriptures which were given to Him, and having received them He found the place where it is written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He knew them; we must not conclude for a moment that He opened at Isaiah 61 accidentally, as we speak. He did not. He opened it with intelligence, He found the place and He read. I never tire reading these verses. He stands out there practically as the Levite, and began to say to them, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. Having read the scriptures, He rolled up the book and delivered it to the attendant and sat down  perfect rest  every movement full of grace  and as having sat down the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. He became attractive. The levitical work that He is carrying on, is carried on in perfect grace. 

    Now they say in their hearts, Is not this the son of Joseph? The language of their hearts is, we know your name; and naturally we all think like that, but the Lord would bring us on to spiritual lines. He never acted on local lines. He always acted from His own point of view, hence it says, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias ... and to none of them was Elias sent but to Sarepta ... to a woman that was a widow, and so too in the days of Elisha the prophet, Naaman the Syrian alone was cleansed although there were many lepers in Israel at that time. We have to learn in levitical work that the point of view is universal; the work of the levite  his business  is in relation to the tabernacle. No doubt each has his own work. Paul said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do, and the Lord gave him his work in due time: taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom I send thee (Acts 26: 17). That incident indicates how the Lord takes up levites in His own perfect way, bringing in the sovereignty of God and showing that God is acting universally. 

    I want to go on now to the end of the chapter (Luke 4) where the crowds thought that He should abide there and not go from them. It says, When it was day he went out, and went into a desert place, and the crowds sought after him, and came up to him, and would have kept him back that he should not go from them. But he said to them, I must needs announce the glad tidings of the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for for this I have been sent forth. Levitical work is not local; it is universal: To the other cities also, for for this I have been sent forth. He was sent to preach the kingdom of God. The epistle to the Romans has a universal application. The Lord declined to accept a local position in His levitical service. He had exemplified local responsibility for thirty years, and now He is anointed by the Spirit to preach. His work is to preach, and to preach where He was sent. And so, dear brethren, we thus are kept as having Christ for our model, whether it be in our position locally, or whether it be in service levitically. 

    I might remark here before closing that wilderness warfare in the main is defensive warfare, Canaan warfare is aggressive. Locally we do not attack; we are set to defend. There are exceptions I admit, but generally speaking, the position of the saints in the wilderness is defensive. The point is to occupy the position, and I apprehend that it is all implied in calling upon the name of the Lord. Hence when the time comes that evil shows its head in our circumstances, we depart from it. We simply withdraw from it. There is no such idea in Canaan as that. Ephesians treats of heavenly warfare. The whole church is in view there, so when Joshua was outside Jericho, it says:  that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man before him with his sword drawn in his hand. And Joshua went to him, and said to him, Art thou for us, or for our enemies? And he said, No; for as captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come (Joshua 5: 13, 14). Christ is known spiritually in relation to the whole host of Jehovah  the whole assembly. Our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, ... against spiritual power of wickedness in heavenlies (Ephesians 6: 12). The heavenlies are Satans stronghold. When the disciples came back after being sent out two by two, and say, the devils are subject to us, the Lord says to them, In this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you; but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens (Luke 10: 20). Let us be on our guard, dear brethren, about giving way. If we give way one bit we shall give way another bit. 

    Ephesians is, I may say, general. It is for attack, whereas Numbers and Corinthians deal with what is local  the divine economy locally. Romans makes you a military man; you are exhorted to put on the armour of light, but that epistle helps us also in regard to levitical work. Paul exhorts and says to every man, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly. Romans gives us our place levitically, but it subdues us so that we must think soberly according as God has dealt to every man the measure of faith. Corinthians teaches us how to serve. In 1 Corinthians 14: 40 the apostle says, Let all things be done comelily and with order, and in verse 26, Let all things be done to edification; for five words spoken with the understanding edify more than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 
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    THE REINSTATEMENT OF MAN IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD (JT 82)

    Genesis 40: 1 - 23; Zechariah 6: 9 - 14; Luke 24: 50 - 53

    What I wish to speak about tonight is the reinstatement of man in the presence of God. We have to take that in as a fact, that man is reinstated in the presence of God. This reinstatement was not hurried. It was after due consideration. I read Genesis 40 to establish the principle. At that early date in the history of the race on the earth you have the principle of reinstatement established. And it is remarkable that it should appear in what may be regarded as the ministry of Joseph, a ministry which, in its earliest stages, took the form of interpretation. You will remember how Job alludes to the importance of an interpreter, one among a thousand. Joseph had a particular experience in dreams, but his dreams required no interpretation. The utterance of Josephs dreams was their interpretation. His brothers understood him, his father understood him. His dreams, in the uttering of them, carried their own interpretation with them. I need not enlarge upon them; they are well known to you. I wish more particularly to refer to his interpretations, the first being found in this chapter and the next in the following one. I may say at the outset, that in the first interpretation, there is introduced the idea of reinstatement, and the reinstatement of man in the presence of God. And following upon that, in order, in the second interpretation in the next chapter, you have the preservation of the life of the world. These were two great principles to be introduced at that early date, that, whilst the race outwardly was marked by divine rejection, and consequently by death, there should appear in testimony the principle of reinstatement and the preservation of life. 

    Now, the suggestion of these things must be of interest, and they come about in connection with what may be regarded as exercise. God is pleased to exercise men; you get nothing without it  I mean subjectively. Exercise brings about inquiry, and inquiry brings in light. And the light that is introduced involves that man is reinstated in the Person of Christ. That is wonderful light to the soul. The man that was rejected is seen in the baker. The baker is a man who has to exercise himself, but he comes under the curse. That man is not accepted. That man is not reinstated. If man is to be reinstated, it must be in a man who is fully tested here, and who, as thus tested, answers in every way to God. Now, I was saying at the beginning that the reinstatement is not hurried. It is quite true that the testimony of the angel in regard to the birth of our Lord was that that holy Thing which should be born should be called the Son of God. That was like the cherubim overshadowing the mercy-seat. There was the protection of the Lords Person in the communication. But the public acknowledgment on the part of God, of Man in Christ was not until Christ was thirty years of age. Now, you will understand, I am speaking guardedly. The public acknowledgment on the part of God, of Man in Christ, was not until He was baptised. You will understand that He was before His baptism what He was after; there could be no change in His Person. But the divine acknowledgment of the reinstatement of man in Christ was after that Man had fully attested what He was. What a history, what a pathway, that was under Gods eye! You will find the Spirit of God carefully avoids anything like a public acknowledgment, only there is a full attestation of what He is. Take the gospel of Matthew, in chapter 2, the Spirit of God eight times alludes to our Lord as a little child, Take ... the little child and his mother. Think of the interest on the part of God. But yet it is the little child and his mother. In the next chapter, when He is baptised, the heavens are opened upon Him, when He is thirty years of age. There is the public acknowledgment on the part of God of His acceptance of that Man and His delight in Him. I would like you to ponder that. The testimony of it appears at this early stage. One man is hanged upon a tree  we are not told exactly why. There can be no error, I need not say, in any of Gods doings. All we have here is the statement that one man is reinstated, and the other is hanged upon a tree. But how much enters into that! How much enters into the consideration of the man that is reinstated! As I was saying, if you have a man reinstated in the presence of God, ministering to Him  for that is what is said of the chief butler, ministering to him  God has His portion. God is ministered to in that man, and on the other hand, you have the idea of the curse. It is important to remember that the curse lies in the background. The first epistle to the Corinthians presents to us in the Lords supper, that man is reinstated. There is the blood of the covenant. There is that which is definitely called blessing. I wonder if we apprehend the Lord Jesus in that light. He has been introduced in this world as attested in His walk and ways. Think of Johns estimate of Jesus! He says, The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. He was not at a distance from us. He was among us. He moved about amongst us. He was the true vine that produced the grapes. That is the Man that is reinstated. Would that one could enlarge upon the incarnation! You all remember the service of the Kohathites. The most exalted service was not entrusted to the Levites. The priest put forth his hand of affection and covered the ark with the covering veil. One would love to bring forward Luke and John. Luke puts forth the covering veil. He brings in, in his divinely inspired record, the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. See how beautifully he covers Him! In chapter 2, before he introduces us to the Lord, he surrounds us with a priestly atmosphere. Look at that! He has written to his beloved Theophilus: I wish to set forth with method. And directly he ends his preface, he introduces a priestly atmosphere. The whole of chapter 1 is a priestly atmosphere. And in chapter 2, you have the ark. I would appeal to you as regards the Person of our Lord. How do you take account of Him? Luke, before he introduces you to Him, surrounds you with a priestly atmosphere, so that it is like the principle of sterilisation, that all the corrupt principles of our minds and hearts might be sterilised, might be rendered impotent there. That is what Luke does for us. He surrounds the mind and heart with a priestly atmosphere. He introduces us to Zacharias and Elizabeth, who is herself of the daughters of Aaron, a priestess so to say. He introduces us to Mary the virgin, and to the angel Gabriel. They all lend their own quota of priestly atmosphere to the surroundings before you have the Person of our Lord introduced. And then, when He is introduced, He is surrounded, as it were, with a heavenly multitude. In chapter 2 the whole earth is in order. You remember how Zechariah the prophet speaks about four chariots which had gone out, and one quieted His spirit in the north country. Chapter 2 opens with order on the earth, and with a census. What for? Everything, beloved friends, to enhance the introduction of the Lord. When He comes into the temple, the angels add their quota  a multitude of them. What an atmosphere they brought! We need that. We need an atmosphere from heaven. There is plenty from beneath, from the bottomless pit. The whole earth is steeped in it. And we dare not come from that into the surroundings of Jesus. The multitude of the heavenly host brings in an atmosphere that will be fitting. 

    Then He comes into the temple, and there is the priest. Do you want to see a picture of the priest with the ark in his hands? That is Simeon! See what it says of him! It was revealed to him by the Holy Spirit (that is the real priest  a priest who has got a revelation by the Spirit about Christ) that he would not see death until he had seen the Lords Christ. And there He was. He asked no questions. It was divinely communicated to him by the Spirit. There was no careful investigation as to the history of things externally. Faith knows nothing about that. The spiritual man knows nothing or seeks nothing  He is taught by the Spirit. Simeon took the Babe in his arms and blessed God. What a marvellous picture! He blessed God and said: Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. A light, he says, for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel. That is how Luke introduces us to the Lord Jesus Christ. What a priestly touch that is! There is the rigid refusal of all that is unsuited to that scene, to these surroundings. Is it not of all moment to be introduced into that? Or are we content to remain outside the limits of that atmosphere? To look at it, as it were, from a distance, and remain outside the limits of the priestly influence, the priestly surroundings. That is what Luke introduces us to. But he does not stop there. He goes on to the boyhood of the Lord. He expatiates upon that. He shows us the tender plant, as Isaiah had presented Him prophetically, He shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground. There is nothing in the soil about Him to conduce to His growth, not even in the affection of Joseph and Mary was there anything, not one moral element, conducive to the growth of that tender sapling. It was all barren desert as regards Him, and yet He grew up. He grew up before Jehovah as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground. Not even in the affections of His parents and family was there one iota of sap to conduce to His growth. He derived nothing morally from that. It was dry ground. Nevertheless He grew. That is the Man who is reinstated. Wist ye not, He says, that I must be about my Fathers business?. Did He get that from Mary or Joseph? They understood nothing of that, Thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. Absolutely dry and barren as regards the Lord. Nevertheless He grew in perfect humanity. He grew up before Jehovah as a sapling. Every word, every movement, every step was an indication of that vital energy that was inherent in Him. Nothing from without, all in Himself. 

    And now, in the next chapter you have the baptism  every feature of the man developed. All that man should have been for God was there  nothing else. Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature. There He was under Gods eye. With nothing ministering to Him from without, but all within. He developed into full stature as a Man in the presence of God. He goes up out of the waters of baptism in prayer. What a picture! What a perfect delight for God! Never had the golden altar been fully realised till then. There was all the holy fragrance of perfection in Man ascending on the altar of incense. The heavens must open; I speak reverently; they must open on that. God had looked down from heaven to see whether there was any good. There had been none good. But now, there is not only a look from heaven, but the heavens are opened upon Him. How suited, how perfect the scene! The heavens answering to moral perfection in Man upon earth. What complete infinite reinstatement of Man in the Person of Christ! 

    If that Man is reinstated, there must be administration. In Genesis 41 is the administration. The interpreter becomes the administrator. And the administration involves the preservation of the life of the world. That is his name, Zaphnath-paaneah. The man who is reinstated in complete acceptance with God is the administrator. Hence Luke 4 introduces the administrator. The Man anointed by the Spirit is the Administrator. The Man who is accepted is anointed. And the Man who is anointed ministers. The Spirit, He says, has anointed me to preach glad tidings to the poor. There is a clear indication of the mind of God in blessing for the world. For Joseph became really the preserver of the life of the world. 

    I have dwelt upon Lukes order, upon Lukes record, so that we might have the divinely presented view of Man in Christ. Nothing can exceed that in interest. As you dwell upon it, you perceive the righteousness of God in reinstating man in that Person; in confirmation of that you have Zechariahs testimony. I may say in passing that Zechariah has a very remarkable bearing upon our own day. He is the last of the prophets but one, and he was contemporary with Haggai and with Joshua the son of Josedech. He was one of those who encouraged the building of the temple. Now, who will be concerned about the temple? I would appeal to you as to the temple. If man is to be reinstated, he must think of God, and if he thinks of God, he must think of the worship of God, and if he thinks of the worship of God, he must think of the temple. Who thinks of the temple? The priest. You will understand that I am dwelling upon this line so as to lead to exercise in regard to priesthood. Why has christendom lost the temple? And in losing the temple, why has it lost the light? The answer is obvious  because they have lost priesthood. If we lose priesthood, we lose all, subjectively. Now you may attempt to be a Levite. Assuredly you will be beside the mark. The Levites were brought near to Aaron and presented to him. What Zechariah presents to us is the priest. You will bear with me, but I want to make the subject clear. He introduces the crowns of gold and of silver. There was Josedech, the high priest. Now, who is to be the high priest? The Branch is to be the High Priest. How do we arrive at priesthood? It says, He shall grow up out of his place .... You can never reach priesthood except by righteousness  never. We are told in the Psalms that the righteous grow as a cedar. If he grows to be a cedar in righteousness, he flourishes as a palm-tree in the house of God. We will never flourish as palm-trees in the house of the Lord, if we do not grow up in righteousness as cedars. What about the Branch? He grows up out of His place. The Lord never sought to alter His circumstances or to put Himself forward. He never assumed to be anything. He was the lowly, meek, subject Man. In the temple, He asked questions and answered them, but He went back to His parents and was subject to them. That was fitting. He grew up out of His place; He grew up where God placed Him. He never altered His circumstances. But what follows that? He shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall bear the glory. Is not that it? Are you after glory? Do not seek levitical glory. It will pass away. Seek priestly glory. He shall bear the glory. He grows up out of his place. He thinks of God. He builds the temple of the Lord. It is the priest that does that. And now what? And shall sit and rule upon his throne  not as a Levite  He shall be a priest upon his throne. As a priest! Is it not the throne that you are after? What is the glory you are after? There is a man who grows up in righteousness. In other words, there is the principle of local responsibility. You grow up out of your place, and the next thing is you think of the temple. If you are true to righteousness, you will be true to holiness, but not otherwise. If you attempt to reach the temple without righteousness, you will corrupt it. The road to the temple is righteousness. If you think of the temple, if you consider for God, then what? You sit on a priests throne. I would rather sit on a priests throne than on a levites throne. There are many such thrones  levites thrones  in the world, in christendom. The archbishops throne is that in principle; it is not a priests throne. A priests throne is reached by the road of righteousness and holiness; that is, you consider for God. 

    And now, the next thing is this  there is the counsel of peace between them both. You travel the road of righteousness, you reach holiness  you reach the temple  you get into the mind of God, you enter into the counsel of peace  God and man perfectly in unison. In the unison of what? In the unison of peace. Peace is in the sanctuary. People who are at variance are not in the sanctuary. There is no such thing as quarrelling in the sanctuary. All that is outside the court of the tabernacle. All the strife is in the camp. But here we have a priest sitting upon His throne. He has reached it by the road of righteousness. He is in the counsel of peace with God, The counsel of peace shall be between them both. Such is the position of the Lord Jesus with God. 

    I read the passage in the end of Luke to show you what an end Luke presents to us. He opens with the priestly atmosphere, and he closes with it. He opens with the heaven in view, and the angels there. They were not priests. I need not say they were heavenly visitors, carrying with them a heavenly rather than a priestly atmosphere. But at the close, you have a man going up to heaven as a priest. It is as if God were to say, You have reached the throne by righteousness, you have got the breastplate upon the heart for the saints who are there. He was the true Aaron. He led them out as far as Bethany. The saints were upon His heart. Luke 24 is the breastplate of the high priest. Chapter 22 indeed is the breastplate. The breastplate is seen at the Supper. Chapter 24 shows that the same breastplate is with the Lord in resurrection. He is with the saints; He is thinking only of them; He would have the saints together. He was the true Aaron. And having collected them together He led them out as far as to Bethany. They are under His influence now. What a triumph! We have not only the High Priest, but we have His service. We are with Him, and it is as if God were to see the priestly course upon earth. He has on Him all the habiliments of the High Priest  garments of beauty. And as He blessed them He was carried up into heaven. It is not now the heavens opened on the man, but heaven receiving the Priest. It is not that He went up, that would not be becoming to a Priest. He is received up, carried up. And how carried up? As He blessed them; as He exercised His priestly functions in blessing, He is carried up into heaven. What a Person to be in heaven! The breastplate is there with all the names of the tribes upon it, that is to say, the names of all the saints. They are upon His heart, and upon His shoulders as well, for the names were upon the shoulders and upon the breastplate of the priestly garments. Man is reinstated in heaven. That is the excess of grace. He is carried there in the attitude of blessing man here. 

    But He secures a place for us there, for I may add that Luke gives us the representative of all believers, the heavenly Man. He goes up into heaven, and He has left behind Him a testimony that His followers shall go too. He says. Rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. Our names are written in heaven. I was saying this afternoon, that God has a perfect right to put a family in heaven. Man is reinstated before Him. He has got title to place a family in heaven, and so, because of His great love wherewith He loved us, He has raised us up together, and seated us together in the heavenlies in Christ. Such is the completeness of mans reinstatement in the presence of God, that he occupies heaven. Heaven is really occupied by man according to God before earth is so inhabited by him. 

    I may not proceed further. I feel I have dealt with the subject in a very feeble way, but I am sure you cannot fail to have followed in some measure what I am exercised about, and that is particularly, that there might be amongst the saints a priestly state. If we move away from a priestly state, we lose everything subjectively. You may remember things, but you have lost them in your heart, you have lost your joy. You have no power for holiness, and no power to appreciate and enter into the things of God. 

    May the Lord produce in us that priestly state! 

  

  
    WALKING (JT 99)
    

    
    
  
  
    WALKING (JT 99)

    Zechariah 6: 7; John 1: 35 - 39; Romans 6: 4; Romans 8: 4

    I have in view to speak about walking, a subject that runs through the Scriptures; God is the first to walk, in the book of Genesis, and in the last book of the Bible we have Jesus walking amid the seven golden candlesticks. We also find Satan walking, a solemn matter. Peter says, Your adversary the devil as a roaring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour, 1 Peter 5: 8. But the book of Job records something in a way more serious; that is, when the sons of God came to present themselves before Jehovah, Satan came also, Job 1: 6. This, no doubt, would apply to the so-called convocations of Israel. All the males were enjoined to come up three times in the year to present themselves, to appear before Jehovah. And no doubt Satan also came on these occasions; this applies also to our own times, for he undoubtedly comes on occasions like these Satan came also. One can understand how in Israel he would have in mind to frustrate the designs of God in these holy convocations, to mar them, as he might find occasion to do; as the tribes met on the streets of Jerusalem, or in the environments of Jerusalem, the hills and vales, evil feelings of jealousy might arise, natural feelings might prevail, some other motives beside those primarily designated might be there-personal motives. Any or all of these conditions would give occasion to Satan, who would be there on his nefarious business to corrupt, to promote evil feelings or rivalry. We read, indeed, in this very book of Zechariah that on one occasion Joshua the high priest was there, and Satan was there; it was not simply that he also came, but that he was there to resist, to resist God in what He intended to do with Joshua the high priest. God had in mind to bless him; Satan had in mind to prevent the blessing, to resist the angel of the Lord. This is ever his mind when God was about to bring Israel into Canaan, Satan was ready to curse, to have Israel cursed, if he could, and alas! he had a ready instrument in a hireling, one who would do it for the reward of unrighteousness. 

    But the word in Job is very searching because God said, Now, Satan, why are you here?. God challenges the devil, and He would challenge everyone too: Why are you here?. Whence comest thou?, He says, as you may remember, in chapter 1: and Satan answered Jehovah and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. That is his account of himself. God would bring that out. It does not appear that he was attacking any one person of the sons of God; perhaps God did not allow it. He frustrated him; He challenged him about job. He gives him something to answer, Whence comest thou?. The probing question is, Why am I here? What is my motive? Satan answers; he could but answer to Jehovah. Thank God, God has control of him, and he answers immediately, and says, From going to and fro in the earth. It is an unsettled, and yet not an aimless movement; like a bird or a beast of prey, that is the idea: to and fro in the earth. And if there were any other thing to cause more deliberateness, walking up and down in it, he says. Think of that! He had evidently a free hand. And he has yet, as Peter says, as a roaring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour; he has a definite object, preying, seeking anyone, even the Son of God, for he attempted it. It is impossible that he could overcome Him, but still he did not turn aside; he tempted the Lord Jesus. But now he is seeking whom he may devour, anyone who is likely to be in his way, and give him the opportunity of turning such aside, young or old, into light, frivolous, vain pursuits. He is waiting for you. Well, all this is very searching and solemn, seeking whom he may devour. God says, Hast thou considered my servant Job ... ? (verse 8). How pleasing it was to Jehovah at that time that there was one whom He could call His servant. One always hesitates to apply the term to oneself, and yet it should be applicable to every one of us. God loves the term. When one was maligned God said, My servant Moses: ... Why then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against Moses?, Numbers 12: 7, 8. He says, My servant Moses, My servant David, too, My servant Job and many others. Hast thou considered my servant Job?. Satan answers immediately, Yes, I have considered him. I do not suppose that he would answer everyone that way, for he conceals his designs as much as possible, but not before God. All things are naked, especially Satans motives: All things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do, Hebrews 4: 13. Satan knew that, and he boldly argues with God as to this servant, Hast not thou made a hedge about him ... ?. 

    Now, I cannot do anything to him. That is very comforting, Gods taking care and protection of His servant. It is very comforting to notice the connection with the word care and the word servant. The importance comes into it of addicting oneself to divine service, for divine care comes with it. 

    Well, now I come to these bay horses in Zechariah. There were four groups mentioned in this prophet. I read the seventh verse, because it uses the word walk. This word is not employed, as far as I know, in regard to the first three chariots but is used in connection with the strong horses in the fourth chariot. The word walk is applied by the Spirit three times, and not to any of the other horses. You cannot say an aeroplane walks, or a train or a motor car. Walking is deliberate. God set the pace, as I said before; He is said to have walked in the garden in the cool of the day. All that was deliberate. God never does anything save in deliberateness. He would have us to understand that; no one walking in faith should do anything save in deliberateness. Think of what you are doing. Take counsel if necessary: In the multitude of counsellors there is safety, Proverbs 11: 14. 

    Sometimes it is wiser to take counsel with oneself rather than with a multitude. Nehemiah says, I consulted with myself. Sometimes that may be necessary, for God gives us wisdom. If any man lack it, let him ask of God, and He will give it to him. And one retires to himself, as before God, and takes counsel. We find that these four strong horses walk, as I was saying, with deliberateness. The idea is true of Christ especially; He walked no more in some places. He moved, like the type, in the calf-like, firm, careful step that attaches to walking; and every man of faith, if need be, may take counsel with others, take counsel with the Lord; the Lord will give understanding. Let no one be in the dark; yet Nehemiah says, I consulted with myself. There are things that you yourself have got to deal with. To bring in another only beclouds the position. I have no doubt that the cells in the temple, in Solomons and in Ezekiels temple, would mean isolation in that way, getting by yourself. But then, as I said, walking, the very action, involves deliberateness, and it is applied three times to these strong horses and not at all to the other three kinds. There are four chariots, but only in connection with this one do we find the idea of walking. And I want to speak about that, dear friends, as having a special application to the present time. These chariots refer to the four gentile monarchies; it is Zechariahs way of presenting what Daniel presents more fully. We learn here that they are the four spirits of the heavens: These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth, Zechariah 6: 5. Now this is to be observed carefully and prayerfully; I say prayerfully, because they come into the range of individual exercise in such a peculiar way; they are not distinctively of the world. Christians often becloud their minds and hinder their prayers and their outlook by regarding the powers that be as distinctively of the world. They are not. The persons who rule may be, viewed separately, but not in their office. Their office is not of the world. And what we have here is more than the office; it is the actual powers themselves: These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. Well, you say in your mind, that cannot be so-and-so, and so-and-so. But it means the four monarchies, the Babylonish, the Persian, the Greek, and the Roman; they are as much in Gods service, in principle, as was Israel under David and under Solomon. The first monarch of these monarchies was Nebuchadnezzar, and he is called by Jehovah my servant. Indeed, God speaks to someone else, and says, I must pay that man wages, for what he did to Tyre. Now this would never enter into our minds if we read profane history and confined our minds to it; nor would we get spiritual thoughts from these histories. We get all the thoughts that we need morally from the Scriptures; not that we should not read history, but I am saying that, as christians, we want to read Scripture in regard to everything and understand that it has to do with everything that we need. 

    Another great ruler, Cyrus, is said to be Gods anointed, and that was before he was born (Isaiah 45: 1). Again Jehovah says of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, Isaiah 44: 28. Let anyone read the book of Isaiah and see what that means; how subservient he was. Some of us were saying a few days ago that the first great monarch was converted by God; he was an idolatrous sinner, a cruel man, casting people into the fire, burning men without feeling, heating the furnace seven times more than usual, but that man was converted. He was converted as an emperor, and he proclaimed; he turned into a preacher, indeed. That is all to bear upon the present position right down to the present moment. Zechariah gets his own view of these four chariots, and we want to get that view, dear brethren. 

    Now verse 7 speaks of the last of the four horses, the one we have to do with. The third is said to have gone forth toward the south country; the first two go into the north country. It says, See, these that go forth towards the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country. That is, they do something. These have done something, thank God! It is not simply that they govern the world, but that this power did something for God; they quieted His Spirit in the north country. That is not said of any of the others; certainly not of these strong horses. They refer to the Romans, and there is nothing to indicate that they reach any finality. This power is still existent; the seventh head is past; the final one is the eighth; it is to bear the character of all the others, presently to come up; and in the meanwhile, under certain circumstances, the beast, this power, is governing. There are ten kings; there are those that the number ten would mean; that I am at a responsibility, even though the empire has been submerged. The number remains, and all the present rulers of the world represent that, and God is supporting them. But there is nothing said here to indicate that this power reaches any finality, although we know from other scriptures that it reaches satanic finality in its final results. It does not quieten Gods Spirit; it is the very acme of mans will supported by the devil. This scripture does not go on to that, but we understand; 

    indeed, we were called upon hundreds of years ago, if we had wisdom, to count the number. He that has it, it says, will do so, and then we are told what the number is, so that, dear brethren, we are brought into all this in a spiritual way, not in a mere sense of curiosity or as prophecy-mongers. There are many like that, just pursuing prophecy as they would any other subject. It is not like that; it is a question of what is spiritual. These powers are powers of the heavens; they come from before the Lord of all the earth. Let us not put it forth into any abstract or theoretical position; it is a practical thing. This thing that I am speaking about is existent at the present time, but it is still under God. This power crucified Jesus; this power martyred the apostles, some of them, but still it retains its status as one of the spirits of the heavens, who stand before Him who is the Lord of all the earth. And so they go forth. We can see, dear brethren, where we stand; we are exactly in the path that Christ was. He had to do with an emperor, but it is the same power. He says, Thou hadst no authority whatever against me if it were not given to thee from above, John 19: 11. He answered Pilate carefully; He says, I was born King. Pilate was not born a king; nor was any emperor, for a king is made of God, really. Jesus was born King, the real thought of God, in that precious blessed Man, and He told Pilate this, as much as to say, You should know you have power from on high, and I am respecting it. Then Pilate felt his first thoughts were right, and that is what I would impress upon you. He says, This Man is innocent; I find no fault in Him at all. You see that belonged to his office. He failed in that; he retreated in that, in cowardice. He failed, but the thing was there. God had empowered him; he had the right thought, and God would have helped him. And it is for us now to pray for these men that if they get the right thought they may stand by it. It is for us to pray for them, that God will make them do it. Now I have in my mind to speak about walking as three times over it is connected with this power. And in the first instance, it is because they wanted to do it, as you will notice. The strong go forth; that is their own act, and seek to go that they may walk to and fro through the earth. That is their own act. That was in their minds, you see, imperialism. Well, then the next word is, Go. It is not as if they were in the way, but Go, walk to and fro through the earth. You want to do it-God says you are to do it. God will use them. Balaam professes to say, I would not go if Jehovah did not send me, but he wanted the reward of unrighteousness, and if these powers want to walk up and down through the earth, they are thinking of conquest, aggression and spoil. But God says, I will have to say something about this, and in spite of themselves they will have to do something for God, as Balaam had to do something for God. At the right time God came in; Balaam says, I am going; God says, I see you are going; go then. And He let him go, and He stood before him in the way and would have slain him, but He let him go, as much as to say, I will let you go for a purpose. And so it is with these powers. God will let them go, but He says, I will use them. 

    They walked to and fro through the earth, and they are doing it yet. These great Roman roads that are historic; everyone that knows anything about history knows what the Romans roads are; those of us who go to Europe see them; they are not to be surpassed. They are not roads made out of by-paths, or cattle trails; they are cut straight through; they are engineered straight through; they are intended to be walked on, and that no more time should be taken to walk on them than is necessary. They were not for amusement; they are for a purpose; they are for walking to and fro through the earth. That is the intention of their makers, and they did that. How the Roman legions did tread these roads! They walked; that is the reason why I am stressing this point. They walked; that is, they did everything with deliberateness, and with a purpose. But God used them nevertheless. They did not perhaps know. God says to Cyrus, You do not know Me, but that is My thought about you; you are My elect, and you are My shepherd; showing how God uses persons and things who may not understand that they are being used. God can do anything. And so the fact is that they walked; the apostle was wont to walk from Jerusalem round to Illyricum. How did he do that? It was probably a distance of a thousand miles, which was immense in those days. He took the ways of Rome, the ships sometimes, but the roads other times. What did he take those ways for? Did he say, I will not walk on those roads, because the Romans made them? No. They were heavens servants when they made those roads, and he used those roads. And so it is today: take the highways of the world, what are they for? What is heaven thinking about? Heaven is thinking of those that go forth, not for conquering nor for conquest, but to preach the gospel, to serve the Lord. The ships of the Atlantic and the Pacific, and the railways, or whatever they may be that are legitimate and usable, are heavens; they belong to heaven. These powers are the four spirits of the heavens, whatever their motives. We are not thinking of that; we are thinking of God and His mind about it. If He gives His wind to blow and His rain to come down, He gives these too, to serve us. How it enlarges our view and robs our minds of mere international feeling and politics! These are the four spirits of the heavens sent out from standing before God, who is the Lord of all the earth. They go to and fro through the earth. Paul does it, and Peter does it; millions of others have done it, and these same roads were made to be walked upon to preach the gospel. I have fully, he says, preached the gospel of Christ. What a moral triumph for us! 

    But I speak of this walking, so that we might have in mind these powers and pray for them, as the four spirits of the heavens, so that the enemy may not have it all his own way with them. He will have his own way presently, for he is the dragon who gives all his power to the beast and the false prophet. He is not doing that yet; Satan is walking up and down through the earth. But the Roman roads thwarted him sometimes; they were not always available to him. Paul walked those roads and spoilt the enemys goods in walking those roads; they are not always available to him, nor can Satan do what he likes today with the powers that be. He is attempting to do it, but he cannot do all he wishes to do; he has to wait. And our business in this respect is to make it as difficult as possible for Satan to succeed, and in that sense to pray for these powers that God may force them, as He can do. It is a question of horses here; they are directed by the bit and bridle so that God may move them by external influences to do His will. He is doing that with most of the nations, and He will do it, as we pray. 

    Well, now, I have dwelt on that more than I intended, but over against that I wanted to come to the walk of Jesus. Indeed, it is concurrent with these horses walking, but think of the difference between the walk of Jesus, and the walk of those strong horses. What a difference! Whether it is Pilate or any of those Roman procurators, or military officers doing what they wished to do, Pilate mingling the blood of the Jews with their sacrifices-what a vicious, lawless, cruel thing to do-a wicked man. Think of Jesus walking alongside Pilate! We get it here in these verses; it is a sacrificial walk; it is the Lamb. He is not said to be the Son of God here, nor the Lord, nor even Jesus, although He is always that, but John calls Him the Lamb of God. Behold the Lamb of God: that is what he says at this time. Why does he say that? The previous day he had said, Who takes away the sin of the world, and he says, I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God, John 1: 34. But here it is just this one statement, Looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. That is all: as he walked. He may have looked upon Pilate as he walked; he looked upon Herod, but what could he say? He did say something to one of the Herods; it was part of his mission to reprove, to make a way for the Lord. It was part of his mission. But he looked upon Jesus as He walked, and said, Behold the Lamb of God. It is the sacrificial walk. That is all I want to press upon you, that to walk in the world alongside these horses is a sacrificial walk instead of a self-assertive walk, instead of a selfish walk, instead of an ambitious walk, desiring to be something in this world; it is a sacrificial walk. That is what the Lamb of God means all through Scripture; it means sacrifice. Well could John understand such a walk as that; he was himself on that line, a sacrificial line: he was born a priest, his father a priest, his mother too, you might say; he was in the deserts until the days of his showing to Israel, his clothing of camels hair, a leathern belt around him, and his food, locusts and wild honey, none of the delicacies of the city, none of the finery of the tailors or the clothiers, no thought at all of being anything in this world. He was in the deserts until the time of his showing to Israel. Most young people who are to be shown in a public way, who are to be politicians, or doctors, or lawyers, or military men, must be trained; the day of their showing is ever in view, but the training, the colleges, whatever it be, is all necessary; how zealous the parents are, even sacrificing themselves to make a show of their sons and daughters. Not so Zacharias and Elisabeth; no! Sent into the deserts, he was there without any resistance on his part evidently. There was nothing for the flesh; it was self-sacrificing love, you might say, in one who before he was born was joyous at the very voice of the mother of Jesus. Think of what a man he was! And this is the man, when Jerusalem would make him something in this world, who says, In the midst of you stands ... he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose. And then, A man comes after me who takes a place before me. That is John the baptist. And now he is looking at Jesus as He walked. 

    He had never seen, I am sure, such a walk. His eyes are able to discern such a walk as that; it was a self-sacrificing walk, beloved brethren. There it is. He says, Behold. That is all he said. You might say his work is done, and now his disciples, as we have often had it, left him; that is another test, you know, to have your disciples leave you. You do not like that; if you are a teacher you like to have disciples. They were his disciples. He had been a wonderful teacher, but they left him. What a test! They followed that One; his voice directed them to that One. So we are indeed in the presence of a walk, dear brethren, that we are to imitate, to emulate and imitate; we are to walk in His steps we are told; in His very steps, meaning those details in every step. And so these two heard John and followed Jesus. 

    That is what they did. Maybe there is someone here who has never done that yet, and the Lord is saying to you, Now is your time to begin. They heard John speak, and followed Jesus, and Jesus took notice of them. He loves to do it. He just loves to do that; to see your heart turn in that direction, away from the world to follow that self-sacrificing Man, for it is a sacrificial walk. You say, I am going to be that; I am going to follow that Man, and in order to follow Him, I want to be taught. And so today, a good deal of the weakness among us is the lack of teaching. One is amazed and distressed at times to note how little is understood in ministry. These two men were not simply taking up one position, and saying, We are going to follow this Man. No; they say, Rabbi. And if we need to be taught, we will say it-Rabbi, Teacher. John says, You must know what that means; that word means Teacher. That is what the Spirit of God says; do not forget it. These first followers of Jesus called Him Rabbi, and what did it mean? It meant that they needed to be taught. They had been taught; they were already disciples. But they had to be taught again, or more, as it were. We get further information about that in the Acts, and they understood that. They wanted more teaching than they had, and they said,We want to have it where You are living too. Where abidest thou?, they say. He says, Come and see. The Lord, if He were speaking to us about that, would say to us, We had a good meeting, and they had; the Lord was delighted with it, and so He is delighted with us, and will be delighted with any of us who have never taken that ground in our souls before. He would say, It is a good day today; there are one or two young people who are turning their backs on the world; they want something better, and I am ready to give it to them; Come and see. Tomorrow you will have a greater opportunity. We have had it today, but tomorrow is the day in which the Lord shines, the heavenly Man. Come and see. The brethren will be breaking bread tomorrow in remembrance of Me, and you will not be there, but you should be there. That is exactly what He would say to you: Come and see; even if you are not going to participate, Come and see, and see with right eyes; see as you should see. The Lord said to the disciples, Blessed are your eyes. Well, that is the kind of eyes to have eyes that are blessed by seeing wonderful things; seeing them in the sanctuary. One great servant says, To see thy power and thy glory, as I have beheld thee in the sanctuary. That is where God shines. They stayed that day with Him. I suppose it was a Roman day; at least, I would call it, more accurately, Johns gospel day, a twelve-hour light day; a twelve hour working day. Are there not twelve hours in the day? That is, from sunrise to sunset; they stayed there until the twelfth hour of that day. 

    Well, now, Romans is to show how this walk is entered upon by a believer in his learning days, in his initial education. There are many who in learning bring Ephesians in right away, and others bring in the gospels. You do not calculate what you are doing. Romans is the initial book for christians. It is not without significance that it is addressed to these very people who earlier were represented politically in the strong horses. Rome never quailed at anything, battle or whatever it was. Well, these are the same people, these Romans. To you also who are in Rome, the apostle says. Now I want you to walk differently from those horses; they are able to walk; they walk in a military way in the way of conquest, in the way of cruelty, in the way of breaking to pieces and stamping everything as they go. But the apostle says, Now any Romans that I am writing to, I want you to walk differently; walk in newness of life. That is not as a Quaker, or a nun might walk, or a monk. 

    That is not the idea of newness of life. There might be something different in that. Jude says, These are they who set themselves apart, natural men, not having the Spirit. What a terrible word that is! If you have the Spirit you will not separate yourselves from the saints; you will stay by them, and be with them. So the apostle says, I want you to walk in newness of life, and on this ground: As many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death ... as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life. That word newness is not simply different, but it is that there was never anything like it in Rome before, even in its priesthood, for Rome had its priesthood: the emperors used to be deified, worshipped; there was plenty of religion in Rome, in spite of this cruelty, but there was never any religion like this, in newness of life, and the Spirit would urge it upon us tonight that the walk is to be like that of Christ; it is to be sacrificial. We are baptised unto Him, but unto His death; that was sacrificial. His death was sacrificial; it has dealt with all that I am as a Roman sacrificially, to the end that I should cease to be that and walk in newness of life. 

    And then finally in chapter 8, to fulfil the righteous requirement of the law; that is another thing; that is the application, not exactly that it is to be that way, but it is actually so, that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. It is not simply in newness of life, but according to Spirit; that is, we have come to see that the Spirit is here in power; so that we walk no longer in the spirit of error, or merely by rule or precept, but in new power and in a spiritual way, by the Spirit. We walk after the Spirit, and every righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us. It was never fulfilled in Israel in this way; it never could be, as is said in Deuteronomy. It is only in the power of the Spirit that it can be fulfilled. But it is a great triumph that God, in christians, has a real Israel of God for the moment, fulfilling the righteous requirement of the law. It goes further in other scriptures, but it means that what Israel should have supplied for God is now supplied in the Romans, who had had their heel on Israel after the flesh, but who have now been converted by a Jew, an instrument of God, or at least other instruments of God, converted and are walking in the Spirit, a complete change inwardly, not merely newness outwardly. So that whatever righteous requirement there was in the law is fulfilled there. It is a complete triumph in that sense in as few or as many of us as walk in the Spirit. 

    So may God help us in this thought of walking. We have the sacrificial walk of Jesus, and walking in newness of life, as baptised to His death, and walking in the Spirit as possessors of the Spirit of Christ. 
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    GROWTH (WJH 18)

    Colossians 1: 9, 10; Psalm 144: 12; Zechariah 6: 9-13; Ephesians 4: 10-16

    I have in mind to speak of the subject of growth. One is confident that the Lord has this specially in mind for His people now. What joy to think of the development of the work of God manifest when the Lord Jesus came in flesh. Think of such as Zacharias and Elizabeth, walking in all the ordinances of the law blameless; true priesthood was developed in them. Think of such as Simeon, who was marked by walking in the Spirit. It says, He came in the Spirit into the temple, Luke 2: 27  not by the Spirit, but in the Spirit. Think of such as Anna, who continued night and day in prayers and fastings in the temple; of such a one as Joseph, a righteous man  characterised by righteousness; of Mary  the bondmaid, she says of herself, ready to surrender herself at all cost to the will of God. Think of the shepherds watching their flocks by night, faithfully serving in relation to what was entrusted to them, not drunken nor asleep in the night, but watching. These would show what development of the work of God in persons was ready to welcome Christ when He appeared. It says, Once in the end of the world hath he appeared, Hebrews 9: 26. These matured saints were here to receive Him; Simeon indeed did so actually in his arms. 

    What a joy it is to witness growth. We cannot explain it; he knoweth not how. Mark 4: 27, it says of the growth of the seed. But what a marvel to watch a plant develop, to watch an animal grow, to watch our children grow from babes. But how important must growth be in relation to what is spiritual and therefore eternal. It says of the lily, Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow, Matthew 6: 28. They are only here for a few days and then they are gone; yet they grow, and how they grow! What consideration, therefore, is due to the growth of that which is going to be for the pleasure of God throughout eternity. Could there be anything more important than to make room on our side for growth? Our time here is brief at best, when God is working in view of eternity, and I want to encourage every heart to make itself available to the matter of growth. Think of our blessed Lord in this matter  not that He needed that anything should be added to Him, for morally and characteristically everything He was He brought into manhood. Nevertheless, the thought of growth in the unfolding of what was there in Him is found in Scripture. 

    The angel speaks to the shepherds of the Babe  Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, Luke 2: 12. But he says of the Babe, Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord, Luke 2: 11. All was there  the Saviour was there, the Christ was there, the Lord was there. But all awaited the unfolding of the wonderful fulness that was there, step by step, as to what was proper to each period of the life of Jesus. So we have the Babe, and what marked Him as the Babe was perfect and intelligent dependence on God. In relation to any of us there is absolute dependence in any babe with little or no intelligence as to it, but the Lord says, I was cast upon thee from the womb, Psalm 22: 10. There was a conscious sense of dependence in Him as the Babe. We read of the young child Jesus, the young child and his mother, Matthew 2: 21, and everything that is beautiful in a child finds perfect expression in the young child Jesus. We read of the boy Jesus, Luke 2: 43, at twelve years of age, what is He doing? Perfect example for every boy and girl of twelve  sitting in the temple with the doctors of the law, hearing, and asking questions. Perfect expression of what is proper at twelve, for by then it is known, or should have been known, that He was committed to His Fathers business. This was true always of Him, surely, but it should have been known, as the Lord says, Wist ye not? Luke 2: 49. One would suggest that this is what is normal at twelve. It should be known that the boy or the girl is committed to the interests of God and has his or her place in the temple, listening and enquiring. But then we have the Man  The man Christ Jesus, 1 Timothy 2: 5  beginning to be about thirty, Luke 3: 23, not to speak of that wonderful life lived in secret between twelve and thirty  a secret history under the eye of God that produced on earth an Eden for the divine pleasure, in the light of which the first Eden yielded little for God. At thirty years and onward we have manhood. Each of the four gospels portrays perfectly four blessed features of manhood, the kingly features of Christ in Matthew; His readiness to serve everyone in Mark, the Vessel of divine grace in Luke, and the One who expresses divine love in John. 

    I want to say a word or two as to growth in relation to us, and I have read these scriptures to bring four thoughts before us. The first scripture indicates how we grow  growing by the true knowledge of God, it says. The second scripture tells us when we grow  that our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth. That specially is the time to grow. The third scripture tells us where we grow, where our blessed Lord grew indeed; and thus where we are to grow  he shall grow up from his own place, whatever place that is. Finally, I would say a few words as to the goal of all growth, till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. That is Gods terminus for His people. I trust these four thoughts will be clear to us, and that the Lord may help us to speak of them and to receive them. 

    First, dear brethren, growth is by the true knowledge of God. The knowledge of God there, is conscious knowledge of God. That is the source of growth. It is not casual knowledge, it is intimate knowledge in the soul, not merely in the mind or intellect. There is nothing more blessed than to know God. Let us dismiss from our minds anything else as being of greater importance, for the Scripture says, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, Jeremiah 9: 23. The human wisdom which any may gather in this world does not add one thing to his spiritual stature. Neither let the mighty man glory in his might; whatever development of physical power a man may secure adds nothing to him for eternity, to his spiritual stature. Let not the rich man glory in his riches; whatever accumulation of riches any may have, does not in itself add one thing to him spiritually. But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me. How small we feel when we face the fact that growth is by the true knowledge of God. But one is assured that God is working that we may know Him. He orders, no doubt, conditions that provide for our knowing Him. 

    I am sure that Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, and later Daniel, would come out of testing days knowing God consciously. I am confident that God is ordering the present sorrows in view of the extension of our knowledge of Himself. One feels assured that those who go through the present conditions with God will come out of them with an increased knowledge of Himself, and thus with more stature to contribute to what is of God. Let us not be overwhelmed with anxiety or sorrow because of the perplexities and the distresses; God is using them to add conscious knowledge of Himself and thus that we may grow. That knowledge, of course, is brought to us in all its fulness in Jesus, as the apostle Paul indicates, For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 2 Corinthians 4: 6, 7. The treasure was the blessed light that had come into his soul that had brought the knowledge of God to him. 

    Before I leave this first passage I would remind you that another element that contributes to growth is the mental milk of the word, especially for babes. As the apostle Peter says, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 1 Peter 2: 2. The word discloses the thoughts of God to us, and we cannot grow without the word coming into our mind. Food for the mind results in growth. I am conscious of the continual need of guarding our minds. Continually we need to turn to the word, to the Scriptures, of course, to the ministry of the word by the Spirit, to the blessed Person of Jesus our Lord who is the Word, for every thought of God contributes to growth as it is received as pure mental milk. 

    I pass on to what I specially would speak about  when we grow. That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth. I want to say a few words to the youthful. Youth is a time of the very greatest importance, loss of which can never be replaced. Dear young brothers and sisters, the time when growth is specially looked for, is in youth. The Lord would stir your hearts that your youth be not wasted. The apostle speaks to Timothy as a young man. It is clear that Timothy used his youth to great advantage; he kept with the apostle Paul and accepted circumcision at the outset, the judgment of the flesh. Nevertheless Paul says to him, Flee youthful lusts. Every gratification of these will delay growth in the youth. You say, Where can I flee? First flee to the Lord. By fleeing, you recognise that you are no match for that from which you flee. You say, That is cowardly. Never mind, flee, do not stop to argue, do not try to meet the situation in your own strength. Flee; flee to the blessed Lord; He will help. Then flee to your brethren. It was those who lagged behind that the Amalekite got  those in the rear, those who did not keep in touch with what was going on amongst the saints. The Lord would have us to use our youth as the time for growth. 

    What an example are those young men in Daniels day! They did not eat the kings meat, nor drink his wine. The attitude of their mind was that they would not find their life and joy in what ministered to this world. They purposed in their heart that they would not defile themselves with the kings meat. They would have pulse and water, food that produces true substance, so that when they appeared before the king they were fairer and fatter than all others. Dear young men, I would bring to your notice the importance of youth. Look back over men of God, whom has God used? Men available in their youth: Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon, Elisha, John the Baptist, Timothy. Look back over the history of those whom God has used in our day; they are men who grew up in their youth, and did not waste it. They made room for growth during the time when growth is normal. Let us not fill up our youth seeking to find gratification in this world, but let us find it in relation to what is of God. 

    The prophet Zechariah indicates where growth takes place, referring to the Lord personally, but bringing out great principle. It says of Him, He shall grow up from his own place... and he shall bear the glory, Zechariah 6: 12, 13. He accepted His place and remained there. What a place it was, Nazareth of Galilee! One of the most contemptible places in a contemptible area, in a contemptible province  Jesus of Nazareth! The words from His own lips were, I am Jesus of Nazareth, Acts 22: 8. It was not His selection, it was where the ordering of God placed Him. Joseph and Mary went down to Nazareth, and that was His place, and He grew up from His place. I beg every one of us, the young especially, to this come into our minds  the place to grow is our own place; not another place, not another sub-division, not another house, not another occupation, not another city, not another country, not another hemisphere. He shall grow up from his own place. Depart from that, and I doubt if there will be much growth. 

    The Lord Jesus, of course, left Galilee; He came to Jerusalem. He must needs go through Samaria. But every movement from Nazareth was as sent. It is perfectly right to leave one place, or indeed one occupation, or if need be, one hemisphere for another, if sent. Sent means you are under orders. It does not involve any will of your own in the matter. Jesus went from city to city, for He says, therefore am I sent. It is too late for some of us to profit by this word, it may be, but I beg the young to accept the place in which the ordering of God has sent them, whether it be the home or the family setting, the occupation, the subdivision, the city, or the country, where in the ordering of God you are. That is where you will grow. Many think, If only I could be somewhere else. You will never be in a worse place than Nazareth. That is where Jesus grew, from His place. 

    Some of the most humbling periods in my life have been when I took myself out of the hands of God, and I have seen the restless activity of will and discontent in others that would constantly change from one thing to another, one occupation to another, one city to another. The result is stagnation rather than growth. You will find that those whom God enlarges are those who quietly and consistently go on in their place, whatever that place is. 

    Gods ordering is in all these matters, as also in the service He would have us render. Philip was prospering in his service, but the angel of the Lord said, Go down to the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. He might have disputed that. The angel of the Lord represents Gods control of the position; His governing and ordering said, Go down to the way to Gaza, which is desert. When he arrived at the way to Gaza, the Spirit said, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot, Acts 8: 29. That is to say, as submitting to Gods ordering in our circumstances, we are available to the Spirit for service. If Philip had refused the ordering of God through the angel, he would not have been a vessel that the Spirit would have used. I again would remind you of the great loss that many have suffered who have constantly changed their location, their occupation, their city, or their country, through some form of discontent with the ways of God. Such movements hinder growth. Gods providential ordering today takes many of our brethren into military camps. I am sure they will grow there because it is their place in Gods ordering, not by their own choice. If it were the latter it would be intensely serious, but it is Gods ordering through His minister  the government; it is for the time being their place, and it is where they will grow. We can be assured of this, that many will come out, if God orders that they should, with definite increase of stature. 

    A word now as to the great goal that God has in mind  until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at the full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ, Ephesians 4: 13. What a conception; Till we all come. Gods work will go on in view of all coming to this. All gift of any kind is an endowment by Christ, in view of all saints coming to maturity, to the full-grown man. What a fountain of supply is in Christ for this. The word goes on to speak of the supply  every joint of supply, it says. The supply is in Christ. One and another in the body are joints to bring something from the Source of supply, but what a supply! Great enough to bring every saint on earth in the whole dispensation into maturity, and maturity involves correspondence with Christ, that we may grow up to him in all things. The blessed Lord Jesus is the Source of supply, great enough to affect His people in all things, excluding nothing, that we should derive from Him what will impress His character on all, and in all things. What a magnificent conception, that all should reach maturity, and that the impress of Christ should be on all things, that we should grow up to Him in all things. 

    One more word. The body builds itself up in love, and this growth of the body, the assembly, which is His body, Ephesians 1: 22, 23, is by supply being brought into it through the joints and through the effectual working of each part. Now why should any of us exclude ourselves from this blessed service? I appeal to every brother and sister here  Why not be an active contributor? It is not because there is no supply, I am sure of that. In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Colossians 2: 9. Ephesians speaks over and over again of His fulness, a magnificent word  fulness! Draw all that you may, there is still fulness, there is no possibility of exhausting the fulness, as John says, Of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace, John 1: 16. But the drawing out from the fulness never reduces the supply; our side is the effectual working of each one part. What is so greatly needed is for each one part to operate as in touch with the supply. In spite of the weakness and public breakdown, what times we would have together if every brother and sister would make themselves available. Do not elect yourself out of this. For he that hath, to him shall be given, Mark 4: 25. The more you tap the supply, the greater the sense you will get of its boundless reserves, and your joy will be great in being a joint to carry something for the body that will make for its self-building up in love. 

    I only call attention to this wonderful passage in relation to growth, Till we all come... There is enough in Christ to bring every saint on earth into maturity  Till we all come... unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. Thus we are no longer babes tossed about by every wind of doctrine, by the cunning teachings of the apostate world around us, systematised error that holds men and takes their hearts away from thoughts of God and of Christ. As full grown men we are not swept away by these dreadful teachings, which 1 Timothy 4: 1 calls doctrines of devils. Not merely are they the thoughts of mens minds, but they originate from satanic influences. 

    May the Lord help us, for we have but little time; at the longest we have but little. The apostle John says, It is the last hour, 1 John 2: 18. This period is closing rapidly, and I commend to every one of us here the matter of growth: the source of it, the true knowledge of God inwardly; the time of it, specially in youth; the place of it, where God has put us; the end of it, conformity to Christ. May the Lord help us to make room for these thoughts, for His Names sake. 
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    Zechariah 7

    The building of the house had been going on about two years when certain persons sent to supplicate Jehovah, and to speak unto the priests that were in the house of Jehovah of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done now so many years? verses 2 and 3. These persons were not helping to build the house; they were not in the current of Gods mind at all. They had felt the pressure of the captivity in a natural way, and they had been keeping up an outward appearance of recognising God, as people often do when His hand is upon them, but it was no genuine exercise before God. Men often satisfy their own consciences by some outward recognition of God when there is no true turning to Him at all. So the word of Jehovah was, Did ye really fast unto me, even unto me? In times of distress men may wish God to come in for them without any true repentance, and even His people may think that some formal acknowledgment, or doing our own will in humility, will do, without facing the moral exercises which our state calls for. But this is a vain hope; God looks for reality in those who have to do with Him. 

    So the word of Jehovah came to Zechariah, calling attention to the moral state which had brought His judgment upon His people, and we find that His chief concern was that there should be right relations between the brethren. Their relations with God could not be right if they were not acting rightly one toward another. So He said, Execute true judgment, and show lovingkindness and mercies one to another, and oppress not the widow and the fatherless, the stranger and the afflicted; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. But they refused to hearken, and turned a rebellious shoulder, and made their ears heavy, that they should not hear. And they made their heart as an adamant, that they should not hear the law, and the words that Jehovah of hosts sent by his Spirit by the hand of the former prophets: therefore was there great wrath from Jehovah of hosts, verses 9 - 12. 

    The first assembly failure was in regard of brotherly relations. There arose a murmuring of the Hellenists against the Hebrews because their widows were overlooked in the daily ministration, Acts 6: 1. It is probable that the root of all the departure, and consequent loss of blessing, could be traced to the weakening and giving up of those links of love which normally bind the brethren together. The assemblies soon became congregations, and the warmth and liberty of the family circle were lost. When the saints ceased to love one another as Christ loved them, they had really left their first love and had fallen, and needed to repent and do the first works. The Lord would have us to be very sensitive as to the maintenance of happy relations with our brethren. If therefore thou shouldest offer thy gift at the altar, and there shouldest remember that thy brother has something against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and first go, be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift, Matthew 5: 23, 24. These words of the Lord suggest that in approaching God our hearts would be sensitive to recall anything that our brother has against us, and we should feel that we must be reconciled to him before we can offer to God. If this were attended to there would be no such outstanding grievances as sometimes go on for long periods, and have a paralysing effect on liberty in the service of God. 

    In the assembly in Philadelphia we see what is prophetic of assembly revival in a remnant at the end. Philadelphia means the love of the brethren. Recovery lies in coming back to this. If we love the brethren we shall not imagine evil against them in our hearts, nor shall we speak evil of them nor do them any harm. We shall in every way seek their good, and this can only be by the pursuit of holiness and truth. We shall want them all to be loved complacently by Christ, and therefore we shall be intolerant of anything in them which Christ hates. 

    We are brethren as in wilderness conditions, but we are also brethren as in the land. It is to be noted that Paul writes to the Colossians and to the Ephesians on the ground that he had heard of their love towards all the saints. It would seem that this was a necessary condition in order to the opening up of the heavenly position of the saints. I believe that, as the love of the brethren waned, they lost capacity to appreciate these two epistles. The secret of Israels losing the land was the break down of their brotherly relations. So it is stated: The land was desolate after them ... they laid the pleasant land desolate, verse 14. It is solemn to think that the assembly lost the land, in any practical sense, for the same reason that Israel lost it. The land can only be enjoyed in the divine nature, that nature which we have as born of God, and it manifests itself in the love of the brethren. So we may all understand the line on which God is working for recovery today. It is opened out in detail in the next chapter, which speaks, indeed, of how God will recover Jerusalem in a coming day, but which we may apply, in the spirit and principle of it, to what God is doing today. That is, He is bringing His saints of the assembly back to His own thoughts, as He will, in a future day, bring Israel back to His thoughts as to them. 
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    Zechariah 7: 1 - 14

    CACSome progress had been made in the building of the house at this time, so that it answers to the present time. 

    QuesIs there a continuous thought in connection with the building of the house? 

    CACThe house was there so that it could be recognised, so the men could be sent. It was actually half-finished, it took two more years to finish. We are about there now. We cannot say much about the house being finished, but a start has been made, saints walk together in the recovery of the truth of the house, so there is a place of enquiry. 

    QuesCould features be distinguished so as to designate the house of God? 

    CACIf saints are found in grace walking together in holiness and truth it should be possible to be discerned. Then there would be enquiry. There is very little enquiry in christendom today, very little that an exercised soul could turn to and be certain of getting a divine answer. So we should seek to walk humbly before God, so as to have the marks of priesthood easy to be discerned, something other than human expediency and all the wretchedness of man. 

    These men came with an excuse. They had fasted and wept about the captivity throughout the seventy years, but it was not genuine. Did you do it to Me? Jehovah said. It was a sort of religious activity, and men are ready to acknowledge God in a certain way when in distress; it quietens the conscience of a man without there being any desire to conform himself to Gods mind. So Jehovah said, You did not do it to Me. There are many movements in the religious world that seem good and suitable, judged by mans standard, but how much is there really of God in them? This is the test we should put so that we are not deceived by false appearances. 

    It was a time of great affliction, and it is a time of great affliction now, we might say. We should judge if there is any genuine desire to come into line with Gods mind; otherwise there is not much in the fasting and weeping. 

    RemThe men came from Bethel. 

    CACWhich had been an idolatrous centre. God calls attention to the moral state of the people in answering, and to what had brought down His judgment. He would always give a reply to people and point out their failure to answer to Him; therefore it must be rectified for relief to come in. 

    He calls attention to the fact that their relations to the brethren were not right. Execute true judgment, and show loving-kindness and mercies one to another. 

    RemThe word of the Lord comes directly, we repeatedly read, so He keeps in contact. 

    CACIt is Gods great controversy in christendom, the disregard of brotherly relations. 

    QuesWould the same apply to the Supper in 1 Corinthians 11? When ye come therefore together into one place, it is not to eat the Lords supper. 

    CACIt was disregard of all that was brotherly. You are eating your own supper, the apostle says. There is no consideration of the brotherly bond. Even the Lords supper was made a selfish thing. So in christendom, Take this in remembrance of the Christ that died for thee. That is a purely selfish way of doing it, it is not done in the brotherly bond. They do not even know the person kneeling next to them. The brotherly relation of saints is ignored and trespassed against. 

    RemDivine conditions are transferred. 

    CACAll our relations with God depend on our relations with one another; that is, on right approach to God. If therefore thou shouldest offer thy gift at the altar, and there shouldest remember that thy brother has something against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and first go, be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift (Matthew 5: 23, 24). That is, the service of God depends on our brotherly relations being right. I may disregard the matter, but I have no access to God. The Lord has set up these brotherly relations and they are not to be trifled with. He has set us in family relations; we did not establish them; it is an obligation. None of us can choose whether we walk with our brethren. It is evil not to do so. If we do not, we are transgressing against the whole dispensation of grace. Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another (Colossians 3: 13). It is grace, and we are not to be on the line of demand, but to walk in the love of the brethren. Things are recognised as trying to the brethren, but if I am in the spirit of the dispensation, I can overlook a thousand things. 

    RemWhose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted (John 20: 23). Remission comes first. 

    CACRemission comes first because it is the natural function of the assembly to remit, abnormal to retain. The defaulter may show no repentance, so sins have to be retained. 

    RemWhat is inside is shown outside. Show loving kindness and mercies, it says. It is the light coming out. 

    CACIt is the character of God coming out in His people, not just the doctrines they hold. Love is the fulfilling of the law. You will not murder, steal, do harm, for love will regulate it all. This beautiful brotherly bond is what God is concerned about. That is why the people lost the land, it says  by these things. 

    When the Lord says to Ephesus, I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love, He is, I think, referring to activity of love toward the brethren; I do not know if I am right. Love one another, as I have loved you  I understand that is first love. We all feel rather small in the presence of such a standard, but who would have it otherwise? It is the secret of all church failure, declension and worldliness that have come in. 

    QuesIs that why brotherly love is found in Philadelphia? 

    CACI thought so; it is restored in a remnant, and if we yield ourselves to God He will help us as to these brotherly relations. We shall be jealous over the details that might impair them. 

    Rem1 Corinthians 13 would help us as coming between the other two chapters. 

    CACYes, I think so. It is the nature of a living organism. The body is a living organism, as every organism is. It is Gods nature, He is love. If He loves and says, You are not like Me, how dreadful that is. John speaks of His love, following on the Supper  the giving of His body and the pouring out of His blood are the great evidence of it. 

    RemIf we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

    CACBeautiful! There has been more failure in that than in anything in the church. It lies behind every failure in the church that ever took place. 

    RemSo it is the principle taken to recover things. 

    CACIf the house is to be built, this feature must be incorporated. It crowns all. 

    Love is more connected with children than with sons. It is more on Johns line than Pauls, as connected with a nature. In Peters epistle we have growing up in the nature, so then he speaks of living stones, because the nature is there. God has been pleased to beget children; there is nothing more wonderful than that. They have the same nature as God. This is put in contrast to that which is formal and religious; it is not fasting and weeping, but brotherly love, so the divine nature is observed. 

    So you can understand Gods feelings in the next chapter  the intensity of feeling expressed there. I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great fury. Gods heart burns when He sees the coldness and deadness of those who profess to be His people. If He sees any disregarding the brotherly bond His heart burns. 

    RemSeeing the gospel in the light of Gods feelings puts quite a different colour on it. 

    CACThe prodigal comes to the house. God does not send a ticket for the house! Some are content with a ticket for heaven; well, it must make Gods heart burn. It is a cold kind of thing to be merely content to go to heaven. God says, I want you in my house now, I want you to enjoy being My child now. That is not always how God is treated now, and His heart burns. If God returns to His original thoughts, and He is doing so after being despised for two thousand years, He says, I am going to take the matter up Myself. The great thought of God is Zion, He returns to His great universal thought for all His people. But He has come back, that His people may come back to them. What is in the mind of God, what does He want? is the question. Am I going to be so foolish as to miss all that is in the heart of God? 

    RemThere is a golden thread through all the Scriptures, God having a people and being with them. 

    CACHoliness and truth must mark His house. To Philadelphia He introduces Himself as the holy, the true. 

    RemBeing renewed in the spirit of your mind; and your having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness. 

    CACThat is the thought of the new man. It takes all the brethren to make up the new man, just as it takes all the sinners to make up the old man. The new man is a creation. It is created in holiness and truth. That is the creation to which every saint belongs. All the work of God in our souls goes on in recognition of this, that there is such a thing as the new man, and we put it on  a new moral character which links us with all saints. As they are supposed to have put on the new man the Colossians and Ephesians were marked by love to all saints. You cannot help loving them if they are brethren, so you want to walk with saints, but it is difficult because they bring in barriers not according to holiness and truth. If they discard the old man and put on the new man we should love to do so; there would be no difficulty. Unless I have put on the new man Scripture would not regard me as a Christian. Many things have not been taken up by saints; they do not know what you mean by the new man in which there is nothing of the old left, Not Greek and Jew ... barbarian, Scythian, bondman nor freeman. That is all gone, and you are brought into a new man where there is nothing but Christ. So then we can walk together. It is a terrible blot if anything of the old man comes in. 

    The city is marked by two things; experience and potentiality  the young and old. God does not speak of people in maturity here. God loves to think of saints with long experience of His ways. He delights in old saints, in their sixtieth or eightieth year. It is sixty years since I first trusted the Saviour and I wish I had more experience of God. He looks for maturity of experience. There is great potentiality in the young ones  those breaking bread in their early teens  so there is great interest for God in them. The two classes are mentioned, as if they are there we are all right. There is no trouble about what comes between, if you get both features in a meeting  age and youth. We should look at a boy or girl with a kind of reverence, as you do not know what God is going to do with them. So it would make us very careful how we handled young people. We do not want to come down to their low level of sport, we want to lead them up to the high thoughts of God. A young man might ultimately be the greatest evangelist there ever was. 

    God can do anything in remnant days. It is wonderful for you, not for Me, He says. We must get away from a mean, miserable view of things. Let us get nearer home, nothing is too wonderful for God to do in me if I yield myself to Him. 

  

  
    ZECHARIAH 7 (JND 38)
    

    
    
  
  
    ZECHARIAH 7 (JND 38)

    Zechariah 7

     6, 7. Hearing the word of prophecy, not fasting in sorrow, when we have got into its predicted evil, is the way of righteousness. 
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    ZECHARIAH 8 (CAC 8)

    Zechariah 8

    In this chapter we see Jehovah jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and returning to her, that by His own presence and power she might really take on the character which belonged to her in His mind. Zion, as we know, represents sovereign mercy, and Jerusalem sets forth what is universal in its bearing, so that we find here the thought of God returning, after a long period of great departure by His people, to what He had in His own mind. Not that God had ever departed from His own thoughts, but His people had, and He returns in a special way of mercy to bring them back. This is what He is doing at the present time for His saints of the assembly. The result of God being with His people is that truth and holiness characterise them. Thus saith Jehovah: I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and Jerusalem shall be called, The city of truth; and the mountain of Jehovah of hosts The holy mountain, verse 3. This links on with what we were saying about the assembly in Philadelphia, to which the Lord presents Himself as the holy, the true. If God comes in in mercy to restore what has departed, the fruit of His work will be seen in love and truth and holiness. Apart from these things there is no evidence of God being with His people. 

    God is not working merely to set up certain abstract principles that may be professed as being of Himself. He is working that persons may be livingly characterised as having part in what He has wrought. Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: There shall yet old men and old women sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each one with his staff in his hand for multitude of days. And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof, verses 4, 5. It is a beautiful suggestion that there is room in Gods city for every manifestation of spiritual life. The old men and old women represent those who have had long experience of the faithfulness and mercy of God. Their presence in the assembly is to be most highly prized. Their time of active labour is over, but they are there as restful witnesses to what God has wrought. The boys and girls speak of that young life which knows how to be happy in the assembly. It is one feature of Gods present working that so many young people are coming forward to identify themselves publicly with the Lords name, and with His saints who seek to walk in the truth, and finding real pleasure in doing so. It is encouraging to know that He takes account of even boys and girls as having their place in His city; He loves to see them in the assembly, as enjoying their place there. The young are to be greatly valued because of the spiritual possibilities that are bound up with them. What will mark the generation to come is there potentially in the boys and girls of today. Let us give them all the spiritual help that we can, both by word and example. The intermediate ages are not mentioned in this particular passage, but the eldest and the youngest being spoken of would suggest that the city has its full complement of inhabitants. No element is wanting. Such is Gods thought of His assembly, and it is presented to cheer us even in a remnant time. Such things may be wonderful (verse 6) in the eyes of the remnant, but they are not wonderful in Gods eyes in the sense of being hard for Him to bring to pass. He will bring His people to His own thoughts, even though it be but a remnant. 

    The next section of this chapter is particularly encouraging, because it shows that even laying the foundation of Gods house made an immense difference. This is a cheer to us today if we have even made a beginning with some purpose of heart that God shall have a house where He will be served according to His mind. It changes our whole position in the sight of God, and secures His blessing. In the religious world around us God is served as men think, but how can that be Gods house where He is not allowed to have His own way? So it follows that there is no proper tillage of the inheritance. For before those days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; and there was no peace for him that went out or that came in, because of the distress: for I let loose all men, every one against his neighbour, verse 10. This makes clear, that if we do not think of God having His place and His portion we shall fare badly ourselves. Agricultural operations, in a spiritual sense, will cease; the fields will lie fallow; the vines will be neglected: there will be neither harvest nor vintage. But if there is even a beginning to lay the foundation of the house of God things change immediately. But now I will not be unto the remnant of this people as in the former days, saith Jehovah of hosts; for the seed shall be prosperous, the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things, verses 11, 12. While many Christians are complaining of the lack of spiritual food, those who seek that there shall be something for God are proving that He gives so much that they are not able to gather it all in. 

    The remnant, enriched by Gods blessing, becomes a blessing to others; verse 13. God has thought in our days to do good to His people (verse 15), and He will do so wherever suitable conditions are found. If we do what God loves, and are faithful in our relations with our neighbour, we shall prove that He will do us good. Our neighbour, is the believer with whom we come in contact; let us speak truth with him, verse 16. That does not mean merely that we are not to tell him what is untrue; it means that we are to speak truth with him. That is, we are to speak of the truth which we know and love. The truth becomes a wonderful bond between those who speak it to one another, and especially in a day of departure; see 2 John. The truth abides with us, and shall be with us to eternity; then let us speak it to one another. We are told of certain actings of God that in the whole hill country of Judaea all these things were the subject of conversation, Luke 1:65. All ministry of the word furnishes us with a good deal to talk about, to say nothing of the infinite wealth of the Scriptures. Occupation with holy things will preserve us from imagining evil against our neighbour, and if we do not imagine evil we shall not speak evil; verse 17. 

    Then the fasts become cheerful gatherings (verse 19); they become fellowship meetings, and the joy and gladness of the people of God become attractive to others. There is an evangelical touch about the closing verses of this chapter. And many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek Jehovah of hosts in Jerusalem, and to supplicate Jehovah, verse 22. The inhabitants of many cities leave their own cities to come to Gods city. Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: In those days shall ten men take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you; for we have heard that God is with you, verse 23. It is the report of God being with His people, and securing their happiness, that will affect the nations in a coming day, and we may be sure that, in principle, this is true today. The best way to secure converts is for the people of God to be truly happy in their relations with Him and with one another. There is a great scarcity of happiness in the world, so that the happiness of Gods people is, in itself, a powerful gospel sermon. 
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    ZECHARIAH 8 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 8: 1 - 23

    CACThere is comfort in this scripture as applying to the days in which we find ourselves. The laying of the foundation of the house of Jehovah really changed everything in the position of the people. 

    QuesYou mean God had taken account of the start that had been made? 

    CACYes. Through the mercy of God some little start has been made in the house today. We cannot say much, but there is some little thought of what is suitable for God, a place where He can be served. It ensures blessing from God, such a thought in our hearts makes blessing certain among ourselves, and in the gospel too. 

    QuesDoes it mean that if a start is made the saints can count on God doing everything to enrich and further that movement? 

    CACYes, so that we do well for ourselves if we do well for God. The reason for the poverty of christendom today is that there is no consideration for God. 

    RemA man cuts himself off from a rich supply if he leaves God out. 

    CACNo agricultural work was going on, the land lying fallow, the vines not cared for, barrenness not fruitfulness, for that is what no hire for man, nor any hire for beast means. 

    RemBecause the conception of the house had not come into the minds of the people. 

    CACTheir indifference to the house robbed them of the fruitfulness of the land. We do ourselves wrong if we neglect the house. 

    RemThe inheritance contributes to the house. 

    CACIt is an impoverishing thing to neglect Gods house. If there is a beginning, He comes in at once. The secret of all the spiritual blessing of these years is that a few hearts began to consider for God. 

    RemVerse 10 says, I let loose all men. Now they are to be brought to dwell together. 

    CACWe can all bear witness that God has lavished a wealth of ministry as never in the history of the church before  a vast deal more than we can take in. We can all bear witness to it. We have not any of us had barns big enough to put it in. It came out of that one simple fact of a few faithful hearts beginning to consider for God. 

    RemProve me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it (Malachi 3: 10). 

    CACWell, we can all bear witness to that. I do not say we ought to be content because we have not storage room for it. 

    QuesDo you make any distinction between the foundation of the house laid and the temple built? 

    CACThey are two sides of the same thing. The two sides come out in John 2. There the men had turned it into a house of merchandise and we see the zeal of the Lord which drove them out with a scourge of small cords, and consequent upon that all the wealth of the gospel comes out, because of the character of faithfulness in the Son of God. So at the finish there was not room to receive it. Johns gospel tells us so. The which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written. 

    I think we have to wake up to the fact that God has taken in hand to bless His people. He is doing it abundantly, we only have to see that we maintain the conditions. Those seen in 1 Timothy are suitable. That thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in Gods house. There are spiritual sensibilities developed in the saints. So we know how to speak truth to our neighbours (the persons in our local assembly), a great mark of faithfulness in the remnant. 

    RemThey that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another. 

    RemIn Luke 1 the kinsmen were in the hill-country of Judaea, those to whom communications were made. 

    CACWe can say truly we are all competent to speak truth one with another. If not, we had better get converted again! Speaking truth means that we are conversing together of the great things of God. Truth comes in a good deal in the epistles of John  walking in truth, whom I love in truth. Speaking the truth is for eternity. It is an eternal matter. There is too much wasting time and gossip with us; we have the truth to speak about. 

    QuesIs it a progressive idea, That the temple might be built? 

    CACYes. 

    RemSpeak truth every one with his neighbour, because we are members one of another (Ephesians 4: 25). 

    CACIt is speaking truth, something that is going to stand for eternity. 

    RemSo we get back to the foundation, the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. 

    CACWonderful to have neighbours with whom we can speak truth! To be able to say, He values it as much as I do, perhaps more. That line of things would soon turn the fasts into feasts, would it not? 

    QuesWhat is the difference between speaking truth, 

    and the execution of truth and the judgment of peace? 

    CACTruth is to be taken up in a practical way, it is to be applied, so we do not go on with what is not according to truth. 

    RemThe whole walk and deportment is to be governed by the truth; it controls the whole of our lives. 

    CACThe truth dwells in us and we are the exponents  that is the idea of christianity. It is the truth in the saints that has the power, not the truth in the Bible. That is the letter, the truth in the saints is the Spirit. The truth of Scripture becomes living in the souls of the saints, and only as it does is there any real testimony for God. We can help one another in the practical application of truth. A neighbour is one near to you. 

    You can have good fellowship meetings; there were four here in the year at any rate  cheerful gatherings (verse 19). 

    This is very important because it is the foundation for blessing in the gospel. Things must be right inside first. 

    RemYe shall be a blessing. 

    CACYes, people heard of it. In those days shall ten men take hold, out of all languages of the nations, shall even take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you; for we have heard that God is with you. That is the gospel side of the matter. There are such conditions that people are attracted. You cannot expect people to be converted otherwise. Cheerfulness is contagious. 

    RemI announce to you glad tidings of great joy. It resulted in great joy. Would it help in inviting people in? 

    CACI think God intends to make His grace attractive to men. They see the happiness it has brought to His people; not only a preacher, but a lot of faces shining with brightness. 

    QuesShould not the preacher himself have some odour of brightness about his too? 

    CACIt has been said that no one could hear J.B.S. preach without feeling he had something worth having. 

    RemA man said he was converted by the exceeding cheerfulness of Mr. W., not by anything he said. 

    CACIt was a divine cheerfulness of people concerned that God should have something, and they are a happy people. 

    RemSome feel the seriousness of the gospel as well as the joy of the gospel, not all are alike. Tears ran down Wesleys face while preaching. 

    CACThat is not the gospel quite. The gospel is a most happy theme of what God is in grace. We joy in God  Stephen was happily affected before preaching. His face did not alter in spite of the recounting of a history so sad. It was still as the face of an angel. 

    QuesWould they enjoy eternal life in these feasts? 

    CACYes, they were enjoying the land here. 

    QuesWhy did they say, I will go also (verse 21)? 

    CACThey were of one mind, because of what is so attractive at Jerusalem. In the last verse it is, We will go with you; for we have heard that God is with you. It widens out to all languages of the nations  to a wide extent of grace. 

    RemThese are national movements unlike the eunuch travelling to Jerusalem alone. 

    CACThese people in figure were changing their city; they find Gods city is the only place worth going to. 

    RemThe normal effect of the gospel is to bring people to Gods centre. 

    CACYes, to bring persons to the house of God. There are rival centres as seen in the next chapter. They rose up while Jerusalem was in ruins. God looks at them all and sees not one that He can support. As today, God does not recognise them. 

    RemIt leads on to the full blessing of Israel. 

    CACYes, but all in a remnant time. He supports what is of Himself  Zion. It is the same today, as Psalm 87 tells us, Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion, and, And of Zion it shall be said, This one and that one was born in her. People take character from the places where they are born. But God only recognises one city. 

    RemThe ten men would be in keeping with the remnant character. The blessing overflows to such an extent that a tithe of nations are brought in. 

    CACThat is very beautiful, it is the same today. There is only one centre. How could it be Gods house if He has not His own way? He will not recognise mans way. 

    RemIf God is giving His support, that is the evidence. 

    CACYes. God does not recognise quite contrary systems. I will encamp about my house. Gods house is very precious to Him. It is only a feeble beginning here but God recognises it and encamps round it. That is what God is calling upon people to do today, to come to His house, to serve Him, and to be for His pleasure. 

    QuesHim that is a Jew. Would that be one moving with the truth? 

    CACThose who are separated to God are the true Jews. The Jew comes in in remnant times when the rest of the people have departed. You can understand how beautifully the thought of Zions King coming to her is brought in. In tribulation the remnant would have all the time the thought of Christ coming to them. It is Zions King, to Zion He comes, not to Damascus, and not to Philistia. I think He comes as choosing that place. So today as building Gods house we look for Christ to come to us. I think His coming is to do with remnant times and in such a way that only love will recognise Him. It is as Zions King, but as a poor Man, meek and lowly, with no pretensions about Him that he comes. Only love could recognise Him, and it is thus that He comes to the assembly. It is a beautiful awakening. The Lord comes as veiling His glory, He will not make any impression on the natural man. We ought to have that much more in view than we do; we should be looking for Him to come to us. We ought to be looking for Him all the time. Behold, thy King cometh to thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass. In both aspects He presents Himself in such a way as only love could recognise Him. Its application to us is the Lord manifesting Himself. When He appears publicly there is no possibility of any not recognising Him, but He may come to a few of His saints in assembly character and not be recognised. It is the lover who recognises Him. John said, It is the Lord, and He that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to Him. Here it is the sovereignty of mercy and what is universal  His universal thoughts of blessing. It is Zion He comes to here. A man is blessed and made happy, and blessed to others; it is all a matter of sovereign mercy, and the ground of it all is the Lord Himself coming to His own. 
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    THE ONE MAN AND THE COMPANY (JT 11)

    Isaiah 3:1-3; Isaiah 4:1; Zechariah 8:23

    God allows things to happen in the circumstances of His people and of man generally to turn men to Himself. All the happenings in the world are intended to turn men to God. Isaiah 3 refers to this. God had in discipline removed the whole stay of bread and the whole stay of water, and the mighty man and the man of war, the judge and the prophet, so that all might see that they were not to rely on men. That which we should naturally lean on is taken away; food and great men are removed; this clears the ground for chapter 4. In the sense of their need, those in want and reproach lay hold of one man: one man instead of many men. There is a sense of reproach; they say, Let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach. Is there anyone here who, not knowing the Lord Jesus, is in need of Him? 

    The woman spoken of in John 4 was in this state. She was under reproach; she had to come out to the well at a time when others did not come, but she met the one Man. She found One who could supply her with everything she needed spiritually; and not only that, but He could tell her what was in her heart. He says to her, Thou hast had five husbands; but in spite of this fact she had to draw water for herself. There was evidently no man to provide for her, nor could any take away her reproach. Being alone, and in reproach, she finds the Lord, and she speaks of Him as One who told her all things that ever she did; she has found the one Man. 

    This one Man is the only hope, not only for each of us, but for the whole world. The world is looking out today for a leader; conditions that have arisen have brought into evidence that governments are unable to control the world, and when the man who is spoken of as the antichrist appears, he will be received. The only hope now for man is to accept Christ, who is presented in the gospel as the One who has effectuated the righteousness of God, and who gives the Holy Spirit. Moreover, God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world by this Man; but He is now presented to individuals. He is presented not only to be our Lord, that is to subdue us and to protect us, but to be our Head. The Head gives us wisdom. In this world, where Satans power is, man needs protection, and he gets protection in the Lord. You lift up your head in the knowledge that Christ is in heaven and exercises all power on earth. But then you not only need forgiveness and the Spirit, which you get from the Lord, but you need a Head. Christ is my Head, He enlightens me and shows me the way out of the world. I am known here by His name. They say, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel; only let us be called by thy name. 

    How ones position is altered before men! Instead of being known according to what one has been, one is known by Christs name. The woman of Sychar would henceforth spiritually be known as, related to Christ, as having Christ as Head. He not only tells me all things that ever I did, but He tells me all things that ever I should do henceforth. Henceforth, as a believer in Christ, I am to be called by His name and to be guided by Him. As unconverted men or women in this world we were spiritually under reproach; that is, as seen by heaven, and we need to have our reproach taken away. We must accept the fact that each individual has sinned I have sinned. On the day of Pentecost, when Peter preached, they said, Men and brethren, what shall we do? He replied, Repent, and be baptised each one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38) In that way ones reproach is taken away spiritually. Henceforth the believer lifts up his head with the helmet of salvation on it, as knowing the Lord, and His name is called upon him. He is told in Romans to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

    When we come to Zechariah, it is not seven women that are spoken of, but ten men. The thought of women is weakness, and the need of support. A man is, in a way, self-supporting. The allusion is to a believer who has come to recognise that he has the Spirit. Zechariah would refer to the believer as needing society or company, fellowship. Hence he takes hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew. A Jew is described in Romans 2:28,29. As Christians we seek such men. I would ask the young people here as to what society they seek. The Jew here is one whose praise is of God, and who is circumcised in heart. Naturally speaking, young people like the society of those that are highly esteemed among men, whereas truly exercised young or old person seeks the society of those who are in favour with God. The ten men come out of all languages of the nations, we read. We see here prophetically that when God works among the nations in the future, in regard of Jerusalem, they come out of all the nations. National distinction shall disappear in that day; that is to say, there will be a recognition of Christ and the people of God. 

    Now this has its answer today in the house of God. The house of God is not a national, but a universal idea. It is what is called catholic; it is composed of those who have the Holy Spirit, whose praise is of God and not of men. I would again ask in regard of the young people: have those present any exercise as to finding the house of God? One thing that marks the house of God is that God dwells there. Here they say, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you. God is dwelling in the house by the Spirit. Now it will be noticed that these ten men lay hold of the skirt. Sometimes young believers like to be noticed and cared for. They should of course be taken care of by the elder ones; but do they take hold of the skirts of the elder Christians? That means that I act. I am not seeking for others to act for me I am acting for myself. There is no likelihood that this Jew referred to would resent his skirt being laid hold of. When the Lord was here, the woman with the issue of blood touched His garment. He did not resent being touched; He knew, however, that He was touched. He knew that virtue had gone out of Him, but He did not resent it. On the contrary, He said, Daughter be of good comfort. The virtue that went out of Him healed her, and she was called a daughter. How blessed it is to know that the Lord accords to us a relationship of this kind! He said to her, Thy faith hath made thee whole (Luke 8:48). It was faith that led her to touch the hem of His garment. The Jew referred to here would have a character like Christ. So he does not resent his skirt being laid hold of; yea, rather, a true Jew or a true Christian loves to have others draw near to him in this way. It is wisdom for the young to keep near the Lords people. They find love and care there. 

    Isaiah 4 shows how a sinners reproach is taken away and he has a Head in Christ, to whom indeed in Romans 7 he is said to be married. In 2 Corinthians 11:2 it is said that we are espoused to one Man, to be presented a chaste virgin to Christ. Therefore the believer is henceforth in relation with one and that Man is Christ in heaven. He is also in relation with the people of God down here. We read in Acts that the Lord added daily such as should be saved. Here, however, the believers seek out those who know the name of the Lord and know where the Lord is. Ruth said to Naomi, Thy people shall be my people, (Ruth 1:16) and they say here, God is with you. That is the normal result of the gospel being received into the soul; we want to be where God is, and God is with those that are true Jews, who are circumcised in heart, and whose praise is of God. Paul said, We are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God ... ... and have no confidence in the flesh. (Philippians 3:3) We learn from that verse who the true Jews, the circumcision, are. 

    May God bless the word to us. 
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    ZECHARIAH 9 (CAC 8)

    Zechariah 9

    In the opening verses of this chapter we see the judgment of God coming upon certain cities which had been, more or less, in rivalry with Jerusalem. They all have to come down to give place to Gods city. We have seen at the end of chapter 8 many people leaving their own cities to come to Jerusalem. The cities which they left represent the principles which are dominant in the world, and are such as would mark Damascus, Tyre, Zidon, Ashkelon, and other cities mentioned in chapter 9 which all come under the judgment of God. The only city which is going to stand is Gods city, Zion representing His sovereign mercy, and Jerusalem His universal thoughts of blessing in Christ. Men have now the opportunity of changing their city, of leaving what is under judgment, and coming to where there is full blessing. 

    In Psalm 87 we find God making mention of Egypt, Babylon, Philistia, Tyre and Ethiopia, and noting these as the birthplace of certain ones. These places represent the characterising principles of the world. They are rival centres of influence, competing, as it were, with Zion; but God is not there, nor His house. Man is made something of in those rival centres, and if they are our birthplace we shall make something of man, but all that is come to nothing. Thank God, there are those who are born of Zion, who are begotten of sovereign mercy, and who feel that nothing is of any value but what is of mercy. It is interesting to see that, though God speaks of cutting off the pride of the Philistines, He has in mind to secure a remnant for Himself even from amongst them. But he that remaineth, he also shall belong to our God, and shall be as a leader in Judah, verse 7. This is a striking illustration of the sovereignty of Gods mercy, of which we have been speaking. We all really come in on this ground alone. 

    And I will encamp about my house ... for now have I seen it with mine eyes, verse 8. I understand this to mean that God recognised what the remnant was building as His house; it was taking concrete form, though far from being finished yet. There was something there round which He would encamp. He will not defend what has a great place in the sight of men, but He will defend whatever has the true character of His house, though it may be small in outward appearance. Christians are divided because rival centres have been set up. Different bodies have been formed according to the light which men had, but, now that the truth of the assembly as the house of God has come out, believers must either accept it as the truth, and seek to walk according to it, or they will be found supporting what is really contrary to it. God will not encamp about what is contrary to the truth which He has so graciously revived, but He will encamp about what has the true character of His house. He will make manifest that His house is very precious to Him. 

    Just at this point we have the well-known prophecy of Zions King coming to her. The remnant building the house in Zechariahs day were to have in mind Christ coming as the just One, having salvation in Himself but coming in lowliness. He would own Zion as His city, and no doubt the true daughter of Zion would own Him as her King. But verse 9 must be clearly distinguished from what is spoken of in verse 10. In verse 10 we read of His speaking peace to the nations, and His dominion being from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. This is clearly yet future. But verse 9 speaks of His coming in such a way and character that only those who were divinely taught could discern Him. He was presented in lowliness to see many hearts there were that could discern Him and rejoice to receive Him. Everything that was needed to complete the joy of the daughters of Zion was there in her lowly King. But the ruling powers in Jerusalem did not discern Him; He was only discerned by faith and love. His presentation in lowliness to Zion answers in great measure to the way in which He manifests Himself now to the saints of the assembly. 

    He said, I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you, John 14: 18. The prophetic word would have prepared every loyal heart to look for Him as Zions King. Those who, like Simeon, were awaiting the consolation of Israel, and those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem, would be out for Him. Now we have His own definite word, I am coming to you; shall we not look to Him to fulfil it? If we ha d more in our hearts the thought of His coming to us it would produce affectionate concern that there might be conditions that would attract Him, and be suitable for Him. He is just means that whatever He does has a basis of righteousness; He is Jesus Christ the righteous. And having salvation conveys to us that whatever may be needed to give effect to Gods precious thoughts concerning those who receive Him is there in fulness. But all is lowly in character as set forth in His riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass. Though particularly presented to the daughter of Zion and the daughter of Jerusalem, there is an intimation in this that He would have a place to which He could come, where His rights would be owned, and where He would be received with joy and praise. There was a brief gleam of this when He rode into Jerusalem, secured by the power of God in fulfilment of this prophetic word, but at the present time the only place where He is received with joy is amongst His saints of the assembly. The daughter of Zion and the daughter of Jerusalem have, surely, some spiritual counterpart in those who can now know Christ as coming to them, and, as having uncorrupted affections, can receive Him with rejoicing. The ass and the colt would suggest that He has need of those who can bear Him into that place where He loves to come. I doubt whether He comes to the assembly apart from such a service being rendered. What a privilege it is to carry Him in affection into the place that is due to Him in the assembly! This is an exercise for us all in coming together in assembly, the Lords supper awakening lively affections in all hearts so that we are all prepared in heart to bear Him into the place which He loves to occupy. The Lord looks for this service, and has need of it. Shall it not be willingly rendered? 

    When He came in lowly grace to the literal Jerusalem they crucified Him, and this resulted in all power being cut off from that guilty city so that it became helpless against its enemies. Jerusalem became, indeed, a pit wherein is no water, and this is what all fleshly religion is. But there were some, even in Jerusalem, who were there as prisoners of hope, and the prophetic word declared, As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant, I will send forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water, verse 11. Jerusalems prisoners I take to be those who realised that she had forfeited everything by her rejection of her Messiah, and that their only hope lay in what is called here the blood of thy covenant. By that means alone could they be delivered, but if God acted by that means there was no limit to what He would do for them. He would not only take them out of the pit, but bring them to the stronghold, and He would defend them. And they shall be filled like a bowl, like the corners of the altar. The bowl referred to here is one of those mentioned in chapter 14, bowls before the altar. They were vessels connected with offering service. The corners of the altar, as we know from other scriptures, were where the horns were placed, representing the power of the altar. What a mighty divine deliverance! Prisoners taken out of the pit, but made full vessels for offering service! This is how Gods sovereign mercy acts; all that is blessing comes in on this ground, as much for us as for them, and thus God secures the carrying on of the service of His house. 

    And Jehovah their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people; for they shall be as the stones of a crown, 

    lifted up (or, sparkling) upon his land, verse 16. They are a flock secured for God, to feed on the wealth of His land, and to be there as a precious adornment, for the thought of the flock has linked with it another, and a different, figure when they are compared to sparkling crown jewels. God has brought many figures into service to indicate the pleasure which He finds in having blessed His people through Christ. His thoughts are, indeed, beyond all figures, but He is pleased to use figures to convey to our minds the great wealth of His thoughts and purposes in Christ. When we think that they are all the outcome of what God is in Himself we can understand that they must be surpassingly wonderful. For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! verse 17. Whatever God has done for us through Christ, and in Christ, is to bring into display what He is in Himself: that he might display in the coming ages the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus, Ephesians 2: 7. There is that in the blessed God which is properly the subject of holy admiration on the part of those blessed by Him, for it is a beauty which shines forth in the way of infinite grace, and it becomes the adornment of His people, for one could say, And let the beauty of Jehovah our God be upon us, Psalm 90: 17. 

    Finally, it is said, Corn shall make the young men flourish, and new wine the maidens, It is the continuous feeding upon Christ that maintains spiritual strength. It is not enough to be brought to the knowledge of even the greatest spiritual blessings; we have to be maintained in vigour by spiritual food. Many think they can live upon what has come to them as light, and they steadily decline. We need the measure of corn in season, that fresh appropriation of Christ by which alone we can flourish. Then the maidens represent the subjective side, which flourishes as we continue to drink of one Spirit. It was never the divine intent that we should only drink once; we are to do it characteristically and continuously. It has often been said that it alludes to the cup in the Lords supper, as the one body alludes to the bread. We are reminded every Lords day by the emblems before us that we are one body, and that we are drinkers of one Spirit, but we are to be this characteristically all the time. If we are so we shall truly flourish. 
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    ZECHARIAH 9 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 9: 9 - 17

    CACIt is evident from this chapter, as from many others, that all blessing depends on the entrance of Christ in lowly grace, and the rejection of Him the case and ground of all judgment. 

    Having salvation shows that everything hangs upon Him. It is all within the compass of His own Person, and He will ultimately speak peace to the nations and His dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. But it has not pleased God that His power should be manifested in any public way yet, so His coming is in lowly grace, and is a great test for everybody. It was a test for Jerusalem, and they crucified Him, for the godly remnant and they received Him. 

    RemIn principle that extends to the ends of the earth. 

    CACEveryone is tested by Christ, and by Christ as come in lowliness. So as we find here it is the prisoners of hope who get delivered. He came to open the prisons to those who were bound; wherever there were those who were conscious of bondage and looking for deliverance He set them free, and He is doing it still  on the ground of the blood of the covenant. The whole system of judaism had become a pit wherein is no water. The Lords invitation was to come to Him. 

    QuesShould not the assembly have an ever-increasing appreciation of the royal glory of Christ? Though not in display, He is for us the King of glory. 

    CACAnd He has salvation, it is in Him, so whatever bondage we may be in there is power in Him. 

    QuesAnd would you not say this lack of water marks christendom today? God may be named but there is no reference to the mediatorship of Christ. 

    CACYes. God is mentioned, but not Christ. Religious people do not speak of Christ but of Almighty God. There is little sense of the wonderful mediatorship of Christ. It is indeed a pit with no water  just as true today as it was of judaism, and this mighty King comes to set prisoners free. 

    RemAnd he shall speak peace unto the nations, is a wonderful thought. 

    CACWhen He does it, it will be effectually done-the nations will have peace. All blessing now is found in a remnant. 

    QuesThe expression, daughter of Jerusalem, does it speak of the remnant? 

    CACThey were able to appreciate the lowly King  that is, Zion, speaking of Gods sovereign mercy. The prisoners of hope can appreciate mercy. There are certain persons for whom nothing will do but mercy, and all Christ brings is for them. 

    RemTo such the Lord really becomes supreme, He becomes King, not in terms but actually. 

    CACHe really fills them in relation to God, And they shall be filled like a bowl, like the corners of the altar. There is a sacrificial vessel used to hold what is presented to God, so persons are vessels filled in relation to God. God likes full vessels and He has made provision for securing them in this way. 

    QuesIs there a connection between the covenant and the bowl? 

    CACYes. The prisoners being set free is all based on the covenant. Through the death of Christ there is entire liberation from every bondage, so that they can become bowls for the service of the altar, instead of being empty. 

    RemIt is cheering that God gets it today before He gets it publicly. 

    CACYes, He gets it in bowls today who are full of what is delightful to Him. 

    RemIt is the result of Christ being enthroned in the heart. 

    CACYes, He subdues everything in us that hinders us in serving God, if we let Him be King. 

    RemThe colt upon which He rode would exemplify that; Upon which no man had ever sat. 

    CACThe colt here brings in the thought of carrying Him in testimony. That is one side of the position, while the bowls are more the sacrificial side to be filled for Gods pleasure. It is what marks the assembly. Every brother and sister ought to be a full bowl. Everybody ought to be ashamed to come if he is not full. None shall appear before me empty. In the light of that we should be afraid. Seeing He has dedicated us for altar service and that it is all that He has done, it is enough to fill any heart. 

    In John He brings it all on the footing of resurrection, because there He raised Lazarus from the dead. It is in the light of resurrection, as here it is on the ground of His death. It is the Lords doing, He has brought it about  cf. verses 16, 17. The flock comes to light. For how great is his goodness; everything rests on the goodness of God. We cannot bring a thing to God that is not the product of His own goodness. They shall be as the stones of a crown. The saints are jewels to enhance His glory. We talk about the Crown Jewels sometimes  well, here they are! The most wonderful miracle has been brought about in any heart that appreciates Christ. Think of the precious character of Christs humanity. If we come before God full of Christ, He says, You are My jewels. No one could think of a creature adding anything to God, God adds to the creature. He adds all the preciousness of Christ to us. To you therefore who believe is the preciousness, and as being full of that we are very acceptable to God for the altar. 

    QuesIs that what being complete in Him means? 

    CACIt is all filled out of Him, and it is that or nothing  either the fulness of Christ, or nothing. If I have Christ, I have all that is in Christ. Many years ago a woman said to me, I have had Christ for twenty years and I am just beginning to find out what there is in Him! The saints today are in the place of this, and Gods thought has not broken down. It is all because of His goodness and beauty. It is remarkable that it should speak of Gods beauty. There is something, speaking reverently, in the blessed God that is beautiful to the creature. Worship is the admiration of God, and this must be adoration. It is God presenting Himself in beauty to His creature and, of course, in Christ. 

    RemWorship Jehovah in holy splendour. 

    RemThe meek and lowly character of His coming is not mentioned in Johns gospel. 

    CACIn John it is divine power in that Person in resurrection, so they hail Him as One in whom resurrection power dwelt, and that colours all our worship. There is that in Him that is greater than death. 

    RemThese moral characteristics would seem greater than His official glories, because they speak of His Person. 

    CACAll His official glory is hung on what He is personally, and to see the goodness and beauty of God expressed in Him in the gospels  that is real wealth in the soul. 

    RemTo see God manifest in flesh. 

    CACQuite so. So as saints we are qualified to speak to God as those who admire His beauty. I think His graciousness is His beauty, the quality of divine Persons that prisoners who come up from the pit know how to appreciate. That is the moral beauty of the saints  salvation  no mark of the world on them. 

    RemThine eyes shall see the King in His beauty (Isaiah 33: 17). 

    CACVery beautiful. It is a case of inheriting as entering into what God is restoring in these last days. He is restoring it now through the assembly. That is what is brought out in chapter 10  His power to restore things when they have been lost. The greatest of all is assembly restoration. I will save the house of Joseph and I will bring them back again ... and I will answer them. And further on, Their heart shall be joyful in Jehovah ... And I will strengthen them in Jehovah: and they shall walk in his name, saith Jehovah (chapter 10: 6 - 12). It is Gods great pleasure in restoring His people to Himself. 

    RemThat makes the worshipping company. 

    CACGod has no pleasure in that which has departed from Him (chapter 10: 2, 3). There we see a general character of things in which God has no pleasure  vanity and false shepherds  so He takes the matter in hand Himself, and He speaks of restoring His people to a full appreciation of Himself. Well, we are living in a time when God is doing this-for the remnant of the assembly. 

    QuesIn verse 17 how does the corn come in? 

    CACIt shows it is a well-nourished people who can take up these wonderful thoughts. God is suggesting something tonight that would do so, in what is Christ. Then the Spirit would sustain all that is subjective. 

    QuesThe sons of Zion, would they come in here? God has His sons, strong and moving in dignity. 

    CACGod intends to bring this all about in the restoration of Israel, but He has not a smaller thought for the restoration of the assembly, including everyone that has the Spirit. He is restoring all this for our hearts profound delight, that there may be service to God. 

    RemAll the precious things are available at the close of the churchs history; the gold, the eye-salve, etc. 

    CACWe are really living in the best time there ever was. There never has been such a time and there never will be again. The millennium will not be half so wonderful as the present time. If God brings His people recovery, it is wonderful. 

    RemHe makes them as his majestic horse (chapter 10: 3). 

    CACIf so we shall be overcomers every time and never succumb to the influences of man. The covenant is the basis of everything. If we get away in our hearts from the death of Christ, we shall get away from all we have been speaking of. The corn (resurrection) becomes the food of the sons of Zion. The idea of the flock is not the value the flock gets, it is the owner who gets the gain of the flock. When God restores He does it properly, He restores to the very best. 

    In Matthew 13 it is the public history in the first four similitudes finishing with the whole mass being leavened. The woman does her deadly work too well. After that you get the similitudes of the treasure and pearl  what the assembly is to Christ. It is remarkable that He brings that in at the end. It is as if He says, I have watched the seed, the mustard and leaven going from bad to worse in the church publicly, now I am going to effect something else. I am going to restore things to the treasure and the pearl. I am bringing My saints back to that. So this is not so great as what He is effecting in the assembly today. So we should understand this from these scriptures, He is bringing His saints back to His best and choicest thoughts, that they might be overcomers in the strength of what God is for us. 

    QuesIs this greater than assembly privilege? 

    CACIt is the highest point in assembly privilege, is it not? To joy in God, there is nothing greater than that in eternity. It is a wonderful time we are living in and we do not want to miss it. There is something given now not known in the church since the day of the apostle. 

  

  
    ZECHARIAH 9 (JND 38)
    

    
    
  
  
    ZECHARIAH 9 (JND 38)

    Zechariah 9

     1. There shall be no defrauding of Israel then, when mans (Adams) eyes are toward the Lord, as of all the tribes of Israel. Israel shall have Gods full rest, so I understand it. The word mnukhatho (his rest) is plain, from Psalm 95:11 and Deuteronomy 12:9. 
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    THE SPIRIT OF RECOVERY (SMC 5)

    Hebrews 13: 20 - 25; Hebrews 14: 22 - 24; Zechariah 9: 9 - 17

    In what I have to say in reading these passages I desire to promote with us the spirit of recovery. It is a day of recovery. We, ourselves, have come into the truth, into the position in which we are on this basis. God has intervened in the closing years of this dispensation on the principle of recovery, both as to the truth and as to persons, and where we are tonight and what we have, we owe to the great work of God in recovery. And the work of recovery is going on, it is a day of recovery, and God would inculcate into our minds through the teaching this great thought of recovery. For one feels that if we are true to our ancestry on the line of faith we shall be marked by this spirit, this grace, of desiring to recover our brother. You will recall that with the one who is said to be the father of us all, the heavenly man unofficially, Abraham, one of the outstanding features that shines in him early is this feature of interest and care for the recovery of his brother, Lot, who had declined from the testimony. Lot had chosen the well watered plains of Jordan, figurative to us as they are of all the advantageous opportunities that may spread themselves abroad for us in the scene through which we pass, but may cause us to lose our lives in the assembly. Abraham was great enough to reach out in the spirit and grace of this feature that we are referring to and to go after his brother Lot; and, as if heaven would show us what it thinks of this matter, heavens resources are mysteriously moved into the scene, projected on to our view in the service of Melchizedek to show how heaven would support this kind of spirit and grace amongst the people of God. The ministry of Melchizedek stands particularly related to the return from the great conflict linked with the recovery of Lot. We have often referred to it, dear brethren, as fortifying Abraham against what was to come in in the overtures of the King of Sodom, but I think we need to look at it also in its retroactive bearing in regard to the activities of Abraham in seeking to recover his brother Lot. While the ministry suggested in the bread and the wine would have a prospective view it has also a retrospective view, in that heaven was as it were saying that here is a man that must be supported, and encouraged, and strengthened on the line that he is on, holding the ground for God. He is said to be the friend of God, a wonderful reference to a man like ourselves, dear brethren, and I desire in the word that is laid upon ones heart tonight, to promote this spirit among the brethren, especially in view of the imminence of the rapture, the Lords return for which we watch and wait every moment. For the rapture will mean that every redeemed saint will be secured, none will be lost; there will not be one left behind, as it was said by Moses in Egypt, not a hoof would be left behind. So it will be in the great exodus of the assembly to be with Christ for ever; what an exodus it will be, dear brethren, when we shall go out in the sense of victory in our souls in response to the rallying shout of Him who shall come forth to receive us. He is going to take the matter into His own hands. He is not going to leave it to another, the Lord Himself will descend with a shout. The Spirit will not conduct us to heaven. The Lord Jesus will conduct us to heaven, such is His care for us and His interest in us. There is a lot to be done in many souls, maybe a lot to be done in the souls of some of us here in this audience, but it will be done, and everything will be secured in and from this scene that God has a claim to on the basis of redemption. 

    If the glory of redemption laid hold of our souls in the way in which it should do, we should be more and more concerned in our prayers and in our outlook as to the securing of every bit of material that on the ground of redemption belongs to God. You will recall that when the great reverberating blast of the trumpet was heard in the fiftieth year, the year of jubilee, every man was to be returned unto his possession, every hold was to be relaxed upon their brother, and we need, dear brethren, to be marked by the spirit of the year of jubilee in relation to things being set up again on their proper basis on the ground of redemption. 

    I have read these passages because of a reference in them to the covenant and to the blood of the covenant because I think the blood of the covenant would especially help us as to this matter of the spirit of recovery. The covenant reminds us of certain fixed conditions, conditions that are linked with divine faithfulness and our souls need to be imbued more and more with an appreciative sense of divine faithfulness. Every one of us must know in some way or another, experimentally, that when we have failed at different times in our lives, as indeed others have failed, for who amongst us here has not failed, yet divine faithfulness has remained. The covenant reminds us of what abides and what remains in a fixed and permanent way despite the perfidy of man after the flesh. As you recall, in the book that speaks of the latter glory of the house, Haggai the prophet, the word is given, the word which I covenanted with you, when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you. That was a word given in days of recovery, dear brethren, in days when the building, the reconstruction period was difficult and required the energy of the prophetic word to stimulate and strengthen the hearts and the hands of those that were strengthening the things that remain. It is in that book, that we get the word, the word which I covenanted with you as if God is reminding them that whatever had departed from them, whatever they may have lost, the word that He covenanted with them was the same, it remained among them. So that one desires to speak of these passages from that viewpoint, especially too to draw attention to the blood of Christ in this relation because I believe the blood in this relation reminds our hearts, that the basis on which God goes forward to effectuate His great thoughts of blessing in recovery, is in the blood-shedding of Jesus. The blood has been shed. It has been poured out freely, without reserve, that the Lord Jesus, if I may speak reverently, might furnish God with a free hand, taking full account of the moral question, to go forward on the lines of recovery and set us up in relation to Himself. You will recall in this first passage that we read it says But the God of peace, who brought again from among the dead, our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in the power of the blood of the eternal covenant, perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will. Why these references, to the shepherd of the sheep and the blood of the eternal covenant? We must remember the way that this letter is written and to whom it is written, especially with the intent that they might be saved from apostatising from the faith, and that they might be preserved from falling short of the great end in mind. For we are not, as the writer says, of them that draw back, we are not of the drawers back, dear brethren. Young people, I would speak to you tonight. It is a great matter not to be among the drawers back to perdition, but to be amongst those that are marked, as it says, of faith to saving of the soul. 

    Then the eleventh chapter goes on to enlarge on the operative principle of faith in individuals who are saved on the basis of it.. Think of a man like Noah. We speak of the conditions of our day, the power of things in this modern age, but think of Noahs time, and what existed in the antediluvian period, what he had to contend with; but yet he was a righteous man. He did what was right in the sight of God. He pursued it, and he found grace in the eyes of Jehovah, and that man built an ark for the saving of his house, not only for the saving of himself. I would speak to the heads of houses that may be here, to those of us who are husbands and who are fathers. Apostasy may affect our houses, the enemy may make a bold bid to entrench upon these areas that on the ground of baptism rightly belong to God. We are to be concerned as to the exercise of faith, that our houses may be saved, that our houses or ourselves should not be marked by the drawing back principle. In the light of this epistle, with all the advantages that Christs priesthood on high affords, we see how every resource in it is directed towards full salvation on our side, as it is said He is able to save to the uttermost, all that come unto God by him. These thoughts, dear brethren, would affect our hearts in the way of desire for the, salvation of everyone that belongs to God, the Lord ever living with that in mind on high, exercising His priesthood in the power of indissoluble life, life established in resurrection, life that can never end, or be interfered with. That life is figured in the blossoming rod in Numbers, the rod, that blossomed, and yielded almonds, pointing to that wonderful efficacious intercessory service of Christ by which we are carried through, saved in a day of religious apostasy, such as marks the scene around us. Hebrews has that in mind, and therefore, the writer, Paul no doubt, as he finishes the letter draws attention to the leaders, as persons whose moral influence has meant something to the brethren He says, Obey your leaders and be submissive for they watch over your souls as those that give account that they may do this with joy and not groaning, for this would be unprofitable for you. Then he says, Pray for us. Think of the great apostle saying that, pray for us, for we persuade ourselves that we have a good conscience, in all things desirous to walk rightly. But I much more beseech you to do this, that I may the more quickly be restored to you. Paul is speaking about his restoration to them, not just his recovery from the circumstances that he is in as affecting him, but in the presence of which he can write this letter, bathed with glory. The glory of the vast universal system in which Gods glory is displayed in Christ, is filling his soul in this letter and he is writing of it. He describes it, with a view to drawing souls out of that which would hold them here on the earth, not so much the evil world, but things here, such as the Jewish brethren were tested by, as in Judaism. He says as he proceeds The God of peace, who brought again from among the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in the power of the blood of the eternal covenant. I believe he brings this forward, dear brethren, to bring into their minds an incentive to yield themselves in submission and subjection to the divine will with a view to the perfecting of the divine work. This applies of course to every one of us who read the scripture now, just as to them to whom he writes. 

    In relation to the great Shepherd of the sheep, we think of the great work of recovery as it went on and still proceeds under His hand. Peter says to the brethren, Ye were once going astray as sheep, but are now returned unto the shepherd and overseer of your souls. The shepherd of the sheep, dear brethren, brings into our minds, as in Luke 15, the care expended that one sheep might be recovered. How we should drink into the spirit of the gospel in Luke 15 and be concerned that the feelings of the gospel lay hold on us as to the recovery of one sheep. What a spirit and grace in recovery mark divine Persons in Luke 15, the Lord setting out in His own service the amount of care He was prepared to expend on one. We might ask, what does one sheep mean among a hundred? It means much in the divine mind, dear brethren. The whole Godhead is presented typically as searching and seeking in Luke 15. Each One of the divine Persons is typically set out in the three phases that we have in that chapter. Are we to be behind God in the spirit and grace of recovery proper to our dispensation? Surely not, dear brethren. We have often alluded to Peter, how the sheet comes out of heaven to help him and bring him into accord with what heaven is doing, the light that heaven is shedding on the position in regard to the introduction of the Gentiles. We need to drink into the spirit of Luke 15, that we might come out as marked by it. You remember in Luke 11 the Lord Jesus alludes to the body being full of light having no part dark as when the lamp lights thee with its brightness. I believe that in Luke 15 the lamp is lighting us with its brightness, the brightness of the activities of divine Persons in recovering grace, bringing us into the full value and gain of the house of God. The reference in Hebrews 13 to the great shepherd of the sheep, is to bring these thoughts into our mind, dear brethren. There was no Shepherd like Him. We are humbled as we think of how little care we are prepared to expend on a soul; but as we think of the great Shepherd of the sheep, as we sit at His feet and contemplate His ways and His service it will help us to be marked by the grace and the spirit that marked Him. It says in the power of the blood of the eternal covenant, because the blood of the eternal covenant alludes to the great fact that the Lord Jesus has laid the basis for God to go forward in recovery in regard to His people in relation to His fixed thoughts of blessing, as the covenant suggests. When everything was hopelessly lost on the side of mans responsibility, God intervened, in the resurrection of the great Shepherd of the sheep. He must bring that Shepherd from among the dead, because the blood of the eternal covenant called for it, speaking reverently; that is, Gods fixed purposes to bless, called for it, and the blood lays the permanent basis for God to go forward with His fixed purposes to bless. It says perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will doing in you what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ to whom be glory for the ages of ages. 

    Now I just want in leaving this passage to allude to the word as to Timothy - Know that our brother Timotheus is set at liberty. What a word, dear brethren, in relation to the liberating character of this kind of ministry! We need to think of the Timothys among us, that need to be set free, liberated for the testimony, and for the service of God. We want the ministry, dear brethren, that will liberate them, set them free, bring them into the work, into the line of the testimony, to function in liberty in it. The allusion would be to Timothy, being set at liberty figurative of what I have in mind as to one and another being liberated today. 

    Now I want to speak a word as to Mark. While the Lords supper bears on and becomes a doorway into the service of God, I believe that there is presented in Marks gospel in relation to the cup that which will affect us as drinking into it, in love for the sheep, for whom the Lord Jesus measured the depths. As it says, when the Lord comes to the cup, And having taken the cup, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank out of it. And he said to them, This is my blood, that of the new covenant, that shed for many. It is a unique touch to Mark; I suppose if we could have had a conversation with Mark he would have said I am one among the many. He knew what it was to be deflected, but he also knew what it was to be recovered, and what a contribution he brings into the service of God, giving us the perfect Servant. He starts his gospel thus, Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ the Son of God, and it is Mark that gives us this peculiar touch as to the blood of the new covenant; he brings in more the persons, not, as Matthew, the administrative side, for the remission of sins. Mark would stress the persons, shed for many. This is my blood, that of the new covenant, that shed for many. That of the new covenant, is one point, dear brethren, we do not want to forget, the fixed purpose of divine love to bless, nothing can alter it. We may lose the joy linked with the knowledge and appreciation of it, but in itself the fixed purpose to bless is unalterable. It is a good thing to see that and to know it. Mark, being the gospel that gives us the ministry, stresses the need of immediate action, that things are to be done immediately. He impresses us with the condensation of things, and the compression of time and there is no time to be lost. The rapture is near. Let us drink into the spirit of what is suggested in the cup in which is set out the blood, that of the new covenant, that shed for many. What a leverage it would be in our souls and in the souls of those in whom declension may have set in, the declining of affection. He says, This is my blood, that of the new covenant, that shed for many. Mark would help us on the lines of the ministry, and the ministry involves light from God. You will notice that, in regard to the light, Mark gives it a peculiar touch in regard to the lamp coming. In chapter 4, verse 21, He does not speak of anybody lighting a lamp, as Matthew and Luke do. He speaks of the lamp coming; that is, we are reminded of the authoritative character of the ministry - light in itself, as it comes to us from God, and our responsibility to act in relation to it. But then, there is more than that, we are dealing with persons who have souls, persons who have got hearts, and they need to be recovered. Marks gospel is stressing recovery. While the reference to the young man of chapter 14, verses 51 and 52, would figure persons who are in the line of the testimony with a garment lightly cast about them, running away and leaving the position, he also tells of the young man in the 16th chapter sitting clothed in a white robe. This latter suggests what is set up anew in relation to the great range of things linked with the resurrection of Christ from among the dead. So that as we drink into the cup according to Mark we would be helped in care for persons. How it shines in Paul in relation to the Corinthians. He says I shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved. These are the words of a man who has drunk into the spirit of the cup with which is linked the blood of Christ, that of the new covenant, that shed for many. 

    I want to refer to Zechariah; a great book of recovery. It is filled with the thought of recovery from beginning to end; it is filled with exalted thoughts in regard to Jerusalem and Zion, and with the thought of God coming into the position Himself. However difficult things may be or may seem to be, God comes into the position, even giving a word to a young man standing by. We have often referred to it; we may well refer to it again, the word that God gives in the 2nd chapter of this book Run speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls. Think of how God would enlist the young men and the young women in their interest in relation to the assembly, Gods chief interest on earth, Jerusalem, the sphere of His government where administration according to His mind works out. God is thinking of the young men in this book. He is thinking of others as well. The Governor, Zerubbabel, the priests, Joshua the high priest, and He is thinking of those that come back from captivity with material to support divine thoughts and divine ideas. God says to a certain one Take the gold from them and they were to make crowns, that would adorn the head of the One who is worthy to be crowned, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the type, who sits upon the throne and bears the glory. All these personalities are in mind, just as you and I are in mind tonight that we might be brought fully into the line of the testimony in sympathetic interest in all that God is doing at the present moment in the perfecting of His work. And so in this passage here the word is Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion; shout daughter of Jerusalem! Behold thy King cometh to thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass. You will remember how earlier in the chapter God says, I will encamp about my house because of the army, because of those that pass by and that return; God is thinking about the position, dear brethren. Think of Him camping, God encamping about His house. We wonder sometimes why the enemy does not go too far; but God is round about His people. You think of an army, encamping around a city, and you see the tents, they are not in the city but they are around the city, about the city. Think of God encamping about His house, not in His house, that is not the thought, but I will encamp about my house because of the army. God sees these forces that are moving in to overthrow the position and He encamps around about. God says earlier in this book as to Jerusalem - I will be a wall of fire round about and will be the glory in the midst of her, chapter 2, verse 5. What divine protection is suggested, one of the most interesting things that runs through this book. God through the prophet, says at the beginning of this chapter, Jehovah hath an eye upon men, and upon all the tribes of Israel. That is, the localities of the brethren. He looks out upon the tribal setting. He sees how we are getting on, how we are working out things, whether the spirit of grace and recovery commensurate with His own spirit and grace is operating amongst us. He has got an eye on these matters, the tribes of Israel, the local settings in which we are, and He is encamping about His house to protect things in view of His own rights. Then we have the Lord Jesus presented as coming in and the receding of the idea of conflict. Notice this, that if the work of grace operating in recovery is coming more into prominence, the spirit of conflict is receding. So it says, And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; and the battle-bow shall be cut off. That is, these matters are receding, right in their place, and employed well in their place in the wars of the Lord as they might be, but they are receding now. And he shall speak peace unto the nations. Think of the way the Lord Jesus could come in and speak peace to the brethren - how He could enlarge on the thought of a son of peace in sending out the disciples. That is what we need in our local gatherings, dear brethren, ambassadors of peace among the brethren. Then it says, As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant, I will send forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. Think of this kind of release, for God is addressing Zion and Jerusalem, and He is speaking of the receding of conflict and He is enlarging on the thought of peace and release. The time of release, we might say, is come, and then it says, For I have bent Judah for me, I have filled the bow with Ephraim. What flexibility this suggests in the people of God. They are not crystallised, unyielding, unbending, but pliable, and flexible in the divine hand. I have bent Judah for me, not to be used by men. How much Judah suggests to the mind of faith. I have filled the bow with Ephraim. And He says, I will raise up thy sons, O Zion, against they sons, O Greece, and make thee like the sword of a mighty man, Greece, representing as we know in our time and day, the great idea of education and learning. It is the world in that cultured and philosophical form. God is raising the sons of Zion up against it; and He says And Jehovah will be seen over them. It is delightful, dear brethren, the way that God comes into the position, and adorns His people, and supports them on the line of recovery, and what has been liberated in the work of recovery. It further says, and they shall be filled like a bowl, like the corners of the altar. Notice this suggestion of correspondence with the altar - correspondence with the sufferings of Christ amongst His people; as it says, filled like a bowl, like the corners of the altar, alluding to what received the blood. It represents the saints, accepting the position of suffering under the divine hand. Think of how Paul says I fill up that which is behind of the sufferings of Christ for His bodys sake. What an impression that man had and how far he was prepared to go and suffer! Then it says, And Jehovah their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people. We come back to the flock, dear brethren, the great potential value of the saints in the light of the flock, in whichever way we may view them. Then it says, They shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up upon his land. Think of that, dear brethren, and the testimony in it - the saints appearing as Gods land and shining in all the beauty of divine workmanship, ornamented as the stones of a crown adorning the inheritance, for that is the thought. They are not as it were, enslaved by sin, nor by the principles of self-will, detracting from the glory of the inheritance, but adorning it lifted up as the stones of a crown, lifted up upon his land, adorning the inheritance, enhancing, as we might say, the thought of it. Then it says, For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! Corn shall make the young men flourish, and new wine the maidens. Christ ministered constitutionally affecting the young men, the youths amongst us, and the Spirit made room for in the figure of the new wine, stimulating the maidens. What prosperous conditions are here suggested, fruit of the operations of divine grace in recovery! 

    May the Lord bless the word. 
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    Zechariah 10

    Jehovah returning in blessing to Israel after their long history of departure is more than once compared with the latter rain; Hosea 6:1 - 3; Joel 2: 23. So that the time of the latter rain, indicates a time of divine favour when Jehovah would visit His people after they have been long afflicted with vanity, and a lie, and false dreams. He had to say, Therefore they have gone away as a flock, they are in distress, because there is no shepherd. When the Lord was here He was moved with compassion for the crowd because they were as sheep not having a shepherd, Mark 6: 34. His anger, too, was kindled against those who pretended to be shepherds and leaders of the flock, but whose service was vanity and no comfort to the flock. Such are the conditions which prevail today over a great part of the Christian profession. We can be thankful that there has been a time of the latter rain for the assembly even as there will be for Israel. 

    For Jehovah of hosts visiteth his flock, the house of Judah, and maketh them as his majestic horse in the battle ... . And they shall be as mighty men, treading down the mire of the streets in the battle; and they shall fight, for Jehovah is with them, verses 3, 5. The great evidence of God having visited His people is that they are made overcomers. The fact that in each of the seven assemblies (Revelation 2 and 3) the Lord assumes that an overcomer will be found shows that He intended that feature to have a place, whatever the general condition might be. The greater the departure the more need there is for overcoming, and I think the chapter before us intimates that overcoming precedes restoration to privileges that have been lost. The overcomers in Revelation 2 and 3 get what is normally the portion of all saints, but in a day of departure it is only really possessed by those who have overcome. That is to say, it is given on the principle of restoration rather than as being possessed as originally given. Gods present ways with His people are ways of restoration; indeed, He has peculiar pleasure in restoration, and the greatest restoration of all is assembly restoration. But overcoming is the first thing, as seen in verses 3 and 5 of our chapter, before He speaks of restoration in verses 6, 7 and 12. 

    The first effect of Gods visiting His people is that they take on the character of overcomers. They have power to overcome what is seen to be opposed to what is in Gods mind for His people. They may not yet know much of assembly truth or assembly privilege, but they see that certain things are displeasing to God, and they take up a decided attitude with reference to them. They do not go with the stream. They refuse that in themselves which they see to be contrary to Gods mind, and they refuse it when they see it having place in the Christian profession. They overcome it by separating from it. By ceasing to do evil they put themselves in a position where they can learn to do well. 

    And I will bring them back again; for I will have mercy upon them; and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am Jehovah their God, and I will answer them, verse 6. And I will strengthen them in Jehovah; and they shall walk in his name, saith Jehovah, verse 12. What God will do for a remnant in Israel in the time of the latter rain He is doing now for a remnant in the assembly. The Lord is leading His saints to see that there is grace and power in Himself to enable them to be overcomers. They can only overcome as they are strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus. But as thus strengthened they can overcome everything which would hinder assembly restoration. The Lord brings His people back to Himself as the Source of everything, and then He can restore us to all that is in His own mind for the assembly. 

    In Matthew 13 the public history of the assembly is set forth in the first four similitudes, ending with the whole mass being leavened. But then we get the treasure and the pearl  what the assembly is for Christ  and restoration is to that. If God gives restoration it will be to His own most precious thoughts. The Reformers, and those who founded Protestant sects, did not overcome the influences of the time in which they lived sufficiently to be free for restoration to Gods precious thoughts as to the assembly. But a good deal of latter rain has fallen since their day, and many saints have found in the Lord strength for overcoming, and, in consequence, there has been a great opening out of divine thoughts which have been little known since the days of the apostles. But they are coming out now with an added grace as being restored after many centuries of grievous departure. It is due to the Lord that we should recognise His peculiar grace in this way. He is making things precious to us which have been lost sight of for many generations. All saints may have these precious things; they are truly the portion of all; but it is only the overcomer who gets them as the true wealth and gain of his soul. Let none of us deceive himself. We may walk in company with the most spiritual persons, and yet gain little by it if we do not take up the exercise of overcoming. But in taking up that exercise we have to learn that we need the grace of the Lord to enable us to overcome. So it is a matter of personal dependence. Our chapter begins, Ask of Jehovah, and in verse 6 we read, And I will answer them; showing that behind the restoration and the overcoming is the spirit of deep dependence. The heart, having learned its own emptiness and insufficiency, has blessed experience of what the Lord can be, not only in giving personal support, but in bringing us into His mind as to the assembly, and as to our place in it. We are not thinking merely of restored truth, but we think of the Lord as the Restorer of it. He is Himself our joy in relation to all that is restored. So we can understand the word in verse 7, Their heart shall be joyful in Jehovah. The Sweetness of what is restored lies mainly in the fact that it is restored by the personal action of One who loves us. The Philadelphian keeps His word, and does not deny His name; all, for the loyal heart, centres in Him. 

    And I will strengthen them in Jehovah; and they shall walk in his name, saith Jehovah, verse 12. This sums up the position of a restored people. Those strong in the Lord will assuredly be overcomers, and they will have strength to walk according to what has been restored. This scripture was given to encourage the hearts of a feeble remnant by filling them with a sense of what God would do for His people in the time of the latter rain. We are favoured of God to be found here in a time which distinctly answers to this in the history of the assembly. May we know how to profit by the instruction! 
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    Genesis 8: 22; Zechariah 10: 9; Hosea 2: 23; Galatians 6: 8

    The brethren will observe that sowing is in mind; so I have read these scriptures. It is a sowing time. The passage in Genesis 8 contemplates this time; while the earth remains this time continues. That is to say, the time of sowing is contemporary with the age of the earth, the present age of it. No doubt most of us know there are to be a new heavens and a new earth wherein righteousness dwells. There are to be such but they are not yet. What is now is the present earth and God has granted it certain advantages which are to be noted. When it ceases these advantages will cease; that is to say, seed-time and harvest will cease; cold and heat will cease; summer and winter will cease; day and night will cease. Therefore, we are in limitations; we are not in eternal conditions; they are limited conditions, extending from the beginning of time till now. But still, in the mind of God that is not a very long period, but God is pleased to grant these advantages to the earth and we are enjoying them too. Christians are as well as others; Christians more; they are the only ones who really do enjoy the mercies of God. Others take them as if they should be, as if men had a right to them, whereas they have not. We have a right to nothing as men in the flesh. Of course, we do know something about the rights of men and the like, but I am speaking now of actual facts that God speaks of. They are found in the word of God, the scriptures; and so we do well as brethren to be humbled in the light of these things. If we are not Christians then we do well to learn to be humble about them, because it is as we are humble about the mercies of God that God may continue them to us. If they are just mercies they are not our rights; they are Gods rights. 

    Well now, as I said, among these things is the matter of sowing; seed-time and harvest; it is a question of the time. The Spirit of God uses the idea of sowing very prominently throughout the Scriptures and I call attention to the matter now to show how it applies to persons; persons sown. What is in the passage read refers doubtless to cereals and the like, vegetables, what is sown to produce a crop for mens benefit; but then the thought is enlarged in the prophets, as you will see, in the passages read, to apply to men; men, women and children. And so in this remarkable passage in Zechariah Jehovah says, And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. This is remarkable, dear brethren. It has a peculiar sort of application today, although not literally, because this is prophetic and we are not living in the age of prophecy in this sense; not that prophecy has not got light for us, nourishment and food for us, but it strictly belongs to the earth and Gods purposes as regards the earth and this passage is included in that. The time is coming when the Jews, to be simple, will be sown. It does not say they sow themselves, nor does it say they are sown in a goodly position, but it is among the peoples. God will proceed on these lines presently and we who are instructed in the scriptures and who know something about prophecy, which we should, everyone of us, we know something about the prophetic map, to use a familiar phrase, a good one; so that we can put our finger on the part of the earth that any prophecy alludes to, because it does certainly allude to the earth, and we can put our finger on any part of it to which prophecy may refer. But here the allusion is very general. And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. God is doing the thing. It may be that He is beginning to do it already, but I would say that what I said is true: that the prophecies refer to the earth and they refer largely to Israel, although they refer to nations too, but they refer to the earth. What we see here is evidently future. We cannot go out among the nations  I have been over most of them myself and I do not know of any Jews that I can regard as sown among the nations. I know on good authority that a large number, maybe five millions of them have been destroyed during the past few years. It is an awful thing and God does not ignore it either. But it is not sowing; men are destroying men. When the sowing begins God will do it and He will do it presently. But it is a terrible thing that, we might say, Christians are responsible in a certain sense for the conduct of men generally. I mean to say, we cannot lift up our heads in the presence of these things without shame that the human race is capable of such a terrible atrocity as the destruction of five million or more people of a certain class, besides the others that are not mentioned. I was told fourteen millions were destroyed in the last war  not Jews  and I do not know that there are any less in this war. It is an awful thing that we have such hearts; men and women as they are here on this earth, that we have hearts capable of such conduct, such atrocity, such wickedness; but it is so, and it is well for us to face it before God and think of what the race is capable of. 

    But then this a beautiful thought, I think. I just mention it for a moment. And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. So that we can comfort ourselves, which we are entitled to do as knowing God. He is the God of all comfort. There is no comfort outside of God, but God is infinite. So we have plenty of scope. God is infinite, but He is the God of all comfort. And, as I said, there is comfort in this thought that God is presently to begin to sow his earthly people among the countries. The devil sows too. The Lord Jesus speaks about Himself, sowing the good seed, the sons of the kingdom. The Lord Jesus speaks about sowing sons, the sons of the kingdom of God. It is presently said that an enemy sowed tares in the same field. Tares are a useless thing; a useless weed resembling wheat. They are an imitation of what God is sowing. That is to say, Christendom has persons who are like Christians to that extent, but they are absolutely useless or worse. The devil has sown them. Someone comes to the Master and says to Him, You have sown good seed in the field but there are tares coming up. These tares are coming up. The Lord says, An enemy has done it. Who is the enemy? The devil. At least he has those who are sown on the earth, in Christendom, and the Lord says to leave them alone. We cannot destroy them. There are those who would destroy the Jews and have sought to do it, but God has dealt the same to them. It is not for us to destroy these useless weeds or tares. God will do that. The angels of God will come presently and bind them in bundles and burn them. These are the things that God will do on the earth. He will burn them. They will be bound up. No doubt it refers to societies with wicked doctrines and the angels of God will come down and deal with them; bind them up in bundles and burn them. That is what the Spirit of God says. 

    But here we have sowing. And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me.. That is the point, dear brethren, that will come out at that time. People will begin to remember God, 

    instead of going in for all that this world yields. The Jews particularly go in for it; millions of them go in for what the world affords them. They have nothing else; they live in it, alas! But presently we have another seed which God sows, among the peoples too. They are still here and there among the nations; not back in their own lands, but God will begin to work in them where they are, as He does now with normal Christians. God begins to work in us as in the place where we are and presently we will return. That is what it says here: And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. That is very comforting. People go to the movies and take their children too. It is a terrible thing to see those children led to those terrible places where they are only dealt out the worst kind of thing to feed on. The parents are turning around and the children are turning around. The parents live with the children. What a changed world it will be, but it is going to come, thank God! That is what keeps us going  hope. The hope of the Christian is the going thing; it keeps us going. It is God. Hope fills our hearts, but never greater hope than I am now speaking of. I am not going to turn aside to dwell on the great things we can speak of in regard of hope, but what I am speaking of is very comforting, that God will presently begin to work in all those countries; here in America and in the whole of the British Empire and even among the heathen. Many of us here hardly realize the number of persons known as heathens. There are probably ten millions of people actual heathens. As soon as you think of these things you begin to humble yourself and to think, surely God will come in  this cannot go on forever, nor will it, for God is long-suffering, not willing that any should perish, and He is getting in the assembly the greatest thing in the universe. I am not speaking of that now; I am speaking of what God will do presently among the Jews and where they will be; whether they be in Christendom here or in heathendom, God will begin to work here and there and He will sow them. He says, And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me .... What a change! Take for instance, where we are here in this town today, and we see the people moving along to some place where the Lord Jesus is remembered, where the Lords supper is celebrated, and where we see people moving in that track we would rejoice. But we do not see many. There are some who remember God. I hope there is no one here who does not, because this is the point of this meeting, that someone might be stirred up to remember God. If there is someone that does not remember God, if you have drifted away, do not stay there. Remember God. And they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. That is, they are turning toward Jerusalem. Jerusalem will be the great objective now for the Jews when God begins to sow; when the sowing time comes for them. When He begins to sow in far countries they will begin to move. There will be regular flocks of them going toward Jerusalem, undoubtedly; but they shall live with their children and return. It is almost sure that if a man gets wrong, he gets wrong about his wife and his children; but here he gets right about his wife and his children. 

    Now I will go on to the next passage to confirm what I said. It says, And I will sow her unto me in the land. That is another matter. It refers undoubtedly to the land of Canaan, the promised land. God says, I spied it for Israel, as if a man were in an airplane and looked down and saw some land and saw it with such clearness it was delightful to his eye. 

    He says, I want that land for my people. That is exactly what God has done. There is no other land like it. You say, it is not easy to show it now. Very likely; but it will be. God will make it just what He saw. He is going to see the thing presently just as He did see it before. The fact of the matter is, dear brethren, that we were all seen and taken account of by God away back in eternity. But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified. Romans 8: 30. These are divine things and they apply to everyone of us here. We are nearly all Christians, I believe, and each of us is taken account of in that way. Before we had any being at all God saw us and He made us according to that pattern, so to speak, so that we are seen of Him according to that pattern. Each one of us is to be conformed to the image of Gods Son. That is the pattern. We are taken up before we had any being at all, and then called, and then justified, and then glorified. That is what has happened. It is a most wonderful thing, really, and ought to fill our hearts, that God has so regarded us, and we are now under His eye according to what He has purposed, and He is conforming us to the image of His Son; all to be like Jesus. 

    So as I have said, the land of Canaan was spied by Him. He says, I spied it and selected it; and He says to His people Israel, I am going to give it to you. I will just read a verse in Deuteronomy 8, that you may get some idea of the land that God has in His mind for them. It says in verse 7, For Jehovah thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey; a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, where thou shalt lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper. And thou shalt eat and be filled, and shalt bless Jehovah thy God for the good land which he hath given thee. Well now, you see, this is the divine word and you say, Well, I cannot find it. I certainly should not attempt to find it save as it is here as in the mind of God. It is there. That is enough. It will all come out in its perfection, and we shall see these same people that are sown in the countries now in that same land sown by God presently. That is what we get in the passage I read in Hosea 2, And I will sow her unto me in the land; and I will have mercy upon Lo-ruhamah. That is what will happen. It will be a land like that presently in the same confines as we have in Asia. The land of Canaan is a very small piece of land. If men were sent out to judge its value and knew all the different parts of it as the spies of old did, we should perhaps today find very little. I should say any bit of good land in this country is equal or better; any good bit of land in England is equal or better, and so in France, and so in Germany, but I am concerned about Gods mind. That is pure gold to me, that mind of God. He can bring things about; He can call things that are not as if they were. He can bring things about; it is nothing to Him. Job says, I know that thou canst do everything; and so do I, and so does every Christian here who is really so. I will say again that God can do everything. Sometimes we may say a thing like that and forget that it refers to oneself. Whatever His mind is as to me He can do it. What is His mind as to all of us here, dear brethren? It is to raise us up and make us like Jesus. That is what His mind is: to conform us to the image of His Son. That is the scripture in Philippians 3. So that you see how well off we are, and what I am saying now is just to make us feel we are well off and that wonderful things belong to us, and that we are ourselves wonderful according to the mind of God. We do not need anything more than that. God will bring it to pass; confide in Him. This beautiful passage I have read in Deuteronomy is one of the most beautiful you can get in regard to the land. No need for any more iron ore or gold, South African gold, or those diamonds down there in the mines, thousands of feet down; no more need for these. The land of Canaan will have everything that man needs on this earth. God will show that. He will show how it can be brought about that all the best things according to man are found in the land of Canaan. He has spied it for them and it is all going to come about. I think what I am saying is just to try and encourage our hearts as to the great things that are designed for us and the great things we are designed for; for those who form the assembly are the very highest conception of what I am saying. The assembly is the greatest thought in the whole universe and we belong to it, dear brethren. Everyone of us Christians here is part of it. 

    So this verse says, And I will sow her unto me in the land; and I will have mercy upon Lo-ruhamah; and I will say to Lo-ammi, Thou art my people; and they shall say, My God. You see what beautiful language there is there between God and us. We are His people and He is our God. He is our God. That is the position that these verses put us into, dear brethren. I have just read them, and now I go back to my verse in Galatians, which is, perhaps, a different view-point, but necessary to speak of now, that we should be concerned about this matter of sowing. I have presented to you the bright side of my subject, and I think you will agree it is a bright side too. Now I want to come to the searching side, and yet not without its brightness as I shall show. It says in verse 8, For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life. I have been speaking about sowing in countries; I have been speaking about sowing in Canaan, and now I have read about a person sowing to his own flesh. I stop at that to cause you to think a little bit. How are you going to sow to your own flesh? You know, naturally we like our own flesh. We speak of our relatives as our own flesh and blood. We speak of our children as our own flesh and blood. Of course we like them. How are we to sow to them, to our own flesh? I am not speaking of your relatives now, your children, I am speaking of your own personal body, my own body. How am I to sow to it? I do not know of anything more searching. I hope it is searching to everyone of us. Oh, how we do naturally love ourselves; lovers of ourselves, lovers of our own selves. How we love to look in the glass and if there is any little bit of beauty to admire it. Or, if there be any little bit of ability to admire it; poetical ability or whatever it may be, to admire it. I know what that is and you do, I am sure. Everyone here knows what that means. It is a most searching matter. You turn over the picture of your own self in your drawing-room or your dining-room or your bedroom and you see the things you like; looking at pictures, photographs and the like. It is a great matter, this thing over the shoulder  taking pictures, taking photographs. It is one of the greatest things now with travellers. Everyone likes to have something strung over his shoulder with photographic accoutrements. It must be there, and it is to bring out the beauty of the things that be. You know I am not saying that the brethren are not beautiful in a moral sense and that beauty shows in the photographs, but I do say there is too much of it. It is not worth the trouble. But then I am talking about that and making allowance for all that; in the drawing-room and the dining-room and bedroom  wherever it be  these are brought out and there are the persons. What is to be seen? Presently I turn the page over and I find this word from the verse I read, For he that sows to his own flesh, there is no mistake as to what is meant. It is not simply his sons or daughters; it is his own flesh; it is himself. For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh. That is to say, that same old flesh; shall reap corruption. See what you make of that. You say, anybody can talk like that and belittle other people and talk against persons; anybody can do that. And that is true; but I am seeking to tell the truth just as it is, and it is the Spirit of God I am quoting; no less than the Spirit of God. For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh. It is as sure as anything can be. You say, is it Gods truth? It is Gods truth. It is the actual word of God Himself, and He is telling us that if we sow to our own flesh we shall of that same flesh reap corruption. The passage in Genesis refers to seed-time and harvest, and it is the harvest I am now speaking of. The reaping is corruption, and, of course, all these things happen on the earth. Corruption comes out but we soon cover it over, or try to; but before God, there it is; not only the physical but the moral side. We read of loving our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. How real that is. In incorruption refers to my state; I love Him in incorruption. My state in loving Him is incorruptible. I do not claim it and not have it real; the love I have for Christ is to be real. But then, think of what my own flesh is that I pride myself in as an unconverted man and, maybe, as an unspiritual Christian too; what I have to admit that I have reaped now that I have got older; because, you know, the reaping time is then. Personal beauty and personal ability are affected by age, and all that goes with youth and manliness comes down. Age affects it. It is very solemn that age affects everything. Beauty goes, the marvellous intelligence that we sometimes speak of, and the poetic power and all that goes. Age will affect all that. Man goes to his long home. That is how it reads. The mourners go about the streets. It is a most sorrowful thing to see people ignoring all this, and yet there is nothing truer than that age will bring about these conditions, so that corruption is present. It is to be reaped. As middle-age passes some may know it, and then partially old-age and then old-age and then dotage. These things happen but they begin early. The reaping begins early. It is reaping after the sowing. Where one sows to his own flesh it is corruption. I do not wish to occupy you unduly with it, dear brethren, but still it is needed that our Christianity should become real. 

    So the other side is beautiful and glorious and stimulating. But he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life. So that now you come to the open flowers of Solomons type; the half-open flowers. It is a question of life. Life is seen in flowers particularly and, of course, in all creation the type is there. But I can hardly undertake to picture eternal life, the word is so marvellous; eternal life. Everlasting is hardly as strong as eternal. Eternal carries its own meaning with it. You might say it is a word coined by the Spirit of God to treat of that great subject, namely, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Wages on the one hand, gift on the other. Eternal life is a gift. 

    So I would just leave you with that, if I may. The time is coming as to this matter of reaping eternal life after the sowing. You say, well, I thought it was gift. 

    It is gift, but at the same time it is a product of sowing, and gift is one thing and sowing is another. If you sow for a crop you get eternal life, if you sow for it you will surely get it. It is the same eternal life that God gives, but nevertheless it is peculiarly precious. It is the fruit of my own sowing. God says, there it is; it is what you have been sowing all these years. I am going to give it to you in heaven. It is going to shine there in relation to all the saints. I am going to give it to you here even. And the end eternal, life, Romans 6: 22. Apply it at the present time. So that we are enjoined to lay hold of eternal life. Where is it? It is in Christ. But it is possible to get it by sowing. It is worthwhile understanding, too. I do not feel that I am boring you to seek to put it upon you to understand it. There is such a thing as sowing to the Spirit and reaping eternal life. It is the most precious crop I can name that becomes a yield to us from the sowing, and the sowing is to the Spirit, the blessed Spirit of God, sowing to Him. What a range of things to our minds, to our affections, to throw out our seed into that soil, the rich soil of the Spirit of God, and the crop coming back in due time. It is a question of sowing. He that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life. It comes exactly where you sow it. The Spirit of God yields it so that it comes back to you. I have a precious thing of my own sowing, my own commodity, as it were, and God would so regard it, so that we can enjoy it. It is His gift, but nevertheless it is brought about this way: namely, it can come from your sowing. May God help us, dear brethren, according to His mind, in all these matters. 
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    DIVINE INTERVENTION IN DAYS OF DIFFICULTY (SMC 5)

    Zechariah 10

    It is before one, dear brethren, to speak a word this afternoon, on divine intervention, having in mind that our thoughts may be enlarged in relation to God and our knowledge of Him, and His faithfulness, especially as it appears over against the dark background linked with days of brokenness publicly. This prophecy has to do with conditions analogous to our own, but light is brought in in this prophecy to stimulate the remnant in faith, and our faith needs to be stimulated, and the more we read the prophets, the more our faith will be stimulated. So that however difficult the circumstances, the sense of the faithfulness of God to His people, should help each and all of us to go forward with Him in what He is doing. It is a wonderful thing to be with God in what He is doing in the finishing days of the dispensation. It is a sorrowful thing not to be with God in what He is doing, but it is important to see that God takes account in this book of those that are with Him. 

    You will remember that in one part of this book there were certain persons who were returning from the captivity, whose names are given. God has taken account of them, He must have taken account of what they were thinking and what they were saying, their conversations together; for you will remember what God said to Zephaniah, when He gave his servant the prophet a word in relation to these persons to take gifts to them of the captivity of Heldai, of Tobijah and of Jedaiah, and he was to enter into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah, whither they were come from Babylon. He was to take gold and silver and make crowns, showing how God takes account of where we are in matters. And these persons are honoured, but why are they honoured? They are honoured because they are persons who are prepared to make way for Christ in the type, because the crowns that are made from the silver and the gold were to be put upon the head of Joshua the High Priest, type, as he is in this particular section, of Christ, sitting as a priest upon the throne, and bearing the glory. I mention that to show how God is taking account of persons. This book opens with references to God taking account of persons, and of the truth. He is in this book taking account of the powers that be, the mountains of brass and the horses and the chariots, of all that is linked with His indirect government, among the nations. All that is coming up in His mind and before Him; so that in itself, dear brethren, should impart a sense of restfulness to us. Especially as we think of the difficulties among the nations, we are always to be reminded and to keep in our minds that God has things in control. The 6th chapter opens up with that, to impress our minds, that all that is linked with the powers that be, whatever may transpire amongst men, however dark it may seem in some parts. God has things in hand, and He is also taking account of persons. As you will note for instance, in this book the prophet is instructed to run, speak to this young man. What a word for some of the young men here. You will remember that it is not any young man, I suppose there were a number of young men, but the word is, run, speak to this young man saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls. Think of a word like that coming into the ears of a young man, and I may say by extension a young woman. Jerusalem! You will remember how Jeremiah says, Let Jerusalem come into your minds. And think of God marking out young men for this interesting word, this word of vital importance, that would bring the assembly into our minds, for Jerusalem is a type of the assembly. You will see how while God is going on with great things in this book, He is not forgetting any one of us and our interest in divine things, and if we are standing by in relation to the prophetic service, and the prophetic ministry, rest assured that God will have a word for us. He will give us a word. You will recall that it says of Joshua, he did not depart from the tent of meeting and that he was Moses attendant. I would say to the young brethren that it is an important thing to cleave to the saints in the light of the tent of meeting. It is the place where you will get light from God. It is the place where you will get confirmed in relation to the truth. Do not keep away from the brethren. Do not isolate yourself from the assembly, from the tent of meeting. Here is a young man, he must have been standing by, just like you young men and women here, you are sitting by and God is thinking about it. He is taking account of it. He says run, ...  It is an urgent matter speak to this young man, someone that had come under His notice. Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein; and I, saith Jehovah, I will be unto her a wall of fire around about and will be the glory in the midst of her. This is a word for a young man. Think of the faithfulness of God knowing as He knows, as no other knows the ramifications of evil, especially in the times that are referred to here, and yet considering for what a young man would represent in the testimony, and giving him a direct word as to Jerusalem, as to the assembly. And I would encourage the hearts and minds of the young brothers and sisters, as to the joy that divine Persons have in their presence here in relation to the truth, going on with the truth, the assembly coming into their minds, the great governing and paramount interest in their lives. It is said of Jerusalem - They shall prosper that love thee. And so the word to the young man comes. Then we may remember how as the book proceeds we have a man coming up before our view and the enemy standing to resist his being clothed with festival robes. It is remarkable how this book brings up these matters, because this book has in mind, as all prophetic ministry has in mind, stimulation, that our hearts may not be bowed down under pressure or difficulty, but stimulated in the light of the prophetic word, in the assurance that divine thoughts are not falling to the ground, that God is caring for His testimony, and He will bring the testimony through, and those that are linked with the testimony through with it. And the enemy Satan the adversary, has the boldness to resist the reinstatement of the person I refer to in the 3rd chapter, namely Joshua the High Priest. It says that He stood by to resist, to resist, not just to accuse. In the Revelation, the adversary is spoken of as the accuser of the brethren, but he is the resister here. It is one thing to accuse, but it is another thing to resist, and the enemy is resisting here. But God is taking the matter on. It is delightful to see in this book, how God takes matters on, and He takes that matter on. And Joshua resumes his place, the enemy is defeated. 

    Then we get another personality projected on to our view, Zerubbabel, the man in whose hands is the plummet, the man who has the truth, the standard of the truth before him, a man that God is using in relation to the dignity and the glory of the house. His hands laid the foundation, as God says, and his hands shall finish it. It says that This is the word of Jehovah to Zerubbabel. How God comes in to speak this word to Zerubbabel! He is the Governor, 

    he is a man who has got the administration in his heart. He is the man who understands rule, the principle of government in the house of God, and God says, in principle, I am going to strengthen that person. And He will do to every person, who has got the welfare of Gods house at heart, and he says, This is the word of Jehovah to Zerubbabel. We have had a word for the young man in the second chapter, from God; we get a word from God in the 3rd chapter to Joshua, the angel of Jehovah gives him a word as to walking in Gods ways, and now we get this word to Zerubbabel. We get the word to the young man, whom we might think of not much account, but who is under the divine eye; then we get the word to the Priest; now we are getting the word to the Governor, as if God is suggesting to our minds and hearts in a time and day of revival and recovery that He is going to strengthen through a prophetic word every vital feature in the testimony essential for the maintenance and carrying forth of the testimony. And the word to Zerubbabel is Not by might nor by power but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts. Who art thou, O great mountain, before Zerubbabel thou dost become a plain and he shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, Grace unto it. This is all entering into the completing of matters in relation to the house, his hands laid the foundation and his hands shall finish it. We are reminded you see, of the strength and power of resource in the Spirit in the completing of things. You will see the analogy to our times, dear brethren, how God is stressing this matter of the Spirit, that it is not by might, not by force of argument, not by a way of human intellect, or specious human argument. It is, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah. We may get occupied with numbers, but it does not matter whether there are ten, fifty or ten thousand, the multiplication of numbers never makes right anything that is wrong. So God would remind us of this word, Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit saith Jehovah. And then the headstone is brought forth suggesting that the dispensation is to be completed in the glory of grace. He shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings - not ordinary words. Zerubbabel represents government in the house of God, right administration according to God. Bringing forth the headstone with shoutings, suggests exultant feelings among the saints, and then the words Grace, grace unto it, give us the keynote; and I believe that is what the dispensation is finishing with. You will remember that it is said at the outset that great grace was upon the brethren, and the dispensation is ending with that touch. 

    And now I come to what I have in mind to speak about in this chapter. I had not intended referring to these others, but they came into mind, and I think they serve to stimulate and encourage us in dark and difficult days, because we can see as we look around in the profession, how the truth is given up on every hand, and how the enemy would weaken our minds, weaken our hands, and discourage our souls by the external difficulties of the position, just as in Zechariahs time. But we have to see that however small the position may be publicly, however weak numerically, God is in the position, and the prophetic word is in the position, the priest is in the position, and the Governor is in the position. These elements are not lost, dear brethren, they are there and God would open our eyes to see them, so that we may be encouraged to go forward in view of the completing of the dispensation. The headstone is brought forward, in the hands of a true and right administration, with shoutings, not defeatism - its shoutings mean exultant feelings among the brethren, among the saints, Grace, 

    Grace unto it. It is a time of salvation, Babylon with all its scope and its pretension might lay claim to much. How many have been ensnared in it, and are still held in it, but we can thank God that through grace we find ourselves in spirit out of it, while publicly linked with all the shame and disaster connected with the breakdown of the church publicly. We can thank God for the moral road that leads us in spirit out of it, as pursuing righteousness, faith, love and peace. And God is filling our minds with thoughts of salvation. As it says, just before the chapter we read, Jehovah their God shall save them in that day as the flock of His people. See verse 16 of the previous chapter. And they shall be as the stones of a crown lifted upon his land. He is not just saving them as brands from the burning. His work is coming through in all its distinctiveness as the stones of a crown. Think of the beauty, the glory, the radiancy that is linked with the stones of a crown, and as it says lifted up upon his land, adorning the whole scope and realm of what is linked with the purposes of divine love, Gods hand, Lifted up as it says, as the stones of a crown upon his land. What thoughts these are! God would bring them into our minds in difficult times, so that we might see that He has great thoughts in mind in the completing of things. And so this is what I want to draw attention to in this chapter, how God comes into the position, and how He saves as come into the position. The chapter opens with the time of the latter rain. Need I remind the brethren of the time of the latter rain? We are all conscious I am sure, of the wonderful ministry that we have been brought up under, the distinctive features of it, how wonderful it is; and it is the time of the latter rain here. But then the word is to ask of Jehovah rain in the time of the latter rain. The rain is still coming, dear brethren, and will come. And it says, Jehovah will make lightnings, and he will give them showers of rain, to everyone grass in the field. That is, the pastures are not ended, God is bringing into our minds thoughts of the flock in this section of the word, and stressing the thought that there still will be rain, and promoting a desire for the rain. Do not let the enemy bring into our minds that the time for ministry is gone, the time for spiritual ministry is gone, we are in the time of the latter rain, and we are to ask for more rain. Ask of Jehovah rain in the time of the latter rain. And it says, He will give them showers of rain, to everyone grass in the field. It is important that our souls should be kept under the influence and power of spiritual and heavenly ministry, because, as it says, The teraphim have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams: they comfort in vain. We know the error that is abroad, we know how the truth of the incarnation is denied, the truth of the atonement is denied, the authority of the scriptures is denied, the truth as to Person of the Holy Spirit and His service is denied. We are in the midst of all these things publicly, the teraphim that have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams. God has taken account of all these matters; He has taken account of the distress of the flock; He has taken account of the leader of the shepherds and the he-goats that are responsible. Think of those that are responsible in the profession for what has come in upon the people of God. God has taken all that into account - men that occupy positions in the public professing body, positions in which they are intended to help the flock but in which the flock is robbed and the flock is left in distress. God says, I will punish the he-goats; for Jehovah of hosts visiteth his flock, the house of Judah, and maketh them as his majestic horse in the battle. I want especially the younger brothers and sisters to listen to this word of God, for however despicable the saints may seem in the eyes of men, however poor the position may be in our cities and in our towns in the eyes of the world, God would bring into the mind and view of faith, the saints in this glorious light - the house of Judah as His majestic horse in the battle. So that, as you see a few saints, it may be in weakness and in smallness, but they can stand against an association of tens of thousands. They can stand against men congregated together and united together to achieve their ends, united it may be in numbers of thousands and hundreds of thousands, and you will see one believer, two believers, in weakness it may be outwardly but like Gods majestic horse in the battle. I would like to bring into our souls, or rather that the Spirit would bring into our souls the sense of victory in this section, because the victory is ours. God has given us the victory; and this is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith - the importance of faith! It says God makes the house of Judah as His majestic horse in battle. The house of Judah in the prophets represents the area and the sphere where the light of Jerusalem and Gods thoughts are cherished. It would find its answer today in those who are walking in the light of the assembly; not in any way assuming to be the assembly - far be the thought, we can never assume to be the assembly; but walking in the light of it. God regarding as it were the house of Judah in a day of public weakness and breakdown, in all its majesty and dignity. It says He makes them as His majestic horse in battle. 

    And then it says, From him shall come forth the corner-stone, from him the nail, from him the battle bow, from him every exactor together. That is, all that is required and needed to meet the circumstances is divinely supplied. We want to understand that, dear brethren, more and more. The supplies are not cut off. If God comes into the position, all that is needed for the position will be divinely supplied. Think of the corner-stone; think of how it is alluded to in scripture. I suppose in some way we could think of Christ as the corner-stone; Peter indeed refers to Him in this light. Isaiah refers to Him as the corner-stone, what is laid in Zion. You remember how it is brought in over against the lies and the covenant with death, the overflowing scourge in Isaiah 28. God brings into the thoughts and the minds of His people touches as to the glory of Christ, in the way of the corner-stone, the sure foundation. I suppose the corner-stone would be seen in Johns gospel and Johns ministry, the backbone and foundation of all, especially in difficult days. Then it says, From him the nail. How essential the nail is; how essential that there should be someone or something to support the varied features of divine glory in the position. You remember that in Isaiah we are told as to Christ typically, that He is fastened as the nail in the sure place. I suppose Lukes gospel would bring into our minds and our thoughts Christ in this way, the hope of humanity, coming in on the side of men, every hope hinging and hanging upon Him, whether small or great. It is from him the nail and then it says from him the battle-bow. The battle bow brings in the matter of the conflict and the thought or suggestion of the victory. We can thank God for the sense of the victory, not that we shall get it but that we have it; victory is on our side as with God in these matters, and the battle bow is needed and it is coming forth. I suppose Marks gospel corresponds with that in its teaching and how well Mark is equipped and furnished as having been revived in his own soul, to speak of the battle bow. He had turned aside from the work because of the strenuous character of things; he had not gone forward in the work. Oh, is there any one of us who is not going forward in the work? You say, What do you mean? Why, the work refers to what God is going on with in the testimony; whatever it may be, here or elsewhere, we want to be going on with it, not to be drawing back as John Mark. As he writes his gospel, how the thought of victory comes into it. You cannot but feel as you read the 16th chapter what a sense of victory Mark has in his soul as he records the scene of the resurrection. The sun had already risen, the stone is rolled away, the young man sitting clothed in a white robe; Mark is bringing in the features that speak of the victory, that the battle bow as it were has secured the victory. We think as we read in Mark of the seriousness of the sufferings of Christ and the intensity of them, His depth of holy feeling and conflict in the garden and what He entered into in death. It reminds us of the battle bow and what has been secured through it all, and Mark would leave an impression with us of the victorious side of things, so that he gives a touch that none of the other evangelists do. He says that the Lord went to the right hand of God. The Lord, therefore, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God. And they, going forth, preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs following upon it. That is, the principle of the battle bow. When the enemy thought that everything was gone, everything was lost, Mark in the great ministerial gospel, the gospel that gives us the prophetic ministry, would leave us with the impression that the victory is ours. The Lord is in the victorious position at the right hand of God, the ministry is going forward. Who says here that the time for ministry is over? The ministry is going forward and will go forward to the end of the dispensation. Then it says and from him every exactor or it might read ruler. The thought of exactor as used here means ruler or administrator. Every ruler together. That is a good word. It is important that the rulers, the administrators should be together. How often the enemy would operate to bring about divergence in those that have a part in ruling, a part in ministry, but it says from him every exactor - or ruler, or administrator, together. God is bringing in what is needed, you see. He would bring the rulers together, those that give a lead in administration and influence among the saints - not those that lord it over Gods heritage as abroad in the profession, the he-goats and the false shepherds that leave the flock to distress and disaster - but those that have got Jerusalem at heart, every exactor or ruler together. 

    Then it says And they shall be as mighty men, treading down the mire of the streets in battle. That is what is needed, dear brethren. Oh, the mire that would clog our feet, impede our movements forward in the testimony; it has got to be trodden down, and who are to tread it down? Every ruler together. The principle of the corner-stone, the principle of the nail, the principle of the battle bow, the principle of every ruler together, to tread down the mire so that the saints may not be impeded in their movements forward. Oh, the awfulness of the mire; how it would hold us, how it would hold our feet. You remember how Jeremiah in another set of circumstances sank in the mire. You remember how the Psalms speak of the mire. All these backbitings, wrong speakings, dishonouring of the saints, all that kind of thing is the mire of the streets and needs to be trodden down in the battle. How can we go forward in the victory, in the sense of enjoyment of the victory if the mire is not trodden down. And it says, and they shall fight, for Jehovah is with them, and then it says and the riders on horses shall be put to shame. What do they suggest? The riders on horses, we know what the scriptures speak about them; they that trust in horses and go down to Egypt for help; they will be put to shame. In the glorious matter, dear brethren, of revival and recovery that God is drawing our attention to there is no room for the riders on horses, just as in Isaiah there is no room in the streams of Zion for the galleys with oars or the gallant ships. Jehovah is to be supreme, God is to be supreme in all these matters. It says, And I will strengthen the house of Judah. That is, God will strengthen assembly features among the brethren - that is what the house of Judah means. David is linked with the house of Judah. God will strengthen the best side of things amongst the brethren. And I will save the house of Joseph. Oh, how much that brings into our minds as we think of Ephraim and how the prophets speak of Ephraim, how God says he is a dear son unto Me, child of delight; how the feelings of God enter into that matter of Ephraim. I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them back again; and I will have mercy upon them. And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their hearts shall rejoice as through wine. You remember that in Hosea Ephraim was referred to as a cake not turned - but not so here. It shows what God can do; when God comes into matters, what He can do, how He can make people stand on their feet, stand by the truth - they shall be like a mighty man, and their hearts shall rejoice as through wine. Stimulation is there. Holy jubilance is there in the sense of the victory that is linked with God in the position. Then it says and their children shall see it. Our children need to see it, dear brethren. How are they going to be held if the mire of the streets is not trodden down; we want to tread down the mire of the streets in our conversations in our houses; do not let us talk about the brethren in a way that will bring them down into the dust; do not let us make room for the mire of the streets. It says and the children shall see it. See what? See what God is doing, how He is turning Ephraim, making him like a mighty man, strengthening him in the conflict. And their children shall see it, and rejoice; their heart shall be joyful in Jehovah. That is how our children are going to come into things, by seeing what we are in the testimony as mighty men standing by the truth, going on in the truth. Our children will see it, and it says their hearts shall be joyful - in Ephraim? No, their hearts shall be joyful in Jehovah. It is delightful in the prophetic word to see these touches as to what transpires when God comes into the position. God says I will hiss for them and gather them; for I have redeemed them; and they shall multiply as they used to multiply. And I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children and return. And I will bring them again out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. And he shall pass through the sea of affliction, and shall smite the billows in the sea, and all the depths of the Nile shall dry up; and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. And I will strengthen them in Jehovah; and they shall walk in his name, saith Jehovah. Oh, the dignity, dear brethren, of the position. As every department of mans strength, mans pride and glory is brought down, the name of Jehovah in all its renown covers the position and we with our children walk in the light of it. May God bless the word. 
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    Zechariah 11

    We have seen in chapter 10 how Jehovah visits His flock for restoration, and makes them overcomers as having all strength in Himself. But chapter 11 shows the solemn consequences of His grace being refused. There is still a flock in view, but it can only be regarded as a flock of slaughter; that is, as a subject of judgment. Nationally this was the state of the people when the Lord came to them in the days of His flesh. John the baptist declared that the axe was laid to the root of the tree. Their possessors slew them, as Pilate did the Galileans. Their own shepherds did not pity them; the scribes and priests did nothing to help them; and they were in that state by the judgment of God. That was the state of things when Christ came, but He came to feed them all in grace if they would receive Him. But He discriminated between the flock of Slaughter, and those whom He speaks of as the poor of the flock, though, indeed, all were involved in the judgment which was imminent upon the nation. But the poor of the flock are distinguished in verse 11 as those that gave heed to me. They represented the godly remnant, who had owned the state of the nation by submitting to Johns baptism, and who, as repentant, gave heed to the true Shepherd, though He was rejected by those who were in the place of shepherds. As to those shepherds He says, my soul was vexed with them, and their soul also loathed me, verse 8. The three shepherds destroyed in one month would suggest that in the ministry of the Lord full testimony was given to the true character of the religious leaders of the people. They were morally destroyed by His exposure of them; He was vexed with them, and they loathed Him. They were left to perish, and to destroy one another; by their rebellion against the Roman power they brought destruction upon themselves and their city. But their rejection of the true Shepherd involved solemn consequences in the ways of God which are set forth symbolically in the two staves, Beauty and Bands. In the Lords ministry here He had before Him to take up the covenant with all the peoples of which the Scriptures had spoken. If Israel had received Him He would have become in Israel the gathering Centre for all the Gentiles also. He would have united Judah and Israel in brotherhood. His ministry to the flock had this in view, but the Soul of the shepherds loathed Him, so that His staff Beauty was cut asunder, and the covenant with all peoples which would have come into effect through Israel was broken. Nor was there any uniting of Judah and Israel in brotherhood; the staff Bands was cut asunder also. At the present time blessing has been secured for the Gentiles on quite different ground; that is, on the ground of the death and resurrection of Christ, and the present casting away of Israel through unbelief. 

    Our object at this time is to see if there is any present application of what comes out in this chapter. I think we shall find that there is, for there is now, as there was when the Lord was here. 

    a large body of people who profess to have relations with God, Christ is serving them, as He did Israel, for the present service of Christ is available for all in Christendom. All that is ministered publicly, both in the glad tidings and in the ministry to those who take Christian ground, is for the benefit of all in the Christian profession, but the present service of Christ is bringing to light that many loathe Him. He is still asking people what they think His service is worth; He says, If ye think good, give me my hire; and if not, forbear, verse 12. 1 believe we are all being constantly asked what price we prize Him at. The chief priests decided that it was worth thirty silver-pieces to get rid of Him, and Judas agreed that it was a fair price! He says, a goodly price that I was prized at by them. If Christ becomes loathsome to the shepherds, instead of valuing Him they will pay money as the price of His blood. But it is very striking that, though this scripture was fulfilled by the priests and Judas, as given in the prophet it has a permanent application. It is the Lord saying to each one of us, What do you think Me worth? What is My service worth in your estimation? The setting of it in the prophet is not exactly the price of His blood, but what did they think His service in Israel was worth? That is how He looked at the matter. It was their unworthy valuation of His service. 

    And Jehovah said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prized at by them. And I took the thirty silver-pieces, and cast them to the potter in the house of Jehovah, verse 13. It was impossible that Jehovah should allow Him to accept such a hire. It was to be cast to the potter to show, I think, how Jehovah resented such an unworthy estimate of Christ, but as being in His house it was there as a testimony. Everybody in Christendom is putting some estimate on the worth of Christ, and the worth of His service, and that estimate is before God in His house. If any of us have an unworthy estimate of Christ, how can God regard it otherwise than as calling for His judgment? Christendom is being judged at the present time by God on account of its unworthy estimate of Christ, and the staff Bands is being cut asunder. There is from time to time a thought of Christendom being re-united, but this can never be so long as Christ is cast aside as worthless. That is what the religious builders  the shepherds of that day  thought of Him, and it is so still though His name is professed. There is little brotherhood today because Christ is not valued; divisions amongst Christians would all disappear if Christ were more valued. Paul said, Is the Christ divided? If Christ and His precious service were more precious to every heart, how the walls which divide saints would crumble away! 

    If people do not value Christ they will get Antichrist, who is referred to in verses 15 - 17. They will get one who will do nothing for them; he will be a destructive shepherd, eating and tearing in pieces. John tells us that there were many Antichrists in his day; we may be sure that they have not diminished in number since. 

    It is for us now to see that we are among the poor of the flock who give heed to Christ. He is ready to speak to, and feed, those who value Him. Such have their own gathering Centre in the true Shepherd, and as following Him they become one flock. This is another character in which Christ is presented in this precious part of Scripture. We have seen Him as the Branch, the Builder, the King, the Priest, and now the Shepherd. May we value Him more in every way in which God brings Him before us! 

  

  
    ZECHARIAH 11 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)
    

    
    
  
  
    ZECHARIAH 11 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 11: 1 - 17

    CACI think we have observed in going through this book that there is a series of special subjects treated, almost a distinct subject in each chapter. We saw last week that God had visited His people for restoration and to make them overcomers  that is, the remnant  but in this chapter we see the solemn condition of the nation that would not be restored and that refused the service of the Shepherd. That was the state of Israel when the Lord came. It was such that they were not at all prepared to appreciate the service of the Shepherd, though He was there among them to render it; therefore there was nothing for the Shepherd in a state like that but judgment; the flock was a flock of slaughter. So the Lord when here had to discriminate between the nation generally and their shepherds, and the persons He speaks of as the poor of the flock, evidently a distinct class, distinct from the flock, which is a flock of slaughter. 

    RemFear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom. Are those they? 

    CACThey were evidently the poor of the flock. Our first hymn book said, For the Poor of the Flock. It was not a bad title. I suppose it was changed to The Little Flock for some reason, but it is not a bad title if you read it in the light of this chapter. They were those not going on with the self-righteousness of the nation, but who appreciated the service of the Lord. Of the nation John the Baptist said, The axe is applied to the root of the trees (Luke 3: 9). 

    RemThe first three verses are a sort of summary of the preliminary action of judgment of the nation. 

    CACYes, I thought so. Judgment is imminent. So when John the Baptist began his service he saw many of the class referred to here and said, Ye are a generation of vipers. That was the state of the nation when the Lord visited it. But the poor of the flock submitted to Johns baptism. It is all finished with us, we must go out of sight, they say. 

    RemThe thought of the remnant goes through. 

    CACThe thought of the remnant is the golden thread running through. We have the same kind of thing now. The man in the street would say, We are not heathen, not Mohammedans, we are Christians. Well, it is a flock of slaughter; that is, judgment is imminent. The condition is such that people are not prepared to appreciate Christ, and He served the flock of slaughter. His service is there now for all christendom, but it is only sin-convicted souls who can appreciate the Shepherd. They are people who can sing, We love to hear the Shepherds voice. 

    There were those in the place of shepherds, the scribes and Pharisees and the doctors of the law. The Lord was vexed with them, and they loathed Him  a very strong expression. I have often thought that the Lords death-warrant was signed at the beginning of His ministry when He said, Unless your righteousness surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter the kingdom of the heavens (Matthew 5: 20). They did not see their righteousness was in Him, if they would accept it (verse 8). That is the Lord speaking prophetically. I believe if things were put to the test He would be found loathsome to the religious leaders of today. The best bit of flesh in me hates God and hates Christ. Many people would say it is not true, but it is divinely true. And that led to the Lord not being appreciated in His readiness to serve. All today is for the religious leaders, for those who loathe Him, but there is no appreciation of Christ; it is a very solemn thing. He asks, What value do you put on My service, what do you think it is worth? He is the altogether lovely One. 

    CACIn the prophet it is put in a permanent form of application, so He says to everyone tonight, What value do you put on My service, what is it worth? It is not simply singing a beautiful hymn, but the practical side is whether we are ready to be more devoted to Him today than yesterday. 

    All is measured in the assembly by our appreciation of Christ. We value one another on that basis, not for social position or lack of it. It is a searching question, so He says, Give me my hire. This is said to you. And they weighed for my hire thirty silver-pieces. It is the price of a common slave. We might walk in company with the brethren or the Lord for a number of years and yet be ready to sell Him for a few shillings. It was cast to the potter in the house of Jehovah. Judas took the money and forced his way into the precincts of the house where none but priests could go, and it was there as a witness of what value men put on the service of Christ. 

    RemThings are estimated truly in the house. There the true value is the way in which they can speak of Him to God. 

    CACYes. As together in assembly there are certain organs of expression and they tell how they value Him, so that if it is in the Spirit every saint can say, That is just exactly what I should like to say. 

    Jehovah would not let Him take it, and said, Cast it unto the potter. Jehovah said that to Christ, Do not take it, it is not worth it. There may be some things said now to Christ like that. It is not worthy of Him. 

    RemIt is a question of whether we have counted Him preferable to other things during the week, otherwise it is only words. 

    CACThat would grow out of His service. How dear He became to those whom He had served and fed, and who had hearkened to His word. He has a value far beyond anything that I could express, every saint on earth would say. 

    RemHe brought us by His shepherd care to this week. 

    CACYes. So Christ is more precious this week than last, I am more prepared to suffer for Him this week than last  that is the normal progress of saints. The shepherds loathed Him, very strong language, but the poor of the flock value Him. 

    RemThey gave heed and knew it was the word of Jehovah. 

    CACAs we give heed, we become more and more convinced that what we hear is of God; we do not want books of Christian evidence. 

    QuesWhy the thought of the potter? 

    CACIt was cast to the potter in a kind of derision, do you not think? It is Gods derision of mans paltry estimate of the value of the service of Christ. But the assembly is a company where He is appreciated. The poor of the flock become the real flock, while Israel was His flock ostensibly. He became the centre and bond of communion, but then that is why a convert is drawn to the assembly, because he finds some who think much of Christ. Some think as much of Him as I do, and some think better of Christ than I do, he feels. That is the real way of coming into fellowship; you want to be with people who think well of Christ. Where there is want of appreciation of Christ, everything breaks down. He has to break both staves asunder; all fails in the connection with the non-appreciation of Christ. 

    QuesWhy are the staves called Beauty and Bands, what is the signification of the names? 

    CACLast week we were reminded of the beauty of God, and you suggested that beauty is graciousness; now the moral beauty of God came out in His desire that all nations should share with Israel in the blessedness of Christ. That was the covenant made to Abraham. In thee shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. They were to be the first to appreciate Christ, and then all nations. If they did not, then all Gods design for the nations broke down. I know it was taken up in a new way after His resurrection, but it all broke down with them, and the leaders loathed Him. 

    RemI thought the staff was connected with the care of the sheep. 

    CACAnd His thought was the Lord serving Israel, and if all appreciated Him there, it would widen out to all nations. But instead Israel became a curse to all the nations, 

    and is so to this day. They carry the hatred of Christ to all the nations, the rod is broken asunder. 

    And then Bands, And I cut asunder mine other staff, Bands, to break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel, that is, the Lord had in mind that Judah and Israel should be united in the appreciation of Himself. 

    RemIsrael is what He had in mind, but it all broke down. 

    CACThese thoughts that broke down are taken up in a new way in the assembly. The thought of brotherhood is taken up in the assembly. It was to be founded on the appreciation of the Shepherd, and it was broken. God is working today to bring about brotherhood founded on the appreciation of Christ. The unity of the one flock is brought about by appreciation of the Shepherd. There shall be one flock, one shepherd. A public unity might have been even yet if the appreciation of Christ had not failed. All divisions show governmentally that the rod Bands is broken. 

    RemThat he should also gather together into one the children of God who were scattered abroad (John 11: 52). 

    CACNon-appreciation of Christ is the cause of all divisions, whatever people may say about doctrine or personal grievance or differences of opinion. 

    RemThe potter is concerned with the clay, which is out of the earth, earthly. 

    CACYes, we have to come to the Shepherd  a new character of Christ. This book is rich with presentations of Christ, as Builder, as the Branch, as Priest and King, and now as Shepherd. There is power in the Shepherd to unify all the people of God in the world. There is no pleasure to God in a national religion, or in adopting the principles of a particular sect. What God delights in is appreciation of Christ and that saints should walk together on that ground and no other. We find the Spirit never deviates from that ground. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine, and shall announce it to you (John 16: 14). There would be no difficulties then. These scriptures are the word of God to us here tonight. We must pray more in secret on this line. What is the good of coming to a meeting without having prayed beforehand? We should pray for more appreciation of Christ: Lord, increase my appreciation of Christ in this meeting, may I appreciate Thee more than ever in my life before. All phrases and expressions would then be cast to the potter. It is the fresh appreciation of Christ, I see more and more, that is the thing to be at. 

    The last verse refers to antichrist, and it is either Christ or antichrist, there is nothing between. The foolish shepherd is antichrist, and christendom is drifting very quickly towards the time when they will refuse Christ. The wolf scattereth the sheep. John says, Even now there have come many antichrists. They had distinguished the two influences at work. There is that which is of God leading us to value Christ more and more every week, and that tending to take us away from Christ. This is a very wholesome chapter. 
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    ZECHARIAH 11 (JND 38)

    Zechariah 11

    This manifestly begins a new prophecy. 

     7, 8. This is the reply to Sharezer and Regem-melech, i.e., the people in them. 

     9. This, and the following verse, is the general prophecy of the result suggested by that. Here we have Christ personally brought before us, in connection with these results, and the state in which the restored  a new thought  position of blessing would be through the shepherds, and the wickedness of them that dwell therein. Much of this was exemplified at the first coming of our Lord, but there is much that has not its ultimate accomplishment till all the nations are gathered together in the Land of Israel, and the Jews are restored to their pride, and the Lord act upon them at His second coming. 

    If the Lord had assumed the shepherd-hood of the Jews in that day, His dominion and care should have been over all the earth. Now this would have embraced all the peoples, but, on His refusing the shepherd-hood, to whom the gathering of the nations was to be, He broke the covenant with the am-mim (peoples), and took the children which God had given Him for His portion, till He be the Jehovah of His people, and King (Solomon) over all the earth. It is a case similar to Numbers 14:34, though of larger extent. The Jews stood here as the most favoured representatives of the race, and the only difference was, they would not receive Him, as the others did not know Him. The result of this, however, is the position of the am-mim and goi-im (nations) towards Jerusalem, which was, as it were, unhindered, but whose actings would be different towards it, though in intention a mere prey to both. But this distinction was only brought into illustrated action in the last days. 

    This chapter cannot be understood without a careful examination of John 10. 

     10. Note this expression am-mim (peoples). It opens out a vast field in the chapter; compare the important analogous language in Deuteronomy 33:3, and Genesis 49:10. I do not think am-mim is ever used for the children of Israel, but that it has always a definite and distinct meaning. Here we may refer to Deuteronomy 32:8, and this seems to me to be the point of the Gospel of John  His Sonship, and the world. Yet, as Son, He was Heir as Solomon, i.e., with the Jews. 

     11, 12. These give the question of official agency in which He might be rejected, as between Him and the people. 

     13. How various are the instruments by which the Lord does His acts! We see this illustrated here. 

    This and the following verse give the personal acts, and that which immediately concerned His Person, with the Lord and His purposes  the sure and certain order, both of His willing character, and sufferings, and exaltation, and manifestation as Jehovah. His suffering and judgment in a higher capacity than men, dispersed relationship to the Jewish nation though including it; you may compare Isaiah 49. 

     16. Young one is rather cast out, driven out, the word is na-ar (a wanderer). 
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    KNOWLEDGE (JT 79)

    John 6:67 - 69; Hosea 6:3; Zechariah 11:11

    I have in mind to speak about knowledge, as in the expression the knowledge of the Holy, involving spiritual knowledge  a very wide and great subject. I shall endeavour to be concise, for in no sense could anyone be exhaustive, in fact, no one should attempt to be exhaustive in addressing the people of God as to Christ and His things. We can only know in part, and understand and speak in part, for speaker and hearers are necessarily limited; and the Lord graciously presents the truth to us in part, or in parts, taking account of our limitations, and specially as to our capacity for retention. Take, for instance, the garments of the high priest; in the types they are brought before us in parts, necessarily so, one garment covering him altogether, as you might say  the cloak; for personal beauty and line and grace are not what are prominent in service, but efficiency. There is, therefore, a great covering garment, which could not have been on the Beloved One who is described in the Song of Songs  for the spouse speaks of him in part according to his personal figure, graces, members: that is a question of love, of reciprocated love. But in service that is not the prominent thought, but efficiency. The garments of the high priest are given separately and are severally described, so that we may take them in severally and, according to our measure, piece them together and see them all in order upon him. I mention that, dear brethren, to illustrate what I have in mind before I proceed. There is no question of presenting anything exhaustive, but what may serve in part that we may learn; for each of these meetings is intended thus, that we should learn one thing at a time  we are scarcely able for more; not that each one may not get some feature for himself, but generally that is the intent in these meetings. 

    So I take up Peter to illustrate how knowledge is acquired, the knowledge of the holy, as I may say, for that is what he had in mind in his answer to the Lords enquiry. He places faith before knowledge, for the knowledge of God and of Christ and of the things of God and of Christ, heavenly things, can only be taken in or possessed by believers. The natural intellect may go some way, but the natural mind never has a right thought on the things of God. I doubt very much whether any creed gives the right thought of any doctrine, the right spiritual intent in it; all must be on the principle of faith, and in truth faith is what is impossible to the natural man. Faith has not to do with what is visible, the bearing of it is upon what is invisible, and that is necessarily outside the range of the natural mind. So Peter here is one of the twelve, he appears as representative of the twelve whom the Lord had chosen: He says, Have not I chosen you the twelve?  he is representative of them in this particular setting. And in his answer to the Lords enquiry, Will ye also go away?, he indicates plainly for us the way of knowledge. So we should pay strict attention to the words, which indeed the Authorised Version does not give correctly, but in the New Translation it reads, We have believed and known  that is spiritual history which ought to set every believer in motion as it is presented to him. It is well to be directed back to your spiritual history; we are very fond of reverting to our birthdays and to anything that gives us distinction since those days  the camera helps in that way, as well as the autograph album  but it is well to take a retrospective view of ones whole spiritual history. A believer is an entity, he is a known entity in heaven  a very great fact  he is in the Whos Who book there certainly. Much perhaps is known there that even he has now forgotten. It is a great comfort, in one way, that things are not forgotten, that nothing is omitted there. I believe the histories of Gods people are a perfect delight to God, as He is able to view them abstractly  to view them apart from what may be discreditable; not that He omits that either, a solemn matter!  but God takes account of His own abstractly, that is leaving out, as He alone can, what is not to be included finally. God can afford to do that, speaking reverently, and indeed, I can afford to do it as to myself too. It is a poor thing to pursue a line and keep adding to what must be left out finally  yet, alas, one can do that. Johns first epistle is intended to teach us how to think abstractly; how to reckon with God according to His work in us, how to understand that, as Christ is, we also are in this world (chapter 4:17) and that every one begotten of God does not sin, that he keeps himself and the wicked one does not touch him (chapter 5:18). That is a part of our education, beloved friends, that is perhaps little understood, but it is a very great part; that one is entitled, and indeed required, to take a view of ones spiritual history, to go over it: that is what the wilderness, in one sense, is intended to teach us  the wilderness in the book of Numbers. It is after they reach what we speak of as the springing well, a well that sprang up after it was digged. Digging is a process that is not seen at the beginning, it is a habit you acquire, meaning the removing of what hinders the springing up of the Spirit. There is something within that is wonderful  let it come up, give it vent! You acquire the habit of removing what hinders, and what follows on that is movement. After the digging here, they moved on, as you will remember, until they got to Pisgah, which, as we are told, looks over the surface of the waste (Numbers 21:20); that is, it is a sort of retrospective view of the wilderness  as to what God has been to them in it. You may take account of all that history as to what God has been to you, and what you have been to God. How Caleb would have loved to do that! Caleb and Joshua came out of Egypt, and entered into Canaan, they represent the spiritual element in the christian that goes right through. Take Joshua  how he would revert to his companionship with Moses on the mount, and what hundreds of things he would recall! And so Caleb  on the confines of the land  looks back some forty or forty-five years and tells Joshua what he was then; he did not forget. That was history, spiritual history. And, having reviewed it and put it in its order in the present  what a present!  what does faith say? What hath God wrought! (Numbers 23:23)  that is what faith says; not what I have done; I have to put my hand upon my mouth in regard to that, and cover it; I may have much to be ashamed of, but What hath God wrought!. In spite of what I have done, in spite of what I have been, He carries on His work. A study of the book of Deuteronomy will fill your soul with this line of things. The blessing of Moses the man of God is not anticipative, it is retrospective; the things he speaks of in the tribes were in some sense practical, that is, they denote what God has wrought, and that leads to praise. At this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!. Heaven knows all that; God is eternally occupied, every day, and every hour, and every minute, with His own work; far transcending the interest He had in the great physical system is His delight in the work He is carrying on moment by moment in myriads of persons, with the great result to bring into view, what He has wrought! 

    Well now, I think Peter gives us the clue to this; he says, We have believed and known. What have they believed? and what have they known? That the One who was despised amongst them and had been rejected of men was the Christ. You may say, No wonder Peter knew that, for the Father told him; but that is not the point here, the point here is past spiritual history. We have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God!  that was what they had come to. That is to say, it is a question of faith first, faith in the Lord Jesus as to who He was; not yet, what He could do; faith in His saving work will come in later; the point here is who He was. How can I start out in the field of knowledge save as I get to the Centre of it, to the Source of it, to the Sustainer of it? And that is Christ  who He is  the holy one of God. Beginning with Him, there is no end really to the knowledge  it ever widens and deepens. Thou art the holy one of God, Peter says, we have believed and known it. I would again suggest, dear brethren, the importance of looking back in this sense, and seeing how you have begun, and whether you have been building up on a right foundation in regard to the knowledge you have acquired. 

    Well now, the Old Testament ever supports what we get in the New, and in the book of Hosea we have, We shall know; this is, as I may say, the spirit of prophecy; but it is also the spirit of the remnant, and it is a great matter to come into possession of the spirit of the remnant. There is, in the Old Testament, the Spirit of Christ, the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of the remnant. The spirit of the remnant is a humble, broken spirit, with nothing vaunting about it, for they are just a remnant, marked by tears as to what had been, joy as to what will be, and present comfort in what is, for God never forsakes His people: the spirit of the remnant marks what has been, and what will be, and what is. That is, there is enough to sustain faith in the darkest period of the history of Gods people. The prophets are of immense importance in that way, the spirit of Christ in them is full of victory, of battling with every possible difficulty and overcoming it; that is the spirit of Christ. It was remarkably portrayed in the passage in Zechariah, a most vigorous chapter on the part of the Spirit of Christ, even as to the destruction of the shepherds, that the poor of the flock might be saved. So in Hosea 6, the remnant speak of revival, of being raised up: the third day he will raise us up, a beautiful understanding of the principle of resurrection. On the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before his face (verse 2). What confidence! what victory indeed, there is in that! And so it goes on, And we shall know  one would love to see the young brothers and sisters moving in this way  they are, I believe, but there is a great lack of energy in following things up: the Spirit of God is active constantly in bringing things out for us, bringing things to our attention. The apostle says to Timothy, Thou  hast been thoroughly acquainted or, as it may read hast fully followed up. It is rarely that one meets with a young brother who fully follows up the thread of the testimony, that which God is continuously and constantly presenting by one and another. We cannot afford to miss any of it. Thou hast been thoroughly acquainted, says the apostle, with my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings (2 Timothy 3:10). I believe Timothy would read every letter that he heard Paul had written; I believe that he would seek to hear every address that Paul gave, every word that he spoke. That was the attitude of Timothy, and it is the attitude that is proper to our time; it is urgent that nothing should be omitted that the Lord gives. So here, We shall know, that is the statement, there is no doubt about it  then we shall know  why should not I  know if others do? Why should I be ignorant if others know? I know of no reason why any one of us here should not know; it is a question of diligence. Here the spirit of the remnant says, We shall know, but it does not stop there  We shall follow on to know  that is resolve. Resolution is a great matter in the things of God, as in all else  we shall follow on to know. And then it adds for encouragement  the spirit of the remnant says, His going forth is assured as the morning dawn; and he will come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain which watereth the earth. That is the expectation, dear brethren. How beautiful and exhilarating is the thought! Think of the Lord Jesus, for instance, as He rose from the dead, His going forth, what that meant  it was truly the dawn of morning. Did one have the opportunity of watching with intelligence the movements of Christ, His going forth, how exhilarating and refreshing it would be! how full of hope is His going forth! And then His coming as the rain; how the Lord comes in on His people refreshing us, as He does! Many of us know it. These things are set together as incentives to us in following on. Let us not be weary, beloved, in following up the things the Lord gives. There is no thought of His relaxing in this respect, the ministry will go on. I see the Lord preparing for it in the many young He is raising up to serve as it is going on, and He is preparing them that it should go on, and it is for us generally to follow it up. We shall follow on to know Jehovah, and there will be ample recompense for us in His going forth and His coming upon us as a refreshing rain causing fruitfulness to God, and refreshment to ourselves. 

    Then in chapter 11 of the prophet Zechariah, we have, as I said, great vigour in the Spirit of Christ. This often appears amongst us: occasions arise which call for vigour  vigorous dealing with what is opposed; and for discrimination too; so that the poor of the flock come distinctly into view. That is a great matter, to bring them clearly into view  the poor of the flock. They are called in this chapter the flock of slaughter; that is to say, the saints of God, as faithful in any given time, are viewed thus: they are always exposed, as the apostle said, We are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter (Romans 8:36). But then he adds, In all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us (verse 37). The poor of the flock are regarded peculiarly in this chapter. Jehovah says, Feed the flock of slaughter, whose possessors slay them without being held guilty; and they that sell them say, Blessed be Jehovah! for I am become rich; and their own shepherds pity them not. How vigorous that is! The servants business is to feed the flock of slaughter, and the true servant will see that he does; he said, I fed the flock of slaughter, truly the poor of the flock ... And I destroyed three shepherds in one month. How vigorous he was; and in times like these vigour is required, in facing things, but making sure of the flock, the poor of the flock, and providing for them. That is the spirit of the shepherd, providing for the poor of the flock, and, in providing for them, the Lord in spirit says, The poor of the flock that gave heed to me knew that it was the word of Jehovah. It is a comfort to every servant that he may be assured of this, that if he feeds the poor of the flock, they will, as it says, give heed to him. You may be sure of that. Of course this is speaking of Christ, in the full sense of it, but then all the under-shepherds necessarily take character from Christ, and if I feed the flock, they will wait upon me; it is to their advantage to wait upon him who feeds them, but they do it in love. How the poor of the flock were attached to Christ when He was here! Take those women who followed Him from Galilee  that was a long way for women in those days, there was very little provision, I apprehend, for travel. They followed Him to the cross; they stood by the cross of Jesus; they followed Him to the limit, as I might say. What comfort it would have given to the Lord as He hung there to look upon them! How attached to Him they were! Luke says they ministered to him in following Him. They did not look for recompense, nor for their travelling expenses; no, they thought only of Him: they ministered to Him of their substance, they waited upon Him! Did they have any doubt as to Him? None; they knew, it says, that it was the word of Jehovah. Is there not a great lesson in that for us all? As fed by the Good Shepherd through the under-shepherds, we wait upon them, we feel how essential they are to us, every one of them, and the poor of the flock discern the word of Jehovah  they knew, it says, that it was the word of Jehovah; no less than that! Not simply the word of an ordinary rabbi, which term Judas could use  no, they would say, like Mary Magdalene, Rabboni, my Teacher; or they would say Lord, like Mary of Bethany; they would sit at His feet. Did Mary of Bethany ever question, think you, what Jesus said? Never; it was to her the word of Jehovah. And as I am ministered to, I minister, I wait upon those that minister, and I have discernment; I know the word of the Lord when I hear it. The poor of the flock that gave heed to me knew that it was the word of Jehovah. Let others say what they will, the poor of the flock know; that is an immense thing that there are some anyway, who are fed as the poor of the flock, who know the word of the Lord. The servant can be assured of this, dear brethren, that those that are ministered to, those that are fed, will discern; the poor of the flock will discern the true ministry, they will discern the word of God, that is, the word of Jehovah, as it says here. 

    That is all I have in mind, dear brethren. There is much, as I said before, that could be said on this great subject. If one were to go into Ephesians, for instance, with ones little ability, what a field there is! The principle there is just what I have been saying; the apostle says, Having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention of you at my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory  think of all that, think of what was in his mind  would give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him, being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe (chapter 1:15 - 19) Who can go over that wonderful field? But it is for us and the Holy Spirit would lead us on; if we follow on to know, we shall get into that great Ephesian field of knowledge. How infinitely beyond any field of scientific knowledge, so-called, is the knowledge of God in His great thoughts. And the Holy Spirit in us would give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him! 
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    HOW GOD HAS BROKEN OFF ALL RELATIONS WITH THE WORLD (JT 98)

    Zechariah 11: 4 - 14; John 10: 10 - 16

    I have before me tonight to seek to show how God has broken off all relations with the world. There have been three worlds with which God stood connected. The first was that which was before the flood. It was owned in a certain relation as proceeding from Seth, the man whom God gave to Adam and Eve instead of Abel. His name signifies that he was appointed, and his posterity is given in Genesis S. God stood in a measure related to that world. There was one man in it who walked with God, and in that way maintained what was due to Him, no doubt as a testimony. That man was translated, and another appears to take his place. The appearance of Noah became a resting-place for the heart and mind of God, and in Noah He perceives one in whom He could inaugurate and set up another world; hence He breaks His relations with the first world. He gave men one hundred and twenty years, and during all that time there was one man who was endued with the Spirit of Christ; he was endued with the spirit of evangelisation. What grace on Gods part; but all in vain! There was a complete termination of that world; but then it was replaced by another, for Genesis 9 records the establishment of another world. It was set up on another work, but owned of God, and He entered into a covenant with it. That would receive divine support. There was in the cloud the token of Gods covenant. What was the result? We are told that men deliberately chose to eliminate God from their knowledge. The men of that world, in spite of all the kindness and power that God showed them, deliberately chose to eliminate God from their knowledge, and God gave them up. He then called out Abram and, in calling out Abram, He judged the second world, and, in the seed of Abram, God established another world. God never gives up the idea of a world; He loves the idea of a world as it says, God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal, John 3: 16. So that there is the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak (Hebrews 2: 5), a world that abides, the world of our Lord and of his Christ, Revelation 11: 15. God never severs His connection with that world, but I want to show that God severs His connection with the world He established in connection with Abrahams seed. 

    If God gives up a world, what will men do? Men are banding together; what they did in Genesis 11 is what they are doing today. If God withdraws His support, what will the world do? It must become self-supporting. It is a solemn day we are living in; it is a day of brotherhoods. But God not only severed His connection with the world, but He says, I will break up your brotherhoods (Zechariah 11: 14). What are brotherhoods for? To make man self-supporting. They say in Genesis 11, Let us build ourselves a city and a tower, the top of which may reach to the heavens. Towers are witnesses to the esteem in which men hold themselves; their object is to exalt men to heaven. Let us build ourselves a city; it is the idea of centralisation, not simply binding together, but making themselves conspicuous. God paralyses the system. How easily God can do it! You remember what took place at the tomb of Jesus, as recorded by Matthew. It says that they sealed the stone and set a watch. What did the seal mean? It represented all the Roman power. But an angel came down and he set aside all that power! It says he came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it, 

    and none dare touch him! He could have smitten all the legions of Rome. Do you remember how many one angel of old slew? A hundred and eighty-five thousand! (See 2 Kings 19: 35). So the angel sat upon the stone at the sepulchre in solemn irony. Suppose you take all the armies and navies of the world and bring them together, and God was to use lightning-the angels look was as lightning-how quickly He could obliterate them! In a moment He could do it. But for the time being all are allowed to continue, and God uses all that power in support of the gospel. The Lord in resurrection sends the apostles to disciple the nations, not to destroy them, and says, Behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age, Matthew 28: 20. 

    Now the prophet says, I took my staff, Beauty. That staff represents what was in the mind of God with regard to Israel. They were taken out and set above all the nations, and divine beauty put upon them; the proposal of God was that Israel should be a nation of priests. Think of the beauty of Aarons garments! That was what was in the mind of God for Israel. The Lord came, not to break up that covenant, but to make it effective. I have given thee, says Jehovah, for a covenant of the people. He came in as the expression of the heart of God for the people; but there was no response. He found the shepherds murderers and thieves, and as to the people, He says, We have piped to you, and ye have not danced. Have you ever danced to the gospel? David danced before Jehovah when the ark came into the city of David (2 Samuel 6: 14). Christ came in with all the affections of God for the people. When He drew near to the city of Jerusalem He wept. He felt their sin, but what He did feel specially was their indifference. He says, How often would I have gathered thy children as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!, Matthew 23: 37. 

    And so He breaks off His connection with them. There is one other staff remaining, the staff that symbolised the unity of Judah and Israel. If you maintain relations with each other when unity with God is broken, it is iniquity. Unities today are to render man independent of God. Where are you? Are you connected with any unity, any society, any brotherhood in the world? Jacob says, Simeon and Levi are brethren; the name is external, for it goes on, Instruments of violence their swords. The name is deceptive, even if divinely given, when it is connected with what is contrary to God, For in their anger they slew men, and in their wantonness houghed oxen. Self will is the order of the day, and God intends to deliver men from it. Jacob says, My soul, come not into their council; mine honour, be not united with their assembly, Genesis 49: 6. Whatever may be the pretensions, it only remains for God to bring in Christ, to bring out what is there. All will work out in the support of Him who comes in His own name. What are you going to do with Jesus? 

    He says in the language of the prophet here, Give me my hire. Are you going to sell Him? Are you going to barter Him? 

    I would appeal to the young. Satan is seeking to gain your soul by something of this world, but the Lord puts Himself before you. What are you going to do? His voice appeals to you tonight, Give me my hire. And so it says here, They weighed for my hire thirty silver-pieces. What are you going to sell Him for? Are you going to give up Jesus for the world? The Lord had nothing but kindness in His heart for Judas. How much has the Lord given for you? I love to read Peters writings for one reason; he uses adjectives by which he shows his appreciation of Christ. He speaks of precious promises, and of being redeemed by precious blood. He says, Ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible things, as silver or gold ... but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, the blood of Christ. Has that any weight in your soul? Did you ever admit the Lords title to you? He has redeemed us and He lays claim to His property. Do you admit it? If there is one thing I glory in, it is that I belong to the company of the redeemed. Young people are in danger of despising christians because they seem to be in the minority; but they are really in the majority. Enoch was in the sense of it when he says, Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, yet he was alone at that time. The prophet John too saw vast multitudes; can you number them? There are those who have admitted the Lords claim and as recognising that they are His by right of redemption, He puts His seal upon them. The seal is the gift of the Spirit. Have you received it? At the end of John 3 we read that The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand. That is what I would call an economy of affection. 

    Now, what is the result? In chapter 4 the Lords proposal is to give living water to the woman at Jacobs well, and the giving is equal to the authority. 

    I want, in closing, to refer to the flock in John 10. It was Gods mind that His people should be banded together. The covenant is divine beauty put upon us; that is the staff called Beauty. Then there is the staff called Bands or Binders. What are the binders? The unity of the Spirit. In Zechariah 11 God scatters, but there were the poor of the flock. I used to be ashamed of the poverty of the Lords people; but the Lord says, The poor of the flock that gave heed to me. In John 10 therefore the Lord brings in a brotherhood. In chapter 4 He gives the Spirit and that Spirit in you produces certain affections. You have the same Spirit with which Jesus was anointed, and Jesus gives it to us. The Spirit forms affections; and these affections crave kindred affections. Christ as the Shepherd calls His own sheep out; He does not leave you alone, He gives you the Spirit, and He will care for you. The voice of the Shepherd is the voice of affection for your soul. But what will He do with you? It says, There shall be one flock, one shepherd. Sheep are defenceless creatures; they allow their wool to be taken away. It says of the Lord Himself, He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth, Isaiah 53: 7. But they cannot touch you spiritually; you belong to the flock, tended by the Shepherd. It is unity, unity of nature. That is the thought of unity in Johns gospel. And you have the society of those that have the same affections as yourself. 

    May God bless the word. 
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    THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST (SMC 4)

    Zechariah 11: 7 - 14; Zechariah 12: 5 - 14; Zechariah 13: 4 - 9

    These passages that one has read are somewhat lengthy, but it was necessary to read them because of what one has upon ones heart to refer to tonight, namely, the sufferings of Christ. 

    The sufferings of Christ in themselves are an immense subject, but they are a subject that we do not know enough about; a subject, perhaps, and a theme, in the apprehension and appreciation of which we have not allowed the Spirit to help us as we should. I am referring to what I notice in myself when I say that. But it is a theme, that if engaged on with the help of the Spirit, will draw us nearer and nearer to the One Whom we love, Who has suffered so, our Saviour. We need to make room in our minds for the teaching that enters into the foundations of the truth of the glad tidings. I am sure if we better understood the sufferings of Christ in relation to the atonement, we should be more delivered from the influence of sin and sins. For when we see what it meant to Him, what it cost Him that we might be initially set up in relation to God, according to the way He has made Himself known in the terms of the glad tidings, if we allow the Spirit to bring more home to our souls what enters into these foundations, in relation to the sufferings of Christ, we should be far better men and women in the assembly. 

    There is nothing so cold as a knowledge of the truth in the mind, that has never affected the soul or the conscience. It is so easy to let our souls drift into a state of indifference in regard to the teaching of the knowledge of God, in the elements of it in the gospel; but we must never assume, dear brethren, to get to a point, as long as we are here in the public position, where the sufferings of Christ are forgotten, or that there are loftier subjects to engage us so that we leave them behind. The sufferings of Christ underlie everything that we have together, and everything that we enjoy together; and we need to allow teaching in relation to the sufferings of Christ to infiltrate into our minds, to enter our hearts, so that we might be softer and more mellowed in our spirits under the preciousness of their touch. 

    We want to beware, dear brethren, of going with things merely externally, for there is a constant tendency with us to live at a distance from divine Persons, while invariably ostensibly clinging to the truth, as Mr. Darby has said in relation to Jerusalem, and their sorrows in the last days in the reception of the antichrist. To be in outward nearness to God and yet inwardly not so, is a terrible thing, and to invest ones heart with the Name of God, clothing oneself with it as a cloak of pride, a buckler, so that the arrows of God do not reach the conscience. What could be more dreadful than what the Lord Jesus has to say to Jerusalem: Your house is left unto you desolate. And Jerusalem is the centre of the prophecy that I have read from; God has it in mind from the beginning to the end. In Haggai it is the house, special allusion being made to the matter of the glory of the house, but in Zechariah Jerusalem is the central point, everything is measured in relation to Jerusalem. Jerusalem is a wonderful type of the assembly. The more we read the prophets, and especially this prophet, we shall see that Jerusalem is the apple of Gods eye. Indeed this language is used. Everything in this book, the great powers and authorities among the nations, are all being regulated in relation to Jerusalem; and we want to see that we cherish what God cherishes, the assembly is Gods chief interest on earth at the present moment, so it should be our chief interest. Indeed, the practical result of the apprehension and enjoyment of union with Christ, the heavenly Man, the exalted Man, is that His interests become our interests; and we can see in the epistle to the Ephesians that the assembly is His great interest. He has gone the full length to secure the assembly, He has endured the sufferings, He has endured the cross, that the assembly might be His. He has taken up the sin question, that the moral history of sin and shame linked with the members of the assembly should be fully cleared. All the nourishing and cherishing features of His ministry and service at the present time are directed towards the assembly. And this book would make much of Jerusalem in our minds and before our hearts. It is not the mere ecclesiastical position, as we might refer to it; for we can see in all that is around us what disaster attaches to a professed external nearness to God, yet with hearts that are far from Him. And now in this passage that I have read, Jerusalem is in mind, Israel is in mind; and I want to draw attention to the Lord Jesus in His ministry and service in this relation. 

    Chapter 11 of the book of Zechariah opens by drawing our attention to the way that the power of man and the force of man has swept in on Israel and overcome the position. The noble ones are spoiled, the cedars are devoured. It is the overrunning scourge of human resource in mans power and strength, entering upon the realm that belongs to God. 

    For we can understand as we read the opening chapters of the gospel by Luke, the pathos of the position to those with a godly heart and a godly mind, such as Zacharias and Elizabeth. How they felt the Roman yoke, and the fact that the resources linked with mans uncontrolled power and energy, had entered on the realm of Immanuels land, and were holding in captivity what belonged to God. We might apply it in principle, dear brethren, to the whole scene around us following in the wake of the Reformation. That great servant of God, Martin Luther, was raised up to bring out that important feature of the glad tidings, justification by faith. What a service he rendered to all! But in what followed in the great Protestant movement, the resources of man came into play, the Spirit of God was set aside, and the whole position marred by the assertion of the might of human intellect in the things of God. These are real matters. How we should sorrow with godly sorrow over our brethren who are held captive in these spheres and systems around us, where the might and sway of the power of man and the intellect of man is known. How we should be crying to God, in view of the imminence of the rapture, for their emancipation. They will all be emancipated at the coming of the Lord; we shall not go up without them, dear brethren; we shall all go up together. Wonderful things will be done, but we will not go up without our brethren around us. They shall go up with us. But we should be thinking more and more, as to the awfulness of the enforcement of the mind of man in the realm of God, in relation to Gods property, what belongs to God. We are to be with God in a priestly way as to all these matters. Let us not think alone of what we enjoy so blessedly in the light of Philadelphia, as faithful to the truth. Let us cherish the promise of the Lord Jesus to Philadelphia to those who are faithful to the truth: I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial. What a promise! How we cherish it! But let us think of those that are around, and let us pray for them; and if we meet them on the way, let us serve them in view of their extrication. Not returning to them, as the word is, Let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them. And if we meet them on that returning path, let us serve them so that they might be liberated. God is not unmindful of these conditions. He realises what man in his responsibility has entrenched himself upon. It is Immanuels land, it is Gods realm. 

    There are those who are referred to here as the possessors. It says, whose possessors slay them without being held guilty. Think of the ravages of the lawless mind and will of man, ravaging the heritage of God, pillaging what belongs to God, and yet not being held guilty. It says, they that sell them; think of the flock of God being sold. What a disaster! And it says, they that sell them say, Blessed be Jehovah! for I am become rich. All this kind of thing, outward nearness to God, but inwardly far from Him. The Name of Jehovah, the Name of God being used as a buckler to keep the arrows of the truth, the arrows of God, from affecting the conscience. But God is taking account of these matters. He is intervening in this section of the prophet; and the word to the Messiah is, Feed the flock of slaughter. That is, the Lord Jesus is contemplated as coming into these conditions in the early chapters of Luke and linking on with the remnant; as it says in verse 7 that we began with, So I fed the flock of slaughter, truly the poor of the flock. Oh! the lowly service of Jesus, of our Lord Jesus Christ, in linking on with the remnant under the oppression of the Roman yoke, to say nothing of what happened in relation to the leaders amongst the Jews. And it says, So I fed the flock of slaughter. Think of a suffering and afflicted people, the flock of slaughter, the remnant viewed as the poor of the flock, without human resource, a poor and afflicted people, whose trust is in the Name of Jehovah, whose trust is in God. And the Lord Jesus linked on with them, entering into and bearing and carrying in His spirit all the sorrows of the remnant. What suffering it involved for Christ, in all the perfection of His holy sensibilities as Man, that unique humanity that was His, untouched, unspoiled by sin and its workings, the One who was perfect in every way here, with undulled sensibilities; not like us with our contact with sin! What He must have felt, as in His ministry and teaching He looked over the position, and saw the position of the poor of the flock; How He links on with it! It was to involve suffering for Him, as we shall see; it was to involve His death, His rejection. But let us drink into the spirit and grace of our Saviour, and our Master who has left us a model, that we should follow in His steps. He has suffered for us to this end, and we are to take our share in suffering; although there are sufferings in relation to Christ that we could never have part in, but which affect our souls as we contemplate them. 

    It goes on to say, I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the flock. I fed the flock. We have been thinking about this administrative service of Christ, how He came in by the door to lead out the flock. And so it says here, I fed the flock. Oppressed in anguish of spirit and of soul under the yoke of the nations, yet He links on with them, thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. He links Himself on with the remnant in that state of oppression of mind and anguish of soul, and it says, I fed the flock. Oh! the instances in the gospels that speak of His feeding the flock. These two staves remind us of Christ as the bond in relation to the nations and the bond in relation to Israel and Judah. You remember when Simeon came into the temple how he took the Child, and received Him into his arms. What grace, that He who was so high in glory should stoop so low in grace, linking on with humanity representatively in Simeon in such a way, in such accessibility that Simeon could receive Him into his arms! And as Simeon receives him into his arms his soul is expanded in that view of the thoughts of God, that only the reception of Christ in this way can give. And so he speaks of a light for revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. And these two staves have to do with these two thoughts. The Lord Jesus served in Israel, having in mind the unity of Judah and Israel, having in mind the brotherhood, but they rejected Him, they said, This is the heir; come, let us kill him. They appraised Him at a contemptuous price. Oh! the awfulness of outward external nearness to God, but the conscience unaffected by divine light, as in the ministry of Christ to these that I am referring to, Israel and Judah. And before going on to speak of the staff, it says, I destroyed three shepherds in one month; and my soul was vexed with them, and their soul also loathed me. And I said, I will not feed you; that which dieth, let it die; and that which perisheth let it perish; and let them which are left eat every one the flesh of another. It shows the position arrived at as light from God is rejected in a ministry of Christ among the remnant. Jerusalems house was left unto her desolate. How the Lord weeps over the position in Luke 19, as He draws near and thinks of the wealth of ministry towards that city, but the hardness that marked them in the rejection of light from God. 

    The Lord felt it. As I have said He wept over Jerusalem. He says, I took my staff. Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the peoples. This matter refers to the nations, to the peoples; the staff was broken. Then he says later on, And I cut asunder mine other staff, Bands, to break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. The teaching is that the inheritance of the nations was to be taken up in relation to the position in Israel, but being rejected and refused, the staff, Beauty, had to be broken. But the Lord will come back to that great moment. What a time, when as in the light of the prophets, the peoples will come from afar; as Isaiah says, they shall come, coming in different ways, 

    some on dromedaries, some on mules, etc., but they shall come, Isaiah says. The glory will be the great rallying point. But in the meantime, all that is held up. The sufferings of Christ in being rejected by Israel has changed the position, and you will notice how it says in verse 11, And it was broken in that day; and so the poor of the flock that gave heed to me knew that it was the word of Jehovah. Think of how the poor of the flock are referred to as discerning where the word of God was, the state in the remnant over against the Jewish leaders in their day. Some of them had attacked Christ openly and publicly, but the poor of the flock knew where the word of God was. We are reminded of what the Lord says, Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. What need to maintain in our souls the unsophisticated, the uncrystallised state suggested in the babes, the impressionable state, so that we may not be like the wise and prudent around us. The word says, The poor of the flock that gave heed to me. They are the sheep that know the voice of Christ, and will not follow the stranger; He had come into the confines of Israel and linked Himself on with the remnant, and they knew His voice, and they followed Him. But then the time comes when He is presented to the leaders amongst the nation of Israel, and it says in verse 12, And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my hire; and if not, forbear. And they weighed for my hire thirty silver-pieces. And Jehovah said unto me, Cast in unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prized at by them. And I took the thirty silver-pieces, and cast them to the potter in the house of Jehovah. And I cut asunder mine other staff, Bands, to break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. Let us enter into the feelings of Christ in regard to this moment. There were the sorrows which were experienced by Him in the abandonment, but think of the sorrows too, that were linked with the position in relation to the remnant, bearing in His spirit all that was linked with the position, feeling in His sprit the whole matter, suffering as He did as identified with the remnant. And then this matter of complete rejection. What sufferings of Christ in this relation! And we are to understand, dear brethren, and to read the Psalms, and to read the Prophets so as to enter sympathetically and feelingly into what it meant to Christ to serve in this way amongst His people, and what it meant to Him to be rejected, to see the truth set aside as it is all around us on every hand. 

    Now I want to come on to the second part of what I have in mind, the principle of what is anti-Christian, which comes into the closing part of the chapter. They will not receive Jesus, but they will receive another. But then God has His eye upon things, as the next chapter unfolds, Jehovah, who stretcheth out the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him, what an allusion in this environment, in this context, that formeth the spirit of man within him. He is taking up matters. He has Jerusalem in mind; He has recovery in mind; He is going to stimulate and revive where there has been decline in regard to the truth. That is the whole burden of the ministry here. And after God comes in in verse 5 it says, the leaders of Judah shall say in their heart. Notice this, this great beginning of recovery in Judah, as Mr. Darby said guilty yet beloved Judah. Judah in the place of nearness to God, Gods sanctuary, such a place of nearness, but her conscience becoming so hardened that she becomes a leader in the rebellion against God. But God is thinking about Judah, guilty as Judah may be; but beloved Judah. But Judah is David, and David is Judah. And God is thinking of Judah, just as He is thinking of the assembly today, thinking of Christ and thinking of the assembly. He is not forgetting it amidst all mans wilfulness on every hand. And it says, And the leaders of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength. Instead of the mighty prowess of the false shepherds referred to in the previous chapter, and their exploitations, the leaders of Judah, as affected by the word of God in this great time of revival, now come to see the importance of Jerusalem; and not only Jerusalem as a type of the assembly, but the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the personnel of the assembly. And it says, And the leaders of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength through Jehovah of hosts their God. What a word to any of us who may in any way be able to give a lead; for a leader suggests those that are able to give a lead. I am not speaking of what is official, but there is the thought of giving a lead, even in paying honour to one another. But the leaders of Judah say, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength. They are not going to tread over the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the personnel of the assembly. The assembly is glorious, but the personnel are glorious. And they say shall be my strength through Jehovah of hosts their God. The God of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, does He not see? Does He not hear? Did He not say in Exodus that He had heard their cry? He had seen their sorrows, and He came down to deliver them. What a God we have, dear brethren! May He be magnified more before our souls. And it says in that day that God is coming in. There is what the readers of Judah have done, but there is now what God does. He says, I will make the leaders of Judah like a hearth of fire among wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the peoples around about, on the right hand and on the left; and Jerusalem shall dwell again in her own place, in Jerusalem. What does this mean? It means that all the extraneous matter is to be dealt with, 

    and dealt with through the leaders of Judah, like a hearth of fire among wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf. Think how quickly matters are disposed of, these extraneous matters that are alluded to here. Those that have led in the matter become the great helpers on in the clearance of everything, that Jerusalem might come again into its own place; that the assembly might stand out in our eyes and in our vision in her rightful and true place, her own place, according to divine thought. 

    Then it says, Jehovah shall save the tents of Judah first. He is thinking of Judah, that choice area where His praise is going on, where the service of God is maintained. How thankful we should be, as faithful to the truth, to be amongst those that God is thinking about first. Jehovah shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem be not magnified over Judah. Notice this balance. We have been speaking about the leaders, and then it says, that the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem be not magnified over Judah. We are to make full room for what Gods sovereignty represents in Judah, so that the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem is not magnified over it. The leaders of Judah say that their strength is in the inhabitants of Jerusalem. But now God is balancing things, that the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem be not magnified over Judah. Then it says, In that day Jehovah will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Think of how the personnel of Jerusalem is coming up time and again here, the personnel of the assembly. And it says, he that stumbleth among them at that day shall be as David. Think of that. Think of the level that the stumbling one is brought on to, in this great realm and sphere of reviving activities in relation to Jerusalem. You remember there were certain of whom they said to Gideon, As thou art, so were they. Think of this wonderful realm, where the stumbling one is made as David. We are so easily inclined to write off stumbling persons, and weak persons, whom we think do not have the knowledge of the truth that we have. God is coming in here to show us that He is going to make the stumbling among them as David. Think of the greatness of the position, when God comes into it. Then, The house of David as God. Think of the moral power linked with the house of David, where the full spirit and grace of the anointing shine, that system where Christs kingly power, and His royal power are known. It is representative of God, as God. God is in the matter, you see. And we read, as the Angel of Jehovah before them. Think of that. The way is made clear providentially. The Angel of Jehovah before them may be an allusion in our way of thinking to the Holy Spirit going before them. In this time of revival, the Holy Spirit is going forth. And then it says, And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. Jerusalem is in Gods thoughts, and He will not brook any entrenchment upon the assembly in her dignity according to divine thoughts. Whether as an entity, or whether in the personnel, God will not brook any interference. 

    And I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications. Think of this wonderful reviving stream pouring upon the house of David. The house of David had an important place in the matter of defection, as being in the place of responsibility; but God is pouring upon it the spirit of grace and of supplications. I want you to note that it is not just because of their sin, and the length to which they went, or the shame to which they sank, but this spirit of grace and supplications is linked with the sufferings of Christ; it is because of what it meant to Christ, as it says, And I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look on me, whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only son. They are not mourning for themselves, that they have been brought down. They are not mourning over the fact that their guilt has been discovered. They are mourning over the fact that their sin cost their Messiah the sufferings of that hour. Oh, the compression at Calvary, when Jesus suffered on account of Israels unbelief! Think of what will come into the heart of the remnant in the day to come, into the heart of Israel, when they shall look upon their Messiah, whom they pierced. 

    Then it says, there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem. There is no glossing over matters. How segregated the matter is. These personalities, these systems, these houses that are represented. It says, their wives apart. The sisters are not out of this. Why should the reference to the wives be repeated as it is? Dear brethren, I have found in travelling around that while generally there has been a righting of things, sometimes with the sisters there are feelings of bitterness because of what has transpired. Let the sisters suffer the word of exhortation, that they are to come into this matter of the mourning because of the sufferings of Christ, the wives apart. Not with their husbands, but the wives apart. It is not a question of condemnation. Chapters 13 and 14 show us that the whole position is met by the grace that is administering cleansing. It is not a question of retribution, but a thorough judgment with every one of us of the unbelief in our hearts. And so there is a fountain opened. This great administration for sin and uncleanness is essential that uncleanness should be cleansed. We cannot enjoy the truth, if sin and uncleanness is gone on with in any one of us. Young brothers and sisters, I would appeal to you in regard to the sin and uncleanness in the world, that like a Joseph and a Daniel, with purpose of heart you eschew the evil and pursue the good. Forsake the world and its ways. Avail yourself of this great administration of cleansing. 

    Now I just desire to refer to the sufferings of Christ in this passage. It says in verse 5, And he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me as bondman from my youth. Oh, what an allusion to Christ as available to man, available to humanity. Man acquired Him. Think of Him who was God, He who brought the world into existence, coming into a position, where man acquires Him as bondman. There is no official feature there. He could have well claimed what was officially due to Him; but as in John 13 there comes a time when He lays aside His garment, so here He is available to every one of us, to all men. Man acquired Him as bondman. And one shall say, What are those wounds in Thy hands? And he will say, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. Think of what Christ has suffered in the realm where He should have been honoured. How we are to enter into that feelingly. And it says, Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn my hand upon the little ones. Think of the sufferings of Christ alluded to here. We have not time to go into them. They are all paving the way for what we have in verse 9, I will bring the third part into the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried. Do not let us think that suffering is over. Do not let us think that the days of discipline are past. God may bring us through deeper waters yet, in regard to this process of refinement. And it says, will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried. They shall call on my name, and I will answer them: I will say, It is my people. What a touch, dear brethren. As God looks amongst us, as He takes account of us in relation to His work, and we come under His hand in His disciplinary way, what joy it gives to His heart to say, It is my people! And they shall say, and may we all say, dear brethren, Jehovah is my God. What an answer to the sufferings of Christ! If there is anything that will help us in our links with one another, and in our links with God, it is the sufferings of Christ, as the truth of them finds an entrance into our souls. May the Lord bless the word. 
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    Zechariah 12

    To see how Jerusalem is viewed in the opening verses of this chapter we must keep the previous chapter in mind. It is the Jerusalem that has not known how to value Christ, but which has been ready to receive Antichrist, which is given over by Jehovah to be a bewilderment and a burdensome stone to all peoples, so that, in result, all come against her. This looks on to the time when God will resume His dealings with Jerusalem in a future day. She will have to reap what she has sowed, and pass through a time of terrible distress, but there will be a remnant, represented in this chapter by the house of Judah (verse 4), upon whom Jehovah will open His eyes. 

    It will be remembered that Judah made himself responsible for Benjamin to Israel his father (Genesis 44), and he was also the one to acknowledge that God had found out the iniquity of himself and his brethren, which referred to their cruel treatment of Joseph. It was he, also, who begged to be a bondman instead of Benjamin; he charged himself with responsibility for what had happened. All this had typical reference to the attitude which Judah will take up in a coming day. The house of Judah is that remnant which, in the time of Jacobs trouble, will accept responsibility for what has brought it on, and will confess the true state of things before Jehovah. Then will be fulfilled the blessing of Judah by Moses the man of God. Hear Jehovah, the voice of Judah, and bring him unto his people; may his hands strive for them; and be thou a help to him against his oppressors, Deuteronomy 33: 7. Such a remnant will be a link by which Jehovah will resume contact with Jerusalem in the way of grace. Jehovah will open His eyes on those who feel the state of things, and who call upon Him, and from that point the inhabitants of Jerusalem appear in a new character. We get the remarkable statement, And the leaders of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength through Jehovah of hosts their God, verse 5. It is clear from this that we have passed over to an entirely different view of things. It is not now the corrupt city that did not value Christ, and was ready to receive Antichrist, and was consequently given over to judgment. It is now Jerusalem seen from the stand point that Jehovah of hosts is their God. So that the inhabitants of Jerusalem are now seen as Gods elect people, and they become the strength of the leaders of Judah. The praying remnant is encouraged and strengthened by apprehending that, in spite of all that has happened, God has an election of grace, and that He will assuredly carry out His purpose to bless Jerusalem. 

    When the repentant remnant own the true state of things, and pray to Jehovah, He will open His eyes upon them, and He will make use of them to express His judgment of all that has been adverse to His people. He will make them like a hearth of fire among wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf, verse 6. It will become a certainty that His purpose will be accomplished. And Jerusalem shall dwell again in her own place, in Jerusalem. And then the inhabitants of Jerusalem will be defended and strengthened so that they may be able to go through very deep exercise about the One whom they pierced. They will look on Him, and mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. This is Gods work in His elect people. They will think of Christ with deep affection, as having learned His worth by divine teaching, and in proportion to their sense of His worth will be the bitterness of their mourning that they pierced Him, and that for two thousand years they have despised and rejected Him. Jerusalem could never be the city of the great King if its inhabitants did not go through this exercise individually, and every family apart. 

    There are conditions today which in great measure correspond with what is spoken of in this chapter. The prophetic declarations in Scripture of what will be in the last days lead us to expect a dreadful state of things in the public professing body. Take for example, 2 Timothy 3: 2; 2 Thessalonians 2; 2 Peter 2: 2, 3. We are living in the times thus spoken of; many hostile powers have combined to corrupt and destroy what is of God. Unfaithfulness has exposed the assembly to inroads of superstition, modernism, and worldliness of all kinds. The public profession has largely given up what is heavenly and spiritual. Few exercised believers would deny this. 

    But, notwithstanding all this, God is securing a remnant marked by right feeling about what has taken place, marked by self-judgment and prayer. God opens His eyes upon people who pray as understanding the conditions which have come about. Every believer should understand that God has an assembly here, but that in its public aspect it has dreadfully departed from what is in His mind. Every believer should, like Judah, feel responsibility for the condition of things at the present time. Any assembly recovery in a remnant today has been granted in answer to prayer. In this dark day we must look for companions who pray, those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. That is the house of Judah today. As we pray we shall get light as to what the assembly is in the mind of the Lord. We shall get away in spirit from the corrupt profession, and we shall think of the assembly in its spiritual reality. 

    The assembly of the living God is certainly not a mixed multitude such as a national church must necessarily be, nor could there be anything sectarian about it. It is composed of persons who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, and who confess Jesus as Lord, and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The praying remnant learn to view all saints according to what they are by the grace and work of God, and they become able to judge all that is inconsistent with this. So the leaders of Judah are made like a hearth of fire among wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf. God would have everything that is contrary to His universal assembly thoughts to be judged by the faithful and prayerful remnant who answer today to the leaders of Judah. These things are to be judged in the spirit that marked Judah, as accepting responsibility for the things we judge, but refusing them in our spirits as not pleasing to God. If everything is burnt up, in a moral sense, that is opposed to the truth, there is nothing to hinder saints from taking up the ground to which God has really called them. 

    So what follows is, And Jerusalem shall dwell again in her own place, in Jerusalem. Our own place by the will of God is that we are of His assembly; therefore it is our privilege, and also our responsibility, to take that ground. We may have a great deal yet to learn of our own weakness, and of Gods sufficiency for us. We may have to go through deep and humbling exercises, but let us hold to assembly ground as being Gods ground for us just as it was for His saints at Corinth. Let us refuse in our minds every other ground but that on which God has set us. Let us not be diverted from it by anything that is wider or narrower than what God has in His mind for all His saints. 

    Judah has priority; verse 7. Those who carry exercise, and who pray, become Gods firstfruits in a day of restoration. Whatever God may be pleased to give in sovereignty will never be allowed to interfere with the special place which He assigns to those who take the lead in accepting responsibility, and in praying, and in judging what is contrary to His will. It is open to every saint to have his place in the tents of Judah. God delights to honour those who come forward to carry assembly exercises and responsibilities. 

    God does not suppose that assembly ground can be taken or held in a day of departure without special support from Him. But if we commit ourselves to what is in Gods mind for us He will most surely defend and strengthen us. In that day will Jehovah defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that stumbleth among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David as God, as the Angel of Jehovah before them, verse 8. It reminds us of Paul boasting in his weaknesses that the power of the Christ might dwell upon him. Our safe place is to be in fear and trembling, but counting upon Gods faithfulness to give all the support that is needed. Some of the words in the New Testament are quite as wonderful as what is said here. I have strength for all things in him that gives me power, Philippians 4: 13. Strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy, Colossians 1: 11. For the rest, brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the might of his strength, Ephesians 6: 10. 

    A further exercise follows. And I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an, only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn, verse 10. It is most touching to think of the Lord Jesus  for it is He who speaks in this verse  acting so that He may become the loved Object of His people after a long period during which they have caused Him grief. He is at the present moment active to bring about that His saints may look upon Him with intense affection. The pouring out of the spirit of grace and supplications has its counterpart in that gracious movement by which a remnant has been prepared in this day to value the presentation of Christ which God has given. This is pure divine favour on one side of it, but on the other it is marked by supplications. How many, within the last few years, have had cause to thank God for a deepened sense of grace! How many have been led to supplications for a fuller knowledge of Christ! This is the Lords own preparatory action so that we may look on Him as He is pleased to present Himself to His lovers. A wonderful ministry of Christ has been going on through the whole lifetime of the present generation. If we are not conscious of this we have missed the greatest divine actings of the present time. The Lord is as much concerned that we should look upon Him as He will be that the remnant of Israel should. 

    The view of Him that is contemplated here is preparatory to great mourning. They shall look on me whom they pierced. This reminds us that, as the next chapter tells us, He has been wounded in the house of His friends. This may certainly be applied, not only to the Jews, but also to what has been done to Him in the Christian profession. How He has been pierced and wounded there! How the claims of His love have been disregarded! How the assembly order which He instituted has been set aside! How men have usurped His rights! This is all a matter for deep mourning. If we have affection for Him we shall mourn over it with a sense that we have part in the responsibility of it; we have even personally contributed to it. He would be well pleased to see us mourning thus as the outcome of loving Him. For there was a time past in our lives when we did not care to think of Him, or to receive Him. The thought of who He was, or of what He had done for us, or of what He had expressed of God, had no attraction for us. If He had not poured upon us the spirit of grace, He would never have become precious to us. But the moment came when we were arrested by the thought that He had come into manhood as the Child born and the Son given that He might be known and possessed by us. We began to realise that we needed Him to be righteousness and salvation for us. We began to think of His sufferings and death with appreciation of their atoning value, and with some sense of the love in which He gave Himself for us. All this was the result of the outpouring on us of the spirit of grace. 

    The spirit of grace was poured upon Saul of Tarsus when he said to the glorified One, Who art thou, Lord? and What shall I do, Lord? His heart was made ready in one instant to appreciate the One of whom he had been, up to that moment, the bitter enemy. It is the same spirit of grace which effects this moral revolution in hearts today, and the spirit of supplications still goes along with the spirit of grace. The Lord said of Saul to Ananias, Behold, he is praying. No doubt he was praying about the heavenly vision, and the new and wonderful light concerning Christ which it had brought into his heart. We must not suppose that Saul had heard nothing about Jesus before. He would not have been so bitter against His name if he had known nothing of it. No doubt he had heard much testimony from the many he persecuted. But he had thought that he ought to do much against that name. His prayer now would be that he might see everything in the light of Jesus being glorified. He would want to transfer all that the Old Testament had taught him concerning the Messiah to the glorified Man in heaven. What wonders would engage his heart and fill his prayers! He would want to understand how saints on earth could be one with the glorified Man. And he would certainly enter into that word, They shall look on me whom they pierced. Now all this, in the principle of it, enters into the experience of everyone who is intelligently in the assembly. Jesus must become precious to us, loved as an only son, as a firstborn; He must be the pre-eminent One. 

    Then comes the mourning, the bitterness, for Him. There is deep sorrow that the One who is now the Object of our love should have been despised and rejected, and that we have had our part in this. During the three days that Saul was blind, and neither ate nor drank, we may be sure this mourning had its place. He would very feelingly enter into the sorrow of knowing that those whom Christ had loved and served had pierced Him. 

    He had had his part in this, but now the deep sorrow is for Him, that He should be so treated. How this exercise would give point in our hearts to His desire that we should remember Him! It would lead us to earnestly desire to make up to Him in fervent affection for what He has suffered. We should think that we could never do enough to compensate Him for the treatment He has received. This is an exercise for every family apart, and their wives apart. It forms no part of normal assembly service, but it is a very important preparation of heart for the assembly. For it is mourning how the Lord Jesus has been treated amongst those who profess His name that we rally to His name, and to the remembrance of Him. Our portion as eating the Lords supper is in sharp contrast with what causes us to mourn. For we are with His lovers, where glad hearts are filled with His praise, and where all look for Him to come to find loves satisfaction in the company of His own. We do not mourn there; the disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord. 
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    Zechariah 12: 1 - 14

    CACGod was encouraging the remnant in Zechariahs day by showing them what thoughts He had in His mind in regard to Jerusalem, and He would encourage us in our day by bringing before us the great thoughts He has in regard to the assembly, for the assembly now has the place that Jerusalem will have in a coming day on the earth. I thought Johns sight of the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God was to bring before us Gods great thoughts as to the assembly, so that we might enter into them. He does tell us that if we wash our robes we can go in by the gates into the city. It is not altogether a future thing. 

    QuesIs it not a characteristic that He shows you things? We do not have to wait, but He shows it in its spiritual meaning. 

    CACSo that we might be affected by it. God intended the remnant to be exercised. They prospered by it, and so we may do. 

    He is causing Jerusalem to be disliked and hated by all nations. It was all His doing. I will make Jerusalem a cup of bewilderment ... and a burdensome stone unto all peoples, it says. Though it was Gods chief interest, He would cause it to be seen that everybody hated Jerusalem. All the nations hated it, just as Gods thoughts as to the assembly are hated today, every kind of corruption and imitation has been brought in, all opposed to Gods chief interest. 

    RemIn Revelation He shows the completed thought of the city and that He never deviated from it. 

    CACYes, and after great opposition to His thoughts in the harlot. Christendom has taken on a character diametrically opposed to the assembly. If all the nations hated Gods chief interest, then saints must be more devoted to it than ever. So the more the assembly is despised and hated, the more we should cling to it. Gods thought is that the assembly should have the same place in our hearts as in His. He would bring that about in a remnant, so He says, in verse 4, I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah. I think that is the position today. 

    QuesWould you mind explaining? 

    CACThe house of Judah is the people who pray. 

    Ques. Praise? 

    CACNo, pray. 

    QuesWhere do you get that from? 

    CACIt is what it says somewhere. Deuteronomy 33: 7 says, And this of Judah; and he said, Hear, Jehovah, the voice of Judah, and bring him unto his people. 

    QuesDoes Judah rather represent the remnant? 

    CACYes, and is marked by prayer. He prays about things and he wants to be brought to Gods people. They are people who really want to know about Gods house and pray about it. Those are the ones that God opens His eyes upon today. They are the companions to seek, those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. 

    RemVerse I speaks of God laying the foundation of the earth and forming the spirit of man within him. 

    CACGreat and wonderful as His works are, Gods eye rests on His assembly today. 

    QuesWhat does And bring him unto his people mean? 

    CACIn your place in the assembly. If a man has concern about spiritual relations, and if he has any light at all, he must know that God has His assembly corresponding to Jerusalem, and such a one prays about it. And the leaders of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength through Jehovah of hosts their God. That is, a sense of the value that attaches to the saints in Jerusalem comes home to them. 

    RemEvery pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto Jehovah of hosts (chapter 14: 21). 

    CACVery beautiful. That is the climax to this book. 

    RemThey that have washed their robes have right to enter into the city. 

    CACThat is chapter 13. It is a matter of divine sovereignty, but it is open to all to pray for all saints, because then we are bound to look at them in relation to Gods assembly. The Colossians were marked by that-love toward all the saints. We must wake up to that privilege. If we pray for all saints we cannot think of a sect. Whoever heard of anyone praying, God bless all the Presbyterians, all the Baptists, all the Anglicans, all the Wesleyans, etc? You must pray for them according to their place in the divine mind. The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength; that is, we look at saints according as God has put them in the assembly. It is the assembly of God and He has given a great price for it. The assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own. And as our prayers take on this character we shall get increased light as to the assembly. There is no doubt that this is how light came as to it at first. Then you cannot tolerate anything that is contrary to it. In that day will I make the leaders of Judah like a hearth of fire among wood, etc. And Jerusalem shall dwell again in her own place, in Jerusalem. I take it that is what we ought to do, we ought to burn up anything that is contrary to Gods thought of His people; we should burn it up in our prayers. He means Jerusalem should dwell in her own place, in Jerusalem. It is a day of recovery and God intends that a remnant at any rate should really dwell in Gods thoughts about His assembly. This is the line on which God works if we pray about Gods thoughts. We cannot do that without repudiating all contrary to them. We repudiate it in our own spirits, and as we do so we come to dwell in Jerusalem, in Gods thoughts as to His assembly. He says something wonderful of such. In that day will Jehovah defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem ... and the house of David as God, as the Angel of Jehovah before them. 

    QuesWhat is the thought of the house of David? 

    CACIt was the seed royal. These most weighty words are used to show how God will strengthen those who will take up assembly ground and make use of the provision given. There is no end to the strengthening for it. Well, we should entertain the thought of it. There is no limit to the thought of divine strengthening. Strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory. That is the manner of the strengthening He will impart to His people, so we need not be afraid. All is intended to have a most energising effect, if we only take up the ground. It moves on the line of the house of Judah, that is the question of prayer, then we move into the thought as to the assembly, and then we take up the power. Nothing is so humbling as lack of power. I suppose the want of power is occasioned by our not taking up the moral exercises in this chapter. It is after they take up assembly ground that the spirit of supplications is poured out. It is looking at the assembly as a divine reality and carrying it on in a spirit of grace and of supplications. 

    RemJudah abides forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 

    CACWell, it is very interesting to see that God saves the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David be not magnified over Judah. That is, God gives the first place to those that pray. 

    QuesWould this be linked with the spirit of sacrifice of Judah for Benjamin? 

    CACWell, if we pray, we are prepared to suffer for the things we pray for. It is no good for me to pray if I am not prepared to suffer for what I pray for. The glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem would represent abstractly what is true. We say all saints are of the assembly, but if we have not prayed about these things, we have not realised them at all. Many pious persons would assent to what I have said, but without prayer these things are only terms and phrases. Israel will go through the deepest exercises. If we take assembly ground, God raises moral exercises with us. He is not doing so in the sects, He lets them drift along at their own level  so the people go through the deepest exercise as to their treatment of Christ. They would not be fit for the millennium without that, and no one is fit for the assembly who has not gone through this exercise. The most serious thing about us is how we have treated Christ, not our vanity, pride, etc. God thinks little of all the other wickednesses of man in comparison. Taking assembly ground we come to judge how we formerly treated Christ. It is not atonement here. 

    RemWhy dost thou persecute me? 

    CACYes, I think that is the idea. What gives such intensity really to the Lords supper is the thought of how we disregarded Him. Now we love Him, and we cannot mourn sufficiently at having disregarded Him. We cannot afford to lose a minute now in making the very most of Him. A Son given, and yet they pierced Him. What profound exercises they go through. 

    QuesIs it the line of things in Laodicea? 

    CACWhen you come to Laodicea He has no place at all, except outside the door. How have I treated Christ? How have I treated Him this week? Have I acted as one who thinks everything of Christ and nothing of any other man? It is very searching. What a relief it is to come together for the Supper, to make up for the years in which we treated Him so badly. 

    RemIn John 19: 37, They shall look on him whom they pierced. 

    CACThat was the great sin of the Jews. He ought to have been most precious to them. In christendom His name is professed, but He is pierced all the time. It is thus we are ready for the fountain in the next chapter. We are purified in heart from all uncleanness. 
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    Zechariah 12

     10. How plain is the Spirit of Christ in the Prophet here! 

    Note when the Spirit of grace and supplication is poured on Israel, it is after the deliverance, on the families which remain. The Lord will have destroyed the nations come against Jerusalem  the house of David will have been as God, but the day of the Lord on Jerusalem will have been the taking of the city, etc. It is those that remain in all the Land that will mourn apart, having looked on Him whom they had pierced. These are owned as Gods people, but there remains the question: what the condition is of this Remnant before? Here the Psalms come in. There we have the desire of the humble, the poor who commits himself to Jehovah  those that seek Him  the righteous who are tried, etc.; see Psalm 9, Psalm 12, and compare Isaiah 51. See also Zephaniah 2:1-3; Zephaniah 3:8; Zephaniah 3:18, etc. 

  

  
    THE SAINTS PUBLICLY OWNED BY GOD (JT 26)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE SAINTS PUBLICLY OWNED BY GOD (JT 26)

    Zechariah 12:7 - 14; Zechariah 13:1 - 9

    I had it before me tonight to seek to show from this scripture how God operates amongst His people, as having departed from Him, so as to bring about conditions in them enabling Him to enter into public relations with them. It is His thought to have a people on earth whom He can own publicly and with whom He can establish and maintain right relations. I am not assuming that this can ever happen in our dispensation, as it shall happen in connection with Gods earthly people; but I do say, and desire to make it clear, that God does intend to own us publicly. It would be discouraging service in these last days did one not know this, did one not know that every bit of service rendered is in view of what is to be public; that it is not merely to maintain the saints for the moment, but that there might be an entering into that which God will own publicly. We have assurance of this. 

    The Lord says to Philadelphia, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee, Revelation 3:9. That is said to the assembly at Philadelphia, the last but one addressed by the Lord. He commends it, for He finds in it what corresponds with Himself. He can commend nothing save what corresponds with Himself but, however little there may be in us to correspond with Christ, He will not fail to take note of it and to commend it. He commends everything good in every one of the churches. He says, I know. One of the sweetest things in apostate times is that the Lord says I know, and He knew all about Philadelphia. 

    He knew of the brotherly love; He knew that His name was revered there. He knew there was a little strength; He knew, in fact, that there was present almost every feature, however minute, of the assembly. There was sufficient there to enable Him to speak of the assembly as a whole, and no one who loves the Lord would have it otherwise than that. If He can approve you, He connects you with the whole assembly. 

    You do not want to be isolated or to regard yourself as a unit, which would lead you to the position of Elijah in the wilderness, when he said, I only. 1 Kings 19:10. If the Lord approves you, He connects you with all that is of Him on the earth, and so what He finds in Philadelphia He clothes the assembly with, and thus He intimates plainly that the assembly is to be owned; it is not said that it loves Christ, but that Christ loves it  a greater thing. What can be so great in that sense, beloved, as the fact that Christ loves the assembly? I suppose the apostle Paul said one of the greatest things in regard of himself when he spoke of the Son of God, saying, Who loved me, and gave himself for me, Galatians 2:20. And so the believer, as approved of Christ, identifies himself with that which Christ loves supremely. True enough, He loves you as Paul said, but there is that which He loves supremely  the assembly. 

    It is the letter to the Ephesian believers that discloses to us fully what the assembly is to Christ. One can understand the fittingness of the disclosure in that epistle, that Christ loved the assembly and gave Himself for it, that He might present it, through the washing of water by the word, to Himself. I do not expect to be presented specially to Christ. I expect to be in that which is to be presented to Christ. It is a greater thing. If I love Christ, I want to think of what meets His mind, His heart. As God said of Adam, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him Genesis 2:18; 

    that is, his like, his counterpart. I want to be in that; you want to be in that; and if Christ approves you He connects you with that. True enough, as I said, I know His love to me, as we all do, but then I think of that for which He gave Himself that He might, through the washing of water by the word, present it to Himself a glorious assembly, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. I hope to be in that, and I hope we all shall. It is a wonderful expectation to be in that which He presents without spot or wrinkle  a glorious assembly. 

    Well, now, He intimates to the Philadelphian assembly that she is to be owned by Him. He will cause those of the synagogue of Satan who say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie, to come and worship before her feet, that they may know that He has loved her. She knew it already but He will make others know it, and so, to carry the thought further, you find in Revelation the idea of the wife  the marriage of the Lamb is come, it says, and his wife hath made herself ready. Revelation 19:7. You will see what I am aiming at  that what we are going on with is not to culminate in nothing. What we are going on with, as we are going on with God, is to culminate in that which shall be publicly owned by God. The very consideration of it lifts the mind of the saints from the littleness of our position outwardly to the glorious future; and so His wife makes herself ready. She is doing it; she is making herself ready. It says, it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints, Revelation 19:8. The saints there, I apprehend, include all the saints that form the Lambs wife. 

    Think of the righteousnesses of Peter, of John, of Paul, of the myriads of saints that form the assembly! It is granted unto her that she should be arrayed in all this  a wonderful robe! It is not yet a question of adornment exactly but of purity  the fine linen, clean and white, the righteousnesses of the saints. You see the greatness of it, and then, following upon that, the book of Revelation occupies us specifically with her. One of the angels that had the vials of wrath takes John to a high mountain. Before that he had been taken by one of the same angels into the desert to see the great Babylon, the great whore, the corruptress of the earth. It is remarkable that the angels who are occupied with the vials of wrath should be so expressly concerned that John should see the false bride  she that says, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow Revelation 18:7. She was filled with the abominations of the earth. 

    It is remarkable that the prophet should be shown. The word show is used in connection with the false church and the true. It is well, dear brethren, that we should have our eyes opened, for the idea of showing is that attention is called to things. It is of God that we should be shown the false thing  not, indeed, to be occupied with it, but the prophet was carefully shown it in its various features. It had come to remembrance before God. Terrible moment for it! The thing comes up in remembrance before Him, the awful history from its inception. As all the righteousnesses of the saints shall form the holy, pure garb of the bride, so this wicked thing is held responsible for all the wickedness of the earth, and it comes up in remembrance before God. He deals with it according to its guilt. It has mounted up to heaven, and God will strike it and it shall be found no more at all. It shall be completely erased from the universe. There shall not be a trace of it left, but then the prophet is taken to a high mountain to see the glorious assembly coming down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God. That is what we have before us. 

    The prophet Zechariah, allied with Haggai, ministered in times like ours, and they lay stress on the great future. They are occupied with a day of small things immediately, but they stress the great future, the latter glory of the house. Haggai speaks of the latter glory of the house, which shall be greater than the former, and Zechariah tells us that he who laid the foundation of the house shall put on the top stone. 

    Zechariah is a type of Christ. In the book of Haggai he is the governor  a word for us. The Lord is pleased in His grace to be our Governor in a day of small things. In the book of Zechariah, Zechariah is the builder. Governing and building go together, and he who laid the foundation shall lay the top stone, saying, Grace, grace unto it. Zechariah 4:7. One sees that the top stone is being put on. Who is putting it on? He who laid the foundation. It is the work of Christ. The word to Zechariah was: Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts, Zechariah 4:6 and so, as Zechariah had laid the foundation, he should put on the top stone, the crown of everything, saying, Grace, grace unto it. You see how great the conceptions are in the day of small things. 

    Well now, I wanted to show you from these passages how God works to effect this. He says that He saves the tents of Judah first. The house of David, it says, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem should not magnify themselves over Judah. Judah represents, I apprehend, the family. The family thought is the primary thing with God, and Judah is the first of the tribes. He acquired that place, and so he fits in here as representing the family, for God will have His love flow out. He will have that in which His love flows. The greatest thing of all is to belong to the family of God, so He saves the family first. What is it? As many as received Him to them gave He title to take the place of the children of God; John 1:12. Every true believer belongs to the family of God. If there is a believer here who does not think so, let me assure you that you are one of the brethren. Do you wish to sever yourself from them? Do you wish to remain severed from them? God would save you from that tonight; He saves the tents of Judah first. If there is one here tonight who has never known the blessedness of brotherly relationship, I would say to you, God would save you first. The tents of Judah were to know what the family was, so that the house of David (the kingly, the official class) should not magnify themselves over Judah. Were I an apostle, I would not be greater than a brother. You see, Paul says of himself, we are all yours, Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas ... all are yours, 1 Corinthians 3:22. The gifts are to serve the saints. All is to promote family interests, family affections: that is the thought of God. A feeble one shall be like David. Let no one be hindered by his weakness. And the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord before them. These are great things, and there need be no fear in your heart, for God is operating on these lines. He is operating to save the family. 

    But, while that is His thought, God makes it very plain to us that what must underlie everything is genuine repentance. You see the necessity of it, hence it says that God pours out upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications; so that you begin to repent, and here repentance is coupled with affection. Everything must have the element of affection in it if God is working, therefore they mourn a great mourning in the land. It is not now a question of a few individuals; the land is moved and they mourn as a man mourns for his only son. Why do they mourn? They look on Him whom they pierced. You may think of what you have done to the brethren, or what they have done to you. How does your conduct affect Christ? What effect has it on the heart of Christ? They shall look up on me whom they have pierced 

     no less than God Himself; and then, it says, they shall wail because of Him. The pronoun is changed from Me to Him, for God ever thus brings Christ in. He is His fellow, but He is nevertheless a Man. It was Christ they pierced, but in piercing Christ they pierced Jehovah. You see how far-reaching sin is. They pierced Jehovah  they shall look on me whom they pierced and they shall mourn for him  the Man down here, the lowly Jesus, whom they pierced literally. 

    In order that the thing should be thorough, the family, the natural relationships, must be faced. The occasion of departure and difficulty amongst the people of God almost invariably arises in families, and particularly the wives (bear with me, sisters). The wives here in every case are separated, not only from their husbands, but from their families  every family apart and their wives apart. You know, wives find it very difficult to isolate themselves and deal with God. They either hide themselves behind their husbands (Lots wife looked back from behind her husband) or behind their children, and hence the great want of power in the wives and in the mothers. 

    You will pardon me for being plain, but there is a very great shallowness in the work of God in this country. I am not despising what there is  far from it. One has had to do with it and one does not exempt oneself at all, but there is a great shallowness amongst the people of God in this land, and there are large districts, large centres of population, that have never been touched by the testimony, I mean the testimony as we know it, and God would lay it upon us. You see that His thought is recovery. He is working on those lines and He would have His people with Him in it, and in order that we should be with Him our roots have to go deeper than they have gone hitherto. There is the taking root downwards and bearing fruit upwards. That is Gods way and this comes about by the process here, by the segregation of the members of the family and each having to do with God Himself about these matters. 

    Self-judgment existing, the provision is presented: In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. We have already dwelt a little on the distinction that has to be made between sin and uncleanness. Sin is the action of the will against God, in whatever form it may be expressed. Sin is lawlessness, but uncleanness may not be so apparent, so that God provides for sin and uncleanness in the death of Christ. Moral rather than judicial cleansing is in view in the passage before us, for it is a fountain (water) that is opened up. At the brazen altar sin was dealt with, and that is the basis of all, but the laver was by it. It is remarkable that the laver was made of the looking glasses of the women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle. We do not have to go far to know what that means, for looking-glasses are much used now, and this means self-occupation. You cannot have cleansing while you are occupied with yourself. You see looking-glasses all over the world. They are surrendered, as it were, as self-judgment takes place, as the wives of the families judge themselves. Instead of looking at ourselves, we look at Christ we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:18. You see the glory of the Lord, a very different thing from your glory. So they made of these things the laver whereat the priests washed in order to serve. 

    Then in Solomons day we have what is called a sea, meaning, I apprehend  in keeping with the great system that he was setting up  that there was plenty of water. And so there is now plenty of it, and what comes out is, that it is supported by oxen. The oxen were an integral part of the sea; they were cast as it was cast. Need I remind you of the patience 

    of God in Christ waiting upon us and providing for us the means of cleansing? How patient God is with us! But He is patient that He might lead us to judge ourselves and cleanse ourselves, so that you see the fountain here for sin and for uncleanness. Then God cuts off idols. We are to keep ourselves from idols, and God is acting to cut them off, and not only to cut off idols, but to cut off false prophets. Some of us older ones know something about these things. When the people of God judge and cleanse themselves God acts in a wider way. He cuts off the idols and the false teachers. And such a state of things comes about that the father and mother of a false teacher take sides against him. How much there has been of the retention of false teaching in order to retain the teacher on natural or party lines! It may be a local company; it may be a district. We may easily fall into the snare of supporting a local teacher, making more of him than of the truth. Thus parties have arisen and thus divisions have taken place, and the saints have been misguided. But, as God works, as we see here, the prophet himself is ashamed; Zechariah 13:4. 

    And then the Lord Himself comes in in spirit. He says, I am no prophet. Zechariah 13:5. The prophet who judges himself for his false teaching refuses to wear a hairy garment to deceive. How many there are abroad wearing garments to distinguish them as prophets or servants, only to deceive! The Lord says, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me [as bondman] from my youth Zechariah 13:5. Think of the humility of Christ! And He would bring about the same thing in us  no pretention to be a prophet with a hairy garment, but just a tiller of the ground. Such is the lowliness of Christ, of Him who is over all, God blessed for ever. Romans 9:5. May we develop in this humility, dear brethren. Great power is needed to sustain one in the service of God, 

    without any show of clericalism. Nothing of the cloth, nothing to mark you off as peculiarly addicted to the ministry in that way. You do not wear a hairy garment to deceive. 

    How delightful to see a spirit like that in those who minister  no pretention at all! But this is not all: What are those wounds in thy hands? You see, the hairy garment that deceives honours me in the world, for the world makes room for religion, and the religionist has his place; he is bowed down to in many lands. But he has no wounds in his hands. The Lord had wounds in His hands, and so will everyone who pretends to nothing, as faithful to Christ. The wounds will come. Where do they come from? He says, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. We have alluded to that today. Those who claim to be the friends of Christ have shot at Him. They have wounded Him, so to speak, and they are doing it now. Those who serve Him in the humility described here will not escape the wounds. If they have persecuted me, John 15:20 the Lord says, they will persecute you. But there is also the judgment of God. I am bringing all these things in because they apply at the present time  a day of small things looking on to the great time when we shall be owned of God. It is worth our while to go through them. 

    The judgment of God is the next great element. Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts; smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. The Lord Jesus went through all that from God. He was humbled in His ministry; He received the wounds in the house of His friends, but He had to undergo the judgment of God for us. We shall never undergo it, but nevertheless there is the element of divine judgment entering into our present circumstances. It is a constant thing. If we are to be here according to God, there must be the recognition of the government of God. Our God, says the writer to the Hebrews, is a consuming fire. Hebrews 12:28. Let no one forget this  Wherefore ... let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear, Hebrews 12:28. We have to do with God. As Paul says, we must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ. Everything in our responsible life has to be looked at from that point of view. There are other features. Two-thirds are cut off. Numbers have to be reduced. Alas! It has happened amongst us, and it may happen again. God forbid, but it is a serious thing, as in responsibility to have to do with God. Here are two-thirds cut off and one-third left; and they have to come under severe discipline, as it says, I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried; they shall call on my name, and I will hear them; I will say, It is my people. Is it not worth the while? I would not discourage anybody, but one does feel like laying it upon the consciences of brethren that we have to do with God. God is not mocked, and if we are to come into relationship, publicly owned on His part, these things have to be accepted. 

    And they shall say, The Lord is my God. That is the end of it. They shall call on His name. They refuse all other names; and God says, It is my people. How delightful is the prospect! We are in it already secretly, but it is going to come about publicly, when God will own us. God will own us as His people and we shall say, My God. Christs Father is our Father, Christs God is our God. We have learned to say that by the Spirit. He has sent The Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Galatians 4:6. He that overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be to him God, and he shall be to me Son, Revelation 21:7. 
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    THE CITY OF THE LIVING GOD (JT 38)

    Ruth 3:15; Ruth 4:1,2; Nehemiah 11:1,2; Zechariah 12:5 - 8

    I wish to speak this evening about a city, as I may call it in the language of Scripture  the city of the living God Hebrews 12:22, and how it is to be apprehended in its setting in the purpose of God, and how it is to be brought down to our apprehension and practice in the present time. Scripture always applies to what may be regarded as the present time in any given period; what may be designated the present time is governed by present truth, and that present truth is supported, the bearing of Scripture is always upon it. 

    So in regard to this great subject of the city of God, it comes in after man has built his city or cities. The city that Cain built, was called after the name of his son (Genesis 4:17), that is the first city mentioned, and the second is built by Nimrod. These afford us the features of the cities of this world. They are all in view in the Apocalypse, where we have mention of the great city, which is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified, Revelation 11:8. The cities of the world all bear in that direction. They are to be apprehended spiritually in their fulness in the future as seen in the worlds city, which is spiritually Sodom and Egypt. It is well for young people to bear that in mind, so that they may not be deceived by what the worlds city affords. The Lords supper, which is intended to appeal to our hearts, is in the midst of that city as it were. It was first instituted by the Lord in the city of Jerusalem. From the Lords own remarks we learn that Jerusalem embodied all the features of wickedness at that time. He was about to be crucified in it, the culmination of all wickedness was the crucifixion of the Lord of glory; and the Lord instituted His supper there, that is, it was at the wickedest time, and where the murderous spirit was. This is not to be confined in our thoughts to great cities, but in small cities, towns, villages and hamlets, this murderous principle enters into all. So that young people are to be warned by the terrible indictment of the Spirit of God in the Revelation, where the two witnesses of Jesus lay in that city dead for three days and a half, and the character of it is expressed in those words, spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified  our Lord. All this is suggested to us as we partake of the Lords supper and the Lords supper is the Supper of our Lord. 

    Well now that city begins with Cain and comes down through Nineveh which Nimrod built, and it is worked out today as it has never been worked out before. It is a city period in the history of men, and God by His Spirit is bring an anti-type before us. There has been a great revival in interest in regard to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, we have come to that. It is in the distance literally, but we have come to it in a spiritual sense, the heavenly Jerusalem Hebrews 12:22 it is called, as over against the great city of which I spoke. And that is the burden of what I have in mind, that we should understand that we are inhabitants of it, that we live in it. The book of Nehemiah shows that it was not much in favour even among returning Israel, the obligations of it were somewhat irksome to many of them; and so it is today. 

    Now Genesis, whilst affording light to us by example as to the worlds city, also introduces the city of God which He had prepared for His people, not that He had promised it, but He prepared it for them  that is the comment of Hebrews 11. And if they had called to mind that from whence they went out, they had had opportunity to have returned; but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly. That is the comment by the Spirit of God on the faith of that period. We may well emulate this, dear brethren, now they seek a better [country], that is, a heavenly, Hebrews 11:16. 

    The words better and heavenly are leading words in Hebrews, they are significant indeed, for a better country is a heavenly country. All the better things, are heavenly things. And so God was not ashamed to be called their God, having prepared for them a city. Genesis brings before us the heavenly side, and then we have examples which we have already noticed in Beer-sheba, the city of the well of the oath, suggesting that we come to the city where all these great thoughts of God are confirmed to us and realised by us. We do not attach ourselves to any nation on earth. We are all very prone to be national, but it is a deadening thing spiritually. We have to watch it. In some countries it is stronger than in others, but it is innate in all of us. Regard for my own native land is a strong sentiment, but it is leaven. If you apply it to the earthly nation, the land they sought is a heavenly; the Scriptures are full of it, a land which the eye of God is upon from the beginning of the year to the end of it, a land of waterbrooks, hills and valleys, and vineyards and olive yards, whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass Deuteronomy 8:9. The wealth of the land is continually in the mind of the Spirit in Scripture, so as to allure us away from our earthly moorings, that we should be like Abraham, and get out from our country and kindred and fathers house, that we may learn to cut the links of nature, and whilst recognising all that is to be recognised according to God, we may live in the heavenly. After all, the links of nature are easily snapped and at best our years are few here. And so Beer-sheba, the well of the oath, is suggestive of the city of God, where things are confirmed to us livingly, in which we are assured of the promises of God and the purposes of God, where Jacob offered up sacrifices. He was leaving the land, under the government of God, the God of his father Isaac, that is Christ risen from the dead, but he went down to Egypt in that light, and that is our position, Christ risen and glorified, in him is the yea, and in him the amen 2 Corinthians 1:20, everything is Yea and Amen in Him. 

    Well now, this subject is cumulative, as you will understand, as every subject is in Scripture. You would expect it to appear in Boaz, who is one of the great ancestors of David, who as we know slew the giant, cut off his head and took it to Jerusalem. So Boaz, as Ruth has disclosed to him what is in her mind in a most seemly manner, says to her, Bring the cloak. This is a challenge to each of us, if we are to be in this city we are to be persons of measure. All the inhabitants of Jerusalem will be persons of measure. So here, Boaz says to Ruth Bring the cloak that thou hast upon thee, and hold it, Ruth 3:15. A garment indicates our measure. Properly speaking garments are made to measure, and her measure is detected here. Sometimes we hear of people being invited on privileged occasions to what are called conferences (although the name is hardly applicable, but we understand what is meant). One of the greatest qualifications in such persons is measure, what they can take in, and what they can give out, so that others may get the good that there may be. This is an important feature, beloved brethren, in the things of God. For we are to be, not only receiving vessels, but containing vessels to minister, vessels, with which to pour out; Exodus 37:16. In the first directions in Exodus 25:29, there were to be goblets and bowls for pouring out. There could be no pouring out without something contained in the vessels. As in John 2, the water was drawn out and it was wine, it was water turned into wine by the power of Christ. So that it is important to have measure. The epistle to the Romans, which is an initial epistle, but foundational, requires that each is to know his own measure, and to minister according to his measure of faith, God tests us as to this. 

    Boaz says, Bring the cloak, that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. That is the test put to you  indicating your measure, your size, how much you can hold. 

    The brethren will test us as to this, if we have been privileged in any way. Suppose we take Paul as an illustration, he was caught up to the third heaven on one occasion, fourteen years before he spoke of it, as far as is recorded. He says, I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago (whether in the body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows) such a one caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a man ... that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter, 2 Corinthians 12:2 - 4. He kept all that, he contained the impressions so that he could speak of them fourteen years later. That is the thought, dear brethren, the brethren will test us, ask us questions; have we anything to gladden their hearts? It is a question of our measure, whether we are able to take in a little milk or some strong meat to carry back to the brethren. 

    Now Ruth was required to take the garment upon her and hold it. How large was it? It does not simply say that Boaz filled it up or whether it was small or large, but we are told that he measured into it six measures of barley. It was that size anyway, and she carried it away to her mother-in-law. Now that is a very important suggestion for us all at a meeting like this, it is a question of what I can take in, for myself of course, but for others. Anything I receive from the Lord is for myself, but it is also for others, it is for the assembly, it is to be shared on the principle of mutual feelings and affections. After Boaz did this he laid it on her and she was to carry it to her mother-in-law, and he went into the city. This does not refer to notes. I am not objecting to notes at all, they help the mind, but this is not a thing you carry in notes, the idea is what you bring according to your own capacity spiritually. He laid it on her, it was a burden. That is another matter of importance, christians are to be burden-bearers in love according to their measure, carrying things for ministration to others. 

    Now having said this, Boaz, it says, went into the city; chapter 3:15. He did it, not Ruth, the pronoun is masculine; that is confirmed by the context. Her going in was not a matter of much consequence, the matter is now in his hands. She carried the portion to her mother-in-law as a matter of simple love and care for a loved one. Boaz had much to do, he was taking on a great matter, and that great matter involved no less than the work of redemption typically. We have to understand, dear brethren, how the Lord Jesus took up matters. If the assembly came into His way as it did, in the love and self-sacrifice of His people for one another, as typically illustrated in Ruth, then He says, I will have that, I want that  that is the idea, and indicates what the Lord thinks of the fruit of the work of God in His people as shown in Ruth and others like her, in their self-sacrificing love for others. The Lord says, as it were, That is Myself reproduced, I must have that. But as entering into the city he is taking up typically the great work of redemption and there must be no discrepancies at all, everything must be according to the light and order and intelligence that belongs to the city, and the gate of the city, that characterises the elders of the city; it is a question of intelligence. So the work of redemption is carried out in infinite intelligence, but according to this type, as arising out of what Christ found in His people. He found the assembly, the treasure, the pearl, and He gave all for that; and what it was to Him then, it is today. The brethren sitting in this room are equally precious to Christ as the saints were then. And what is precious to Christ reflects Himself. He goes to the utmost limit of sacrifice in perfect intelligence, to secure it and keep it. 

    Well now, in carrying these thoughts on to Nehemiah, a day of small things, we see in chapter 11 how feebly they were appreciated. Nehemiah was a leader, as Boaz was in this matter, and he says in chapter 2 that the city was the place of his fathers sepulchres, that it was lying waste and its gates burned with fire, and it caused the deepest feelings of grief in the heart of Nehemiah. As we may remember, Nehemiah was not an official, formally set up and sent by God, his service is the outcome of his own feelings. He may be taken as a type of any christian that has felt the need and turned to God about it. Do what your hand finds to do and God is with you, that is the principle of Nehemiah. He speaks of it as the city of his fathers sepulchres. It is not that to us, it is the city of the living God, that is not a city of sepulchres, it is a city of living people. Matthew presents Jerusalem typically as turned from a city of sepulchres into a city of living people. He says the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints fallen asleep arose, and going out of the tombs after his arising, entered into the holy city and appeared unto many, Matthew 27:52 - 53. That is what it becomes, and so it represents the city of the living God today, the heavenly Jerusalem. 

    Well now in the early chapters of Nehemiah he says that the city was large, but few people were in it; chapter 7:4. Does it not appeal to our hearts?  there are only a few in Jerusalem now, I mean down here. Jerusalem above is for the moment an abstract thought in its bearing, it means the whole assembly, the assembly glorified, we have to grasp that thought. In the meantime there are but few down here, as it was in Nehemiahs day, the city was built in great weakness under great difficulties. But nevertheless the walls were built and completed, the gates were set up, all the outcome of the faithful devotedness of one man. What an incentive for us in our time! The principle in Nehemiah is to feel things before God, then do what you can. God will make use of you. She hath done what she could. Mark 14:8 The woman who did that will be spoken of wherever the gospel is preached. So that Nehemiah says sorrowfully, the city was large and great; but the people in it were few. Nehemiah took on much. After the wall was built he gave his brother Hanani with Hananiah charge over Jerusalem. Hanani is commended as a faithful man, he was a man who loved. That is the kind of thing, a faithful man set over the city by his brother. The government of the city is thus provided for in faithfulness, and however few the inhabitants now, it is yet to be fully inhabited. A great thought, dear brethren, it stimulates one to think of it. Even in the days of Hezekiah, when the Assyrians came up to attack the Israelites, and asked how many riders he could put on horses, it was only a few. But however few I cannot afford to be other than an inhabitant of Jerusalem; we cannot afford to be anything less than that, but according to this book the people preferred the country. In chapter 11, verse 1, we read, And the princes of the people dwelt in Jerusalem; and the rest of the people cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in the cities. This is an appeal as to who will avail himself of the opportunity to dwell in Jerusalem instead of living in the country. I am not intimating, beloved brethren, that those in the suburbs round Belfast or any other city are in view here, but it may be taken as an illustration. The Lord, we are told, after He rose from the dead, went after two persons who were going away from Jerusalem. Jerusalem was indeed the wicked city that I have spoken of, but still God had not given it up  in the mind of God it was still Jerusalem, and the apostles were enjoined to stay there until they were endued with power from on high. And here were two persons moving away from it. Mark tells us they were going into the country; generally speaking living in the country is not conducive to spirituality. The city is the place of exercise, where God specially sets His testimony, however wicked the city is. It is what we see in Elisha, after all his experiences he comes to Samaria, he goes to Carmel, then to Samaria where the evil was concentrated. That is the principle, that is how the assembly is set here. Elders are ordained in cities, we do not read of elders ordained in the country. You will understand I am not speaking literally but in the spirit of it. God would set us where the evil is. He presents His testimony through us where the evil is, that is the principle of Gods ways today. Jerusalem in Nehemiah is the city of the Living God in principle; it was built and it was to represent the full thought of God. I apprehend the walls were built on the site of the old walls. It is a city compact together whither the tribes go up. Things are not held lightly, things are taken on by feeling men. It was never intended to have a vast straggling city, things are to be held together, that is what the walls mean. The city was large but the inhabitants, the people that dwelt in it, were few. There is an appeal to the dwellers in the country to become inhabitants of Jerusalem. In the heavenly city in the future, the inhabitants will not vie with one another in their houses and their gardens, there will be one street only in that city. I cannot say, I dwell in the west end of that city; there will only be one street there, which means the saints are all on a level, if we love one another we rejoice in that. Let the brother of low degree glory in his elevation, and the rich in his humiliation James 1:10, not exaltation in this world, according to the principles of it, but spiritually, the level is spiritual and nothing else. And that is what will remain eternally. It implies dignity, not socialism or communism. 

    Well now in Nehemiahs time, the privileges of Jerusalem were laid hold of, so that it says in this chapter, verse 1, the rulers of the people dwelt there. Thank God for that! Surely they shall give a lead, for the leaders amongst the people of God are not merely marked by intelligence and strength, but feeling and affection and appreciation of divine things. Therefore these leaders are to be emulated, they dwell in Jerusalem. Then there is the principle of one in ten dwelling in Jerusalem, the other nine went out into other cities. It is evidently recorded here to show the state of things that existed. Are we content to be one of those nine that are willing to stay out of Jerusalem? You can do it by putting your home and family and business first. Whereas the dweller in Jerusalem puts the interests of Christ first, he is at every meeting of the saints possible, he never willingly misses one. Anna would never miss a meeting, she was day and night in the temple, she would not think lightly of staying away from a meeting. One has often pictured the saints at Jerusalem. Peter and six others went off fishing one night. If you had asked Mary Magdalene where Peter and the sons of Zebedee were that day, if she knew she would tell you regretfully, she would feel their absence. Can we afford to come under that opprobrium? To be absent, like Thomas, when such great things are happening? Anna would never be absent. She dwelt in Jerusalem, and not only was she in the temple but she spake of the Lord to all them that looked for redemption in Israel. How Jerusalem would come into her mind, how she would convey that to those to whom she spoke! It is a somewhat wholesome thing to take account of the progress of persons nominally dwelling in Jerusalem. Who are the persons at the prayer meeting? See how many of them are there. Those who are habitually absent are not really inhabitants of Jerusalem, not characteristically such. 

    Then it goes on to say (verse 2), And the people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem. They blessed them. You sometimes hear it said, Miss So and So is never absent, she is always at the meeting. Such persons come into peculiar blessing, they have a unique place in the affections of the saints. If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning, that is, if I forget the brethren, forget the assembly. How many prefer the night school to the meetings  not that I would make little of one qualifying to earn a living, but If I forget thee O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning, Psalm 137:5. I may become a great man in this world but of what value is that if I have forgotten Jerusalem? We cannot afford to do that, no one can afford to acquire anything at the expense of Jerusalem. So it says here, The people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem. I love that blessing, the people blessed them. 

    Now I just want briefly to say a word as to the passage in Zechariah 12. It was a day of revival as it was in Nehemiah; he and Haggai are prophets of revival, and Zechariah is occupied with that. First he says, And the leaders of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength through Jehovah of hosts their God. How we should realise that, how the Lord would maintain those who lead, and the saints have a portion of meat in due season. How they value the inhabitants of Jerusalem, they are supported by those persons at Jerusalem. 

    Then in verse 8 we are told what marked them. In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David. See what men they become. You take the young men and women that attend the meetings, see what they become. They become as David. Do not we need such persons, who stand upon their feet in a crisis, who defend the truth, standing by the leaders? These are the persons, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, those that dwell in the city, they shall be as David, a great military warrior, without equal in the Old Testament: saints who are characteristically inhabitants of Jerusalem, shall be as David. 

    The Lord is appealing to us in this way, as to whether we are seeking money or position in this world at the expense of Jerusalem, the holy city, that is, the assembly in the sense in which it is available at the present time. The Lord would appeal to us so that we may be characteristically inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

    Pages 288 - 457 - The Liberty of Sonship. Notes of Meetings held in Bournemouth and London, 1935 (Volume 128). 
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    THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM (JT 69)

    Hebrews 10: 25; Nehemiah 7: 1 - 4; Nehemiah 11: 1 - 3 Zechariah 12: 8

    I read this passage in Hebrews hoping to amplify it and make it applicable at the present time in a forceful way from the passages in Nehemiah and Zechariah. The fact that the writer to the Hebrews is obliged to enjoin that the saints should not forsake the assembling of themselves together reminds us of the tendency to do so. The date of the epistle was comparatively near the brightest period of the churchs history. The Jewish christians had the greatest ministry  that of those who had been the immediate companions of the Lord, who were eye-witnesses of and attendants on the Word, the Holy Spirit as having just come actuating them. They were the immediate handiwork of the Lord, having been with Him before His death and after He rose, especially the period of His sojourn of forty days down here in which they had most marvellous experiences; and then the incoming of the Spirit from heaven  all occasioned a ministry of peculiar excellence and freshness. The christians addressed in the epistle to the Hebrews were the product of that ministry; so that they are enjoined to remember their leaders that spoke the word of the Lord. Others were still alive amongst them, whom they were to obey; yet they had to be enjoined not to forsake the assembling of themselves together. 

    Now, I have this in mind because of the prevalence of absenteeism from our gatherings. The Lord would convey to us that He has given us to each other. He has selected us for Himself. The assembly is for Christ and for God, but we are also for each other; and that should be a powerful incentive to our assembling ourselves together. The Lord assembles us, too, for the assembly is His. But there is the assembling of ourselves together; the Lord has given the saints to each other and we are to be respected mutually. The saints are worthy of respect. Were heaven to call attention to us, it would say something distinctive about each of us, and that would be an incentive for mutual respect and affection among us. There is great variety resulting from the work of God, and this is calculated to draw us together. It will be a feature in heaven. Some of you may recall that when Abraham was shown the land of promise, there were no saints named. He saw it from the level  north, south, east, and west; but Moses was shown it from mount Pisgah, and what he was shown was the territory of the saints  where the saints should be, the positions of certain of the tribes being mentioned. Heaven with God, heaven with Christ, heaven with the angels, heaven with the Holy Spirit, of course, but heaven with the saints. So that the gathering of the saints implies that we love each other and hence there is enjoyment; enjoyment not to be found elsewhere. 

    Now I want to show from Nehemiah how this worked out in a remnant period, corresponding to the one we are in. We are in remnant times, and this book is intended to instruct us, both by direct teaching and by example, how to avail ourselves of what is available, however small and despicable outwardly; to avail ourselves of it and make the most of it. And so that the thought should be stressed, Nehemiah makes much in his opening words of Jerusalem. It caused him tears. I speak of Jerusalem as representing the assembly. That is how it should be regarded. The gospel of Matthew treats of the assembly transitionally. It shows how the testimony and all the interests of God merged from Jerusalem into the assembly. In that gospel Jerusalem is called the city of the great King  the Holy City, but it is the gospel that presents the assembly; the only gospel in which the assembly is directly mentioned, and the first mention of it is the well-known passage from the Lords mouth, on this rock I will build my assembly. My assembly. Now every lover of Christ must think of that  what the Lord stressed in that way  My assembly. And as I learn what it means in any little way, then I see that I am of it, for every true christian, every one who has the Spirit of God is a member of it. How then am I found? How do I regard it? If it has passed out of view in its original pristine glory here, how am I to regard it today? Does it exist concretely at all? Is it reachable? These are the questions that normally arise in every heart that loves Christ. 

    Now, as I said, Jerusalem in this book answers to the assembly. I may say, prefigures it, and Nehemiah may be taken as representative of every heart that is loyal to God and to Christ as regards His assembly. In Nehemiahs day Jerusalem was in ruins, causing him the profoundest sorrow. So he visits Jerusalem, the city, he says, of my fathers sepulchres. We are not occupied with sepulchres now, but with what is living. The assembly represents what is living; it is the assembly of the living God. 

    Nehemiah arrives at Jerusalem and he tells us what God had put into his heart to do there. A person into whose heart God has put things is most interesting. He puts His love in our hearts by the Spirit, and this leads normally to the assembly. Nehemiah speaks of what God had put in his heart, to do for Jerusalem. What am I doing for Jerusalem? If you read the book you will find that Jerusalem is the great thought. What is there in my heart to do for it? Men who challenge themselves thus, God will take up and make useful. See what Nehemiah did. In the first passage he says, the wall was built; that is, there is a man that undertakes to do something and finishes it. And it was done under great pressure; the enemy attacked the workers, so that they had to hold the sword in one hand and the trowel in the other. But the passage read in chapter 7 says the wall was built. It says, when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, that the doorkeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed. I speak thus of Nehemiah because he is a model for us in our time  a man who takes things up of himself. You say, I have no gift, but there is not a word about Nehemiah having a gift, nor is he said to be sent. He came to Jerusalem  his heart being pressed because of its condition; and the walls were built. It is a question of what each of us is doing. Am I feeling the state of the assembly? And when I undertake to do something, do I finish it? Here the wall was built. 

    Then the next thing is that the doorkeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed. Now we have an order of things involving security. We have men that will watch so that no false brother will get in unawares to spy out our liberty. Those are the porters. And we have the singers  those who praise God in song and will also entertain us; men that will make the place attractive, men and women that will sing the songs of Zion in Zion  not in a foreign land. And then we have the Levites  burden bearers, men who are there to serve us. That is their business  united to the priest to serve with him. Is all this going to be attractive? Or is it an order of things that is so little in my eyes that because it rains I will sit in my house rather than walk half a mile to have part in it? That is how this book tests us. 

    Nehemiah goes on: I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man, and feared God above many. Now, these are men that you can count upon. Would you not like to meet these two men, Hanani (he is Nehemiahs brother) and Hananiah? Where you get the brother of a man that typifies Christ in any way you have the idea of brethren presented in an attractive way. Aaron was Moses brother; he was glad in his heart when he saw his brother. He is one of the brethren. Thus the brethren would be represented in these two men, 

    especially in Hanani, the brother of Nehemiah. He is a man that feared God above many; he is the ruler of the citadel; and he is now in charge of Jerusalem. Jerusalem thus is under the hand of the brethren; brotherly love is there. Hanani is not an Edomite. He will do a brothers part. It is imperative that believers should get acquainted with such men as these two. Paul went up to Jerusalem to make acquaintance with Peter. He had heard of Peter, and saw the immense importance of becoming acquainted with him. And there are brothers today whom young saints should seek out and become acquainted with  not Peters, of course, but such as are faithful and care for the welfare of the Lords people. By such the assembly is made attractive, as recovered in the small way in which it is known now. It is made secure, protected by the porters. And as we have seen, it has also singers and Levites. We shall lack nothing if we come. A brother of Nehemiah, the ruler of the citadel, is over the city, as we have seen. How different from the man-made system of things where some unconverted person may be ruler! 

    Nehemiah further says: I said unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun be hot; and while they stand by, let them shut the doors, and bar them, and appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, every one in his watch, and every one to be over against his house. Surely with all this care and provision generally. Jerusalem is going to be full of people! The apostle Paul for instance was the great servant of Christ, yet he stresses the fact that one man came to Rome and sought him out diligently and found him, 2 Timothy 1: 16 - 18. You would think every saint who had opportunity would go to see him, but his warm appreciation of the visit of Onesiphorus indicates that very few did it. And so Nehemiah has to say here mournfully, Now the city was large and great: but the people were few therein, and the houses were not builded. Is that not a heart searcher? I think it is. Those that value these things are few. Why is it that such an attractive place, spiritually, is not full of people? It is because the people of God are largely governed by earthly principles, fleshly motives, etc., and this spiritual order of things so wonderfully protected and furnished spiritually is not attractive. 

    Is there any one here who has not any heart for Jerusalem? It is the city of the great King, as I was saying. The Scriptures are full of it. The great culmination of what I am saying is in that one glorious city spoken of in Revelation 21. There is no thought of lack of inhabitants there. It is, as it says in Zechariah, In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David. God will reach His end. Even Jerusalem on earth shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men. And of the city that comes down from God from heaven, it cannot be said that there are few people in it. There are no vacant spaces; the city is complete as it comes down from God. If you are to be there, the logical thing is to be an inhabitant of Jerusalem in a practical sense now. Those who wash their robes have a right to enter by the gates, Revelation 22: 14. Christians must take up this right and as in it not forsake the assembling of ourselves together. In the future, I shall be ashamed if I had not been in it characteristically while I was here, Jerusalem was a small city from the human point of view. The physical site of it would show that it was not large (like the world city Nineveh), even in Solomons time. God did not intend things in the time of testimony to be large at all. God says that it was not because Israel were more in number than all the peoples that He chose them, for ye are the fewest of all the peoples, Deuteronomy 7: 7. It was never in His mind to make a big display in the time of testimony. Outward smallness in great moral quality and consequent power in service and testimony has ever been in His mind. But the heavenly city is large and withal perfect in every way. These two thoughts  smallness and reproach now and largeness and glory in the future  are intended to govern us while here below. 

    Passing on to chapter 11, what you see is that there was a great reluctance on the part of the people to live in the city. In the light of the facts presented I cannot understand a godly man living in the country. A spiritual man would want to be at Jerusalem. That is where the divine interests are. And a spiritual man today lives, as it were, in the assembly. He is an inhabitant of it. If through forgetfulness he sits at his fireside on a cold night, reading it may be a good book, while the saints are gathered in the light of the assembly in the meeting-room in his locality, he would feel unhappy as the fact came to his mind; he would say, I should be there; I should be with the saints. The elements of Jerusalem are not here at my fireside, they are where the saints are met; Hanani is there and Hananiah is there; Nehemiah is there; the doorkeepers are there; the Levites are there; the singers are there; and, more than all, God is there. Thus no christian can afford to be absent as the saints are assembled together. The brother I have spoken of puts away his book and puts on his boots, and wends his way like one of the flock to the place where his brethren are assembled; and God would watch every footstep he made. They are all precious. The Lord has pleasure in the footsteps of the flock. 

    Now chapter 11 says, the princes of the people dwelt in Jerusalem. That is to their credit. And the rest of the people cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem; to bring them: there was reluctance. You get one out of ten, I may picture a large family of today: the meeting time is arriving and one says, I was present at the last meeting, that is enough for this week. Another thinks the same way, and another satisfies himself with a different excuse, and so they influence each other, and but few go. What does heaven think of that? Our chapter says, And the people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem. That is to say, the assembly is everything to them. The assembly is the great object of interest to God. We all should be there characteristically. The men that willingly offer themselves to dwell in Jerusalem are blessed. These men were thoroughly in fellowship, as we say. They were not occasional visitors. Then we read: these are the chiefs of the province that dwelt in Jerusalem, verse 3, and we have a list of them in this chapter. I would like to know them all. Heaven lists those who are characteristically of the assembly today. You do not want to be left out of that list. Many, alas! are nominally in fellowship who are not on that list. The Lord would stir us all up as to this solemn matter. 

    Now I go on to Zechariah. Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi are prophets who served after the return from Babylon; they are peculiarly remnant prophets, and especially Zechariah. I want to show briefly what the inhabitants of Jerusalem come in for, (I wish you to note that expression: the inhabitants of Jerusalem.) This verse says, In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord before them, verse 8. Now I want you to think of what I have said and to bring yourselves in amongst the inhabitants of Jerusalem. See what is said of them here. God will defend them. Those who recognise and support the assembly shall have protection; I speak more of spiritual protection; but God looks after us as regards material things also, for the angels are sent out as ministers in this respect on account of those who are the heirs of salvation. There is also His Spirit, the Comforter, who remains with us and in us, and Scripture says, Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world, 1 John 4: 4. Thus we hold our heads erect and give a clear, firm answer when inquiry is made as to our associations and customs. Why do you attend that little meeting? I may be asked. I do not merely say it is a meeting of brethren. There is not any light in that. I must make the principles that are in it clear; and to do this I must become conversant with them. Our chapter says, he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David. Think of that! Think of the youngest of us, the most tottering of us, like mighty David! It is true of every Christian characteristically, that he has greater power than David exercised. He had the Spirit in a certain way, but the peculiar way in which the saints who form the assembly have the Holy Spirit, David did not know. He did not have an indwelling Spirit, whereas we have  the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven by Christ as having accomplished redemption. The Lord says the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the Baptist. So one of the assembly is as David. But then David must not be minimised, because the passage further says, and the house of David shall be as God. I suppose we can apply that to those who are related to Christ now. The house of David here refers to the royalty of the future, and we may apply this to the assembly now. The assembly is characteristically representative of God. God said to Moses that he should be God to Pharaoh in the sense of representation; here it is said, the house of David shall be as God. Think of a company of saints as God! It embraces all the saints in that sense. We are kings and priests; a holy priesthood and a royal priesthood. 

    I speak of these great things to encourage us to assemble ourselves together; that none of us should be found neglecting to assemble together with the brethren. 
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    DETACHMENT AND ATTACHMENT (JT 98)

    Zechariah 12: 9 - 14; Deuteronomy 33: 7

    I desire to show that the light of the gospel is intended to effect detachment and attachment. In other words, the light of the gospel coming into the world has the effect of detaching the heart, the soul, and the mind of man from all that he may be attached to hitherto, of completely isolating him. On the other hand it has the effect of attaching him to another system or order of things. So it becomes obvious that if we are to be in the good of what the gospel proposes we must be detached from things here. I refer to things used to render man self-supporting. You will recall that man deliberately gave up God. So in Romans 1:28 it says, And according as they did not think good to have God in their knowledge; this is a remarkable statement: men put God from their minds; it was a matter of choice; they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, and God gave them up. God having withdrawn His support from man, man had to cast about for support. God would have supported Noahs line on the earth. What a wonderful position he would have had! God made a covenant with man, and God would have supported him. We should have had a world established by divine support, but men decided to eliminate God from their knowledge, and God gave them up. Man was left without support, and the result was the banding together at Babel, Let us build ourselves a city and a tower ... and let us make ourselves a name, Genesis 11: 4. I refer to that as the origin of the world as we have it today, when each nation desires to be self-supporting, unconscious of the need of divine support. 

    On every hand we see it in the brotherhoods established; not only one huge brotherhood of men, but subdivisions appear, especially in the present day. You remember Jacobs prophecy in Genesis 49: 5, Simeon and Levi are brethren. The idea of brethren is beautiful where love is; such a brotherhood Christ has established; but it goes on to say, Instruments of violence their swords. The prophets eye sees them, but he sees cruelty there. What does God think of these brotherhoods? They are avowedly for self-support. Why self-support? Because they have no divine support. So the Spirit of Jesus is presented to that brotherhood saying, My soul, come not into their council, but what do men think of that? So at Babel the families of the earth were dispersed. Every foreign tongue is but a token of the judgment of God, barriers contrary to love. In Acts 2: 8 we read, And how do we hear them each in our own dialect ... ?; there are no such barriers where love is. There is a terrible day coming; the day of sentimentality leads on to that of apostasy and finally to open antagonism. 

    What did God say? I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. 

    When light comes into our souls we begin to think of these things. Today God has given Jerusalem up, and the assembly is now the object of attack. There is a day coming when God will revert to Jerusalem, and then it will have enemies, Gods enemies. When the light of God penetrates into your soul, Satan will begin to attack you, as it will be with Jerusalem. Satan stands to resist, and so it is with every soul, as soon as God begins to work, Satan begins to resist. See what the Lord does, Jehovah rebuke thee, O Satan! Yea, Jehovah that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee!, Zechariah 3: 2. The preacher here speaks from the Lord, for He is on your side. Jerusalem is lying waste now; when God reverts to it, the enemy will stand to resist; that is all future, but I refer to it now to show how God works. God raises the question with Jerusalem herself, with every family and with every individual. 

    There are great advantages in belonging to a christian household. The gospel announces blessing to the household, Thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house, Acts 16: 31. The head of the house may trust in God, and what God proposes in the gospel, He will carry out. As belonging to a christian household you are very near the house of God, but you have to do with God yourself; each member has to repent apart. Your father can have you baptised and count on God for you, but he cannot repent for you; you have to do with God for yourself. The light of the gospel is to separate you from others so that you may be alone with God. You have to get alone with God; that is the effect of light. 

    There is separate wailing and mourning for the Messiah. Each family and each member of that family repents for his guilt before God. God gives the spirit of grace, and it requires grace to judge yourself, But he gives more grace, James 4: 6. There is no lack. He says, I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications. 

    The whole of your past history comes before you. The woman of Sychar says to the men, Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done, John 4: 29. She had judged all; it was all out. In the case of the leper when the leprosy was all out the leper was clean. That woman was clean when she went back to the city. Wonderful grace! Not only does God forgive sins, but He gives grace to confess them. Man naturally would not own he had sinned, so we cover things up, but it is just as well to come to the light at once. Then you learn the means of removal. The effect of the spirit of grace is to lead to isolation of soul. You get into a corner by yourself and tell it all out to God. When the leprosy covered the man, he was clean. Hide nothing; tell it all out to God; the blood is there. Leviticus 14 is the answer to Leviticus 13, The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin, 1 John 1: 7. The conscience is set up in the light of the death of Jesus; such is the effect of the death-the blood-of Jesus. 

    The passage in Deuteronomy shows the effect in the individual; it is the blessing of Moses, the man of God. In Genesis it is the blessing of Jacob, the father of the twelve tribes, speaking prophetically. In Genesis Judah is like a lion, The sceptre will not depart from Judah ... until Shiloh come (Genesis 49: 10); royalty is there: Christ is the gathering centre, and Jacob sees this in Judah. It is the hope of Israel as seen in Christ. But when we come to Moses the man of God, Judah is seen in weakness. It is the experience of a repentant soul. There is repentance, a cry, and Moses, as it were, hears that cry, Hear, Jehovah, the voice of Judah. If there is that cry, there is the intercession of Jesus. He has taken up a position in regard to men; you may reckon on His support in the faintest cry which He hears. You are detached, and now you want to be attached. God designed man for society; we all love companionship; this desire is in the heart of every man. It is Gods thought to detach you from the brotherhoods of this world, and then your voice is to Him. My impression is souls do not cry to God enough. God will make out your cry, Hear, Jehovah, the voice of Judah. He knows what you need. The light of God renders your conscience bad; the blood of Jesus makes it good. You want society; you can be attached to the Lord Jesus. What is said of Judah? Bring him unto his people. If there is anything to be desired, it is the fellowship of Gods people. Judah has his people, bring him unto his people. There is to be a living link between your soul and Christ, but you want society, fellowship, companionship. God can give all this. You lose nothing, but gain everything. You are brought into a living system; the power of the Spirit of God is there. One loves to see young Christians coming into that. There is a living order, and God would bring you into it. 

    In the case of the leper outside the camp the effect of the judgment of his sin is that he was not fit for the society of Gods people. Remember what Ruth said, Thy people shall be my people, Ruth 1: 16. The Lord knows all about you; you come to know Him and you say, Thy people shall be my people. Every society in the world is banded against Christ. Is it not a great thing to be linked up with a people that are living though hidden? Our time for display will be when Christ is manifested. Meanwhile He supports you. The Christian has His Spirit. The Shunammite woman, who is called by the Spirit a wealthy woman (2 Kings 4: 8), is a continuation of the widow with the oil. Not only were her debts met, but she became a woman of wealth, and lived off the balance. If you recognise the Spirit you are spiritually wealthy. There is no claim against you, not a moral charge, if you live by the Spirit. That is your income, you live by the Spirit, and so you have a wealthy woman, but not too great to live amongst her own people. Judah is to be brought to his own people. You recognise the Holy Spirit, and now you have your hands, May his hands strive. The Spirit of God becomes your means of support: Be thou a help to him, that I take it to be the kingdom established in Christ. The Christian has the support of the Spirit and looks to the Lord for protection. You will be in reproach if you associate with the Lords people, but you pray and the Lord protects you. It is by the protection of the Lord Jesus you are here looking to Him now; it is wonderful how He comes in for you, so that you are protected and supported. 

  

  
    THE SPEAKING AND THE BLESSING OF GOD (JT 98)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE SPEAKING AND THE BLESSING OF GOD (JT 98)

    Zechariah 12:1; Zechariah 12:7 - 14; Zechariah 13: 1

    There are three points that I have on my mind to speak to you about. The first is the title that God has to address men; the second that He blesses on the ground of sovereignty, and the third is the means by which He blesses. The title that God has to speak to men in this chapter is founded on very great things. Firstly, that He stretched out the heavens; secondly, that He laid the foundations of the earth, and thirdly, that He formed mans spirit within him. No one has such title to speak as that. So we would be encouraged to bring forward these great thoughts, for the things that God refers to here are witness to Him. 

    One cannot enlarge on the points; but the stretching out of the heavens is a very interesting thing. It has reference, I suppose, to house-furnishing, as the foundation has reference to building, whereas the spirit of man being formed refers to the inmates, to those who are to dwell in that which is built and furnished and ornamented. So that God in laying the foundation of the earth has wisdom by Him. I do not know that the foundation was laid by pattern; I do not think so, for where you come to pattern you come to moral things. Christ is pattern of everything in the moral system. The physical is very much like the scaffolding of a building, that is, it is that by which God brings about a system that is to abide. And when the moral structure is builded, the scaffolding will be removed. But then the scaffolding is very wonderful, and indeed, as one may say, it was a sort of prefigurement of the spiritual. The tabernacle was to represent all things and He who builds all things is God. But I do not suppose there is anyone who has got eyes and ordinary intelligence but who admires the wonderful sight that the heavens present; when the clouds disappear and one looks up into the firmament, the sight is indeed glorious, the infinite variety of bodies, denoting this wonderful stretching out that is alluded to here, by the hand of God. David admired it in a spiritual way. He says, When I see thy heavens, the work of thy fingers (Psalm 8: 3), and, In them hath he set a tent for the sun, and he is as a bridegroom going forth from his chamber; he rejoiceth as a strong man to run the race, Psalm 19: 4, 5. This wonderful curtain, as one might say, stretched out, as it is said elsewhere, By his Spirit the heavens are adorned, Job 26: 13. That is the first point. God is here addressing men, every one of whom can see that He has a right to speak to them on the ground of this. Then as regards the foundation of the earth what a wonderful conception it must have been, from the standpoint of height and measure. Think of the wonderful poise by which God has manipulated all these uncountable bodies, and the earth that is prepared for the children of men! He brought it forward in speaking to job, and when He had finished His address to Job on the ground of His creatorial power and rights, Job put his hand upon his mouth; he had no more to say. 

    What is puny man, dear friends, as one looks at these things, as one sees the sun in perfect regularity, and the earth, all moving according to infinite accuracy of time! Who in his senses could doubt the intelligence that is behind it all? But when you come to man, you come to what is poor physically as compared with all these things, and yet of him alone it is said that he is fearfully, wonderfully made; he is the divine masterpiece! The potter is the allusion that the apostle makes to God, who takes a piece of clay and forms it; that was Adam, God making a vessel. It is one thing to make these great orbs in the heavens, and the earth, but to make a vessel which He is to use for His pleasure, which He is to have in His house, is something different. And what a vessel! His countenance denoted the intelligence that God had placed within, his very physical structure suggested that he was to look into the countenance of God, that as God looked down, man could look up, for that was the divine design. God could come into the garden, and He sought man in the cool of the day. I have often remarked that Adam was never a boy; he was formed, but the passage here does not speak of the physical formation of Adam, but of the spiritual. God formed mans spirit within him. It is Gods portion of the man. The body returns to dust, but the spirit to God who gave it. You have got a spirit, even in your unconverted days, formed in you by God. You did not get that from your parents, for the mans spirit is derived from God; God gives it to him, and that returns to God, and in that he is responsible to God. Hence there is that in me that answers to God, even beyond my parents. If I derived my spirit from my parents, then I would be responsible to them, but I get my spirit from God, and hence I am responsible to Him and that responsibility remains for ever; you can never escape it, it is with you in your unconverted days and your converted days. God warns you in regard of it; on account of that spirit you have an intelligence that the lower animal has not, and so you are responsible for whatever you do now. The remarkable thing is that God in giving man a spirit also gave him a conscience. One may speak of three things in a man: his spirit and his soul and his conscience. The conscience, I suppose, is bound up in the spirit of a man. Of course there is the body, too, spirit, soul and body is the formula that the Spirit uses; but in the spirit that He has formed, He has set a conscience, and that conscience, if left to itself, is a constant accuser of the man. If you take Romans 2: 15, the thoughts of heathen are accusing or else excusing themselves; that is, in the Greek philosopher, his thoughts either accused or else excused him. The conscience continually accused, for God had that witness there. Thank God for that; were it not for the witness that God has set down here in men, what would the world be! In the darkest parts of the earth there is some recognition of God. So that God has an avenue by which He approaches man with His message. 

    But now when a man is converted, or rather, when a man is born anew, it is not only that he has a conscience, the conscience remains, the spirit remains, but he is born. Mark, it is not only something in him; it is something in him, but it is not only that; the man is born; every fibre of his being comes under the influence of the new birth. It is not simply that the natural man receives light and makes up his mind to confess Christ; it is not that; the natural man is unable to discern what is of God; he is unable to take it up, although the conscience accuses him. It is only as I become a subject of new birth that I have got divine sensibilities. Now, if there is one here tonight who has been brought up under light, I would appeal to you as to whether you are conscious of divine sensibilities. You may enquire what I mean by divine sensibilities. Well, are you happy with the Lords people? Is the fear of God before your eyes? Do you pray secretly? All these things, if they are found with you, are an evidence that God has been there, and so there is hope for you. I say that for your encouragement. If you have got these divine sensibilities, they are not to the flesh, they are a fruit of the work of God. So that as God formed mans spirit at the beginning, He works again in a man. The wind, says the Lord to Nicodemus, blows where it will, John 3: 8. Man cannot effect it; all the legislation in the world could not change the course of the wind. Hence, it is a suggestion of the sovereignty of God. Man cannot interfere with it. That is one of the greatest comforts that we can have as engaged in the service of God. The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit. That is, he is born of something that man cannot account for; it is outside the range of man, nevertheless the effects of it are apparent. The effects are seen in the way of divine sensibilities. There is a sense of sinfulness before God; there is a desire to be near God, and to be near the people of God, and so the gospel is for you; you may be one of the elect, but you are not to rest there. 

    Well now, in the next passage that I read it says, Jehovah shall save the tents of Judah first. If He has wrought in my soul sovereignly, then He saves me, and He does it according to His sovereignty. If there is one thing next to what I have been speaking of that encourages, it is the thought of Gods elect. 

    I do not know them. In the second epistle to Timothy the apostle is exercised about them, and one is encouraged to believe that that is what should be upon our hearts now, the principle of a lighted candle, sweeping the house in order to find the lost piece; that is the elect: For the sake of the elect, says Paul, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory, 2 Timothy 2: 10. What a thought he had! Not simply Some lone place within the door, but Eternal glory. And so here, God says, I will save the tents of Judah first. Judah in the Scriptures stands for Gods sovereignty, for Gods counsels, and so, if you have got these sensibilities of which I have spoken, you are a subject of divine grace; God has begun with you. But then He presents to you the light, the gospel, and as Paul says, For Moses lays down in writing the righteousness which is of the law, The man who has practised those things shall live by them. But the righteousness of faith speaks thus: Do not say in thine heart, Who shall ascend to the heavens? that is, to bring Christ down; or, Who shall descend into the abyss? that is, to bring up Christ from among the dead. But what says it? The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach: that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved, Romans 10: 5 - 9. Mark you, the word being in your mouth and in your heart will not save you. What saves you is that which becomes active in you, that which produces an effect in you, so that you use your mouth. The word being in thy mouth is a negative idea; it is just there, you are not saying it; and in thine heart, it has not taken root there; you have got to confess. If you are to come into salvation you must confess. For with the heart is believed to righteousness. God has wrought in you sovereignly. He has put the word in your heart; He has put it in your mouth; what are you going to do with it? You say, You are preaching works. No, I am preaching from the scripture and the scripture says, If thou shalt confess .... That is public. Let your christianity be public. The Lord Jesus Christ suffered publicly. He died for you publicly, and He looks for you to make a public confession. For with the heart is believed to righteousness; and with the mouth confession made to salvation. The apostle is referring to what was going on in those days, and what, thank God, is going on now. Men are believing unto righteousness, and they are confessing the Lord Jesus publicly. God has made him ... both Lord and Christ, Acts 2: 36. That leads to baptism. But everyone is baptised in these countries, you may say. That will not do. It has become a dead letter, there must be more than that. Baptism is not with your mouth; in fact, you do not baptise yourself at all; somebody else does it. Nevertheless you are committed to the death of Christ in it. But you must confess with your mouth besides that. 

    Let me appeal to the young people here tonight. Have you confessed with your mouth? Do you say, Must I tell the Lord Jesus? Yes, I do mean that, but tell your parents, tell your friends, make the thing known publicly, but be sure that you believe with your heart. As I speak to you tonight, God is looking into your heart, not into your countenance simply, although I love to look into your countenance, and so does God, but He searches the heart. He says, I have put My word into your heart; I want to know whether you are believing it. What use are you making of the light you have got? Believing with your heart and confessing with your mouth, you come into salvation. So He says, I will save the tents of Judah first. The principle of priority is a great principle with God. It cuts across all human thoughts; it is not what you expect; it is what God does. As I said, you are conscious of divine sensibilities; these are not of the flesh, but of the Spirit, for that which is born of the Spirit is spirit; that is, it is naturally so. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and you can do nothing with it at all. God has shown that in the Old Testament, so that now He has brought a new principle into man, and that is the principle of spirit. I am not now speaking of the spirit that every man has; but a principle that is brought in in the new birth that that which is born of the Spirit is spirit, and it answers to God; so that if you are conscious of divine sensibilities there is great encouragement for you, you belong to the tents of Judah and God is going to save you first; He is going to save you now; I suppose first was that very minute, it is not tomorrow; there shall be many saved before tomorrow, that I am assured of. God is prepared to save you now; there is no waiting with God really; it is the swiftness of the eagle with God when work has to be done, and work has to be done if you have not yet confessed Christ with your mouth and believed in your heart that God has raised Him from among the dead. So that He saves on these principles. 

    I have anticipated somewhat what may be the next part of what I had in my mind, namely, the pouring out of the spirit of grace and of supplications; that is what God does too. He stretches out the heavens; He lays the foundations of the earth; He saves the tents of Judah and now He pours out the spirit of grace and supplications on the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem. It is not universal. If God did this universally, then I suppose everybody would be saved, but God works on the principle of sovereignty, and, at the same time, He addresses Himself to all men. The righteousness of God is towards all, and upon all those who believe, Romans 3:22. The principle of sovereignty is behind it, so He pours out the spirit of grace and supplications on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Has He poured it out on you. It is an additional thought to the new birth. It seems to me that God has to give a man a spirit to enable him to judge himself. I would urge you to ask God to help you to judge yourself. You need to judge yourself, as I do, and one is really not able to do it without the help of God. So He pours out the spirit of grace and supplication. The spirit of grace, that is a very good expression and alongside of that is the thought of supplication, that is to say one turns to God. And now the judgment is in regard of Christ. How have you been treating Christ? Every time you refuse the offer of salvation in the name of Christ, you have ill-treated Christ; you have despised and disregarded Him. They shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. You may have turned a deaf ear to His ministers, but how have you been treating Christ? The spirit of grace and supplications which God gives you enables you to recognise not only that you have been depriving yourself of the blessings of the gospel, but that you have been ill-treating Christ; and so you judge that. 

    Then I wanted to show you that whilst that is poured out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem only, yet it has to take a regular form  you have to judge yourself alone. The land shall mourn, every family apart: the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart. The royal family, the prophetic family, the priestly family, the levitical family all have to come in before God separately. The husband and wife are not to come together. The father and child are not to come together; each one is to do it for himself, that is the divine order, and so it was when Peter preached in Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost. The thought of this comes into the heart of the listeners. I suppose God had poured out the spirit of grace and supplications, and so they were pricked in their hearts, a remarkable way to put it. I suppose the pricking was through the conscience, but the point was that they had put that blessed Man to death, and that is what many are doing in principle today, and so they say What shall we do, brethren?. You are talking about doing, you say. Scripture talks about doing. The element of responsibility in a man necessarily raises the question: Peter did not say to his hearers, You must not say that; he says, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you. That is what you have to do. And then he says, For remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Have you got remission of sins tonight as you sit there? As a known thing in your soul? and have you got the gift of the Holy Spirit? These are realities. I am not speaking of something that is merely theoretical. One knows what it is to be forgiven by and through the blood of Christ, and one knows what it is to have the love of God in the heart by the Holy Spirit. These are wonderful realities, and they are presented to you now in the gospel. 

    Think of a man going about the streets of London with the consciousness in his soul that God has forgiven him all his sins! What do you mind what the world thinks about you? The Spirit witnesses that our sins and iniquities are remembered no more; you have the consciousness in your soul that you are forgiven through the blood of Christ, and you have the consciousness at the same time that His love is in your heart. It is wonderful that ones heart is actually receptive of the love of God by the Spirit, and so in the first verse of the next chapter, it says, In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. Whether it is what one may call primary cleansing or whether it is the effect of the death of Christ on one daily, there it is, a fountain is opened. 

    Now all this is from the divine side: the stretching out of the heavens, the laying of the foundation of the earth, the spirit of man formed within him. He saves the tents of Judah first; He pours out the spirit of grace and supplications and He opens a fountain; all that is done by God on our behalf through the death of Christ and it is available. Now our side is that the thing is brought by God Himself into your mouth, the testimony of it, that is, and into your heart; now what are you going to do with your mouth and with your heart? God says: I want both. I want your heart to be receptive of My love; and I want your mouth to be a witness to it. Are you prepared for that? God grant that you may be! He wants the vessel. Paul says, We are vessels of mercy, fitted for glory. The answer to that is that one has a treasure in ones heart, the love of God in Christ, and one has to be a witness of that, and confess Christ as Lord. I put these things before you, especially the young; because I notice in moving about that the enemy is especially after the young; he was of old, when the people were about to leave Egypt; Pharaoh proposed to Moses that they should go and leave the young behind. That is Satans proposal. No right-minded father and mother is prepared to leave his or her young in the enemys land. The Spirit of God is working with the young so that not a hoof should be left behind; we want all gathered in. We have reached the borderland of the world to come, the coming of the Lord, and we do not want a single hoof to be left behind. We want all gathered in. This chapter speaks about families, every family apart; the families must all be saved. I may tell you frankly that I much prefer hearing about the blessing of a child of a Christian than even those outside. One wants everybody; everyone who loves God wishes that men should be saved. But I regard a child of Christian parents going into the world as a double triumph of the enemy. It is very serious if you have been brought up in the light, and the word is in your mouth and in your heart; it is for you to use that heart and to use that mouth for God. 

    May God bless you! 
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    SALVATION OF FAMILIES (JT 98)

    Acts 16: 30 - 34; Zechariah 12: 10 - 14

    In preaching the gospel at this time I wish to show from these scriptures that it has families in view. It is, of course, to the individual in each family, to each individual in the world, indeed, but God did not intend men to live otherwise than in families, and so it shall be in the world to come of which we believers speak. So also that eternal state of things which God has before Him is in entire keeping with His own nature. He will surround Himself eternally with families. As the apostle Paul says, For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, Ephesians 3: 14, 15. They are all named of the Father; named doubtless according to the measure of their knowledge of God in Christ, but nevertheless all named of the Father, so that He will be surrounded by families eternally blest in Christ. And so from the outset it became apparent that man was to live family-wise. It is true that the family from the very beginning became degraded and marred. You all remember how Eve named her first son and her second son, and how, in taking the initiative in the family, disaster ensued, so that her firstborn became a murderer, and as a murderer, went out from the presence of the Lord. As time went on the marriage institution became degraded in the posterity of Cain, and with it necessarily the family became degraded and deranged, so that corruption and lawlessness prevailed. 

    But then, in the line of Seth, who is a type of Christ, we have restoration. God begins in Genesis 5 over again; the history of Adam is given through Seth. In the day that God created man, ... male and female created he them; and called their name Adam. That is to say, the one name covers husband and wife, which involves unity; one idea in the ordering of the family. Thus we have the divine thought restored. And so it is said that Adam begot a son in his likeness ... and called his name Seth. It was now Adam and not Eve. And so we go all the way down in chapter 5 until we arrive at Enoch, of whom after his first son was born, it says, Enoch walked with God, as if the necessity of walking with God came into his mind in the light of his family. Then we find in Lamech, Noahs father, a recognition of God in his household in that he gave his son the name, Noah, which means that God would comfort him regarding the curse on the ground. Then in Noah we have the complete thought: he prepared an ark for the saving of his house (Hebrews 11: 7), and that house did not contain more than one wife for each of the husbands. Thus the original institution of God was preserved, and with that the family. 

    In calling out Abraham God said to him, In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. God had families in His mind, and in calling out Abraham He said He knew him that he will command his children and his household after him, Genesis 18: 19. So that Abraham being a great father, his name signifying that, became the depositary of the mind of God. 

    Thus you see, beloved friends, how God had man before Him family-wise, and how, as they strayed from Him, as alas! the race has, the family has become degraded, particularly in the East. But God has never given man up. He is never taken back by surprise; He is never driven back. He holds to His thoughts, and He will arrive at the full fruition on this earth. Even in men, as they are in flesh and blood, God will bring the race back to His original thought. Man shall be blest, as the gospel said to Abraham, family-wise. All the families shall be blessed, and then God, as I said, will have in the eternal state of things, in a spiritual world, His eternal thought, and that is families. 

    I wanted to show how that in introducing the gospel into the Western World, which includes ourselves, the household idea appears. In Acts 16, Timothy is taken up by the apostle Paul and is chosen to accompany him; his mother is said to be a believing woman, a fine tribute to any mother! No mother can effect anything for God in her family save as she is a believing woman, and the mother of Timothy was called a believing woman. Faith dwelt in her, and it dwelt in her mother; and the faith that dwelt in her mother and in her dwelt in Timotheus (2 Timothy 1: 5). So that we have a young man accompanying the great apostle to Europe, the product of a believing household. He had thus by his side a living witness to the great value of a believing woman as a mother. 

    Then we find Lydia, also in Acts 16, whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul. (May God open some Lydias heart here tonight to attend to the things which the Holy Spirit would present to you!) She attended to the things spoken by Paul. As the Lord opened her heart to receive the gospel she opened her house. You see thus another household comes into view. 

    Then, finally, in that same chapter we have the Philippian jailor. The jailor has a house, and as he is awakened he called for lights, a sure evidence of the work of God in his soul. Unless a man calls for light, I have doubts about him, whatever his profession. The first desire in a mans soul in whom God is working is that he should have light. There can be no headway made without light. Nothing can be done in the dark, beloved friends. God commanded that light should shine out of darkness and the light shone, and God called it Day. Things must be in the light of day. And so the jailor called for lights; no part is to be kept dark, things are to be searched out as far as he is concerned. He that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God, John 3: 21. 

    It was a wonderful moment for the jailor, but it was a wonderful moment for God, for God was getting his man in Europe. Timotheus was not a European; he was really a Jew. Lydia was not a European; she was an Asiatic, for she came from Thyatira. The Spirit of God had not suffered Paul to remain in Asia, so that it was not Asiatics He was now seeking, but Europeans, and the jailor was in His mind. A certain Macedonian man had beckoned to Paul. It was a man, not a woman. God intended to have in Europe men like Jesus. The earthquake comes and the jailor is awakened. He is moved; he is in earnest. As a representative of that dark part of the world he wants light. That part of the world was calling for help, and now we have it in a concrete case in the jailor. He calls for fights, as I said. Look, friend, are you prepared to face the light tonight? There is no hope for your soul unless you are prepared to face the light. God is light, and in him is no darkness at all, 1 John 1:5. You have to do with God. 

    The jailor was awakened, and instinctively he felt that he needed lights, and he called for them. The lights were there in Paul and Silas. The voice of Christ through Paul from the inner prison says, Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. It was the voice of compassion. And now he says, Sirs. He speaks respectfully to the servants of Christ, those whom a few moments before he had thrust shamelessly and cruelly into the inner prison. In whom was the change, in them or in him? He asked, What must I do that I may be saved?, and the answer is, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. There is a beautiful touch to my mind in the expression Lord Jesus. He has supreme power, but He has the heart of a man. He has the sympathies of a man; and the jailor has to believe on Him to be saved, and his house. You cannot have a house without a head. Thou shalt be saved, the head of the house first. The wife and the children would see salvation in the head. The child rent know salvation as they see it in the father. They see it in one who loves them and they learn it easier there. I am not denying that each child has to do with Christ. It has; but I am speaking of the salvation of a household, and it is in the mind of God that the parents should be examples to the children. And so the jailor was to be secured first. He believed. He made no delay in believing. He felt the need of salvation, and he took the way indicated by Pauls word, not only for himself, but also for his house. He was baptised, and all his straightway. He brought Paul and Silas into his house. They were the representatives of Christ, and he had them there. Their stripes betoken that they are devoted to Christ. Would the children of that house forget this scene? I think not. Salvation in the head of the house was evidenced in a very practical way; it was truly in that house. I can see the blessed apostle in spite of the excruciating pains which must have resulted from his stripes and chains, actuated by the love of Christ as he baptises that man and his house. It was a saved household. The gospel was preached to the head, and the head believed, and was baptised, and rejoiced, we are told, with all his house, having believed in God. There was thus a household secured for the Lord Jesus in Europe by the gospel. 

    Now I want to go to Zechariah to show you in more detail how the work of God shows itself. I have been dwelling on the head of the house. Now I want to come more particularly to the house itself. And what you find is that God begins; and now it is not only the head but there is the family: the house of David, the house of Nathan, the house of Levi, the house of Shimei. They are all exercised. But how exercised? God has poured out upon them the spirit of grace and of supplications. The work begins with God. 

    Now it may be that God is beginning on someone here tonight for the first time. The Spirit of grace and supplications is poured out, and you have begun to think of what has happened to Jesus. It may be just dawning upon you that you have responsibility in regard to Jesus. They mourn for Him. First it is they mourn for Jehovah. I want to show you the identification of Jesus with God. In this passage it says, They shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him. God is in view in the first; then it says, they shall mourn for himthat is Jesus. This prophet identifies Jehovah with Jesus, the man that is my fellow (chapter 13: 7). 

    They shall look on me. The truth comes home to us that we have been treating God shamefully. How have you been treating God all these years? As refusing the gospel, you have been treating Him with utter disrespect. You have been rejecting His offers of mercy, and now the thought of God comes into your soul and you feel it. 

    Then you are reminded that you can only know Him in Jesus. It is the only-begotten Son that comes into your mind. They mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only son. The only son is Jesus; He is the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father and He hath declared him, John 1: 18. The revelation of that God, the thought of whom has come into your soul, is in Jesus. And you have treated Him shamefully! What has man done to Jesus? What have the princes of this world done to Him? They have crucified Him. Have you had anything to do with that? Ah! yes, you have had to do with that; you have been taking sides with His murderers! I know the primary responsibility is with the Jews, and wrath has come on them; but Christs accusation was written in Hebrew and in Greek and in Latin. The race of man is brought into it, and no one can escape, especially none of those to whom the gospel has been preached. He has been announced in your ears. You have turned a deaf ear to Him. You have persecuted Him, it may be. But now the spirit of grace and of supplications poured out into your soul leads you to mourn for Him. Have you done it? The family thought enters at once into the exercise. It is the only son, you see. You are thinking of Him family-wise, and that is how the gospel presents Him. He is Gods only-begotten Son. God has given Him for us in order to save us, in order that we should have everlasting life. Does that not touch your heart? As the spirit of grace and supplications enters the heart you thus regard God and Christ. 

    But now I want to show you that it is every family apart. As I said, God is dealing with men familywise, and the wives mourn apart. In speaking a word about the wives I do not want to take any advantage. Far from it; the gospel must be announced on the principle of grace. But wives exercise a tremendous influence in the family for good or for evil. I have spoken of Timotheus mother. I have spoken of Lydia. What about the wives here tonight? What are you doing in the family? Has the salvation of the family been before you? You have a responsibility in regard to the family. Look at Eve; see her way in the family! Look at the wife of Lot! See her in the family! She stands out, beloved friends, a pillar of salt for every woman, for every mother in the world. What did she do? She looked back from behind her husband. That is what is said of her. Did she want her children saved? No, her heart was in Sodom. Lots sons-in-law had no confidence in Lot. 

    Need I say the mother had a great deal to do with that? She had. If she looked back from behind Lot as they left Sodom, you may be sure she did many things behind him in Sodom. The husbands of her daughters regarded Lot as a man that mocked when he spoke to them about leaving Sodom. I am not excusing Lot, but the Holy Spirit says he had a righteous soul, 2 Peter 2: 7, 8. Thank God for that! He was a true believer, but a poor father. Peter says nothing about Lots wife, but the Lord Himself calls attention to her as a warning; Remember the wife of Lot, Luke 17: 32. All wives should take this to heart. In Zechariah the wives mourn separately. The family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart. The wives are apart, not only from the husbands, but from the family. If she is to be a power in the family she has to learn to have to do with God separately. Beloved friends, that lies at the foundation of family salvation. Salvation is to be seen first in the head, the husband, and then in the wife. Many wives live just in the faith of their husbands. It is well indeed that they should follow their husbands to a point, but God requires for salvation that the wives should learn to do with Him apart. 

    Having said so much about self-judgment, the spirit of grace and of supplications, which brings about this mourning for Christ, I want just for a moment to speak a word about cleansing, for it is in the presence of self-judgment that you have the fountain opened here. It is open in Jerusalem where the mourning was (chapter 13: 1). The word fountain alludes to moral purification; that is to say, water. But I am not confining myself to that, because the means of judicial cleansing, the blood, flowed from the side of Jesus as also the means of moral cleansing, the water. They go together. And so in Johns gospel what you find is, the blood comes first. In the epistle the water is first. 

    I confine myself for the moment to the blood. It is for sins. It refers to God, beloved friends. As the families judge themselves, the wives apart, there is a fountain of cleansing, there is the means of cleansing. The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin, 1 John 1: 7. That has its value, and I invite you, in the Lords name tonight, to take advantage of it. What does John also say? This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus the Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, 1 John 5: 6. The Spirit is bearing witness tonight. He is calling attention to Jesus, who has come into this world in connection with the means of cleansing; it is what man needs most, judicial cleansing. That is to say, that which enables God to forgive and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Then there is that by which we cleanse ourselves; that is to say, water. The water refers, as I said, to moral cleansing. The blood is judicial, and the judicial is first in the gospel of John, for it is a question of my relations with God by faith. And so the word is, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

    Now, are you ready for this tonight? It is the Spirit that bears witness. The Spirit here tonight is bearing witness to you to the value of the blood and the water that flowed from the side of the dead Christ. John says that he was a witness that as the soldier pierced the side of Jesus forthwith flowed blood and water. The Holy Spirit is a permanent living witness to it. 

    In the following verses God cuts off the idols; He acts to help us as cleansed, and the family thought according to God is so understood that if any son arises who prophesies lies the father and the mother smite him. You see thus how thoroughly they are secured for God. They no longer shield their son. They love God more than their son. They are true Levites (see Exodus 32: 26 - 29). Where the cleansing value of the blood of Christ is accepted, we arrive at true levitical instincts, and so it says that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he prophesieth; neither shall they wear a hairy garment to deceive, Zechariah 13:4. Wearing a hairy garment does not make you holy. Holiness can only be by the Holy Spirit working in us in relation to the death of Christ. You may wear hairy garments; you may enter a monastery. These things do not make you holy. Holiness is by the Spirit of God, as I said, working in the believer in relation to the death of Christ. 

    Now the Lord Jesus appears in spirit and says, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me as bondman from my youth. That is the spirit of the Levite. The true spirit of service now is that you make no official pretentions. You are not claiming distinction on religious grounds. He said, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground. 

    He was mans Servant. Think of the lowliness of Christ! Has He not been our Servant? Yes, beloved friends, He is serving you tonight, and He is seeking no religious distinction. Neither should anyone who serves Him wear a hairy garment to deceive or any other garment to give him religious distinction. 

    Then it says, What are those wounds ... ?. The lovers of Jesus will always enquire after the wounds. Have you? He says, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. It goes on to say, Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. Now we come to the wounds with which God wounded Him. He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, Isaiah 53: 5. The wounds that man gave Him in themselves would not work atonement. He must have divine wounds. And so Jesus was smitten of God and afflicted. The chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. 

    I leave the word with you. I had in view the salvation of God for the family, bearing fully in mind, as I have indicated, that each member of the family has to judge himself apart, and, as a believer in Christ, to be cleansed by His precious blood. 
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    Zechariah 13

    The exercises of chapter 12, when gone through with God, will prepare the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to appreciate the fountain which will be opened for them for sin and for uncleanness, verse 1. They will feel the need for purification from their whole former state. Jehovah will fulfil His word: And I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your uncleannesses and from all your idols will I cleanse you, Ezekiel 36: 25. 

    While not losing sight of the direct application of this to a Jewish remnant in a future day, our chief object at present is to consider it as written for our instruction. The truth of purification by water has application to us as well as to Israel, though it is, perhaps, less understood by believers generally than cleansing by blood. But if we have learned that we long rejected Christ, and were of the same stock as those who actually pierced Him  if we have mourned for Him as feeling how terribly He has been treated  we shall be thankful to know the character of the purification which is to be known today. We need to know this in order to have liberty to enter upon affectionate relations with Christ, and particularly at a time when He is no longer to be known according to flesh. 

    The fountain opened has reference to the death of Christ, for there could be no moral cleansing according to God apart from it. Our righteous title to be apart from our sinful selves is the death of Christ. The fountain brings to us the witness of what was accomplished in that death, and gives us to know that our former state as in the flesh was ended, for God, in the death of His Son. We can be with God wholly apart from the flesh, and we cannot be in spiritual liberty until we know this. 

    It may be observed that Johns gospel  which from the outset views Christ as rejected (see John 1: 11)  is the gospel which chiefly presents the thought of purifying. He alone speaks of water as flowing from the pierced side of Christ as well as blood. The Lord told Nicodemus that it was necessary to be born of water and of the Spirit to enter into the kingdom of God. By natural birth we came into a state of sin and uncleanness, but as born of water we derive moral being from an entirely new source. If we are born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the living and abiding word of God (1 Peter 1: 23), that word gives character to those born of it. A distinct feature of purification is brought in. It is not that the flesh is purified, but the one born of water is purified from it, as now knowing that there is no element of good in it. As entering into the kingdom of God he moves away practically from the will of the flesh into the sphere of the will of God, and it becomes very clear that moral cleansing has been affected. 

    Washing with water, as applied to saints in the New Testament, is always spoken of as a thing accomplished. The Lord spoke of His own which were in the world as persons who were washed all over, and now only needed to have their feet washed (John 13: 10), where a different word is used in the original. In this connection He said, And ye are clean, but not all. For he knew him that delivered him up: on account of this he said, Ye are not all clean. The disciples, with the exception of Judas, had been washed and were clean. The Lord said, further, Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you, John 15: 3. The word which Jesus had spoken to them had displaced in them the natural and the fleshly. His word had made Himself known in their affections, and what an immense inward purification this was! They did not understand the full bearing of it, but He did, and viewing them as having Him in their hearts as the Object of faith and love, He could say that they were already clean. Then the water flowing from His side, as well as the blood, sets forth the great truth that in His death there was the witness of complete purification being effected. The water is the evidence that the flesh, with all that pertained to it, has been ended in the death of Christ. It has been wholly removed, for the satisfaction and glory of God, and this, known by the Spirit in the heart of the believer, is what purifies. 

    The teaching of Paul is in accord with what we have seen in John. He said of the believers at Corinth that they were washed, contrasting their former state with what was now brought about in them by the work of God. Paul also speaks in Ephesians 5:26 of the assembly as having been purified by Christ by the washing of water by the word. Purification by water is seen here in its most complete aspect. It includes the whole purifying service of Christ for the assembly. In the practical application of the word the truth of Romans comes first. We learn that as baptised unto Christ Jesus, and to His death, we have died with him and that if we have died with Christ, we believe we shall also live with him. Colossians says, further, that we have not only died with Christ, but that we are risen with Him. In both Colossians and Ephesians saints are addressed as having put off the old man and put on the new. 

    The washing of water is by the word; that is, it is by the application to saints of what is in the mind of God in its own purity and completeness. There is no admixture of what is defective in the word; it is not contaminated or diluted by our faulty or imperfect experiences. When we hear Christ, and are instructed in Him, we learn the truth as in Jesus. Nothing comes short of Gods mind in Jesus, and the truth as in Jesus is that we have put off the old man and put on the new. There is no thought in the word of it not being done, or of it only being partly done. Our washing at the fountain is the application to our souls by Christ of the truth as it is in Jesus. This, as Ephesians 4: 21 - 24 clearly states, is our having put off the old man and having put on the new. It is not that we ought to do so; it is Christian truth applied to us for purifying. We shall never walk in the practical power of any truth until we accept it as the truth. We are then definitely committed to it; it governs the heart and the conscience and forms our exercises and prayers, and Christian practice follows. 

    Our chapter goes on to speak of the names of the idols being cut off out of the land, and also the false prophets and the unclean spirits; verse 2. Those who have been purified at the fountain will not tolerate idols or false teaching. Even the father and mother of a false prophet will thrust him through when he prophesies; verse 3. If people knew what Christian purification was they would not go on with fleshly religion, modernism, or any system of evil teaching. The truth of purification maintained in power in the souls of believers would expose every error, and make the teachers of it ashamed; verse 4. 

    Just at this point the Spirit of God introduces Christ prophetically, as though to mark the contrast between Him and all false prophets. The object of every teacher of wrong doctrine is to exalt himself; he would like people to believe that, like Simon of Samaria, he is some great one. But the Lord Jesus came in, not to be a great one here, though He was truly great, but to be the Servant of all. And he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me as bondman from my youth, verse 5. There are scriptures which bring out the Lords lowliness of heart, His wondrous self-humiliation, in a remarkable way, and this is one of them. If He says, I am no prophet, it is that we may understand how entirely He disclaimed taking any place of self-importance. He came to labour and to serve. The context here is that there were those who assumed to be prophets to gain some distinction or prominence for themselves; but He said, I do not seek my own glory, John 8: 50. To one who addressed Him as Good teacher, He said, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, God, Luke 18:19. The One who subsisted in the form of God  the One spoken of in the chapter now before us as the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts (Zechariah 13: 7), emptied himself, taking a bondmans form, Philippians 2: 7. Beware of those who would use such scriptures to take away from the Lord of glory what pertains to Him as a divine Person in manhood. When He said, I am no prophet, it was to show that He would not take any place that might seem to give Him glory in the eyes of men. The tempter suggested that He should take such a place in casting Himself down from the edge of the temple to fulfil a scripture concerning Him as the Messiah, but He would not glorify Himself, nor tempt Jehovah His God. He was indeed a Prophet above all others, but He would not assume that office as a distinction amongst men; any more than He would consent to be made a king. He was here to labour and to serve, not to have public honour in the eyes of men. 

    So He says, I am a tiller of the ground, verse 5. He was here to labour that there might be some result for God in Israel. As regards the nation, alas! He laboured in vain, and spent His strength for nought and in vain. Israel was not gathered, Jacob was not brought again to Jehovah, but, as we know, their refusal of His service led to a wonderful extension of Gods work. He has been given for a light of the nations, and has become Gods salvation unto the ends of the earth; Isaiah 49: 4 - 6. 

    His service was available for men; man acquired me as bondman from my youth, verse 5. He was at mans disposal for service, nor did any ever claim service from Him in vain; He was, in infinite grace, bondman to all. To His own He said, But I am in the midst of you as the one that serves, Luke 22: 27. He who was the Lord as well as the Teacher undertook in love bondman-service in washing the feet of His disciples. He had taken a bondmans form, and He still serves in love of that wondrous character. 

    The answer to the Lords service in Israel was that He was wounded. And one shall say unto him, What are those wounds in thy hands? And he will say, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends, verse 6. It might be thought that man would be glad to have such a Servant, but it was otherwise. Everything that was of God for the blessing of Israel was set forth in Him, and therefore their moral state was fully brought to light by their cruel rejection of Him. If Israel according to the flesh could have been blessed, the blessing was there in Him for their acceptance; He came to them as the house of His friends, but all He got was wounding. This was Israels part in His unspeakable sufferings. 

    Christendom has treated Him no better. Men profess to honour the Bible; they read it in their churches just as the Jews did in their synagogues. But the living service of Christ is of no account in their eyes. He is still knocking at the door, and seeking admission, but it is as One outside who is not wanted within. Can we wonder that Gods judgment is imminent on Christ-rejecting Christendom as it was on Christ-rejecting Judaism? Happy are those who receive and confess Him as the Son of God, the Christ of God, and find through Him the true knowledge of God as the Source of all blessing! Fearful judgments will come upon Jerusalem, for she will receive of Jehovahs hand double for all her sins, but a Spared remnant will flee into a great valley opened up to them as a way of escape; Zechariah 14: 5. Fearful judgments are about to fall upon Christendom, but a spared remnant  including all true believers  will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air before those judgments fall in their full intensity; 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 

    But we are called at this point to contemplate Christ in a way which will, most of all, endear Him to our hearts, though it may, for a time, cause deep sorrow. It will certainly effect a stupendous change in our view of things if we take in the divine import of it. Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn my hand upon the little ones, verse 7. A great and solemn change in the position of Jehovahs Shepherd took place when Jehovah called on the sword to awake against Him, and we know when that change came about. For it was in the night in which He was delivered up that He said, All ye shall be offended in me during this night. For it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. But after that I shall be risen, I will go before you to Galilee, Matthew 26:31,32. His disciples would be offended, or stumbled, because they were expecting Him to take the kingdom. That Jehovah should bid the sword awake against Him was the complete reversal of all that was in their minds. Yet so it must needs be, according to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. But it was a terrible thing for the disciples, who were His true sheep, and who had been attracted to Him in the days of His flesh, to learn that He was to be smitten, and they were to be scattered. The whole ground of their association with Him was to be changed. He had been, as with them, the divine Centre of gathering as the Christ according to flesh, the true Shepherd of Israel. But the very Centre of gathering, as according to flesh, was to be smitten, and the little flock of sheep which had been gathered to Him was to be scattered. This was the complete setting aside of that order of things of which Christ according to flesh was the central figure. As to that order of things He had to Say, For the things concerning me have an end, Luke 22: 37. 

    The fact was that none of the disciples really understood what was due to them, as according to the flesh, until they learned it by seeing it come upon Christ. They thought He could redeem Israel without death. All of us think that some change is needed, but if nothing short of death will meet the case that is the end of us altogether. Christ had to go that way; there was divine necessity for it. Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory? Luke 24: 26. All the Scriptures had spoken of it. Thus it is written, and thus it behoved the Christ to suffer, and to rise from among the dead the third day, Luke 24: 46. One having died for all, all were proved to be dead. Apart from what Christ is to us, and what we have in Him risen from among the dead, we are all dead. One blessed Man has been in death for us, and He is risen, and we are only out of death as we live in Him. Christ after the flesh was in that condition that He might die, and if He had not died there would have been no way out of death for us. But, having died, he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God, Acts 1: 3. The kingdom of God was the sphere in which eternal life would be enjoyed, and they entered into it spiritually in the company of the risen One. We do not now know Christ according to flesh, nor do we know ourselves according to flesh, for we were ended in His death. So if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new: and all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:16-18. 

    It is well that we should understand that, though there is deeply important instruction in it for us all, the smiting of the Shepherd has special reference to Gods ways with Israel. As Jehovahs Shepherd He was not sent to the Gentiles, but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Jesus Christ became a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises of the fathers, Romans 15: 8. If any people could have been blessed according to the flesh it was Israel, for they had every advantage that God could confer, even to the point of having Christ, but their state was such that not even Christ after the flesh could meet it. They were under death and the curse. Hence there could be no permanent gathering of the sheep to Christ after the flesh; in that character He must be smitten, and His sheep attracted to Him in Israel must be scattered. His smiting was the end of that kind of association between the Shepherd and the sheep, and it will never be resumed. Israel will never again have the opportunity of knowing Him according to the flesh. I believe Scripture distinguishes between the smiting of the Shepherd and His atoning work, though both took place at the cross. His smiting was the bringing to an end in death of His shepherd service in Israel in the days of His flesh. He was no longer to be known according to flesh. The state which necessitated smiting was in Israel, not in the Shepherd, but He had in grace identified Himself with that state, and was smitten on account of it. He was cut off and had nothing; Daniel 9:26. He had the deep sorrow of this, as having served Israel in love, and been Jehovahs Shepherd amongst them. Instead of getting Israel for Jehovah the Shepherd was smitten, and the little flock He had gathered was scattered. This was the sorrowful end of His service in Israel, but He has been recompensed in resurrection, and in having the assembly, and He will yet have a remnant from Israel when they have learned that His smiting was on account of their state, with which, in grace, He had identified Himself. Instead of having His place and glory as the Messiah He was smitten, but in this view of His taking up a new and more glorious place as risen. 

    The remnant in Israel in a coming day will see that it was on account of their state that Jehovahs Shepherd was smitten. They will feel that they deserve the smiting of God, but their hearts will be deeply touched to learn that their Messiah has entered into, and felt, all that they are justly subject to; they will learn His love in this way. The sword must needs awake against the perversity of human will which refused and wounded the Shepherd who came in fulness of blessing, but the eternal wonder is that it awoke against the Shepherd Himself, who made their cause His own. Could anything move the heart more than this? He was Jehovahs Fellow, which asserts His co-equality in Deity, but He is probably so spoken of here to indicate the perfect oneness of mind between Jehovah and His Shepherd. He could say, I and the Father are one, John 10: 30, that is, They are one in Their thoughts and purposes regarding the sheep. Jehovahs love and faithfulness to His Israel did not break down, nor did the Messiah fail to go through all that was needed if Israel was to be blessed. In view of this the sword awoke against Him, and as the Shepherd He was smitten. This was because He had taken up Israels cause, and identified Himself in grace with what was due to them. We, like them, learn what is due to us by seeing it come upon One who bore it in love. 

    The disciples of Jesus were the true remnant of Israel when the Lord was here, and they were called to follow Christ and to be with Him in the days of His flesh. It was the most blessed association in which men could be found as after the flesh, but the smiting of the Shepherd and the scattering of the sheep brought it to an end. God intended that the remnant of Israel should pass over by way of the death of Christ into a new association with Him as risen from among the dead. This put them on ground where they could have part in Gods wondrous thoughts as to the assembly. As gathered to the Messiah come according to the flesh, and on Jewish ground, they were scattered, but this was to make room for greater and more wondrous thoughts of blessing. The assembly was to come in according to divine purpose and counsel. In the wondrous interval between His smiting and His return in glory, the assembly is being called and purified to be in association with Him as risen and glorified, and to be His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all. 

    It was in view of all this that Jehovah said, I will turn my hand upon the little ones, verse 7. That refers to the divine dealing with the disciples during the period between Gethsemane and Pentecost. They had to go through deep soul-travail in seeing Him delivered up, condemned, crucified, and buried. They had to learn that He had, indeed, been smitten, and they had now no rallying point, they were scattered. But wondrously was the divine hand turned upon them. The light of Him as risen broke on one and another, and finally on them all. They found that He could be with them, and they could be with Him, in an altogether new association. Each one of the forty days during which He was seen of them added something to their knowledge of Him as living. And then they saw Him taken up, and they realised that they were entrusted with His interests here, and, finally, the Holy Spirit filled them to be their power for service and testimony. 

    The remnant in Israel will learn that in the smiting and cutting off of the Messiah there was an end of all hopes according to the flesh. They will see that neither promises nor covenants could be of avail to those under death. They will learn, under Gods solemn dealings with them, that they are under death, but they will learn it in a deeper way when they see that Christ has been smitten on their account. They will see that every blessing must come to them on the ground of His death and resurrection. They will bless themselves in Him, and they will enter into life eternal in the day spoken of in Zechariah 14, when living waters go out from Jerusalem as the city of the great King. But they will not reach this apart from the refining process which is described in the last verse of chapter 13. 

    Jehovah will take account of all the land (verse 8) in His latter-day dealings with Israel, and judgment will come upon those who continue in unbelief, and in the spirit found in those who wounded Christ. Two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third part shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part into the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried. Refining goes on because there is precious metal there, so that it only applies to those who have faith. Peter speaks of the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in the revelation of Jesus Christ, 1 Peter 1:7. The refining in Zechariah 13: 9 is in view of the revelation of Jesus Christ as spoken of in chapter 14. Judicial dealings of God with unbelief, and a refining process where there is faith, are characteristic of the last days. I think we can very clearly see them going on today. God is dealing judicially with nations which have had Christian light but have not been faithful to it. We must not forget that there are judicial dealings with the assemblies as well as with Israel or the Jews. For example, the Lord says to Ephesus, I am coming to thee, and I will remove thy lamp out of its place, except thou shalt repent, Revelation 2: 5. To Pergamos He says, Repent therefore; but if not, I come to thee quickly, and I will make war with them with the sword of my mouth, Revelation 2: 16. To Thyatira He says of Jezebel, Behold, I cast her into a bed, and those that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, and her children will I kill with death; and all the assemblies shall know that I am he that searches the reins and the hearts; and I will give to you each according to your works, Revelation 2: 22, 23. To Sardis He says, If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come upon thee as a thief, Revelation 3: 3. To Laodicea He says, I am about to spue thee out of my mouth, Revelation 3:16. 

    But while these judicial dealings are going on, and will go on, the divine refining is going on also wherever there is faith. The object of the refining is that confidence in God may be developed and purified. It is well to note that the refining does not result in anything very great in an outward way; no great exploits are done. They shall call on my name, and I will answer them; I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, Jehovah is my God, verse 9. The distinguishing mark of the faithful today is that they follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, but they do this as those who call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. 

    2 Timothy 2: 22. They have no other resource, and they are owned and supported by Him. 
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    ZECHARIAH 13 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Zechariah 13: 1 - 9

    CACI suppose we gather from the first verse that the Lord has means available for the cleansing of His people, so that their former state of sin and uncleanness may be removed. 

    QuesIs it not significant, the fact of its following on the great mourning in the previous section and history in connection with Christ? 

    CACYes, I thought so. That would produce the desire for cleansing. The thought is suggested in many parts of Scripture of cleansing by water, but it is not quite as the old hymn says, There is a fountain filled with blood. That is an unscriptural thought. 

    RemThe mention of water occurs very frequently in Johns writings, connected with the thought of cleansing, does it not? 

    CACYes, the thought of washing is often in Scripture. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. It is the result of washing by water, not by blood. We can perhaps understand better the cleansing by blood because that is purely under the eye of God, while cleansing by water is a moral reality brought about in the saints, as I understand it. 

    RemWashing of water by the word. 

    CACYes, we get that thought. 

    QuesIs the washing by water of those in positional nearness, at least those brought nigh, the people of God, or is it wider than that? 

    CACIt seems to be the first step in Gods ways according to 1 Corinthians 6. Paul mentions a number of things and he says, These things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified. It seems to come two steps before justification. 

    QuesIs it not all because of the blood? 

    CACYes, but not in atonement here. I doubt if that question is raised in the book of Zechariah. No, I think it is the moral character, such as God refers to in Ezekiel 36: 25, And I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean. The washing of water by the word, that comes in as a continuous process. The assembly is sanctified by the washing of water by the word. But the washing of water here is brought about once for all. Ye have been washed, Paul said to the Corinthians, and Ye are clean the Lord said to His own. 

    QuesIs that why prophets and unclean spirits pass out of the land? 

    CACYes, in moral cleansing these things have no place. It is a setting aside of the former condition. 

    Ques. As in baptism? 

    CACYes, it is a kind of finality Scripture speaks of as the washing of regeneration; that is, coming into a new order of things of which every saint is conscious. Putting off the old and putting on the new  every saint is conscious of it. Born of water comes into it clearly, the whole person takes on a new character. If we do not understand that, we do not understand much; we do not understand what it is to be a Christian. It is the outward means of purifying. It is the seeing in the death of Christ the closing up of our former state, and the washing brings that to us in a definite way so that we know it as a reality. 

    RemIt says, In that day. 

    CACYes, it is looking forward surely to that day when it will be brought about for Israel in the knowledge of the death of Christ. Israel will come under the action of the fountain then. 

    QuesIs not His death referred to in the thought of His being pierced? 

    CACYes, but it brings in the thought of the wickedness of men. 

    QuesWill the land come under this cleansing? 

    CACYes, all religiously unclean will pass out of the land. It is what comes to pass in christianity, the false prophets have gone, we do not listen to them. 

    RemSo it is not a case of Ephraim is joined to idols, but, What have I to do any more with idols? 

    CACYes; we do not want anything but what is of God. If you could not sign that statement you are not Christians at all. 

    RemNumbers speaks of the water of purification. 

    CACYes, it is the setting aside of the former state. Baptism is a clear indication that a mans former state is gone  buried. That is the teaching of it. 

    RemI will cut off the names of the idols. Their names are not mentioned, their names are gone. 

    CACThat is very good. You see what a complete cleansing it will be for Israel. They will destroy false prophets and they will speak of their Messiah in all His blessedness and glory. And surely they are not to be in a better state than we are; I would not like to assert that at all. It is the day of Christ as the end for faith and love of our former state. We come to that in our spirits. We are not Christians if we have not taken that ground. 

    RemWhen invited to shoot, J.B.S. said Mr. Stoney was dead. 

    CACIt is the application of the death of Christ in its purifying power so that a mans affections are detached from all he was in flesh, and attached to Christ and all he knows of God in Christ. It is a new moral state. That is christianity. 

    Israel will benefit in the coming day. Not one will boast in being a child of Abraham, but in God and in Christ, and so will be morally clean. That sort of person is morally clean. 

    RemJohn stresses both the water and the blood. There are both. 

    CACIn one way, but not in the sense we are speaking of. It is what is true all the time we are here. There is always the danger of retiring to the flesh, so that we leave the state we are in with God; something we have been delivered from we go back to and link on to it. That is very dreadful, for we are not true to our baptism. Peter was told, What God hath cleansed, do not thou make common. The sheet of animals represented the gentile world that had come under Gods cleansing. They were morally cleansed before, for they were judicially cleansed when they had received Peters gospel. 

    RemHe that is washed all over needs not to wash save his feet. 

    CACYes, I think that is the idea. An element of purification enters into the saints from the very beginning. We are cleansed to be suitable to Christ risen and glorified, which is more than could be said of Israel. God tells us in detail in Ezekiel 36 how He will purify them until the point is reached in the end of this chapter: They shall say, Jehovah is my God. That is a clean people. 

    RemRefining comes in in addition to the water. 

    CACIt is a cleansing by fire. 

    RemThat is a more drastic matter. 

    CACSo the prophets are dispensed with  those that give wrong impressions of God  so room is made to bring in Christ in verse 5. 

    QuesWhy does he say, I am a tiller of the ground? 

    CACOne comes in really to serve man on Gods part. He shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me as bondman from my youth. That is the place that Christ has taken to serve man. It is a very beautiful thought, He came in to be acquired by man, to be a Bondman, to do anything and everything man needs. He came not to be ministered to, but to minister. Instead of His service being accepted, His hands were wounded. He was wounded in His very service. He was reproached for His service. One would have thought men would have been thankful to have such service, but Israel as such did not value it. 

    QuesWhy does He say, I am no prophet? He was the greatest Prophet. 

    CACI thought from this point of view the Lord disclaims being anything but a Servant. The condition of lowly service into which He came is the point of view in this book. 

    RemThe prophets are cut off and He comes in on an entirely new basis. 

    CACYes, I think so. His only thought was to serve men. 

    QuesWhat would the thought be of the Husbandman? 

    CACTiller of the ground. He came to labour. A prophet would have some status and be rather an important personage. The Lord disclaims that. He came to labour, that was His object here. 

    QuesReferring to Adam as tiller of the ground to produce that which is for his sustenance, is it here the Lord taking up what fell upon man? 

    CACYes, and in that humble place of taking no reputation, a humble Toiler for the good of men. It is one of Zechariahs unique statements about the Lord you do not get anywhere else. It is just the opposite to what you get of man in his greatness. If we had nothing before us but the thought of service, we should be supremely happy. When we are not happy, it is because we are not in the spirit of service. The happiest people are those who are given up to service. I covet that for myself  I should be a great man spiritually if I coveted nothing for myself but serving the saints. It follows the purification of the fountain, which cleanses us of all those wretched self-importances that hinder our service. 

    RemI am in the midst of you as the one that serves (Luke 22: 27). 

    CACYes, His whole life was on that principle. It is very encouraging because it is open to us  proposed to us  to think of others and serve. The youngest child can take that up, willing to help and serve others. It is a wonderful model. 

    RemI notice in the tilling of the ground in Genesis, there is a river flowing out to water the garden. 

    CACOut of the service there is the living water going out of Jerusalem. In the next chapter it flows out of those who are set to serve. They do not think of themselves, then you get the water flowing out. The Lord serves in love, and will in a sense serve eternally; and in the days of His flesh He gets no recompense. His hands were pierced in the house of His friends, who should have thought much of Him. They were the very persons to pierce His hands. 

    QuesWould you say something about verse 7, Awake, O sword against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts? 

    CACThat is almost beyond us  to find there is something in the pathway of the Lord that is far greater than His rejection and His piercing by men. He finds Himself in the position where He finds Jehovahs sword against Him, and He has entered Isaiah 53. We did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. That is what He was publicly. His service came to an end in the smiting of God. I find a fathomless depth in it which I cannot say much about. A time came when He was smitten, but not in atonement. 

    QuesWho says this, Awake, O sword against my shepherd? 

    CACIt says, Saith Jehovah of hosts (verse 7). The time came in the Lords history when His service as Shepherd had to cease, and He had to taste what was before Israel, as about to be smitten and cut off, and He entered into their position of being smitten and cut off. He felt it in His own spirit. It all came to an end, His service in the flesh and the fruit of it  the few that He had gathered around Him scattered. It was Gods doing. Jehovahs fellow. It is just then, when in extraordinary humiliation, that He is always saluted according to His divine glory. 

    RemIt is the same where it speaks of smiting on the cheek the ruler of my people. 

    CACYes, the Lord had to face the smiting and the giving up of all the promises that centred in Him in the flesh. He felt it intensely. We see something of it, Now is my soul troubled. It all had to be given up in view of being taken up in resurrection. 

    RemCut me not off in the midst of my days. 

    CACThis is not the thought of atonement, for the sheep are scattered. It would be gathering if it were the assembly. That he should also gather together into one the children of God who were scattered abroad. He said, You will all be offended in Me tonight. They did not understand it and I feel how little I understand it. The Shepherd smitten and the sheep scattered, they had to go through it. 

  

  
    ZECHARIAH 13 (JND 38)
    

    
    
  
  
    ZECHARIAH 13 (JND 38)

    Zechariah 13

     5. I think I have noticed in my interleaved Bible, I cannot but think the English translation has missed the sense. It is Christ taking His lowly place, and amongst men, as Man, mans place, and then His rejection by the Jews, and then Gods counsel in it as to the Man, His fellow. I hardly see how kik-na-ni (has acquired me) can be taught me to keep cattle. And He said comes in abruptly. And He said I am no Prophet; Adam possessed me, bought me, from my youth. I was a servant to man from the beginning. 

    And he said, What are these wounds in Thy hands? Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. Then the blessed counsel of God comes, in His view of Christs service and His place as the Shepherd of Israel  the Good Shepherd that lays down His life for the sheep. The Shepherd thus out of the way, through wickedness on the part of the people, in needed grace on Gods part, yet smiting the Shepherd for the sake of the flock, His hand falls necessarily on the faithful of the flock itself. They must feel the condition of Israel, the sin in which they are all involved, but to them, living through Him, it is passing through the fire for purifying. Isaiah 1:25, and Amos 1:8, and Psalm 81:14, show, I think, that turning the hand upon is in judgment. The Lord Jesus does not quote this last part, because its force is for the latter days. The little ones, if they had a common lot with Him, had hardly, in any sense, a common lot with the Jewish people after His death, but, though eventually separated, they are acted on together at the close; see verses 8 and 9. 

    These last two chapters are very general. 

     7. I will turn my hand upon the little ones; compare Isaiah 1:25  verses 8, 9, I apprehend, explain it. He visits to purify. But little ones are brought low, become vile. It is the Jews looked at as having to say to God in the Land, but brought low in it. Note it is the word amithi (My neighbour) found only in Leviticus and here. In Matthew the blessed Lord treats it as Gods act I will smite. This seems to me His perfectness. 

    It has struck me that the force of this, Christs statement of Himself as humbled, in contrast to all the ecclesiastical and prophetic false assumption of the nation, and He said or shall say, not a Prophet am I  a man tilling the ground (compare Genesis 3:23) am I, for man made me his property from my youth, i.e., Christ was subjected to the condition and necessities of man from the outset, as the Servant of their good, having come into the sorrow and toil into which man was driven (out of Paradise). Then comes His Jewish rejection  He received His wounds in the house of His friends. Then comes Gods part  it pleased the Lord to bruise Him. Awake, O Sword, etc. Then the consequence, to the Jewish people, of all this, till their millennial reception in verse 9. Then the final result as to all the nations as well as Jerusalem, in the next chapter. 

     5. As to the word hik-na-ni (caused me to acquire) it is confirmed, and its force beautifully brought out by comparing Proverbs 8:22. This is the humiliation of Christ, as connected with the Jews  that His title in His Person, and the glory of the Lords ways. 

     8, 9. All the resulting history of the Jews is in these two verses. 

    Zechariah 14  1. The, day of the Lord, is always, or involves, earthly judgment. 

     17, 18. The Lord of hosts. Neither shall there be upon them ... there shall be the plague, etc., or, neglecting the athnakh, shall there not be upon them the plague.  19. After all, I see no proof that khat-tath (sin) means punishment. Proverbs 10:16 is the only passage that can be reasonably alleged, that I can find. It may perhaps, allude to it, as that which represents, and marks the sin, as he shall bear his iniquity, the proof and force of which would be seeing him lie under the judgment it brought. This is the sense of the word (in two forms) in Lamentations 3:39 and chapter 4: 6  bearing the sin on himself in punishment, something as the sense of sin-offering. And, I suppose, it must be so taken here, but so as to charge the measure, and the character of the sin, not merely the fact of punishment. It is governmentally putting the sin upon him, instead of taking it off; compare Lamentations 4:22. 

  

  
    THE WORK AND THE WORKMEN (JT 27)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE WORK AND THE WORKMEN (JT 27)

    2 Timothy 2:15; Zechariah 13:5,6; Luke 17:7 - 10; Mark 13:34,35

    I have in mind in linking up these four scriptures together, to speak of the work and the workmen. It is not my thought to confine my remarks to those who are, as we say, actively engaged in the Lords work, but that all may see that it is a time of work, calling for work-people; some, as we may say in ordinary language, skilled, others relatively unskilled, but all responsible to have a part in the work. Of old, as you will remember, the Levites representing the saints from this point of view, were numbered from a month old and upward (Numbers 2:15); all were held for service, and the service which we speak of as levitical was no light service. The word in Numbers 4:3 implies labour, toil, and so, having this in view, the Lord Jesus, who is the prince of princes of the Levites (Numbers 3:32), sets out for us the true idea of workmanship; indeed, it begins with God Himself. We are therefore in no mean company, however menial our part may be in the work. It is a work in which God Himself has His part. The Lord says, My Father worketh hitherto, John 5:17. God had wrought in what we speak of as the material universe, the workmanship being pieced out by the day, and indeed it is only a day at a time even with God Himself. The work was by the day, each day having its own work; but He ceased from His labour, we are told, having finished it. 

    But the Lord does not allude to that when He says, My Father worketh hitherto John 5:17. He alludes to a subsequent work, which began immediately on the incoming of sin, as, for example, the clothing by which Adam and Eve were clothed was the workmanship of God. And so the Lord Jesus becoming Man takes it up; and He says, and I work John 5:17. I hope to touch presently on the manner and spirit of His work. 

    In the apostle Paul we have that work carried on connected, as we may say, with one man. Others, indeed, had been taken up, as we know, but he says that he laboured more abundantly than they all. I wish you to note the recurrence, the frequency of the recurrence of the words work, workmen and workmanship in his epistles, his epistles having in mind as a feature to induce the spirit of working and to discredit the spirit of idleness. And not only that, but in him we get what we get in God, what we get in Christ, that is to say, completion of work. You will all remember how the Lord upbraids the assembly at Sardis, saying, I have not found thy works complete before my God Revelation 3:2. Whatever they may have been before men, they were not complete before God. Much has been done, and is being done in what assumes to be the assembly, much that draws out the praise and admiration of men; notables of history, divines come under review as great workers, highly approved and commended by men; but in our work, beloved, it is with God we have to do. And so the Lord says, I have not found thy works complete before my God Revelation 3:2. That church stands over against workers who complete what is given them to do, or what they undertake to do; hence, as I have been saying, God finished His work  the work was completed. The Lord Jesus Christ finished His work; as He said, I have completed the work which thou gavest that I should do it (John 17:4), and so of Paul  honoured as he thus is, as in many other respects  after his first missionary journey with Barnabas, it is said of them that they finished the work which had been entrusted to them (see Acts 14:26)  a most important feature, 

    for whilst there is a disposition, especially among the young, to take up service, very often, as with John Mark, it is left off and left unfinished; it is said of him he had not gone with them to the work Acts 15:38. 

    Now I want to show you from Zechariah  coming back to Timothy later  how the spirit of workmanship appeared in Christ. The earlier verses of chapter 13 speak of false prophecy, of which, alas! there is much at the present time, and what comes out is that in the latter day the father and the mother of a false prophet will put him to death. We are thus notified of the importance of the disallowance of natural feelings and affections in regard of those who serve. We know how Barnabas was affected in regard of John Mark; it was natural affection, and resulted in the severance of the two great servants who together had fulfilled the work that had been given them, and for which they had been committed to the grace of God. Mothers favouring their sons, fathers favouring their sons, and sisters favouring their brothers, all has to be dealt with, and refused, if the work is to go on according to God in a true levitical way. And so in the chapter it goes on to speak of the prophet denouncing all this, and refusing to wear hairy garments to deceive. Garments worn to distinguish us for service are disallowed in this passage, even although they be hairy ones  garments which may cause us discomfort; for the flesh goes a long way in order to obtain religious distinction and reputation. What we speak of as the cloth is disallowed. 

    And then the Lord, as I understand it, says, I am no prophet. Wonderful remark! indicating His complete self-abnegation and refusal of religious reputation in this world. I need not remark, beloved, how much a prophet He was  the Prophet of God. I am speaking of His own attitude publicly, His attitude and spirit; there was no attempt to build up or establish religious reputation, He was just an ordinary man, as He says, The Son of man has come eating and drinking Matthew 11:19. He came in a most ordinary way  a carpenter  as we are told in the gospels. How unlike a prophet according to mans thought! No hairy garment to deceive or mere fleshly self-abnegation in order to establish religious reputation; all that is abhorrent to God. The reputation to be acquired, as it was in the Lord Himself, was moral; it soon came to light, but He said, I am no prophet; for man acquired me as bondman from my youth. Think of that! You say, I am a servant of God; but what about being a servant of man? That may be too menial. One is afraid of people who class themselves as servants of God, not that I am denying there are such, surely, but I am speaking now of those who call themselves thus. How easily we may endeavour to clothe ourselves with dignity in a public way! 

    So the Lord says, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me as bondman from my youth. This is how the greatest of all servants undertook His ministry. It is presented as a model for us, and no one need hope to aspire to any effective service in any other spirit than in that which is indicated here. He says, man acquired me. If you look at it from that point of view, it may involve what is menial. The great apostle said, Ourselves your bondmen for Jesus sake 2 Corinthians 4:5. And so the Lord here is a tiller of the ground, acquired by man as a bondman to keep cattle. And then in His service others inquire, What are those wounds in thy hands? Acquired in service; marvellous to see that in serving He acquired wounds in His hands! Let us not forget, beloved, that in the service of the Lord the wounds will come  are sure to come. If we serve as Christ did, if we decline honour from man as He did, and if we avoid appealing to mens feelings and sensibilities as He did, we shall incur their disapproval, we shall incur their opposition, we shall incur wounds from them. These things are not inviting, but it is only kindness that brethren should understand that the service of God involves wounds. Where did He receive the wounds? In the house of His friends  not from the heathen, not from those who are without, as we speak, but from those who are professedly friends. The most vicious of all wounds are such, but we may expect them. One could easily show  not only in the Lords life, but also in that of the apostles, particularly Pauls  how such wounds were inflicted upon the very hands that served. Paul says, These hands have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me Acts 20:34. Hands are the symbols of power in service, and the very service only incurred the wounds. 

    I do not go on to speak of other wounds, received governmentally, although we may come under the government of God in our service, for the sword came against the man who is Jehovahs fellow (verse 7). But while we may incur the government of God, and we must expect His governmental dealings with us, yet we shall never endure anything like what is spoken of here. Our Lord went on to the cross; He received wounds from God; these were vicarious. I do not dwell on them, but they touch the heart; He served men as acquired by them to serve, and He received wounds from them, but then He went on and received wounds from God. Such was His part, beloved brethren, and path of service! There was the smiting of the Shepherd; I would only speak of it, if I may, in the light of government. The government of God is to be respected. The Lord is said in Hebrews to be at the right hand of the throne of God. He is presented at the right hand in many aspects in Hebrews, but in chapter 12, where the discipline of God is in view, and where the race is in view, He is at the right hand of the throne of God. The throne of God represents His government. At the present time the position of Christ as at the right hand of the throne of God implies discipline, it implies chastening; not punitive, but for our good; for who is the son that the father chastens not? (Hebrews 12:7) and Ye endure for chastening, God conducts himself towards you as towards sons Hebrews 12:7. We must expect discipline, yea, we value it as we understand it. The throne here is that at the right hand of which Christ sits, having run the whole course of faith  the leader and completer of faith Hebrews 12:2. 

    I want now to go on to Luke, to show from the Lords words how He intended that His apostles should be marked as workmen by His own spirit and ways. You will observe in looking at the passage that the apostles, as such, had asked that their faith might be increased. The passage deals with his apostles; the word is apostles there, not disciples, as is usual. Now apostleship, as I understand it, implies representation, it implies authority. The Lord intended that as going out of this world, He should be represented in it. When here He maintained divine authority in heavenly grace, as He said to His opponents, That ye may know that the Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins, he said to the paralysed man, I say to thee, Arise, and take up thy little couch and go to thine house Luke 5:24. The miracle was to establish that He had authority, and the apostles in Luke represent His authority. I think that Luke makes more of apostleship than the other writers, for it is essential to the effective working of grace. The apostles were to be furnished; they were to be able to say to the sycamine tree, Be thou rooted up, and be thou planted in the sea (Luke 17:6); that is to say, all that stood in the way of grace should be removed, and it was removed. Judaism in all its power was removed. Then what comes to light is workmanship; the Lord emphasises that, and He calls upon them to consider. Which of you is there who having a bondman ploughing or shepherding? You may say, I have never thought of such work as that in the service of God. But it is wholesome to see that what is in view is the most onerous kind of work. The Lord had set it out in Himself, He was a tiller of the ground, and to till the ground we must plough. Ploughing is perhaps one of the most arduous labours of a farmer, or a husbandman, but without it there could be no crop. You see, therefore, beloved, what a task lay before the apostles of Christ. They were not to be men known as leaders in this world, filling up the halls of fame of this world; they were not to be that; they were to be ploughers of the field, tillers of the soil; and then they were to feed and take care of the cattle. The service of God implies the most arduous and menial kind of work, first ploughing the soil, and then caring for the cattle. 

    You cannot care for cattle save by getting up early. Jacob is the great type in Scripture of one who cared for cattle: In the day the heat consumed me, and the frost by night Genesis 31:40. Cattle need continual attention; he who cares for them has to be attendant on them at all times. But the master after all that the servant has done when he comes in says, Prepare ... and gird thyself and serve me. The servant might say, I have done something, I have done a hard days work, it is surely my due that I should now be waited on. How many of the Lords professing servants expect that, expect to have the very best! I am not now speaking of what is their due, for Paul insists that he who preaches the gospel should live of the gospel; that is another side to what I have in view; but the servant here comes in and the Master says, Set on for Me; of what value is all this toil save as I get something out of it? Christ must get something out of the toil; it is not for yourself at all. You may think you are deserving of something out of it! No; it is for the Master; you set on for me, let me eat and drink. You see thus the position which service implies; what exercise, what humiliation. The keenest thing of all is the humiliating feature of the service. And then you have to say yourself (not that others should say it for you, but you have to say yourself), I am an unprofitable bondman, and the most striking thing of all, we have done what it was our duty to do. 

    I turn now to Marks gospel, and, as you might expect, it is not there the onerous nature of the work, the arduous character of it, but the work itself, and what yours is to be; that is to say, it is a question of distribution, for one is not to do all the work, as it says, he has given some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers Ephesians 4:11. There is variety in the workmen and in the work, and the Lord is the distributor. And so He speaks about the man going out of the country, going a long way, and the house being left. Note it is not now ploughing or looking after cattle; these are not mentioned; but it is the house. There is the house here, and the Lord says He gives authority to His bondmen, or as it should read, the authority. I have been speaking about authority in apostles; the apostles have gone, but the authority has not gone; it remains  the authority relative to the house. We must never overlook that the authority has been given; He gave the authority, it says, and to each one his work; that is Mark. 

    Now we come to what I may call the dignity side; the house is not the field, there is no ploughing or shepherding needed in the house, it is the family sphere. You will understand when I speak of ploughing or shepherding I have the spiritual thoughts in view, as each has to do with the saints. When you come to the house we are in the family, and what is needed is authority. If I plough, I need skill, and I need physical strength; and so, too, in looking after cattle. No doubt a cow recognises certain authority in a man, but that is creational; that is what God has set in the creation; but when we come to the family the authority must be moral. It is based on affection; it is based on family relationships; and the authority is given, and it exists in the house. It is a question of what is moral, and the power one may exercise through moral weight in the house. Timothy and Titus give specific instructions as to the authority in regard of those who care for the assembly, but we have also to remember that government is a gift. There are persons who have authority in government who may never qualify according to Timothy and Titus. Paul had the gift of government; he had moral power given him of God to influence the saints in the way of authority. And so here the Lord gave the authority, and then to every man his work. We may be sure that whilst speaking of the arduous character of the work, and the menial and humiliating character of it, that the Lord will never give us more to do than we are equal to, and the work He gives us to do we are qualified for  to each one his work; and He will support us in it; hence it is to be carried on on the principle of the measure of faith, and the grace that He gives. We are to carry on the work according to the apportionment, whatever it may be, and then according to the measure of faith and of grace that the Lord gives. You see, therefore, how poised, how regulated everything is in service, so that the work of God should not be impeded, that it should go on, each knowing what his part is, and doing it according to the example of Christ, and of the apostle Paul. 

    Having said all this, it is only a question now of appeal. The need is great at the present time; as the Lord said to His disciples, Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest John 4:35. The need is great, but whilst that is so, He will not accept workmen save on His own terms, and He makes it perfectly plain what you may expect  the present portion. What you will have by-and-by I have not touched on, but you may depend upon it that God is no mans debtor and for every bit of work you do for Christ you will find in the doing of it ample compensation. 

    Now in coming to Timothy, which is for the last days, it is still by way of appeal. The apostle says, Strive diligently to present thyself, ... a workman that has not to be ashamed, 2 Timothy 2:15. That is the word for us at the present time  the time of 2 Timothy. But although we are in a day of small things, and notwithstanding the irregular outward appearance of things, yet the work has to go on, but it is to go on according to divine order, Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God ... cutting in a straight line the word of truth 2 Timothy 2:15. The word of truth is brought in here as the great working material. No doubt people of the world wonder why we have always got our Bibles. The workmen of God are never to be without them. But now here it is not only a question of having the holy writings, but the passage tells us how important they are: Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching ... that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work 2 Timothy 3:16,17. 

    And now I only add a word as to the importance of using the Scriptures aright. One is very conscious of ones inability to use them rightly, but one is encouraged to speak of the importance of cutting in a straight line the word of truth, that is to say, of not using them for any other purpose than the establishment of the truth. Let Scripture speak for itself, learn how to use them according to their own proper setting; they will thus furnish the man of God unto every good work. 

    May the Lord help us! As I said, the need is great, but the Lord will have the work carried on on His own terms according to His own way, and He looks for men to take up the service. 

  

  
    PARTNERSHIP (WJH 12)
    

    
    
  
  
    PARTNERSHIP (WJH 12)

    Zechariah 13:7; Ephesians 2:19; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Philemon 1,2, Philemon 23-25

    In alluding to these scriptures, I want to call attention to the various ways in which we are bound together, and share things in common. There is a great partnership existent, beloved brethren, and one has felt that while we maintain what is distinctive  as for instance, the relative position of the man and the woman, and the responsibilities that are properly local  the Lord would help us to realize that there is a very great deal that we share together in a universal way. One feels with oneself the tendency to be extreme in one way or the other. 

    Partnership in the conflicts and limitations of the testimony mark the closing moment; and I would like to dwell a little on the partnership that exists amongst the people of God. Though the word is not used in scripture it is implied in such expressions as fellow-citizens, fellow-labourers, fellow-soldiers, and fellow-prisoners, and then, last of all, there is the word in Peter referring to the elders, in which the apostle speaks of himself as a fellow-elder. 

    I am sure we would not overlook the fact that in some respects it pleases God to put people and things in grades; and so it says in connection with the twelve, first Simon, who is called Peter. They were not all on the one level though they were all apostles. The first was Peter by the Lords appointment. So when you come to the gifts it says, first apostles, secondarily prophets, etc., and the apostle asks, Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? showing that there is diversity in gift. Then too, in relation to responsibility  that which the Lord attached to Ephesus was not that of Smyrna; and the responsibility of Pergamos was not that of Thyatira, each local assembly having its own responsibility. The Lord has called attention to that, but on the other hand, we need to see that there is a very great deal in which we are all partners, and it is on that line that I wish to speak to you. 

    First of all, I would like to speak of the Lord Jesus as God speaks of Him through the prophet, saying, the man that is my fellow saith the Lord of hosts. There is the side from which He is viewed as in subjection to God, and in which He takes a subordinate place, and one of relative inferiority to the Father, as He said, My Father is greater than I. Indeed, the scripture says that He was made a little lower than (that is inferior to) the angels for the suffering of death. I know some do not like the word inferior, but the Spirit of God has indited it, for that is the word used in Hebrews 2: 7. Angels cannot die, 

    but man can die, and the blessed Lord Jesus Christ became man, in order to die. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, Hebrews 2: 14. 

    John says, He came by water and blood, 1 John 5: 6. His very coming into the scene of testimony involved death for Him. Again, He Himself said, the Son can do nothing of himself, and as I hear, I judge. In Mark 13: 32, He says, Of that day and that hour knoweth no man... neither the Son. These references show clearly that the Lord is viewed in manhood, and as accepting in infinite grace a position of relative inferiority. The apostle in 1 Corinthians 15: 28, says further, when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 

    There is also another side of the truth, and one was impressed in this connection with the import of that word in Zechariah, where the Spirit of God says, Awake O sword against my shepherd  He is Gods shepherd, and He suffers thus for the sheep. But then it says, against the man who is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts. He became Man to die. He came to bear all that the sword required, but in His own blessed Person, He is the Man who is Jehovahs Fellow. Now that is another view of the Lord in manhood. The One who is in manhood, is equal to Jehovah, for that is what Fellow means: it implies equality. It does not say who was my Fellow. He ever was God before He assumed manhood, and He was with God. He speaks to His Father in John 17: 5, and says, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. In the past eternity He was there, He was God, and He was with God, but here in Zechariah, it says, the man that is my fellow. The One who is now in manhood, is Jehovahs Fellow. 

    I think that is a fact that becomes greater and greater to ones heart. We have been disposed at times, I feel sure, to put limitations upon our Lord Jesus Christ, but that cannot be right. His glory knows no bounds, and while it is true He accepted limitations in grace, we cannot impose limitations on Him. On the one side He is presented as in subjection, and yet on the other hand, God speaks of Him as the man that is my fellow. The Lord in manhood here, says, What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where He was before? Where was that?  where was He before? He dwelt in the light which no man can approach unto  no man can pass within that barrier. 

    Now it must be manifest that no creature could go outside the sphere in which God had placed him, but the Lord Jesus said, What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?  and that is what He has done! He has ascended up far above all heavens. He has gone there in manhood. The Lord is not bound by the limits of creation  that blessed Person, though come into manhood, could go outside all its boundaries. The Lord speaking to the Father in John 17: 5, addresses Him from the platform of equality and says, glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. Such is His greatness personally that He can say to the Father  along with Thee  as the New Translation reads. What a claim He has upon our hearts! The Lord would I am sure, give us an increasing sense of His unspeakable greatness, though Man, He has His part in the Deity; the One who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God... but took upon him the form of a servant. The One who descended, is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things. 

    I want now to speak of what we share together, which is on a totally different platform. There is that which we have in common, in partnership, and I would like to speak first of citizenship. Men glory in being citizens, it is a great thing in the world, and it should be a great thing to all the people of God. The apostle says, Our citizenship is in heaven, and again, we are fellow-citizens with the saints, Ephesians 2: 19. What a citizenship! One would appeal to any who are still mixed up with the cities of this world which all found their origin in the city which Cain built in order that he might forget God. It was as a vagabond and a fugitive that he went out from the presence of God and built his city. 

    Fellow Christian, let me tell you that there is another city, the city of God  Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God! This is the city of which we are said to be fellow-citizens. And what a city it is! Speaking of the heavenly city, the apostle John says, I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty is its temple, and the Lamb. That is to say, there is no distance from God in that city, for God is there. Think of the blessedness of being in the presence of God! David having tasted it says, A day in thy courts, is better than a thousand. I would rather have one day in the presence of God than a thousand days anywhere else. In this great and holy city, Gods presence is known, and the presence of the Lamb. The glory of God enlightens it, and the lamp of it is the Lamb; all the glorious light of God radiates through the One who suffered. And there is a river in it whose waters are clear as crystal. There is not a defiling element in the influence that flows from that city. The tree of life is there bearing its various fruits every month  fresh presentations of Christ in living power to maintain in life the inhabitants of that city. And there is a great and high wall that keeps out all evil, and, dear friends, we are fellow citizens of that city! I wonder how much we know about it? You say, That is all future. No, it is not. 

    The apostle says, Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. We have come to it. I wonder how much we are in the living good of that. I would just like to leave the thought with you, that if you belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, you are a citizen of the city of God, and you are to share in the rights of citizenship with all the saints. There is one thing that is needed for present entrance into the city: we must wash our robes. We cannot pass in with unclean robes. Revelation 22: 14, according to the best authorities should read, Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life and that they should go in by the gates, into the city. That is what the Lord wants us to do. If we do not know much about that city it may be because we have not washed our robes. 

    I do not dispute the right of any believer to be a citizen, but no one can go through the gates except with washed robes. Oh, you say, That was done when I was converted. No, washing our robes is something further. What the Lord did when you were converted was to give you to be able to say, Unto him that loves us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, Revelation 1: 5. That is what has already been done; but in Revelation 22, it says, Blessed are they that wash their robes  that is continuous, and it is what you do. The Lord does not do that. Our robes are what surround us  our ways and the circumstances in which we are known. Literally and typically, they are what we are seen in, and God uses the figure in that way. A man is seen and known by his apparel; you do not see what is in his mind and heart, but you do see what he does, and where he goes, who his friends are, and what he reads; that is how you know him, that is how he appears. Those are his garments  his associations, his friendships, and his actions. 

    David said in Psalm 109: 18, of the wicked man, he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment. But the Lord said to John, Blessed are they that wash their robes. It means that you bring the import of the death of Christ to bear practically upon your actions, your friendships, your associations, 

    your books, indeed, your whole environment, and the things that are not in keeping with it, you refuse; and thus the robes are washed and clean, and you have right to go through the gates of the city, as a fellow citizen with the saints, and as of the household of God. 

    There is another city, Babylon, of which the Lord speaks in the Revelation, saying to His own who are still in it, Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins. Then there is the great city which is called spiritually, Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. Think of a city in which is concentrated the awful spiritual corruption represented in Sodom, the independence of God represented in Egypt, and the hatred to Christ expressed in His being crucified. The apostasy which is fast increasing is marked by men crucifying for themselves the Son of God, and putting Him to an open shame. That is what it is in the sight of heaven, and all these abominations are spreading in Christendom, man is giving up God, and many of the so-called leaders in the professing church, are foremost in it. The Lord appeals to His own to Come out of her. If there is one who is found identified with the system where confusion reigns as in Babylon, or where spiritual corruption and independence of God and the rejection of Christ exist, the Lords word to you is Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

    I will now refer to what the apostle says in writing to Philemon; he calls him our dearly beloved, and fellow labourer. I do not think the Lord ever intended to have any of His own unemployed. The apostle speaks of working with his hands, the thing that is good. The hands are for work. What a vast field for labour there is! We are all to be in it as fellow labourers, partners in the work of the Lord. You say, What can I do? Well, the Lord gives to every man his work, Mark 13: 34. He does not give to all the same work, but to every man his own work. In those days, one might have been a slave. What could a slave do? He could adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, Titus 2: 10. He can make the doctrine look magnificent; he can adorn it. The doctrine of God cannot be improved in any way, but the apostle says to the slave, Adorn it  show up its lustre by expressing the character of Christ in your work, in all good fidelity adorning the doctrine in everything. 

    The apostle speaks of sisters, I commend to you Phoebe, our sister which is a servant of the church... a succourer of many and of myself also, Romans 16: 1-2. She was a fellow-labourer; many had turned away from the labour, so that writing from the prison in Rome, Paul says, these only are my fellow-workers, Colossians 4: 11. The Lord wants us all to share the labour, for there is much to be done. Happy are these thy servants, said the Queen of Sheba when she came up and saw the magnificence of Solomon, his greatness, and his wisdom and the food of his table. She saw that it was a most blessed thing to serve such a king as that, and the Lord would call everyone that loves Him into His service, so that we might become fellow-labourers, fellow helpers with the truth. 

    Then the apostle speaks of fellow-soldiers. God grant that we may all have that character, for the war is on. Every believer as having the Holy Spirit is enlisted as a soldier, to take his place in the ranks as a fellow-soldier, in confessing the Lord and in supporting the truth. You say, I do not know much about the battle. Well, you may not have gone very far yet, and you may know little of it, but it is well to face it. You remember Moses speaks of The book of the wars of the Lord, Numbers 21: 14. There are many wars which the Lord is conducting. He is the great Captain, the Captain of our salvation, the Captain of the Lords host, the whole conflict is in His hands. He is the Commander-in-chief, and all His people are to be soldiers, sharing the conflict together under His leadership. That is the divine thought. 

    The first war is the one in which we are weak; the war with Amalek. It never ceases while time lasts. It does not go on in eternity, but throughout all the generations of time  when you are just converted, when you are a young man, when you are a father in the faith  that war is still on, and it goes on while time lasts. It is in that war that we begin to qualify as soldiers, and learn the gain of victory. We are to be soldiers  the battle is on with the flesh every hour, every day, every month, every year, till the end. Every one of Gods people should be at war with the flesh, never making peace  that is where Saul went wrong, he spared something from Amalek; but God makes war with him, He wants every one of us in this war, and we will never get on in our souls unless we keep it up. It is the conflict of the Spirit against the flesh. 

    The Spirit as in the believer, is against the flesh. The flesh lusteth against the Spirit... these are contrary the one to the other, Galatians 5: 17. I would entreat every believer never to make peace with the flesh. We may be defeated at times, but never let us make peace. If we want to make progress as fellow-soldiers, we shall qualify for conflict, and learn what victory is, as we stand firm in this war against the flesh. Let our attitude towards it be that of continual warfare. 

    When the Amalekite said to David, Here is the crown and the bracelet from Saul, the answer was Fall on him. No quarter for an Amalekite. Then there is Mordecai sitting in the gate, and the king said, Bow down to Haman (an Amalekite). The king said it, but Mordecai did not bow. Mordecai would face death, for he was a soldier, he would not make peace with an Amalekite. The Lord has declared war on Amalek throughout all generations. 

    I cannot touch on the other wars of the Lord, there are many of them, but the reason we know so little about the others, maybe, is that we have not maintained the conflict with Amalek. That is the first war, and unless we learn how to be on the side of victory in the first war I do not suppose we shall ever meet Sihon and Og, or the Philistines, or the seven nations in Canaan  those spiritual wickednesses in heavenly places that the apostle warred against. I only mention that to show that the position of all believers together, is one of fellow-soldiers in the battle. 

    Then we have fellow-prisoners. The position at the end of the Christian dispensation calls for fellow-prisoners. It calls for those who are prepared to accept limitations and reproach  who do not glory in being free-lances. I met a believer, the other day, who said, I am one of the broad-minded brethren, very broad! But he knew nothing about the chain, about accepting limitations because of the dishonour that has come upon Christ through the unfaithfulness of those who profess His name. What is precious to God, and to Christ, is held now in reproach and under restrictions, as the apostle says, Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, 2 Timothy 1: 8. 

    When the apostle was in prison he spoke of my fellow-prisoners. He said of Onesiphorus, he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain, 2 Timothy 1: 16. When he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently and found me, verse 17. He shared the reproach, and how Paul appreciated such! The Lord is looking for those who will be fellow-prisoners in the testimony, prepared to accept the limitations and reproach which are upon the people of God, and which will continue till the end. 

    We have finally, the fellow-elder. Sometimes one hears it said, This is our matter, this is a matter of local responsibility. Well, where will you put Peter? He says, I... who am also an elder. I recognise that scripture connects elders with each assembly, and each city, Acts 14: 23; and Titus 1: 5. Paul and Barnabas ordained them in each assembly, and by the instructions to Titus, they were to be ordained in each city, the normal responsibility extending to the whole city. 

    Nevertheless Peter gives us another side of this, he writes, The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, or as it might rightly read, their fellow elder. While no doubt, Peter had a local setting at Jerusalem, and Paul at Antioch, you could not limit the extent of such spiritual influence. It would rightly extend to wherever there was need for counsel or care. So Paul speaks of having the care of all the assemblies. You could not deny his right to come to the care-meeting in any locality where he might be. He had the care of all the assemblies, he cared for all the saints. What an asset he would be in any place. Then the apostle John when writing to two individuals says, The elder unto the elect lady... and to the beloved Gaius. 

    Eldership according to God is far reaching in its influence and we need to value such as are marked by it and make room for them. I mention this that we might be balanced, and that we might see that while the handling of local matters belongs primarily to those who in each locality seek to care for the saints and the testimony, we must not assume independence, nor suppose that others who care for the saints have no right to enquire, but we should recognise such as have moral qualifications according to God, and who can be truly regarded as sharing in the care of the saints everywhere. 

    The Lord would help us to see that the real kernel of Christianity lies in what we have together. Scripture recognises what is distinct to each of us severally, but beside all that, and greater than all, there are the blessed privileges of being fellow-citizens, sharing the liberty of that great and blessed city together; fellow-labourers, each in his measure doing the Lords work; fellow-prisoners, accepting the limitations and reproach of the closing hour; and, as seeing the great importance of caring for the saints, getting the gain of such as may be able to help in this, even from those outside our own localities. 

    May the Lord encourage us in what we share together. The Lord says in one place, Have ye here any meat? And they gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. I do not refer to the fish, but to the honeycomb, which suggests what is found in mutual affections and activities together. If you want an illustration of a fellow-labourer, you see it in a bee-hive. The Lord ate the honeycomb before them, that is, it was food to His own heart to get the sweetness of that which was secured in the mutual, happy relations amongst the saints as together. 

    The Lord grant that we may be able to give Him that which answers to the honeycomb today. 
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    Zechariah 14

    There is a great contrast between Jerusalem as seen in the early verses of this chapter and Jerusalem as it is viewed from verse 8 to the end of the chapter. It is much like the contrast between Babylon and the holy city Jerusalem in the Revelation. Jerusalem as seen in verse 2 is the subject of divine judgment, given over to the destroyers by Jehovahs displeasure. She is in the hands of those hostile to Jehovah. Jerusalem in this point of view is like the Jerusalem where our Lord was crucified, which has its counterpart in the present state of Christendom. Terrible things came upon the Jerusalem which rejected Christ, and terrible things will come upon the Christendom which professes His name only to dishonour it. When they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction comes upon them ... and they shall in no wise escape, 1 Thessalonians 5: 3. 

    But at the time when the Lord was crucified at Jerusalem, there was a remnant who valued and loved Him, and who had His company for forty days after His resurrection, and who saw Him taken up from the mount of Olives, as we read in Acts 1. It was at the mount of Olives that the disciples were told that He would so come as they had seen Him go. And, as we know, there was a way of escape provided from all that was coming on Jerusalem in that day. Repentance and baptism in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins secured the gift of the Holy Spirit for all who accepted Peters word. The Lord being taken up from the mount of Olives gives that mount a very distinct link with His present place on high, and it was really in the recognition of Him as in that place, exalted by the right hand of God, that the spared remnant on the day of Pentecost found a way of escape. 

    Jehovah will act in a remarkable way for the remnant in Jerusalem in a future day. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem toward the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west,  a very great valley ... . And ye shall flee by (or, into) the valley of my mountains, verses 4, 5. He will take up a position on the mount of Olives before He is King in Jerusalem, and there will be a valley formed in connection with His being there into which, as I understand it, the remnant will flee so as to be in safety from the judgments impending, or actually in progress, in Jerusalem. In fleeing there the remnant will be linked on, in their faith and affections, with Acts 1. They will come spiritually to the thought of Him as risen and ascended, and will understand the Psalms which speak of Him thus. In that valley  a low place  they will learn Christ as having been taken up, and as having occupied a heavenly position for a long time, but as having now come down to take up His earthly kingdom. They will have learned to value the Shepherd, so long despised and rejected. They will have looked on Him as the One whom they pierced, and will have mourned for Him as one dearly loved. They will have washed at the fountain opened, and will be morally suitable to know Him, and to be with Him, in the mount of Olives position before He comes into Jerusalem. In that divinely formed valley there will be no natural impressions of Christ, such as many had in the days of His flesh (Matthew 16: 14); all their thoughts of Him will be according to God. For they will have gone through that day known to Jehovah of which it is said that at eventide it shall be light. They will come into the light of their association with Him as prophetically made known in the Song of Songs and in Psalm 45. Then they will come with Him into the holy city. They will have the light of the Psalms and probably of the gospels also. 

    There is a striking analogy between the circumstances of the remnant in that day and the circumstances in which saints find themselves today. The great Christian profession is just on the verge of apostasy, and is ripening fast for judgment. But there are those who have been purified, and have understood  in measure at least  the wondrous import of the death of Christ. Through exercise they have learned their association with Christ in His heavenly position. The only way of escape from what is under judgment is to flee for refuge to One who is altogether outside it. The Lord is to be known today in what answers to the mount of Olives position. That is, He is to be known as risen, and as having been taken up to heaven. Those who really want to find Christ must go altogether outside the world  either pagan or Christian  to find Him. This is not easily done, for it runs counter to every thought of the natural heart. 

    Our mount of Olives is the epistle to the Ephesians or John 20:17; it is what we shall reach in actuality by the rapture. 

    But I doubt whether any of us learn what it is to be in heavenly association with Christ without going through an experience something like the one described in Zechariah 14: 6, 7. And it shall come to pass in that day, that there shall not be light; the shining shall be obscured. And it shall be one day which is known to Jehovah, not day, and not night; and it shall come to pass, at eventide it shall be light. One has to learn the absence of light here; every human luminary has to be obscured. I do not think anyone will move out to the Lord in the mount of Olives position so long as he thinks there is light in mans intellect or speculations or religious ideas. The wisdom of man, and even his religiousness, is darkness in the spiritual realm, and God would have it learned to be so. However able religious leaders and philosophers may be, they are under death. Only Christ is out of death and suitable for heaven, and it is only as having died with Him, and having Him as our life, that we live Godward. But this is outside the religious world as distinctly as the mount of Olives is outside Jerusalem. It is reached through the exercises and experiences of a day which is entirely different from any day in the natural calendar. It is a day known to Jehovah, which is not day and not night according to mans reckoning; it is a day quite apart from natural impressions, such as the period between Gethsemane and the resurrection was to the disciples, or the three days were to Saul when he neither saw nor ate nor drank. None of us pass from the natural to the spiritual without going through a day of this kind, which is measured not in hours and minutes but in God-given exercise. 

    But at eventide it shall be light. There is no such light as the light of a risen and heavenly Christ. Happy are those whose hearts are filled with it! They are ready for His coming. And the mount of Olives which is before Jerusalem is toward the east. The east speaks spiritually of the coming of the Lord. So that we get a sentence here which stands really by itself in the chapter: And Jehovah my God shall come, and all the holy ones with thee, verse 5. The moment is near when the saints will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. They will actually go out from what is under judgment to be with the Lord, and to come back with Him to share His glorious reign, when all offences and those that practise lawlessness will have been gathered out of His kingdom. 

    In the time of Jerusalems desolation the only way to escape will be to flee out of it, for apostasy will be consummated there, and Gods judgment will be upon it. But His feet standing upon the mount of Olives is outside Jerusalem, and it appears to have reference to how He will make Himself known to the remnant when they will have to flee from apostate Jerusalem. It is a place which links on with known circumstances in the gospel history, and particularly with the Lord being taken up. It seems to me that the valley formed by the cleaving of the mount of Olives should be distinguished from the valley of Jehoshaphat in Joel 3. The latter is for judgment  Jehoshaphat means Jehovah judgeth  and the nations are brought there to be judged. But the former would remind us that the olive in Scripture is connected with promise and Gods sovereign goodness, and it symbolises what is spiritual. Hence I believe that in Jehovah standing on the mount of Olives He is taking up an attitude of grace towards the remnant. The mount cleaving in the midst thereof so as to form a very great valley I understand to be a provision of grace for the repentant remnant. They will flee into it from the city which is, at that time, given up to apostasy and judgment. If this is so there is a striking analogy between their position and ours. We go out spiritually from the scene of apostasy by learning our identification with the One who has been taken up. We shall go out of it actually when His assembling shout calls us to meet Him in the air. Then when the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory, Colossians 3: 4. All the heavenly saints will come with Christ, and those of the earthly saints who are represented by the queen and her companions in Psalm 45 will also be with Him in His glorious reign. All the holy ones with thee is a general statement of what will introduce the reign of Christ, who is identified with Jehovah. It will include saints of the assembly, but it covers all who will reign with Christ. 

    The remnant will not come into the clear light of the Lord in the mount of Olives position until the end of the special day of verses 6 and 7, but at eventide it shall be light. All is light as between the king and the queen in Psalm 45, though the kings enemies have still to be dealt with. 

    The Lord coming with all the holy ones is followed by the introduction of full millennial blessing. Living waters go out from Jerusalem, and Jehovah is King there over all the earth. Jerusalem dwells in her own place, and dwells safely. All who have warred against her will come under judgment, and all the inhabitants of the earth that are left will go up from year to year to worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, and to celebrate the feast of the tabernacles; verse 16. 

    This most instructive book closes on the note of holiness. In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO JEHOVAH; and the pots in Jehovahs house shall be like the bowls before the altar. And every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto Jehovah of hosts ... and in that day there shall be no more a Canaanite in the house of Jehovah of hosts. Every movement, and every vessel of service, will carry the impress of holiness. The selfishness of man, and his self-seeking, will have no more place. The mercenary element, which has been such a corrupting element in connection with the things of God, will disappear. It impresses us with the thought that holiness is a most essential feature of all service Godward. Indeed, it is very striking that the features of the millennial Jerusalem that are mentioned in this chapter are features which normally characterise the testimony of God at all times. Wherever the truth is maintained there will be, in principle, the flowing out of living waters and the feature of holiness. This will, assuredly, be as true in remnant times as it was in the early freshness of our dispensation. 

    God has set before us a wonderful vision of a heavenly Jerusalem in Revelation 21, but both that city and the earthly Jerusalem as seen in Zechariah 14 are set before us to help us to understand the features that should mark Gods assembly now. The Lord says of the overcomer in Philadelphia, I will write upon him ... the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God, Revelation 3:12. Every saint today whom the Lord makes a pillar in the temple of His God will set forth something that truly represents the heavenly Jerusalem. If this is so of one faithful individual, how true will it be of those who walk together as confessing and seeking to maintain the truth of the assembly! 

    In closing our consideration of the prophecy of Zechariah we must keep in mind that it was all given to encourage a feeble remnant to build the house of Jehovah in a time of recovery. It is intended to be a help to us as we take up the exercises of a returned remnant today. In Ezra 6: 14 we are told that the people prospered through the prophesying of Haggai and Zechariah. May we also prosper through it in this our day! 
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    Zechariah 14:1-9; Zechariah 14:16; Zechariah 14:20,21

    CACWe get still the thought of the remnant and the Lords dealing with the remnant, so that in result their blessing merges in the full result of the divine ways. We can see this corresponds in great measure with what is going on now. He is dealing with the remnant and instructing them and putting them through discipline, and all He is teaching the remnant today is going to merge in the full blessing of the assembly and in a glorified condition; that is in substance what we get in this chapter. 

    QuesIs that what we get at the end of verse 5, that the assembly will come into the good of things, And all the holy ones with thee? 

    CACWe did not touch on the last two verses of chapter 13, and they ought not to be left out. We see in chapter 13: 6 what the Lord suffered from men, and in verse 7 we see what He suffered as the smitten Shepherd, which results in judgment coming on those who had failed to recognise His service. We find two parts cut off, but the third is left and brought into the fire to be refined. The thought comes before us that God secures a remnant whatever happens to the bulk of the people. The others are cut off in judgment. 

    QuesAnd I will turn my hand upon the little ones. 

    Would that be the remnant? 

    CACYes, I think so. The present sorrows are Gods judgment of an apostate or nearly apostate profession, and at the same time He is dealing with the saints in a disciplinary way, to refine the saints. It shows there is precious metal there, silver and gold, and it is to be secured without any admixture. There is always something there, but there is a good deal that is impure which has to be dealt with. 

    RemThe proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes. 

    CACFaith is very precious in the sight of God, so that He subjects it to testing that it might be purified. And that is going on at the present time. It is comforting that He has His hand in all that is going on. We ought to see that He is dealing judicially with all the nations. Chapters 1 and 2 of Revelation show that Gods judicial dealings go on with the public profession  it is shown there. 

    RemAs to the value He secures in the saints, God keeps the matter under His control, as in Hebrews 12 in chastening. 

    CACThe trials of the path of faith in Hebrews 12 nobody need have at all unless they wish. You can go out of the path of faith and avoid them. But if ye are without chastening ... then are ye bastards, and not sons. It is a comfort now when saints are not suffering persecution that we have this. But we are suffering along with others and not suffering for Christ, but it is the refining process by which God is purifying His saints and getting them ready for glory. 

    QuesWhat difference is there between governmental dealing and judicial dealing? 

    CACThere is judicial dealing in government, but we reap what we sow in Gods government. But Christians sometimes suffer in the ways of God for no wrong-doing. Why should a bomb fall on a brothers house and kill him? It belongs to the inscrutable ways of God. There may have been nothing wrong with the brother, but it is to sanctify the saints. What falls on our brethren is intended to purify us. 

    RemHow unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways! 

    CACHis government can be traced, but His ways are past finding out. Many a believer can trace Gods government (and I know where I went wrong), but not His ways. Why did He allow James to be martyred? It was part of His ways, but they will all be justified by and by. The discipline of the Father is not always corrective, but it is instructive. A child is sent to school for instruction  that is the primary object, not the discipline of the birch-rod (Psalm 103). 

    RemHe made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel. 

    CACSo Moses prays, Make me now to know thy way. He wanted to know Gods blessed way in Christ. God says, All right, and puts him in a cleft of the rock and covers him with His hand while He passes by. He was going to put man out of sight in the rock and reveal Himself. 

    In the chapter before us Jerusalem is under judgment. There is a remnant who call on Jehovahs name at the end of chapter 13, and He will hear them. I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, Jehovah is my God. But there are a lot of people in Jerusalem that do not belong to that remnant. 

    QuesWhy is it in verse 1 the day cometh for Jehovah, as if it were not quite the full day of Jehovah? 

    CACI think that is right, as the first part of the chapter deals with Gods preparatory ways. It was necessary that judgment should come upon those who rejected them, as it actually did on Jerusalem forty years after, and then the most awful judgment ever upon any city perhaps fell. But He secured a remnant, The rest of the people. In the beginning of the Acts they passed over into the assembly. 

    What we find is that the Lord acts in a remarkable way for the remnant. He comes and stands on the mount of Olives. 

    QuesIs this the carrying out of what the angel said in Acts 1? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven? 

    CACYes, in like manner. It is contrasted with His entry into Jerusalem. It is a remarkable service of His love to the remnant. He comes down and the valley is formed so that the remnant can flee  a beautiful way in which He comes in for the remnant. He provides for them in the mount of Olives position, not Jerusalem. 

    RemHe led them out as far as Bethany. Luke says He was taken up from there and He was going to come in like manner. 

    CACThe mount of Olives is unique, and stands by itself. It is the mount of Olives in Acts l. It was really the remnant there that saw Him go from the mount of Olives. 

    There is the making of the valley by which the remnant flee, and the holy ones come (verse 5). They flee to that position in order to come back with Christ into the royal city. There is a wonderful analogy with what is going on now. In the millennium He is going to be King in Jerusalem, there is not any other. In that day shall there be one Jehovah, and his name one. Before being King His feet stand on the mount of Olives and he makes a way out for the holy ones. They will go out into that valley to learn their association with Him. They learn Him in relation to heaven. It will be made known to them that for two thousand years their Messiah has been in heaven, all the while that the assembly has been here. Of course our way out is the rapture, our way out is Ephesians and John 20, that is, our heavenly position, and in actuality the rapture. We are going out into heavenly association, they go out and come back into earthly association. He would have a company of which He will be the ornament according to Isaiah. They will come back in association, as a queen in gold of Ophir and as the virgins that follow Him. Is that not the setting? 

    RemYes. Psalm 45 gives us that. 

    RemThe dragon makes war with the remnant of her seed in Revelation. 

    CACIt is the same remnant, but there is a beautiful touch here as to the remnant. The Lord is in the mount of Olives position before He is in Jerusalem, and that is where we know Him  in His mount of Olives position. 

    RemHe often resorted there with His disciples, as linked with Him. 

    CACQuite so, He resorted there as was His wont. It is His own place and is connected with the heavenly position and the Spirit. The remnant of the assembly has the privilege of going out now. 

    RemWhen David reached the summit he worshipped. 

    RemOn the mount of Olives His disciples ask, When shall these things be? 

    CACThere they receive instruction as to all that is going to happen in Jerusalem. We can go out to Him in the mount of Olives position; He is not yet in the Jerusalem position. This is a peculiar acting of the Lord for the Jewish remnant, which corresponds to the rapture for us. The Lord would separate us from the Jerusalem that now is  the whole legal system. It was reproduced in judaism when the Lord was here and is continued in christendom, so the thing is to go out to the mount of Olives. We can do that in our meetings. There are two things that we do: sing a hymn and go to the mount of Olives. We may sing a hymn, but I am not sure that we do that. He would have us reach Him in every association with Himself, He would have us reach Him in the mount of Olives position. He would have us reach Him in spirit. If we reach Him in the mount of Olives position we are beyond the rapture. The Ephesians are beyond, seated together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus; what could the rapture do for them? For this reason there is no mention of the rapture in that epistle. 

    I suppose verses 6 and 7 show us the process of instruction. 

    There is a special day known to Jehovah through which the remnant have to pass, and they reach light at eventide. It suggests that they do not reach the light in the mount of Olives position without going through a day of exercise. 

    QuesWhat character of exercise? It says, Not day, and not night. 

    CACIt would be illustrated by the three days Saul of Tarsus went through when he neither ate nor drank and was without sight. He got the light. It came like a flash in one second. But the revolution produced in Sauls soul took three days and nights; it was mixed, he had not the Spirit. It was at the end of that time that he received the Spirit. It answers to what the disciples went through when the Shepherd was smitten; no one knows what they went through, what obscuration of all light there was when they saw the Shepherd smitten and He gave up the ghost on the cross. We should do well to ponder it. And if you look at it as one day, at even there is light. And we have to go that way to reach the heavenly position. We have to learn there is not a vestige of hope in the man after the flesh; even Christ after the flesh has to die. We have to go through it in principle. 

    RemWe know not what is become of Him, they said of Moses. 

    CACThey had lost sight of, and all interest in, the One ascended. It is just the history of the christian profession. Of course the remnant is bound up with Him. 

    RemBecause I go away, the Lord said, ye have sorrow, but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice. 

    CACAt eventide it shall be light. It is very wonderful to see the harmony of Gods ways. If you see the harmony of His ways, it corresponds universally with the remnant  with the church. What light the remnant will get; they will see Christ in the Old and New Testaments from first to last, and in the Psalms, and will come into conscious association with Him in the mount of Olives position and be ready to come back with Him to reign. 

    Living waters shall go out from Jerusalem. From that point onward Jerusalem is seen as the city of the great King in her millennial glory, and all the earth is refreshed by the waters that flow out. All go out, as in Revelation 22. The feast of tabernacles will be kept (verse 16), for every promise has been harvested and everything is gathered in, and holiness characterises everything. It is written on the bells of the horses; that is, natural strength takes on an entirely new character  the character of holiness. All the pots and bowls are marked by holiness. 

    RemSo the full thought of God is reached. 

    CACYes, and gain to us as light is to be reached in the assembly, for all the spiritual thoughts of God as in the remnant are forecast in the assembly. We have our own vision of the heavenly Jerusalem in Revelation, but whether earthly or heavenly it is to impress us as to the character God would have put on His city. The assembly is His city today, marked by the supremacy of Christ and by holiness. 
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    THE CITY OF THE LIVING GOD (JT 41)

    Hebrews 12: 22, 23; Genesis 26: 32, 33; Ruth 3: 15; Ruth 4: 1 - 3; Zechariah 14: 10, 11

    I wish to speak about the divine idea of a city, having in mind that the ultimate city in the history of time and eternity is the assembly, which is said to come down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God, and her light like unto a stone most precious. I began with Hebrews, because it says there that we have come to that city, meaning that all true believers are privileged and dignified by the fact that they have come to it. Many other things are mentioned in the chapter in this way. We are said to have come to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, also to mount Zion and to an innumerable company of angels, and to the assembly of the firstborn, enregistered in heaven. These are generally political thoughts. We are all by nature political. It is innate in us, and God takes account of this and would deliver us from what holds us in the way of human politics by replacing it with heavenly politics. 

    Christians are said to have their citizenship in heaven; for our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, Philippians 3: 20, 21. That is what stands in connection with our economy, our political system  power in the One who inaugurated it to change our bodies of humiliation, making them like His own. We do not always accept that our bodies are bodies of humiliation, for we naturally do our best to be good looking and to decorate them, but the fact remains, and we might as well face it, that our bodies are bodies of humiliation. But Jesus our Saviour is coming to transform us and make our bodies like His own body of glory  a marvellous thought! It ought to have the effect of freeing us from what is merely human. Not that one would say a word against human authorities in provinces and empires, for God has ordered that these should exist during the time of the gospel, subservient to Him because of the gospel, and we pray for them. But they are temporary, and it is well to face this fact that whilst we pray for authorities, kings, and even the policeman in the street, we have part in what is superior and outside of all that. God is educating us for the great display of heavenly power and rule, so that we should shine in it, and with this in view the writer to the Hebrews speaks about what we have come to. It is in the sense of a foreigner coming into a country and becoming a citizen. He comes into all that is in it and shares in it, and he is also required to know the constitution; that is what mount Zion means, that we have come to what transcends all other constitutions. It is a matter of Gods sovereign selection. He has power to effect everything in what He selects, and this includes the city or capital. 

    It is the city of the living God. We are here now in a city that is growing in importance, and its fame enters into the pride of its inhabitants, but think of a city called the city of the living God!  and, as if to establish us in the idea of its liberty and glory, it is also called here the heavenly Jerusalem. We come to that. Gods intent is not to set us against what is here, because we share in the protection that He has ordained through it, but we come into this heavenly city morally. We have another city, the heavenly Jerusalem, and we have come to it already. It is to show us the magnitude of the position and to set us free correspondingly from all that is around. 

    Then there is the universal gathering, which implies legislative power, heavenly in character. The reference here, by way of illustration, is to the states of Greece, which would be well known. God employs what is current to illustrate His heavenly thoughts. So you have the universal gathering and all the distinction that goes with that, in which we have part. Then the assembly of the firstborn; what I might call the social side, which is a great feature in any commonwealth. I am only speaking illustratively, I do not want to make anyone social in the worldly sense. The thought is to deliver us from these things by bringing in the heavenly order of things. The assembly of the firstborn is of persons of great distinction; each one is firstborn; you get nothing like that in this world. It also gives the thought of family affection; there is affection and distinction. Every city of this world has its society, and it is one of the most ensnaring things for christians; but I would seek that we should be delivered from that in order that we may be free for the heavenly. 

    Now we have not only come to the city, but we already form it, for the assembly is the city, according to Revelation 21 and other scriptures. We, christians, are actually part of it. The passages read are to bring out, if the Lord help, what the city really is, how practical it is. The idea came in early. We have no city of God mentioned or alluded to until mans city is first seen. The first mentioned was Cains, as you know, and it is a kind of prototype of all modern cities. This is an age of cities, and they all have the character of this first city  in the way of industry and art and all that goes with these things. 

    We find that servants of God, in the exercise of His power against evil, troubled the cities of man; and on account of such service they were imprisoned in the most cruel way as in Philippi. What a real service they rendered, what benefactors they were!  but the masters of the damsel there made gain from her because of the demon which Paul had cast out; and every city has that sort of thing, gain being made out of wickedness. When the Lord was in Decapolis He cast out a legion of demons and the people asked Him to leave, and He left. They preferred the demons to Christ! There is that which is, of God in the world, government and all authority, but there is that which is called wickedness, for the whole world lies in the wicked one, 1 John 5: 19. The work of God is not cared for, it does not fit into mans world. So the christian, whilst praying on the one hand for the authorities, is to discern the wickedness that is in the world, and to judge it. 

    There are several other cities mentioned in Genesis  Nineveh, Babel, Gomorrah  before God begins to operate in relation to His thought of a city. Perhaps we might take Cains city, Nineveh, Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah as sufficient to set out what the characteristic city of the world is. It is said to be spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified, Revelation 11: 8. Whether London or New York or Johannesburg, there is no difference. The book of Revelation says, The cities of the nations fell, Revelation 16: 19. Every one of them comes in for divine retribution, and these cities in the early part of Genesis illustrate what the worlds city is. 

    The last one, Sodom, had one of the Lords people in it. Abraham intercedes for this city because of the righteous in it. He begs of Jehovah to save it, and Jehovah is ready to save it, but Abraham stopped at ten righteous, and the sequel shows that there were not ten there  we know of only one being righteous. The New Testament tells about that man who vexed his righteous soul every day on account of what was in Sodom. The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and what one has in mind in speaking is that there should be deliverance from these things. 

    Sodom having been destroyed, that is, the world in principle, God begins to indicate His city. It says in Hebrews 11, he has prepared for them a city (verse 16). He called out Abram and his family and they looked for a city. I have no doubt that Abrahams desire for a city was greatly intensified by witnessing the destruction of Sodom. His interest in the heavenly city that God would establish was no doubt greatly enlarged by what he had seen. 

    Following on these things you have Beer-sheba, a city that has an important place. It is suggestive of the city of God; not that it ever became it, because historically Jerusalem was that; it stands out from the time David took it, right into eternity. Jerusalem stands, but the principle of it in the true sense is in the passage I read in Genesis 26, where the christian  that is, Isaac, who is a type of the heavenly man  overcomes the temptation of the world to allure him into society. Abimelech came to Isaac with Ahuzzath his friend and Phichol the captain of his host, that is, he brought the social man with him as well as the captain of his host. Earlier he came with the captain alone, but now he brings one representing the social element. But Isaac overcame them and sent them away. What a victory when young christians send away their unconverted companions! It is a great point and an excellent beginning to see and accept that we have come to the city of God. 

    Then it says, Isaacs servants came and told him they had found the well (verse 32): it is support for the heavenly man as denying the world and its influence. The well, as understood spiritually, makes us independent of the worlds city. Isaac now has this well, and the place is called a city; it was called a place earlier, but now a city. We have here the idea of a city belonging to the people of God; God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city, Hebrews 11: 16. God compensates and furnishes us with means of overcoming the worlds city. Worldly links, links of the christian with unconverted people, are most destructive. The heavenly man sends them away, and then God comes in and gives him a well and engages Himself with the heavenly man. In these circumstances you will be despised, but God will see you through. In taking a share in the reproach of Christ you have support in the well. 

    Now in Ruth we see how a person entering into a contract, a marriage contract or any other, acts in relation to the city. It says in chapter 3: 15 that Boaz measured six measures of barley, and laid it on her; and he went into the city  that is the correct reading of the passage. He was entering into a contract, and the teaching in this for young people, for all who have anything to do in the way of engagement, contract or alliance, whether marriage, business or companionship, is to go into the city. Do not be satisfied with your own thought about the matter. If your thoughts are right they will be confirmed, if they are wrong, they will be withered up there. It is for this reason that many are secretive, but those who are with God in these matters go into the city. Marriage is to be in the Lord (1 Corinthians 7: 39); the Lord must have to say to it. The city is a place of administration, where His mind is known. And if our thoughts about a matter are withered up there, it is for our safety. 

    So Boaz goes into the city in connection with this very important matter. Matters of this kind are very important, and in them there is great danger of selfish motives governing us. We want to get into the light which makes everything manifest. You get that in the city, that is, administrative light. And so Boaz went to the gate, the place of administration, and sat down; that is, he was open, there was nothing secret, and no disregard of the rights of others. And the kinsman of whom Boaz had spoken came by. And he said, Thou, such a one, turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside and sat down. And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit down here. And they sat down. Ruth 4: 1, 2. You see how transparent this man Boaz was. What are these things written for? It is not a mere story, it is something that bears on us now. One has often said that whenever the Scriptures are read, they bear at that moment on the person who reads them. Now the matter of a christian entering upon a contract has a bearing on the testimony, either for good or evil, and we want to avoid the evil. Then the man most concerned in the matter came by just at that time. It shows that God was in it. The man withdraws his claim and Boaz can proceed. To make all doubly certain Boaz had taken ten men of the elders to deliberate on the matter; and thus he had the right hand of fellowship in his marriage. 

    The next thing I want to speak about is how in this great remnant book, Zechariah, the idea of a city takes form. There are the thoughts of the well at Beer-sheba and of the transparency of the man who had a contract in mind. But now it is a day of small things; we may say that relatively there is just a handful of christians walking in the truth in this large city. In the book of Nehemiah, you find that the city was large and great, but the people in it were few. In fact they had to urge them to come and live in Jerusalem. Perhaps some of you are talking about the fewness in this city and holding yourselves back, instead of coming into it and making the number larger! If the position is right, it cannot cease to be right, whether there are few or many. Fewness in number does not alter that. Zechariah was a prophet, but he worked as a labourer, a builder. A christian is not to complain about those who hold things for God because of their smallness and weakness; he is to join in. You must either show that the position is wrong or else enter on it, standing with what is right. Otherwise you are disloyal to Christ and inconsistent  failing to follow righteousness with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

    It says, Jerusalem shall be lifted up, and shall dwell in her own place, Zechariah 14: 10. You could understand some worldly-wise people coming back from Babylon and saying, Let us build the city in another place, more physically advantageous, nearer the sea, etc.  but they did not, they built it exactly where it was before. They built it in its place, from Benjamins gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner-gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the kings winepresses (verse 10). Let us just for a moment look at these gates. They had a place in Jerusalem before, and now they are to be revived. The question for us is whether what they represent is in this very city where we are. I believe they are, every one of these features; that is, among those walking in the truth of God. 

    The first is Benjamins gate. Benjamin has a great place in Scripture, and his name signifies that he is the son of his fathers right hand. That means that he is one available for God. If some one does not act for God you will never have anything for Him. Benjamin is the son of his fathers right hand. Of course, Jesus was that pre-eminently, but I am speaking now of a local company. He is also the son of his mothers sorrow. That is, he has occasioned sorrow, but he has also gone through sorrow himself, through conflict. His first appearance in Scripture as a grown man is as an overcomer: he is free from the murderous intent of others against his brother Joseph. 

    From Benjamins gate unto the place of the first gate. The first gate would suggest first principles. One could say much about that from the book of Acts, the great administrative power and order which became operative as the Spirit of God came down from heaven. First principles are never to be abandoned. A man working for God will see to it that he does not copy from current religion, he will go back to first principles. 

    The next is the corner-gate. That is the point where trouble arises. That is when the testimony requires changes, additions, replacements, etc. We see this in Acts 10, for instance. There is always pressure at that gate and greater need for vigilance, but there is always more support at the corner, that is not to be forgotten. Christ is said to be the corner-stone in Gods building. In the course of the testimony in any locality, and generally, the corners have to be watched, so that the enemy does not get advantage over us, as for instance when meetings hive. 

    Then there is the tower of Hananeel: that is the place for support. Gates are administrative, that is the usual thought in them. This tower of Hananeel is historic; it is mentioned by Jeremiah and earlier in this book. The meaning of Hananeel suggests the grace of God. How important that is amongst us! You cannot have the features of the city of God without the grace of God. That grace reigns is a tower of strength, and it reigns through righteousness. One of the most beautiful thoughts in Luke 24 is that when the two came back from Emmaus, they found the disciples saying, The Lord is risen and has appeared to Simon. That was grace! Grace must reign, but it reigns through righteousness. In cases of difficulty we have to consider ourselves lest we also be tempted. 

    Then the final thought in our passage is the kings winepresses. These suggest pressure occasioned by the Lord. The Lord carries on His discipline. What son is he whom the father chasteneth not? Hebrews 12: 7. The more discipline we go through with God, the more profit we are in the meeting, the more contributory. Then there is the thought, men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction. We are not looking around as if we were afraid of one another. Men in the true sense dwelling together have confidence in each other. Jerusalem shall dwell safely; there is a sense of security where the features of the city of God exist. Men dwell there, and God is known amongst them of a truth. 

    As I said, I believe all these features are to be found in this city in which we are. In the principle of it the city of God is actually inside this great city. What a thought! How it should appeal to every young person here, and indeed to the old too, to have part in this great city of God, where heaven is represented and the mind of heaven carried out administratively. May God bless the word! 
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    A CITY OF HABITATION (JT 84)

    Psalm 107:1-8; Psalm 107:35,36; Zechariah 14: 10, 11

    This psalm is the beginning of the last book of Psalms, and significantly calls for praise. The book has praise in view, as might be expected, it being the last book of the Psalms, the whole book having God in mind, all things being for Him, and above all, the intelligent praises of His people. So that we have here a call to men, Give ye thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; for his loving-kindness endureth for ever. What enters into the psalm most significantly, and what I wish to speak of, is the idea of a city of habitation. The idea of a habitation, that is, a place of dwelling, whether in the country or in the city, is pronounced in the Scriptures. The earth was made, not in vain, but to be inhabited, and it will be. The Lord Jesus is said to be set over the habitable world which is to come (Hebrews 2: 5). The city will be there, both the heavenly and the earthly; but the earth too will be a scene inhabited according to God. It is exhilarating to contemplate an earth, inhabited according to God, all knowing Him; as it is said, The earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11: 9). There will be a complete reversal of the present state of things where the very opposite, that is, ignorance of God, prevails. Men, it says, did not think good to have God in their knowledge (Romans 1: 28); and that is how the matter stands; even where He has been known, the knowledge of Him is being systematically eliminated. How great will be the change, dear brethren, when the knowledge of God shall prevail with all the accompanying results here. That is what will mark the coming world, the world to come; many other things too as the result of it, but the great thought is the knowledge of God, and His praise, as the result of that. This book has the full result in mind. Now, for the moment, the world is a wilderness to the christian, to faith, and that is what the psalm contemplates; it contemplates too the gathering of Gods people, it contemplates them feelingly as wandering, and then as gathered and led. They found no city of habitation, we are told, until God took a hand in gathering and in leading. 

    Now these facts apply at the present time. In the history of public christianity, it came about that the people of God found themselves in circumstances such as described in these early verses; they found no city of habitation. The great city spoken of in the book of the Revelation called Babylon existed indeed, but that is not a city of habitation such as God has in mind. Indeed in the prophets it is itself described as a wilderness, as a desert, meaning that there is no refreshment in it for the people of God. There was no city of habitation for hundreds of years in the history of public christianity. But God has taken a hand in matters, dear brethren, and the principle of gathering has ensued and the principle of leadership, and these facts have culminated in what many of the people of God are enjoying at this very time, a city of habitation. It is said, They found no city of habitation, but God led them forth by a right way, that they might go to a city of habitation. Most of us here, thank God, have been thus led. Some may not have been; if not, it is your opportunity to fall under divine leadership, and that will mean that you will go to a city of habitation. That they might go to a city of habitation; most of us understand! God has intervened wonderfully during a century now, and, in referring to a century, one is thankful to be able to testify to the continuance of the movement, and, we might say, a certain enlivenment in it, so that the idea of a city of habitation is becoming more and more prominent in the minds of the brethren. The enemy attacked very soon and beclouded the position; the early movement became beclouded almost immediately; an evil root was sown. As of old, as the Lord sowed the good seed, the enemy sowed tares, so an evil root was sown, and soon bore fruit. But the position through it became clarified, and the idea of a city of habitation has been kept in view, thank God, ever since, and I believe will be kept in view until the end. The heavenly city having come into view, not only in the Scriptures, but in a spiritual way, the saints will be kept moving on until they reach that blessed city, truly a city of habitation. 

    Now I want to show before passing on to Zechariah (for I wish particularly to speak of Zechariah) that, alongside of the divine movement and leadership, God, as the end of the psalm shows, creates an environment out of which the idea of a city of habitation springs. That is to say, in verse 35 we read, He maketh the wilderness into a pool of water, and the dry land into water-springs; that is what God does. This passage corresponds with Exodus, and I bring it forward now, as just stressing what God does, what God will do, what God is indeed doing out of consideration for His people who instinctively seek a city of habitation; He creates an environment. In Exodus as the people came into the wilderness they found springs; for us these refer to the activities of the Spirit for the environment of a city of habitation is spiritual activities. The geographical environment may be simple but not so the spiritual side; the geographical is nothing more than a wilderness, however fine the houses, however attractive the gardens. Suburban dwellings have these thoughts in mind, but they never cease to be a wilderness; if they do in our estimation, they become deadening to us. If we hold them as a wilderness it is safe to be in them, 

    but not otherwise. As holding them as a wilderness, we may look for some spiritual movement that will intimate that there should be a city of habitation; and that, dear brethren, is what spiritual instinct will look for, a spiritual movement. The wilderness, as it says here, is turned into a pool of water, and the dry land into water-springs; that is an act of God. No water supply according to man can answer to this; it is an act of God by His Spirit. How great is the fact that the Holy Spirit is here and in the household of christians! As the arid conditions in the world and the earth are accepted, there is room for the Spirit, and there will be the pools of water. Water, that is to say, that is available; and springs, fresh energy of the Spirit, and hence you find in this setting the city of habitation. There he maketh the hungry to dwell, and they establish a city of habitation. 

    I mention all these things because they are apropos at the moment to the increase of saints. Thank God for them, for every one! Before you can have Zion, there must be the dwellings of Jacob, and the dwellings of Jacob are not houses and gardens, needful as these may be. Living in these things, beloved, today does not characterise the dwellings of Jacob. The dwellings of Jacob lead to Zion. Any dwelling that does not lead to Zion, that does not point to Zion, is not a dwelling of Jacob; it points in the other direction, it points to a bigger house, it points to a larger garden, and they point to the world; it is it! The dwellings of Jacob point to Zion, they stand in relation to Zion. As the Israel of God of old were set round the divine dwelling, set in relation to it, so it is today that the dwellings of the saints are set in relation to the assembly; or they are not dwellings of Jacob. It is very remarkable that these thoughts appear in relation to the apostle Paul, the great minister of the assembly. 

    The household of Lydia would suggest Zion to the apostle, it would point to Zion, it would point to the assembly; there would be nothing in it inconsistent with the heavenly thought, for the assembly is the reflection here of what is in heaven. It must be so; the material for it must be from those who are heavenly, and the households of the saints will comport with that. Hence you will find the pools of water in the wilderness and the springs, and the hungry fed so that they establish a city of habitation. One has remarked, dear brethren, on the increase of gatherings; but there are what are called the environments of Jerusalem, we must have these; if there be the environments, then why not Jerusalem? That is Gods thought. God loves Zion; Here will I dwell, He says, for I have desired it (Psalm 132: 14). He loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Why not minister to Him? Why should His desires be deferred? Why should I be building my ceiled house and His house lie desolate? I am not here for His pleasure, for His will, save as I think of Zion. So that the environment is created. God does it; it is His act; and God, in this sense, is available to us, and He gives us the pools of water in the wilderness and the water-springs. 

    Now that leads me to the verse in Zechariah, where from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem, you have the environment brought in. It is said that All the land ... shall be turned as the Arabah; that is to say, I apprehend, a change from unproductive conditions, from uninhabitable conditions, into habitable conditions. It is an act of God. Now God is acting; He is ready to act; if we have Zion in our minds He is with us. Zion, that is to say, the assembly or Jerusalem, may be a great abstract thought; it is indeed primarily according to Nehemiah 7: 4, The city was large and great; but the people in it were few, meaning that it is a great abstract thought; but for the concrete you must have people. So that God creates the environment such as will invite people; in that there will be these conditions I have spoken of. But we must not rest in these; we must not rest simply in the pools of water and the springs, blessed as they are, but we must think of God. We are not here after His thought save as we are thinking of Him, and what He has here on earth now. Now, after this allusion to what is south of the city, it goes on to say, And Jerusalem shall be lifted up, and shall dwell in her own place. She has a place; if there be any thought, dear brethren, of the extension of Jerusalem, we must not overlook the place, it is not any place; I am not now speaking geographically, it is her own place, she has a place. Just as in Ezra the altar had its place, its base, so Jerusalem has her place. We sometimes have to seek out sites for our meeting rooms, a very necessary thing, but we have to bear in mind this idea of place, that is in Gods thoughts, her own place, not any place. Jerusalem is to be inhabited in her place; that is, God is having to say to this matter. It is not that we are to have another meeting in our town, it is not increase from that point of view; it is God saying, I have to do with this matter; Jerusalem has a place in My mind, and she is to be inhabited in that place. How this casts us upon God, and how God loves to be relied upon in such matters! How He would move with us! How quickly the end would be reached! 

    Well now, dear brethren (I am speaking as I hope, spiritually, but very practically) the principles are in relation to place, From Benjamins gate unto the place of the first gate. Now if we are looking for a site, we must look for Benjamins gate (you will understand I am not speaking geographically, I am speaking spiritually) and then the first gate. I do not know anything that would be more interesting spiritually than to find Benjamins gate. When Nehemiah started to build the wall, the gates were all there, their names were distinguishable. This seems another feature to what we have in Nehemiah, and one that enters into the present time, dear brethren, and I wonder, in our exercise about meetings, whether we have ever looked for Benjamins gate. And then, the first gate, From Benjamins gate unto the place of the first gate. One might say much about Benjamin, his history no doubt is known to most of us, but what you get at his birth no doubt is what is in the mind of God. He was the last son of Jacob, the twelfth; that is, you have in Benjamin the idea of finish, that this matter is to be mutual: you must have the twelfth and there must be mutuality in the thing. This is a matter for all. When Joseph was born Rachel said, Jehovah will add to me another son (Genesis 30: 24), that was what her thought was; but Gods thought was that another son would be the twelfth. Rachels counsels are one thing, Gods counsels are another; in this case they synchronise and Jacob promptly says, I will go to Canaan now and return to my fathers house. How spiritual that was, for addition is to be in Canaan, if it is to be spiritual, it is not to be in Padan-Aram. Alas, the additions he acquired there in Padan were simply cows and sheep, different cattle; these are not the additions, beloved, that God had in mind at all. There was to be a twelfth son, and that means that we have mutuality. (That word mutuality has become hackneyed, I am afraid, but yet there is hardly another to take its place). But it is not simply that we agree to do certain things; it is the agreement of love, the manipulation of love; that is what is in mind in Benjamin. He was born in Canaan, the only son of Jacob who was born in Canaan; Joseph was born in Padan, but his birth meant that Jacob would move out of Padan, out of the world. The twelfth son was born in Canaan; 

    suitably so, for that is the country God has in mind; there can be no assembly, dear brethren, without that. Every assembly should have in mind the full thought of God; it is an addition, but it is an addition in Canaan; it is the full thought of God, not any addition to us; Rachel says, to me, but God says, for Me! Benjamin is the twelfth son, he is the son of his fathers right hand, the son of his mothers sorrow; no doubt the sorrow should enter into it for we can have no assembly according to God without that, without the mothers side. She bore him with sorrow, as indeed did Jabezs mother, and he became enlarged; enlargement is in that connection. But there is, on the other hand, the power of God, of Gods right hand. He is the son of the fathers right hand. Who is that? That is Christ. A new meeting must be a place for Christ, and for what Christ is doing. As Peter says, in view of new meetings without number, to Aeneas, Rise up, and make thy couch for thyself (Acts 9: 34), and he says, Jesus, the Christ, heals thee; it is the Christ, the Son of Gods right hand, the One who does things, He does everything. Jesus, the Christ, says Peter, heals thee, not will heal thee; it is what He is doing. Let us take that in; it is what He is doing. 

    Well now, the other thought is, from that gate to the place of the first gate. If there be power, if there be support, if there be the twelfth son, let there be also first principles; the primary thoughts of God must enter into all this. We shall soon have Zion, we shall soon have a city of habitation, dear brethren, under these circumstances, and that is what God is aiming at. And then it further says in this remarkable verse, Unto the corner-gate, that is the next thing. There will be some corner to be turned as soon as we get a new meeting, and that corner always requires strength or you will have a collapse; something will come up; it is very remarkable how many things come up in local companies, and the Lord will say, Well now, what are you going to do with this? It seems insurmountable, and, unless there be love, which never fails, it will be insurmountable, and there will be a collapse. So it is From Benjamins gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner-gate. The corner-gate is the testing-gate as to how much strength we have, how much love there is. Will it stand the stress of a special strain? For that is what a corner signifies in this sense. And then you will observe finally, From the tower of Hananeel unto the kings winepresses. The tower of Hananeel I read to mean the gospel testimony; that is the next thing. If we can stand the strain of a tested love, then we must think of the dispensation; the dispensation of God stands, it is in faith, and it is the dispensation of grace. It began in Jerusalem: the saints were talking about Simon, how the Lord Jesus had appeared to him (Luke 24: 34). It was a question of the grace of God. That is what Hananeel means, according to the scholars; I have no doubt the name means that. Why should we be hidden away? We are hidden away, in one sense, we do not want to be conspicuous; Colossians keeps us hidden, but grace will bring us out. Why not? We have wonderful things to say to people, why not say them? Proclaim the word; says Paul in a dark day, be urgent in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4: 2). Proclaim the word; I think that is the tower of Hananeel. The assembly is the pillar and base of the truth, it supports the gospel, and that is the next thing; and the final thing is the kings winepresses. Notice these points, for I believe it is in this sense that we get the place where the building is to be; Benjamins gate, the first gate, the corner-gate, and then the tower of Hananeel unto the kings winepresses. That is to say, the Lord is looking for something; if the king has winepresses he intends to have wine. Thus you find with Nehemiah, who attended on the king, and so with the cup-bearer of Pharaoh; all these thoughts apply spiritually, dear brethren. Surely the king is to have something. How is it to come? It is by pressure. These are no joyous matters; there is no attraction for the flesh at all in the kings winepresses; it is a question of pressure, it is in truth Gethsemane. The King Himself was in Gethsemane; the Lord knows about the pressure; but what is the pressure for? That which makes God glad, the wine that gladdens the heart of God; that is the end. And so, as I said, we can readily find the place if we follow those lines; and the end will be more for God. That is the great question really as to how what the King looks for is to be promoted; what God seeks, how is that to be promoted? He looks for the most. We have in John 15 an instance; if there be fruit, then more fruit, and there is no limit, God never stops, more and more. Well, I only refer to that to confirm what I am saying that the kings winepresses imply in any meeting that there is to be something for Christ through pressure, and that is how the matter stands, and will stand, if God is to be with us until the end. 
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