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    HAGGAI (CAC 8)

    Haggai 1; Haggai 2

    The prophet Haggai prophesied in the second year of Darius the king, when the work of rebuilding the temple had been at a standstill for a number of years. The adversaries had been persistent (see Ezra 4) and a king had arisen who was ready to listen to them, and to give orders that the work should cease, but the work really ceased because it was no longer the chief interest of those who had been engaged in it. Opposition never really hinders the work of God; it is waning interest on the part of His people that is the true secret of all weakness. 

    Now after an interval of about fifteen years, Haggai, with Zechariah, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them, Ezra 5: 1. But in spite of all that had transpired, his prophecy made no reference to the external difficulty; it addressed itself to the state of the people and made manifest the real hindrance to the work. Thus speaketh Jehovah of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that Jehovahs house should be built. And the word of Jehovah came by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it time for you that ye should dwell in your wainscoted houses, while this house lieth waste? Haggai 1:2 - 4. 

    There are always difficulties in the way of anything being done for God, and it is easy quietly to accept them, and to regard them as an indication that we should let things stand as they are. When Gods chief interest ceases to be our chief interest some form of self-consideration inevitably comes in. Jehovah speaks of His house lying waste while they dwelt in wainscoted houses. It was very sad that Paul had to say of those about him at Rome, all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ. Timothy stood out as a bright exception to this, caring with genuine feeling how the saints got on. 

    Living in our own things leads to poverty and dissatisfaction. The divine call is to set our hearts on our ways; we are to weigh well how things are working with us. Are we really prospering in soul? Or is it such a time with us as is described in Haggai 1:6; Haggai 1:9-11? God would have His people to consider whether they are not giving a good deal of time to things which yield very little. There is a kind of eating which gives no satisfaction, and drinking which adds nothing to the inward man, and we may surround ourselves with things which bring no warmth to the soul, and what we earn may go into a bag with holes. These are striking figures of the result of seeking our own things. Christians on this line may get through life by the mercy of God, but it is a lean and empty and impoverished life compared with what it might have been. 

    The divine call is, Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house, and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith Jehovah, chapter 1: 8. Gods house cannot be built without material, and the material cannot be found without labour. All true spiritual labour at the present time has the house in view. The preaching of the gospel and all ministry of the word is only carried on intelligently as we see that it is to get material for the house and to build it. Let us make this our great business. It is not easy work to go to the mountain and hew timber, but what could be a greater honour than to do something of which God says, I will, take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified? Gods great thought is that there may be a company here built together for His pleasure, and amongst whom He is glorified. We are all to be at this great work. If each one who knows something of Gods chief interest were to be the means of bringing one other into the truth of Gods house, and into practical accord with it, what pleasure God would take in it! It is the same work that began nineteen centuries ago by the labours of the apostles and others, but it has now to be done at a time when Christendom is full of bodies which are not for Gods pleasure, and in which He is not glorified, for they have not the constitution or the character of His house. Indeed, the religious bodies of today answer to the wainscoted houses of Haggai 1, and it is not difficult to see that as religious buildings get larger and finer the inward spiritual power declines. The Lord had spoken of the temple as His Fathers house, but the time came when He had to call it your house. God had ceased to have pleasure in it, and so it is today. Christians are running to what are really their own houses while Gods house lieth waste. And this accounts for the spiritual dearth of which many believers complain. Ye looked for much, and behold it was little; and when ye brought it home I blew upon it. There is much going on in an outward way, but where are spiritual results? Where do we find the dew of the heavens? Where are the precious things which answer for us to the corn, the new wine and the oil? Is it not time for Christians to consider their ways, and to ask why blessing is withholden? We need not go far for the answer; it is Because of my house which lieth waste, whilst ye run every man to his own house. 

    What is needed is that we should do as the remnant did in that day. They hearkened to the voice of Jehovah their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, according as Jehovah their God had sent him, and the people feared before Jehovah, chapter 1:12. As soon as they took this ground the message was sent to them, I am with you, saith Jehovah. All that is needed on our part is that we should hearken to what God says; that is, be in the spirit of obedience before Him and fear Him. The moment we take this ground He will be with us, and His presence with His people is their only power. If God is not with us, even our efforts to build His house will come to nothing. But if He is with us our spirits will be divinely stirred up, and we shall come and work at the house of Jehovah. It is a notable day when that takes place; the exact day of the month is given. We may be sure that when our hearts are stirred up to come and work at the house it is placed on record in heaven. 

    Then on the one and twentieth day of the seventh month there was a further prophetic word given to fortify the hearts of the remnant against discouragement; chapter 2: 1. It would appear that, within a month of resuming to build, a discouraging influence was found amongst the people. It took the form of contrasting what was then present with the former glory of the house. This is a subtle form of the enemys work because it seems rightly to make much of a glorious past. But it is evident that the object was to minimise, and even make nothing of, the wonderful revival that was then in movement. In the estimation of faith the fact that it was Gods house put upon it a wondrous glory, however feeble might be the outward expression of it at the moment. The widow who cast her two mites into the treasury showed that the house was exceedingly precious to her as Gods house notwithstanding its actual state at the time. If we have really seen the former glory of the house we cannot accept that if God is reviving His work He has something very inferior in view. We cannot accept that it is a different house now, or that anything less than the full divine thought is to be before us in our building, however feeble we may be in relation to such great thoughts. If we have a right thought of the house we see it as invested with all the glory that originally attached to it, and if God is with us we shall not be prepared to give up any part of what is in His mind. 

    So there is a thrice-repeated call to be strong, chapter 2: 4. If we think that what we are occupied with is as nothing we shall be weak indeed, but if we think of Gods house, and that He is with us in the building of it, we shall be preserved from fear. The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you: fear ye not, verse 5. It is as though God said, My thoughts have not changed one bit. I brought you to Myself that you might be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, and that you might make Me a sanctuary that I might dwell among you, and this is still what I have in My mind. If Gods Spirit remains among us, it is certain that He will never depart from Gods original thoughts. Christendom may depart from them, and we may depart from them, but the Spirit never will. So now if there is only one stone laid upon another there is something which speaks of, and represents, the whole divine thought. There may be today, perhaps, only two saints in a town or village who recognise in a practical way that they are a constituent part of the house of God, and are set to further the building, but there is something which recognises the whole divine thought, and that cannot be as nothing in our eyes. Satan would desire that it might be, and that we might despise it as a small thing, and give up the practical confession of it, and the building in of what is suitable to it. 

    God would have us to know what He thinks of His house. He is going to shake everything with a view to His house being here filled with glory. Every divine shaking at the present time has in view the freeing of what will contribute to His house. We know that there will be a terrible shaking presently to prepare the way for God to bring in the First-begotten into the habitable world, and when He comes in there will be found material that will fill the house with glory. But at the present time there is much precious material in the world, and God claims it all for Himself and for His house. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts, verse 8. The silver and the gold today are the saints secured for God as the fruit of redemption and as in new creation. The desire of all nations (verse 7) refers to everything that is precious and truly desirable in all the nations. It refers to apprehensions and appreciations of Christ brought by the work of God into the hearts of His saints everywhere, so that Christ has become the preciousness to them. This is what has value before God, and He intends that it should all come to His house to enrich it with glory. So what God has in mind is not diminishing glory, but increasing glory. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, saith Jehovah of hosts, verse 9. Each brother and sister can bring more of the glory in; it is the divine thought that we should be continually moving from glory to glory. If God shakes the nations it is with a view to what is precious coming to light as the glory of His house; it is that men and saints may be shaken out of settings that are not suitable to Gods house, and brought as contributors of glory to that house. 

    Then two months later Haggai had another prophetic word, and this time it was a solemn warning against what is unclean. This is just the opposite to acquiring glory, and it seems to suggest that if we are not acquiring features of glory we shall be very likely to become unclean by contact with the uncleanness that is all around us here. The questions raised by Jehovah (verses 11 - 13) brought to light that holy things have no power to make holy what is not holy in itself, but what is unclean can quickly impart its own characteristic to anything which it touches. It is a warning against touching what is unclean. If we want to be suitable to the house of God, and to have features of glory, we must keep from the touch of what is unclean. The people in running to their own houses were really unclean; the state of their hearts in allowing the house of God to lie waste while they pursued their own interests was one of uncleanness, and it brought upon them the severe governmental dealing of God. This is very much the state of the Christian profession at the present time. 

    The four and twentieth day of the ninth month (verse 18) was a notable day, for there was evidently a fresh start made in building, and Jehovah took immediate notice of it. From this day will I bless you. It is interesting to notice that this was not the first movement they had made. They had begun years before, but there had been a long period of slackness. It is often like this; there is a beginning made, but it is not followed up, and spiritual energy wanes. Then God sends a prophetic word and uses it to bring about revival. A fresh start is made, and God immediately answers it by the assurance and bestowal of blessing. 

    Then on the same day there was a second word given to the prophet, but this time it was addressed to Zerubbabel as typical of Christ. It declared plainly how God would shake everything, the heavens and the earth, the throne of kingdoms and the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, but His object in all this was that Zerubbabel might be made as a signet. That is, Gods object is to use Christ as His seal, and to put the impress of Christ on the whole created scene. We are made painfully aware that the nations do not carry the impress of Christ at the present time. They might have done so, for God has sent the gospel into all the creation and, if it had been believed, it would have brought all who received it under the impress of Christ. But it has not been believed, and hence there must be a terrible shaking to make way for the impress of Christ as Gods chosen One. At the present time it is those who have come under the impress of Christ who are suitable to form part of Gods house and to build it. But this has to be brought about by the shaking and overthrow of all that belongs to the flesh and to the natural man. As the flesh is judged and refused, God can seal us with His chosen Signet, and those who are thus sealed can build Gods house and can bring glory into it. 

    There is very definite help for us in these things if we pay attention to them. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah helped the builders in their day. We are told that the elders of the Jews built; and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, Ezra 6: 14. In putting these prophecies on record the Spirit of God had in mind that they would be a help to us in building the house of God in our remnant times. May we have grace from God to profit by them! 

  
    SONS OF OIL (CAC 8)

    Ezra 4:23; Haggai 1:8, 9; Zechariah 3: 1 - 5; Zechariah 4:1 - 14

    We see in the scripture in Ezra that there was a power that would cause the work of the house of God to cease, and recent events have reminded us that that power still exists. There is a great power active to cause the work of the house of God to cease and we are all liable to fall under the influence of that power more or less. It is therefore of great importance that we should learn how to stand in spiritual power against it and how to secure the completion of all that belongs to the service of the house of God. 

    Haggai gives us another reason why the work ceased; it was not really Artaxerxes and the enemies that caused the work to cease, but the state of the people themselves. They were occupied with their own things, and the house of God had lost its place in their interest and affections. In Pauls day all sought their own things and not the things of Jesus Christ. That state of things prevails in the Christian profession and we have to see to it with jealous care that it does not prevail in our hearts. 

    Zechariah is, I believe, the most important of the post-captivity books because it gives us the secret of success in the carrying on of the work and service of the house of God. So the teaching of the prophet Zechariah is of vital importance to us, and I have on my mind to say a few words on the fact that the saints are called upon to take up features which are set forth in Joshua and in Zerubbabel. These men represent saints like ourselves, who are brought by divine grace into a condition in which they can minister to the work of the house of God. Joshua and Zerubbabel were the two anointed ones or sons of oil, and I venture to hope that it is our holy desire and purpose to be such, because the maintenance of the divine testimony in the house of God depends on there being sons of oil. 

    The prophet saw a golden lamp, and he saw it fed with oil and that two olive trees were the sources from which the oil came. These two olive trees represent the saints as enabled of God to take up priestly and royal character so that what is suitable to God in His house shall be maintained. But we must understand that it is a time of testimony, not of great things outwardly. It is a time of communications from heaven, for Zechariah says eleven times in the first six chapters, the angel that talked with me. And it is encouraging to see that God takes up a priest who is altogether out of order, because I apprehend that no saint could be in a worse case than Joshua the high priest. Instead of being attired, as the high priest should be, with holy garments for glory and ornament, he is found in filthy garments. 

    I cannot but think that Joshua represents the state of the Christian profession generally in regard to priesthood, and alas! it may be more or less descriptive of my state and yours. But it is blessed to see that Jehovah in the sovereignty of His love undertakes to make this unsuitable man suitable: He undertakes to do it all from His own side. No doubt Joshua had deep exercises, for it is a solemn thing to think of serving God in a priestly way and to be conscious that one has no fitness to take up the service  our associations, or manner of life, our personal state, all unsuitable to priesthood, and therefore disqualifying us from being sons of oil. But it is most encouraging to see that the blessed God undertakes to put Joshua into true priestly conditions. We do not find that Joshua had a single word to say; all that he was called upon to do was to submit himself to the actings of holy love. Are we prepared to submit ourselves to the actings of love? They take place in such a meeting as this  the Spirit of God touching spots of defilement here and there, perhaps as yet not even known to ourselves, but in the sovereignty of love God exposing things that are unsuited to priesthood. 

    There can be no flow of the Spirit apart from holy conditions and such are the conditions of priesthood. Priesthood is one of the two sons of oil, and it is in view of Joshua becoming one of them that Jehovah says, Take away the filthy garments, and there were those standing before Him who were ready to do this service. How blessed to know that God does not do everything Himself; He loves to call in His people, His saints, and to make them serviceable in this great work of bringing about holy conditions amongst His people, so that priesthood may have its true holy character before Him. There are those standing before Him who are ready to serve us, and the ministry of the Word is the effective means by which our state is brought home to us, and then a blessed activity of divine love comes in to deal with it so that conditions result that are suitable to God. 

    In Zerubbabel we do not see moral exercises, which are worked out in connection with Joshua, but we see that he needs instruction. 

    The thought of royalty is that one has the mind of God so as to be able to apply it in a practical way. So David says, Give the king thy judgments; the great thought of the king is that he has the mind of God, and has kingly ability to apply it. Zerubbabel represents the royal element amongst the people of God, and he gets instruction by this wonderful figure of the golden lamp and its seven lamps, and the oil flowing through golden pipes. By all this he is instructed in the great fact that in connection with the work of the house of God it is Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts. That is instruction for the king; if building is to go on according to God there must be the recognition that there is no power whatever but that of Gods Spirit, involving the practical renunciation of every other kind of power. 

    When everything that is of human power is set aside, the great mountain that would stand in the way of the house being built becomes a plain. All difficulties are removed, and the hands that begin are able to finish. It is a day of small things indeed, but things are brought to completion. We should have nothing less than that before us. The eyes of Jehovah rejoice when they see the plummet in the hands of Zerubbabel. Royalty in the saints comes out in this, that they will not suffer any standard to be substituted for the divine one. 

    Zerubbabel was seen with the plummet in his hand and he was qualified, not only to lay the foundation, but to finish the work of the house of God without deviating a hairs breadth from the divine standard. The plummet suggests that all the building is to be regulated by a perfect standard; it must conform to the divine thought. The plummet estimates things from above, and it indicates to us that the royal element amongst the people of God will not suffer anything to deviate from the divine standard. It is said of Zerubbabel, as seen with the plummet in his hand, that he had laid the foundation of the house, and his hands should finish it. That is a kingly thought; one who can begin and finish in relation to the work of the house of God is truly kingly, and that royal element is needed amongst us. The Spirit as sent from a glorified Christ acts through the saints. Of course, the Spirit viewed as a Person in the Godhead is free to act as He will and where He will, but we are speaking now of the saints as moving in spiritual power in relation to the work of the house of God. The movements of the Spirit in relation to that work require vessels, and in that connection the saints become sons of oil. 

    I hope we really desire to be sons of oil? If I am not a son of oil, how can I minister anything that will be light in relation to the house of God? How can I build or have the plummet in my hand? The plummet is intended to regulate everything in the public service of God according to His mind. The plummet has been applied to things particularly during the last hundred years. There was a very long period  many centuries  when people thought of nothing more, at the best, than doing something to improve the state of things that existed. I trust, beloved brethren, that we have moved away from that standpoint altogether and that we have no thought of improving what exists, but we have the thought of working to a divine pattern and a divine standard. We have the thought of working to what has been set forth in the teaching of the apostles and prophets, and as this is before us constructional work goes on, and I believe Gods intent is that it shall be brought to completion. 

    We must admit that we come short of that yet; much that transpires in our meetings would have no place if we had reached the completion of the divine thought. In order to reach it there must be priestly conditions and royal conditions. It has always been Gods thought that priesthood and royalty should go together in connection with the blessed activities of Gods Spirit. When these two elements are combined there is a flow of the Spirit which maintains divine light according to the perfection of the divine thought. Things are maintained in ministry as light, and then they are worked out constructionally in the actual service of the house. 

    I trust we are moving on to the completion of what is in the mind of God, but I would impress upon my own heart and yours that very much depends on the exercises which go on in our souls in relation to these two great thoughts of priesthood and royalty. As they are worked out in us we become sons of oil. Both characters are going to be taken up by Christ; this book speaks of the time when Christ will be a Priest upon His throne; He is going to be the Branch and the Headstone; He is going to hold publicly these blessed characters for God. But at the present time the work of the house of God is being carried on by the power of the Spirit through the saints, so that it is of the greatest importance that we should be truly sons of oil. This depends on us now, and God is well pleased to effect in us everything that is necessary in order that all that is in His mind shall be brought to completion. We have not to reach this by human movements of might or power, but the blessed God would be pleased to take us in hand, and, if need be, deal with our state even though it might be as bad as that of Joshua. I am not saying it is, but it is encouraging to see that if it were as bad as that of Joshua, God would undertake to deal with it, and to use the effective ministry that goes on on the part of those that stand before Him to eliminate all the elements that are unsuited to His own holiness. Priesthood has to do with holy conditions of service Godward, but the royal character has to do, as I understand it, with the maintenance of public order. There is a certain public order in the house of God which has to be maintained in royal power. Sons of oil are able to hold the plummet and to see that there is no deviation from the divine mind. During the last hundred years we have had to learn that many things deviated from the straight plummet line; they would not bear the standard of Gods mind, and we have had to learn to adjust things to that standard. Royal features have come out in the saints as that has gone on. 

    I commend these thoughts to the affections and the exercises of the brethren, that we should take up these things in a very practical way so that we may truly become sons of oil. If there is to be the manifestation of the Spirit of God in the assembly, it will come normally through the saints. If we are not sons of oil to furnish the oil for the light the testimony of God must wane; the light will burn dim. All depends upon our being maintained in priestly and royal conditions, and therefore I urge upon the brethren  and this is a matter for brothers and sisters alike  that we should earnestly desire to take up this character of sons of oil, and to be concerned that priestly and royal conditions are really with us. Do not let us be content with a respectable kind of Christian life that keeps itself pure from manifest evil, but let us be set to cultivate those inward priestly relations with God that are suited to Himself, and then the royal character that has to do with what is outward. As we learn the mind of God, as we bring things to the test of the plummet, we shall get things more and more adjusted and brought into conformity with the divine standard, and then those who begin can finish. If we are on those lines we shall not break down half-way; the Lord will not have to say of us, I have not found thy works complete before my God. If we move in this priestly and royal way we shall bring things to completion. 

    Is it possible that just a few people meeting together in a simple way can reach Gods great thoughts in completion? Yes, that is what He intends. And that is why He says, Who has despised the day of small things. He intends that things shall be brought to completion on a small scale before they are brought to completion on a grand scale in the day that is coming. What a pleasure it is to God to see anyone in priestly attire before Him, and what a pleasure it is to Him to see a king  a man with a plummet in his hand  testing everything by what is suited to God! Things are brought to completion on that line. Let us remember that the house of God is one, and it is universal; so that what is secured in any locality is gain to the house universally. If we want to help our brethren in other parts of the world, the beat way we can do it is by working out to completion the divine thoughts in our own locality. In being secured there they are secured in Gods mind for the whole house. There is something secured, the value and power of which God can make advantageous in every part of His house. As the saints become vessels of the Spirit, ministering what is of the Spirit to one another, the whole thing is being brought on its way to completion. We are drawing near to the time when the headstone will be brought forth with shoutings. The wonderful place of Christ as the Headstone is coming into evidence amongst His people, filling their hearts with holy rapture, with shoutings of Grace, grace unto it! What a blessed consummation of the work of God! May it be more, before us in living power, to the glory and praise of God! 

  
    EZRA 4 AND 5 AND HAGGAI (CAC 9)

    Ezra 4; Ezra 5; Haggai 1; Haggai 2

    If God opens a great door, and an effectual one, there are sure to be many adversaries, and we see something of their activities in Ezra 4. They came with good words and fair speeches. We would build with you; for we seek your God, as ye; and we have sacrificed to him since the days of Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, who brought us up hither (verse 2). Spiritual judgment would find such people out, as it was said to the angel of the assembly in Ephesus, thou hast tried them who say that themselves are apostles and are not, and hast found them liars, Revelation 2: 2. This was at a time when the true apostles had not all gone. Paul also speaks of some at Corinth as false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ, 2 Corinthians 11: 13. What took place at the beginning of the churchs history has appeared in the day of revival at the end. 

    It is a matter of common knowledge that when the Lord revived a spiritual ministry of the truth as to the assembly a counter-revival at once began in which much was made of the church and of antiquity, apostolic succession and sacraments. It was Satans attempt to nullify what God was doing by setting up again the things by which he had corrupted the christian profession in its early history. All this has to be judged and refused as the work of adversaries. Only true saints know how to build the house of God, or how to serve in it when it is built. The people of the land can imitate in a fleshly way what is of God, but they can never bring one living stone into its place in the spiritual house. Their help is to be absolutely refused. Ye have nothing to do with us to build a house to our God, but we alone will build to Jehovah the God of Israel, as king Cyrus, the king of Persia, has commanded us (verse 3). We have ever to watch against the natural and the fleshly coming in to contribute something to the work of God. Such an intrusion will certainly spoil the building; it is wood, hay, stubble, which will all be burned when the fire tries it. 

    When the help of the people of the land was refused they came out in their true colours, and weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in building; and they hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia (verses 4, 5). The people of the land have a form of piety, but they represent those who wish to maintain things as they are in the christian profession, and are therefore adverse to any ministry which would build up what is distinctively of God. How many counsellors have been hired to write books and pamphlets in opposition to what has been brought out from Scripture during the last century! I suppose that every part of the truth which has been brought out by the Spirit of God has been attacked as error, and has had to make its way in face of constant opposition. Many hands have been weakened by these efforts of the adversaries; many have been troubled in building. 

    But this is only a proof of spiritual decline on the part of the builders, and shows that a love of selfish ease makes them think more of their own comfort than of the house of God. Opposition never really hinders the work of God: it is waning interest on the part of His people that is the true secret of all weakness. The adversaries were persistent, and another king arose who was ready to listen to them, and to give order that the work should cease, but the work ceased because it was no longer the chief interest of those who had been engaged in it. This is brought out clearly in the prophet Haggai, who prophesied in the second year of Darius the king, when the work had been at a standstill for a number of years. Thus speaketh Jehovah of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that Jehovahs house should be built. And the word of Jehovah came by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it time for you that ye should dwell in your wainscoted houses, while this house lieth waste? Haggai 1: 2 - 4. 

    An interval of about fifteen years had transpired during which time no progress had been made in building the house. But when the prophetic word came it made no reference to the external difficulties; it addressed itself to the state of the people, and made manifest the real hindrance to the work. There are always difficulties in the way of anything being done for God, and it is easy quietly to accept them, and to regard them as an indication that we should let things stand as they are. When Gods chief interest ceases to be our chief interest some form of self-consideration inevitably comes in. Jehovah speaks of His house lying waste while they dwelt in wainscoted houses. It was very sad that Paul had to say of those about him at Rome, all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ (Philippians 2: 21), Timothy stood out as a bright exception to this, caring with genuine feeling how the saints got on. 

    Living in our own things leads to poverty and dissatisfaction. The divine call is to set our heart on our ways; we are to weigh well how things are working with us. Are we really prospering in soul? Or is it such a time with us as is described in Haggai 1:6; Haggai 1:9-11? God would have His people to consider whether they are not giving a good deal of time to things which yield very little. There is a kind of eating which gives no satisfaction, and drinking which adds nothing to the inward man, and we may surround ourselves with things which bring no warmth to the soul, and what we earn may go into a bag with holes. These are striking figures of the result of seeking our own things. Christians on this line may get through life by the mercy of God, but it is a lean and empty and impoverished life compared with what it might have been. 

    The divine call is, Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house, and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith Jehovah, Haggai 1: 8. Gods house cannot be built without material, and the material cannot be got without labour. All true spiritual labour at the present time has the house in view. The preaching of the gospel and all ministry of the word is only carried on intelligently as we see that it is to get material for the house and to build it. Let us make this our great business. It is not easy work to go to the mountain and hew timber, but what could be a greater honour than to do something of which God says, I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified? Gods great thought is that there may be a company here built together for His pleasure, and amongst whom He is glorified. We are all to be at this great work. If each one who knows something of Gods chief interest were to be the means of bringing one other into the truth of Gods house, and into practical accord with it, what pleasure God would take in it! It is the same work that began nineteen centuries ago by the labours of the apostles and others, but it has now to be done at a time when christendom is full of bodies which are not for Gods pleasure, and in which He is not glorified, for they have not the constitution or the character of His house. Indeed, the religious bodies of today answer to the wainscoted houses of Haggai 1, and it is not difficult to see that as religious buildings get larger and finer the inward spiritual power declines. The Lord had spoken of the temple as His Fathers house, but the time came when He had to call it your house. God had ceased to have pleasure in it, and so it is today. Christians are running to what are really their own houses while Gods house lieth waste. And this accounts for the spiritual dearth of which many believers complain. Ye looked for much, and behold it was little; and when ye brought it home I blew upon it. There is much going on in an outward way, but where are spiritual results? Where do we find the dew of the heavens? Where are the precious things which answer for us to the corn, the new wine and the oil? Is it not time for christians to consider their ways, and to ask why blessing is withholden? We need not go far for the answer; it is Because of my house that lieth waste, whilst ye run every man to his own house. 

    What is needed is that we should do as the remnant did in that day. They hearkened to the voice of Jehovah their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, according as Jehovah their God had sent him, and the people feared before Jehovah, Haggai 1: 12. As soon as they took this ground the message was sent to them, I am with you, saith Jehovah. All that is needed on our part is that we should hearken to what God says; that is, be in the spirit of obedience before Him, and fear Him. The moment we take this ground He will be with us, and His presence with His people is their only power. If God is not with us even our efforts to build His house will come to nothing. But if He is with us our spirits will be divinely stirred up, and we shall come and work at the house of Jehovah. It is a notable day when that takes place; the exact day of the month is given. We may be sure that when our hearts are stirred up to come and work at the house it is placed on record in heaven. 

    Then on the one and twentieth day of the seventh month there was a further prophetic word given to fortify the hearts of the remnant against discouragement; Haggai 2: 1. It would appear that within a month of resuming the building a discouraging influence was found amongst the people. It took the form of contrasting what was then present with the former glory of the house. This is a subtle form of the enemys work because it seems to rightly make much of a glorious past. But it is evident that the object was to minimise, and even make nothing of, the wonderful revival that was then in movement. In the estimation of faith the fact that it was Gods house put upon it a wondrous glory, however feeble might be the outward expression of it at the moment. The widow who cast her two mites into the treasury showed that the house was exceedingly precious to her as Gods house notwithstanding its actual state at the time. If we have really seen the former glory of the house we cannot accept that, if God is reviving His work, He has something very inferior in view. We cannot accept that it is a different house now, or that anything less than the full divine thought is to be before us in our building, however feeble we may be in relation to such great thoughts. If we have a right thought of the house we see it as invested with all the glory that originally attached to it, and if God is with us we shall not be prepared to give up any part of what is in His mind. 

    So there is a thrice-repeated call to be strong, Haggai 2: 4. If we think that what we are occupied with is as nothing we shall be weak indeed, but if we think of Gods house, and that He is with us in the building of it, we shall be preserved from fear. The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you: fear ye not (verse 5). It is as though God said, My thoughts have not changed one bit; I brought you to myself that you might be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, and that you might make me a sanctuary that I might dwell among you, and this is still what I have in my mind. If Gods Spirit remains among us, it is certain that He will never depart from Gods original thoughts. Christendom may depart from them, and we may depart from them, but the Spirit never will. So that now if there is only one stone laid upon another there is something which speaks of, and represents, the whole divine thought. There may be today, perhaps, only two saints in a town or village who recognise in a practical way that they are a constituent part of the house of God, and are set to further the divine building, but there is something which recognises the whole divine thought, and that cannot be as nothing in our eyes. Satan would desire that it might be, that we might despise it as a small thing, and give up the practical confession of it and the building of what is suitable to it. 

    God would have us to know what He thinks of His house. He is going to shake everything with a view to His house being here filled with glory. Every divine shaking at the present time has in view the freeing of what will contribute to His house. We know that there will be a terrible shaking presently to prepare the way for God to bring in the First-begotten into the habitable world, and when He comes in there will be found material that will fill the house with glory. But at the present time there is much precious material in the world, and God claims it all for Himself and for His house. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts (verse 8). The silver and the gold today are the saints secured for God as the fruit of redemption and as in new creation. The desire of all nations (verse 7) refers to everything that is precious and truly desirable in all the nations. It refers to apprehensions and appreciations of Christ brought by the work of God into the hearts of His saints everywhere, so that Christ has become the preciousness to them. This is what has value before God, and He intends that it should all come to His house to enrich it with glory. So what God has in mind is not diminishing glory, but increasing glory. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, saith Jehovah of hosts (verse 9). Each brother and sister can bring more of the glory in; it is the divine thought that we should be continually moving from glory to glory. If God shakes the nations it is with a view to what is precious coming to light as the glory of His house; it is that men and saints may be shaken out of settings that are not suitable to Gods house, and brought as contributors of glory to that house. 

    Then two months later Haggai got another prophetic word, and this time it was a solemn warning against what is unclean. This is just the opposite to acquiring glory, and it seems to suggest that if we are not acquiring features of glory we shall be very likely to become unclean by contact with the uncleanness that is all around us here. The question raised by Jehovah (verses 11 - 13) brought to light that holy things have no power to make holy what is not holy in itself, but what is unclean can quickly impart its own characteristic to anything which it touches. It is a warning against touching what is unclean, see 2 Corinthians 6: 17. If we want to be suitable to the house of God, and to have features of glory, we must keep from the touch of what is unclean. The people in running to their own houses were really unclean; the state of their hearts in allowing the house of God to lie waste while they pursued their own interests was one of uncleanness, and it brought upon them the severe governmental dealing of God. This is very much the state of the christian profession at the present time. 

    The four and twentieth day of the ninth month (verse 18) was a notable day, for there was evidently a fresh start made in building, and Jehovah took immediate notice of it. From this day will I bless you. It is interesting to notice that this was not the first movement they had made. They had begun years before, but there had been a long period of slackness. It is often like this; there is a beginning made, but it is not followed up, and spiritual energy wanes. But God sends a prophetic word and uses it to bring about revival. A fresh start is made, and God immediately answers it by the assurance and bestowal of blessing. 

    Then on the same day there was a second word given to the prophet, but this time it was addressed to Zerubbabel as typical of Christ. It declared plainly how God would shake everything  the heavens and the earth, the throne of kingdoms and the strength of the kingdoms of the nations  but His object in all this was that Zerubbabel might be made as a signet. That is, Gods object is to use Christ as His seal; and to put the impress of Christ on the whole created scene. We are made painfully aware that the nations do not carry the impress of Christ at the present time. They might have done so, for God has sent the gospel into all the creation and if it had been believed it would have brought all who received it under the impress of Christ. But it has not been believed, and hence there must be a terrible shaking to make way for the impress of Christ as Gods chosen One. At the present time it is those who have come under the impress of Christ who are suitable to form part of Gods house and to build it. But this has to be brought about by the shaking and overthrow of all that belongs to the flesh and to the natural man. As the flesh is judged and refused God can seal us with His chosen signet, and those who are thus sealed can build Gods house and can bring glory into it. 

    There is very definite help for us in these things if we pay attention to them. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah helped the builders in their day. We are told that the elders of the Jews built; and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, Ezra 6: 14. But in putting these prophecies on record the Spirit of God had in mind that they would be a help to us in building the house of God in our remnant times. May we have grace from God to profit by them! 

  
    BUILDING MATERIAL (JT 29)

    Haggai 1:7,8; 1 Corinthians 3:10 - 13

    I have been thinking, dear brethren, of building material, having in view that this is the time of building, and if it is a time of building there must be material. Thus I have read from Haggai, a well-known prophet, not only because he speaks of building and of material, but because he took part in the work himself. Many of us can speak of what is needed and urge others on, but what God looks for is a leader, and to give a lead I must go on ahead. 

    So we find with Haggai, and his associate prophet, Zechariah, that they not only urged the builders to build, but it says they helped in the work  the prophets of God helping, as we read. One who thus puts his hand to the work deserved special attention, and I may add that prophecy is that which in the first epistle to the Corinthians is especially commended for building. Of the gifts, each of which is of value, prophecy was commended. Before, however, commending the gift of prophecy, the apostle said, yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence (1 Corinthians 12:31); he could not only speak of the way of love but show it. It is a thing rather to be shown than defined, and so having shown that way, he goes back to the subject of gift and urges prophecy, for he that prophesieth edifies or builds the assembly. So Haggai, associated with Zechariah, demands special attention, as a man who, in a day of very small things, spoke the mind of God. He also builded, worked with the others, with the rank and file of the people, as we may say. 

    But I am speaking now of material, for however clear the mind of God may be as to what is required, and however skilled the builders, there must be material, and we should note what it is. What elements form the physical system around us, or what the primary materials were, we can say but little, but we are not left in any uncertainty or cloudiness as regards the material needed for Gods building. The first building that we get in Scripture, as has often been pointed out, is in Genesis 2, but we read of the foundations of the earth being laid, which I suppose may be taken to lead to building. The word employed directly for the physical system is framed: By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by the word of God, (Hebrews 11:3). The first building is that recorded in Genesis 2, and there is nothing vague as to the material. It was a rib taken out of Adam, and out of that, we are told, God builded a woman. The material therefore was to be understood as the building was there, and so in the New Testament we have the material for Gods building. The Lord is very explicit, first in regard of the foundation upon which He would build, and then in regard of the material which He would use in the building. 

    First He says, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona. (Matthew 16:17). Now that, taken as it is, is not material for the building. Simon Bar-jona refers to the believer as he is here, born in this world, whose history is known; such a one is blessed, that is to say, as a responsible person here, having had a sinful history, you, like Simon who acknowledged his sinfulness, are blessed. Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona. But that was only a part of the Lords pronouncement, a part which involves much in principle, indeed, involving the epistle to the Romans, which contemplates us as responsible. Yet as convicted sinners who believe through grace, we are blessed. But then the Lord goes on with a new thing. What He says about Simon being blessed as receiving a revelation from God was not exactly a new thing, because the reception of revelations of God was not new. Many before him had received such, not of that kind, of course, but nevertheless many had received revelations from God, and they were blessed. It was a blessed thing in each case. 

    But the Lord goes on as if He were saying something extraordinary, flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. He has revealed that to you, And I also, I say unto thee that thou art Peter. That is not a mere question of blessing, not that I would minimise blessing, but it is a question of material: Thou art Peter, the Lord said. In John 1:42, the corresponding passage, He says, Thou shalt be called Cephas, and then the Holy Spirit tells us the meaning of that word so that we should understand. Whenever the Holy Spirit interprets a word He means to impress it on our minds that we may understand it, so that in John we get the interpretation of the word Cephas. The Lord did not use that word in speaking to Peter in Matthew. He used, as far as we can see, the ordinary word Peter. We have no word to be interpreted, it was a word that was known, the Greek word for Peter, that is to say, the material was divinely provided, and the builder has to understand, has to distinguish in himself between Simon Bar-jona, being blessed, and Peter, if he is to have part practically, and surely, in the great system which God is building, the great spiritual system for, from this point of view, wood, hay, and stubble have no part at all. They cannot be introduced. It is what the Lord Jesus Christ is building, and He never used any extraneous material at all. The material was there, He gave it a name, He pronounced upon it, and then He says, on this rock I will build my assembly. Having designated the material for the building, He speaks of the foundation. 

    In keeping with that we read in Acts 19 that the apostle Paul arrived at Ephesus on the upper line; it is the upper line. Matthew is the upper line, and so is Ephesians. What I mean by the upper line is this, that Luke deals with what is moral, what is in keeping with God morally down here, involving righteousness, whereas Matthew presents the thing from the side of elevation, and produces a vessel formed of spiritual material for practical use here  the vessel of testimony. He produces it by way of the mount of transfiguration, where you have the Lord Jesus transfigured, His countenance shining as the sun  a great heavenly thought; and then that we are associated with Him as sons; for He says, Then are the sons free. And finally He says, Take that and give it to them for me and thee, (Matthew 17:26,27). We are thus brought in on the upper line  the mount of transfiguration and sonship. It is on that line that we have the vessel of administration in Matthew  the assembly. It is not earthly, or governed by earthly principles, it is governed by heavenly principles, and its material is spiritual. It is formed of those who are the sons of God and companions of Christ. Luke gives us the moral line, and takes us up as we are, so that we are brought together as recognising the Lords authority, as deposited in the eleven. They were saying as gathered together in Luke, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon (Luke 24:34)  not Peter. It is a question of Simon in his responsibility, and the Lord meeting him in grace  an important side surely of the truth in our relation to one another. 

    Luke refers to Him as the righteous One. He introduces the centurion as saying, Certainly this was a righteous man, (Luke 23:47). It is the moral side, and so the thief owns Him, This man has done nothing amiss (verse 41); and in keeping with that the Lord prays in Luke that the Father should forgive His murderers  another moral feature which we need in our public position; if God is to be related to us morally, these features must be present. But Matthew is, as I said, the upper line, and I hope you will take note of it. The thoughts presented in Matthew are immense, and I have therefore taken the liberty of calling it the upper line. It involves that we should be here representative of heaven in our administrative capacity. 

    Having spoken of Luke and Matthew, I want to open out the link between Matthew and Ephesians. The apostle, as you will remember, reached Ephesus by the upper districts, (Acts 19:1). He had been there before he left Aquila and Priscilla there, and went off elsewhere in his service, and in the interval Apollos arrived and was instructed by Aquila and Priscilla. Apollos goes to Corinth, where Paul had been, and where he had built up the lower line of things, that is to say, the order of God in a city, in a locality. He had been to Athens, and there was not a word said to him in Athens about God having His people there, although there were a few; but arriving at Corinth he associates himself with two tent-makers, a man and his wife. This was not a vain appearance of things; he meant it, he lodged with them and the Holy Spirit tells us he wrought with his hands; he was a real worker, making tents. You will see we are coming down to everyday life, and it is important to see that the people of God are seen in that connection. The Lord said, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city, (Acts 18:10). 

    Thus we are in the presence of potential material for the structure in its locality, or everyday feature. It is said that Apollos was at Corinth after Paul had been there, and after he had set up the structure there. It speaks of Apollos as at Corinth, as though he was there to hold that position. Apollos being there, Paul arrived at Ephesus by the upper districts, and he asked certain disciples whom he found there if they had received the Holy Spirit since they believed. It is not a question of much people, of tent-making, or being outwardly anything  that is not the point at Ephesus. The point is, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed? (Acts 19:2). And may I raise the question as to whether as believers you may or may not have the Spirit? If we are to approach the structure from the standpoint of Ephesus, it is most important for every professing christian to face this, for every one should wish to have part in it. So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, (Ephesians 2:19,20). There is nothing like it in the whole universe, and it depends on the Spirit. If you have not got the Spirit, you are out of it, and so it says, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed? and you know what they answered, We did not even hear if the Holy Spirit was come. Paul says, To what then were ye baptized? and they said, To the baptism of John, and he tells them, John indeed baptised with the baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on him that was coming after him, that is, on Jesus, (verses 3,4). Johns own words were, He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he was before me; and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water. And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God, (John 1:30,31; John 1:34). That is Johns witness, which would point the believer away from John to another  to Christ. 

    The apostle Paul heartily endorses John the baptists ministry, but John could not give the Holy Spirit, so immediately those at Ephesus were baptised to the name of the Lord Jesus. That principle comes in, for it was a question of their seeing what was available. They would go in for all that was involved in that name. It was not only protection, there were great positive things involved. Paul laid his bands on them and they received the Holy Spirit, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied, (verse 6). The Holy Spirit in those days was a Person to people, His presence was a reality, and as if the apostle recognised the material in those twelve men, it says he remained and laboured in the synagogue for three months  a long time for him. Certainly it sets us an example to stay a good while in a place, but it is a question here of having found material. When some disbelieved in the synagogue he leaves it and goes into a school-house, and he teaches in that school-house for two years. You see how all this is linked up with the material he had found. He remained there for two years and three months, and in another scripture we are told that he stayed altogether three years. All this work is in relation to those twelve men receiving the Spirit. 

    The assembly at Ephesus was built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the corner-stone. Acts 20 is Himself; it brings out affection, the love of Christ as expressed in Paul. The building was complete and as Paul was leaving them he embraced them; he also embraces Eutychus in the same chapter. In his reference in Ephesians 2:20,21, you can see the love of Christ, Jesus Christ Himself is the Head of the corner, and the response to that in the end of Acts 20 is that the elders of the people of the assembly at Ephesus fell on Pauls neck and wept. You see what reciprocation of affection there was. It is a fine picture of the dispensation viewed from the spiritual standpoint! It is just a picture of it, but you can see how important the material was as it stood there; the apostle coming in by the upper districts and finding spiritual material, he stops there and rears up the great structure at Ephesus. While addressed as a local company, the assembly at Ephesus is treated in the epistle as representing the whole assembly formed of Jews and gentiles, both reconciled in one body by the cross. It is a habitation of God in the Spirit. It is a spiritual thing, and as I said before, no one could afford to be outside of that. If you are to be in that, and linked up with it, you must have the Spirit in a conscious way. In the scripture I read you see all these things, for it is a question of the kind of material that is needed now. 

    I have been speaking of the spiritual side at Ephesus and in Matthew, but I want to speak now of what is presented in 1 Corinthians 3, for there we have the foundation that Paul laid. He does not say built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets; he is speaking of what he laid. He says, According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it. For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. The words are chosen with wisdom, as discovering the effect of his ministry in that setting, for it is a question of bringing in amongst the Corinthians the kind of man that shone in Jesus here below  a Man who had to do with all kinds of men, and ever remained Himself. Never for one moment did He come under the influence of any one. He was ever Himself; from His infancy to the cross He was the man Christ Jesus, never anyone else. You can understand how this was in Gods mind when Peter and John were imprisoned and He opened the door and said, Go ye and stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life (Acts 5:20), that is to say, the life of Jesus in detail. The words  every detail of that life was precious under Gods eye, and it was to be preached. If you heard Peter speak about Jesus, you would understand this  all the words of that life, that perfect humanity as it is presented to us, particularly in the gospel of Luke, would be presented; and that was the kind of thing that Paul introduced at Corinth. 

    If anyone had come to him as he wrought with those two, Priscilla and Aquila, and had said, Paul, what is it that you are doing here? he would say, Do you not know that my Master served at a carpenters bench? Would not that touch the heart? How it builds into your inner soul the idea of Christ! Think of Him, the Lord of glory, working as a carpenter! Is not this the carpenter? (Mark 6:3) It is not the words of this ministry, but the words of this life. Ministry is wonderful, but the life of Jesus, what a life  all the words of it! the Holy Spirit Himself choosing the words; what an interesting matter! All this was brought into Corinth, and the intent was to shut out all Greek pretension. Some Greek philosopher might come to Paul, but he could say, Andrew and Philip told me that on a certain occasion the Greeks came up to my Master to see Him and He did not make much of them. He did not say, I would like to hear a Greek discourse or oration. I never heard of my Master reading the Greek letters. Indeed, it is said of Him, How knows this man letters, having never learned? (John 7:15) That is how the matter stood. 

    Is what I have spoken of found in the men of this great educational centre? No, it is not found. I may add that it is as sure as possible if I am living in a town of letters, I shall be defiled by the thing unless I set myself against it. If I am living in a manufacturing town, I am defiled by the spirit of it unless I set myself against it. The spirit of it is militant against the Spirit of God, and flesh is flesh. There is nothing that appeals to the flesh of the cultured class more than Greek philosophy, and yet it is nothing. 

    Paul shows in this passage that it is so. He says, That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

    If I lived in a centre of learning, I should read 1 Corinthians 2 and 3 frequently, for learning has nothing to do with Christ. It is useful to a point, but it has nothing to do with christianity as such. So Paul says, The kind of foundation I laid in your town was Jesus Christ, and nothing else. Build on that, and let every man take heed how he builds thereupon. So that everyone has to build. Paul does not divert anyone from building. Build, but be sure you get the right material; you will not get it from the colleges, you have to get it from Christ. It is a question of the kind of humanity that shone in Jesus, and of Him it is said He had never learned. Think of the Lord of glory having that reputation, and yet He is frequently called Master by those who knew! Even if He thought it necessary to acquire ordinary education, this would be an extremely small matter to Him. He knew all divinely. 

    The word in Haggai is, Go up to the mountain  not to the university  but to the mountain; that is the word here. Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house. Wood, in Scripture, is used in a variety of ways. It does not always mean the same thing, but in this instance it undoubtedly points to that kind of material which is needed for divine building, that is to say, the kind of man God requires. I might point out the character of the leading woods of Scripture. There is the gopher wood, the first wood mentioned in Scripture that is used in a structure. Its identity is not known, but it is a wood  Scripture is sufficient to indicate that  which was exactly suitable for the purpose required; it could go through the flood. It was a question of going through the judgment of God, and retaining intact through the judgment every living thing; all was carried through. Everything that is of God was embraced in Christ. Think of the kind of man, think of that one Man embracing in Himself every divine thought, and going through the judgment, and bringing all out intact on the other side, and setting up another order according to God! 

    That is one most important feature. Then acacia, or shittim wood is the one used in the wilderness for the tabernacle. It refers, too, to Christ, the kind of humanity, the power of bearing, and going through the wilderness patiently. How important these features are, carrying everything through for God on the one hand, even through death, and on the other, walking with patience and love with the people of God in the wilderness! It is Christ in His love, the more excellent way, and that is what is needed. There are also the cedar, olive and other woods spoken of as used in Gods building. 

    Now the point is to go up to the mountain, and that means exercise. The word exercise is one much used among the people of God. Paul used it: Herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men, (Acts 24:16). That is a fine exercise, and if you are exercised in that way, there will be in you material for the building of God. You want a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men. I think it is righteousness, for every one that is born of Him is righteous. In every case going up to the mountain requires purpose, and that calls out the Spirits power in the builder, but as you come to do the thing, you are surprised at what you do, and God goes with you. 

    Here they said, The time is not come, the time that Jehovahs house should be built; but it was the time, and the prophets of God were telling them it was. Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house. It was necessary to get suitable material. For us it is what is according to Christ. The gospels present it to us. We are to go up to the mountain and get it and build the house. God will take pleasure in it and be glorified in it. 

    God is not so concerned about quantity as He is about quality. The wood here refers to quality, what is suitable for the building, and it is obtainable on the mountain. It is a question of exercise, of judging ourselves, and so making room for the Holy Spirit to work in us and produce the character of Jesus Christ. God will not ask anything of us which we have not the means of providing. He sent Elijah to the widow of Zarephath, saying, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. Elijah goes, and he found her at the city gate. What a tax was laid on that poor widow! The prophet says, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. He told her to bring it in a vessel. She would have to do that, but he mentions the vessel. You see how God looks for things as they should be. If He is asking anything from you, He is asking for it as it should be, however little it may be. It is in a vessel. 

    She goes for the water without a murmur; and then see the fresh test; Elijah says, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. How she is tested! Now it is a question of what is in her hand. This brings out what is there. It is Gods way with us at the present time, and He never asks anything from us that we have not got. She had already made an inventory of what she had  a little meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse  and so she says, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. She is going to eat to die, but we eat to live. Then the mind of God comes out. The prophet says, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! So she went and made bread with her own hand and she and her household (a greater thing than she mentioned) lived on that for a whole year, (1 Kings 17:9 - 16). What a result! God in that way will demand what He knows we have, and what we have as we respond in obedience will be enlarged. As we yield ourselves in obedience to the divine will, the Spirit in us will work and the demands of God will be met  our own needs, too. 

    Now that is what God proposes. He knows we can get it; it is only a question of going up into the mountain to get it. Go to the mountain, there is plenty there, plenty of wood. The prophet points out that the latter glory of the house shall be greater than the former glory. There is thus, dear brethren, every incentive to sacrifice, to go up to the mountain, to get the wood and build. May God grant us all this purpose and energy! 

  
    ENERGY IN THE WORK OF GOD (JT 40)

    Haggai 1:1 - 15; Haggai 2:1 - 9

    I have chosen this book on this occasion, because it shews the immediate effect of the prophetic word. All ministry should have something of prophetic character. According to 1 Corinthians 14, it is the kind of ministry that is particularly to be desired; the one who prophesies edifies the assembly. Moreover, when the whole assembly is gathered together and prophetic ministry is there and if some unbeliever enters, he will fall on his face, reporting that God is indeed amongst you. 

    In the prophecy of Ezekiel, we see also how the Spirit shows to the prophet a valley filled with dry bones (Ezekiel 37). He is told to prophesy over these dry bones, and the bones came together, and sinews and flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them over. The result of the prophetic word is seen in the production of life, and in that which expresses life; the skin covering the body indicates how the Spirit beautifies what is there. Hence, dear brethren, you can see how important is a word of prophecy. 

    It says in the book of Ezra, that Haggai prophesied. The prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem; in the name of the God of Israel, Ezra 5:1. They did not prophesy in their own name; no true prophet of God makes himself prominent; nobody serving in the power of the Spirit has his own name before him. Moreover, it says of these two prophets, that they worked to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem. Their word had an immediate effect, and they took their place in the work that their own ministry promoted amongst the people. In other words, they represent servants who not only express the mind of God, but who show how to carry out His word; as the Lord Jesus said, that He was altogether that which He said unto them. The one who brings in Gods word should be the first to set an example of its effect upon us, and this is what is seen in Haggai and Zechariah. 

    Whilst it says in Ezra that they prophesied to the Jews, it says here that the word of Jehovah came to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest. What is emphasised is that Haggais message was for those who were particularly responsible. In Ezra, where the message was to the Jews, all the people were included, but in Haggai, as we remarked, it was for those particularly responsible, Zerubbabel who was the governor, and Joshua who was the high priest. The counterpart to Zerubbabel today would be the leading brothers who take the responsibility of things amongst us; while those corresponding to the high priest are those who sympathise with the saints, sisters being included as well as brothers. The high priest evidently had as much authority as Zerubbabel, priestly power being a matter of spiritual intelligence and sympathy. Holiness, too, should characterise priests. Aaron, the great high priest, being called the saint (holy one) of Jehovah (Psalm 106:16), indicating that he was a holy person. The priesthood represented by Joshua involves the most spiritual amongst us, indeed all of us. You can thus see, dear brethren, that Haggais message is addressed to the oldest brothers, as being the most responsible, and to all, whether young or old, who are spiritual and intelligent. The saints in their entirety are also included, as we see by what follows (verse 12), Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all the remnant of the people, hearkened to the voice of Jehovah their God, and Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. Hence the message, while addressed to the most responsible, is for all. 

    Those who were responsible, and all the others too, had become rather negligent and selfish: they were thinking of their own houses rather than of the house of God. What a state of things! yet, alas, dear brethren, how often it is found amongst the saints. We are all inclined to be selfish, that is to say, we think of ourselves, our homes, our families, our farms, and the house of God has a secondary place with us. Where such a state of things exists, this book specially applies; in verse 4 the prophet asks, Is it time for you that ye should dwell in your wainscoted houses, while this house lieth waste? This is a very direct question, followed by the injunction in verse 5, And now thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Consider your ways. The word consider is important, according to the note it means literally, Set your heart on your ways. We are invited to examine our ways for a moment, to give them our undivided attention, not that we should become occupied with them, but it is a matter of searching and analysing them to see if they are such as are suitable to those whom God loves, and who love Him. 

    As though He would help us in considering our ways, and bring us to see how defective they are, God says in verse 6, Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but are not satisfied; ye drink, but are not filled with drink; ye clothe yourselves, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages for a bag with holes. Dear brethren, God would help us to arrive at a true judgment about our ways, and would say to us, as it were, Things are not going as you would like. There are young people who set out with certain plans before them; you only think of your own interests; no doubt you have it in mind to be in fellowship, as we speak, but the fellowship and the things of God have only second place with you, and now you find that things are not all as you had thought. Why is that? Simply because God loves you. Around you, you perhaps see unconverted young people who appear to get what they want. One of the psalmists asked one day, why the wicked prospered like a green tree, but when he entered the sanctuary of God he understood that the end of the wicked is terrible. A child of God, a saint of God, suffers down here, and seems to be limited, or does not prosper in this world; why should this be, dear brethren? Because God loves us, and He has better things in view for us. If He gave us the prosperity we desired, we should lose the blessing and spiritual prosperity He has for us. For this reason He shows us here that those who give His interests a secondary place, and their own the first place, do not prosper; He says, Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but are not satisfied. Then in verse 7 Jehovah comes back to this point, Consider your ways; take time at once to examine your circumstances, your history, what you have in mind for yourself. After one hours consideration in the presence of God, you will change your mind. This is what happened according to this book; a prophetic word was uttered on the first day of the sixth month, and on the twenty-fourth day of the same month it says, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all the remnant of the people, hearkened to the voice of Jehovah their God (verse 12). Dear young people, twenty-four days after the prophetic word had been uttered, all these people had changed their minds. They gave the house of Jehovah the first place, and the result is described in chapter 2, verse 18. Consider, I pray you, from this day and onward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of Jehovahs temple was laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the barn? Yea, the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive-tree have not brought forth: from this day will I bless you. You will notice that blessing is brought in when we are marked by obedience, and by listening to the word. 

    Let us look now and see what this word is: Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house, and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith Jehovah. This is the word: Go up to the mountain, indicating that fellowship and the service of the children of God, as well as the testimony do not allow us to be at ease, to be lazy and negligent. The things we have been called to in the fellowship of the Son of God surpass everything in this world, and compared with them, the things of this world are worthless. Nehemiah could say, I am doing a great work (Nehemiah 6:3), and it is the same for us, dear brethren; God has called us to the most exalted service possible. Do we appreciate it, or do we find the work irksome? God says, Consider your ways. Go up to the mountain. He delights to use figures which are perfectly understandable; and in saying, Go up to the mountain, He is alluding simply to exercise. Our hearts will certainly be tested, but it is a question of knowing whether He can support us. We must be strong, and in climbing up we shall find strength; for a healthy person exercise is strengthening. The object in mind is clearly indicated; what shall we find on the mountain? Certainly it is not to see a beautiful view; though what a beautiful view we have on the mountain in Matthew 5. We find material, so to speak, in this chapter; the Lord speaks of Himself up there; He says, Ye have heard that it has been said ... but I say unto you, all through the chapter He is drawing their attention to what He is saying; He always has the last word, and His words express what He is. He says, The heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words shall in no wise pass away, Matthew 24:35. How blessed it is to have to do with such a Person whose words will never pass away, who speaks with authority, whose words express who He is. This is what the wood represents here; the kind of person who was there. It says, Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house. The house must be built of material which is like Jesus. The apostle Paul said, Other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:11. The title Jesus Christ indicates the kind of person who was there, the One to whom our attention is drawn in the sermon on the mountain (Matthew 5 - Matthew 7). It is quite in keeping with the teaching of Matthews gospel, which has the assembly in mind, so here it says, Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house, and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith Jehovah. In Scripture wood is a type of the humanity of Christ; the best illustration I can give of this is in Exodus 15, where it says that Israel came to Marah, and they could not drink the waters of Marah for they were bitter, and Jehovah showed Moses wood. Some may think that this wood is representative of the cross of Christ, but it is not so, it represents Christ. The wood was cast into the waters, and the waters became sweet. The glorious Man who came down here, who was honoured by heaven, was He who entered into death; that is what the wood represents. That is why wood had to be brought. In Nehemiah an offering of wood was required, which is very suggestive; in these circumstances the offering of wood is necessary, that is, Christ formed in us in the power of the Spirit of God. 

    After that it says, as we were remarking, that twenty-four days after, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all the remnant of the people, hearkened to the voice of Jehovah their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, according as Jehovah their God had sent him, and the people feared before Jehovah. In the presence of such a prophecy each one should desire to have his own heart brought to be filled with fear after twenty-four days. What a remarkable time, three weeks and three days! Not only Zerubbabel and Joshua, but all the people were brought to consider the things of God, and it says in verse 14, Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 

    and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked at the house of Jehovah of hosts. They came and worked exactly according to the words of the prophet; they did not do just what they thought right, but what God asked for. The date is given in verse 15, the four-and-twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king; it is as if God would take note of a date like that. He records, so to say, the date of the day on which He spoke to you, and He is observing you to see the effect His word has upon you; in their case it was twenty-four days; that is to say, three weeks and three days. 

    The second chapter is for our encouragement when we begin to move in response to Gods word. About a month later, the twenty-first day of the seventh month, there was another message: What was it? Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? and how do ye see it now? (chapter 2:3) This signifies, dear brethren, that that which we have may appear externally quite small compared with that of apostolic times, but what will become of it? Listen to what it says, I will fill this house with glory ... The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, saith Jehovah of hosts. I would like this thought to sink into the heart of each one here, and of the young particularly; what we are occupied with may appear externally small, but in spite of that it says, The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former. Does not this encourage us to go forward with energy and purpose of heart? We must not despise the day of small things; young people are inclined to despise the smallness of our meetings, yet according to this prophet what we are engaged with now will be greater than what the saints were engaged with in apostolic times. That does not mean, dear brethren, that we shall have large meetings, but it means that what we are engaged with will be displayed in the heavenly city, the most magnificent and glorious work in the universe of God; she will come from God having the glory of God (Revelation 21:10), which will be a most precious shining. What is alluded to is nothing less than what will be outstanding later on. That is the word for us, dear brethren, and I trust it will encourage us to lift up the hands that hang down, and the failing knees; and make straight paths for your feet, that that which is lame be not turned aside; but that rather it may be healed, Hebrews 12:12,13. We must go up to the mountain, that is, face matters in exercise and power, and in that way the wood represents ourselves as the subjects of Gods work. The building is going on and God says, I am pleased with it. How precious it is to think that God is pleased with what I am doing now. Nobody here should exclude himself from this work, for it says, Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do with thy might, Ecclesiastes 9:10. It does not say, If thy hand findeth something to do, but Whatever thy hand findeth to do. We shall find some work if we desire it. It is a matter of putting your hand to it and having part in it; God says, I will take pleasure in it. 

    The great end will be in glory, the holy city, coming down out of the heaven from God. 

  
    DIVINE URGENCY (JT 98)

    Luke 14: 21 - 23; Acts 10: 44; Haggai 1: 2 - 4; Haggai 2: 5

    I have in mind, dear brethren, the divine urgency which has a great place in Scripture, sometimes bearing against what is evil, as we read in Timothy: The Spirit speaketh expressly, and sometimes in relation to the development and maintenance of the truth. The Holy Spirit became urgent, indeed we are reminded of that very fact that there should always be an ear open to what the Spirit says, and we should not be forgetful of what is said or has been said. What He says is necessary to the understanding of what He has said, in keeping with the principle in Revelation indicated in the reference to Christ as, He who is, and who was, and who is to come. He who is is first: what He was and what He will be, become intelligible as we understand what He is. 

    So the Spirit is speaking: the enemy would always be bent on clouding, or shutting out, or deafening our ears to what the Spirit says. We must never assume He is silent; He is always saying something, and our safety lies in hearing what He says. So He speaks expressly as it is the more urgent. Therefore, whatever the evil, and the enemy is specially against the service of God, you may be sure the Spirit will say something immediately. But I have in mind to speak of divine urgency in regard of the church, that is, what is positive. The Lord has His feelings and affections and desires, dear brethren, and they are never interfered with; He is patient in reaching His ends, but He is urgent, and He would have us to understand what He says. 

    So I read that well-known chapter in Luke because of the urgency of the second mission of the servant. It is just one servant in this chapter, whilst in Matthew 22 there are servants, more than one. The service is in that way more concentrated, evidently in such worthy hands, but there is great urgency that the house may be filled. Now that refers to the gospel, but what I have in mind refers to the mystery of the gospel. In asking for the prayers of the saints, the apostle Paul stresses that they should pray for him particularly, indeed entirely, that he might open his mouth with boldness to speak of the mystery of the gospel, something wrapped up in the gospel involving a secret, involving what Gods heart cherishes; that is to say, the assembly was unfolded as it was to take form, as its service Godward should develop. That is what is so urgent in the apostles request, in his prayer on the part of the brethren. The words that he uses indicate plainly enough that it was a difficult matter to unfold the mystery of the gospel. It was not that he could not put it into words or write it down, but that it should find an intelligent acceptance in the saints. The hearing was poor in that regard, and it required special power to make known the mystery of the gospel, what God would have for Himself. 

    So you find as it is relative to the incoming of the gentiles it is marked with urgency; no delay should be allowed, and what comes out in Luke 15 is that the father of the prodigal runs immediately. One person is in view there, whereas in chapter 14 the servant was to go out into the streets and lanes of the cities, the ways and the fences; and there is nothing said as to the qualities or qualifications in the persons that are to be brought in. But in Luke 15 qualifications are discerned, the movements of the prodigal were seen; they were the movements not of a prodigal but of a repentant sinner; the movements of a prodigal are not evident but to call forth sorrow, but there are the returning movements of a repenting sinner! Even at a distance they call forth admiration, and that admiration becomes intensified as the footsteps of the repentant sinner came nearer and nearer to God, until he is actually inside. That is what I wish to dwell on, dear brethren, the pleasure in one, not in the number from the streets and lanes of the city, the ways and fences of the world, but in the quality of one: first, a repentant sinner, then a confessing sinner (these things make the persons movements most interesting to God), and then the caress, where divine love begins to find its satisfaction: His father ... covered him with kisses. I cannot say it was literal, but it shows how complacent the father was in the whole person, for it is no less than that. The mystery involves the whole person being secured, in spirit, soul and body, so that the body of the person is covered. It is not now the atoning work of Christ; surely he is covered in regard of that; he knows the blessedness of covering in relation to forgiveness, but he knows too the unspeakable blessedness of what it is to be covered with kisses. 

    Then there are all the movements until the returned one is inside; it is within that love is complacent, not only is there the kissing but the atmosphere is pervaded with love, love in activity, love in a scene that expresses what heaven is; the very best is there. There is the music and dancing to show what is inside, where the Father can express Himself as to what is heavenly. You can understand, therefore, dear brethren, the urgency that there is in regard of what is hidden, in order that the house may be filled. So that the incoming ones synchronise with divine counsel, coming from all quarters, from the streets and lanes of the city, from the ways and fences, and inside they discover divine interest, and the nearer they draw to God the more sensitive they are of divine interest. Inside too they find their names are in the book of life, and not only in the book of life but in the counsels of God, foreknown to Him. Their names are known to the Father in the sweet counsels of eternity, the counsels of love. So that there are those suited to the place, and clothed in all the dignity of the place, set free in freedom, indwelt by the spirit of adoption, and capable of sharing in the very best; for this wonderful chapter describes divine lavishment! Love is telling itself out, what it can do for its own satisfaction! So the house comes into view, and the music and the dancing. Well now, I want to show you how this fits in with Acts 10, indeed Acts 10 is the historical fulfilment of this parable. I had in mind to show that the quality indicated in the returning prodigal appears in the house of that Roman officer in the city of Caesarea. It is a well-known chapter of many, forty-eight, verses, full of interest. We have from the very outset of the chapter the beautiful avenue leading up to the great event; much of the chapter is preliminary but verse 44 is the great event. The great apostle Peter is active; if he is treading the avenue, he will tread it with suitable steps, suitable affection, suitable intelligence, he will be prepared. 

    First of all we get the centurion himself, Cornelius, and how remarkable is divine wisdom that it should select one, a military officer! A military man is brought forth to show forth this supreme act of God, but such is the divine thought; Gods thoughts, beloved, are not ours, as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are His thoughts higher than ours. But He knows His man, for from eternity are all His works as all those with whom He works. Gods work is all of one great piece, beloved, with one great end in view, the satisfaction of His own heart. He knows His man, and makes no mistake; so He takes up a military officer, the centurion of Caesarea, and prepares him so that the work should proceed, that it should proceed with the divine stamp on it. 

    So the chapter runs on from one event to another; an angel comes down to the Roman officer as he prayed, for it says he was known to pray and give alms; a soldier servant is employed; then there is the great apostle on the house-top; a sheet is let down from heaven thrice; then there are the messengers at the door. Peter was illumined by the sheet and by the voice, and he journeys to Caesarea in company with six brethren and the messengers-what a company! What delight to heaven was every move and every step in that shining way, until Caesarea and the house of the officer, the centurion, are reached. Then Peter and the centurion enter together, conversing on equal terms; Peter has ceased to be the Jew in any sense; he is now one man with another, both of them subjects of Gods work, brethren in that sense. Then inside, what a company is gathered! We may be assured that the dignity and the ceremony connected with an officer are not in evidence. It is a divine scene, a scene indicating divine operations, far transcending anything that ever happened in Caesars palace! Then Peter opened his mouth and preached; no-one could do better! God had pleasure in his speaking and He is not deprived of that pleasure. Let the speaking go on; let nothing interfere with the pleasure of God, that nothing else should take place. No! the preaching goes on, but something besides happened. What happened? While Peter was yet speaking ... the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were hearing the word. It was nothing less than the word of God. It was no doubt a remarkable address for the occasion; it was the word of God, and they were listening to the word and God knew the effect of the word on them; their ears were opened, they were hearing and the Holy Spirit fell on them. He did not wait; the matter was urgent; not that Cornelius and his company could not have waited, but it was urgent from the divine side. On another occasion there was not the same urgency; that was when Peter and John had to come down from Jerusalem to Samaria so that Philips converts might receive the Spirit. Urgency was not their need, therefore, but the divine need; just as the caress received by the prodigal was not a question of the prodigals need but of the Fathers heart, the Fathers need. It was urgent, so here it was urgent, not to meet the need of the hearers, but to meet the divine necessity that the Holy Spirit might fall upon them. 

    So the Holy Spirit fell on them; it is the same word as is used to describe the action of the father with the prodigal. It expresses profound interest and affection; that now they were coming into the mind of God for time and all eternity, for the completion of the assembly. Not that the assembly had not existed at the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, but it is the assembly in another setting. Pentecost is not the assembly exclusively as it appears later. In Revelation 20 and 21 we have the exterior, a greater glory surely, but as to the interior the city is the glory. That is not an external idea but an internal form. It is through Pauls ministry that the love of God is fully known. That is where John and Paul meet. It came out of the death of Christ, the ministry of the new covenant. It is through Him that he had come to understand that the love of God is brought in here, and it becomes a known thing in our hearts, that is the ministry of the new covenant. That is what is internal and that is the secret of the city having the glory of God. As the assembly has been developed in Pauls ministry, the Lords supper being a simple thought in it, these affections are being developed and divine urgency is required; nothing can interfere with or impede these developments. So the gentiles coming thus into view on that occasion brought out this urgency on the part of God; so that the Holy Spirit, we are told, fell on all those who heard the word. It was a divine action. It was not merely a mediatorial thing-the Holy Spirit is God. It was Gods action: it was not less than that. It is a marvellous thought, dear brethren, God Himself acted in this way, this energetic way so that He might have His heart fully satisfied, and that with the assembly. That is the beginning, the basis, of all that follows in the wonderful ministry of Paul. 

    Well now, I want to show how the Old Testament confirms this. Haggai bears on our own time and illustrates the great value of the Old Testament. This little book serves in a very striking way to illustrate the value of the Old Testament to us. So we have here the idea that is so prevalent today: that saying, The time is not come, the time that Jehovahs house should be built. Think of that! The time had come in the days of Moses, how many years back I am not prepared to say-hundreds and hundreds of years before. The time had come. Had God altered His mind? No, beloved, He had not altered His mind. In those days of small things in regard of His house, He was as in earnest as when He spoke to Moses on the mount after Israel had come out of Egypt. So He is as urgent in regard of the assembly today as He was at Pentecost. Be the day small, as Zechariah tells us, a day of small things, be it so, that does not interfere with divine urgency as to the assembly. 

    The time is not come they say. How bold! How deceptive too! How darkening! The time is long and the house of Jehovah is not built. The Lord resents our tardiness and the darkening influence of our words. We may think our words are of little account, but they are either darkening or enlightening. We have to watch our words and the motive behind them. How much criticism is there of what God is doing? You may be criticising those who serve; the work and who is doing it. He resents it; He says, Consider your ways. You do not speak thus of your ceiled houses, but Gods house lays desolate, 

    and you say, The time is not come! Consider your ways. 

    Well now, it is not criticising but I touch on one thing that we may say. It is what they say; they were not doing anything, but they were justifying their indifference to the house of God in their words and the Lord resents it. 

    But it is very delightful to see how the scene changed. In the course of five or six weeks this message by Jehovahs messenger brought about a great change, and the people began to work and to work with a will. When God rouses us, dear brethren, the time has come. The time is continuing and God is calling for energy. It is urgent from His side. So He urges them to go up to the mount in this chapter; that means exercise; that means strenuousness; that means putting aside carelessness and criticism of the people of God. They went to work and the verses beautifully present it that we might be in the work, that there might be an incentive to be in it. The house is going to be filled with the glory of God, filled with it! What glory? Not the glory of this world but Jehovahs glory! It reminds us of what He had covenanted with us from the outset: the disposition of His heart towards us; that remains. That is what He says in these verses: the disposition of His heart, the kisses of the prodigal, that energetic action of the Spirit at Caesarea all involve the love of God; that remains, there is no change. He who is, and who was, and who is to come. 

    My covenant, He says, remains with you. One of the striking features of the ministry for many years back, forty years or so especially, is that the Holy Spirit has insisted on the disposition of God towards us in Christ: The love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. It is in Him and He brings it into our hearts, for He is the great Administrator of it. The Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. How precious is the thought that remains with us? Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty and then We all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed .... We are reminded in these verses of what remains, and remains with you. The word ... and my Spirit, remain among you. Think of the patience of God in leaving the Holy Spirit among us! Among you, He says. That blessed Comforter the Lord sent down abides with you and shall be in you. He remains among us and is the guarantee for the glory. It will fill the house of God. It is not now filling the people but filling the house with glory, marvellous word! 

    Some of us may say, How is it that the former days were better than these?. We do not speak intelligently, if we say that. It is not that we make little of the former times, for Pentecost means much in volume and filling power too. But then let us not say, The former days were better than these, because it means we are not enjoying the Lord Jesus now; we are not enjoying Him who is. If the former days were better than these there is something the matter. He who is is here; God is here by the Spirit, and indeed, that is one of the great features of the gentile position. Ye also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit. The habitation of God! God Himself is the glory, what can be greater than that? Is it not urgent? It is! It is most urgent. That is the great testimony, the presence of God here in the Spirit. 

    So He goes on; He challenges those who saw the house and He says, The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former. There are not two houses. In that day the house began with Moses; indeed I might say with Jacob, but properly with Moses; it is the same house. The latter glory of it will be greater. Now the conditions of the house should correspond with divine urgency! What about our ceiled houses? Can they hold the great divine thought, a love to be filled with glory? The glory of the latter is to exceed the glory of the former. 

    Well, that is all I had to say; I am sure the dear brethren will recognise that it is something; although known before to some extent, perhaps not in the same way, as indicative of divine urgency for conditions for the satisfaction of Gods heart. 

  
    READINGS ON HAGGAI (1) (SUMMARY) (JT 100)

    Haggai 1: 1 - 15

    It is to be noted that in the minor prophets generally those in public authority are not the people of God. Here Darius, one of the Medes, is in authority, but not hostile. It corresponds in a certain sense with our own times. We are at liberty to pray for those in authority, yet having inwardly the sense that God is with us. 

    Despite these facts there were certain conditions that the enemy could use, and was using, conditions of ease, and the neglect of the things of God (verse 2). There was neglect of the rights of God in His house, what belongs to Him, as the assembly is His. It is Gods assembly, and the Holy Spirit is here in it, but He can be hindered by conditions. We shall see as we proceed how God was ready to come in there, and is ready to do so now. Indeed, not only will God come in, but He has come in. We have proved it week after week for years, but we want more, more spiritual power. 

    This house is what we are as of the assembly. But think what God is losing by want of real interest in the things of God! 

    The prophetic service is seen nowhere in the Old Testament more distinctly than in Haggai. The prophets were always there and available. The same kind of ministry enters into the whole of the minor prophets, ministry for the last days. 

    The governor and the high priest are those that are in authority spiritually, not public authorities but those that are in our care meetings. But here they are not functioning as they should. Then the remnant of the people is also spoken of; that includes the sisters as well as the brothers. The word remnant has a peculiar place in the ministry of the minor prophets, as also the phrase Jehovah of hosts, which shows that God has plenty even if they are not now available. 

    Question as to the signet (chapter 2: 23). In view of the peculiar place that this man, Zerubbabel, has the reference is undoubtedly to Christ. The signet suggests that Gods stamp is to be on everything. 

    Chapter 1 of this book indicates what was at fault, and chapter 2 gives the great result. Haggai and Zechariah were serving together; Two are better than one. The Lord sent the disciples out two by two at one time. As a result of the prophets labours in quick time there was a remedy, and the work began to be done. It was not attempted to be done, it began to be done. 

    What influence the sisters would have in such a matter! We must not leave the sisters out in these meetings. The Lord has given us help on that. The sisters must be there, and in full force-spiritually. Hannah corresponds with this, in the service of prayer. Although her composition is called a prayer, it was really an ascription of praise to God. 

    Houses come in here much and sisters have much to do with houses, so that instead of wainscoted houses it is a matter of the house of God. 

    There is such a thing as standing by, persons not exactly acting, but standing by (Zechariah 3: 7). 

    Go up to the mountain, that means real exercise, and then Bring wood. In our case we must seek out persons that need help and get them right, so that there will be material for the house. Bring woodBring it! That would refer to persons who are converted and have the Spirit, these are the only ones who can be of any use to us. 

    Haggai is the Lords messenger with the Lords message. John 20 tells us that the disciples went to their own homes, but Mary remained behind and she got something. This prophet is a messenger and Mary became a messenger to the brethren. She had a message too, a very beautiful thought, and she delivered the message. What the sisterhood is in this sense! What can be done by them! It is a remarkable matter to look into. 

    Phoebe was then cited, and J.T. said that she must have gone to Rome on business, and the saints were to assist her in that regard. He then told the brethren that a large amount of money had been given by a sister who is now with the Lord, to be used to reprint about twenty volumes of the Collected Writings, so that they may be available to the brethren, adding, and they are to be read, not to leave on our shelves. He further remarked, The sister is with the Lord, but the money is with the brethren. 

    Remark as to the scarcity of time for reading. The scarcest thing I know of is time. There is so much to be done, we must addict ourselves to what is profitable. 

    Verse 8 of our chapter is most stimulating. I will take pleasure ... I will be glorified. Then the prophet rebukes the people (verse 9). There is no prosperity under certain conditions. We want to see that these conditions are removed. Then they hearkened (verse 12). This is the positive side. Note that they hearkened to the prophet as well as to Jehovah. 

    Remarks were then made as to attendance at the meetings, and J.T. said, I was calling attention to past ministry, in itself valuable, but we also want what is fresh. There is a peculiar blessing in standing in the house of Jehovah: who by night stand in the house of Jehovah. As to attendance at the meetings, the main end in all these things is what is for God; the main end of the Bible is that. 

    The spirits of the brethren are brought in in verse 14, and they are right. 

    The dates here are very striking, because there was very little time involved, but the results were remarkable. It is remarkable too how dates are given in the book of Acts, for example, Paul was at Corinth eighteen months and at Ephesus three years. 

    QuesCan we look for results like this in two or three days? 

    JTThat raises the whole question of time. We are now in the twentieth century. God is unwilling for any to perish and He is waiting for what is to come into the assembly. The era has been about twenty centuries and God is not changing His mind. Then the revival has come in. That was nearly one hundred and fifty years ago. We are to take account of that. 

    Question as to the three services: rule, priesthood and prophecy. 

    JTAnd then you must add to that the remnant. The remnant is scattered all over the world, and it is working, doing something for God. It is a very fine thought to consider what is among the brethren at this time. They are not specially gifted but they are doing. She hath done what she could. So the sisters are doing something, and we pray for them as well as for the gifted men. Every one does his bit. Normally the assembly is not lazy, it is active. 

    Question as to the remnant idea applying to us today. 

    JTI do not think the word remnant is suitable in the assembly; it is rather those who form the assembly. It is not a proper word now, it belongs properly to Israel. We have nothing less than the assembly in mind now, I mean the thought of it; we clothe ourselves with the thought of it. 

    The Lord says to Philadelphia, I also will keep thee. It is not a remnant, it is the whole idea. 
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    HAGGAI 2 (NOTES OF A READING) (CAC 30)

    Haggai 2: 1 - 23

    CACWho is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? and how do ye see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? (verse 3). This was a subtle discouragement because it minimised the work of God by recalling the former glory of the house. If we look at things with the natural eye we get away from God. Three weeks after recommencing they had been discouraged from within. There is the danger not to see what God is reviving. We bring all that is collected formerly into the present. It is the same house. God has in no wise departed from His original thought and in no wise diminished it. If two stones are there they can be placed together in the glory of Gods house. Gods thoughts are no less than in Solomons time. 

    What are we recovered to? It is to the glory of the house. It is a glorious house, and Gods thought is increased glory. This we need to have before us in all our prayers, meetings, etc. We want to bring more glory into the house. The widow woman cast all into the treasury of the house and Christ added to that widows heart all the glory of the original house, though it was in the hands of evil men. 

    God had not departed from His covenant which He made when they came out of Egypt. Ye shall be to me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. My word remains among you, God tells them, and the word concerning the house remains among us  every word remains. It is still in the heart of God and in the word. The word ..., and my Spirit, remain among you: fear ye not. God says, I have not gone away from it, in company with the Spirit. 

    RemSo the shaking takes place to bring Gods thought of the house to completion. 

    CACYes, God is shaking everything to get material for the house. He shakes the nations to get everything that is precious amongst them for material for the house. That is how they are thinking about it in heaven, I am quite certain. God is working so that Christ may become the signet in His hand for impression upon all. I do not think it will stop for a minute till Christ comes, so that the impress of God may be upon everything. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith Jehovah of hosts. He claims everything that is of value in this world for Himself. I will not leave a bit of it out, I want all of it for My house. The preciousness is all with the saints. The desire of all nations, of course, is Christ. We want to get into the secret of Gods mind. The work of God makes Christ precious in hearts, so that He has become the Object of desire. Well, every bit of that is wanted for His house. We ought to understand these things. It was for the remnant. Either we are going on with glory, or with uncleanness, every one of us  there is nothing between the two. I am with you, saith Jehovah of hosts. It is the only power. If God is not with us, we have none. 

    RemWhat place has peace (verse 9)? 

    CACIt looks on to the full millennial result, but in principle these conditions will be sure to bring in peace. Then He loves to be with His people immediately they turn their attention towards what is before Him. That is what we want above everything else  God dwelling with us. That is why God took them out of Egypt  the world. 

    RemIt clearly suggests these are our closing moments and if we lose this, we lose it altogether. 

    CACThe impress of glory should be on our prayers and everything. Gods thought is that we should move on from glory to glory. See how the glory has increased in the lifetime of some of us. Each one of us should contribute glory. So we should earnestly cultivate every apprehension of Christ that we get. 

    RemBut we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory. 

    CACYes, that is how the glory comes into the house. So we want to get away from all that is formal and stereotyped in the house of God. We should all make room and time for individual exercise in the knowledge of Christ, and then it comes into the house. 

    RemIn Romans 8, as having the spirit we are glorified. 

    CACAll this comes into our range (Haggai 2) showing how the word of God is living. It is more for us than for them. It was written for us and not for them. Silver and gold are what the saints are as redeemed and as in new creation  all claimed for the house. Gods chief interest is in the valuables in the world, and He has given us light to see what He is after. 

    Then the next prophetic word is a warning that we may take on features of uncleanness in contrast to glory. There is nothing but that outside the realm of glory. The Christian profession is unclean in the sight of God. There never was more boastfulness there in a certain way, but then where are the precious things, the oil, wine, pomegranate, etc? Buy, the things are to be had if you want them. 

    RemBuy the truth and sell it not. 

    CACThese two sections are most important to us here in T.  there is the ever-increasing glory, and if we deviate from that we shall fall into uncleanness. It is easier for defilement to be transmitted than holiness, which is a serious consideration. We should maintain strict separation from the uncleanness in Christendom. Touch not what is unclean, Paul says (2 Corinthians 6: 17). 

    The final word is really addressed to Christ. Here it comes twice in one day. There is a fresh start  From this day will I bless you, showing that God takes account of the very day when there is a movement towards Him and His house. As long as our concerns are before us, we are under a curse  but then, From this day will I bless you (verse 19). 

    RemHe sets Himself to bless at once. 

    CACThere had been several fresh moves and they subsided. This is about the fourth move, but He takes account of it and says, From this day will I bless you. No assembly can be beyond the state of the individuals in it. 

    There will be fruitfulness in the blessing instead of no joy in the heart. How many saints in T. know what that is? If we are not supremely happy we ought to ask the reason, search out the reason why perhaps there are not fifty but twenty measures, and consider the perfect fairness of Gods ways with us. The sooner we get at the reason the better. Consider is really, Set your heart on it. The closing prophetic word shows Gods great thought of putting the impress of Christ on everything, for Zerubbabel is evidently a type of Christ. Gods thought is that every human being should carry the impress of Christ. Tribulation days will be tremendous shaking, our days are only a shadow of it. Personal discipline in shaking is to make room for Christ. God would not take away anything from us without giving something better. How could any man regret losing everything, if he had more of Christ instead? Paul gave up voluntarily, so did not want discipline on that line. 

    RemAnd his name is on their foreheads (Revelation 22: 4). 

  
    CONSTRUCTION (JT 9)

    Haggai 2:5; Zechariah 1:20 - 21; Zechariah 4:6 - 10

    There is one word that is specially on my mind, and that is construction; not reconstruction, but construction, in the sense of building up here what is of God and for God. I have read these scriptures not only because of what they say as to this, but also because, incidentally, what is said appears in the writings of prophets who were themselves constructors, men who not only conveyed the mind of God to the people, thus arousing their consciences, but who also laboured with their hands in the work of the building of the house of God. I have for this latter reason the more encouragement to read from these prophets, and I would further remark, dear brethren, that it is of special importance that we should take account of the prophets, because I apprehend that they represent in their testimony, among other things, the patience of God; He rose up early, as it is said, to send them, thus evidencing His longsuffering. 

    Now, lest it should be assumed that the Old Testament has no direct reference to us, it is well to bear in mind the statements of the New Testament, especially the one made by Peter, to whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things, which have now been announced to you by those who have declared to you the glad tidings by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, 1 Peter 1:12. The things that the prophets ministered were not ministered to themselves, nor even specially to their own generation, although each of them served, as is said of David, his own generation by the will of God, but it is formally stated that the things they ministered, they ministered not to themselves, but unto us, for they spake of the things that are now 

    announced ... by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, 1 Peter 1:12. That scripture helps greatly in the understanding and bearing of the prophetic writings, so that the Christian can take account of them as his own heritage among the others, being, as it is said, divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work, 2 Timothy 3:16 - 17. Thus beyond a doubt the Old Testament is established as having direct authority over the conscience and over the heart of the Christian. 

    In referring to Haggai and to Zechariah, one is encouraged in that way as seeing the bearing of these scriptures directly towards ourselves; supporting, I need not add, and confirming that which we find in the New Testament. The epistles directly addressed to Christians are amplified I believe in these Old Testament prophets. In turning to Haggai, a prophet evidently used of God to stir up the consciences of the people, in order that they might resume the work they had allowed to lapse, one is greatly interested in this remark, The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you The word remained, and also the Spirit remained. It is quite simple to make application of this to ourselves now, and I dwell upon it in order to make room for what I have to say in regard of construction. 

    God remains towards us what He was at the beginning; there is no change. Let us be assured of that. The apostles have gone, and leaders who have spoken unto us the word of God have gone, but there is no change in regard of the terms on which God is with us. The word which He covenanted with the people when He took them out of Egypt remained among them, and so also, alongside of that, He says, my Spirit remaineth. What wonderful assets! 

    what incentives to activity according to God! what potential resources! firstly, in that which God was to them, and secondly, in the power of the Spirit of God who remained with them. 

    Many of us will be aware that there were two covenants made with Israel after they came out of the land of Egypt. The first was made at Sinai, or Horeb, and I may remark here that there is a distinction to be made in regard of the two mounts. The second covenant was made in the plains of Moab, forty years later, as you will find in Deuteronomy 29:1. I do not know which is referred to here, but I suppose the reference is general; it is not the demand of the law that is in view here, although I am not ignoring the fact that everything must be fulfilled, but, beloved friends, it is what lay behind the thought of the covenant, namely, Gods love. Compare Deuteronomy 33:3. This is included in what I do not doubt is alluded to here, that is, that what God was to them when He took them out of Egypt centuries before remained, and the power amongst them which corresponded with the Spirit remained also. Now, as I have said, the application of that to us is very obvious and I wish to bring it before you so that we may be assured as to the conditions under which we find ourselves, that there is no change as to the blessed Holy Spirit, who remains in each of us as believers, and in the assembly collectively. 

    I have no doubt that the first covenant made with Israel had reference, typically, to the lordship of Christ  His authority; it was a question mainly of meeting the conditions which arose on account of the state of the people; and for us the lordship of Christ involves our wills being subdued and the love of God being brought into our hearts. Christ has witnessed to the love of God in His death on the cross, and in going into heaven He received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, and shed this forth in order that that love should be placed in the hearts of believers. This is a question of the administration of Christ. He has brought the love of God into evidence by His death and He has placed it in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

    The second covenant spoken of in Deuteronomy, I believe, involves headship. Let us, dear brethren, take account of headship. The lordship of Christ involves, as I have said, that my will is broken, that my heart is filled with the love of God and that I am protected from all enemies; in a word that I am saved. One can lift up ones head, as it were, in the presence of enemies in the sense of the power that is in the hand of Christ. But further, this world is a labyrinth of evil, more so now than ever, and how are we to wend our way through it? How are we to find our place in relation to what God has set up in Christ? That is another side of the truth, and we need that side. If we are to move intelligently according to God, in relation to Him and to Christ, and to one another, we need to apprehend headship. 

    Now, I would point out that in Deuteronomy it is not, speaking generally, what Moses was commanded to say, though that is spoken of, but it is in the main what Moses himself said to the people, for he had affection for them. God loved the people and Moses loved them too. The covenant spoken of was consummated on the plains of Moab forty years or so after the first one, and after being written in a book it was placed in the ark of the covenant alongside the tables See Deuteronomy 31:24 - 26. We need, at this present time, to take account of what Christ can be to us in the way of counsel and guidance. It is a remarkable thing that in His address to Laodicea in Revelation 3, He offers counsel. He says, I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire (Revelation 3:18) and so the Lord is prepared to accord counsel to us, and this involves His headship. Isaiah calls Him, Wonderful, Counsellor. 

    The book of Deuteronomy in that way instructs the people, not how to walk in the wilderness, but how they should comport themselves in the land of Canaan, a most important part of their education; and we have to be taught how we are to comport ourselves in regard of the new place into which we are brought, which involves our relationship with the Father and the Son and with the brethren. All this is bound up in the great principle of headship. It is quite obvious that the people did not pass over into Canaan from Sinai, although it is said there were only eleven days journey from there to Kadesh-Barnea, but they went by the way of mount Seir, which I have no doubt has reference typically to the brethren. The actual way, on account of the crookedness of the people, as we all know, was much longer and took a period of well-nigh forty years; but now all that is over, and the second covenant is made with the people, not as having to go through the wilderness but as having gone through it, and as having come to the confines of Canaan and about to pass over into it. I commend that covenant to you, for it is wonderful in the spirit of it. It is in this book that you have that remarkable expression, All his saints are in thy hand, And they sit down at thy feet; Each receiveth of thy words, and also Moses commanded us a law, The inheritance of the congregation of Jacob, Deuteronomy 33:3. No other people in all the world had direct communications from God save themselves. 

    Well now, all that remained with them, and the Holy Spirit as well, so that, as I said, potentially they had everything, and so have we; and when I say potentially, I mean the thing has to be developed in us; the Holy Spirit would lay it upon us to work out what we have. We have everything in that sense. We have the covenant, so to speak, that is to say, all that God is to us in Christ, and we have the Holy Spirit. 

    Having thus laid the basis of what I have to say, I go on to the passage in Zechariah. The ministries of Haggai and Zechariah were contemporary. The former aroused the conscience, thus setting the people in movement; the latter brought in the purpose of God in Christ, and hence the great principle of construction which appears throughout the book. I would call attention to the second chapter of this prophet in connection with the latter thought, and also to the word carpenters. You will observe that this is how God meets the horns of the Gentiles; the great Gentile powers that scattered Judah are met, not by warriors, but by carpenters. Nothing in a way could be more interesting to us than building. God Himself is, in a sense, the great Architect of every superstructure. It is said in Hebrews 3:4, But he who has built all things [is] God, and again, Of which [referring to the city which has foundations] God is [the] artificer and constructor, Hebrews 11:10. I think we are entitled to distinguish in regard of what He builds, and one is quite justified in saying that the first building of God was Eve. I mean it is in relation to her that we have the first direct statement in Scripture of His actually building. 

    I quite recognise, as I remarked, that God builds all things, and that in laying the foundation of the earth He necessarily had in view the thought of a building, but it is remarkable that in connection with the creation of the worlds it is the word framed that is used. By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God (Hebrews 11:3) and he spoke and it was [done], he commanded, and it stood fast, Psalm 33:9. Things were done in that way, but when you come to the woman, how different! It is the rib of Adam in the hands of God. What will He make out of it? What has God made out of the fruit of the death of Christ? What is He making? The assembly, she is His own direct handiwork, made with infinite skill. So we read that, made he a woman (Genesis 2:22) and next to the man, the woman was the most marvellous creature in the whole universe of God. The man was formed out of the dust, but the woman was builded. I just refer to that, and it is noteworthy, that from that point onwards you find the principle of construction with nearly all the men of faith. I ask myself, is my service, is my course constructive or is it destructive? Destruction is a comparatively easy matter, but construction requires skill, it requires material, it requires energy, it requires too, beloved friends, that we go by the pattern; for really one may say, administratively, there is only one architect of the assembly. I apprehend that Paul got the pattern from Christ. He says, According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect (a wise one, divinely wise) I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it (1 Corinthians 3:10) firstly how he builds upon it, and then secondly what he builds upon it. In other words, I have to consider, to use terms familiar to us, the specifications both in regard of dimensions and form, and I have to consider the material. 

    It is somewhat striking that this architectural suggestion should appear in the letter to the saints at Corinth, a city that had been renowned for its outward architecture, and I have no doubt that the thought of the Spirit was to check every tendency to imitate the world. So I would now bring to your attention, for I presume that every Christian has in some sense the thought of building in his heart; if not, he should have; I bring to your attention the consideration as to whether in your work you have the pattern. The apostle Paul in his ministry at Corinth had been told by the Lord that he had much people in that city. One thanks God for every Christian. I do not know any sight more lovely than the countenances of the people of God, those who have the Spirit of God. Balaams utterances confirm this. He said, How goodly are thy tents, Jacob ... . Like aloe-trees, which Jehovah hath planted, Numbers 24:5 - 6. The Lord loves to see the countenances of His people and so the thought of many brethren is suggestive and encouraging, for one thinks of the vast number that will surround the Lord Jesus, each of whom will be like Him, conformed to His image. What a sight in the glory; an innumerable company of sons, who, as the fruit of the work of the Spirit of God, are conformed to the image of Gods Son. What a sight for God and for Christ! 

    One delights in the number, as the Lord said to Paul, I have much people in this city (Acts 18:10) but then, amid that much people, the apostle begins to clear the ground for the building. Building is for God, and so Paul says, I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified, 1 Corinthians 2:2. Away with all else, whatever it is, whether wealth, learning, or birth, as affording prominence in the things of God; the ground has to be cleared and the true foundation laid if things are to stand; so he says, other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:11. The foundation he had laid was Jesus Christ, and no one can lay another. He had laid it in view of the great divine structure, and it stands. Now he says, let each see how he builds upon it, 1 Corinthians 3:10. I take that word to myself, I am to take heed how I build, and what I build. I have to know how, and I have to know what; that is, what material. So it is to be noted in Zechariah, that instead of armed warriors being used to meet these four horns of the Gentiles, God brings in four carpenters. And what have they come for? These are come to affright them, to cast out the horns of the nations, which lifted up the horn against the land of Judah to scatter it. 

    I apprehend that Pauls ministry and Pauls building sent terror into the leaders of the world; what could they do against these? If you follow the course of the testimony in Acts, it is astonishing to see how in principle everything came down before it; as another has said, Judaism fell before it, heathenism was overthrown, and philosophy had to give way. I do not say that Caesar gave up his throne, but in principle Paul brought down every high thing, and in place of that he set up what was for God, namely, an invulnerable structure which stands, and will stand, when all else will have passed away, and all human workmanship shall have passed away when this noble structure will appear, as the holy city, having the glory of God. 

    Well now, the prophet makes inquiry as to what the four horns which he saw are, and the angel says, Those are the horns which scattered Judah, so that no man lifted up his head. It meant absolute subjugation! The very opposite to salvation for one who is saved does lift up his head, he has the helmet of salvation, so that he is not afraid. Then the answer is as referring to the four carpenters these are come to affright them, to cast out the horns of the nations. And so, beloved brethren, I would commend to you the importance of the work of the carpenters. If we are to meet things as they are, we must pay attention to building. The world is going in now for reconstruction and one can understand that, but the house, the building of God, is not a reconstruction, it is a construction. What God began with, that He is going on with, there is no change, and He will complete it. It is in that way, 

    I believe, that the Lord would enable us to meet a condition of things that is unprecedented; the world is lapsing into a covenanted condition, and one may say one can understand the necessity for it in a way, for previous covenants have been disregarded, and treated as scraps of paper, but now the effort is to make them binding, to make them worth something. Are the people of God to be different? Has not God secured His covenant? Has He not brought in that with which we are connected in fellowship and by which we are bound together in indissoluble bonds? So that if the world comes to us with its covenants, it is to find that we are already committed; and what a protection this would be to us. I commend that to you; we need to be protected, and God helps in this by bringing to our attention the necessity of being true to all to which we have been committed. 

    But that is not all; we want to be builders, and that means that we must love. I must have love and you must have love. You say, you are putting us under bondage. No; because there is an infinite supply. I understand the perfect law of liberty to be that one can supply what is required, and the Christian loves to supply love, for he has it as having the Holy Spirit. All that God is to us remains, and the Holy Spirit is in us, and thus the supply is infinite. Let us then have vessels enough, let us enlarge our vessels, for the larger the vessels the greater the supply. A comparison of John 4 and John 7 shows that the supply in the Holy Spirit is unlimited; the first for deliverance and enjoyment, the second for testimony. 

    Now we come to the building, and, as I said, it must be according to the pattern. The apostle Paul began by disallowing every human pretension, and then he brought in what is positive, Jesus Christ, the order of Man that glorified God on earth. That is the Man who is the foundation, and that is the Man who is to be the Head of the corner, and all in the structure between the foundation and the Head of the corner must be altogether and only according to Him. It is said, The fire shall try the work of each, what it is, everything shall be tested. It is a strong expression  what it is. What is my work? The fire will test it. 

    I refer now to Zechariah 4, and my thought is to show you, that what is begun will be completed. The first covenant secured really nothing in the literality of it, so that this passage refers, as I have said, to a time in which things are completed, so that you will notice Zerubbabel sets up the headstone; the foundation is laid and the same man sets up the headstone; that is the completion. Now, to come short is to be shut out altogether according to Scripture. Of Sardis it is said, I have not found thy works complete before my God, Revelation 3:2. They had begun, but had not finished, and one would inquire, as the Lord did, For which of you, desirous of building a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, if he have what [is needed] to complete it, Luke 14:28. That is a word for every one of us, as to what we have set out to do. You need not be afraid of it, for it is a poor Christian who does not set out to do something, very poor; he has no purpose. Paul says, Thou hast been thoroughly acquainted with my ... purpose, 2 Timothy 3:10. What a purpose he had! He set out to accomplish something in the power of the Spirit of God, not in his own strength, for the flesh profits nothing (John 6:63) even in Paul. In Christianity we have sufficiency wherewith to finish. Christianity is full measure, as Paul says, According to the measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to reach to you also, 2 Corinthians 10:13. That is the testimony in the power of it in my soul; it has reached unto me in that sense. Every Christian ought to be able to tell the power of Christianity, that it has reached unto his soul; the Holy Spirit has brought the love of God into your heart, and He has brought you to love God. The law did not do that. Christianity does that. It is full measure. Think of the Holy Spirit down here. 

    As far as I know, whatever springs up in the assembly in the way of error in some way or another disparages the Spirit of God. It is one thing that heaven will not admit of. Think of what the Spirit of God is! First the power in the Christian, as a well, a fountain springing up into everlasting life; is that not full measure? He springs up into everlasting life; and so in regard of testimony, it flows out, not merely as a river, but as rivers. What kind of water? Living water; the full measure from God. That is a very remarkable word in 2 Corinthians 10:13, the God of measure. But when it comes to the Spirit, God gives not the Spirit by measure (John 3:34) for the Holy Spirit is here personally; He is a divine Person. Is He not great enough to bring about the will of God; to accomplish every desire of His heart? He is. So if the foundation is laid, the headstone will be put on. Let us have no doubt about it. 

    In this day of small things these are the facts to emphasise for our encouragement. And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; and his hands shall finish it; and thou shalt know that Jehovah of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small things? I commend that to you. The hand that laid the foundation also put on the top stone. The foundation is out of sight, it is what is wrought secretly in our hearts; in connection with it we come in self-judgment to disallow ourselves for Christ. That is the principle of the foundation and I build on that. And I would ask what is the headstone? It is Christ in the affections of His people. That is what I apprehend the headstone to be. It is Christ in all His perfection apprehended and loved and cherished in the hearts of the saints, and becoming the binding power amongst them. Let us have no other bond but that. It will stand against all the assaults of the enemy, and besides it is ornamental in the sense of grace displayed, for there is nothing really to exceed its beauty, that that Man should be held in the affections of Gods people, as an abiding influence and power there. 

    Thus the foundation and the headstone are in perfect agreement. I have often thought of Simeon in the temple with the Babe in his arms; a beautiful sight! When you come to Ephesians it is not the Babe in the arms of the saint, but as having arrived at a full-grown man, it is Christ in His full perfections known and loved and treasured in the hearts of the saints; that is what I apprehend the headstone to be, and so I commend to you the divine thought of construction. 

    The line is this, first we are bound together in indissoluble bonds, having been committed to this in fellowship; then by the power of the Spirit working in our hearts there will be love amongst ourselves, love one for another; and finally, Christ will have His place in our hearts according to all that He is, as the binding power, the Headstone of the corner. May God grant it to be so! 

  
    THE SPIRIT IN RELATION TO THE REMNANT (JT 36)

    Haggai 2: 5; Zechariah 4: 1 - 14; John 14: 26

    I wish to speak, dear brethren, of the Spirit, the Spirit of God, in relation to the remnant of Gods people. John, in his gospel, says more about the Spirit than any of the other evangelists, and whilst literally his gospel was circulated and read in early days, as the other gospels were, the fact that it came in latest of all, and the fact that it was written by one whom the Lord spoke of mysteriously (connecting him with His coming, spoken of in the last chapter of the gospel) suggests that it has a latter-day application. The great prominence given to the Spirit in it is therefore significant and interesting to us, who are in the last days. There can be no doubt about that. The last days, we are told, are perilous, perilous times shall be there. In 2 Timothy 3 the apostle gives us the marks of the last days, so that by these marks we can readily tell, if we are at all spiritual, that we are in the last days, and understand their perilous character  difficult times. Their perilous and difficult character renders necessary for us every bit of help that God may supply now, or may have supplied by forethought in the inspired record. The prominence given to the Spirit in John is therefore significant and encouraging. He is viewed in that gospel as One whose relations and work with any individual christian make him independent of the world, for He is seen in chapter 4 as a fountain of water springing up in the believer into eternal life. That is deliverance. However bad the world may be in a general way, or in any of our particular settings, there is this outlet, the power of the Spirit supporting us and lifting us consciously from the world into another realm, not exactly into heaven, but into eternal life; this has to be considered especially in its relation to the saints, to certain of the saints, for it is our privilege to enjoy eternal life in so many ways, as for instance here today. The thought is that a new order of life which renders us independent of the world is enjoyed by the Spirit. And then in chapter 14 He is seen as a personal Comforter, another Comforter as the Lord says. That is the Spirit here in relation to the saints collectively. 

    In all the epistles that may be called remnant epistles, the Spirit has a peculiar place, and I would stress that He ought ever to be before us in regard to the things the Lord gives us, the ministry from time to time. In 2 Timothy the apostle says to Timothy, Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted (2 Timothy 1: 14). In that way we are enjoined to keep things not in a mental way, or in notebooks, but by the Spirit. They are thus kept in a holy way. I apprehend that is what is implied in the pound of ointment with which Mary anointed the Lord (John 12: 3). There is no alabaster box; the pure nard is kept from impurity by some other way or means. It is kept, too. She kept it. She was one who loved our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption. Then in Revelation, which is a remnant book pre-eminently, the Spirit has a great place. He is mentioned as speaking to each assembly, and everyone who has an ear is enjoined to hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies, not exactly to him, though that is included of course, but to the assemblies. Now that speaking has peculiarly a remnant bearing, dear brethren. Seven times over in Revelation 2 and 3 we have that mentioned, and it comes powerfully to every exercised soul, at all times. From the days of Ephesus to the days of Laodicea that word is intended to affect powerfully everyone who has an ear to hear. The Spirit is speaking and I am obligated to hear. There is no suggestion in these chapters that any excuse is admissible. A direct unqualified obligation to hear is put on everyone who has an ear. 

    Now Haggai, in the Old Testament, corresponds. It is peculiarly a remnant book. We have already today considered a remnant writer, one who wrote looking backward, the writer of the books of the Chronicles; a man, whoever he was, of profound exercise and thoughtfulness, and accuracy too, not only verbal accuracy but spiritual accuracy, which is a greater thing. Things are just where they should be in the writing. And Haggai comes in there and so does Zechariah. They are co-workers. They are men that not only ministered the word of God but could do anything that came to their hands to do  a very important matter in a day of small things. They were prophets of God, we are told, but in the actual building of the house prophets of God helped the builders, whatever the actual work was, whether they carried water or wood (they might be hewers of wood or drawers of water), they helped. Whilst prophesying and conveying the mind of God to His people they did other things. And so they have a peculiar moral claim upon us to be heard as practical men. Practical men are in great demand today, men that can minister the word of God as taught of God and gifted of God, and who can also do what their hand finds to do that may be profitable to the saints in any way. And so the Lord took up Haggai. There is no other prophet just like him; in fact each prophet has a distinction all his own. But anyone who reads Haggai can see that he feels it. The prophecy is full of what is special in the way of dates and practical thoughts that fitted that particular time. He is a gracious man too, for he is ready to make much of the result of the word on the saints, and gives you the very day on which the thing took effect and the number of days that elapsed from the time it was heard until it took effect. He was a very interesting man in that way, and an encouraging minister and prophet. And so this verse comes in among other things of great import. The word, says Jehovah through him, that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you Haggai 2: 5. That is, the covenant in all its fulness remained in all its blessedness. The expression here word suggests that it is an intelligible thought. God would stress that amongst us, that what he presents is intelligible. If I do not understand, the fault is not in the presentation of it, it is intelligible. It is comforting that the new covenant has force today and that the saints are able to take it up and speak of it with a measure of feeling, for the thing that it speaks of is known to us, not only the word, but the thing itself, that is, Gods love, that is really what it speaks of, Gods love in our hearts. Where should we be without the love of God? Love, we are told, never fails, but when you make that the love of God, think of what that means! It never fails. So the covenant remains and it stands by us. The result of it is that we become lovers of God, and so one of the marks of the last days is that people in general become lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, whereas those that know the new covenant become lovers of God. 

    Well, that is what Haggai announces here, and it is to be received by us. I believe the Lord would lay it upon us that the word covenant, whatever the bearing of it on us, it is the thing covenanted at the beginning; that what God committed Himself to at the beginning stands. And the Spirit too, the Spirit that He gave, remains; as it says, The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you Haggai 2: 5. How practical it would be if each of us were to inquire now: How does this apply? My Spirit remains among you. Have we not proved it here today? One can speak for oneself, that the Spirit remains now. That word remain signifies that there is great patience exercised. In spite of conditions He stays here. Think of the public history of christendom  how much the blessed Spirit of God is despised and driven out and has been disregarded, and is being disregarded at the present time. Yet in spite of all these conditions, He remains. It says that He remains among you. I want to show from Zechariah how the fact becomes known to us. The prophet says that the angel awoke him and that brings up the possibility of much sleepiness even amongst those of us who have been restored outwardly. There is much too, but the fourth chapter of this prophet contemplates the divine activity, that God in His gracious patience will not suffer this sleepiness and neglect and carelessness. He says, waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep Zechariah 4: 1. And what is all this for? If God awakens me, stirs me up, it is not merely that I should be awake, but that there should be something objectively seen, something before me that I should see, something which is current that I should become acquainted with. Much is current, beloved brethren, today, that perhaps many of us here are indifferent to, and know little or nothing about. If I am characteristically an assembly person, man or woman, I will hear things. The assembly is said to have had ears at the beginning and if I am characteristically an assembly person I will hear what is current from God. What happened in Antioch in those days, it says, came to the ears of the assembly at Jerusalem and they were not indifferent ears. They immediately moved in accord with what they heard. In moving about I may say, very simply, that one finds the saints very little conversant with what is current, with what God is doing. But if we are characteristically assembly persons, we should know what God is doing. The assembly characteristically has ears for every bit of information in regard of what God is doing and, as hearing it, we should become active, at least in our prayers. In no other way, perhaps, can we serve universally than in our prayers  prayers for all saints. Well, now Zechariah was awakened, it says, as a man out of sleep, and then the question is, What do you see? Do you see anything? It may be that what you see does not please you and yet it may be just what God is doing. If my eyesight is poor, I shall very likely have poor understanding of what God is doing, what is presented to me, and perhaps I may misconstrue what it is. Moses, the man of God who prayed, inquires for the work of God. Let thy work, he says, appear unto thy servants (Psalm 90: 16). That is a prayer worthy of note, that we should become cognisant of what God is doing universally and then support it sympathetically in whatever way we may. And then that our work, our own little bit, whatever it may be, may be confirmed and established by God, for if He does not establish it, it goes for nothing. Unless the Lord build a city, they labour in vain. Who can build unless God does it. 

    Now my point is to bring out how God graciously brings us to see that the Holy Spirit is actually here. He says He is here. He says, He remains but then this chapter is to awaken us to it and to show us what results from it. So that the prophet becomes interested. All ministry, I may say, dear brethren, is largely to so interest us that we might look into things. Those who live on ministry alone, do not get on much. It is the after-searching, the following up of things that promotes growth. The prophet inquired, he acknowledged his ignorance, and he spoke reverentially to the angel. He is respectful to the person who can help him, and the angel answers him: he says, This is the word of Jehovah unto Zerubbabel Zechariah 4: 6. That is, this word is for the man who is working, who is doing things. That is what it is for. That is, you are to know that there are men doing things, and that they are to be encouraged in what they are doing, not discouraged. Zechariah did not fail in it, as I have been saying; he helped himself, he helped to build as well as to prophesy, but the word was for Zerubbabel, and there were two persons in mind. God usually works with two persons. There are two persons in mind and the word is to bring the prophet into this, that he might encourage what is going on, not discourage it. Pulling down, you know, is the devils work. I mean pulling down what is of God, or discrediting it in any way, or criticising it. It can stand criticism. It is sure that nothing can stand it with such resistance, as that which is of God, but the prophet Zechariah is not to be a critic. He is to encourage. He is to understand that what is going on is by the Spirit. It is not a man-made affair at all. It is by the Spirit of God and that everybody is to know that Jehovah sent the prophet and that what was being done was not by might or by power, but by Gods Spirit. What a great matter that is! And how important that everyone should come into it and have part in it and promote it; if he cannot do anything with his hands, let him do it with his voice, or with his tongue in prayer, or with his purse. Whatever it may be that is needed, let him do that. The word is to Zerubbabel. Let Zerubbabel be encouraged and let it be understood that you can not overthrow Zerubbabel. You can not set aside Zerubbabel; if God puts a man forward or two men, or more, you cannot set them aside. They must be encouraged, and the man who lays the foundation will put on the top stone. You may be sure of that. That is what Zechariah is brought into. And then he says, Moreover there are seven eyes, and these are the eyes of Jehovah which run to and fro in the whole earth Zechariah 4: 10. They bring in all the providential things of God that bear on the support of His work, and they rejoice in His work. They shall rejoice  even those seven Zechariah 4: 10. Let no one despise the day of small things. These are great things. It is admitted that they are not what David or Solomon had but they are universal things nevertheless and the eyes of God are running everywhere through the earth. It is a universal matter, however small it might appear to be, and those universal instrumentalities of God rejoice in what is going on. Why should not I? Why should not I be like that old sister, Anna. She rejoiced; what God was doing was everything to her, and she spoke of it, or rather she spoke of Christ. The prophet is now thoroughly interested. That is what God would do in a meeting like this: enlist the sympathies of the saints in regard of the work of God so that they might get into it themselves. The prophet, asking further questions, finally says, What are these two olive-trees? Zechariah 4: 11. And he sees something else, and he asks another question before the other is answered. He says, What are the two olive-branches? Zechariah 4: 12. The more you look the more you will see, dear friends. It is because you do not look that you do not see. He asks questions before the answer can come. He sees something else. What does he see?  a branch. He has not used that word before. The branch brings the fruit nearer to me than the tree. And there are two of them, he says; there are two branches. What does that mean? Well, there is oil coming in there; there is some furnishing. Oil belongs to the ways and means of the service of God. The servants of God cannot proceed without it; if the supply is cut off the service according to God must finish. And what you get here is that there is a supply, there are pipes and the oil is running in through these pipes, and he says, Who are these? Well, the answer is, These are the two sons of oil Zechariah 4: 14. These are men that are developed in this thought of oil, that is, the Spirit. They are spiritual men. They are men. That is what is needed, beloved friends, and the prophet hears the word, that stand before the Lord of the whole earth Zechariah 4: 14. That is a great word for those who would serve. We stand usually before the few local brothers, it may be, with whom we are walking. Of course, we should be right with them, but see how great a thing it is to stand before the Lord of the whole earth! How great a thought that is! And the ministry is no less than that. If it is not that, it is nothing; one stands up in relation to the universal testimony and work of God. God has set certain in the assembly, it says. Each is a universal thought. That is what is in mind, men like that; in these remnant times, in these days of small things, there are men like that. It is not that they should be here  they exist. It says they are there. They stand before the Lord of the whole earth. Zechariah 4: 14. 

    Well, I hope you will follow that part, dear brethren, and I go on now to John 14; so as to show you the direct application of the Spirit to our own times. You will remember that earlier in this chapter, as I have been already saying, the Spirit is introduced as the Comforter. He is not called the Holy Spirit, as introduced, but He is called the Spirit of truth, the Comforter. The Spirit of truth is a most important word, and the saints see Him and know Him and He is with them, but the world cannot see Him or know Him. As soon as the Comforter is mentioned the saints are apart. They are regarded as different from the world in regard to the Comforter. It is a Person and a Power entirely outside the knowledge of the world, outside of the cognisance of the world. They cannot see or know Him, but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you John 14: 17. How beautiful that is! Ye see Him; He dwells in you; and He shall be in you for ever. Now all that we have in the verses that follow, up to verse 20 in that chapter, hangs on this fact, beloved brethren, that is to say, the continuance of the assembly here, and the privilege connected with it. The Lords coming to it depends upon the great fact of the presence of the Spirit. All assembly service in the early days  the days of the apostles  made room for the Spirit, as we had it today. He was the medium through which Christ came in, Christ was expected to come through the early christians, and He did come in in that way, but by the Spirit. But from verse 20 onwards we have the thought of a change in these circumstances and that change implies the remnant. The Lord says, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me ... and I will love him and will manifest myself to him John 14: 21. Then one says to the Lord, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? John 14: 22. Well, the Lord had already answered that question. Really, the world was different from them, the world could not see or know the Spirit; however trained the natural mind of man may be he is outside of the Spirit. The natural man cannot do anything about the Spirit. But the Lord answers Judas, not Iscariot, the other Judas. He says to him, If any one love me John 14: 23. Oh, what a challenge that is, dear brethren! If any one love me. Is it possible that anyone here does not love Christ? If any one love me, He says. Now, when the Lord comes down to one person like that as He did in verse 21 and now in verse 23, He means remnant times. If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him. John 14: 23. Now the Lord is dealing with remnant times, and you might say in the smallest way  one person. John has in mind to set up one person here. Well, you say, you do not know how bad our city is, what conditions exist. Well I direct you to that man that the Lord left in Decapolis. I ask you to consider what Decapolis means. They had seen a wonderful miracle in that country. It is a place of ten cities; the more the cities, the greater the iniquity, the greater the wickedness, the greater the scope for the devil. And the man says to the Lord, I want to go with you. And many of us would say he should go, why the place is awful! They have actually asked the Lord to leave the place, after having just performed a wonderful miracle, but the Lord says, No, you are not coming with me now. You are to stay here, bad as it is. And John would fortify that place, and tell him that the Father and Son would come to him and make their abode with him. What could overthrow him? Nothing. And this leads me to speak about small meetings. They have become a sort of problem in recent times, but increase of meetings is a divine thought. The more meetings, the more the Lords holdings. But the execution of this thought has brought about much weakness and occasion for criticism and complaint; I believe the Lord would meet this and tell us that all such criticism and complaint is really founded in unbelief. It is a question of unbelief. I am not speaking now of detail, of the working out of the thing. The Lord is able to make him stand, we are told, and the Lord is surely able to make them stand. He will support any movement in His Name with any little bit of affection for Him, and woe be to him who discredits it or would break it up! A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench (Isaiah 42: 3). Whatever there is, however little, support it. However little it may be, support it. The enemy is at work in discrediting the little things, the small things. We do not see it but it is true. The Lord can make them stand. It is a question of faith. The Comforter is here, the Spirit is here, and He stands by every little bit of affection for Christ and He stands by those who have affection for Christ. Let us support what is little and make the most of it. The Holy Spirit is here for that purpose and so the Lord shows here, after He has brought in this remnant, that one saint may love Jesus: If any one love me He says, John 14: 23. You have tabernacle conditions there, conditions into which God can come and make His abode. How great that is! Then He goes on to say there are those who love Him not. He that loves me not does not keep my words. John 14: 24. The christian world is full of them. They do not love Christ and consequently do not keep His words. So He says the Father is going to send you a Comforter, and we have Him here. He is the Holy Spirit. He says, the Comforter, the Holy Spirit. How much that is needed in a day of small things  the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, of course, but the Holy Spirit. That is, He will maintain holiness in this condition of things. 

    Now He says, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name John 14: 26. It is really a remnant setting  this 26th verse. The Spirit is come from the Father in the Name of the Son and what for? To maintain all that that Name stands for, as in Matthew 18: 20. The Lord says, For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst. But it is in the Spirit, it is by the Spirit He is here  not corporeally. He is here by the Spirit. So what a support there will be, but mark you, it is the Holy Spirit here, not simply the Spirit of truth. That is, the conditions must be holy conditions, they must be in accord with God. The Spirit must see to that; He will not suffer nominal gatherings of the saints. He will not support nominal gatherings of the saints, apart from holiness. He is a Holy Spirit. And then it says, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you John 14: 26. That is what encourages me to believe that this has to do with the remnant. It is what has been forgotten. How much has been forgotten! Christendom has, as a system, forgotten all that Christ has said and done, but the Spirit  how blessed it is!  would bring to our remembrance whatever Jesus said. That is the whole truth, and what an unfolding of it we have had, dear brethren, in these last one hundred years! And it is still going on, the unfoldings of the Spirit, to the few who are holy and love Jesus, of the whole truth. Whatever Jesus said He will bring to our remembrance. That is what these meetings are largely for, that the Holy Spirit might unfold things. It has been remarked upon the change of the word, the Spirit is unfolding, not revealing. It is a time of unfolding things here, things that had been forgotten, brought to light again, brought into evidence and made intelligible. I believe the book of Deuteronomy is on that principle. Moses began to unfold this law and it is the unfolding of the first covenant. Chapter 28 brings in another covenant which was made in the plains of Moab. So, 

    think of the wonderful service of the Spirit, the Comforter, in remnant conditions in bringing to remembrance whatever Jesus said. He teaches us too; it says, He shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance John 14: 26. It is a wonderful thing to have the power of teaching brought to bear upon us. He shall teach you all things. 

    Well, that is what I had to present to you, dear brethren, and I feel the importance the more I speak of it. The Lord will not permit us to bring down the flag, as it were, to bring down the banner. No matter how feeble, the Comforter is here to comfort and to bring in all that the Lord said and to furnish us and teach us so that we might be able, as it says, having done all things, to stand Ephesians 6: 13. 

  
    THE SPIRITS PRESENCE FUNDAMENTAL TO CHRISTIANITY (JT 36)

    2 Timothy 2: 19; Haggai 2: 5; Isaiah 59: 19; Isaiah 62: 6,7

    I hope to speak, with the Lords help, about what is fundamental in christianity, connecting my remarks with the presence of the Spirit who is spoken of in two of these scriptures. Then I should like to show briefly at the end how, as basic principles are recovered and put into use, they are preserved; for, if God has restored things in a functional way, it is obviously a great consideration that they should continue to function. That implies establishment which I hope to touch on in the last scripture read, God has no other thought than that there should be continuance, for which the means are furnished; these means include faithfulness in those who are enjoying the benefits of the recovery. All the scriptures, or the hortatory scriptures at least, have faithfulness in view as being essential in those who are enjoying the benefits of recovery. 

    Now the passage in 2 Timothy is very familiar to us and I read it because it introduces the fundamental thought in view of such days as those in which we are. This fundamental thought, of course, is prominent at the outset for the Lord had the foundation of the building in mind. It is spoken of typically in Solomons foundation which alludes to Matthew 16. What we have in the passages read is Gods foundation, but Matthew 16 is Christs foundation, Solomons foundation, as I said. The idea in Solomons foundation is, I apprehend, a foundation that cannot be improved upon. It is wisdoms foundation. Wisdom enters into christianity more than into any other thing or system. Not even does the physical system compare with, or equal, the wisdom that enters into christianity, which extends to ourselves in the sense that we are said to be wisdoms children. Wisdom is a feminine thought in Scripture, and as its children we are to carry on the service of our mother in that sense. Wisdom is the principal thing and inasmuch as the foundation is Solomons, it is laid in wisdom. 

    The point in our verse is that it is a firm foundation. It is Gods foundation but the Spirit of God is not content with saying that  it is Gods firm foundation; so no one should be timid or tread on it as if it were going to give way. He laid the foundations of the earth; the morning stars were pleased and the sons of God were pleased. The morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy (Job 38: 7). Hannah in her prayer includes this thought, For the pillars of the earth are Jehovahs, and he hath set the world upon them (1 Samuel 2: 8); and in the Psalms we have, like the earth which he hath founded for ever (Psalm 78: 69). All that suggests firmness. Let no one, therefore, tread lightly. There are things on which you should tread lightly and carefully, but the more heavily you tread on the foundation of God the more assured you are of it. Get your feet firmly on it. The firm foundation of God says the apostle, stands, having this seal 2 Timothy 2: 19. A remarkable thing that, the foundation has a seal. It carries the seal with it, a two-sided one, as we have often said. Someone says, Well, see how few you are. Why are there not more christians on earth now? The fact that there are only a few as far as you can see (after all, we see little), in no sense discredits the foundation. Were there only one on it, the foundation would be what it is. It can hold one or it can hold billions of people. What about these billions, or millions, or thousands, or hundreds? The Lord knows 2 Timothy 2: 19. It says referring to the foundation, having this seal, as if God foresaw that there would be this questioning. Look at the foundation and see what it has. It has a seal, not simply to say that God built it, although it carries that too, but to show that it is the firm foundation of God, God coming down to that way of thinking. Of course it would be firm. If God swears, it is not that He lies if He does not swear, but it is that He assures our hearts, so if He says His foundation is firm it is to assure our hearts, for obviously it would be if it were His. 

    But then there is this additional thing,  the seal, with two sides, which the foundation has. These myriads  well, the Lord knows them. Let that cause no anxiety or uncertainty to your mind. The more of them you know the more you love them, and you will understand why the Lord knows them, why He calls them by name, and why He loves them. They are valuable in His eyes. The word is, The Lord knows those that are his 2 Timothy 2: 19, that is, He has a claim to them and they belong to Him. That expression, those that are his, runs along with His own, a term of endearment. If anyone here is moving in associations displeasing to the Lord, then you are grieving his heart, He says to you, You are Mine, you know; I have redeemed you, I have a claim on you  an incontestable one. Move away from those associations that are harming you. The Lord knows those that are his. How very comforting that is! Not merely does He know them as a matter of numbers, but He knows your down-sitting and your uprising, your associations, and where you find your enjoyment, and it will occasion Him sorrow if it is in a circle that He cannot have to say to. He knows all that is there and He says, You are Mine. The Lord knows those that are his. The foundation carries that with it. 

    Then it adds on the other side, Let every one who names the name of the Lord (the same One who owns you) withdraw from iniquity 2 Timothy 2: 19. Very plain speaking that, but it belongs to the foundation. 

    Now I want to show from Haggai how this works out. He and Zechariah are two prophets, and are certainly better than one. Any one of these prophets read by himself is good but when you see the two men together you will say they are better than one. They were unusual in the sense that they worked together; not prophesied together  I do not say that  but they built together. They were builders  they understood something about a foundation. Haggai prophesied and urged forward the builders who were slacking, negligent and fearful; he urged them forward and in doing so he did not content himself with what we call ministry. He actually carried the mortar or whatever it may have been. That is what he did. He was a prophet, but he was one of those christians, or brothers, that would do whatever his hand found to do, answering to the great example of the apostle Paul. Whatever there was to be done he would do it, even to putting a stick on the fire to keep it burning. As he says, Yourselves know that these hands have ministered to my wants, and to those who were with me (Acts 20: 34). That was the kind of workman that Paul was, and Haggai foreshadowed that kind of service. So that he knew something about building and consequently he knew something about a foundation. It is a question of the building of the house in Ezra, and for the building the foundation had to be examined and it was found to be sure. It was the real one; there was no other. I have no doubt that Haggai could have told you about it. What firmness there was there in spite of the debris that had piled up on it,  Solomons foundation  which is Gods foundation. Solomons throne was really Jehovahs throne. So that you can see, dear brethren, how a remark like this in verse 5 fits in with a man s ministry of this kind. The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt (meaning what He covenanted with them at Horeb long before the foundation was laid) and my Spirit, remain among you Haggai 2: 5. My Spirit and the word that I covenanted. The word there is very simple because it always means the impartation of the divine mind. Christ is that, fully, perfectly. In fact He is said to be a covenant to the people. He is fully and perfectly the expression of the divine mind in the covenant. Everything was there. So that we have the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit remain Haggai 2: 5. That is, I am with you Myself, for that is what is meant. He had not left them, Gods Spirit is God, God Himself, beloved brethren. The expression of His mind, so perfectly portrayed in Christ, and the Spirit remain here. 

    These are fundamental thoughts, thoughts that the youngest here should be able to take in, that God has plainly made His mind known in His engagement in Christ. He has made known to us what He thinks of us. If you could only spend a half-hour with God (if you will allow me to speak simply and practically), and let Him speak to you, He would fill your soul with what He thinks of you. You say, He would occupy me with my conduct. Of course He would if necessary, but that would be only so as to gain your confidence that He might fill your soul with what He thinks of you  that He loves you. He would say, What have I not given for you? I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee (Isaiah 43: 3). But that is nothing, I have given Jesus for you! I have given My Son for you! Herein is love, He would remind you, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins (1 John 4: 10). That is what God would say if we would only listen to Him. He would fill our souls with what He thinks of us  with what we are to Him. 

    And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, says the Lord (Malachi 3: 17). That is all involved in this word  the word that I covenanted with you; that is, what He thinks of us, what we are in His mind, in His counsel. He has not changed one iota in regard of that. Then He adds, and my Spirit, remain among you. He remains with us. Is it theory merely with us? No; beloved brethren. Times without number in this city and in other cities we have proved incontestably as a fact that Gods Spirit remains with His people. There is no question about it. He is here today in this little place. The word that I covenanted with you He says, ... and my Spirit. They both remain. In other words, what I think of you, what you are to Me, what My love is for you and the power that is here to support you, remain here. Things may have broken up but these two foundational facts remain. They are facts. Let us not put them at a distance, let us not say they are theoretical. Let us say, I have proved the love of God in my own little way; I have proved the power of the Spirit in my own little way. You are setting to your seal in that way that God is true. 

    Everyone of us has a seal and that one thing is on it, that one thing is there:  God is true. He loves to be trusted, and in statements like this He appeals to our hearts. Is it not really so? He would say to us. The prophets are full of this sort of thing. 

    Now as these great fundamental facts are in existence, I just wish to speak about the Spirit as seen in Isaiah 59. Those who recognise these great facts and are moving in the joy of them will not fail to come in for the persistent opposition of the devil. In hundreds of ways he is attacking the people of God today. He sees the brethren are making a little headway in the truth, thank God! in righteousness too, in holiness, in intelligence. A little headway, not much; I speak of it only to credit God with it, dear brethren. But however little it may be, Satan resents it and if he cannot make a frontal attack to divide us asunder, he will harass us by constant attacks, ambushes, etc. Isaiah sees the possibility of the enemy coming in like a flood. He uses water. We know how Satan, in the book of the Revelation, is seen casting a flood out after the Jewish remnant to overwhelm them. It is one of his weapons; 

    that is to say, the control of humanity in a certain way. He would love to get control of a few of those who are walking in the truth; two or three, or however many he can get. Then he brings the wind to bear on the water and you have a flood, or the principle of a flood. He would say to some one standing for the truth, What are you going to do now? That is his way. What are you going to do with a flood? It is an overwhelming thought! But when he does that, it says, the Spirit of Jehovah will lift up a banner against him Isaiah 59: 19. That is what He does  not a feeble effort but a banner against him. The Spirit of God does that, dear brethren. He does it through His people of course. He is not incarnate. 

    It says: Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee (Psalm 60: 4). It is a great thing to have the fear of God before our eyes. Not slavish fear, but fear lest I might do something to dishonour His name. For also our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12: 29). It is not simply God, but Our God is a consuming fire. Why should I not fear God? Sin in me is not any more acceptable to God than it is in the worst person in Chicago. It is more hideous in a christian if any comparison can be made. Hence to any one that feareth God He says, I will give a banner to you. Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth, (Selah), That thy beloved ones may be delivered. Psalm 60: 4,5. I was speaking of the Lord knowing those that are His. They are the beloved ones in that psalm. Our brethren are beloved ones whatever their association, and they are to be delivered by the setting forth of the truth in the banner. 

    How full and varied is this book of Isaiah. One loves to think of Isaiah; what sufferings were his! For thus have they persecuted the prophets, says Jesus, who were before you (Matthew 5: 12). He came in for persecution, you may be sure, but the buoyancy of his writing is most stimulating. There are many references to him by the Lord Himself in the New Testament. John also referred to him, Esaias said again (John 12: 39). He spoke twice. What did he speak of? The glory of Jesus. He saw it  he saw his glory and spoke of him (John 12: 41). No one should serve, or attempt to serve, who does not see the glory. It is that which gives buoyancy and splendour to the ministry  charged with the glory. Isaiah represents this thought as much as any writer in the Old Testament. 

    So here, there is the enemy coming in like a flood. Take Sennacherib; he came up to the walls with his armies. What would he not do? The Spirit of the Lord lifted up a banner through Hezekiah and those who served Hezekiah. They knew what to say. Those that went out to meet him were circumspect men but Hezekiah said to Isaiah, lift up a prayer for the remnant that is left (Isaiah 37: 4). What a word that is for everyone that is here tonight! Lift up your prayer! Good enough to think of the beloved ones still undelivered  indeed Isaiah tells us himself, Yet will I gather others to him, with those of his that are gathered (Isaiah 56: 8), but Hezekiah says, Lift up a prayer for the remnant that is left. Hezekiah takes the letter from this wicked man, Rabshakeh, the general of Sennacheribs army, and spreads it out before Jehovah. 

    I was reading in Isaiah 62: 6 where it says, ye that put Jehovah in remembrance. You are to remind Him of things. Do not keep silence. Keep reminding God of things. One prayer is not enough  a thousand may not be enough. Keep reminding Him of things. 

    Hezekiah went in and spread the matter before Jehovah. Rabshakeh had said, Well, I will give you a few horses if you can put riders on them. That was true enough, alas! There were very few horsemen or riders inside the walls of Jerusalem. And there was a flood coming. But the Spirit of the Lord had not left; the covenant was there and He was there. What happened? The virgin-daughter of Zion (a daughter is a youngish thought) despiseth thee, laugheth thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem shaketh her head at thee (Isaiah 37: 22). You young sisters  it is the daughters of Zion who have obtained their character and substance from Zion. You are to learn what that means  daughters of Jerusalem and daughters of Zion. A daughter of Zion is just a christian, taken up sovereignly and set up in relation to God in accordance with His counsel, who is an example to others and sets forth order in this world. And they are invulnerable. She despiseth thee, laugheth thee to scorn. The Assyrian army is smitten  one hundred and eighty-five thousand at one stroke. That is what God does, beloved brethren! When the adversary shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of Jehovah will lift up a banner against him Isaiah 59: 19. 

    Now finally in regard to the verse in Isaiah 62. These are the men, the watchmen. The building has gone up; the walls are seen to be there. The earlier chapter says: but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation (Isaiah 60: 18). Many years ago we had a great battle here with a man who said it was heresy to say that salvation was in the assembly, in the sense in which scripture teaches. In chapter 60, the walls are called Salvation. The very idea is there. And who has not proved it? Salvation of course is in Christ  it is there, but let us get inside the gates. Do not stay outside a moment! The gates are called Praise, and suggest the care meeting. Not only that, but the gates of Zion are loved by God more than all the habitations of Jacob. That is where the divine administration is carried on here on earth  the walls of Salvation and the gates of Praise. 

    I want to show from this verse what is essential to the continuance of these things. Verse 6 says: I have set watchmen upon thy walls, Jerusalem; all the day and all the night they shall never hold their peace Isaiah 62: 6. I have never known a time amongst the brethren when there were so many local eruptions. Things are happening here and there that are traceable directly to the enemys workings. Young people are coming under his power, under the power of sin; they are dishonouring the Lords name and causing sorrow amongst the brethren all over the world. And it is due to want of watchmen; not watchmen that are dumb dogs that cannot bark (Isaiah 56: 10). What good are they if they cannot bark? That is what they are for. I believe these sorrows are largely due to lack of watchfulness, such as the elder brethren watching the younger ones, praying with them, rebuking them, with all long-suffering and doctrine (2 Timothy 4: 2); according to God, not according to man, and in the grace and power of God checking this epidemic, as I may call it. Priestly care, of course, watchfulness surely and prayers. The Lord says, But what I say to you, I say to all, Watch (Mark 13: 37), abide here and watch (Mark 14: 34). It is our business to watch this young one and that young one and every one; we are keepers one of another. We are our brothers keeper Genesis 4: 9. The leaders and elders are said to watch over your souls as those that shall give account (Hebrews 13: 17). What we see here is, I have set watchmen upon thy walls, Jerusalem; all the day and all the night they shall never hold their peace Isaiah 62: 6. These watchmen are apt to come in for sufferings if they are faithfully discharging their duty. It is a position that is sure to call forth resentment. They shall never hold their peace day or night. Why is that? Because of these constant uprisings of which we shall never be free. Indeed their very existence is a proof that there is something to oppose. There is something the enemy objects to. The Lord would have us take these things into account and watch. 

    Then we have this further word which I called your attention to in reading: Ye that put Jehovah in remembrance, Isaiah 62: 6, 

    or as the note reads, think of Jehovah with loud voice. You tell the Lord about things, not just once or twice, but until the matter is settled. Keep at it. Keep not silence, and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth Isaiah 62: 7. The application of that is extremely simple. What we need is establishment in our little gatherings. Separated in this country as they are and exposed to the bitter winds in all directions, what we need is establishment. It means full growth; no longer remaining babes but becoming men. The watchmen here keep on speaking, day and night; they speak to the saints. But these remembrancers speak to God, and they give Him no rest. It is a very remarkable thing that the Spirit would write such things  as if we could disturb His rest! But God comes down to our way of thinking. Give God no rest until a thing is settled, until there is establishment in the gatherings in the light of Christ as Head and the assembly as His body here. God is to be given no rest until there is establishment. So that the saints are going on in a positive way in the service of God instead of having constantly to be setting one another right. If we have to do that, it is proof that we are just babes. Full-grown men know what to do and they know what to say. They are balanced. We are constantly occupied in setting one another right and it is most humiliating, but God would help us to keep on praying for this brother and that brother, this sister and that sister, local or otherwise. Give Him no rest until there be establishment! May God bless the word to us! 

  
    GLORY THE END OF THE WORK OF OUR HANDS (JT 41)

    Ezra 5: 1 - 5; Ezra 6:6 - 12; Ezra 6:14; Haggai 2: 1 - 9; Zechariah 4: 6 - 9

    I have in mind to show, by the Lords help, that the present operations of God, the present service of Christ, and the gifts of the Spirit are all making for a final and glorious end, and that the saints here may be more assured as to the present outlook, and more assured as to the results of the work of our hands, that our labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

    These books from which I have read are calculated to help to the end I have in mind. They lead up to the thought I have expressed, that the end is sure and glorious; an eternal weight of glory indeed is spoken of as the portion of those who look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen. Infinite glory for God is in anticipation also. He is to be glorified in the assembly, in Christ Jesus, throughout all generations of the age of ages, that is, for eternity. 

    I wish to show that all this glory is brought within our range of intelligence, indeed, that from the outset God had in His mind a residence for it. This was indicated in the incoming of the glory to the tabernacle in the wilderness, and subsequently to the temple, its final residence; both types pointing to the assembly, a word which we never tire of, a word which, indeed, has a meaning which is peculiar to itself in the minds of intelligent believers in Christ. It is not intelligible to the unregenerate, for it is a treasury word, a word belonging peculiarly to the vocabulary of the spiritual, and in no sense does it convey so much as when we say it is the dwelling-place of God and of His glory. 

    So much is it the residence of Gods glory, that it is said of the assembly, viewed as the heavenly city, that it comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory 

    of God. That is not a provisional matter. What we have now is provisional, what they had in the wilderness was, but what we get in Revelation 21 is final. There is no thought of that city ever being deprived of the great honour of being the residence of the glory. And when we remember, dear brethren, that we ourselves are part of that great city, the thought comes with greater force, and it is so intended in these last days, for it is the latter glory of the house, which is greater than the former; it transcends all that preceded it, and it is now being completed; the investiture of the assembly with the glory is now in progress. 

    These are great thoughts and one would lay them on the minds of the brethren at the outset, and then seek to show how they are reached from our side. I have read from Ezra, specially to bring forward the importance of the prophetic ministry; that is stressed in Ezra 5. The prophets of God prophesied, but they worked with the builders as well, they were practical men. I may have to tax your memories, but I hope everyone here has read this book of Ezra; it is a very priestly book; it links on with Chronicles and through Chronicles with the beginning of Gods ways and operations on the earth, that is, it begins with Adam, for the first book of Chronicles begins thus. The second book links on with this book of Ezra, the closing paragraph being almost identical with the opening paragraph of this book, so we have a golden chain of testimony running right through. 

    In chapter 4 we get recovered saints, and when I say recovered saints, I include those of our own times, for one does not refer to Scripture as mere history; it should not be read except as bearing on the person who reads it, and those who hear it. That is the way to understand Scripture. These recovered saints were exclusive according to Ezra 4, and there is a difference between exclusiveness, right in itself, and a prophetic condition amongst us. In chapter 4 the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin propose to join with them in the work, but Zerubbabel and Joshua, the high priest, and the fathers of Judah and Benjamin said. No! This is an exclusive matter. 

    We must not be afraid of the word exclusive, because it is a very good word, one to be treasured, having its own significance in the minds of the spiritual. This chapter brings out that the brethren, as restored, were exclusive, they were exclusive in the sense that they would not accept unhallowed support. They would not have anything to do with any associations or fellowships that were not divinely accredited. That is a most important item in our position. 

    Exclusiveness in itself is a negative thought, and what you find in this fourth chapter is that the adversaries continued to harass the saints, and were successful in their efforts, showing that exclusiveness by itself is not sufficient; and so much did the enemy succeed that the work of God actually ceased. The adversaries wrote a letter to the king, saying everything bad they could about the people of God. If we are merely negative and people speak thus of us, they are pretty sure to incite successful opposition. We must have more than exclusiveness if we are to be effective in our service; there must be a positive side to the position or the enemy will have an advantage, and hence what you find here is that the work ceased. The enemy was successful in his great effort to blacken the people of God, by relating what the history of Jerusalem had been, what a rebellious city it had been, and how damaging to the kings, and so on: a long tale of accusation, with the result that the king was persuaded to authorise the adversaries of the people of God to prevent the work by force and power, which they did immediately. 

    Now, chapter 5 is over against this; it is a prophetic chapter, and that is why I read it, because the Lord, I believe, is encouraging us in regard to this kind of ministry. Prophecy brings God in, as I shall show presently, from Haggai and Zechariah. What we see is the kind of ministry that was given and how effective it was. What we call meetings for ministry may often come very short of ministry that would set in motion the people of God. The intent of prophetic ministry is to set the people of God in spiritual motion. Someone will say, God is not moving, but then perhaps you are not moving and yet work to be done is by your hand; you cannot expect God to move if you do not move, if it is your responsibility to do so. If you should do something, do not say God is not doing it; God is saying you are not doing it. If the thing has to be done, do it. Do not talk sentimentally about waiting on God. Piety is most essential with us, but what we call piety may be merely judaism, and hence we need the word of exhortation, as here, when the prophetic word stirred up the leaders, and they began to move, the prophets of God helping them. The prophets of God do not start the work, they prophesy, and the responsible persons begin to do something, then the prophets of God work with them. 

    Resulting from this movement the whole of the machinery of government is now turned in their favour. It is an important matter, at the present time in this country, that if we are moving with God, if the prophetic ministry is current amongst us, and is affecting us, then God is moving, not only helping us, but moving in those who are in the position of public government. It is all under Him, The kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water; he turneth it whithersoever he will. And what you find in this chapter is that prophetic ministry has its place, and the work is resumed. The adversary is not inactive, he would do something again. But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, (verse 5). It does not say that in chapter 4, not that it was not true then, for He ever watches over His people; but Gods eye specially regards what is beautiful, and what could be more attractive to Him at that time, than this movement of His people in resuming the building of His house, with the prophets of God helping them? The prophets were practical men, and the work proceeded. What could be more delightful in such circumstances to the eye of God than that? There is more than exclusive conditions, there is prophetic ministry and responsible activity resulting from it and God honoured this. The facts speak for themselves. The work went on. 

    Now in chapter 5 there is another letter. This time the letter is couched in different language. It is not exactly traducive, it is somewhat fair and respectful to the Jews, enquiring of the king, and raising the whole question of the legality of what they were doing, a most important matter, and affording great advantage to the work of God. Every spiritual man is ready for the whole matter of the legality of our position to be raised. Every young christian here should understand that the position we are on is divinely accredited. You may not understand the word legal in the sense in which I have been using it; it is a question of what is divinely accredited  what is authorised in the Scriptures. Here a letter was written to Darius to inquire as to whether the Jews had authority for what they were doing. The letter said this building was going on, and that they were prospered in it; very different from the tone and wording of the other letter  not that it was exactly meant to be friendly, but it was under the eye of God, and God would hinder the pen from writing anything that would permit the enemy to succeed. God is all-powerful, and we can understand that, in order that His work should not be damaged by it. He caused this letter in chapter 5 to be different. It stated the actual facts of the case. The account of the matter from the lips of the elders is sent to the king  manifestly a great advantage to them. Now the question is, Are they authorised to continue this work? Is this a legal thing? Or are these men acting presumptuously? 

    This is an important matter, dear brethren, as bearing on the present time, and every spiritual man welcomes the challenge as to the authority for what those returned from Babylon are doing today. Let others come with their questions. It is very fine to follow the history of the Lord in the gospels, especially when questioning time comes. The Lord, indeed, in Isaiah challenges anyone to come forward and contend with Him (chapter 50: 8), and we can count on Him now; the matter is His, and He will stand by His people, and make everything work in our favour  even the powers that rule the world, as is manifest in what is before us. This letter raised the issue of the legality of this position and this work of the saints, and the answer is overwhelmingly in their favour. It is magnificent. 

    Read down chapter 6 and you will see how magnificently God turned the government, the powers that then were, in favour of His people. At times the enemy succeeds in turning public conditions against the saints, but God will not fail us as we turn to Him. But we must recognise His rights, if need be suffering for a little while (1 Peter 5: 10). The prophets had spoken to these builders in the name of God, that the work should proceed. They understood that the authority of God entered into it and hence they had no question as to the rightness of the work that they were engaged in, but the matter is to be established publicly, and if the authorities seem to be against us, let us suffer a little. God honours suffering in this sense, He is on that line Himself; all that He is morally entered into the sufferings of Christ. God approaching man was on the line of suffering, and He looks for correspondence with this in His people. He speaks of those who make a covenant with Him by sacrifice (Psalm 50: 5). These men, as actuated by the prophetic word, go on with the work. God is looking on them, but He is doing more than that, He is looking on the government, on Darius, for He can control him and the writer of the letter, and He does so. When the letter comes to Darius, he makes a search which reveals that the position at Jerusalem has full royal sanction, 

    that no one has the right to question it. Even if we suffer, we are justified if the position is established as legal. 

    Chapter 6 says, Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of the rolls ... in Babylon. And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace ... a roll, and therein was a record thus written: In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, and so forth. That is to say, the decree of Cyrus was preserved, it was there. How significant of Gods care, that it was preserved all those years! Many a time, perhaps, it had been pushed aside as nothing, but there it was, under the eye of our God, and Darius the king is, himself, in perfect sympathy with all this. To whom is all this to be attributed? To God. So today, we can reckon on God affecting those in authority. Why not? It is the time in which the world is held in reconciliation, a time in which God is favourable to men. 

    God has directed us to pray for all who are in authority, and it is to be expected that, if they make a decree that is contrary to the testimony, and we suffer, God will come in. He will have to say to them, and perhaps we shall find that it was done in ignorance. Then the obvious thing, dear brethren, is to suffer. It is a day of small things in every sense, so that a little suffering has its place, and God honours it. These verses in chapter 6 show that the work of building the house of God went on. Let the work of this house of God alone, Darius says; that is, let these brethren alone. The eye of our God is upon us as we move according to His will, and if He be for us, who against us? God is pleased with His people, and here says, through Darius, Let them alone, and, of course, they were let alone, for who could withstand God? This is a very fine position, and it serves what I have in mind. It indicates how we are to proceed to the end of this wonderful dispensation as workers with God, and to reach the end that He has in mind, that is His glory. It is worth going in for, but the way to it is plainly marked out. It is not an armchair matter, it is a suffering matter, but the sufferings are linked with the glory. 

    When you come to Haggai, you have something of what these prophets were saying in their prophetic ministry, and we do well, if we seek to carry on a similar service, to observe the intelligence, the applicability of the messengers and their messages to the moment. Haggais is a message. Zechariah, in his book, goes far beyond what was current at that time, but then we have not all that he prophesied. He also prophesied to meet weak current conditions, as did Haggai. Haggais book is a very short one, but it tells us that the results of his service were remarkable and immediate. God would encourage us in prophetic ministry, that  in every emergency some word may come to clear the vision, clear our perspective, so that the saints may proceed in the work of God. Hence we have the date of the message, as you will observe, the second year of Darius, the sixth month and the first day of the month; the year, the month, and the day; and then when it became effective, in the four-and-twentieth day of the sixth month in the second year of Darius (chapter 1: 15). 

    One would dwell a little upon this in view of these meetings that we are engaged in, and all meetings like them, that we may expect results, something from God. We talk about what is ministered and say, It was a good word. Very rightly spoken, if it is the truth, but then the next thing is, how long will it take to affect the brethren, how long before it brings them round to the mind of God? That you appraise the ministry is right, but then what about you? How long will it take you to come round to what God is saying to you? That is the next thing, because ministry is not merely to please our ears. The intent of it is to move us; whatever the end God has immediately in mind, it is to move us to that end; and hence everyone here is put under obligation by what I am saying, to inquire before God, as to how long it will take him or her to come round to the point indicated in what is ministered. That is your obligation. 

    Some of you may have come here tonight to hear a certain person speak, thinking of the person, it may be, but God seizes the opportunity and puts obligation upon you, and you cannot escape it. It will be disaster if you turn it aside and make it a mere matter of attending a meeting and going home again. It is a question now of each one accepting what God has said to him and of determining that the result in him shall, by the Lords help, be immediate. 

    Haggai tells us that it took twenty-three days for his message to take effect, and it was an excellent effect. It says in the thirteenth verse of the first chapter, Then spake Haggai the Lords messenger in the Lords message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the Lord. That is not said in Ezra, it is said here, And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel, ... and the spirit of Joshua ... and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, and then you have the date. What a fine result that was! I am here tonight, I may say, simply with this end in view: to affect the saints toward God. God was working here with the message which came by the Lords messenger, stirring up the spirits of the people. He is the Father of spirits, He is stirring up His people to go to the work; here the result was perfect and immediate. 

    Chapter 2 gives another date and another message, and this message includes what I have been saying, that an appeal is made now as to what the glory of the first house was, extending back to Solomons time; as compared with what existed then, the latter house was very little; but the message goes on to say, The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you. That is a wonderful word in remnant times. We are directed back to what God covenanted at the time the people came out of Egypt and to the fact that as His Spirit was amongst them then, so He is now; also that the word God covenanted at Horeb remained with them. That is how the matter stands as to ourselves, dear brethren, and as we are moved we begin to look into what God has covenanted, not simply what He has spoken, but what He has covenanted. He has committed Himself to certain things, and if we are really exercised we shall begin in our prayers to mention these things to God, to call upon Him and remind Him of these things. In speaking of reminding Jehovah, I would allude to a word in Isaiah: ye that put Jehovah in remembrance, keep not silence, and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth, Isaiah 62: 6, 7. Think of God writing that in regard of Himself! He loves us to come forward with promises He has made, to plead them in our prayers, and then count upon Him to fulfil them  for every promise is Yea and Amen in Christ  and He would also encourage us to rely on His Spirit amongst us. 

    Some of you here, perhaps, have never realised that. You have heard of the Spirit of God, but never realised the great fact that He is amongst christians. The Lord says of Him, he abides with you, and shall be in you. What a great fact this is! God would awaken us to these things: the terms of the new covenant (for that is the one we have part in), and the great fact and blessing of the presence of the Spirit of God. He is here with us, we have proved it these two or three days; that the Spirit of God is with us. We want you all to come into it; if you have not realised it, this word is for you, that the covenanted word and the Spirit are with us and remain with us. So that we have the means of proceeding with the work. 

    Then the prophet, the messenger of God, goes on to say, For thus saith Jehovah of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come. At the present time the nations are in danger of being shaken, but they are being kept, thank God; and it is very largely on account of the prayers of the saints, I believe, that God is holding back forces of evil, so that this wonderful work we are engaged in may proceed. He will shake the nations and the desire of the nations will come, too; there will be the desire of the nations as we read of here, and it says, I will fill this house with glory, saith Jehovah of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith Jehovah of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former. What an incentive! 

    We have been speaking about glory as emancipating us from the world; as attractive and setting us free in the presence of God, it is given here as an incentive to go on. We are told that the latter glory of the house is to exceed the former, and that is what we are going on to. To this end I have stressed this thought of the prophetic ministry, as that which governs the position initially, and then the need of readiness on the part of the saints to move, and as we move, there is glory after glory opening up to our minds, as incentives to go forward unfalteringly until the consummation. 

    In Zechariah we have the day of small things recognised. They are small, but nevertheless no one is to despise them, and the prophet sees in these two sons of oil what denotes the unlimited supply of spiritual power to go on with. The word is addressed to Zerubbabel who represents the responsible element and, of course, we are all responsible. When authority is failing in every direction and lawlessness lifting up its head with such power, the Spirit of God is asserting government  in a small way, of course, but it exists as a testimony. Zerubbabel, the governor, represents it here. He is typical of the Lord being content to be with us in this day of small things; with us to govern us, and as things are right and orderly amongst us the work of God proceeds. 

    Zerubbabel, who laid the foundation, shall put on the top-stone. What a great thing, dear brethren, to be in the time of putting on the top-stone! Some may say they would like to have been at the laying of the foundation in apostolic times, and what a time it was! One would have liked to be there, but in a certain sense there is something even transcending in being at the putting on of the top-stone. 

    One would earnestly seek to energise the interest and sympathy of the brethren in this most important matter. The top-stone is about to be put on, and it is to be put on in keeping with the whole dispensation; it is by the hands of Zerubbabel; He who laid the foundation puts on the top-stone. He shall bring forth the headstone with shoutings: Grace, grace unto it! 

    That is what I had in mind, and it is, as I said, to encourage the brethren to proceed on these lines, for we are on sure ground. The legal position is established inwardly and outwardly. Let people come and challenge the position the saints are on; the more they do it, the more its legality is established, so we are on a sure footing. It is the sure foundation of God. 

    Let us put on the whole armour of God and go forward, and we shall reach the end, we shall see this great sight, the top-stone put on the assembly as being the residence of the glory for ever and ever, glory for us and glory to God throughout all generations of the age of ages. 

  
    THE END IN KEEPING WITH THE BEGINNING (JT 94)

    Haggai 2: 10 - 23

    I have selected this passage because it, I hope, will serve as a development of what we were engaged with on the previous occasion. 

    I desire to show that at the end of the days the divine thought is to bring about what is in keeping with the beginning of the days, that there should be a correspondence between those who are found at the end and those at the beginning; when I speak of the beginning I mean Christ, according to the principle of service which is found in Him: Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!, Isaiah 42: 1. God began with that, and He intends to end with that, and so I selected this passage to seek to develop how God will bring about at the end that which corresponds to what He began with. 

    I need not remind you that there was no need for development in Christ. What He was as Man He brought into nature in manhood. Natural claims are fully admitted in their place, but when there was any attempt to establish these claims it was at once disallowed, even in His own mother. Indeed, from the outset when Simeon comes into the temple he enunciates this principle. You can only get spiritual thoughts from spiritual men. Simeon came in by the Spirit. It was a very great prospect in Simeons soul that he should see the Lords Christ, and he had not forgotten it. 

    In the temple he takes the Child into his arms. Now, beloved friends, I take that to be a sort of picture of those of this dispensation, who have to do with Christ, those who will be priests. This must be by the Spirit, for the flesh profits nothing. So Simeon takes the Child, and he blesses God; he was truly more consecrated at that moment than ever Aaron was, for he had the fulfilment of all the types there in his arms, and he was a worshipper. By the same Spirit he speaks of the Babe and says to Jehovah, 

    Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace ... . for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. His service was over; the true Servant had come  Mine elect in whom my soul delighteth. But Mary and Joseph were there and they marvelled. One can understand how the flesh in them may have suggested This means honour for us, but there is no honour for the flesh. Joseph is ignored by the man who has the Spirit, and he addresses himself to Mary, not indeed in such terms as modern language uses  Holy Mary, mother of God  no, Simeon says, A sword shall pierce through thy own soul also. This would certainly be in the death of the Lord, and there should be no recognition of the claims of the flesh. When Jesus is there, on the cross, having accomplished everything for the will of God, and Mary is there, He, as the Son of God, directs her to John, Woman, behold thy son. He stands alone in all His dignity as Son of God, and so, beloved friends, the flesh is utterly refused when you come to Christ in His manhood. Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God, Hebrews 10: 7. That was the obedience of a Son, One here to do the will of God. 

    According to Matthews record, He comes to John. I just dwell on this for a moment; John is baptizing. I might remark that he represents the moral features of the last days, one who refuses any moral place. Let us not talk of rivalry or leaders. John was but a voice. Jesus came to John; what an honour for a mere mortal! Mark you; He came to John, He knew him. 

    Would that we could take into our souls what it is to be with God. No one has any power unless he has been there. John had been there and hence his power. John said, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? Jesus said, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. The righteous One must have things just right. He was baptized and as He comes up the Holy Spirit comes upon Him  God honouring His servant whom He had chosen. How little we take in what Christ was, in Manhood, for the Father! In the light of it we can well understand why the blood is mentioned so much in the Old Testament. Jesus was Gods only One. He found His all in Him, in this desert of humanity. He shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground, Isaiah 53: 2. The ground yielded nothing; all lay in what He was in Himself and so, beloved friends, we have this voice saying, This is My beloved Son. And the Holy Spirit comes and abides upon Him, so He is now formally and publicly taken account of by God, and anointed for His service, and as anointed He went about. I do not understand a gifted servant being local, a gift is for the assembly. So the Lord went about, He acknowledged no local claim as a Servant, I must preach ... to other cities, Luke 4:43, so the servant goes about, but doing good. This is what marked the Lord. 

    Now I want to show how the end corresponds with this. I do not mean that there can be a Pentecost again. I know that everyone that belongs to Christ will shine presently with Him but it is a great thing to see to it that there are the features of it in these last days. 

    His wife has made herself ready, Revelation 19: 7. She thinks of the Bridegroom and what is suitable to Him  fine linen bright and pure, not merely white, but bright, it shines. The fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. Although we may have things in the bud there may not be any fruit. 

    In this chapter in Haggai things were lethargic, people were concerned with their own affairs, and the house of God was neglected. 

    In Zechariah 1: 20, 21, we get carpenters mentioned, as being employed to overthrow the horns, descriptive of the gentile monarchies that scattered the people of God. The angel, seated on the stone rolled away from the tomb of Jesus, was there as if in gigantic irony, showing that the power of the gentile monarchies was overthrown. God is not going to be diverted from what He began with. He will go on until there is a complete answer to Christ. 

    Angels are ministering spirits for those who shall be heirs of salvation. Every Christian should be a builder, a constructor. The seed royal is preserved in the hearts of His people and soon will come out. 

    Recovery takes place very rapidly in Haggai, the people had not wandered far. So there are two messages in one day. Not many of us could stand this. One message a day, or even a week, is often enough for us. The first message calls attention to the work in their souls, verse 12. Ceremonialism is powerless for sanctification. God was against the people, the principle of construction was neglected but the foundation is very important. Let each see how he builds, 1 Corinthians 3: 10. But then, are you building at all? You mark the day in which you begin to build, and you get prosperity. I put it to your souls to mark the day. Have you begun? Now he mentioned four trees, as symbols. We are called upon to consider ourselves. Have divine things come to a bud in me? I think of the possibilities of one who desires to build. God waits for the full fruition of the seed in us. Let us take heed not to hinder the development, verse 18. What I expect is the development of these four things, through Gods grace, in His people. The seed is sown, but He wants increase. I can picture one of those Israelites going to his garden and looking for the promise. 

    The vine is the fruit of the Spirit. As regards exercise you must take account of yourselves, but must look to the Lord, there is no good in ourselves. The vine is for joy. How lovely that a christian through self-judgment can bring joy to the Lord. 

    The fig tree typifies goodness, divine goodness. Barnabas is spoken of as a good man. 

    The pomegranate. A type of unity among the people of God. These things God will bring about for His glory. Let brotherly love continue, and increase. In the eye of God it is lovely. Unity precedes testimony. 

    The olive typifies the Spirit in the way of dignity. The oil makes a mans face to shine. It is the bringing in of Christ. These things may be in the bud, but in the development we have what answers to Christ and Gods purpose with regard to us. In the second message the mind is turned to Christ. You can only get it among the saints. The Spirit directs our hearts to One who sets His seal upon us. 

  
    READINGS ON HAGGAI (2) (SUMMARY) (JT 100)

    Haggai 2: 1 - 23

    We might note at the beginning that the people are referred to as ye people of the land in verse 4. We should notice too the covenant and Gods Spirit in verse 5, and further it is in mind to see that things are actively in growth. 

    Five words come to Haggai from God, and each is short, each is effective and everything happens on its day. God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world. 

    Verse s: The word ... and my Spirit, remain among you. That is the word for the moment, they remain. 

    QuesAre we going to prove that the latter glory of the house is greater than the former? 

    JTI think so, because there is no end to it, and there is the millennium. The work is going forward and is being enlarged. God has mercifully saved us for forty years from a major division, and if we cling to Him He will preserve us. 

    Question as to the Spirit was not yet. 

    JTThe Spirit of God was there from the beginning of Genesis, He existed from the outset, but the glorification of Christ was needed for His coming. The glorification of Christ affects everything in this dispensation. 

    QuesHow is verse 9 to be worked out in view of what you said about the millennium? 

    JTThe assembly as it comes down from God out of heaven is the greatest idea possible. There has never been anything like it before. It is not presented as going up, nor viewed as having gone into heaven. 

    These people are called the people of the land. They belong to heaven, typically. If we look into the second of Ephesians, verse 22, A habitation of God in the Spirit; this is the greatest thing we can come into. Think of the time God has taken to work it out! It took only six days in Genesis to work out the creation, but two thousand years this vessel has been in formation, with Christ in heaven and the Spirit here. If all these things in the Old Testament are types, we can see the magnitude of the assembly. 

    QuesAre all christians in the assembly? 

    JTWe have to reckon what God can do. He will finish things up very quickly. We shall all be changed in an instant, what brevity!-the twinkling of an eye. What cannot God do? 

    QuesAre all christians to be there at that assembling moment? 

    JTWell, they will be, if they are real christians. 

    QuesWhat about christians in system, how are we to view them? 

    JTGo up to the mountain and bring wood. We are to go and find them and bring them. 

    QuesWhat about christians who do not have the Spirit? Do they get the Spirit in that brief moment? 

    JTOh, I think so, but we have to speak abstractly. 

    RemIt is to be an assembling shout. 

    Verse 9: In this place will I give peace. That is in the land of Palestine, not in New York where there are two million Jews, but in the land. 

    QuesIs it possible for a believer to lose the Spirit? 

    JTNo, I do not think so at all! That would be error. It might be so in the Old Testament, but not now. He has come down to seal us. 

    QuesWhen Jesus was here in the temple the glory was great, but now the Spirit being here, would that be just as great? 

    JTOf course it is-the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. 

    QuesIs the assembly the custodian of all that God has down here? 

    JTNo, I would say the Spirit is. The woman in Luke 15 gathers up everything, she leaves nothing out. In which are hid all the treasures refers to the assembly as a vessel, but the custodian is the Spirit, things are held by Him. 

    They that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another (Malachi 3: 16). Jehovah is saying that, but then the Spirit is Jehovah, the Spirit of Jehovah, so they shall be mine (verse 17) belongs to Him; not one shall fail to be there. Through the dark ages who took care of things? The Spirit did. 

    Gods house is the biggest thing one can think of. The Spirit is in it. It is a built thing. It involves the Spirit, and He makes us part of it. It has taken two thousand years to build, but God has done it. 

    RemIn whom (Christ) ye are built together for a habitation of God in Spirit; the whole Trinity is involved. 

    QuesDoes The tabernacle of God is with men also include the Trinity? 

    JTYes, I would say so. 

    The priests were challenged as to how they did things in the section from verse 10. Then in verse 19 the vegetation is spoken of; the principle of life is current. They have not brought forth, but they are bringing forth. Then Zerubbabel is taken up as a type of Christ and God is going to give him this wonderful place of a signet. 

    Jehovah of hosts is a very comprehensive expression. God uses it commonly. It is what is in His mind; He is saying, I have infinitely more than I need, and yet He is taking you up, He is so bent on the assembly. 

    The Spirit has given one line of thought ever since the revival, only that certain things have been clarified, such as the sonship of Christ and the place of the Holy Spirit. 
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