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    VALUING THE INHERITANCE (AJG 3)

    Judges 1:1-7; Judges 1:12-15; Judges 3:16-20; Judges 7:16-20; Judges 8:1-3; Judges 16:25-30

    I believe the incidents we have read in the first chapter of Judges are intended to show us the lines upon which we may take possession of our inheritance, and when I speak of our inheritance I mean all that God has prepared according to His purpose and in His love for those whom He has called. Then I think in the subsequent passages we have certain features that are intended to characterise us with a view to meeting anything that Satan would endeavour to introduce that would hinder the enjoyment of the inheritance or rob the people of God of it. When Joshua had died, unlike the position when Moses died, there was no leader already on the scene to take his place. When Moses was about to die he appealed to God to set a man over the assembly, who may go out before them, and who may come in before them, Numbers 27:16,17, and God indicated that Joshua, a man in whom was the Spirit, as He said, was to be leader in place of Moses. But when Joshua died no such leader was indicated, rather what God had in mind was that His people were to move together mutually. They ask who was to go up first, and Jehovah said, Judah; that is, the tribe of Judah, it was to be a collective movement, and then without any instruction from God Judah says to Simeon, Come up with me into my lot... and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot, Judges 1:3. So there is at once brought under notice this great thought of brotherly love, of being together in the things of God, which is a most important matter if we are to take possession and to enjoy the inheritance, because Gods thoughts involve His saints all together. 

    John the Baptist had said of the Lord Jesus that He would baptise with the Holy Spirit, and it says in Corinthians, For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body, 1 Corinthians 12: 13. One body suggests being together in a most intimate way, for all the members of a body are interdependent and rightly move in relation to the good of the whole, and if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; and if one member he glorified, all the members rejoice with it, 1 Corinthians 12: 26. And there is the further thought of our all being given to drink of one Spirit, which implies that we are happy in that position, contented and satisfied. That was seen on the day of Pentecost, all that believed were together. The Spirit of God never works in the way of disruption among the saints. He always works with a view to binding and holding the saints together, so the word together is to be continually in our minds and hearts. We were singing of the moment when the Lord Jesus will descend from heaven, and it says in 1 Thessalonians 4: 17, then we the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall be always with the Lord. So that the thought of together is characteristic of Christianity. There is no real enjoyment of the things that God has prepared for them who love Him, save as together. I do not mean, of course, that any who, in the ways of God, are isolated, may not have in the Spirit the enjoyment of the things belonging to the saints. I have no doubt John in Patmos had such enjoyment, I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, Revelation 1: 9. But no-one who puts himself in isolation in an independent way or is not governed by the will of God can expect to have much enjoyment of the inheritance of Gods people because in the nature of things, things are to be enjoyed together and this principle of brotherliness, of drawing all into these things is to be cultivated by us. Judah set it in motion here and Simeon responded, and it says, And Judah went up; and Jehovah delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand, Judges 1: 4. Then they found a man, Adoni-Bezek, who had moved in entirely different lines. No thought of brotherly love, no principle of bringing out all that was in the brethren, had marked him. Seventy kings, with their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gleaned under my table, verse 7. He had evidently been a dominating personality who insisted on his own will and robbed the seventy kings of all power of action and movement. That kind of spirit is entirely inimical to the inheritance. If God finds such a spirit in any one of the local companies He greatly resents it. It is not derived from Christ and what has to be recognised is that Gods government is all the time operating in a most infallible way among the saints. This man, Adoni-Bezek, recognised the fact that the government of God had overtaken him, as I have done, so God has requited me. It says, they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died, verse 7. If we can only bring souls into the good of the assembly, for Jerusalem represents the assembly in actual expression among the saints, a city that is compact together, Psalm 122: 3, where brotherly love is, it will be the death blow to everything that marked Adoni-Bezek. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died. It was the end of that kind of clement when once he was brought to where the assembly was found in living expression. So the first feature that is so essential if we are to enter upon our inheritance is brotherly love in practical expression, and I of course include the sisters. Brotherly love simply means the love of the brethren, love of that character, love that belongs to the circle of those born of God. 

    Then we, come to the incident of Othniel and Achsah, and Caleb presents Achsah as attractive. He says, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife, Judges 1: 12. That is, Achsah is presented as someone who is attractive. If she had no attractions then no-one would be induced to take Kirjath-sepher in order to have her, so that Achsah represents the attractiveness of the assembly. What follows is that she represents the assembly as appreciating the inheritance, but here she represents the assembly as attractive. Othniel is attracted by Achsah. He says, I would like to have her, and in order to have her for a wife he is prepared to take Kirjath-sepher. Achsah represents the idea of the assembly, Gods thoughts regarding the assembly presented objectively in their attractiveness, and there was one in this man Othniel who was concerned to have it for himself. We read and speak a lot about the assembly and it is of God that we should do so, but the point is to have it for ourselves in the good of it, to have it in power. What comes to light in Othniel is the energy of the Spirit, for Kirjath-sepher represents the city of the book and Othniel has to overcome it. He has to overcome any thought that these holy matters regarding the assembly can be entered upon merely by reading a book. Books are all right in their place. The Scriptures, of course, are invaluable, and the written ministry gives us light as to divine thoughts, and is most valuable, but these things by themselves will never put us in possession of the truth. They are there in order to induce in us the energy to go in for it, and the only energy by which divine things can be laid hold of and made our own is the power of the Holy Spirit. Othniel comes forward and takes Kirjath-sepher and the result is that he has Achsah as wife. He is one who is really concerned to apprehend divine thoughts regarding the assembly in its marital relations to Christ. Othniel represents the believer who has the light of the assembly presented in an attractive way and is determined to lay hold of it and that can only be as the Holy Spirit is made full room for. 

    Then Achsah goes further. It says, she urged him to ask of her father the field, verse 14. Othniel is to go further, to be enlarged, and with a view to his being enlarged she urges him to ask of her father. I believe that is what we have suggested by the apostle Paul in the epistle to the Ephesians; as presenting the truth of the assembly in all its attractiveness, he sets us the example in chapter 3 of asking of the Father. For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by His Spirit in the inner man; that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, chapter 3: 14 - 17. He tells us how he asks of the Father that the saints might have enlargement, might have the apprehension of the truth of the assembly, because in order for that we must have the Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith. He speaks of the breadth and length and depth and height, and I believe if we want to lay hold of these things we shall take to our knees and ask of the Father. I am sure the idea in Paul telling us how he bowed his knees is to induce us to do the same. These are the lines on which we shall really get the truth of the assembly into our souls as having power to move in it in liberty and spiritual intelligence. 

    Then Achsah goes further. She does not only urge him to ask of her father a field, but she herself is marked by spiritual energy, she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? She is asking. It may be that Othniel and Achsah suggest what may he taken up in individual exercise on the one hand, and in assembly exercise on the other hand. Let us see that we ask the Father on these lines, not only when together at the prayer meeting, but let us also see that each one makes it a matter of individual prayer to ask of the Father on these lines. Achsah says, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs, verse 15. She recognised the need of the Spirit. She says, You have given me a good land. Who could improve upon the inheritance that God has given us? Let us read the epistle to the Ephesians and see what a goodly inheritance God has provided us, but then we want the springs of water; the upper and the nether springs. The inheritance is to be enjoyed in power and freshness. The upper springs refer to the Spirit of God in relation to all that is unfolded in the epistle to the Ephesians, and the lower springs the Spirit as we have it in Romans in relation to our responsible path here, because if there is any breakdown in practical righteousness there will be no power to enter upon divine things. The more precious the things the Lord opens up to us the more important it is for us to see to our foundations, and what is practical, and to see that the epistle to the Romans has as much place with us as the epistle to the Ephesians. I believe these features of brotherly love and mutuality and the energy of the Spirit, accompanied by continual prayer and supplication to the Father, indicate the lines upon which we may take up our inheritance. 

    In the passages that follow it is a question of certain features that should mark us in dealing with influences that the enemy might seek to introduce that are inimical to the inheritance and would rob the saints of it. I have not attempted to deal with all the judges, I have no doubt that each one represents some feature of importance in this matter of which we are speaking, but I have selected these incidents as sufficient for the present time. So we have this judge named Ehud brought before us. The enemy oppressing the people of God was Moab, which refers, I believe, to fleshly pride and self-indulgence, particularly the latter, for Eglon the king was a fat man and all his warriors were fat, so that he represents that feature of self-indulgence which may easily come in amongst us and is very detrimental to spiritual prosperity. The Moabites had power over Israel and they cried unto God and He raised up a saviour, Ehud, and the power Ehud used for deliverance of the people was, I have no doubt, the word of God; that was what his weapon signified. The dagger or sword had two edges; it was a short dagger and he made it for himself. He made him a sword. If we want to be able to use the word of God in any effective way it is important that we should first see that it has had its effect with ourselves. It is only as the word of God has had its effect with ourselves that we are able to use it effectively towards others. It says in Hebrews, For the word of God is living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do, chapter 4: 12, 13. It is a most important matter to read the word of God in that light. It brings us into the presence of God, and God is the One with whom we have to do, and the One before whom all things are naked and laid bare. Even though one might conceal things from others and even in measure succeed in concealing things from oneself, for The heart is deceitful above all things, and incurable, Jeremiah 17: 9, the heart of the believer is deceitful above all things, not merely the heart of an unconverted person, our own hearts are naturally capable of any amount of deceit, we cannot conceal things from God, and our only safety lies in resorting to the word of God in its searching character. David wrote Psalm 139 as one who knew the searching character of the word of God. He says, Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, verses 1, 2. David was made to feel that when he did such an ordinary thing as to sit down, and when he rose up. God knew what was in his mind, but then did it repel him? It did not; it attracted him. Everyone who desires to go on with the truth is really attracted by the thought of the word of God being capable of making everything known exactly as God sees it, so he says, Search me, O God, and know my heart; prove me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any grievous way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting, verses 23, 24. That is the secret of safety. So that the passage from Jeremiah, where it says that the heart is deceitful, goes on to say, I Jehovah search the heart, I try the reins. It is the answer to the felt need of a soul who wants to have to do with God and to be delivered from the subtle influences of the flesh. He who is wise and wants to go on with God, will continually seek the presence of God that his motives and thoughts may be searched, so that all that is displeasing to God may be made known to him, and we have power in the Spirit to renounce it and go on wholly with what is pleasing to God. If Ehud had been marked by any tendency to self-indulgence he had come to a judgment of it, and so he was able to use the sword effectively in regard to the king. He said, I have a secret word unto thee, O king, Judges 3: 19. It is the character of the word of God, a matter between the soul and God, and the king said, Be silent! And Ehud said, I have a word from God unto thee, verse 20. It is the authority of the word of God and the way God looks at things, and that was brought to bear upon Eglon and he was slain. The true character in its obnoxiousness to God of that which had held the people in oppression is all exposed, and as exposed, the people of God become delivered from it. 

    I pass on to Gideon; his history is a very full and interesting one and I think it has in view the development of manhood, and links with the epistles to the Corinthians. At the end of the history, the kings Zebah and Zalmunna say, As is the man, so is his strength, Judges 8: 21. It is a question of developing manhood according to God. The Corinthians, alas, had not developed in manhood. The apostle had to say that they were babes. At the end of the first epistle he says, quit yourselves like men, 1 Corinthians 16: 13. To be marked by the features of the flesh is a mark of spiritual babyhood. It is not a feature of manhood at all. It shows that the gospel has not been properly apprehended and is not being cherished in the soul. It is an indication of stunted growth if we are marked by the features of the flesh, and the apostle puts it on the Corinthians, quit yourselves like men; be strong. In Gideons day the enemy was the Midianites and the Amalekites, and in the incident in the seventh chapter I want to draw attention to two things that go together in meeting any condition in a locality that is contrary to the truth. The two things that go together are involved in the words, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon! The sword of the Lord represents the authority of the word of the Lord so that the apostle said to the Corinthians, If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment, 1 Corinthians 14: 37. So it is imperative, it has authority, and those who are insubject to it come under the discipline of the assembly. 

    But then there is that which accompanies it to make it increasingly effective, and that is the great power of example. That is what Gideon represents for he says, Look on me, and do likewise, Judges 7: 17. He would set out the great idea of exemplification and that has wonderful power. If we not only state what is right according to the Lords commandments but also exemplify it, there is added power in a way that commends the truth and makes it attractive, and I believe that was what the apostle used in dealing with the state of things in Corinth. He not only wrote his epistle which was authoritative, the Lords commandment, but he also sent Timothy among them, who shall put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ, according as I teach everywhere in every assembly, 1 Corinthians 4: 17. What the apostle wrote to the Corinthians was enforced in a tender, patient, attractive way by the movements of Timothy in their midst. There was the power of the truth set forth in Timothy as he brought to the mind of the Corinthians Pauls ways as they are in Christ. I have no doubt it was this two-edged weapon, the sword of the Lord, and of Gideon, which God, worked to effect the deliverance that came to pass in Corinth. It was the skill of the apostle in setting out what was authoritative, and yet staying away and enforcing the authoritative word by one who set it forth in his ways. You may rest assured that the Spirit of God is with those who are walking in the truth, those who set forth Pauls ways as they are in Christ according as I teach everywhere in every assembly. Every assembly should be marked by the same features, and they are features that are learned from Christ, features of the heavenly One. 

    In the next, incident at the beginning of Judges 8 we have the spirit of Christ in Gideon, and that is another thing that will often save a situation, for this was a situation that arose very suddenly and unexpectedly, and really there was no reason for it at all. It only arose out of jealousy and self-importance of the men of Ephraim; Gideon had given no occasion for it, but the men of Ephraim said, What is this thing thou hast done to us, that thou calledst us not, when thou wentest to fight with Midian? verse l. God had determined who should fight against the Midianites. We know well that first of all Gideon had had thirty-two thousand men and then it was proclaimed that those who were faint-hearted were to go back home and the number was reduced to ten thousand, and then God said that was too many and He would bring them down to the river and try them there. In the end there were only three hundred men and God said, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and give Midian into thy hand, Judges 7: 7. Gideon would have been justified if he had reprimanded them for taking up such an unreasonable attitude, but he says, What have I done now in comparison with you? Are not the gleanings of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer? chapter 8: 2, as though suggesting what God had effected by the Ephraimites was greater than what was effected by Gideon. He meets it in the spirit of going down. He was not there to stand for his own reputation. That was not marking him. If any thought of having or wanting a reputation among the saints begins to assert itself, what about the One of whom it says, made himself of no reputation? Who was entitled to a greater reputation than Christ Jesus? The Scripture says, Let this mind he in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men, Philippians 2: 6, 7, so the mind which was set forth in Christ Jesus is to be found characterising us in our relations with one another. It will be seen from Philippians 2 that the setting of that passage is our relations to one another. The point is how is the flesh to be met, and Gideon shines at this juncture and takes account of what God had effected by the Ephraimites as much more than anything he had done. In lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves, Philippians 2: 3. Well, you might say, Is that possible? It is possible, and only on one line and that is on the line indicated in Philippians, regarding not each his own qualities but each those of others also, chapter 2: 4. You begin to look at the work of God in others, at the spiritual features that mark certain brothers or sisters and you say, They are greater than I am. You see how patient a brother or sister is under trial and you say, He is far more patient than I would be. You see another marked by faithfulness and you say, He is far more faithful than I am. It is not anything unreal at all. It is a question of whether your mind is in that direction, and if so the Lord will show you the value of the work of God in one another and it works out for peace among the saints. 

    Finally we come to Samson, and it seems that what we come to in Samsons history at the close is that he lays down his life for the brethren; that is, that love shines in Samson. There was no other way to meet the position now save that of complete sacrifice of himself for the sake of his brethren and he arrives at that. It is what is arrived at as a result of recovery. We know that Samson had failed and relinquished his Nazariteship. His long hair was the evidence of Nazariteship, being suggestive of a kind of feminine character taken on by the saints individually. They are not here now as moving and acting in their own ability or according to their own will, but they are deriving from the Head, they are holding Christ in their affections and seeking to be kept under His influence, so they take on feminine character. While in the sight of men they surrender their manliness as a true Nazarite does, they take on true power and true piety in the eyes of God, but Samson had surrendered that. He had allowed his hair to be cut, but then it says that the hairs of his head began to grow again, there began to be recovery. He began to be recovered to the true principle of Nazariteship, to be separate to the Lord, to have no one else before him but the Lord, to take character from Christ, and fear moving otherwise than under the influence of Christ. There was recovery. Then there came the time when he says to God, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes... And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines! Judges 16: 28 - 30. He lays down his life for the brethren. It is the strength of love, love never fails. It was something infinitely greater than anything the Philistines could produce, for the Philistine is never marked by love. Samson gives up his life in that way and he slew more at his death than those whom he had slain in his life. It seems to be what is finally arrived at that love is developed among the saints, love that expresses itself in laying down ones life for the brethren. God is labouring at that I believe. Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives, 1 John 3: 16, not the love of Christ but love as the divine nature, what is of God. So in the third epistle of John we read of one man Diotrephes who was the exact antithesis to love. There was no love in him and John the apostle says to Gaius, Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good, verse 11. Then he brings forward a living example in Demetrius, Demetrius has witness borne to him by all, and by the truth itself: and we also bear witness, and thou knowest that our witness is true, verse 12. That is all that John says, but it is a most striking testimony, and by the truth itself, a most remarkable thing. I do not know anyone else in Scripture of whom that is said. It is as though John would say, If you take the truth abstractly as I have given it to you in the first epistle, Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us, chapter 3: 16., and then you look at Demetrius, you find that the two exactly correspond. Measured by the truth itself there was Demetrius exactly corresponding with it. That is what the Spirit of God is seeking to develop among us in these last days, for love never fails, and love is of God. So we find that Samson has greater power when he lays down his life than ever before in his previous history. 

    May the Lord help us that we may claim the inheritance and make it our own in spiritual power, and also know how to meet anything Satan may seek to introduce to rob us of it. 

  
    JUDGES 1 (CAC 6)

    Judges 1

    The book of Judges corresponds more with the present moment than the book of Joshua. In the latter we see how the land was entered upon and possessed under Joshua, who would represent the leadership of Christ by the Spirit through the apostles, securing the possession of the inheritance by spiritual power; but now the question arises as to what will happen when that extraordinary leadership of spiritual power is no longer present. That is the day we are living in. We have not the apostles now to lead us with the power of Christ, and to secure the inheritance to us. That was not intended to be permanent. Joshua grows old and dies, for he represents the order of things that passes away, and the book opens with what takes place after the death of Joshua. 

    The introduction of the book of Judges is important. Down to verse 5 of chapter 2 it is a preface which stands by itself, and it would appear that in this opening section of the book God would show us how things can be maintained when we have no longer apostolic authority and leading amongst us. The first principle is that it is still possible to enquire of God. It is a striking feature which is suggested to us at the opening of the book; the children of Israel asked Jehovah saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? They enquired of Jehovah; that is the first principle of security and of spiritual guidance  the first principle on which the inheritance can be secured. Paul is our Joshua, and in bidding farewell to the Ephesian elders he says, I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and give to you an inheritance among all the sanctified, Acts 20:32. It is a question of being directly cast on God; that is the first principle of security and blessing. In the Spirit of Christ things can be maintained, but it is a spirit of entire dependence. If apostles go, God remains. 

    The outlook of this chapter is that conflict is all before us. The enquiry is how the conflict is to be carried on. The enemies are all present, and it is a question now of how the war is to be carried on. With no Joshua to lead, they are directly cast on God. That is our position; we are directly cast on God, and that is our great security. It would preserve us from all defection. Before the history of failure is given, great principles are set forth that would preserve from failure; if we stand by them they will stand by us. 

    The result of that beautiful spirit of dependence in which they enquired is that God is with Judah. Divine principles can only be carried out in dependence. The more correct my principles are, the more I shall fail if I am not in dependence. There is often a great admixture of self-confidence when a person professes to be so sure of having the Lords mind. It is often divorced from the spirit of dependence and readiness to be guided and built up by the word of His grace. 

    They were directly enquiring of God; there is no priest mentioned here. That is our privilege. We cannot do as they did at Corinth; they wrote to the apostle, and had a long letter back, answering their questions authoritatively. We cannot do that; we have no apostles. We are directly cast on God, and I think it is expedient for us that we have not the apostles. The Lord has told us that it was expedient for Him to go away, and I think it is expedient that the apostles went, so that we might be cast on God directly. It is the rock principle, for possession of the inheritance  to be cast on God. 

    The second great preservative principle is that we recognise the brotherhood. A person might say, I go on with God, but are you going on with your brethren? We must not move without our brethren. While it remains true that we can get everything from God  in an abstract sense everything comes from God, even help from the brethren  but we not only get help from God, but from our brethren. 

    Judah needed help from Simeon his brother. Simeon had something Judah had not, but what Simeon had was necessary to Judahs success in getting the inheritance. It is a great principle of safety for us to recognise what is in our brother. When the Lord was going away He gave us a preservative commandment. He had been the centre for holding them together by the power of His own love, so when He was going away He said that the essential thing for us is to love one another. He would have us recognise the essentiality of the brotherhood. That is the principle that comes, not only into conflict, but into service. Judah showed his affection for his brother under circumstances that added lustre to it, because he had to give up part of his inheritance to Simeon. He had such a big inheritance; but he is quite unjealous of Simeon, because he calls him in as a brother. 

    Judah derived pre-eminence from his prince  Caleb. Caleb is the first man in the wilderness who showed that his heart was wholly set on the inheritance. What was before Caleb was the way Jehovah was moving, and Caleb was wholly following Him in it. The presence of Caleb at the head of Judah gave Judah pre-eminence in regard to the acquisition of the inheritance. It is not here so much a question of faith but of love. 

    Here at the beginning we have these great principles which would safeguard the inheritance dependence on God, and the recognition of the brethren. I need my brethren, and then we have the Spirit as maintaining things in freshness. Historically this incident about Achsah took place before the death of Joshua, and that reminds us that Scripture was written by inspiration. Certain things are put together here morally. If we lose the leadership of the apostles we do not lose God, nor the brotherhood, nor the Spirit of God and what He can do for us; and all these things will enable us to overcome every hostile power. So the inheritance can be fully possessed, even though outwardly it is a day of weakness, and the apostles are gone. It is only through conflict that anything has been maintained; everything connected in any way with the inheritance has been fought for. If we personally have not fought for it, others have had to fight for us. 

    In the book of Judges God said He would leave some of the enemies in the land so that there would be the necessity for conflict. That applies in principle to the church. God will never suffer the inheritance to be possessed without conflict. If we give up conflict, we give place to the Canaanite. Many of our brethren have secured a good deal of immunity from conflict; they have declined conflict, but they have lost the inheritance. Peace at any price is not the way to get the inheritance. 

    When we cease to acquire fresh territory, the enemy will soon turn the tables on us. We see in this book how the enemy turned the tables on them. It first began by their not attacking the enemy, and it is not long before the Canaanite insists on dwelling there; he becomes aggressive. If we are not aggressive the enemy will be. But it is not fighting all the time; a time of conflict is followed by a time of rest. The land had rest for so many years. If there is conflict, then there is rest, for God delights to give rest to His people, so that what is acquired by conflict can be enjoyed, not only possessed. 

    For instance, many years ago, when there was a ministry which sought to call attention to the blessedness of eternal life, that it might not be a mere word to us, but a life of blessedness to be enjoyed, what a battle there was! The question now is, Have we taken possession of what the battle was about? Have we the good now after forty years of what was fought for then? 

    The seven nations represent the complete power of evil, hostile to the pleasure of God in His people. The enemies are not altogether external  the force of all these powers operates through the flesh. Whatever principle of evil there may be, there is that in my flesh that would join hands with it. I have to realise there is something in me that would be ready to join hands and tolerate any evil. 

    Everything goes on victoriously down to a certain point. In verse 19 we see the first sign of weakness: He did not dispossess the inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron. It is the first sign of weakness  to be impressed by the strength and power of what is opposed to you. We ought to be impressed by the sense of the power of God. 

    Caleb was not in evidence then. He did not fail to take possession of his portion of the inheritance. Caleb is separated from the failure, and singled out as one who did not participate in it. It is good to know that Caleb does not die. Caleb is still alive. If Joshua dies, there is no mention in Scripture about the death of Caleb. 

    The upper and nether springs come in in connection with Caleb. His daughter, Achsah, represents the subjective state in the people of God that feels the need of the Spirit. She wanted springs of water. There is something positive about that; it is not exactly conflict, but springs of water are given for refreshment, that the land should be fertile; it is on the positive side. We should not be content to say we have the Spirit. As redeemed, and as believers on the Lord Jesus Christ, we have the Spirit, but we want springs, the flow of the upper and nether springs, and we shall not be preserved from the failure of the book of Judges if we have not the springs really flowing. The great fruit of the Spirit is eternal life; 

    it is the demonstration of what the Spirit can do for the saints. Scripture says that eternal life is of the Spirit. He that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life, Galatians 6:9. Caleb suffers no defeat; he is an overcomer. I trust we are anxious to be overcomers, lest the conflict find us out. If we do not overcome, we shall go under. Caleb never went under, and there is no need for us to go under. The Lord had to point out the sad condition of the assemblies in the book of Revelation, and He faithfully pointed out every defect. We shall see all the features of departure in this book of Judges, but He never left one assembly without an overcomer, showing that a state of things will never be permitted that will swamp what is of God. 

    If I am wrong at one stage I shall not be able to go on to the next. We see here the extraordinary power that there was with the people to deal with an extraordinary power of evil, and they secured things of great importance. Jerusalem was taken, and Hebron secured. It is a great thing to clear away all pretenders and opposers, and to secure a place where the Lords Name alone is to be honoured. Jerusalem in Scripture is the city of the great King, the place where Jehovah would set His Name. Then Hebron, meaning Company, would answer to the truth of fellowship. If we have what is due to the Lords Name first, then we can have the truth of fellowship. 

    What one has proved in the past makes one tremble; and conflict is testing, because it is easy to get into a spirit in conflict which is not of God. We see here that what is of the flesh comes down  the pretentiousness of the flesh even in the region of what is of God. There are things which exalt themselves against the knowledge of God. Such a man as Adoni-bezek had seventy kings under his table. He represents the extraordinary ascendency of the man after the flesh in a sphere which belonged to God, but when he comes to Jerusalem he dies. When what is due to the Lords Name is recognised, all that kind of thing dies. There was no repentance, but he recognised the justice of his punishment, and all those who come under the government of God will have to own the justice of it. God is not mocked. We need not think anything will fail to produce its appropriate fruit. 

    I have been thinking of the epistle of John in connection with Judges. John warns us against the inroads of the enemy, who has to be dispossessed, but he shows that we can have anything we want by asking. Whatsoever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments, and practise the things which are pleasing in his sight, 1 John 3: 22. The Lord says, If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it, John 14:14. He does not say, I will give it consideration, but I will do it. It shows how well we are set up if identified with that Name. Then John dwells on love for the brethren. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren, 1 John 3: 14. It is because we love God that we love the brethren. 

    The fact that a few saints can walk together without human order is marvellous. We can understand people keeping together with conditions of rule or worldly principles  friends, plenty of amusement, social links, etc.  but for people of different characters and temperaments to keep together in the truth is a great marvel; it is the power of God. No power could keep them together but the power of God. 

    We have seen that the failure of the church came in after the apostles passed away; here it is after the death of Joshua. Evidently the first sign of weakness is that they could not drive out the enemy, the inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron; but in the same verse we read that Jehovah was with Judah. The power of God was there, but they did not take account of it, and I believe that was the first defection in the assembly  failure to take account of the power of God by the Spirit. If Jehovah was with His people, what were chariots of iron! They might as well have been made of tissue paper. 

    Judah failed to recognise the power of God as present by the Spirit. That was the initial failure of the church. The Spirit was with the people of God, though dishonoured and ignored. In the earliest writings that followed the days of the apostles, we do not find the recognition of the presence and power of the Spirit. It is a great thing to recognise that the power of the chariots of iron is nothing if God is dwelling in His people by the Spirit. John speaks of it in relation to many antichrists; but then he says, Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world, 1 John 4:4. 

    The recognition of the presence of the Spirit would produce suitable conditions. Does not Paul bring it before the Corinthians on that line? He calls them to recognise the presence of the Spirit as the means to bring about definite suitable conditions. How could anyone recognise the presence of the Spirit in himself or in the assembly, without being powerfully affected? To recognise the presence of God, and not be affected, would be impossible. Even an unbeliever falls on his face; what then about a believer? 

    The children of Benjamin did not dispossess the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day, verse 21. Jerusalem is the city of the great King, and it is the place where Jehovah sets His Name, and it is the place from which the word of Jehovah went forth. So it represents the rights of Christ. The Jebusites represent those powers of evil which would hinder the rights of Christ from being in exercise. They were the old inhabitants. It is not impossible for anything that has come into christendom to come in with us. We are not exempt or immune from anything. We are as much in danger of ignoring the presence of the Spirit as the early church. We know they did, and we are in the same danger, and the rights of Christ as King, Lord, Head, and Son over Gods house, are all set forth in Jerusalem; it is the centre of rule and divine influence. The Spirit is not taken account of now in christendom, and there are influences present which would challenge the rights of Christ. That largely opened the door to evil when it first came in amongst us. The Holy Spirit was only thought of as an influence, and people have prayed that the Spirit may be poured out. He was not only an influence but an absent influence in their thoughts. 

    Think of the rights of Christ as Lord and Head! Christendom is baptised, but what is baptism if there is no recognition of the rights of Christ? See what John says about commandments; we are apt not to think of them, for the word has a legal sound, but it belongs to Jerusalem. Commandment is an important word with John; no writer speaks so much of them. If christendom has departed from them, we have to recognise them as the things that must not be surrendered at any cost. It is love that is in authority; that is why His commandments are not grievous. There is not a single commandment that has not come with the authority of love. The One who commands is the One who died for me. What could be more touching! 

    The first weakness in the assembly after the death of the apostles was a failing to take account of the power of the Spirit there, and the second, in figure, is that there was a failure to dispossess the influences that stood against the rights of Christ. 

    Then, in connection with Joseph, Bethel comes into view  the house of God. They went up against Bethel; and Jehovah was with them, verse 22. It is remarkable that the Spirit of God tells us that Jehovah was with them. It seems to me to accentuate their failure. If Jehovah was with them, why did they want to solicit the help of a citizen, one of the inhabitants of the city? They solicited help from that which they were set to overthrow, and the result was they perpetuated what God was set to destroy. God would have Luz to disappear, and Bethel to be there instead. But the result of their getting help from this source was that another Luz was set up. Would not Jehovah have shown them the way into the city? If we solicit help from the world, we have to repay them. One good turn deserves another. They said, If you show the way we will show you kindness. It was a bargain. This mans affections were not identified with Bethel, but with Luz; he loved the old place, and calls the new city Luz. It was different from Rahab; Rahabs heart had been captured. This mans heart was still in Luz, and he carried it with him; he built a city and called it Luz. He had no affection for the house of God. The soliciting of this mans help perpetuated unto this day what God would have destroyed utterly. 

    Luz means bent, what is not straight. In christendom all the truth of Scripture is bent  all twisted and made to suit man, but in the house of God all must be straight. It has typical allusion to the way the truth has been distorted. If the Spirit is not taken account of, influences militate against the rights of Christ; the next thing is that the truth is bent, and made unsuitable for the house of God, which is the pillar and base of the truth. Scripture speaks of cutting in a straight line the word of truth; the truth is never bent. The idea of what is bent is that you go round about to reach God, and nothing like that suits the house of God. Holiness is there, the truth is there, and it is always straight. The Lord says of Himself, He that is holy, he that is true. Truth is never twisted; it is always straight. 

    The next one we read of is Manasseh. And Manasseh did not dispossess Beth-shean and its dependent villages, nor Taanach and its dependent villages, nor the inhabitants of Dor and its dependent villages, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and its dependent villages, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and its dependent villages; and the Canaanites would dwell in that land. And it came to pass when Israel became strong, that they made the Canaanites tributary; but they did not utterly dispossess them, verses 27, 28. We seem to go down one step at a time. They would dwell, suggesting an exercise of will which is allowed to be in the ascendant, the principle of allowing things to be determined by the will of man rather than by the will of the Lord. What man wishes is accepted as contributory. Help is accepted from the world; that which should be destroyed mercilessly is condoned, and allowed to be contributory. 

    There is a further step in verses 29 and 30 as to Ephraim and Zebulun. It says of each that the Canaanites dwelt among them and became tributaries. If we admit the principles of the world, if we tolerate them, they will soon dwell with us. 

    Then in verse 32 the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land, and Naphtali dwelt among the Canaanites too. In figure the people of God are seen right down at the level of the world; not only are the principles of the world seen in the people, but they are dwelling in the world; it is the decline and fall of the assembly. 

    In Dan the inhabitants have the upper hand, and Dan is driven to the hill country. It is the history of the downfall of the assembly. The power of what is contrary to God is able to drive out the people of God. The hill-country has always been available; all through the dark ages when the world had got into the church, and the church into the world, there were those who lived in the hill country. Zacharias and Elizabeth lived there, and many went to visit them there. How beautifully people can talk who live in the hill country! 

    I think that Luke 1 is one of the most cheering chapters in Scripture. It was at the time when Israel was apostate  everything publicly was in the hands of the enemy, and we find people dwelling in the hill-country, their hearts full of divine actings, and in lowly dependence. These humble people unknown in the religious world, or regarded with contempt if they had been known, have the light of God with them in the hill-country. What God looks for is a poor and afflicted people. Bochim represents the right spirit in a day when the Christian profession has utterly failed. 

    I am not suggesting that Dan should have yielded to the enemy as he did, but simply to indicate that, however great the power of the enemy may be, he will always have to leave the hill country to the people of God. In a day of decline there will always be a hill country. The church histories men have written are the public history; what I want to know, and am expecting to read by and by in the world to come, is Gods church history of the spiritual work carried on in saints, of His own blessed and personal work in the face of all the hostile power of the world, the flesh and the devil; how he kept them in the hill country even in the darkest days, when the power of the enemy was at its highest. 

  
    JUDGES 1 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 30)

    Judges 1:12 - 15

    This incident is recorded in the book of Joshua (chapter 15) which is a book of success, but it is also found in Judges which is a book of failure, bringing it down, as it were, to our own times. What was needed at the beginning of our dispensation is just what is needed at the end of it. Achsah, representing a certain phase of assembly exercise, says, Thou hast given me a southern land. She had the most favoured position, and that should never be out of our thoughts; God has given us the very best. The angel Gabriel said to Mary, Hail, thou favoured one: no one could doubt that she was blessed among women. She had the very best that God could give: she was the chosen vessel to bring into humanity that Holy Thing which was to be called Son of God. But Luke has suggested to us that Mary was one of the assembly (Acts 1) and I believe it is right to say that, though she gave Him birth, she has no better title to Him than any other saint of the assembly. The southern land, as far as we are concerned, is the favourableness of God expressed in His Son coming into the world; The dayspring from on high. 

    But He is now glorified; three disciples were permitted to see His glory on the holy mount; He is now the Beloved and we are graced in Him. We know our place before God in Him. We are sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus. The position is most favourable, set forth in the younger son of Luke 15. What it was to God to have such a Son (our Lord Jesus Christ) in manhood! And now He is glorified. Our place in Him is entirely the fruit of redemption and new creation. 

    This is all so great that it can only be kept in freshness and power in our souls by springs of water. The upper springs would have reference to the purpose or heavenly side of our blessing, the lower springs to the responsible life here. If we grieve the Spirit it is like throwing earth into the springs. If we realised the value of the Spirit, we should be very careful about grieving Him. This is for the enjoyment of the inheritance, so that it would go along with sowing to the Spirit so as to reap life eternal. Use the springs: it is implied that if Achsah got the springs she would use them. 

    The springs of water in this type would go more with John 7  the inheritance is refreshed. It is coming to Jesus as glorified and drinking. It is first inward satisfaction in drinking from this wonderful fountain and then rivers flow out in an affectionate and feeling way amongst the brethren first. The individual believer becomes representative of the house and the throne. The apostles exemplified it. 

    The first sign of weakness was that Judah does not dispossess the inhabitants of the valley because they had chariots of iron, and this although it is said in the same verse (verse 19) Jehovah was with Judah. That is, they failed to take account of the power of God: Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world (1 John 4: 4). The power of the antichrist is very great and he has in his arsenal all the chariots of modern thought, but we are to be overcomers in a greater power. 

    Then the children of Benjamin did not dispossess the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem (verse 21). This seems to be a question of the rights of God, for it was the city of the great King  the place where Jehovah set His name. How soon things come in to challenge the rights of God in Christ. Is Christ entitled to be supreme as Son over Gods house? Baptised to Christ is to own His rights: John speaks much of commandments, and then there are the commandments of the Lord in 1 Corinthians. If I do not own the rights of Christ my baptism is null and void, save as added responsibility. Jerusalem represents the rights of Christ as King and Head. Then the house of Joseph went up against Bethel (verses 22 - 26). They enlisted the co-operation of a man out of the city. If you accept the aid of the world you must show it kindness: Luz means a bend or curve; it is not a straight line. This man loved his city, though he was willing to purchase his own life by betraying it. He perpetuated its name where he went. How many things have got a twist through the help of the world being solicited or accepted! Constantine; the political powers at the Reformation; things retained that have no place at Bethel. Here it is a question of the truth of God. The house of God is the pillar and base of the truth. In Christendom the divine things are there, but they are bent to suit man; but in Gods house all must be straight to suit God: Cutting in a straight line the word of truth (2 Timothy 2: 15). 

    Then in Manasseh we find that the Canaanites would dwell in that land (verses 27, 28). The will of man got the ascendancy and was allowed. Thus even when Israel was strong they made the Canaanites tributary. There was not spiritual power to destroy heathen superstitions, so they were made tributary. 

    Then in Ephraim the Canaanites dwelt among them, as also Zebulun (verses 29, 30). Worldly principles found amongst the people of God and dwelling there  birds of heaven come and roost in its branches. 

    Then the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land (verses 31, 32), and so with Naphtali (verse 33). Now the people of God are in the world. 

    Then finally the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the hill-country (verse 34). They have now fully the upper hand. I suppose the hill-country has always been available  Luke chapter 1. 

    This is the history of the post-apostolic church. In 1 John we get the warnings and the antidotes: we love our brother. Then the world, the many antichrists, the liars, those who lead us astray: whatever we ask we receive from Him. We know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has given to us (chapter 3: 24). Prove the spirits, if they are of God 

    (chapter 4: 1). All that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world (chapter 5: 4). If we ask him anything according to his will he hears us (chapter 5: 14). Many false prophets are gone out into the world (chapter 4: 1). Who soever goes forward (2 John 9). 

  
    MARRIAGE IN THE LORD (CAC 34)

    Judges 1:12 - 15

    We have here the first mention of a marriage in Israel after they had entered the land  not that I wish to dwell on that particular side of things-but rather the spiritual significance it has for us at the present moment. 

    Certain conditions were presented to the one who could have the right to take to wife Achsah, the daughter of Caleb. Such a one must smite and take Kirjath-Sepher (the city of the book). Othniel comes before us in the Scripture as an overcomer. It says, he took it and Caleb gave him Achsah. It is well to take account of this. No one should consider taking up the position of headship to another unless he is an overcomer. Othniel took the city of the book, that is, he overcame all that pertained to him naturally. This worlds wisdom, natural relationships, etc., while having their place, must be subordinate to that which is spiritual and held in relation to the sphere which headship assumes. No one has any right to take the place of headship to another unless he is prepared to refuse every worldly influence. No such influence should be allowed to touch the vessel of which he is head. We get a striking example of this in Othniel. While this is primarily a picture of Christ and the assembly, it applies to every marriage relationship taken up in the Lord. 

    The account given in judges is not quite on the same level as that in Joshua; there it is rather the conqueror going triumphantly through  here it would be more on the line of continued conflict and conquest, not finality but steadily holding that position. 

    How encouraging for our young brother this evening in the new relationship he has taken up! Then for our sister, too, we have a beautiful type in Achsah of a vessel in subjection. As she came, she urged him to ask  what an incentive this would be to a brother to have a wife who urged him to pray! She would bring all her influence to bear to help him to become a man of prayer  although in quiet subjection to the principle of headship. 

    This is how a married sister may take the lead, in urging her husband to pray. 

    She sprang down from the ass. Spiritual energy is indicated here, desire for further blessing. She had already experienced the joy of possessing the south land. She did not ask for more land. She did not need it. 

    When Othniel had conquered the city of the book it became the city of the word to him. The Word speaks of Christ. When God gave Christ He gave all, there is nothing to be added. Achsah knew this, she has spiritual discernment, so she asks for springs of water. She knew that the land would become barren and unfruitful apart from the supply of springs of water. It is possible for our inheritance to become dry and unyielding to us apart from the living springs of water in the Spirit. He alone can enable us to enjoy to the full our inheritance in Christ. Hence what privileges a sister may take up. Here is Achsah urging her husband to pray, seeking further blessing on territory already gained and receiving a full response. 

    In the case of Rebecca  rather a different setting  the vessel loses herself entirely in another, covers herself even from her head, and goes out of sight. But in Achsah, while she maintains perfect subjection, she moves forward in active affection in the energy of the Spirit. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs; the upper springs would suggest the region of the Spirit, where divine operations are continually carried on, and the lower springs would speak to us of the affections of the brethren, that circle of love where our spirits are so oft refreshed. 

    May our beloved young brother and sister know something in their new pathway of these experiences, the upper springs for spiritual wealth, the lower springs for mutual comfort and help amongst the Lords people. 

    A Word given at a Marriage Meeting 

  
    GLORY IN THE ASSEMBLY (JT 11)

    2 Corinthians 8:23; Ephesians 3:21; Judges 1:12 - 15

    I want to say a word about glory; glory is a very great and blessed subject, so great indeed that one could not undertake to deal with it in an address in any comprehensive way. I only wish to touch on it as seen in the assembly; that is, as it is seen in ourselves. It is always well, in speaking of the assembly, not to be too abstract. In some connections we have to be abstract, but we should also have the concrete thought of the assembly ever in view; especially when in some sense it is available in that way. So that, in speaking of glory as connected with the assembly, I speak of it as connected with ourselves. Indeed, in the passage in 2 Corinthians the glory of Christ is connected with two or three brothers who were engaged in carrying the bounty of the assemblies to meet need where it existed amongst Gods people. We can, therefore, readily connect the thought with the saints. 

    Now one desires for a moment to refer to glory according to its source. God is said to be the God of it, the God of glory. The God of glory, (Acts 7:2) we are told, appeared unto Abraham; and in Isaiah 51: 2 we read that God said, I called him alone, and blessed him, showing how God can take up one as a vessel of glory, but He had much more than that one in His mind. I like to think of God saying to Abraham, Now look at the stars, can you number them? Your seed shall be like the stars for multitude. And one star, Paul says, differeth from another star in glory. (1 Corinthians 15:41) Think of the variety in that respect! We read of astronomers finding the stars, this one and that one, and giving them names, but God knows all the stars by name; He knows them all so that one is led to contemplate a vast variety of glories as one thinks of them. He that turns many to righteousness has such a glory as is seen in the stars. And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever, (Daniel 12:3). The stars have their varied glories, one star differing from another star in glory; and the aggregate is seen by David in connection with the whole firmament. The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handywork, (Psalm 19:1). You can see, therefore, what a subject the glory of God is, how diversified, and yet how it is seen, as one might say, relatively in one star. 

    The God of glory appeared to Abraham; He called him alone and blessed him. God can connect His glory with one or with myriads, and hence with the assembly, with which God specially connects His glory. In saying that, I am not overlooking that it had a peculiar place in connection with His earthly people. The apostle Paul, in speaking of his love for Israel, says Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises, (Romans 9:4). These things were not partially connected with Israel; they were connected with Israel in completeness, for the article precedes each of them. But although the glory pertained to Israel, alas! Israel was not a vessel suited to it. 

    The book of Ezekiel becomes a very instructive study for the believer in this respect. It is the book of the son of man, and he has visions of God, and these visions are mainly connected with the glory. He sees the glory, but he sees it ascending from the city, lingering over it before it left, and we have pictured to us the image of jealousy. The city had become idolatrous. The glory had been there, it had come in as in the tabernacle, it had come into Solomons temple and filled it; but now the hearts of the people were turned away from Jehovah, and the prophet is taken in the visions of God to Jerusalem, and there he sees all this dreadful wickedness. And though the glory lingered over the city, it had to leave it. But the glory pertained to Israel, and Ezekiel pursues the subject until he sees it returning from the way of the east, and entering again into the city and into the house in Jerusalem. God has not given up His thoughts in regard of His earthly people, for the glory pertains to them and on the ground of redemption, will yet return to them. But Ezekiel has to see it ascending from the city. The prophet John sees it coming down not to a city but in one; indeed, the city as it descends is said to have it; a very beautiful reference to the abidingness of the glory, to the permanency and fixedness of it in the assembly. 

    Well now, having said so much as to its relation with Israel, I want to show how it is connected with the assembly which is the glory of Christ, and in speaking of the assembly, as I said at the beginning, we are speaking of ourselves. Now glory is first of all a question of subjection to Christ. The woman is said to be the glory of the man, and on that account she is to have a mark of subjection. Dear brethren, may I ask where we are in regard of subjection to Christ? The assembly is subjected to Christ; God has placed her in that position. The man was not created for the woman; but the woman for the man, (1 Corinthians 11:9). The assembly was made for Christ. Do I know that in my soul; that I am set here in subjection to Christ in relation to all the saints? The assembly is subjected to Christ; that is her place, and to move away from that place is to be lawless, for that is the place in which God has set her. That is the first principle of the assemblys position. How is she to be held there? The Lord nourishes and cherishes her; that is His side, for she is to be held there through her affections. Hence, 

    the Lords supper is the full expression of the love of Christ for the assembly: This is my body, which is for you; it is His devoted love for the assembly. He has given Himself for her, and in the Supper He sets before us in a continuous way a testimony to that unchanging love. It is what He is to her. He would hold her in the relation in which God has set her, for God gave her to Him. God has given us to Christ. 

    The first great type of the assembly is very wonderful. God Himself discerned the necessity for Eve; Adam did not ask for her. God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him, (Genesis 2:18). Then He brought her to the man and Adam named her. God set her in relation to Adam, but how could Adam hold her in that relation? The next chapter only too sorrowfully details how she lent her ear to the tempter; exactly what the apostle feared in regard of the Corinthians, in regard of the whole assembly. He says, I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ, (2 Corinthians 11:3). Eve lent her ear to the tempter, and left her place. As in her place she was Adams glory, but she left it, and the result was that Adams glory was gone. What a dreadful result, dear brethren, especially as it applies to the assembly! The assembly moving away from the place given her by God in relation to Christ has resulted in the Lord for the moment losing His glory in her. Christendom presents a terrible picture; we do well to ponder it; that which had been set in relation to Christ, subject to Him, has moved away. Is it because there is anything wanting in the Lord? Ah, He remains, as the word says, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever, (Hebrews 13:8). The Lords supper remains as that which witnesses to His unchanging love. Now, 

    dear brethren, are we subject to Christ? It is in subjection to Christ that His glory shines in us for in subjection to Christ we come into all the benefits of His ministry, the service of His love, so that we are nourished and cherished. 

    The assemblies of which the apostle speaks in this second letter to the Corinthians were in accord with Christ; that is why I read the passage. Certain needs existed elsewhere, and the saints were moved by the love of Christ to render help. They sent money by the hands of certain brothers, and the apostle said, If any inquire about these brothers they are messengers of assemblies, Christs glory; that shows that the principle of giving which is the outcome of love can be taken account of as the glory of Christ. The assembly, as set here in His absence, was intended to reflect what He was; and so the apostle said to the Ephesian elders, Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive, (Acts 20:35). Giving is the reflection of Christ; that is to say, the exercise of love towards one another is the reflection and the glory of Christ. 

    Now, I want to show at this point how, that in the picture we have in Othniel and Achsah, the intelligence of the assembly at the beginning is foreshadowed. I apprehend that Achsah is a type of the assembly in her Ephesian aspect. She comes in in the body of the book of Joshua, as many of you will remember, and the book of Joshua corresponds with the epistle to the Ephesians. It is the book which describes the people entering into and taking possession of their inheritance; and in no case is the interest greater than when Caleb takes possession of his allotment. The history of Caleb is intensely interesting as representing the intelligent faith that marked the assembly at the beginning. So he takes Hebron, dislodging the giants, and then he says, He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife; and Othniel, his nephew, undertakes to take the city, and he succeeds. 

    There can be no doubt that Othniel represents the prowess of Christ in the way in which he overcame the world of books, for Kirjath-sepher (city of the book) represents that. Books have had a great deal to do with the downfall of the assembly; they have a great deal to do today with the corruption of the people of God. There are good books, for Daniel understood by them, and had divine knowledge by them. And the New Testament contains books, and John said he supposed that if all that Christ did were written down even the world itself could not contain the books which should be written. (John 21:25) There is plenty of material for books of a good kind, and we may thank God for every one of them, those that nourish and instruct the saints. But Othniel took a city which speaks of books of a bad kind, and I have no doubt that there is a strong connection between that incident and the triumph of the gospel in the city of Ephesus. It was there that books were brought by their owners, not confiscated, but brought by their owners, and burnt. Evidently the truth had laid hold of their minds and eclipsed, for them at least, the contents of the books. The books were brought and burnt; they were not sent to second-hand stores; they were not fit to be sold or read by any one. If a Christian cannot read a book profitably, then no one can read it profitably; let it be burnt. 

    Othniel undoubtedly foreshadowed the great triumph of God by His apostle in the city of Ephesus, and in that city the assembly came out in its heavenly character. The assembly in Ephesus represented that which was according to the desires of the Lord. He unfolded all His mind to the Ephesian saints; as the apostle said, I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God, (Acts 20:27). In other words, he disclosed to her all the divine thoughts. What a heritage! But the question then was as to continuance, and when I say continuance, I mean not only in intelligence, but in freshness; and to this I want your particular attention. Achsah, we are told, moved her husband to ask of her father a field, but she alights from the ass herself and says to her father, Give me a blessing, for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. That is what the assembly needed, dear brethren, springs! for the point is to continue in freshness, in youthfulness, to continue in the energy of life. 

    Now, on that point, I may remark that the heavenly city, at the end of a thousand years, is as fresh as she was at the beginning. She is seen coming down, and she is called New Jerusalem. That is after a thousand years, but she is still as a bride adorned for her husband. (Revelation 21:2) She has lost none of her youth, none of her freshness; she is still without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing (Ephesians 5:27); that is what she is in heaven. You may depend on it that the vital element is there. But how about it now, dear brethren? What about Ephesus? The Lord, when writing to her afterwards, having spoken of all that He could commend, her works, labour, patience, how she had tried those who said they were apostles and were not, and had found them liars, said, I have against thee that thou hast left thy first love, (Revelation. 2:4). She was true to the doctrine, but she had lost her love; she had left her first love; that is, the freshness and vigour of it; she had lost that. Why? Ah, she had not used the springs. Achsah had asked for springs, and that is what we need; we need that which maintains us in freshness. I commend that word to you. The Lord looks for freshness. There are the upper springs and the nether ones; it is for us to find out what these are in a spiritual way. Whether they are upper or nether, they produce freshness, or rather they maintain us in freshness, and the Lord looks for that. 

    The Lord, at Sychar, spoke about a spring, a fountain. It is very remarkable that that should be found in John and in none of the other evangelists. I think it is intended especially for us. The water, says the Lord, that I shall give him shall be in him a fountain of water. (John 4:14) One recognises, in the presence of the Holy Spirit in ones own soul, a continuous spring, springing up into everlasting life. In the recognition of that there is continuous freshness, and I would urge upon you and upon myself the necessity of taking account of the Holy Spirit in that relation as the means of maintaining us in freshness for Christ, in freshness of spiritual affections. One would greatly deprecate in ones ministry, or in ones speaking to God, anything stereotyped. I recognise spiritual customs, but I would urge the necessity for freshness. 

    As I remarked, there is a continual presentation to us in the Lords supper of the love of Christ in all its infinite depths towards us, and now He looks for the freshness of affection that can only be the product of the Holy Spirit. Every true believer has the Spirit and must see to it that the affections that he gives expression to are fresh and vigorous; that the words are truly the expression of genuine response of heart to Christ. Achsah discerned that that was what was necessary, and so it is remarkable that you have this incident not only in the body of the book of Joshua, but in the beginning of the book of Judges. Any man of faith afterwards would look back to this remarkable woman, and see the necessity of continual freshness. You see that things began to wane when the old men died. Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, (Joshua 24:31). However long they may have lived, in the end they died. We cannot rely on the elders; what we need to look for, while respecting the elders as long as they live, is the fountain in each one, which maintains continuance of affection and continuous fruit for God. I would, therefore, commend to you the desire of this remarkable woman for these springs. She says, Give me also springs of water. And he [Caleb] gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs. What I have been speaking of has reference, I think, to the nether, although I do not attempt to define it. 

    Now I want to refer to Psalm 87, As well the singers as the dancers shall say, All my springs are in thee, that is, in Zion. In other words, in the assembly. The reference is an exclusive one, if you understand me. The assembly is very exclusive, and those who form it are exclusive, and particularly the singers and the dancers; that is, those who say this were supplying the music. We do not draw from the world, all our springs are in Zion. Do you understand that? Any one going out into the world for his supplies soon vitiates his music; it loses its touch. We have to draw upon the resources of Zion; there is enough there; the singers and the dancers say, All my springs are in thee. The Lord has placed in the assembly all that is necessary; it is for us to use what is there, and as we do so there will be the continual song, and the continual dancing. In Luke 15 we have music and dancing; that was as things were at the beginning. In 1 Corinthians 10 we have a reference to Exodus 32, in which it is said that the people were practising idolatry. They sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. Their springs were not in Zion; their energy had its source elsewhere. I would urge the importance of recognising where our springs are; all our springs for singing and for dancing are in Zion; they are in the assembly, and they are exclusive of other elements. I would commend that word to you. If all our springs are there, then we exclude the world; we do not recognise it nor any of its arts or devices. 

    Now just a word in regard of the glory of God in the assembly. I have been speaking of the assembly as Christs glory, and how there is continuance of freshness as we are subject to Christ in the light of the Supper, feeding on His affections and recognising the Holy Spirit. But now the epistle to the Ephesians speaks of the assembly as the vessel of Gods glory, and it is not exactly what is displayed, but what it is to God. The apostle, having bowed his knees to the Father, ends with this. He bursts out into what may be called worship in the light of what the assembly is intended to be and shall be. To him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen, (Ephesians 3:21). What a thought that is to have before our souls! It is one of the many rich thoughts that this wonderful letter affords for the saints, and, in remarking on it, I would urge the importance of reading Ephesians; it is the inheritance. The book of Numbers enjoins that the inheritance should be divided mutually, and, as we enter into what is presented in this wonderful letter, how we love to divide it! The more we are in Ephesians, the more we shall embrace every saint of God in our hearts. I would like, if I could, to tell every saint on the earth what I know of Ephesians, and I only know very little of it. I should love to divide the inheritance with them, and I believe many here would love to do the same. The assembly in Christ Jesus is to afford glory to God for ever and ever. Think of that, what a thought it is to feed upon! I would like to tell every saint on earth, You belong to that in which Gods glory shall be secured, and in which He shall have it for ever and ever. 

    May God bless the word. 
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    BROTHERLY TRAITS (JT 13)

    John 20: 17, 18; Genesis 13: 8, 9; Genesis 14: 13 - 16; Genesis 45: 14, 15; Exodus 2: 11 - 15; Judges 1:3-7; Judges 1:17; Judges 8: 18, 19

    What I have before me is to seek to convey the divine idea of brethren. This term has become very familiar to us. It has ever been so among men. Abel was the first to be called brother, and therefore the term early entered into the language of our race and I suppose now occurs in connection with every branch of the human family. But in modern times it has become familiar in a peculiar way in that it has been made the designation of a certain class of Christians. And as thus used it has been reduced from the high level of John 20 to the level of an ordinary religious designation in Christendom. As thus reduced it is like as a gold ring in a swines snout, as is said in Proverbs 11: 22. My exercise tonight is to seek to lift it in our minds out of that setting into its own proper place according to God. The Lord Jesus Christ has given it a place, for He puts precious things in their own right setting. I hope that tonight, by the Lords help, we may see a little of the setting of this precious stone, as I may so speak of it. 

    It is seen in the John 20 in its most exalted character. A few men known as very ordinary in this world, fishermen and the like, had been drawn to Jesus and had been His companions. On several occasions He had referred to them as His brethren, especially as His mother and brethren after the flesh sought to assert their right to His attention. The Lord was accustomed to speak to small, as to large, companies, and Matthew and Mark tell us that on one such occasion His mother and brethren stood without asking to see Him. It was reported to Him, but instead of relinquishing His holy spiritual service in speaking of His Father and His Fathers things, He continued speaking, and looking around on His disciples said, Behold my mother and my brethren: for whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister and mother (Mark 3: 34). He thus introduced a great moral barrier between the spiritual and the natural. He lifted the term out of the natural into its spiritual setting. So as risen from the dead He sent a message to His disciples by Mary, saying, Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God. He needed not to give Mary a list of the names and addresses, for she well knew where to find them. She knew whom He had in mind. She came to the disciples and told them that she had seen the Lord, and that he had said these things to her. Thus we have the circle delineated, and the term brethren placed in its most exalted setting. 

    Now I want to show from the Old Testament some of the traits of brethren. By these traits we may come to know our brethren and to scorn the applying of the term to a mere religious body. There are thousands of our brethren whom we do not know. It may be their fault, or ours, but they exist nevertheless. It is for us to lay hold of the term and what it applies to, and seek out our relations. Divine love in us would lead to this search for our brethren, to our clinging to them when found, and to the laying down of our lives for them if need be. I believe we should use the Old Testament for the detail it gives us. In the New we get divine directions and statements of doctrine; in the Old we have the definitions. Things are shown there, they are exemplified. Christianity is not simply a system of doctrines, it is also a system of principles and examples. The Lord Himself takes the lead in this, saying, Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. 

    Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me (Matthew 11: 28, 29). He is the Model for us. The Old Testament furnishes us with designed, not accidental, illustrations given with divine care and precision. 

    Let us begin with Abram. The first feature of a brother seen in him is that he refuses to quarrel, he is not contentious. It is said in 1 Corinthians 11: 16, If any one think to be contentious, we have no such custom, nor the assemblies of God. The man was ruled out. Now there was a strife between the herdmen of Abrams cattle and the herdmen of Lots cattle. Abram says, I pray thee let there be no contention between me and the ... for we are brethren. He refuses to contend. Of course you will understand that I am not here speaking of questions affecting the truth. In such cases the brother would be like the lion, and not turn away from any. If it be a question of Christ or the truth, the brother will take a stand at all costs. But when it is a matter of land or other personal interests, or feelings, he refuses to contend. Like Mephibosheth he says, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house (2 Samuel 19: 30). Here Abram says, in effect, If you choose the right I will turn to the left, or if you choose the lift, I will go to the right: under no circumstances let us quarrel. 

    Then Lot is captured, and Abram goes to rescue him. Lot had no claim upon Abram. In choosing the well-watered plain of Jordan he had treated him in a most unbrotherly way. Like Demas he had loved this present evil world. But Abram dwelt by the oaks of Mamre. He was not in the world, he settled by stable things, things that abide. And he was Abram the Hebrew, the separate man. As sure as we put on the initial idea of the brother we shall be found dwelling by stable things. We receiving a kingdom not to be shaken (Hebrews 12: 28). 

    Abram lived in relation to that, and had three hundred and eighteen trained servants born in his house at his command. What headway, what progress, he made! As we take up the exercises connected with the brother, God will see to it that we go on to greater things. But as for Lot, he could not even influence his sons-in-law, who mocked him. He had absolutely no influence. So Abram takes his life in his hands and pursues the enemy and rescues his brother. Lot did not deserve this, and hence we see here the second great feature of the brother  he altogether sinks personal feelings. His brother is value to him, of more value than flocks and herds, though he be a worldly Christian. Abram pursues the enemy a long way, even to Hobah, on the left hand of Damascus. It was a very long way, a great undertaking for the sake of one brother. But Abram was equal to it. How easily we sometimes let our brethren slip through out fingers! A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city (Proverbs 18: 19). Let us then see to it that our brethren do not get offended. Abram must have his brother even if he has to lay down his life for him, which indeed he did in principle. 

    Joseph is the next, representative of the brother born for adversity; not his own adversity, but the adversity of others. He gathers up all that had preceded him and exemplifies the idea of the brother in a more complete way than is seen in any save the Lord Himself. Joseph is a most striking type. He knew love. That is the next great thing. He was loved by his father. When a lad of seventeen his father had made him a coat of many colours; he came in for a peculiar expression of his affection, he was distinguished as a loved one. There are such who stand out among the saints in this way. The apostle John was one of them: he was the disciple whom Jesus loved. It is a delightful thing to get into the company of one who knows love and can convey love. This the privilege of the brother. So we find Joseph, having had keen experience of suffering at the hands of his brethren, now meets them under the most extraordinary circumstances. He is lord of all Egypt, and his brethren come to him to buy corn. He knew them, but they did not know him. How many of our brethren around us we do not know. We are all typically one mans sons, but are of many mothers. Josephs brethren typify the Lords people as found among the systems of this world. We have one common Father, but who is our mother? The mother has much to do with the upbringing of the family. Jacobs family had four mothers. 

    Now we find that Josephs brethren have to confess that they were twelve brethren (Genesis 42: 13). They do not pretend to say, We are. They say, We were twelve brethren ... the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not. What feelings must have arisen in their hearts as they said, one is not. The ten are lined up before their brother as guilty of murder. What will the brother do under such circumstances? You will say, The case is hopeless. But no; let us see what he will do. He was but an Egyptian to them, but in his heart was a deep pent-up reservoir of love towards them. He was so powerfully affected that he wept over them. Here we have another point, love never fails. And in this most extraordinary situation it avails to bring the brethren to repentance. This is one of the greatest of its feats. Love can do it, it never fails. How does Joseph act? He first puts them in prison. A hard man, you say. But he could weep in doing it. This is loves way, the way of wisdom. He also had the silver cup put in Benjamins sack. By these means he brought his brethren to repentance. Judah now says; We have an aged father, and a child born to him in his old age, yet young; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loves him. Ah, the bold, hard, remorseless feelings are giving way to soft and tender sympathies! He says we have a father and we have a brother. This is the result of coming into the presence of Joseph. He can serve them as none other can. And now he can make himself known to them. He fell on his brother Benjamins neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. Benjamin gets the first embrace, the two brothers are brought together in the deepest affection and sympathies. And he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them. Now we have the twelve brethren set up together in the holy bonds of affection. How much this spirit is needed today  the moral power, constancy and faithfulness to serve all the brethren in holy love! 

    Next let us turn to Moses. How he loved his brethren and understood what was comely amongst them. Stephen, in Acts 7: 26, quotes him saying to those who strove together, Ye are brethren, why do ye wrong one another? We find him, though learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, mighty in words and in deeds, the great prince of Pharaohs house, coming down to look upon the burdens of his brethren, the oppressed Hebrews. He sees an Egyptian smiting one brother. We cannot say what his status was, he may have been just an insignificant slave or brickmaker. But he was a brother. His hands may have been hard and smeared by toiling at the brick-kiln. But he was a brother. We read that Moses turned this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. That was one days work. Stephen tells us that he thought they would understand that God by his hand would deliver them, but they did not. Our brethren do not always understand, we have need of patience in serving them. On the next day he sees two of his brethren quarrelling. Of course, one was in the wrong. Moses says, Why art thou smiting thy neighbour? He that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee ruler and a judge over us? You see he had a rebuff for his love. So he has to flee the face of Pharaoh and is exiled forty years in the land of Midian on account of love for his brethren. He laid down his life for them as did Abram. He sacrificed all for them. 

    Now in connection with Judah and Simeon, we find very beautiful brotherly relations existing. They portray brethren dwelling together in unity. Judah was the big influential brother, the leading tribe. He says to his brother Simeon, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him. How this spirit is to be coveted in our warfare with the Canaanites, the spiritual powers of wickedness in heavenly places! If unity comes in the most potent power will be broken. They slay ten thousand of the enemy and find a powerful man, Adoni-bezek. They cut off his thumbs and his great toes, but they do not kill him. Why not? Because it is a question of a moral victory. He is brought to repent and realise that he as to do with God, and not merely with the brethren. There is the power of limitation among the people of God. Unity is imperative. If it is not present Satan will find an opening in the ranks, of which he, the shrewd enemy, will not fail to take advantage. Judah and Simeon fought side by side, and God was with them. No doubt Adoni-bezek is typical of a person exercising an undue influence over the people of God. He says, Seventy kings, with their thumbs and great toes cut off, gleaned under my table: as I have done, so God has requited me. His power of initiative is taken away, and he has to own that Gods hand is upon him. 

    Then he is brought to Jerusalem and he dies. He will never trouble the saints again. This was a great exploit, a great moral victory. 

    Finally, in Judges 8 we have what links up with John 20. Gideon is a type of Christ. He says to Zebah and Zalmunna, What sort of men were they? They say, As thou art, so were they. They were his brethren not merely in name, but also in likeness. They were typically like Christ  each one resembled the sons of a king. Royalty marked them. Gideon says, they were my brethren, the sons of my mother. They did not have many mothers like Josephs brethren. They were all typically Christians walking in the light of the assembly. As the light of the assembly stamps us it gives us heavenly character. In human organisations there may be many true Christians; all have the same Father, but not the same mother. They take character from the human organisations to which they belong. The assembly is our mother, Jerusalem above, which is free; Galatians 4: 26. She gives to the saints a heavenly dignity and liberty. It is the maternal side imparting heavenly character like Christ. If I think of God as Father, that is the link I have with every brother. But many are also the product of human, not heavenly, systems. 

  
    ENERGY IN MUTUALITY (JT 13)

    Judges 1:1-3; Judges 1:9-15; 1 John 2: 12 - 17

    Energy is an element that is always needed down here for the work of God and for the ordinary walk of the saints in their relation to God and to one another; all this requires energy. This energy is to be exercised in mutuality. 1 John refers to energy. If I had read the other section you would see that mutuality underlies this energy. Before writing to the different grades he addresses all on common ground as children; however advanced in experience with God, we all come under the heading of children and are all viewed on that footing. We all enjoy in common the forgiveness of sins for His names sake, and there is much else in common; the youngest as well as the oldest enjoys the sense that his sins are forgiven. Thus a basis is formed for mutuality. This does not imply socialism, or ignore growth and experience in the family of God, but mutuality that respects every increase that exists. 

    Joshua and his service are honoured in this record. Joshua forms a sort of preface and the facts recorded show him in mutuality, he had not held things in his own hands. One of the most baneful things is to hold things; the more spiritual a man is the more he will promote mutuality. Joshua exercised himself wisely in what he laid on the people in view of his departure. After the death of Joshua Israel said to The Lord, Which of us shall go up? The whole people said it, that was unity, no rivalry. There is conflict ahead, territory to be possessed, but which shall go up? This is the fruit of ministry, the fruit of the work of God in the saints; the work of God in the saints brings about a state of mutuality; it is the Lord that is to decide who is to go up. Energy is not the guiding feature; God has set certain in the assembly  God has set them. He is to decide; if there is to be a lead, God is to indicate that. 

    God is in the light. John says, If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another (1 John 1: 7); there is no partiality in the light where God is; that is the true light; there is no respect of persons there, the true light is shed on every man without partiality. This produces a spirit of mutuality. The next thing is, that God is inquired of, Which of us shall go up? 

    Joshua was in the companionship of Moses; he had the great privilege of being Moses minister; he remained in the tabernacle when Moses went into the camp; he was with Moses eighty days on the mount. In Joshua is set out the great principle of companionship; he was with the one who represented the Lord Jesus, with the Lord. He chose those whom He would have with Him. A man like Joshua brought about a state of mutuality in which there was no rivalry. Jehovahs answer to the inquiry was, Judah shall go up. He had the energy; it is blessed to have energy, but more blessed to let God in and to let Him dispose. In maintaining this mutuality Judah said to Simeon, Come up with me. That was right morally; and he says, I likewise will go with thee. That is the situation that Joshua leaves, marked by a beautiful spirit of mutuality, dependence on God and brotherly consideration. There was co-operation on the line of sovereignty on the one hand and sympathy on the other. 

    In 1 John the little children refer to those whose progress is small; they are addressed according to their stature. He says more to them than to any other; he warns them about men, antichrists. Young people are extremely exposed to antichristian influence. You have to go where these men are. There is necessary contact with the world in business life, but watch for the antichrists, those who are against Christ. Beware of companionship with those who hate Christ; the whole fabric of society is against Christ, even the teaching in the schools undermining the simple faith of the child; look out for these men against Christ. When Israel left Egypt God took them by the hand and led them out, yet they walked; they were carried, yet taken by the hand. We can still count on this in regard to the little children. 

    John passes on to young men; and his word is, ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you. Having developed from children to young men, resisting antichristian influence and having the word in them, he writes to the young men because they are strong and energetic. They have dismissed all companionship against Christ, and the word is in their heart, but that energy must be controlled by intelligence and experience. 

    Fathers implies that we respect those that are older. He pays respect to those who have known Christ from the beginning: what is new is not always true. We are to know that which is from the beginning. The fathers have the knowledge and experience that date back to the beginning; they have gone through things, weighed them and connected them with the Lord Jesus from the beginning. John pays respect to the fathers and young people must do that. God has brought in His family and He looks for the respect due to His gradation. 

    Revelation 4: 4 - 6 forms a wonderful setting forth of the energy of life. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, four living creatures, full of eyes. They realise every prompting of the throne, cognisant of all that is taking place there. The twenty-four elders manifest the dignity and repose of those who know the mind of the throne. When the four living creatures render tribute, then the twenty-four elders respond with a reason for it, saying, for thy will they were, and they have been created. 

    In Judah the energy existed and Achsah becomes the expression of it. She moved her husband, but she moved him in the right way. Wives need to heed this. Instead of going direct to Caleb she moved her husband to go. Caleb is emphasised in Joshua, calling attention to his energy. Christianity is not a place for heroes. The mother of Zebedees children shows how the natural may supersede the spiritual; she is not called Zebedees wife, but the mother of his children; she should have moved her husband, but she goes to the Lord herself and the result is division. The Lord answers her gently, but addresses His question to her sons, Are ye able? Then is brought out His place in subjection to His Father and His Fathers sovereign right to dispose of the honours. The division came in when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two. The mother loved and respected the Lord, but the natural was greater than the spiritual. 

    It is good to see Achsah moving her husband there is no spirituality to be taken account of in a woman that disregards her husband. Thus Achsah came to her father; in deference to one like Caleb she sprang down from the ass. The principle is energy, but energy regulated rightly, the energy of the Spirit. She had a spring in her; she used the spring to humble herself in presence of his dignity; she did not ask sitting on her ass, but she used her energy to humble herself and honour him. The spring was necessary in the very brightest day. In John 4 the fountain springs up to God: that is energy. 

    Energy is necessary to worship God: nothing is more distasteful to God than stale things. He looks for persons coming to Him with the spring in their soul. My heart is welling forth; that which goes up to God: a spring, the upper affections; My heart is welling forth with a good matter. The early church had a spring. Achsah calls attention to what is necessary, the upper and the lower springs; we should be in energy as we draw near to God, also to man. Achsah had the spring in her, but it had to be regulated, and her father gave her the upper springs and the lower springs: this is what follows, the state regulated by intelligence. 

    There is great need for energy, never greater need; some say that the whole light has come out and that we have it all. But, beloved, there are spots in the land that we have not yet touched  the most spiritual of us have scarcely crossed Jordan. God was with Judah, He marked them off as successful in their warfare, and God will be with us. 

    Energy is to be regulated by intelligence; the saints being in entire accord with God, their compassions flow out, as rivers of living water; John 7: 38. The Holy Spirit would beget in us compassion as to the need around us. The little that I have will be used of God and enlarged. The final word in Revelation 22: 17 is, And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take the water of life freely. The need around is taken account of and the word is let him take the water of life freely. May God bless His word. 

  
    THE WARS OF THE LORD (7) (JT 17)

    Judges 1:1 - 20; Judges 4:1 - 9

    JTAttention was called to a statement in this book, namely, the wars of Canaan. It says, And these are the nations that Jehovah left, to prove Israel by them, all that had not known all the wars of Canaan; only that the generations of the children of Israel might know war by learning it, at the least those who before had known nothing thereof, (Judges 3:1,2). It is therefore important that we keep this passage in mind in considering the subject before us. 

    The wars of Canaan have a peculiar place, and those who did not experience them were at a certain disadvantage; hence the book of Judges has in view a great change of circumstances in relation to war. Correspondingly, unless we understand something of the wars of Canaan, we too are at a disadvantage, and if God allows subsequent wars, it is that we might know war by learning it. To this end certain Canaanitish families were left in the land for Israels and our profit. The principal battles, as we saw last time, were Jericho, Ai, Gibeon, and Merom. The battle of Gibeon (chapter 10), is outstanding in the sense that heaven directly intervened, God hearkening to the voice of a man. 

    JSSpeaking of the wars of Canaan, is this character of conflict brought about by Satan disputing our right to the heavenly inheritance? 

    JTThat is right. As partakers of the heavenly calling we dispute his right to be in heaven; hence the Canaanites who were in the land of promise had to be overthrown. This anticipates the war in Revelation 12, in which we learn that Satan and his angels are to be literally cast out. At the present time it is the attitude the saints take and what is brought about in us as a consequence, by the power of God. We apprehend our place in the heavenlies  are seated there anticipatively  and are not darkened by satanic influence. 

    FLWhat is the distinction between the wars of the Lord and the wars of Canaan? Is the latter a consequence of the former? 

    JTI think the wars of the Lord are properly wilderness wars. The term is found in Numbers 21, the book of Numbers referring to the wilderness. Of course we regard the wars of Canaan, too, as the wars of the Lord, only that the distinction, which may be made for our profit, is that the wars of the Lord, as in the wilderness, contemplate Romans and Corinthians, whereas the wars of Canaan contemplate Ephesians peculiarly. We find the title Lord in relation to Ephesus in Acts 19. It has a great place there as corresponding with the captain of Jehovahs host in the book of Joshua. 

    JHESo our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities, etc. (Ephesians 6:12). 

    JTThat is the heavenly warfare, and is exactly what is alluded to in the wars of Canaan. 

    AFMSo in Ephesians 6 we are exhorted to be strong in the Lord. Would that be a similar thought to the captain of Jehovahs army? 

    JTYes. It is the Lord militarily; whereas the Lord in Romans and Corinthians has more to do with ourselves, as subduing us, and establishing authority over us. In Ephesians it is the Lord as dealing with the powers of darkness in the heavenlies. 

    AFMIn Ephesians 6 we are exhorted to stand, having accomplished all things. Does that imply that the territory had already been taken? 

    JTI think so. The allusion is to heavenly ground taken in a moral sense by apostolic power, 

    the apostles took the territory, and I think that Joshua 10 alludes to a man in Christ. It is the place that man has in the conflict as corresponding with Pauls ministry. 

    ANWWhat part of the Ephesian armour suggests aggressive warfare? 

    JTThe sword, I think. 

    ANWIs there any other part? 

    JTWell, the feet shod with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace, and prayer. The armour is defensive, but the sword is offensive, and the feet shod with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace contemplates a forward movement  the acquirement of heavenly territory. It is not merely that I am forgiven, but that I might be acquired for heaven; I belong to the elect. 

    AFMWhy is it the preparation of the glad tidings of peace? 

    JTIt is characteristic of Ephesians. Peace between God and men, and peace among men is the result. 

    FLThe feet shod with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace is followed with the prayer that the apostle might be enabled to make known the mystery of the glad tidings. That would go beyond the proclamation of the forgiveness of sins. 

    JTThe mystery would involve the heavenly side, in view of which he was labouring. 

    WB-w2 Corinthians 12 brings forward a man in Christ. Is that preparatory to taking the heavenly territory? 

    JTThat is what I thought; a man in Christ involves Pauls ministry, indeed, the conquest of Canaan involves his ministry; it is the heavenly side of the truth, and therefore Joshua 10 has a unique place. The attack at Gibeon was not directly against Israel, but against persons who were in covenant relation with them. Whatever the circumstances the Gibeonites were now on the side of Gods people. 

    CAMConnecting 2 Corinthians 12 with Joshua 10 is very interesting; Pauls day, in a sense, is lengthened out. 

    JTYes. It is Pauls day that is lengthened. It is he that contemplates the world in reconciliation. The lengthening out of the day points to the lengthening out of the dispensation, the acceptable year of the Lord. 

    FLIt is very beautiful, is it not, to see that such people as the Gibeonites are in covenant relation; they are entitled to the protection of the God of Israel? 

    JTAnd they were attacked accordingly by the combination of these five Canaanitish kings, which brought on the great battle of Gibeon, and disclosed the place man had. Joshua was not simply the military leader, but a man who had influence in heaven. 

    WB-wThe Gibeonites would represent the Gentiles coming in under Pauls ministry. 

    JTYes, corresponding somewhat with Ruth. 

    CAMBehold, he is praying (Acts 9:12), would be a wonderful start to Pauls day; God listening to the voice of a man. 

    JTQuite so. Showing the great power that man has in heaven. 

    JTJrIs there any link between those reigning in Corinth and the kings in Joshua? 

    JTIt is remarkable the prominence that kings have in Joshua. Israel overthrew thirty-one kings. The apostle was aiming at the overthrow of the reigning element at Corinth. 

    AFMWould Jericho set forth something significant inasmuch as Israel overthrew it at the beginning of Canaan warfare? What does Jericho specifically stand for? 

    JTIt illustrates the world as entrenched in men, who discerning the great power that has come in by the gospel and the presence of the Spirit here, seek to resist it; this opposition brings into evidence the power of the testimony, in overthrowing the world in mens souls. 

    WB-wIs the antitype of this seen in Acts 2  Peters preaching was used to the conversion of three thousand in one day? 

    JTYes, the world was overthrown in them; its authority was destroyed by their acceptance of Peters word and by being baptised. They continued steadfastly, we are told, in the apostles teaching. The teaching of the world is henceforth renounced. The teaching of the apostles represents the authority of God, and they persevered in the fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers; these things and the other things beautifully mentioned following, showed that the world was overthrown in them. That is the idea, I think, and the Lord added to that. 

    APJericho was accursed, which meant destruction. Does it connect with the thought of Anathema Maranatha in the New Testament? 

    JTYes, it was morally ended. It is only a question of time; the five kings in chapter 10 were hanged on trees, and Israels captains put their feet on their necks. The world in that way is anticipatively overthrown; in due time it will come to pass literally. 

    APThere are two divisions in chapter 10, one is when Joshua came up from Gilgal and then when he went back to Gilgal. That has to do with the general defeat; but the death of the five kings is treated separately. What would you say about that? 

    JTIt makes clear that there was no thought of relinquishment in Joshuas mind until the victory was completed; hence the kings are dealt with as representatives of the Canaanitish element. 

    FLWould this matter of judgment be seen in what is overthrown in the souls of men by the power of the Holy Spirit? In John 16:11 it says, of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

    JTI think that is what is meant. The Spirit would bring in a demonstration of that. And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment, (verse 8). That is, He brought in a demonstration in those converted, the thing was manifestly there. I think that is the idea in the book of Joshua, in type, the world is overthrown in certain ones, and that is sufficient to establish the principle. 

    ANWWhen you speak of the power in Man in the heavens, have you the thought that Christ ascended on high and led captivity captive? 

    JTThat is what I understand. Psalm 68 would refer to that. It is brought in in Ephesians, Thou hast received gifts in man (verse 18); that is, the power given is greater than the power of Satan. 

    FLIn other words, it can only be understood in connection with Man in the Person of Christ in exaltation. 

    JTOur being brought into warfare shows that we are no longer babes, but take part in the war as men. 

    WB-wHave you any thought about the five kings being hid in the cave? What would the cave represent in Pauls ministry? 

    JTIt suggests what is very ignominious. They are imprisoned alive and then hanged, and then the captains put their feet on their necks. It shows the utter abhorrence of what they represent, and Joshua kept that in mind at the victory. We are apt to neglect at the time of victory the feelings suitable to that occasion, but Joshua fully executed the curse as a witness to the mind of heaven. 

    WB-wThe God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly, (Romans 16:20). 

    ANWThe Lord says, I beheld Satan as lightning falling out of heaven, (Luke 10:18). That would convey the mind and judgment of heaven. 

    JTThe word falling would show how ignominious the fall would be. 

    FLActs 19 gives a magnificent display of spiritual power in overcoming the elements of demon worship and the like, which illustrates that of which we are speaking. 

    JTThe seven sons of Sceva were treated most ignominiously; they represent the perfection of satanic power. Acts 19 corresponds antitypically with the book of Joshua, especially chapter 10. Great power was manifested in Ephesus; even napkins taken from Pauls body caused diseases to depart and demons to go out. 

    FLIt is stated in Acts 19 that the image of Diana fell down from heaven, but in regard to the Lord He came down. 

    JTYes, and the assembly in the Revelation is seen as coming down. 

    JSWith reference to the scriptures in hand, what would Adoni-Bezek represent? 

    JTThat leads us on to Judges. It is well to keep in mind what was remarked in relation to chapter 3, that the wars are educational in Judges, to remind us that we have to learn war, especially as coming in after apostolic times. We have to admit that we do not know much of the wars of Canaan. Adoni-Bezek was a man of great power, but he owns the judgment of God upon him, which is somewhat in keeping with Rahabs attitude. He is deprived of his power, but not put to death. This reminds us that discrimination is to be used in dealing with our enemies. 

    CAMReferring to learning war by those who before had known nothing thereof  does that bring it down to the present day? 

    JTYes. It is well to accept that we are not in apostolic times. 

    CAMSo that church history is not complete until all have learned something of war. 

    JTYes; the Canaanitish element is allowed to continue to this end. All the wars of Canaan are found in the book of Joshua; we must become conversant with all of them. 

    CAMYou were saying that wars in Judges were not on the same dignified plane as the wars in Joshua; but I suppose the variety in this book would show how very educational they are. 

    JTIn Judges you have no general or leader such as Joshua. The angel of the Lord leaves Gilgal and goes to Bochim, which shows that we are on lower ground, and God takes up one after another sovereignly. The book begins with the fact that Joshua is dead. 

    ANWMuch of chapter 1 is taken up with what they did not dispossess. Does that confirm what you were saying? 

    JTI think that is what we find, speaking generally. The house of Joseph took Bethel, but after Judahs success, it is what the people failed to do. 

    FLIs there any significance in Jerusalem being brought in and dealt with? 

    JTIt is an important item in the position. What particularly stands out in chapter 1 as encouraging is that the people still recognised Jehovah. They were not yet choosing leaders of their own; so that the position generally is wholesome. 

    FLIt is not contemplated that any believer would count himself out of these exercises. Every believer should have an interest in the wars of Canaan. 

    JTYes, and the children of Israel are subject so far; they ask Jehovah as to leadership and He gives Judah first place. The next thing seen is that Judah is brotherly; he asks his brother Simeon to go with him. 

    JTJrIs that illustrated in Peter  first ... Peter  he and John went up together to the temple? Is that the brotherly element? 

    JTYes; what a beautiful combination these two made! 

    JSIn Luke 9, the twelve are sent out, corresponding with Joshua; in Luke 10 the seventy are sent out. Would that agree more with our day? 

    JTYes, it is an additional provision, involving, I suppose, a sense of responsibility, the Spirit supporting it. That goes on to the end. 

    APIs it not interesting when you come to the sovereign side in 1 Corinthians, that the gift of governments comes in there rather than in the letter to the Ephesians? 

    JTYes, that was needed at Corinth. 

    FLIt is beautiful to see in Peter and John, in the early chapters of the Acts, the brotherly way in which they worked together. 

    JTAnd then to observe the mutual result after their great service and great suffering in chapter 4. It says, they came to their own company; that is, they sought the company of the saints and merged there, so it is not now Peter and John, but the apostles. That is the brotherly spirit, so that however distinguished you may be, you are glad to return to your own company and merge with them, those whom God may be using; in that way you are preserved from ambition and a desire for prominence. 

    ABPWe also have the word of Ananias to Saul, brother Saul, and later the linking of Barnabas and Saul, and still later the selecting of Silas by Paul. Would these instances further illustrate the brotherly spirit? 

    JTYes. You get it in the epistles also; those to the Corinthians particularly emphasise the brother. 

    CAMTo refer to the wars in Judges again for a moment, there is a decline in the history of that book, so that it becomes very individual at the end. 

    JTYes, after the first chapter individuals come into prominence, inclusive of Deborah and Jael, women who acquire prominence in the war, but the Spirit of God, I think, brings forward at the outset certain circumstances, which existed later than what we get in chapter 3, in order to give us a good start. He brings certain things forward for our encouragement, which is always a great thing in warfare, because we are so apt to be discouraged. Paul says, if there be any virtue and if any praise, think on these things, (Philippians 4:8). That is an important matter in warfare, especially in these days, because the enemys aim would be to dishearten those who lead in it, by the adverse happenings. 

    JSA right objective is needed, as seen in Judah, who said to Simeon, Come up with me into my lot. 

    CAMIt was just opposite to the way Adoni-Bezek had conducted his war. He evidently deserved what he got. 

    JTYes; although he was a man not to be despised, because he bows to the government of God. This I think should be linked with the moral power that would mark the brotherly combination of Judah and Simeon. They brought him to Jerusalem, where heavenly influence would prevail. 

    JSHe recognises that the government of God against himself is right. 

    JTYes; he calls to mind what he had done with the seventy kings  he was a ruthless sort of man  and yet he justifies the government of God. 

    FLSo that he dies, so to speak, in the circle of the saints, as under the government of God. He was as one brought back to the proper place in Gods dealings. 

    JTSpeaking in a spiritual sense, one can die easier in Jerusalem than elsewhere! 

    AFMIn this book of Judges some leading thought prevails. In which part of the book is this seen? 

    JTI think the highest level is chapter 1. This level is later reached by individuals perhaps, but you have a collective level in chapter 1 which is not reached afterwards; it is seen in the place Judah has; we have to remember that Genesis gives him the royal place. It involves the sovereignty of God and I believe that is what stands out in this chapter and gives an excellent start: we are on the ground of Judah  the sceptre will not depart from Judah ... until Shiloh come, and to him will be the obedience of the peoples. 

    FLCaleb and Achsah follow on in the spirit of that. 

    JTYes. The spirit of Judah is seen in them; Othniel develops, I think, into the characteristic military leader of the book. He is one of the leaders upon whom the Spirit came, in fact, it says, the Spirit was upon him; (chapter 3:10). It is a feature to look for; victory can only be accomplished in the power of the Spirit; Achsah his wife had the right idea in asking for springs of water, which imply the Spirit. Caleb, her father, had a great appreciation of the inheritance. He was a man of another spirit, and had wholly followed the Lord; being a family man, his daughter knows how to speak to him, and knows that he has resources. Her husband needed those great resources, for he had to meet the king of Mesopotamia, the land of two rivers, involving resources; Othniels hand therefore prevailed against him. 

    WB-wWould Othniel represent the overcomer? 

    JTI think he does. His family setting, both in regard to his wife and father-in-law, helped him in this. The family of faith and its resources are represented in Caleb. 

    JTJrOthniels wife urged him in the right, not in the wrong direction; she urged him to ask her father for the field. 

    JTThat is a good word for all wives, for they should help their husbands in the spiritual direction; she asked for springs of water from her father. 

    ABPThere is no hope of reclaiming Christendom today, but we must hold tenaciously to the household, must we not? 

    JTYes, and the distinction Joseph has in chapter 1 is in that connection  the house of Joseph is mentioned twice and in securing Bethel, Jehovah was with them and they let go the man and all his family who aided them in the enterprise. 

    AFMYou spoke of the house of Joseph exhibiting peculiar strategy at Bethel. 

    JTYes; they sent to search out Bethel; now the name of the city before was Luz. And the guards saw a man come forth out of the city, and said unto him, Show us, we pray thee, how we may enter into the city, and we will show thee kindness, (verses 23,24). I think we ought to notice the man and his family, and how the house of Joseph secured the house of God through the man. The family idea seems to have a place in the chapter, as in Caleb and then in Joseph. Joshua, who was of the house of Joseph, had asserted the principle of the household of faith before his death; (Joshua 24:15). 

    CAMI suppose this would link with what happened at Jericho: this man being saved and his house, Rahab having had the same experience. 

    JTShe, however, dwelt in the midst of Israel, but the man in Luz did not. 

    APIt is interesting that not only is the man saved, but his family. Will you say some more about that? 

    JTIt is an important subject, we were noticing in Exodus 12 that the general instructions in regard to the passover provides for the salvation of the firstborn, but when Moses presents the thing, he epitomises and also puts in words that do not appear in what Jehovah said to him; that is, he is the minister and brings the truth to the people so that they can understand; he gives a spiritual fulness to his communications, and further says, your houses are to be saved, not only your firstborn. 

    APIn view of going to Bethel, Jacob told his household to put away their strange gods and cleanse themselves. 

    WB-wThe man went into the land of the Hittites, and built a city, and called its name Luz, which is its name to this day, (verse 26). 

    JTEvidently he did not follow up his advantage, for he went back to the old name. He did not appreciate the house of God. 

    FPReferring to Caleb as giving character, we might call attention to what he said to Joshua, And Moses swore on that day, saying, The land whereon thy feet have trodden shall assuredly be thine inheritance, and thy childrens for ever! for thou hast wholly followed Jehovah my God. And now behold, Jehovah has kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years, since Jehovah spoke this word to Moses, when Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. I am still this day strong, as in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in. And now give me this mountain (Joshua 14:9 - 12). It is beautiful to see how all this shines in Judges 1. 

    JTYou have rich thoughts throughout the chapter, and if we cherish them, we shall maintain the high level that God intends, so as to be in keeping with the wars of Canaan. 

    AFMWhile the man at Luz failed to live with Israel, the children of the Kenite went and dwelt with the people. 

    JTYes; evidently they dwelt with the children of Judah. Compare their later history (chapter 4); 1 Samuel 15:6,7; 1 Chronicles 2:55; Jeremiah 35. 

    JSIn verse 19 we see that Judah took possession of the hill country, but did not dispossess the inhabitants of the valley because they had chariots of iron. What would you make of that? 

    JTIt was to their discredit. I suppose they were not fully equipped, although they could have been. Chariots of iron were overcome later in the army of Sisera. Then Sisera gathered together all his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, (chapter 4:13). He was overthrown, so it was not creditable to Judah that they did not overthrow these enemies. Jehovah was with them, however, in taking possession of the hill country. 

    ARWould the rich thoughts of chapter 1 be further seen in the selection of Othniel in chapter 3? He took Kirjath-sepher. 

    JTYes; he overcame the city of the book. That is what is to be noted, too, in warfare, the avoidance of reading matter that deadens our souls. That is a great detriment in spiritual warfare. Othniel would avoid all that would defile and deaden his soul. I think he represents a man of resourcefulness because he had to meet the king of Mesopotamia, Syria of the two rivers. In natural territory rivers afford resourcefulness. It says he judged Israel and went out to war, and the Spirit was upon him, implying, I think, that he is the outstanding military leader of the book of Judges. 

    CAMI suppose we have to appreciate the victories in the Acts in order to achieve victories today. 

    JTYes, the reading of the Acts of the apostles fills your soul with great and rich thoughts, they stand us in good stead, in the isolated conflicts of our times; it is a great thing to have our souls nourished with the rich thoughts of apostolic times. 

    FLAt Ephesus the books were burned, and a new and precious literature replaces them. 

    JTYes; following on the record of the burning of the books it is said: Thus with might the word of the Lord increased and prevailed, (Acts 19:20). 

    JHEHow would you regard the Jebusites; (verse 21)? 

    JTThey represent the enemy, I think, in the place (Jerusalem) of light and rule. 

    JHEIs it not remarkable that Paul was a Benjamite, and the Philippian jailor calls for light? 

    JTThe Jebusites would be in a position of darkness really, because if the world looks in the wrong direction for light, it gets darkness. We read of the universal lords of this darkness, (Ephesians 6:12). In Paul you have light. The Philippian jailor asked for lights. He had been influenced by the Jebusites before. Being a government man, he would be ruled by the principles of Rome, whereas now he wants light, and he gets it. That would be like the overthrow of the Jebusites in his soul. 

    CAMThe Jebusites really waited until Davids day before they were dealt with. 

    JTYes, quite so. Jerusalem was not properly taken until then, but, as remarked, it comes in here significantly. 

    ABPThe light the Philippian jailor received seems to connect with the house of God and the circumstances surrounding it. He was told that he would be saved  thou and thy house. 

    APThe Macedonians were looking in the right direction for light: the man in the vision asked Paul to come over and help them. 

    APTWhat you said encourages in connection with occupation with what would not lower the standard. I was thinking of Paul in the end of 2 Timothy; he is buoyant in overcoming! The enemy was against him, but he says, the Lord stood with me, and gave me power, and further, The Lord shall deliver me from every wicked work, and shall preserve me for his heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory for the ages of ages. Amen, (chapter 4:18). Would not that sustain us despite the enemys attacks? As good soldiers, we should be occupied with what is positive. 

    JTYes; victories in the military field should certainly have as great a place as defeats; what one finds in the constant battles of every day is, we are apt to think of the things that are against us, instead of thinking first of what is for us. I believe that is what Paul meant, to be occupied with what is good and in our favour. 

    FLAlthough there may be education, there is no encouragement in defeat. 

    RDGJoshua and Caleb in searching the land were occupied with what was good. 

    JTCaleb stilled the people, and told them of the good  a very fine service. 

    ARIn regard to maintaining the high level, the apostle says, And the things thou hast heard of me ... these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also, (2 Timothy 2:2); then he says, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ 

    (verse 3); would that be the idea of a soldier maintaining the truth as he had heard it? 

    JTQuite so. 2 Timothy fits in with Judges; it is to make us good soldiers. The things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, reminds us of what we were saying about the wars of Canaan, the positive things of apostolic times. How great a thing it is to have our souls nourished in the thoughts, even if we cannot have fully the actual things conveyed! 

    FL2 Timothy is really a counterpart of Judges. I was thinking of Othniel. 

    JTIt is. The intent of that epistle is to make good soldiers of us. The first great and good soldier presented is Othniel. It says, Jehovah raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother, (chapter 3:9). The name of saviour is very remarkable as applied to one man in those days. Then the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him. Usually the Spirit came upon a person in view of service, but, with Othniel, as with Joshua, the Spirit was there, that is, he follows on Joshua properly as being the same kind of man, a man in whom is the Spirit (Numbers 27:18) was said of Joshua; of Othniel it is said the Spirit ... was upon him, (Judges 3:10). Then the next man after him is Ehud, who represents, I think, one skilled in the word of God. 

    FLHe was armed with a sword? 

    JTYes, of a cubit length; it was definite measure. He knows the kind of weapon he has and uses it accordingly; the full measure of what he had is used, so that it entered into the man and accomplished the result intended. The idea is to get the word into people so that it works effectively. 

    AFMHe made him a sword having two edges of a cubit length. He did not borrow it! 

    JTYou can see how that would correspond with these rich thoughts we have been speaking of in Ephesians, the sword of the Spirit is the word of God. 

    FLWith a sword of eighteen inches you would have to get very close to the person to use it. 

    JTIt was not a conflict at a distance. 

    ANWHe says, I have a word from God unto thee, confirming the character of the sword he had. 

    ARThe king that he overcame was a very fat man. Would you say a word about that? 

    JTHe would be a very fleshly-minded man, a man that lived after the flesh; and his soldiers were like him  all fat. They all fell  ten thousand of them. 

    JSThey took their ease. 

    JTLike Moab, who had not been emptied from vessel to vessel. They were undisciplined people, very difficult to overcome, but Ehud was in the power of the word of God and employed careful strategy. He must have been a man of great balance and thoughtfulness. 

    RemWhy does it say he was left-handed? 

    JTTo show that he was an irregular sort of man; he is not typical of a college man, a man trained for the ministry; but his very irregularity gave him an advantage. 

    CAMGod takes up the most unlikely for His work. 

    APIs there not a certain kind of irregularity all through this book suggesting that we should be prepared to meet all opposition? 

    JTQuite so. Unlikely persons taken up. 

    AFMEhud was bound as to his right hand. He was not a man from the seminary, or regularly educated. 

    FLThe character of Eglon, who met his doom here, is seen in Philippians 3:19: whose end is destruction, whose God is the belly. 

    ARThrough the overcoming of this element, the land had rest eighty years. 

    JTAnd Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest eighty years, (verse 30). It shows how great and far-reaching the victory was. Then the next man is Shamgar, who slew six hundred Philistines with an ox-goad  another unlikely weapon of warfare. 

    FLIt was very unique. 

    JTQuite so. You have to judge these weapons by their results as used; you may criticise a mans methods, but he does the work needed. The ox-goad, I suppose, would mean a man of experience, involving discipline; the ox knows the goad, it keeps him in his place. Power lies in keeping in the place that God assigns us. 

    APYou would have in mind the household and ones position in it, the ox-goad was used evidently on the farm. The ox knoweth his owner. 

    JTI think the thought is that Shamgar himself was a disciplined man. 

    AFMSaul of Tarsus was not a disciplined man. He kicked against goads. 

    ABPBut later he says, I buffet my body, (1 Corinthians 9:27). 

    JTI think that is implied here lest after having preached to others I should be myself rejected. He had power as disallowing the flesh and retaining the place assigned to him by the Lord. 

  
    WOMEN IN THE BOOK OF JUDGES (JT 30)

    Judges 1:14,15; Judges 4:4 - 6; Judges 8:8; Judges 8:18,19; Judges 13:22,23

    The book of Judges affords much instruction for the people of God at the present time, and not the least feature of it is that set out in these women of whom I have read. Women, in the sense of which I speak, usually represent the Spirit of Christ working in the saints, in the assembly or in the members of it, referring to the important necessity in us of subjection to Christ, without which we shall never correspond with the teaching set before us in them. It is said that the assembly is subjected to the Christ, Ephesians 5:24. No doubt in a general way she is subject, but the force of the word in Ephesians 5 is that she is subjected to Christ, that is to say, it is a question of divine ordering and wisdom. Any deviation from that position is lawlessness, we are out of hand, so to speak, whereas Gods thought is that we should be in hand, that is, under Christs hand. Mans hand is so formed, as compared with other members of creation, that it suggests the power of wise manipulation, whether few or many be under it. 

    Many are set under Christ, but He has power to manipulate them all wisely so that the greatest results accrue; but without subjection, as I said, this is impossible, so that no one need assume that he has part in the divine manipulation apart from subjection to Christ. Paul speaks of being legitimately subject to Christ, 1 Corinthians 9:21 and so also as, already quoted, the assembly is subjected to Christ. Ephesians 5:24. With this in view we can understand and profit by the teaching relating to holy women of old, as the scripture regards them. There were holy men and holy women, all of whom were subject and available for divine uses, and what comes out in the holy women is certain spiritual movements which portray features of the assembly. 

    Now I propose to dwell on these women in Judges, so that we may learn the point of view in that book, and how the light afforded there develops those features. The first is a well-known figure  that is, Achsah. She also appears in the book of Joshua. She stands related to a well-known family, a family of faith, and so she fits in rightly in the body of the book of Joshua as illustrative of that which not only values the inheritance of God, but retains it in freshness. In the upper springs and the nether springs she had the power and resources to retain in freshness the inheritance of God. But she also fits in rightly in Judges because what stands by us in regard of the inheritance of God given us in love, also stands by us in regard of the testimony of God, especially in a dark day, in a day of rapid decline  a decline culminating in disaster. The Spirit illustrates for us typically in these upper and nether springs not only what enables the well of water in us to spring up into everlasting life, but it enables us to enjoy the inheritance freshly. It is also the living water, the rivers of living water flowing out for others in testimony to a glorified Christ, as is the point of view in John 7. 

    Now it is this latter that I allude to in Judges, but particularly in the way of resources in view of contingencies. The young believer should understand that christianity involves resource, not only for the present, but in view of future contingencies. You will remember the parable of the ten virgins. They all bore that desirable designation, but only five of them were really entitled to it, and so when the test came, five of them were wanting in resources; they had no oil in their vessels. The midnight cry went out and they heard and moved, but they found no power; they had no oil. Let no one move or pretend to be in christianity without the Spirit, for sooner or later you will be tested and will then realise to your sorrow that you are without spiritual resource. 

    Now Achsah represents one who had an eye to possible contingencies as well as present needs, and so she was not content with a certain inheritance, though it was a south land and thus favourable. What is offered to us in the gospel in an objective way is favourable, but we need more than that. And hence Achsah moved her husband to ask her father for springs of water, indeed she asked him herself; she understood the resources of her father  what he could give. 

    It is a wonderful time, young people, a time of giving on Gods part, as the Lord said to the woman in John 4, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him. John 4:10. It is the time of speaking to God, so that Moses in the second instance when the people needed water was told to speak to the rock. Take the rod, Numbers 20:8 the rod of priesthood. It was a time of life; the rod of Aaron had sprouted and borne almonds; life in perfect order had appeared. It was a time of life, and Moses is to take that rod and speak to the rock, but instead of doing that, although taking the rod according to commandment, he smites the rock with his own rod contrary to commandment, showing that on the one hand you may appear to be doing the will of God, keeping the commandment of God, whilst on the other hand you are denying His authority. It was a mixed state of things. 

    Then besides that he called the people rebels. It was the time of speaking, the time of asking, not the time of smiting. This is not the time of smiting; it is the time of speaking to God; His resources are boundless. It is therefore for us to see to it that we get what we need, and it is a great matter to know what we need. Above all things we need the Holy Spirit; we need that, and that is what God is giving. So that we are told here, he gave Achsah the upper and the nether springs. Thus you see how the position was fortified at the outset of this remarkable history; at the beginning of decline here we have the two persons united, Othniel the husband, and Achsah his wife. You can see therefore how they were fortified in divine resources. The world has resources, and so the first great domination in the book is from the world, from that point of view. It was the king of Mesopotamia, as you will observe in chapter 3. The people were sold into his hands under the government of God. Now this king alludes to resources, Mesopotamia being the land of two rivers. The world, as I said, has its resources; there can be no doubt about that. The question is, How are we to meet these? and in Achsah we see how she anticipates the emergency. Her husband stands in the breach; he is qualified to meet this formidable power  the world with its resources. Rivers, whilst I have no doubt referring to other things, refer to resourcefulness; without them no land can be productive to any general extent. They are the guarantee for resourcefulness; hence the king of Mesopotamia would rule the people on those lines, and that has to be met. The varying resources of the world must strike every observing christian; it is remarkable; it changes its colour and its character to combat what God is doing. That is unquestionable. But how is it to be met? The assembly is equipped with the means of overcoming, so that the king of Syria is overcome by Othniel, the husband of Achsah, and the land had rest forty years. He was one of the judges, indeed he was the first one; he was one to whom the Spirit comes; we read, The Spirit of Jehovah was upon him, Judges 3:10. I need not say that it was no new thing for him, 

    for the Spirit of God to come mightily upon him, nor is it a strange experience for any christian who is accustomed to live in the Spirit and to walk in the Spirit, to have the Spirit come upon him in an exceptional manner. Is it not a matter of desire, dear brethren, to be available to God in emergencies, as accustomed to the Spirit of God, to the resources of God in the Spirit, so that He may come upon us mightily at any given time for the deliverance of His people? You can see the relation of this woman, therefore, to the first judge of Israel; it was a question of resourcefulness, and I can assure you dear young people that unless you make up your minds for this, to have resources in the Spirit, the king of Mesopotamia will overcome you. The world is full of resourcefulness appealing to you, and by which it may overcome you. 

    The next woman is the well-known Deborah. I would she were better known as to her character and typical significance. What you will observe in her is that she was the wife of a man whose name Lapidoth signifies Light, but light is not enough. She had her own resources besides the light of her husband. The idea of Lapidoth may be extended beyond ones husband to the responsible element in the house of God, but however much light we have we cannot overcome these nine hundred chariots of Jabin, king of Canaan, by light only. Light is armour, and we are enjoined to have it on  the armour of light Romans 13:12  but armour alone is not enough; we cannot hope to overcome by it. The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, is the added thing in Ephesians. The Spirit is living, positive power in the believer, power not only for defence but for attack. 

    Now Deborah was the wife of this man, it says. The original word for a prophetess really means a woman prophetess. It is evidently to emphasise the thought that it was a woman; the idea is intensified. 

    At this juncture a woman is shining in the testimony of God, and what kind of a woman? A woman subject to Christ, so to speak. She is subject, for she says, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? That was the point. It was a question of what God had commanded, not what she had devised in her own heart, not a mere overture of an ambitious woman to lead in military affairs. No; the Lord had commanded. It is a fine touch for all of us, for there is to be no move without the commandment, without the principle governing the position. 

    You see what a woman she was; she dwelt under her own palm tree, the palm tree of Deborah  not of Lapidoth. She is a person working out things for herself, which is right from the spiritual standpoint. No woman can rely on the faith or light of her husband, nor can the assembly do so either. She is to work out things by the Spirit. The Spirit is given to her as a dowry. Deborah had wrought things; she was a woman of moral weight; she judged Israel. She did not go out of her way to become conspicuous; she waited for them to come to her  a comely attitude for a woman. The people came to her for judgment. 

    Another feature in Deborah is that she is a woman of feeling. The assembly should be marked by feelings, I mean feelings corresponding with Christ, but womanly feelings. I refer to chapter 5; there Deborah is consciously a mother in Israel, Until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel. Judges 5:7. It says, too, Then sang Deborah. Judges 5:1. Singing is the outgoing of feelings, and it was her own composition. She is a woman full of feelings, full of the song of victory. It was victory given by God, and she expresses it in intelligent poetic feelings, in which she associates in the most unjealous manner another great woman, Jael, the wife of Heber: 

    Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed above women in the tent! Judges 5:24. Thus we see how this great woman represents the subjective side in the assembly, in the features of which I have spoken. There is this unjealous feature, too, of including in her praises Jael, the wife of Heber, who is to be blessed, blessed above women in the tent. 

    The tent position is the right position for the assembly. She was at the door of the tent, and she invited Sisera in. She was feeling for the people of God, and had regard for the testimony of God. Her action against Sisera was not in keeping with womanly feeling in a mere natural way, but she did violence to nature in order to overcome the enemy of the people of God. We must not allow natural sentiment and feeling when it is a question of the rights of Christ in His people; we must be ready to throw it aside. So Jael gave Sisera milk and covered him with a mantle. Then she took the hammer and the tent-pin, and nailed him to the ground. What does she represent? She represents that element in those who are subject to Christ which renounces natural feelings so that the enemy may be overthrown, as John says to a worthy woman in his day, the elect lady, If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed, 2 John 10 not even the ordinary courtesy is to be allowed; such is the urgency of things. He is not to be received into the house, for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. Had Jael, the wife of Heber, received Sisera into her tent and shielded him, she would have been a partaker of his evil deeds, but she slew him, and Deborah associates in her celebration this remarkable woman. 

    I turn now to the next illustration of my point, that is, to the mother of Gideon. We do not know what her name was, or who her parents were. She is a mother. Deborah was a mother in Israel; her service had relation to Israel. It says of her, She arose. The villages ceased in Israel, Judges 5:7 for that is how it should read, that is, as you may say, the meetings of Gods people had ceased, but now leaders led in Israel. What is the good of a leader if he does not lead? Leaders led in Israel; that is the principle; and leading spiritually is going before. It is like the ark, like Jesus, taking the brunt of things, and going even into death. That is the principle of love. So leaders led in Israel; travellers no more went on by-ways as they used to; the highways of God were opened up to them. That is the service of a mother in Israel. 

    But now we have not a mother in Israel but the mother of brethren, and that is another thing. No special history is accorded to her, as if we are to be reminded that although there is not much of it, there was something there of the development of brethren, under the influence of a mother. It is a very fine service, and it may be available. See the kind of sons she brought forth and nurtured! Gideon is an example of them. He is more, of course, as a type of Christ, but he is an example of the brethren  what they were like. What manner of men, he says, were they whom ye slew at Tabor? As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the children of a king. Joash had no resemblance to a king, but he came under the good influence of his son and allowed the altar to be thrown down. Gideon prevailed in his fathers house. There was very little of the king about Joash; the kingship was in Gideon; no one could rise up against him, and these men  his brethren were like the sons of a king. 

    Where did they get their kingly qualities? Evidently they got them from their mother. She must have been in the light of someone beyond her husband; she had a greater conception than Joash could have presented to her, to have brought up such children as these. She represents therefore the assembly as in the light of the king; as seeing the king in his beauty, the children are like the children of a king. They say to Gideon, They were all like you, and he says, They were my brethren, even the sons of my mother; that was the secret. That is to say, they were under the subjective influence that promotes brotherly qualities and affection. 

    In chapter 13 we come to the last woman I read of. She is the wife of Manoah. The chapter is one full of intense interest, in view of the birth of Samson. The angel of God comes to her twice. The first time he is recognised as an angel of God. His countenance was said to be terrible, pointing to the low condition in the family of Dan, for they were Danites, but she recognised nevertheless, the divine representative. 

    Although his countenance was terrible, she recognised him. God had to intervene thus; and it is well to recognise a divine intervention, even although it may be terrible in character, for love is behind it. A Samson is coming, but certain conditions have to be observed, she was not to drink wine nor strong drink nor to eat anything unclean. It is well to be ready to recognise a divine intervention. 

    Manoah, hearing of the angel, prays that he might come again, which he did, but he came to the woman  not to Manoah, for the point is, what is subjected to Christ. There is no hope in the working out of divine thoughts, save as we are subject to Christ. That comes out in the end of Matthew. The angel  representative of God  says to the women, Ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. Matthew 28:5 - 7. Are we ready to obey such a word? 

    As they went to bring the message, the Lord Himself appeared to them, saying, All hail, Matthew 28:9 as if to honour them in their obedience. Without subjection the thing is impossible, for in such case our position is useless morally, whatever light we may have. 

    So the angel comes to the wife again; but the husband is not with her. Then she ran and informed her husband and spoke intelligently to him; and he arose and came to the man. He is warned that it is the Lord he has to do with, and that if he offers anything it must be to Jehovah, for Manoah knew not that he was the Angel of Jehovah. All divine overtures must have in view that God is to have His place in our hearts. But poor Manoah did not know that it was an angel, and the angel says, I will not tell you my name, but we are told that he did wondrously. He ascended up to heaven in the flame of the altar; his name was Wonderful. It is marvellous that God comes in, that He should come in at that time. If we are ready, God will come in and show Himself. 

    His name is Wonderful; there is nothing harmful in it, whatever his countenance portended, and the woman knew it. Manoah says, We are going to die because we have seen God. Had he ever read the book of Exodus, as he should have done, he would have known that seventy of the elders of Israel saw God and that their lives were preserved. He had not read that book apparently; many of us do not read the Scriptures enough. But his wife says, If the Lord were going to kill us, He would not have accepted our burnt-offerings and oblation. See what intelligence she had; she was subjected to Christ; she was in her place, and as in her place she knew the mind of God, and Samson is born to her. Thus you see how this principle of subjection works out, for Samson comes  a type really of Christ as deliverer. 

    I do not say more. It is a lovely scene  the angel doing wondrously and then going up to heaven, and the woman perfectly at rest about it, knowing that God did not intend to kill them, having accepted the burnt-offering; typically God had accepted Christ for her. She knew God. The apostle says to the Corinthians, Some of you are ignorant of God. Is it not so, beloved? How little we know of God! Manoah did not know Him; he thought God would slay him, whereas He had accepted his offering, and that meant that he should live. Christ died that we might live and not die. 

    May God help us in regard of subjection, for that is the point for the moment. If God is to work out His thoughts in us, it must be as we are subjected and subject to Christ, and in being subject to Him, I may add another important thing, that is, we are sure to be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. So the assembly should come out manifesting a mutual state, as we were saying on another occasion about the sons of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun  two hundred and eighty-eight of them  singers who cast lots. It says, the small as well as the great, the teacher with the scholar, 1 Chronicles 25:8. They cast lots together, and the disposal of the lot is in the Lords hand, so that a mutual state of things exists among the people of God, and thus the Holy Spirit works out the features of the assembly. 

  
    THE SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT (1) (JT 33)

    Judges 1:1 - 15; Judges 2:1 - 5

    WMThe book of Judges begins with the death of Joshua and ends with the expressed need of a king. 

    JTIn this book the best elements available are introduced at the beginning; but chapter 2 shows that Israel grew worse and worse throughout the long period of the rule of the judges. Grace on Gods part raised up deliverers from time to time, leading on to the king and therefore to finality, typically, as represented in David. Samuel is the last of the judges, although his service does not come into this book. The New Testament connects the ministry of the judges with him, it says, till Samuel the prophet, (Acts 13:20). His ministry was prophetic, introducing the king. But he judged Israel all the days of his life (1 Samuel 7:15), and was the link between the judges and royalty. 

    AFMWould you tell us what is in your mind in suggesting this book? 

    JTThat we might acquire more of the spirit of judgment. 

    ARSJudgment in the way of discernment? 

    JTYes, quite; and administratively too; because the discernment falls to the ground unless I can administer what is required. If I find one is not just right, and I do not administer what is needed for correction, I do not help. Many have discernment, but the thing discerned is not met; for discernment will not in itself help unless I couple it with administration. 

    JSDiscernment will not correct unless there is action. 

    JTNo. The element of administration must come in. 

    So you find in Judges, he went out to war (chapter 3:10)  that is, to deal with the evil. So that the element of judgment is an immense thing; without it we cannot be effective in our church relations. There must be discernment first and then administration. 

    QuesYou would make a difference between our actions and divine interventions? 

    JTQuite. Our actions, based on discernment as in the light, will lead to, or synchronise with divine interventions. If I have discernment and am governed by it, the Lord will be with me and use me in dealing with evil. 

    ANWThe judge arises in response to the cry from the people. 

    JTYes. God ever regards the genuine cry of His people. He raised up Othniel, but according to what was there morally. 

    AFMAll through this book moral features are in evidence; exercise in the godly is going on. 

    RemIs not that the character of the book? It is moral rather than historical. At the end of it you find things that probably happened at the beginning. 

    JTExactly. It would be a mistake to assume that the events occurred chronologically. You have, for instance, things brought in here before the action of Caleb and Othniel, that happened after. They are put in because of moral importance, that we might see what God has in mind. I refer particularly to the need of leadership expressed in verse 1. Leadership has a great place with God. 

    ANWChapter 1 gives the death of Joshua, but chapter 2 shows what he does before he dies. 

    RemThe last incident in the book probably occurred soon after the death of Joshua, but morally it is necessary to close with such a sorrowful picture. 

    WMDo you see an analogy between Judges and present conditions in the assembly? 

    JTI do; and because of this analogy the book was written for our instruction, (Romans 15:4). 

    QuesWould this book of Judges be parallel with 2 Timothy? 

    JTI think so. I hope we shall see first, the good elements; how God brings in these. Because not only are the words inspired, but also the arrangement of the book. The people said, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? They put it into Gods hands as to who should lead. The book thus begins with the recognition by Israel of Gods place amongst them  that He was King. This was the fact governing the dispensation, and fully maintained by Gideon, but wickedly denied by Abimelech. It is not that the others would not go, for there was no question of holding back; but which should go up first? 

    JSWhy is the question of leadership raised? 

    JTIt is Gods way. Joshua is no longer there and it is a question of God giving a new start; and Gods way is through leadership. We have in Christ the great idea of leadership. He is the Leader of our salvation, for example; He is Leader in everything. Their inquiry brings an immediate answer from God. 

    GWHIt was an honest desire on their part to know whom He would choose. 

    AFMIn sovereign selection Judah is taken; it is in line with the end of the book: the need of a king, and David is chosen afterwards. 

    JTBearing in mind that our Lord has sprung out of Juda (Hebrews 7:14), we have an instance here of how Christ was always in the mind of God. He did not move except in relation to Christ. This book, Ruth, and Samuel all go together, leading up to David who represents the kingship of Christ. 

    ARSIs it not important to be able to discern when the change of leadership comes? We might desire things to go along in an easy way; but that is not Gods way. 

    Joshua has died, and now it is a question of new leadership. 

    JTThat is the idea. It makes much of God, and should exercise everybody. It was not a question for some of the children of Israel; the inquiry as to leadership is by all of them. Earlier, Joshua was divinely appointed but not so here; so that the test is great. 

    ARSWhat do you make of that  that the new leader was actually apparent? 

    JTIt is the general state of the people. Things here are not on the same level as when Moses died in the plains of Moab; Jordan was in view, Canaan near; typically, the ministry of the Spirit, beginning with the brazen serpent, had been effective. But we are in the presence of decline here. The chapter shows, while speaking about Judah and Simeon and others, that in the main they did not possess  there was failure. So that I think no leader being appointed had that in view. 

    QuesHave you any thought why leadership went from Levi in Moses, and Joseph in Joshua, to Judah here in Othniel? 

    JTIt is sovereignty. But leadership culminated in Judah (compare Psalm 78:67 - 72). Christ is in view. The selection of Judah here would remind one who had faith, of the purpose of God prophetically indicated in Genesis 49:9 - 12. 

    WMChrist came of the line of Judah. 

    ANWWhy does the selection of Simeon come in? 

    JTIt was by Judah. That brings out the next thing  the brotherly spirit. Judah represents that; he is the big brother, so to speak; he is big spiritually. 

    JSSo that if you make room for Christ in Judah, you make room for the brother. 

    JTExactly. Simeons territory was within Judahs territory. This brings out the moral greatness of Judah; he made room for his brother, and was on happy terms with him. Instead of going afield for one to join him in the war, he takes the brother in his own territory. 

    WMSimeon his brother. Gods answer to the question of Israel is very prompt. 

    JTGod does not take long to move, when there is real exercise. And there is the promise of deliverance through Judah, in Gods answer. 

    ARSThey asked Jehovah. There was a good state. There was, as it were, prayer about it on the part of the whole congregation. 

    BTFIs there not also the expression of Judahs fellowship? 

    JTIf there is the divine selection of Judah, there is in him a brotherly spirit. Because if God makes a selection of you for some service, and you fail of the brotherly spirit, you will discredit Him. 

    CBIt says of Judah, as to thee, thy brethren will praise thee, (Genesis 49:8). 

    QuesHe first finds his own brother, (John 1:41). Would that be like Judah and Simeon? 

    JTQuite. That fits in here. God makes a selection; but it is vindicated by the character of the one selected. 

    FHLIs there any moral leading-up here? 

    JTI do not know whether the people got much gain. They grew worse and worse. This brings out the wonderful faithfulness of God. Their state was evil, and they were going down all the time; so that there was no remedy but a king. 

    RemGod says, I will never break my covenant with you. 

    JTIt is the faithfulness of God. 

    AFMIs there any point in only the tribes in the land being reviewed here, and those on the wilderness side not being mentioned? 

    JTThis would mean that failure is reckoned in relation to the greatest privilege accorded, as in Ephesus. The Lord says to the assembly there, Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, (Revelation 2:5). 

    The existence of the brotherly spirit is confirmatory of the divine choice of Judah. As a brother he confirms it here by seeking the co-operation of Simeon, the one inside his own territory. It brings out the character of Judah. Already this had been evidenced in his speaking to Joseph with regard to his father and Benjamin (see Genesis 44). This is most practical as bearing on what I am in my own locality. The element of mutuality comes into view here  Judah said, Come up with me into my lot. See what a partnership Simeon is brought into! It has already been indicated that Judah would be successful; he is not selfish about it, but shares with Simeon his brother. 

    JSWould Simeon being within Judahs boundary indicate the divinely appointed way as to boundaries? 

    JTThe idea of boundaries comes into this subject, because Simeon was actually inside Judahs territory. The boundaries are named in Joshua; these being irregular are intended to draw out latent love among the saints. They are not on straight lines as in Ezekiel; one brothers share coming inside the territory of another. Therefore we cannot bring natural wisdom into divine boundaries. 

    There are two things in Proverbs 22 and 23. First, Remove not the ancient landmark which thy fathers have set (verse 28); this suggests the result of the work of God in the early brethren. In the next chapter you get, Remove not the ancient landmark (verse 10), leaving out reference to fathers. The first implies affection and respect for the fathers. But then the landmark itself is right. What they did is right. 

    QuesIt says, And Judah went with Simeon his brother (verse 17). The brotherly feature is emphasised, is it not? 

    JTYes. First it says, And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. And then, And Judah went up; and Jehovah delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand, and they smote them. That is, they share in the thing, and God honours that. 

    RemThen in verse 17 it says, And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew the Canaanites, they help each other. 

    EJNThere is a perfect showing forth of what brethren are normally; they share together. A brother is born for adversity, (Proverbs 17:17). 

    MDFWould you say they had a good start? They made room first for God, and then there is room for the brother. 

    JTThat is it. I am sure in our local meetings we could not possibly proceed on any other principle. First we consider for God; we recognise His rights in the place. 

    RemSovereign selection goes hand in hand with qualifications for that selection. 

    JTI think it does. Only we have examples of failure, as in Jeroboam and Saul. These are a challenge for us. I refer to the fact that you may get certain persons apparently brought forward who become material for the enemy to work on. How solemn! We must recognise divine wisdom in this, for God would expose the flesh in the varied circumstances in which it may be found. In Christ we see what God has selected for His own pleasure. All else is detail, either to foreshadow Christ or to bring Him in prominently. But if God makes a selection, it is for the one selected to justify it. 

    ARSGods government is worked out through selections such as Jeroboam. 

    JTThat is it  to bring out the bad elements. It is part of Gods way to bring out such elements; in such cases we have examples of the flesh in the circumstances given. All this is for our learning, so that we should not be deceived by outward appearances. 

    AFMGods selection is justified in Othniel, Calebs son-in-law. 

    JTI think the Spirit of God intends Othniel to convey the full thought of a judge. His service justifies his being selected. If God gives you a gift, He has laid His hand on you. Well, you might rest in that and say, Do you not know I have a gift? But then are you justifying God in your character and ways? 

    GWHThis thought, delineated here, finds full development in David  the brotherly spirit in sharing the spoils. 

    RemTimothy had known Pauls teaching and conduct (2 Timothy 3:10). 

    JTJust so. The Lord uses a word about Paul that is suggestive of quality. He says, This man is an elect vessel to me, (Acts 9:15). If you are going to use a vessel, you are very particular about it. We are to be sanctified, serviceable to the Master, (2 Timothy 2:21). 

    QuesWhy is Judahs territory too great for him? 

    JTTo bring out what was there. God loves to bring out the brotherly spirit in us; so that He orders our circumstances to this end. If God gives you more than others in your meeting, it is not to glorify you, but to enable you to serve His people. What you have is, in a way, their property; indeed you are this yourself, (compare 1 Corinthians 3:21 - 23). If I have any ability from God, or any commission, it is for the saints, and I must not use it selfishly. Christ shares the inheritance with us. In Him the great principle we are speaking of is seen, and it is to be worked out in detail in us. 

    RemWisdom has been justified of all her children, (Luke 7:35). If one is selected and marked with gift, one should justify it. 

    JTI think God would delight in the opening out of the thing, like a flower. Think of the vastness of the opening out of Christ in His people as under Gods eye! Christ is to be reflected in us; what is any one of us otherwise? 

    In this warfare they come in contact with an extraordinary kind of man, Adoni-Bezek. Having caught him, they cut off his thumbs and his great toes. What can you do with a hard man like that? They could have killed him, but they do not. One thing, however, is in his favour, he recognises the government of God upon him. He says, As I have done, so God has requited me. 

    GWHThey limited his movements and activities. 

    JTYes. He exemplifies a man that relies on developed natural power, and was cruel in the use of it; he compelled seventy kings to glean under his table. 

    AFMIs this disciplinary in his case? 

    JTYes. It brings out how those having the spirit of Judah deal with a man like Adoni-Bezek. 

    ARSIt says he died. 

    JTIt does not say how long he lived; the point is where he died. They brought him to Jerusalem and there he died. As reduced he was set in advantageous surroundings, but he never flourished again. It takes grace and wisdom to deal with a brother typified by this man. If there is anything of God in a man like Adoni-Bezek, limitation helps him; if he is not likely to be governed by the Spirit of God, that is the best you can do with him. Understood spiritually, Adoni-Bezek received wise treatment from Judah here. 

    WMIt is a serious thing to be reduced in this way under the government of God. 

    JSIt is better to limit a brother than that he should be at large pulling things down. 

    JTIn view of what Jerusalem represents spiritually, they could not have done better for him; it was more than he deserved. But then it is these two brothers who are doing it! 

    WMHe was an extraordinary man to deal with, and they dealt with him in an extraordinary manner. 

    RemWhat they did was an evidence of the government of God. 

    JTTypically, it proves ability among the brethren to do what is right. There must have been something of value in him, for he made an acknowledgment of the just government of God. 

    GWHThat is, what he had done to others they had done to him. 

    RemThey became the actual instruments of God in the matter. 

    JTThe fruit of the work of God is very scarce, and ought to be preserved. Every little bit of it is of value. The ministry of John develops the ability to conserve every bit of the work of God. You might say, This brother is hard to get along with; but if you heard of a brother, say, from among the sects, interested in the things of God, you would go miles to see him! There was not much in Nicodemus at the beginning, but he comes out well at the end. 

    WMIt is a serious thing to mutilate our brethren. 

    JTIt is very much like circumcision, the putting off of the body of the flesh  the thumbs and great toes. 

    BTFWould you say that the ministry of Christ comes in in a case like that, that what is evil is completely neutralised? 

    JTYes. It is neutralised by spiritual power. Jerusalem, although burned as the stronghold of the Jebusites, was of great importance in Gods mind. Scripture abounds with great spiritual thoughts centring in Jerusalem. Adoni-Bezek, crippled in the flesh, was brought there. 

    Coming to Othniel  if we are to have a true idea of the judges, we must keep him clearly before us. 

    JSWhat feature of the truth does he set forth? 

    JTI think it is the spiritual family setting. That is the next great element, the roots of the man. He is, so to speak, rooted and founded in love, (Ephesians 3:17). It is like Colossians and Ephesians, the family setting is ever in view. 

    WMIt is very significant that what we have in Colossians we have in Othniel, the setting aside of natural mentality  he takes the City of the Book. And the Spirit of God comes in in connection with the springs of water. 

    JTThat is very important. He was tested: could he take that city? 

    WMIt is much easier to be guided by a book of rules and regulations than by divine principles. 

    AFMI suppose the City of the Book, Kirjath-sepher, is superseded by Christ, as is also Kirjath-Arba, as seen in Colossians and Ephesians. 

    JTIt says, And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron  the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-Arba; and they slew Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai. It was the seat of the giants, and it was important to deal with them; they refer to great men according to the flesh, which we have to meet now. And from there he went against the inhabitants of Debir; now the name of Debir before was Kirjath-sepher. This is where Othniel shines. 

    QuesWhat about the change of names? 

    JTHebron and Debir are the two new names instead of Kirjath-Arba and Kirjath-sepher. The latter, the City of the Book, suggests the universities of today; they must have their books. Much is made of education and universities, but not in relation to the things of God. Caleb is urgent about the smiting of this city. He represents those who know that the young brothers and sisters will never get on, so as to exercise their judgment among us, unless they are delivered from the City of the Book, what mans mind produces  the great men of this world. Caleb represents the spiritual element which sees that unless young people overcome these things, they never can be of service in the church. 

    ARSA spiritual element working among the young to spur them on. 

    JTThese meetings are to bring all, but particularly the young, into the mind of God. What dangers there are in the giants! We are to be delivered from these things. 

    BTFThe City of the Book refers to mere human ability and learning. 

    JTIt appeals strongly to human pride and ambition. A good library, however, is valuable; Paul advises Timothy to give attention to reading. Paul was also concerned about the books and the parchments, (2 Timothy 4:13). We cannot get along without written ministry, both past and present; but by itself it will never make a Caleb, a man of long experience with God. These things will never help apart from experience in the wilderness with God. Achsah, Calebs daughter comes in, and she is concerned about springs, not books, finery, nor mere wealth. She wanted springs of water. 

    RemThey correspond with Hebron. 

    JTThat is right. Hebron is before the world; it is most interesting and instructive. It was the burial place of Abraham, Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, and of others marked by faith. 

    RemIt was built seven years before Zoan. It antedates everything here. 

    JTIt gets its name before it is taken by Israel. It is called Hebron in Numbers 13:22. The city stands for what is spiritual. 

    WMIn Scripture what is spiritual comes last. Hence Kirjath-Arba, as a name, is before Hebron. 

    NMcCThere is an element of reward entering into the capture of Kirjath-sepher. 

    JTAchsah conveys the idea of the church. The church needs the Spirit. If you get the features of the church, there will be a recognition of, and desire for the Spirit. 

    AFMYou infer that the church demands the Spirit? 

    JTIf the Spirit is operating in any company, they will look for the spiritual touch in the ministry. Normally the church will ever demand that. Achsah had already an inheritance, but she says, Give me also springs of water. A good deal is said in this book about springs of water. 

    RemApart from what they represent, church procedure is mere ceremony and form. 

    JTThere may be accuracy in form and order, but you need more than that. You may get good addresses too, but without spiritual substance. 

    RemThe meaning of Othniel is, Lion of God. It is the character of Christ; and if Achsah is coming in and demanding the springs, it is as linked with Othniel. 

    JTKirjath-sepher would mean that you can get along with books, implying intellectual culture and power; but Achsah sees the need of springs. She urged Othniel to ask for the field; but she sprang down and asked for more; it seems that she waxed bolder in her requests. She says, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And he gave her more than she asked for; Caleb represents God in giving the upper springs and the lower springs. God does far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, (Ephesians 3:20). 

    WB-wYou might attract people by natural ability, but they cannot make headway without the Spirit. 

    JTWe may be accurate in our ministry, if you go by the book. As working on the line of human education and ability you have that standard in mind; but if you rely on the Spirit of God in your ministry, you are not a slave to mans standard; what you are concerned about is the mind of God being ministered in power. 

    QuesWhat about the upper and lower springs? 

    JTI suppose they would include Romans and Ephesians. Ephesians gives us the heavenly things. 

    RemRomans makes much of the Spirit. 

    JTColossians mentions the Spirit only once. But both Romans and Ephesians make much of the Spirit. 

    Now I thought we might notice the failure alluded to in the end of the chapter  what Israel did not do. This is set forth from verse 27 to the end. But before that, it ought to be noted that Joseph took Bethel, which is the house of God. Afterwards it says that they did not dispossess. Ephraim did not dispossess the Canaanites; and so with Naphtali and others. That is the failure. The greater part were in failure. They allowed the Canaanites to stay, not being able to dispossess them. 

    AFMThis is the detail of it. Joshua took the land; that is more general. 

    JTAnd what was left for each of the tribes, was to dispossess the Canaanite in his own territory. 

    AFMThe point would be, as to ourselves, as to how much we have yet to possess. The general thought is that the land is taken; but how much have we in the way of possession? 

    JTFor that, you have to dislodge the Canaanite. It is local responsibility, what they ought to have done, but did not do; and that is the basis of the next chapter. It says, And the Angel of Jehovah came up from Gilgal to Bochim; that is, there is a lower spiritual state of things. Bochim is on a lower level. It is not Gilgal; it is not Colossians; it is Revelation. The position the Angel has taken up is on a lower level. 

    JTJrThe springs, rightly appropriated, would keep us near God and on the high level. 

    ARSWould it represent the angels of the churches? 

    JTThey are representative, but in Revelation 1 the angel also represents distance. The ground of the epistles is left. 

    RemWeeping sometimes proves nothing of moral value, as for example, when the spies returned, (Numbers 14). 

    JTThere is virtue in it here in that the Angel came to the place of it; but it does not represent proper church ground. It is angelic ministry. The law was ordained through angels (Galatians 3:19); but that is not our dispensation. 

    QuesIs the reason that Joseph overcame, the same reason that makes one local company prosper more than another? 

    JTObviously Judah and Joseph did better than the others. They were the first to get the inheritance and had the chief place. Judah is royalty and Joseph takes Bethel, the house of God. 

    WB-wJoseph wanted a larger portion. 

    JTIt was a good indication. But Joshua said, If you are great, go up and take possession. They had not done so. 

    ARSWhy did not the Angel tell them to drive the Canaanites out? He speaks of what they did not do. 

    JTI think it is to bring out the actual state of things, so that the changed circumstances, because of the failure of Israel, and Gods relation to them in these circumstances, might be clear. God intervenes in faithfulness amid the irretrievable condition of the people. Chapters 18 and 19 are brought in to show the condition that existed. Chapter 2:14 - 23 records the steady descent to the general depravity which marked the people. 

    RemThe Angel says, But ye have not hearkened unto my voice. Why have ye done this? Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you. I suppose that would indicate that it is hopeless to look for a universal recovery in christendom. We must be thankful if there is any touch of divine work and that we are put in contact with it, and we should make the most of it. 

    ARThe people later even go so far as to give Samson, one of their saviours, into the hands of the Philistines. 

    JTIt was Judah, the tribe that began so well, as we have seen  foreshadowing, in their dealing with Samson, the guilt of the Jews in handing Christ over to the Romans. Chapter 2 explains all that develops in the book. 

    Jehovah in grace raised up judges, and was with each judge for the deliverance of the people, but as the judge died ... they turned back and corrupted themselves more than their fathers (verse 19). 

  
    WATER (JT 43)

    Judges 1:12 - 15; Judges 5:6 - 11, Judges 7:l-8; Judges 15:18,19

    Caleb represents the element of continuance; he continued against great opposition and maintained freshness till a very great age. The element of continuance depends on what the daughter suggests here, that is, the springs of water. The daughter comes in on the family line. 

    The incident in chapter 5 alludes to another woman who speaks of the places of drawing water, places where the word of God is available, as it says, The voice of those who divide the spoil in the midst of the places of drawing water. She celebrated a great victory in which we also are sharing in our own way, a victory which others have achieved. There are places where these acts are rehearsed  there they rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah, his righteous acts towards his villages in Israel. These are meetings formed in the light of the assembly. 

    Chapter 7 brings in the thought of the denial of the natural in the service of God. The denial of the natural is seen in the lapping of the water for the sake of sustenance and not for indulgence. 

    Finally, the spring which Samson draws from in chapter 15 was opened up at a moment of exigency, a moment of great need. Samson was about to die of thirst when God clave the rock and water came out of it. His need was met by the immediate act of God. 

    Achsah denotes a church feature, that is, the saints coming to understand the church in relation to Christ. Knowing how to act, she sprang down in respect to her father, and asked for what she needed  Give me also springs of water. Achsah denotes a state; she understands that her father could give; she knew the wealth of his position. She is comely in attitude, recognising the man, her husband; then she speaks to her father in a comely way: she sprang down from her ass. Caleb speaks directly to her. She is seen here as understanding the range of his position and his resources. Our prayers are based on the known resources of God. Then her word is Thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water, that is, he had done well for her and she recognises it, but she needed more to maintain her in what she had. Our prayers, then, should never be complaining. 

    Kirjath-sepher is the city of books. What a volume of written ministry there is for us to read today! This is a word for young people especially: Achsah did not read novels and worldly monthly magazines, she was maintained in married life by spiritual power. She is a fine type of young person in life starting out with the Spirit of God. Books are most pernicious things today, the most remarkable thing about them being the power of suggestion which they have. You say, But the children have to read them at school and so on, but it is not what is obligatory that does the most damage; it is what is not obligatory that is so harmful. Daniel was on this line  he accepted all the education of the court, but not the delicate meats. He refuses that which would qualify him socially. The women in the wilderness gave up their looking-glasses and it is remarkable that these were used in the tabernacle. Achsah was concerned about sustenance; she was a young woman. The enemys effort is to get the present generation, the older ones will die out. In Russia and Germany the enemy is getting the present generation today, and the assumption is that, if their principles are instilled in the young and as the older ones die out, their system will be continued in this way. 

    Caleb gave her exceedingly abundantly above all that she asked or thought. In our prayers we ask things and God gives according to what is in us. It corresponds to what we have in the two prayers in Ephesians; these are intended to keep us going in our position. 

    He is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, (Ephesians 3:20). The first point to see is that the answer is greater than the prayer. The nether springs correspond to Romans, to fulfil the righteous requirements of the law; it is a great point before going up; it must come first. Then the upper springs correspond to Ephesians, they are to maintain us up there, raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies, (Ephesians 2:6). 

    Othniel became a great leader and overthrew the king of Mesopotamia, which is literally the Syria of the two rivers. He was a man of great resources as suggested in the rivers; rivers greatly enrich a country. Othniel got his power on the line of the Spirit; it is by the Spirit that we overthrow worldly attacks. 

    Chapter 5 gives the celebration of a great victory in relation to the places of drawing water. Deborah represents the formation of meetings, the means of coming together locally. These were not in existence before Deborah. In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I Deborah arose. Deborah represents the victory that brings in the thought of the local meeting, those who divide the spoil in midst of the places of drawing water: there they rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah, his righteous acts toward his villages in Israel. We are justified in treating this as the local meeting. This victory of Deborah leads on to the meetings having their place. The meetings are as villages, each stands on its own feet. In England the thought of villages is very prominent; some villages are greatly distinguished, more so than many of the cities. The thing is developed locally. 

    There was the fire kindled for Paul, the barbarians did it and then Paul added to it. The local assembly is to have warmth and then anyone coming should add to it. Deborah is a person who dwelt under her own palm-tree. She was a woman prophetess. While she did a mans part, she remained a woman in character. As a prophetess she had the mind of God, but in womanly way. 

    This victory was not against a man but against a great military organisation. Jabin, king of Canaan, reigned in Hazor and had nine hundred chariots of iron, and he mightily oppressed Israel twenty years. His captain dwelt in Harosheth-Goim. This was strategy, the military man was placed where he would be of best service. Today, this is Rome. Hazor is head of the nations in Joshua. There has never been a military organisation like Rome. Through a great victory its power has been broken. Victory comes through some person laying himself out to get power. First the power must be over himself, the victory over himself; there must be a personal victory first. I must overthrow myself. Deborah sat under her own palm-tree. 

    In all our meetings there should be spoil, we should get something. Then the people of Jehovah went down to the gates. They administer things in the gates. Gates suggest a place of power. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion, (Psalm 87:2). The movement to the gates suggests the care meeting. 

    Deborah is one of the few mothers in Israel. She was first a wife. No one can be a mother without first becoming a wife. She was the wife of Lapidoth, which means light; she was thus related to one who was in the light. Deborah does not represent just one sister, but a subjective state among Gods people. When the whole assembly is come together in one place there is that which is prophetic and then comes the victory: the man falls down. We are to discern the word of God, no matter through whom it comes. 

    Springs are a great general thought; they are self-acting, not pumps. The thought is self-acting energy. Water has its own place. The woman in John 4 drew water, but she left it and went into the city. But she had it. These places of drawing water suggest what Achsah had, the springs. 

    In chapter 7 we have the well Harod which is a place of testing. We have a good meeting and then go home and take our ease: there is no sacrifice. It is a question of how you take it: you do not take a can and then let it down, but you lap like a dog. You take what you need for the moment and then go on. It is drinking to live. What the Lord gives in the meeting is in view of a conflict. The meeting is to test; if God is ministering, there is something to be tested. I will try them ... there. It might just furnish me enjoyment. To drink with comfort means to consider for oneself, while the test is that everything involves sacrifice. It is not an armchair matter. Scripture speaks of those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice, (Psalm 50:5). The flesh is never to be considered; it is always sacrifice. 

    Midian was naturally linked with Israel. They are persons linked with us on worldly lines. The camp of Midian was beneath him in the valley: this is a touch giving an advantage. Having this advantage over them, being thus in moral superiority, he was already victorious. 

    In chapter 5, persons in affluence are called upon to consider. All seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ, (Philippians 2:21). The whole thought of Christianity is sacrifice. On this line the Lord Jesus is the victorious Leader in sacrifice. In Luke the word is Take heed ... how ye hear (Luke 8:18). The three hundred had a keener apprehension of being in the service of God. Only spiritual men could stand what they had to contend with. Paul speaks about bearing about in his body the dying of Jesus. The flesh does not like this. There is no woman here; it is a man acting for God. 

    With Samson it is pre-eminently what one man can do. He never had an army, it is what he did himself. Judges gives us what God can do with one man. One is apt to give way. Samson was very thirsty; he called on Jehovah, and said. Thou hast given by the hand of thy servant this great deliverance, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? And God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. It is God furnishing what was needed in a crisis in answer to Samsons calling, At a time when you feel at an extremity, the greatest spiritual history is made. All our so-called sorrows have culminated in this way in crises where it is felt that the enemy has the advantage, and then God comes in. God clave the hollow rock ... and water came out of it. It is not here speaking to the rock or smiting it as with Moses but God clave the hollow rock. The rock is Christ. The cleaving is the bringing to light of some new feature of Christ: something which they never saw before. The refreshment came out of that. Every crisis brings out something distinctive, some new feature of Christ. Any name which signifies an event is a landmark in spiritual history. 

  
    THE ASSEMBLY (9) (JT 67)

    Joshua 15: 16 - 19; Judges 1: 12 - 15; 1 Chronicles 2: 4 - 9

    JTIt is in mind to link on our subject with the historical books. Chronicles has a great place, historically, beginning, as the brethren will know, with the name Adam and running on directly to the reign of David, which is introduced in the third chapter. The fact that the book begins with Adam would show that David had been in the mind of the Spirit from the beginning. The reign of David and the services that he inaugurated have a dominating place, you might say, in the Old Testament. And so this book begins with Adam, as mentioned in chapter 5 of Genesis, and runs on through Seth and Enoch, down through Noah, through Abraham and then, finally, down to David. If we are to read the Scriptures aright, having them before us in connection with the service of God, we need the book of Chronicles, for it leads us on to David who inaugurated the twenty-four courses of priests; and this is linked on, in the book of Revelation, with the twenty-four elders. So that the introduction of David in this way is of great importance in connection with the service of God, which begins, properly, with the Lords supper. It is thought that these remarks should facilitate, or help us at this time in connection with our references to books of Joshua and Chronicles. The position of Achsah is of great interest in the types, because it is so surrounded with spiritual thoughts, suggested in Caleb and Joshua, for instance. The passage read from the book of Judges is almost identical with the same narrative in the book of Joshua. It says, And Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz. Calebs younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife, 

    verses 12, 13. We should take account of these facts, which are historical but nevertheless spiritual facts, which set out this great type of the assembly. The link with Caleb gives them both a great place, but importance is attached to the spouse. She was Othniels cousin, and that is a matter that ought to be noted too, because, as connected with the Old Testament believers, it bears on how we link on with each other in marriage. The apostle speaks of a sister as wife. 

    JTJrAchsah would be a known person in Chronicles. That book seems to have in mind that the persons spoken of are known. They are persons that have acquired a place in the testimony; beginning with Adam. The daughter of Caleb was Achsah, 1 Chronicles 2: 49. 

    JTThat idea is seen in the New Testament, in such expressions as I Jesus and I John and I Paul and so forth; persons who are known by their names. And of course we all should be known, and we are known; every christian is known in heaven, our names are written there. 

    ABPThe passages we have read from Joshua and Judges are practically the same. Was there some distinction, however, which you had in mind? 

    JTIt was just to show how Scripture deals with matters, and is not afraid to repeat, if necessary to stress a thing. Why not repeat it if it is worth repeating? 

    CAMWas it in your mind, in referring to Caleb, that this woman had a very wonderful background? 

    JTI think that we have been helped in considering the women that enter into these types and particularly in the case of Potipherahs daughter who became Josephs wife. When we considered her recently we got peculiar help. We had not realised that she was so prominent or distinguished a person as she really is. 

    CAMWould you connect the thought of the Father with Caleb? 

    JTWell, it suggests God, I think. She so regards him, in the type, as if he was in the place of God. 

    CAMWould it be right to view her, then, as the gift of the Father to Christ? 

    JTWell, it is very much like that, and Othniel is worthy of such a gift. If we apply the type to Christ, we can see His worthiness in the way the Father provides for Him. How worthy He is! The Father has provided a spouse for Him. So that, in Revelation 21, John saw the heavenly Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven. 

    ANWWould the reference to her in Judges be in relation to the fact that Othniel was the first of the judges? She has a setting there, perhaps, in relation to judgeship. 

    JTWell, yes; and he being of the house of Judah is important, too, because of the place that Judah, through David, has in the service of God, in the types. 

    JTJrThe wife is given on the basis of the prowess of the man; his prowess gets him his wife, so to speak. Is that to bring out the prowess of Christ in dealing with every matter? 

    JTWell, that is what I was thinking, how God brings in the Lord Jesus as the One who is entitled to everything. The Father ... has given all things to be in his hand, John 3: 35. He loves to honour Him. He that has the bride is the bridegroom, it says in John 3: 29. That is to say, He is distinguished in that sense; the bride honours Him, gives Him a certain place that no one else has. 

    SWWould John 17 fit in here? They were thine, and thou gavest them me, verse 6. 

    JTJust so. 

    FSCIt says in Judges 3 that the Spirit of Jehovah was upon Othniel. 

    JTJust so. 

    ARAchsah is mentioned first here, to be given as wife, but there is no man in mind. Is it a question of prowess, in order to bring the man forward? 

    JTWell, he is distinguished, of course, immediately, and she is the prize for him. The one who would take Kirjath-sepher would get Achsah for wife; she is the prize. 

    VCLIn Genesis 24 Abraham stipulates that the wife of Isaac must be of his own kindred. Would kindred be seen, in Gods sovereignty, in that these were cousins? 

    JTOh, I think so. As you say, Abraham made that stipulation for the wife that was to be taken for his son, and that principle runs right down to the book of Revelation. 

    TNWWhat would you say about that feature being lacking in Asnath and Zipporah, and the Cushite that Moses took to wife? Stress has been laid on kinship, and yet it was lacking in those three cases. 

    JTWell, Asnath was a gift by Pharaoh to Joseph; the supreme ruler; that gives her great distinction. It is a question of finding the reason. There is always a reason for things in Scripture. 

    TNWIn the case of the Cushite, Moses was reproached by his family, but God justified him, did He not? 

    JTWell. He did; it was a question of Gods sovereign right. 

    JHEChronicles is a great book of records in which people are known and recorded in relation to the Spirits activities. How necessary, therefore, that Kirjath-sepher, this city of books, should be destroyed and Gods thoughts brought in! 

    JTQuite so. Othniel took Kirjath-sepher, which is the city of the book. That is what is in your mind? 

    JHEYes. I thought it linked on with Acts 19 where the truth prevailed at Ephesus and the idolatrous books were burned. 

    JTThose records were of no moral value. The prices of them, it says, were reckoned at fifty thousand pieces of silver, but they were really of no value in heaven. There are records in heaven, of course, for the book of life and the books of judgment are there, so that no one will be judged unfairly. God keeps records in that sense. And if any one was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire, we are told, Revelation 20: 15. That is to say, the person is known. 

    CAMI think you were alluding to Gods sovereignty connected with Judah, but is it not a fact that Gods sovereignty is borne out by evidences of moral worth and power as seen in persons? 

    JTDo you mean in Achsah? 

    CAMWell, yes; and in Caleb; and then Othniels name, I think, speaks of power with God. 

    JTWe have to go back in history with regard to Joshua and Caleb. Caleb was one of those who searched out the land, and brought a true report, and he fully followed the Lord his God. That is the greatest thing that could be said of him. And he is the father of this woman. She therefore recognises him as representative of God; so she moved her husband to ask a field from him. And she added to that, Give me a blessing, Judges 1: 15. That is another thing; the idea of a blessing is more than a field. 

    CAMThose words are rather remarkable: she urged him to ask of her father the field. Is that the recognition of headship? 

    JTWell, I think so; she senses that her father would recognise him. Achsah had been given to him; Caleb gave her himself. She recognises his authority, and urges Othniel to ask for a field; but then she says that she had only a southern land, meaning a place not too well watered, so she says, Give me a blessing ... give me also springs of water, showing that she had the true idea of how growth would be introduced, and fruit, too. It is through the power of water, refreshment; that is to say, the upper and the nether springs. The upper springs, doubtless, allude to Christ in heaven, and the lower springs to the Spirit here, to whom so much place is being given at the present time. 

    SWJacob served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep, but it is a little different here; the matter depended upon the prowess of Othniel; what he accomplished in battle. 

    JTWell, there are two different viewpoints. We are told that Jacob served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. Othniel served for a wife, too, but it was a military matter; but it all shows how varied the Scriptures are and how full they are, too. 

    FHLWe have been noting in previous types the fact of the women having to do with the well. Here the woman is connected with the springs, in contrast to the well. 

    JTThere is something in that, especially if we connect it with the woman and the well in John 4. How much there is of that in Scripture! It is seen especially in Rebecca. And then wells are connected with Jacobs wives, and with the wife of Moses too; and now it is a question of springs of water. Just what do you have in mind as to that? 

    FHLYou made a remark as to the upper and the nether springs, referring to Christ exalted and the Spirit here. Is that a further thought than what we had as to the wells? 

    JTYes. John 4 enlarges on the thought of the woman and the well. The Lord reduces the thought to the great fact that the water that He should give would be in the believer a well of water springing up into eternal life. Springing up would lead to the upper springs  springing up. And, of course, the gift of the Spirit involves that Christ is glorified. 

    ANWDo not all these different phases referred to show how great the vessel, the assembly, is? On the male side, the greatness of the Person of Christ combines what is set out in Adam, Moses, Othniel and all the other types. He embodies them all. Does it not go to show that we cannot see all in one type? 

    JTYes; it is a question of variety; the wonderful richness of Scripture. And in the springs there is the idea of being watered. This type of the assembly, as set out in Achsah, shows that the assembly, that is to say, ourselves, those who form it, think of water and of being refreshed in view of growth and fruit, as we are, perhaps, in a little way at this time. 

    WATAchsah was marked by energy. It says that she urged and she sprang. It would seem as if she knew the opportunity was there and she seized it. 

    JTAnd so with Rebecca; she sprang from the camel as soon as she saw Isaac and had enquired about him. Then she took a veil and covered herself, but she had already sprung down, as it were, in recognising the distinction of the Lord Jesus, in type. 

    ABPOn the day of Pentecost, Peter says in regard to Christ, Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which ye behold and hear, Acts 2: 33. Would that be like the upper and the nether springs? 

    JTWell, just so; and so, while the Spirit was in heaven, He has come down here; and I think the lower springs would refer to Him as down here. Christ remains in heaven. 

    ABPSo that the pouring out would be like the upper springs and the Spirits operations here the nether springs? 

    JTPour is a remarkable word; it shows the richness of things. 

    ARIt says in Ephesians as to the Spirit: having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to the praise of his glory, chapter 1: 14. Would that be the answer to our chapter in Judges bearing on acquiring the inheritance? 

    JTWell, quite so; and so in 2 Corinthians 1: 21 we are told: he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, is God, who also has sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 

    ARAchsah and Othniel were concerned as to the inheritance. Caleb was similarly marked; he wanted Hebron. Is it therefore a question of understanding what our inheritance is and as having it, making way for the Spirit as the springs would suggest? 

    JTQuite so; of course, we might add that Hebron was older than Zoan in Egypt; Damascus was an old city, but not so old as Hebron, which was before Zoan in Egypt. Figuratively, it antedates the world. It refers to what God has planned before the world, and it is for us, it is our inheritance. 

    ARWe should understand that the land represents our inheritance which we enter upon now, by the Spirit. 

    JTIt is a great matter to have something that was before the world. In Johns first epistle he appeals to the young men not to love the world: If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him, chapter 2: 15. But Hebron was before the world, and it refers, typically, to our portion or inheritance, and that it preceded the world. 

    JTJrWould the reference you made to the anointing, the sealing and the earnest in 2 Corinthians connect with the lower springs especially? That alludes to what is here, does it not? 

    JTQuite so; I think that is the way it works out. The upper springs refer to what is vested in Christ above, so that we are said to be raised up together, and made to sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ. We are coming into that heavenly exalted position. In the meantime we are content to be here, where the Spirit is, because He is here with us to take care of everything for us. 

    AATIs the principle of asking involved in this? This sister asked, and the blessing was given to her; she got the upper and the nether springs. And in John 4 do we not see the same principle operating? If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, verse 10. 

    JTVery good; the word is: ask, and ye shall receive. Achsah knew that, clearly. She knew whom to ask, too. So that the Lord says, how much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? Luke 11: 13. 

    ANWThere was alertness with Caleb, too; indeed the whole position is alert. He says, What wouldest thou? He was ready, he was inviting the request. Should not that be so with us? The Lord said, If thou knewest the gift of God ... thou wouldest have asked. 

    JTThe living water would be within the range of the gift of God. Achsah knew that, in type. She knew that it was in her fathers power to give her springs of water, and he did so. And she regarded them as a blessing. 1 Corinthians 10 tells us about the blessing  the cup of blessing. 

    SWWould you say that enjoyment of our inheritance depends upon the upper and the nether springs? 

    JTWell, we will not be refreshed if we do not get the water. The woman in John 4 said, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw, but the Lord said, the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. That is a great feature in Johns gospel. 

    AMcDAnd would it not help us greatly in connection with the service of God? The Lord spoke to the woman about worship. 

    JTShe raised the question of worship, as if it was intended that she should, and the Lord took it up and spoke of those who worship in spirit and truth, saying, the Father seeks such as his worshippers, John 4: 23. 

    ANWDoes the plurality of springs in our passage suggest that there is a kind of system of them? In John 4 there is one spring, or fountain, springing up, but there seems to be a system of springs here  the upper and nether springs. 

    JTI think the idea is traceable from the history of Abraham. The Philistines contended, but Abraham reproved Abimelech concerning it. There was a system of wells, as you say, and Abraham had dug them. The devil sought to stop them up, but Isaac unstopped the wells that his father had dug. And so, when Isaac had to do with the Philistine king, and his friend Ahuzzath and Phichol the captain of his host, he was able to send them away. He was powerful in the sense that he was not overcome by the Philistine, nor his friend, nor his military man. 

    JHEChristianity is characterised by springs. The source of a spring is higher than the well in which it is found. 

    JTWell, quite; and so in Gods consideration for man, as Creator, He provided a river that went out of Eden and it became four main streams. These, you might say, covered all the known earth, possibly including Egypt, for it would appear that the Euphrates, and the Tigris, and evidently the Nile were in the mind of God. Whatever may be said about it geographically, God had His own mind about it. 

    ETPYou alluded to Isaac and the wells that he digged. One well was called Rehoboth, meaning Broadways. I was wondering if that would be like what we have come to today  scope in the Spirit. 

    JTWell; God had made room for Isaac, and He has made room for us; that is what the word Broadways signifies: now Jehovah has made room for us. 

    AEWAnd Achsah was provided for and given scope. She seemed to appreciate what was there, so that in addition to the south land she asked for springs. 

    JTQuite so; she got what Caleb wanted to give her, for the giving of God is from His own point of view, not simply what we ask or need, but He gives from His own point of view. 

    JTJrWould Romans 8 be the opening up of the Broadways in that it deals with what we have in the Spirit? 

    JTThere are seventeen references to the Holy Spirit in Romans 8, showing how prominent the idea is in that great fundamental epistle. 

    VCLApparently Othniel asked for the field and Achsah asked for the springs. The Lord says in John 16, I say not to you that I will demand of the Father for you, for the Father himself has affection for you, verse 26. 

    JTVery good; John 15, I think, opens the matter up further. The Lord says, Ye too bear witness, because ye are with me from the beginning, verse 27. But then the Spirit was to bear witness; He was to be the main Witness. He proceeded from the Father. That was the idea. He goes forth from with the Father. And He bears witness, and He is doing it now. But the twelve did it too because they were with the Lord from the beginning. They had a peculiar place as Johns epistle shows, but we have what the Spirit has made available to us in a universal way. It is for all of us. So that He proceeds forth from with the Father; He comes out from where Christ has been glorified. 

    ABPIn Luke 15, after the famine occurred, the prodigal said, I have sinned against heaven. Would that suggest that for him the upper springs had been momentarily cut off because he had misused the blessing? 

    JTHe had sinned against heaven. I suppose it implies that God was acting from heaven at that time as well as on earth, and the prodigal had sinned against heaven, which is the place of resource from the divine side. 

    DPWould the gift of the south land and the springs of water maintain Achsah in dignity in the land? 

    JTWell, quite so; although the idea of the field was there, she was concerned about the blessing. What blessing was in her mind? Not the field alone, but springs of water. Therefore she enlarged on the thought, it was expanded in her mind; she said, Give me springs of water. And Caleb, her father, acted like God and gave her what she needed in abundance; and so we have the thought of abundance in the prophets as connected with the Spirit. 

    WATWould the idea of abundance be seen in Titus? It says, speaking of renewal of the Holy Spirit, which he poured out on us richly, chapter 3: 6. Is that the abundance? 

    JTJust so. And we have it in regard to the water which Moses drew abundantly for the flocks of Jethro. 

    ABPWhen Elijah prayed there was the sound of abundance of rain. 

    JTVery good; and in the gospel of John, I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly, chapter 10: 10. That is a grand thought in Johns gospel. 

    FNWDoes Pauls word in Philippians link on with this? He speaks in chapter 1 of the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and at the end of the book he says, But my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

    JTThat is very fine phraseology: my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

    FHLIn line with this, it says in Luke 11, how much rather shall the Father who is of heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

    JTThat passage is well worth repeating; we have had it already, but a good thing is worth repeating, and it is right to do so if necessary. 

    ETMIn the offering of the princes in Numbers 7, when the tabernacle system was set up, the same offerings were repeated twelve times. Does that show the pleasure they were to heaven? 

    JTVery good. 

    AATDid you have in mind 1 Corinthians 12 as the blessing? The Spirit is mentioned many times in that chapter. 

    JTNo, I had in mind chapter 10: The cup of blessing which we bless. That is the great thought in the Lords supper. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ? That is what I was alluding to. The Lords supper belongs down here, so to speak. 

    ABPIn Matthew 13 the Lord speaks of the treasure being hid in the field. Would that be the sphere of divine operations in the present dispensation, linking on with the field that Achsah had in mind? 

    JTYes; and it would link on with the woman of worth in the book of Proverbs; she acquired a field. 

    ANWWould the field suggest what is potential, but the springs of water, the Spirits operations which produce fruitfulness? 

    JTQuite so; there would be no fruit from the field if there were no water. 

    AMacDIs there a specific field in Judges? In Joshua Achsah urged Othniel to ask for a field, but in the book of Judges it is the field. 

    JTThe field is a definite idea. The distinction you mention confirms me that we were right in reading the two passages. They are not simply corroborative of one another, there is an addition there in the reference to the field. And so in the reference to: this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, John 17: 3. The article is there too, making the blessing definite. 

    ABPNaomi warned Ruth that she be not found in any other field. 

    JTVery good. 

    CAMIs it right to view the inheritance in Joshua as our blessing, the blessing that the saints come into, leading on to the time of David when Gods inheritance is seen in the saints? 

    JTWell, quite so; and the idea of blessing comes in very early in the Scriptures; it is said, And God blessed them, in chapter 1, but to Abraham God says, in chapter 12: I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee ... and thou shalt be a blessing. That great idea came in in Abraham and runs down. Abraham is blessed. Jehovah says, I called him when he was alone, and blessed him, Isaiah 51: 2. 

    QuesIs there any connection with Malachi, where it says: prove me ... if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it, chapter 3: 10. That speaks of superabundance of blessing. 

    JTQuite so; we have to look into the Scriptures to find the extent of the blessing, and it is remarkable that the idea comes into such prominence at the very end of the Old Testament. 

    ETPIn Acts 19 Apollos was at Corinth, but Paul passed through the upper districts and came to Ephesus. Would those two positions suggest the upper and the nether springs? 

    JTVery good; Ephesus suggests the upper line of thought, and the lower line would be seen in relation to Corinth. That is to say, the Scriptures that are opened up in the Corinthian epistle would show the lower line of blessing that we come into in the assembly, but the upper line is set out in Ephesus. The blessing in Ephesus is opened up in Acts 20; it is a wonderful chapter. The way things are opened up there is remarkable. 

    WATWas Caleb on the upper line when he wanted the mountain, and did his daughter take character after him? 

    JTHe was one of those that searched out the land. He and Joshua stood for the truth in the book of Numbers, as those that brought a true report of the sphere of blessing; they had the full thought of the inheritance. 

    VCLIn Deuteronomy 8 Moses said that the land was a place of water-brooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth. Would Achsah be one that was in the good of the economy so that she came into it experimentally? 

    JTVery good, I would say that is excellent; that is a wonderful passage. We should all understand Deuteronomy in regard to blessing. Achsah came in as the land of which Moses spoke was being possessed, so that you might well link her with that wonderful chapter. Moses was the author of Deuteronomy. In that book he unfolded the law; not simply wrote it, but unfolded it. He was filled with the greatness of it, the blessing of it. 

    ETMDoes Caleb anticipate Achsah when he asks, What wouldest thou? 

    JTHe was concerned as to what she wanted; she sprang off the ass, it says. She had respect for her father, which each of us should show when we have to do with God or those that represent God. She sprang off the ass in respect for her father, and then he asked, What wouldest thou? She wanted a blessing; she wanted springs of water, and he granted them to her. He was like God. That is the idea in the type. 

    CFEWas Achsah marked by intelligence when she said, Give me a blessing? 

    JTI think so; she knew the resources that her father had; undoubtedly she knew that he could give her a blessing and that she would not impoverish him by her request. God is rich toward all that call upon Him. And she called upon her father, and she got the blessing. Her father was able to give it to her, and he did. 

    RemAchsah was like Rebecca in that Rebecca sprang off the camel when she came to Isaac. 

    JTYes; we referred to that, but it is good to have it again. 

    ARVerse 20 of our chapter reads, This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families. Our inheritance is amongst the saints, is it not, according to Colossians, but then, Gods inheritance in the saints is seen in Ephesians. We should understand the value of our inheritance  the portion of the saints in light. 

    JTAnd then, the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints comes in in Ephesians 1: 18. You alluded to that? 

    ARYes; I was just wondering if we understand what God gets out of these meetings we are having. 

    JTI am sure He gets great pleasure out of the saints being together like this. 

    SJMWould the south land be a place of favour? God gets His portion. 

    JTWell, I think she does not speak of it in that way, but rather as if it were not enough, that is the way she spoke of it to her father. Besides having that field  it was a south land  she wanted a blessing. It may not have been well watered, and she knew that her father was capable of furnishing the water that was needed. 

    SWWould it suggest that she had the service of God in mind? 

    JTI think so. And she would be thinking of her husband, for she moved him to ask for the field. She evidently had confidence in him, for they must have had some knowledge of each other; and she would say, in principle, We must serve God in all this, and to do so we must have plenty of water so as to have growth and to produce the means of serving God. And the great thing in anything that we have from God is that it may return to God Himself for His service. 

    ANWThat is very striking! She is very avid; she urges her husband, but she also asks; and she is lavish in her asking. It is a wonderful atmosphere to be in. 

    JTHer asking was direct, and so in Ezekiel God says that He will attend to matters Himself. That will be in judgment, but here it is in blessing. And God loves to bless. 

    RFDAnother aspect of the land, as described in Deuteronomy, is that it drinketh the rain of heaven. What is the difference in meaning between that and the waters that gush forth? 

    JTThe rain of heaven is fresh; the freshest kind of water is that which comes down from the clouds. That is a matter, of course, to determine by fact, but I think that is the way it is presented in Scripture. The expanse divided the waters from the waters. The waters above the expanse would be fresher, I would think. And that would be involved in the upper springs. 

    ABPEphesians 5 connects the use of water with the Lord as Head of the assembly; He is said to wash it with the water of the word. Might that connect with the upper springs? 

    JTWe have been thinking of drinking. Washing is one thing, and being refreshed or watered by drink is another. 

    ABPYes, I can see that, but I thought that the Lord is seen as Head of the assembly in Ephesians, and water is available to Him. 

    JTQuite so; so that there is the washing of water by the word. 

    GHAt dawn there is often dew on the ground. Is that suggestive of the Spirit? 

    JTWell, yes. It is a very refreshing thing in the summer time to get the dew; you are thankful for dew. And so we have the idea of being watered by the dew of heaven. In the case of Nebuchadnezzar it was rather detrimental. He was like a beast  made to eat grass like a mere animal  and the dew of heaven came upon him. But when he came to the truth he was recovered and his reason returned to him and he extolled the King of the heavens. 

    FNWLater on in this book the dew appeared to Gideon. Would that indicate that the Spirit of God has made Himself known in a limited way since the decline of the church, but now we are being helped as to original thoughts? 

    JTWell, quite so; in that case it was on the fleece and not on the dry ground in one case and vice versa in the other case. He asked for that sign and got it. Wherever the dew was there was blessing. Gideon wanted to be assured that God would do certain things for him. 

    CAMThere is an allusion to dew in connection with the manna. In the morning the dew lay around the camp. Would it not be right to feel that the Spirit should have a place in the beginning of our days? The apprehension of the Spirit is increasing in what we are enjoying now. There is an apprehension of the Spirit in an increased way. 

    JTAnd there is a very great advantage to the saints through it. One hears from all parts of the earth of the advantage that has come to souls because of the way the Spirit has become known to us through the ministry of the word. So that the question should arise with each of us as to whether we are appreciating it here. I believe we are. 

    TNWAnd this would apply to our sisters too; it is a matter of what is substantial in the assembly taking on appreciation for the Spirit. 

    JTVery good. I have received several very important letters from sisters  a remarkable one from an elderly sister in Scotland. And I just received a remarkable letter today from an elderly sister in England recording the effect of the Spirits service in the light of the truth that has come to us lately. This was from a place where there had been considerable opposition heretofore. 

    CAMThough there may be a certain slowness with some to apprehend what we are speaking of, yet, the very thought of occupying with the Spirit is proving to be of great benefit to the saints everywhere. 

    VCLIs there not a suggestion here that the liberating of these springs, and all the fruitfulness they provide, allows the conflict to go forward in power. Judah goes out with Simeon in the conflict in verse 17. 

    JTQuite so. Well now, let us say something more about the woman herself; she is a distinctive person. The first book of Chronicles would show that; we should know her by the mention of her name without anything further being added. So that we all should know that she is a type of the assembly; she represents features of the assembly, because she is a type of the assembly and we should be able to speak of what she is in herself. 

    JHEThe writer of the Song of Songs says, in chapter 4: A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed, verse 12. 

    There was something there for his peculiar delight? 

    JTWell, there is a little question as to the idea of the fountain being sealed in that passage, but I think the correct wording is used in the New Translation. 

    ABPThe passage says that Achsahs father gave her to Othniel, but it also says, And it came to pass, as she came. It would seem that she was fully in the matter; she was prepared to take on the link. 

    JTI believe the idea is that she was there; it is not simply that she came to her husband, but that she came. She filled out the scene; indeed, she was necessary for the scene to be filled out. That is the idea of it, I think. And so it will be in the millennium; the assembly will come into the scene. God will place her there. He has made her the greatest family in the universe, and she is to be there and to be known. 

    ABPJohn saw her coming down. 

    JTQuite so. He says in the book of Revelation: I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband, chapter 21: 2. 

    ARIn the Song of Songs the bridegroom is described and also the bride. Should we understand the assemblys affinity with the Bridegroom? In Chronicles Achsah is known; I wondered if the Song of Songs works that out. It says, My dove, mine undefiled, is but one; she is the only one of her mother, she is the choice one of her that bore her. The daughters saw her, and they called her blessed; the queens and the concubines, and they praised her, chapter 6: 9. 

    JTVery good. During the last fifty years the Song of Songs has become, so far as my knowledge of things is concerned, one of the parts of the Old Testament that has been most used for the opening up of the truth of the assembly in the service of God. No other book in the Old Testament has yielded so much, considering its brevity, as the Song of Songs. 

    WATWas Achsah an inspiration to Othniel? She inspired him to great efforts; she urged him on. Was not the assembly, in one sense, an incentive to the Lord? It says: Who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, Hebrews 12: 2. And then the merchantman of Matthew 13, Having found one pearl of great value, could sell all that he had in order that he might buy the pearl. 

    JTShe is truly the woman of worth, according to Proverbs 31: Who can find a woman of worth? 

    QuesWhy does Achsah, not Othniel, take the active part in asking for the springs of water? 

    JTWell, she is aware that they are needed; that is the idea, and her father discerned it. She asked for springs of water, but he gave her the upper springs and the nether springs. He gave her more than she asked. 

    FHLAnd is there a touch of what is Solomonic in that? After he became Israels saviour, in chapter 3, the land had rest forty years. Does that carry the type through? 

    JTVery good; I would say that. The land had rest forty years under Othniels influence. 

    FNWIs there something unique in this type of the assembly in that it is not so much that the man is there, but it seems to be a question of finding a man worthy of the woman? 

    JTWell, it says that she came; not simply that she came to her husband; you might expect that. But she came as entering into the great scene that was opened up to her, and she filled it out, I think. 

    JTJrThe idea of fulness would come in here? 

    JTThat is just it; the idea of fulness. The assembly is the fulness of him who fills all in all, Ephesians 1: 23. 

    ABPIt says as to her that, she came, then she urged, and then she sprang, and also that she said. Is it not like the woman in Marks gospel of whom the Lord said, What she could she has done, chapter 14: 8. 

    JTVery good. 

  
    DIVINE APPOINTMENT (JT 83)

    Psalm 114:1,2; Judges 1:1 - 15

    JTJudah (whose name signifies praise) has a unique place in Scripture as representing the idea of divine appointment based on a certain character in the person or persons appointed, whether that character be indicated prophetically, or whether it exist actually at any given time; so that it enters into localities as well as the general testimony of God. We are told that the gifts and calling of God are without repentance Romans 11:29, and that God has set certain in the assembly, 1 Corinthians 12:28. That is a question of His sovereign selection for certain services, and, as in the case of the apostle Paul, the ministry God had appointed to him was to go through, as he says, That by me the preaching might be fully known, 2 Timothy 4:17. Whatever others might have thought, that is how the preaching should be fully known. If others came according to God into the service, such as Apollos, the apostle made plenty of room for them in his own sphere of service. Although Paul had nothing to do with the instruction of Apollos at the outset, yet Apollos served in relation to him with the heartiest co-operation, and acceptance, too, by the apostle, whose position was not impaired by any further appointments of God or other help brought in. I thought we could see in the psalm the place that Judah had; he was Jehovahs sanctuary. His name signifies praise; and although the facts in Exodus hardly bear out the idea of Judah being His sanctuary yet it was in the mind of God, doubtless, in view of characteristics that should fit in with the idea of the sanctuary, whether they were current at the time, or whether they were prophetic. God, knowing the end from the beginning, makes His appointments accordingly. 

    PLWould the lowliness which the sense of sovereignty would produce contribute to the spirit of mutuality? 

    JTJust so. You feel that if God puts one forward, either by prophetic indication or by direct support at the time, it is according to His perfect knowledge of the person or persons. And the name given to Judah undoubtedly was prophetic; it indicated that there should be praise, which surely has to do with the sanctuary. 

    QuesIs the recognition of divine sovereignty and mutuality, divine appointment and making room for one another, the way praise is helped practically? 

    JTI think so. I think mutual co-operation makes room for the sanctuary, and that is what comes out in Judah pre-eminently. He had a large territory allotted to him, but he was magnanimous. He represents the love, the greatness of love, which is not selfish or restrictive; it welcomes others to share with it what it has. 

    HEFHave you in mind, in saying that, that Judah asked Simeon to go with him? 

    JTYes. Referring back to Joshua 19:1 - 9, we would all remember that Simeons portion or allotment was inside Judahs. (Joshua 19:1 - 9). God could easily have given Simeon a portion otherwise; He could have given Judah a smaller portion and given Simeon his by itself. But this is the way God elected to have it, for the very reason just suggested, that is, to bring out in Judah what was there. God loves to bring out the good that is in us. 

    RemJudahs spirit in making room for Simeon, of whom it had been said, I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel Genesis 49:7, was really of God. 

    JTI thought so. God loves to bring out the good that is in us, and we are tested sometimes in order that the good might be brought out. If the good is not in us it is not brought out; there is exposure; but in Judahs case the good was there. 

    RemThe Lord Jesus Christ of necessity must come of the tribe of Judah. 

    JTAll that enters into it; that is to say, what is potential as well as what is actual enters into the selection of Judah for this first place. As we were remarking, his name indicates much in a potential sense, and his part in somewhat modifying the hostility of his brethren towards Joseph indicates there was something good in the presence of bad. In the presence of evil in others he and Reuben had something good in them, which God always takes account of. Reuben would have delivered Joseph entirely, and Judah prevailed on his brethren not to kill him (Genesis 37:26,27). The idea of influence for good comes out in Judah, and then the part he takes in relation to Benjamin in procuring the food in Egypt and his speech before Joseph (Genesis 44:18 - 34), all bring out this element of good, this predominance of good. He shines where he is greatly needed. 

    RemYou have something in your mind as to why Judah was chosen at this particular moment in connection with this character of conflict. 

    JTI thought the good was showing itself in a very distinct way in Judah, especially in Caleb; for the tribe has to be accredited with all that attaches to it. 

    HEFWhile you make a good deal of Gods sovereign choice, would you say that the history of Judah shows that there was nothing arbitrary in that choice; there were certain features that justified that choice? 

    JTThat is what I thought. Even if the features be not present when God makes the choice, they are there potentially, and He knows; in due course they come to light. We cannot always judge from the outset; we do not always see as God sees, but if God gives a place of prominence to any, He knows why, and He loves to bring out the features that He knows are there. 

    HEFIs it our business to recognise that sovereignty? 

    JTIt is indeed, and then the one that is in an appointed position is great enough to make room for others. 

    QuesIn Judges 1 Judah says to Simeon, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites. Judges 1:3 Is mutuality indicated in the let us? 

    JTThat is the brother who is speaking. First we have: And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up; behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him Judges 1:1 - 3. It is a very beautiful beginning to the book of Judges. 

    JHBWhat is the bearing upon ourselves of these thoughts relating to Judah? 

    JTThey refer to anyone whom God sees fit to put forward in His service. Then if He sees fit to put another forward in His service the question will be: Will the first make room for the second? Will they work together? That is, I think, the present bearing of a passage like this. 

    JHBI think that is helpful. Was there another tribe more prominent than Judah for a time before he came to the front? 

    JTYes, the birthright was Josephs. Primarily the birthright was Reubens, but he lost it. Joseph got it on the principle of sovereign selection, and now Judah has the first place. So that someone has been displaced; indeed, twice there has been displacement on the principle of sovereignty. Now how is Judah going to behave? Through this book you will notice that Ephraim, who was the leading tribe according to the place Joseph had, is arbitrary; that is, he was not equal to the position, and suffered accordingly; whereas Judah is quite equal to the position here, and I think he represents what runs right through, for royalty belongs to Judah, all centring in Christ. It is the spirit of Christ that makes room for others. 

    JHBDoes Psalm 78 bear on this? 

    JTAnd he rejected the tent of Joseph, and chose not the tribe of Ephraim, but chose the tribe of Judah Psalm 78:67,68. 

    JHBHistorically that came to light later than what we are reading about. 

    JTQuite so. Psalm 114 makes the choice anterior to both these incidents. Then Zechariah says, Jehovah shall save the tents of Judah first Zechariah 12:7. And then we know that our Lord has sprung out of Juda, as we are told in Hebrews 7:14. 

    RemRevelation 5 is very fine: the Lion of the tribe of Juda Revelation 5:5 prevails eventually. 

    JTThe prevailing spirit for good comes to light; the Lion of the tribe of Juda ... hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof Revelation 5:5. 

    PLDavid was the subject of sovereignty as the psalmist says: He chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds, Psalm 78:70. Then, in relation to the mighty men, does he make room for the spirit of mutuality in others? 

    JTHe does indeed. He made too much room for Joab, but that is another thought. I think that is rather a weakness: Joab was too hard 2 Samuel 3:39 for him; 

    that is another thing, but, generally speaking, the room he makes for the mighties is very fine. 

    EWLGod would support that which is the outcome of His own sovereign activities? 

    JTHe does; He comes in to make good what He knows is there. He knows the end from the beginning, and if He makes an appointment He has that in view. The history of Judah throughout supports the prominence which the tribe acquires. 

    QuesIs this the way things work out in localities, that there should be those who may be regarded as divinely appointed, that such would recognise others, and then there would be praise to God as an outcome? 

    JTThat sets out what I have in mind very distinctly. 

    RemThe great issue would be in praise to God. 

    JTIt is the great end in view in all the testimony of God, that all is to culminate in His praise. The book of Psalms is the testimony to that. The great end in view is the praise of all to Jehovah. 

    RemHence the importance of what you have suggested with regard to co-operation. 

    JTThe seriousness of refusing that is seen in Diotrephes of whom John says, he receives us not, and further he casts ... out of the assembly, 3 John 9,10. Diotrephes would not admit of others serving with him. There was the spirit of intolerance; whereas we get the opposite here in Judah. He speaks to his brother, asking him to go with him, and they go together and fight together. Then note the recurrence of Judahs name: in verse 4: Judah went up; in verse 8: The children of Judah fought against Jerusalem; then verse 9: Afterwards the children of Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites; and verse 10: And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron. The Spirit of God seems to love to name Judah in this connection, 

    as if God was pleased with the state of Judah at the moment in his movements, so that He repays him so far for his largeness of view. Judah is ready to take on Simeon, and Simeon is ready to go with him and fight in a subordinate way, but nevertheless to fight. So there is success and victory. 

    RemThe merging of Simeon in Judah in that way is very beautiful; Simeon does not seem to be receiving any prominent place, but is content to be merged in Judah. 

    JTThat is the thought; Jehovah did not say anything as to Simeon fighting along with Judah, but He had given him a place in the territory of Judah, and Judahs seeking the co-operation of Simeon here shows the excellent relations that existed between them. 

    PLWould Moses have all that in mind in the blessing of Judah: Hear, Jehovah, the voice of Judah, and bring him unto his people; may his hands strive for them; and be thou a help to him against his oppressors, Deuteronomy 33:7? 

    JTThat fits in with what we are saying; also Jacobs word: The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be, Genesis 49:10. That is very beautiful as showing what was there, as I said, either actually at the time, or potentially, God knowing all. 

    QuesWhy do they take Adoni-Bezek, with his thumbs and great toes cut off, to Jerusalem, where he dies? 

    JTYou will observe that it says of the children of Judah that they had taken Jerusalem and burnt it with fire: And the children of Judah fought against Jerusalem, and took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire (verse 8). Jerusalem belonged to Benjamin; why then should Judah take it? Benjamin makes no complaint; had he been a quarrelsome brother he would have made a complaint, but he had good reason to regard his elder brother Judah. Judah had spoken most touchingly of him to Joseph, and therefore Judah taking Jerusalem shows that there were excellent relations between him and Benjamin too. Obviously Benjamin valued the service rendered, for it was one of his cities. He could not possibly suffer loss by the capture of it by Judah, and he makes no complaint so far as we can see. So that Jerusalem has a place in a spiritual sense as taken by Judah; it was to be the city of the great King, Psalm 48:2. It is to have a place equal to Judahs own, henceforth to be associated with Judah in a special way as the royal city. Now there must be something in that place, spiritually, to deal with such a man as Adoni-Bezek; there must be something there to deal with a condition like that in the best way. They deprive him of what signifies his natural power; he was a man of great natural power, thumbs and great toes indicating natural power, what we might rely on naturally in the service of God; and it is a great service to deprive us of that  to render that null and void in us. He died at Jerusalem. They brought him to Jerusalem, indicating the kind of influence that is at Jerusalem, Judah having already captured it. 

    QuesIf the features of Jerusalem in a spiritual sense were found with us, would that kind of element among us die? 

    JTI think so; there are elements like this and you know what to do with them. Certain may have been prominent, and may have done certain things; they are on our hands, and Jerusalem is the best place for them. It is a question of spiritual influence instead of direct discipline; only that influence can bring down this sort of thing. Jerusalem stands for what is general against what is local. One great thought is Jerusalem above Galatians 4:26, not simply, Jerusalem in heaven, but Jerusalem above, Galatians 4:26 giving it a certain predominance and influence because of its elevation. I think many are helped that way who are unduly local, by being brought under the influence of what is general, which is what Jerusalem stands for. 

    JAPAs we are all brought under the teaching of the Spirit of God are we led to value what is general? 

    JTI think it is a great day when we emerge from what is merely local to what is general, for the general idea is necessarily greater; I am afraid many of us are unduly local. 

    RemJudah was his sanctuary is a matter of divine appointment, but it says further Israel his dominion, Psalm 114:2. 

    JTJust so; Israel brings in a wider thought. 

    ROSWould the children of Israel asking Jehovah Who shall go up for us ... first? show that they recognised that it was His dominion? 

    JTThere was the recognition of Jehovahs rights and of His sway. This thought of Jerusalem is one of the finest in the chapter really, if it is understood, if we read it from our understanding of Jerusalem; and this is the only way to read the Old Testament aright; we must read it with the eyes of the New Testament to get help and detail. 

    RemIn that way we should be great gainers by coming under the influence of Jerusalem above ... which is our mother. Galatians 4:26 It has delivering power, and such men as Adoni-Bezek die; they cease to be what they were. They had executed discipline upon him, but they did not kill him; that is, to put it in christian language, they did not exclude him from fellowship. They brought him where his natural proclivities ceased to act against the truth; he would be overwhelmed there. 

    HEFWhat have we to learn from the way Adoni-Bezek had treated the seventy kings? 

    JTIt shows what sort of man he was  the cruelty that was there; and it is what we are all capable of, even in the things of God, if we are acting on the line of fleshly ability and power. In Jerusalem a man like this is rendered null and void, so to say; his power is taken from him. But if he moves where there is little spirituality he may yet do damage. Jerusalem represents what is spiritual. A man may be harmless in a spiritual meeting when he might do damage in an unspiritual one. He recognises the righteousness of Gods ways; that is what is so encouraging about him (verse 7); you could not retain him in fellowship otherwise. But he is not spiritual; so he is not a person to be at large; he is better under spiritual influence with persons to look after him in that way. 

    QuesHow would the upper springs and the nether springs connect with this? 

    JTI think in these lie the power to deal with such conditions. The position of Judah deserves great attention, the recurrence of the expression Judah as representing something that pleases God in this connection. That is to say, a brother, or brothers, put forward by God in His service and quite equal to receiving help from others without any jealousy, quite equal to receiving them and profiting by their co-operation; that is the point, I think. So God mentions Judah over and over again because He is pleased with him under those circumstances. I do not think we sufficiently take account of the part divine Persons have in the service here on earth. Every meeting affords something for God if it is spiritual; Divine Persons get more out of such meetings than any of us, and in the circumstances mentioned here Jehovah had great pleasure in Judah; He mentions him so frequently and helps him too. 

    And then we see the kind of support that comes in in connection with Othniel and Achsah, because they are to continue this. The spirit of Judah, if it is to be continued, is to be on those lines, through the upper springs and the nether springs. 

    JHBAre two different kinds of spirituality seen in Othniel on the one hand and Achsah on the other? 

    JTOthniel is a warrior, because if this service of Judah is to be continued we have to be warriors, and warriors of a superior kind, because the service to be rendered involves the overthrow of what represents the world of literature. One who sets himself to overthrow that among the brethren has a heavy war on hand. He will have to suffer. So that Othniel is a man of courage. But then he is a man of affection too; he has something in his mind as a prize, and in that he represents the spirit of Christ. The end of all this war is to secure the assembly in principle, and that is worth while. The Lord Jesus gave all for that. 

    ROSDavid asked about the prize before he went to slay Goliath (1 Samuel 17:26). 

    JTThere should always be that  an incentive  as indeed in the Lords case: Who for the joy that was set before him, Hebrews 12:2. That is a perfectly right thought, and appears here in a striking manner in Othniel. There is a prize in the end. And so with Jacob; he went to Padan expressly for a wife under the orders of his father and mother, but the question of a wife did not come up in Padan until Laban enquired about wages. A wife would be the wages (Genesis 29:18). That is what every servant should be labouring for. As soon as our brethren around us recognise any obligation to us, we say, We do not want yours but you. When Laban raised the question of wages, the answer was Rachel, that is, the assembly. Anyone not labouring with that in view is not in accord with the mind of Christ. It is a question of having the assembly in view in all our service, so that Christ may have the assembly, and that is what entered into Othniels exploit here. Achsah, in her position, is equally true; she recognised that the position required springs of water. She moved her husband first to ask of her father a field, but when she approaches her father herself she seems to be more aggressive; as if the nearer we get to God the more encouragement we have to pray. She asks for springs of water, and she gets them. 

    JHBThese things would represent certain features which would be for the glory of God in His people  the woman representing the subjective state pleasing to God. 

    JTJudahs spirit is to be continued. We must consider Othniel and Achsah as to what they represent. If we have rightly understood the position of Judah we can intelligently and profitably consider the position of Othniel and Achsah because they come in as of the family that, in this particular setting, gives such distinction to Judah. We must consider Caleb in this particular setting. The thought of belonging to the tribe of Judah is seen in Calebs time, and again in Davids time, and also in that of Christ. 

    PLYou would never trust your thumbs and great toes once you have learned to prove what the upper and lower springs suggest. Would not the thumbs suggest upper power, and the great toes the lower? 

    JTI think the thumbs would allude to the power of intelligence. The thumb is the strongest finger. You do get the index finger also in Scripture  a very interesting subject, but the thumb suggests the power of intelligence, what it may do in keeping people down (as suggested by the expression under his thumb). That is a poor thing, if God is seeking to put certain ones up or use them alongside one. 

    The idea of the great toe may be the power to kick or do harm to persons. 

    RemSo that great as a warrior might be he would not continue the conflict for its own sake; he would have something greater and nearer his heart, more important to him than victory. 

    JTVery good; you mean Achsah, typical of the assembly. Victory would be secured by the beautiful way indicated here of carrying on the service, that is, the upper and nether springs. Instead of using ones own natural power one relies on the power of God, by self-judgment making room for the Spirit  the power of the Spirit of God. As the prophet says, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts, Zechariah 4:6. 

    RemAchsah says, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land  that would be the position; but for the gain and enjoyment of that you need the upper and nether springs. 

    JTThat is what I think really takes the place of the thumbs and the great toes, which represent natural power. 

    JHBWhat do the upper and nether springs severally represent? 

    JTI suppose the upper springs might be taken as alluding to Ephesians  the elevated side of things. The nether represent what is here. As has been suggested, the toe is the power below  the lower affections. The nether springs would include, say, John 4, where the well springs up. 

    JHBWould the nether springs suggest the Spirit as meeting and displacing that which is of the flesh in us, and the upper the Spirit as leading us into the great thoughts of God? 

    JTQuite so. The nether springs involve, I think, the complete displacement of what is peculiarly mean about us, the vicious things that we are capable of in speaking against others. They originate in the lower affections, and so Peter says that we are to lay aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, 1 Peter 2:1. That is all those mean things that so mark men and women in this world, the mean things that are current, that are employed against persons whom we do not like. I think the lower springs imply that all that is negatived. 

    JHBWhat is meant by the expression you have used: the lower affections? 

    JTAs soon as they are purified (as in the case of the woman in John 4) you can appeal to what is within you; you can call upon all that is within you to praise God (see Psalm 103:1). All those affections are now suitable for divine praise, instead of being employed for the expression of the flesh. So that Romans 7 gives the process through which we are called upon to go if we are to reach the nether springs. It is an introspective sort of process, but you emerge as on the Lords side  like the sons of Levi, after Moses came down from the mount (Exodus 32:26). He could not bring the law into the camp; and that is just how it is with a person who has not gone through Romans 7; the law has to be broken outside, as it were, because the flesh is always against the law of God; it ever serves sin. So that it is a question of being on the Lords side, whether I am on the Lords side authoritatively or not; whether I can go right over on to the Lords side or whether the flesh holds me. So that the process results in: So then I myself with the mind serve Gods law Romans 7:25; that is, I have found my feet spiritually; I am now dominant in my own establishment, and say, like Joshua: As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Joshua 24:15. I am on the Lords side. 

    WHHDid not both these features appear in Caleb? Can we not trace it back? We can see how he appreciated divine wealth in the land, and how he met difficulties with his brethren. 

    JTJoshua 14 would bear out what you are saying; Caleb comes to Joshua and says in effect, You remember the word of Jehovah concerning me and thee at Kadesh-barnea, after I had been sent to search out the land. He is a man who can go back on his history without a tremor; he can call attention to what he was. He was on the Lords side. He can go back forty years and he was spiritual then. He had, so to speak, gone through Romans 7. He kept with the people of God; he never gave them up; he went all the way round with them; he refers to when Israel wandered in the wilderness Joshua 14:10. He admits that that was the condition of things; there was no definiteness about Israel, but he was definite. That is the kind of thing here in the beginning of Judges; it is Judah, but the Judah of Calebs time. That is the idea, and now Caleb is providing for a continuance of that in his son-in-law and daughter. 

    JAPShould that experience of Romans 7 be gone through early in the history of the believer? 

    JTThat is the thing; can I refer back, as Caleb did, to earlier days? What were my experiences then? This process taken on early makes room for the nether springs. Young people are very prone to these vicious things against others; but now instead of evil speakings and the like I have the wholesome thoughts of God, what is of God. 

    QuesDoes that come out in Colossians 3:12,13: Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye? 

    JTI think that is the idea. The nether springs provide for all that. 

    ROSWe read in Psalm 84:5 - 7: Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee,  they, in whose heart are the highways. Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring; yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings. They go from strength to strength: each one will appear before God in Zion. 

    JTIt is persons of that kind that continue the principle seen in Judah here. 

    RemIt is encouraging to see what you say, that God would preserve these things down through the generations, bringing in another generation a step in advance of the previous one. 

    JTTo bring it down to a spiritual application: what time in Judahs history have I lived in? The name means praise, and his history is always culminating in that. Have I been in accord with the period of Caleb, with the upper springs and the nether springs? 

    PLDo you think we might have, at the close, a panoramic view of Judahs history at every point to bring out the varied excellencies of Christ? 

    JTIt is a very fine study to find out what these features of Judah are, and whether one is in accord with them. This is one of the finest periods in Judahs history, because both here and in Joshua 15 we have the history of this incident. God is given first place in regard of it. 

    JHBWhat do we learn from the fact that Othniel was the first of the deliverers? 

    JTHe was a man of resources. In Judges 3 we are told: The anger of Jehovah was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia Judges 3:8 (meaning Syria of the two rivers). That means he was a king of great worldly resources; and the children of Israel served him eight years. Then the children of Israel cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother. And the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out to war, and Jehovah gave Chushan-rishathaim king of Syria into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. And the land had rest forty years Judges 3:9 - 11. 

    That is the first judge, and he is a sort of type of the kind of thing that is sure to succeed  a man of spiritual resources, and these spiritual resources involve not only himself, but his wife; that is to say, Christ and the assembly are in view. 

    JHBThat is important in a day of recovery. 

    JTI do not think God will let us have any rest till we recognise the assembly. The land had rest forty years. Judges 3:11. That is the principle running throughout the book. If we do not recognise the assembly we shall have trouble. Othniel secured Achsah and had his resources in the two kinds of springs; that is the whole position, I think. 

  
    CHRIST IN THE BELIEVER (JT 94)

    Romans 8: 10; Judges 1: 14, 15; Judges 5: 11; Judges 15: 18 - 20

    In thinking of what might be acceptable in the way of ministry the thought of enlargement came to me, and it occurred to me that for the christian it involves life. God intends that in enlargement there should be the evidence of life, and so I begin with the word in Romans 8: 10If Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness, for it is obvious that if Christ be in us, it is incompatible that the motions of sin should, at the same time, be active. 

    He came to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself and to take away the sin of the world. He that does that baptises with the Holy Spirit; so that is, in order to live in a christian He deals effectively with the members in which sin is active. In baptising with the Spirit He makes room for Himself. The Stone that smote the image in Nebuchadnezzars dream filled the whole earth (Daniel 2: 35). 

    At the introduction of the millennium Christ deals effectively with sin by removing it; He is now operating in the christian on the same principle, that there should be room for Himself. That is what is going on. If Christ be in you the body is dead because of sin: that is, the vessels in which our wills were active are no longer available for our wills, but are presented to God a living sacrifice. The believers body is to be a vessel for Christ; this is one of the greatest practical things, giving a wonderful place to our bodies. Then Christ baptises with the Spirit. To illustrate this I should like to refer to 2 Kings 4. Here we have a woman who was a widow of one of the sons of the prophets, which suggests inherited light, and not in the fruits of their own exercises. This woman is an illustration of many christians; though she had light she was in poverty; her sons were about to be taken as bondmen. Typically she was not able to understand the value of the Spirit. She comes to Elisha and he says, What shall I do for thee? 

    Tell me, what hast thou in the house? It is not what is in heaven, but in the house. The believer is blessed ... with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ (Ephesians 1: 3), but what I have in heaven is not in my house. The riches there are unsearchable, but the point is what have I got in my house. What is in heaven is secured infallibly to the believer. What hast thou in the house? A pot of oil. That was enough. That is the thing to see; the pot of oil was there. It is in the house, under your hand. The prophet says, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full, 2 Kings 4: 3, 4. She responded to the word. We find the importance of going by the word emphasised in 2 Kings. Naaman had to go by the word; the little maid said to her mistress Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria!, 2 Kings 5: 3. Naaman had his own thought. He took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold and ten changes of raiment, and went to the king of Israel. It was all useless; there was no value in it at all. He had to go by the word: Would God my lord were with the prophet, not the king. 

    Here the woman acts on the prophets word; she pours out the oil; every vessel is full. The more vessels, the more room there is available for the Spirit. He is in the house; the believer has Him. He is given to those who obey Christ. Get the vessels, pour out the oil. Every bit of room you make for the Spirit makes for enlargement. This involves discarding the things we cling to. The oil filled every vessel. Then the prophet says, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest. Thus the righteous requirements of the law are fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit (Romans 8: 4). She lives on the rest; she is now a woman with means of spiritual livelihood. 

    Now this scripture speaks of a great woman. She has room for Christ; If Christ be in you. She is a wealthy woman. The prophet passes by her door often. How the Lord shows Himself now, just to give you an opportunity to see how you have got on! She says, This is a holy man of God. She has discernment now, not only wealth. She is a continuation of the woman with the oil. She has a house. As you go into this house there is no sign of poverty, and the Shunammite discerns that Elisha is a holy man of God. Nothing tests us more than the question of holiness, and without holiness no man shall see the Lord (see Hebrews 12: 14). The clerical garb, the cloister, the monk, speak of an outward show of holiness; but do you see holiness in a man who goes to work every morning earning his living with his hands? It requires discernment to see this. This wealthy woman had discernment. The Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit, who sheds the love of God abroad in our hearts. Holiness discerns this in others as seen in Peter who said, Thou art the holy one of God, John 6: 69. You want a holy man in your house; the world does not, the true christian does. She invites this man into the house; she builds a room for him. She represents the believer in whom Christ is: If Christ be in you. She had the prophet now in her house; typically there was room now for Christ. 

    We see how the principle is worked out in Judges. The key to the understanding of the book is in the first passage read. The book contemplates a broken state of things. Achsah represents the underlying spiritual element; mere light will not do. This underlying spiritual element may be found in a sister as in a brother. It is essential to the maintenance of the position. 

    The south land is a favourable land. It represents what is objective, what God has blessed us with objectively. The expression south is favourable in northern latitudes. By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand (Romans 5: 2), but we need more than a favourable aspect. Give me also springs of water. This is essential to the maintenance of the position in any locality. We must have the spring. Achsah had it; she sprang down from the ass. Everything has to be sustained in living spiritual energy. Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs. The upper are mentioned first; this refers to Ephesians as presenting to us the truth of the Spirit in connection with the purpose of God in its heavenly aspect. Ephesians is the inheritance, but you must have the thing in your soul. We have in the presence of the Spirit the earnest of our inheritance, the thing itself, not the title now (Ephesians 1: 13, 14); the earnest of the Spirit is the thing itself in principle. The earnest of the Spirit in our hearts  2 Corinthians 1: 22  that is what you value. The upper springs which she got, give an example of receiving abundantly above all that we ask or think. The inheritance of God is brought into your soul, the thing itself in principle by the Spirit. The nether springs I believe refer to the epistle to the Romans; in this epistle the Spirit supports you in relation to your walk down here, independent of this world. He enables you to discharge every liability, and to live besides. The believer thus shows his independence of this world. 

    This passage in Judges gives the key to the maintenance of the position seen in the book. You get a terrible history in judges of mans will, but the idea of spiritual life is maintained throughout. We see Phinehas, at the end of the book, taking care of the ark. With him God had made a covenant of peace, and he corresponds in Judges with the springs given to Achsah. 

    The place that women have in this book reminds us of what sisters may be in the testimony. Deborah dwells under her palm tree between Ramah and Bethel. She was a sister who had acquired personal victory. There is an immense field for sisters who maintain relations with God in the secret of their souls. She dwelt under her own palm tree between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim. These were wonderful surroundings. She had respect for the commandment of Jehovah. Hash not the Lord God of Israel commanded? Judges 4: 6. Barak acts on the word and God gives a wonderful victory. In this another woman had a leading part, Jael. Thus the spiritual exploits of women are here remarkably illustrated. 

    Then we read of those who divide the spoil in the midst of the places of drawing water. Every bit of conflict for the truth implies spoil, something gained; this is divided in the midst of the places of drawing water; there are rehearsed the righteous acts of Jehovah. The places of drawing water refer to the meetings of saints, which have the ministry of the word in view, and in which mutuality is experienced. 

    Chapter 15 confirms all this. We are now dealing with Samsons great exploits. We might have referred to other waters, for in the days of Gideon the people encamped beside the spring Harod (Judges 7: 1). Samson becomes extremely interesting. The Spirit of God makes much of him in this book. At the outset of his ministry you have death and life. He slays the lion, and returning finds a swarm of bees in the carcase  symbolical of the mutual spiritual relations and activities of the people of God. Honey is the product of many entities. They acted together in relation to death; it was life in death. Samson finds the honey; he got the actual product, something tangible, life out of death. He ate it and gave to his father and mother and they ate it. This brought out a riddle. True Christians are a puzzle or riddle to the world. Samson put the riddle to his companions. Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness, judges 14: 14. How can you solve it? The world cannot solve it. These Philistines could not. Philistines refer to big men, men of intellect, men who can dig into the bowels of the earth and read the stars. But they could not answer Samsons riddle. All the scientists of the world cannot answer this riddle. They have not the Spirit  Christians are in the secret for they have the anointing which tells us all things. We understand. The world thinks us fanatics, extremists, perhaps they are sorry for us. But the truth is that they are not in the divine secret. Secrecy marks Samsons ministry. The disclosing of his secrets was his undoing; till then he was invulnerable. The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him; it lies in the Spirit. The Philistines could not answer the riddle; they find out the explanation from his wife. The disclosure of his secrets was his undoing. The maintenance of divine secrets is necessary to our position here. Great men cannot solve divine riddles but the simple believer, who has the Spirit, 

    understands. That marks Samsons ministry. Life is found in a mutual way in relation to death. Honey was there for him, he ate it, his father and mother ate it. In chapter 15 he is in straits. He had been victorious in a remarkable way, yet he is in straits. The Spirit emphasises the thought of water. It is a fresh, or new, jawbone, meaning that death had just happened. It was there; he slew a thousand men with it. One who understands the secret of the death of Christ, knows its present bearing; not two thousand years old as a matter of history, but in its present bearing it is as if the death of Christ had just happened. That is what Samson indicates; that fresh things accomplish victory, not catechisms three hundred years old. 

    This is in accord with Deborah, but victory was not enough. Samson throws away the jawbone and cries to Jehovah. Water or refreshment of this kind comes only by prayer. The Lord clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out. This became known spiritually later. The Spirit of God records: God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof En-hakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day, judges 15: 19. En-hakkore is the well of him that cried. It acquired a place spiritually for it says it is in Lehi unto this day. God answered a mans cry in giving him water. If He answered Samson, He will answer you. The believer has to learn that he gets the water by prayer. The Spirit comes in by prayer; and as having Him we learn by prayer how to use Him. 

    When the people were about to enter the land, instead of smiting the rock, Moses should have spoken to it (Numbers 20). Aarons rod, the rod of priesthood, blossomed, budded and produced almonds in one night. It speaks of Christ risen from among the dead. 

    It was afresh jawbone, that is Christ dead; the rod of Aaron is Christ alive. Prayer is a priestly act, and goes up effectively through the High Priest. Samson prayed and God clave a hollow place in Lehi and he drank. He is now ready again for the conflict. He judged Israel twenty years. 

    There is not a detail given as to how he judged Israel, but there is a lot of detail with regard to his conflicts with the Philistines. How can anyone judge according to God save by the Spirit? The secret of it, as with Samson, lies in the spring  the Spirit typically. The Spirit is life because of righteousness. How can anyone judge apart from righteousness! We are to judge now in righteousness by the Spirit. 

  
    SPIRITUAL ENERGY AND THE VESSEL FOR IT (JT 94)

    John 4: 5 - 24; Judges 1: 12 - 15

    JTIt occurred to me that it would help to call attention to this feature of life, that it is marked by energy. There is a correspondence between Johns gospel and Judges in that we have at the outset of Judges this reference to springs, and it is as if this woman represents the underlying feature of the book. 

    In view of the breakdown the book contemplates that the springs of water would ensure the maintenance of what is of God; so that you have, at the end of the book of Judges, Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the high priest, with whom a covenant was made; this son was identified with the testimony at the end (Judges 20: 27, 28). So I think Johns gospel ensures the true priesthood at the end, that which shall stand by the testimony. The maintenance of this at the end is ensured by the principle of the springs. 

    The book of judges, as many of us doubtless know, makes frequent references to life in its energetic feature. For instance, those that divide the spoil do so in the places of drawing water, Judges 5: 11. And in chapter 14 we have a swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, suggestive in a peculiar way of the energy of life in its results, that is, in the honey. Then in chapter 15 we have Samson thirsty, and he prays: and God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi ... And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. It says then he judged Israel ... twenty years, as if the secret lay there, in the spring. 

    Things are not complete unless there be the accompaniment of the spring; that is to say, we have not only to apprehend Christ as presented in the gospels but there is also the Spirit, so that there should be correspondence with the light, correspondence in an energetic way, because it is a principle that a state of things such as we have to do with requires spiritual energy. 

    We see that Achsah sprang off the ass; she had the energy already; she sprang off the ass, not simply alighted, to meet her father. She realised that he had given her a south land, but she wanted springs of water. And I think that is the principle underlying the whole book, that if there is to be enjoyment of the land there must be the springs of water. In travelling about the world one sometimes comes across a land that may be fertile and has abundance of sun and air but there is no water and therefore no growth. 

    Isaac was one who knew the value of water, and he dug wells but the Philistines stopped them. Stopped wells are equivalent to no wells at all. It is no use knowing what our fathers had if we have not got the water. Then finally the servants come to him and say, We have found water, and he calls that place Beersheba, that is, the well of the oath. He is settled now, he has got supply in having the wells of water. 

    Energy is a great feature in Scripture; only in the young christians it is apt to be in the flesh; young people are apt to be energetic but in a mixed way, the flesh in some way harnessed up along with the Spirit. 

    In the offerings you have energy represented by the ram, but alongside the ram you find the oblation or meat offering. That is the check on the flesh. The energy is there in the ram, but there must be also that which the meat offering suggests. 

    Accordingly in Johns gospel the beginning of chapter 3 makes it clear that ye must be born again; flesh is flesh, whether it is in the christian or in the unconverted, it is the same thing and it must be disallowed so that all must be born again. That which is born of the Spirit is spirit. There is the suggestion that the man  the whole being  is affected in that way. It is not simply ye must be born again: except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. The water, I suppose, indicates the entire removal of the flesh, so that what is of the Spirit may remain. After all, this chapter, John 4, is but the continuation of the third; the third gives you the origin of him in whom the Spirit is to operate. The water in the third is not for drinking, it is for washing  it typifies death. 

    RemSo there is nothing in the new vessel that is allied to the old one. 

    JTThe Lord is typified in the meat offering (Leviticus 2) of fine flour, which is mingled with oil and then anointed with oil. The mingling means that there is no flesh there, and the anointing means that there is power for energy. So that in the anointing the sovereign operation of God is intending to bring us, as vessels, into accord with Christ. 

    You see it in Jacob, I think. It is said of Jacob that he took hold of his brother by the heel. You may say Jacob was a supplanter, but you do not get that brought out there. There you have in the babe, that had not as yet power to sin, an instinct. He took hold of his brother by the heel, meaning that he was going to supplant that brother. I think the early instinct resulting from new birth is the disallowance of the man after the flesh. Esau was born first, the elder, but Jacob shows an instinct that that man must be supplanted. 

    It does not say that he took hold of his brother in his strength (Hosea 12: 3), for he did not have much then, but he had the instinct. Later it says that in his strength he wrestled with God and prevailed. 

    QuesWould you say he maintained that which he had been born into? 

    JTThat is what we see, I think, in Hosea. Hosea brings in Jacob as a rebuke to the children of Israel. They were not doing that; they were going in for man after the flesh, so the prophet reminds them that their father Jacob did not do that. 

    The woman in John 4 suggests one who has been born again, and now she comes into the presence of Christ. Yet she is weak; it is spirit, but it is weak, and until the believer sees redemption he is weak, he has no power. 

    QuesIs the vessel typical in this way of the maintaining of what is for God here? 

    JTThat is what chapter 3 brings out. 

    We have in chapter 2 six waterpots of stone. These are a suggestion of what is procurable. They are empty and vessels are not to be empty, so He says, Fill the waterpots with water, and they filled them to the brim. Chapter 2 is a millennial scene undoubtedly. Chapter 3 is the beginning of the formation of the vessel so that there should be vessels suitable for the energy of the Spirit of God. 

    QuesIs the vessel in view of eternity? We are said to be vessels of mercy for God. 

    JTOh, I think so. If it were not so we should not be vessels for glory, should we? 

    We have in chapter 20 the Lord breathing into them, for the vessels are there. Adam was formed and then breathed into. Their being breathed into here involved morally a representation of God. There should be shining out of God in man; materially he could not be a representation of God. He (Adam) was created in the image of God. And I think John is on these lines; he would form the vessel and then fill it. The climax, I think, in chapter 20 is the breathing. We receive in that way His own Spirit  His own breath. As the Father sent me forth, I also send you, He says. He sends out as He was sent out. Now you are not going to have image without likeness! In John He breathes out likeness. The vessel is formed and then filled. 

    Chapter 1 of the Acts gives you the formation of the vessels; they are there, and then the Holy Spirit comes into them. It is the external aspect. The Lord has been working so that they are there. Every one of these vessels was formed for the Spirit to sit on it. 

    QuesIs that why, in Genesis, image comes before likeness  God created man in His own image  in the likeness of God made He them (Genesis 1: 27; Genesis 5: 1)? 

    JTAfter the fall the order was transposed; Adam begat a son in his likeness, after his image. 

    Before you can have representation you must have likeness. Enoch was said to be the seventh from Adam, that is the full development of the line taken up in Seth. 

    Adam is restored, you might say, in Genesis 5: Adam ... begat a son ... and called his name Seth. Then Seth begat Enosh. Enosh means mortal. Acceptance of the fact that man is mortal means that he is going to live. Enosh is a dying man, but Enoch is a living man; his name means sprout. 

    RemI suppose that is why he could speak of the coming of the Lord. 

    JTI suppose Enochs prophecy represents the product of his walking with God. What God saw was life; he was the seventh from Adam  it was complete spiritual development. God has great delight in life. Before his (Enochs) translation he had this testimony that he pleased God. He was there to breathe, as it were, for God. That is what God has in view. He walked with God for three hundred years, and he was under Gods eye, so he must have been pleasing to God. What did Enoch get? He got the idea of holiness. He says, Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads. One can understand the immense force of that in Enochs time before the ark was a testimony, that God was coming with his holy myriads. But God delights in life, and we get holiness. You cannot walk with God without getting a sense of holiness. 

    QuesDo you suggest that the vessel is the outcome of the holiness of God? 

    JTChrist was marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead, Romans 1: 4. You see in Johns gospel that the vessel is holy. You see that the Lord was the Holy One of God; We have believed and known, Peter says, that thou art the Holy One of God. 

    In every book of Scripture there is a constructive line right through. If you begin with the woman in chapter 4 she has to do with a corrupt world. You have her continued in chapter 6 where you have the Lord confessed as the Holy One of God. 

    RemSo John brings out that His praise filled the temple. 

    JTIn connection with Isaiah 6 Holy, holy, holy, etc., so that the development of life is in holiness. And so Enoch prophesied, Behold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads. 

    RemIn the beginning of John it says, The Spirit, but at the end it says, Receive the Holy Spirit. 

    JTYes, and in Romans the first mention of the Spirit is the Holy Spirit, where the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Chapter 2 of John is a millennial scene: the water of purification is turned into joy. 

    RemYou were saying that the vessels are to be filled. The widow said, Bring me yet a vessel, and because there was not another vessel the oil ceased. 

    JTYes, she had to get vessels, but they were to be filled. 

    QuesIs that the way the holy myriads are secured  by the Spirit? 

    JTI think so. It is very beautiful to trace out how in one way and another life culminates in Jacob. Isaac is Christ risen and operating so that there should be wells, the water springing up; but Jacob is energy that is in the believer in his varied exercises, first, somewhat mixed, as is to be expected. The believers early exercises and energies are almost sure to be mixed, and the disentanglement of flesh and spirit is a most important process. 

    The Spirit works by the believers exercises. Jacob in his strength wrestled with God; and more than that, Hosea tells us that he wept (Hosea 12: 4). Moses does not tell us that, but the prophet does. I think the weeping is a condition showing how keenly he felt matters; if we have to do with God we cannot be light or trivial. The nearer you get to God the more sober you are; you cannot be otherwise with God. The prophet brings out these facts because they stand out in such contrast to what the people were going on with. This is the way to the house of God subjectively, and there he is until he stands in relation to God as a prince in Bethel. So that it was worth while taking this course. In Bethel you get the memorial. And the prophet says, He found him in Bethel, and he says further, Jacob fled into the country of Syria. Not into the town but into the country. And for a wife he kept sheep. He did not get her for nothing. The principle is energy. One of the first things you have, on Jacob entering into Syria, was the removal of the stone that lay on the wells mouth. So you see the believer at the outset comes into contact with springs of water. 

    RemSo that in coming to the house you find there is a sphere where in a priestly way you find an outlet. 

    JTYes. Jacob is found in Bethel, and he is found there as a prince. When we are in the house, it is with a sense of dignity; we are princes, God having made us so. 

    In Bethel, when God finds him there, God comes and stands by him. On the occasion of his first meeting with God at Bethel, God is at the top of the ladder, because holiness was not with Jacob. But the second time Jacob has buried the idols. He has learnt now that life is conditioned by holiness. He has had terrible experiences at Shechem and he has now learnt holiness. So God comes down to him and he sets up a pillar and pours out a drink offering. 

    QuesDid you have a thought that a drink offering is communication with others as well as with God? 

    JTI think the drink offering is the sense in his soul of the delight he had that God came down to speak to him. God is pleased, and how could He be thus with us save in the sense that we are acceptable. He has delight in us. It is the portion God has in us in holy intimacy. Now you have here the thought of the Father; the Lord is pleased to speak to the woman about the Father. God is a Spirit, He says. He was bringing light into her soul, so that in due time she would be able to understand worship. 

    RemThe Lord did not speak to Nicodemus about worship. 

    QuesWas the vessel filled in chapter 4? 

    JTI think in principle it is. She left her waterpot. She sees the Lords idea, that she herself is to be the waterpot! John records that she left her waterpot. She might have taken it with her, but the Spirit of God mentions that she left it. That meant that she herself was to be the waterpot now. She carried the water in principle to Samaria. 

    RemThat was, she realised what the Lord was to her. 

    JTThe fact of the matter is, He had gone down to the secret of her soul. You see, we do not turn and allow the light of God in. The word of God is like a searchlight; it discovers to us all the dark crevices and secret chambers, with the intent that everything shall be opened to us by the Spirit. He told me all that ever I did. That means she would discard all that, to make room for the water. I apprehend that is what the vessels mean in 2 Kings; the vessel would have increasing capacity, by disallowing the flesh. 

    RemThe result of our touch with the Lord is that it empties us of ourselves. 

    JTIt does indeed. You will understand how this woman says: Well, if I am to be a spring, I want to get scope. How she would turn over his word and say: Well, I must not have anything that is incompatible with this. The spring is in me a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life. The spiritual energy is seen in her going to the men of the city. She has left her waterpot and is governed by the light. 

    RemThus the activity and energy of the Spirit is in more than one direction; John gave it in its full sense, Godward and manward. 

    JTI think in this chapter it is given in its full bearing Godward, leading up to worship. In chapter 7 its bearing is manward, I think: out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. That is manward, obviously. But this he said concerning the Spirit ... for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. It is consequent on the glorification of Christ  flowing out manward in chapter 7; but it seems in this chapter you get the full bearing of it Godward, springing up. 

    QuesWhat is the thought of the springing up? 

    JTI think it is the energy of the Spirit in the christian, the Spirit is controlling the flesh. The bearing of the Spirit is upward in the christian. Those of us who have the presence of the Spirit I think have verified that. He is to lead you out of the world. He has delivered you but He goes with you. Your affections are diverted into new channels, into pure, holy channels. Instead of flowing outwards, they flow upwards. 

    RemThere is a return for God. Our souls return to God and overflow. 

    JTMy heart is welling forth with a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king, Psalm 45: 1. I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the understanding also, so I will speak of the things of God intelligently. Speaking suggests intelligent lines. If you speak of the things, you have them intelligently. 

    God secures us in all the inner organs. They are spoken of in the types. The priests work was to open them up, to dissect them. They are for God. How great it is that God secures us so that all these inner organs, our inner being, moves upwards! 

    It says Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth. There you have the regulation of the inner man, a holy spring within. Foolish talking and jesting which are not convenient, so that nothing corrupt proceeds out of your mouth. God would have the man wholly for Himself. 

  
    MAINTENANCE OF THE TESTIMONY LOCALLY (JT 95)

    Judges 1: 1 - 20

    JTWe see here the sovereign disposition of God in the selection of Judah and the brotherly spirit in Judah corresponding with that; then there is the exercise as to the need of springs of water, that is the Holy Spirit. I thought that under these heads we might get help as to how we move in a local way in the maintenance of the testimony of God. 

    QuesIs this a little hint of Gods thoughts coming out in the selection of Judah in the way of trial? 

    JTYes, I think so. It says, The children of Israel asked (verse 1); this is a beautiful touch at the outset of Judges and brought out their dependence on God and thus made room for the sovereignty of God; and as room is made it came into evidence. They asked of Him; no one takes things on himself. The principle of government in the assembly is that room is made for the divine disposition and thus we have Gods thoughts for His people. Then the spirit of the brother goes with that and the subjective need for the Spirit. The woman Achsah refers to the subjective need; no doubt this ought to be experienced, but it is ever present among the saints; however much light and ability we have in warfare, things cannot be kept going in freshness and vigour without the Spirit. Things here are all in Achsahs favour, a south land; there could be no more favourable position. It is wonderful the way in which we have all that God is, in our favour. He acted in the resurrection of Christ and the gift of the Spirit. Achsah represents a continual demand  a sense of need of the Spirit so that there should be freshness. 

    QuesWhy did this take place after the death of Joshua? 

    JTIt is as seen in the New Testament after the apostles were removed. Joshua represents the direct authority of the Lord, and as such an one is removed it remains for God to indicate His disposition. The question of divine disposition is not a matter of anyone coming forward. The Lord makes it evident that room is created for it. Hence the immediate answer, Judah shall go up: behold I have delivered the land into his hand. So victory is already assured and makes room for the divine disposition. 

    RemThis is seen centuries afterwards, right down to the birth of Christ. He was of the tribe of Judah; we see it in David, too. The Lord is far-seeing and acts in power. 

    JTI think, too, that there is a suggestion of the Lords reserves, when, after the passing of Joshua, Judah comes in with reserves. We also see this suggested at the end of Judges. It does not say, Let no one go up: saints are not left like that, but, Which of us shall go up? It is helpful to see that Judah recognises the need of his brother: he said to Simeon his brother. It is a most important thing in the ordering and maintenance of the testimony to make room for God and let Him decide. He has His own way; it is for those who have eyes to see it. The gifts and calling of God are without repentance. The response on Simeons part, seen in his readiness to go, shows the spirit of a brother. 

    RemThat is the only way for true happiness. 

    JTIf you see what the Lord is doing it gives a sense of peace and victory. God is not only disposing of things; He gives results, too. He says, I have delivered the land into his hand. And then Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites. In Judah we see a beautiful spirit; you link the brethren in all you do to ensure unity and sympathy. He said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot. The two were typical; it brings out the brotherly feeling. Where brotherly feeling exists we have success, but in the other instances later in the chapter there is no success. In verse 1 we were noticing that the whole of the children of Israel raise the question, so that in any exercise no one is exempt; each has his own exercise. It was a national affair; that is, it affects everybody in the meeting. 

    QuesDoes it show any weakness on Israels part in that they had not taken possession of the inheritance? 

    JTThey had not cleared the land yet. Evidently they were slack. The early verses call attention to what God was doing. It is a question of what was there after the death of Joshua; there was such a situation there to make room for God to act. What the Spirit emphasises is the happy state after the death of Joshua to which the Lord is pleased to afford His help. This is a book of sorrowful declension. From the standpoint of the nation, the beginning was the brightest spot in the book. We see revivals here and there among individuals later. 

    RemWe should exercise means whereby a good beginning may be made. If there is room for the Spirit this ensures we shall have a good ending as well. 

    JTThe book of Joshua corresponds to Ephesians. Provision is made for the conflict at the end of Ephesians; it can only be undertaken in the power of the Spirit and only in that way can it be maintained. Hence much prominence is given to the Spirit in this book. The Lord gives the Spirit prominence in Johns gospel in connection with His provision for the disciples for maintenance, in the Supper. John makes room for the Spirit so you get enlargement. So here in Judges we get springs of water and in Deborahs song the clouds dropped water (Judges 5: 4), and in chapter 7: 1 the Spirit is referred to in the spring Harod where Gideon marshalled his army. Then in verse 4 the men had to go down to the water and were tested by it. In chapter 15: 19, the place was calledEn-hakkore, which is in Lehi  the callers spring; so there was freshness. In the end of the book the result is seen in Phinehas with whom the covenant of life and peace was made; he is seen standing before the ark of God: that was the testimony secured. 

    QuesWhat would the upper and lower springs suggest? 

    JTThe upper spring suggests the truth of Ephesians and the lower one the truth of Romans; thus they cover the whole sphere of the Spirits activity on earth. We have the upper first to get adjusted to the heavenly side by the Spirit, and then the lower springs come in and adjust us on earth; so we pay our debts by the Spirit; the whole field is covered by these. Othniel suggests spiritual energy to take up this land and Achsah shows how things are maintained. We are considering the anti-typical point of view. We may have light and energy but we must have the Spirit. 

    RemWe are not maintained on ecclesiastical lines, but whatever is in the Spirit brings in victory. We need to encourage the desire for that maintenance in the Spirit. 

    JTThe first part is to make room for the sovereign disposition of God. God has set certain gifts in the assembly. He does it. That is the one thing to make room for to begin with. There is no hope of the second without the first. Then there is the great desire for the activity of the Spirit in the form of a spring. 

    QuesHow can we apply that about Judah today? 

    JTThere is some line that God has given you to do. You do not want to be independent about that. You see what Judah said to Simeon his brother. The dominating feature of christianity is that it is composed of brethren. When Saul was to be received into the assembly God prepared a brother to receive him; so Paul says, All the brethren with me, Galatians 1: 2. Be sure you have them all. You cannot overcome that. So always there is a present ministry. It is not merely that we have what was set up by the apostles, but that we have the direction and the power of the Spirit to maintain us in it. It says, The children of Israel not Judah. God says, Judah. So the saints collectively should ask God for direction. God comes in and makes room for us. 

    QuesWould you say the husband here came under the influence of his wife? 

    JTYes, this is one of the very few instances where the husband comes under the influence of his wife, and is helped by his wife. When she came to him, she sprang down from the ass. It is divinely selected to point out what she aimed at. She, in the presence of her father and springing from the ass, shows spiritual, not natural, agility  not agility in a natural way but spiritual agility. 

    RemEveryone in the meeting should be at the disposal of Jehovah. 

    RemIf room is made for God, He can come in and then we keep it as He orders it. Everyone is desired; it is not left to a few. 

    JTYes. Judah had no aspirations that are mentioned. He was content to be subject to the will of God. In his invitation to Simeon he recognised that Simeon had his lot although Judah had the lead. As we know Simeons inheritance was inside Judahs; this was all the more testing for Judah. 

    QuesWhat leads up to the desire? 

    JTThe ministry of the book of Joshua was to bring about brotherly relations and these had continued beyond the influence of Joshua. God was pleased to raise up a leader and then tested them to see the effect. Wherever God is working, room is made for it. The work survives. We could not have a better land objectively than we have in christianity; it is the unfolding of the mind of God for us. Paul said, I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God, Acts 20: 27. But the land was not enough for Achsah; she knew what she had and did not undervalue it, so that in addition to the gospels we have the epistles. The prosperity that marked this led to making room for God. Judah went up; and Jehovah delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand, and they smote them in Bezek, ten thousand men. And they found Adoni-Bezek in Bezek, and fought against him, and they smote the Canaanites and the Perizzites. And Adoni-Bezek fled, and they pursued after him, and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes. Here we have a special case mentioned  Adoni-Bezek. This is no ordinary man; but one the enemy is using. He reckoned himself as having done this very thing. The people of God have to make room for God. He acknowledges Gods government. We see what they had to contend with, and the way they did it; he was brought down, his wings were clipped, and he acknowledged the righteous judgment of God. This is the great end of God, self-judgment. The principal thought is that it brings about relief to the saints, as he died after all. It records that Adoni-Bezek said, Seventy kings, with their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gleaned under my table: as I have done, so God has requited me. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died. We may take him to represent some person bringing in sorrow among the saints, a man the enemy is using, as it usually is a man of consequence and ability: otherwise he would not become so prominent. We see here how to deal with such a man, cut off his thumbs and great toes. This power of limitation can only be done by moral power in others. Moral power is the means by which we can limit hostile powers. 

    QuesIs Adoni-Bezek an Anak? Is the enemy in the land different as seen in Judges from Joshua? 

    JTThere is something in the man, as the sequence shows, whereby he acknowledges Gods righteous judgment. 

    QuesIs it a little on the same line as Nebuchadnezzar? 

    JTIn Judges we find different men dealt with in different ways; these men in a time of weakness assert power, yet underneath there may be something of God. He said, God hath requited me; this acknowledgment of God is a moral victory. They had got a victory and the saints were at rest from the disturbing power. It is not as we say, have no more to do with them, but we have a great moral victory, which is a great thing. We have seen it in our own experience, times without number, when there have been interference and hindering of the work of God, that we have been limited through lack of moral power to bear upon them. It is a great moral victory brought out here. It is a great moral victory because they take him to Jerusalem where he dies entirely. The spiritual meaning is that it is the city of the great King. It is the place of Gods purpose. Adoni-Bezek was already limited; now he disappears altogether. All that is in opposition goes, so he ceases to be an enemy. In the government of God this man actually dies. With us it is the flesh and all that is in opposition. It all corresponds with the sovereignty of God. We have respect of how God brings in recovery of one who might be an enemy. 

    RemWe must consider the person but be unsparing in regard of the principle. 

    JTHis thumbs were cut off  the man was there but he was limited. We see another class in verse 10, out-and-out enemies, sons of the giants, prodigies of evil. These serve to develop evil against the truth. There are those for whom there is no mercy. There is the book called Irrationalism of Infidelity, written in reply to Phases of Faith. The author of the latter had been nominally a christian and Mr. Darby assumed he was a christian and that there was a work of God there. So his book in answer to it is on the line of saving anything there is to save in the author. If there is anything of God there you want that; it may be underneath a heap of filth, but you want it. 

    QuesWhat is the difference between Joshua and Judges in regard of the leadership? 

    JTJudges is different from Joshua; the leader is gone now, so what you do is to make room for God; we must adapt ourselves to changed conditions. The setting of the book is peculiarly the setting of our own times. Judah included Caleb, Othniel and Kenaz. There were great spiritual elements bound up in Judah. God took account of the saints and made provision for these peculiar conditions. In Johns gospel we see how drastic is the refusal of all workings of the flesh. The word is like a sieve, so small a sieve, it preserves each tiny grain of wheat, like Nicodemus, for instance; in John 7 he was one of the council who were against the Lord. That chapter is one of incongruities. There was one cry lifted up in favour of Jesus, Does our law judge a man before it have first heard from himself, and know what he does? One tiny cry on behalf of Christ. It might only be an acknowledgment of God by some dignitary on earth, a king or ruler, so John preserves that little bit of Gods work and in the end of John we get Nicodemus bringing a hundred pounds weight of myrrh and aloes. So we must not be wholesale in the refusal of people. If there is something there of God we must respect it. 

    QuesWhat does cutting off a mans toes and thumbs mean? 

    JTIt refers to a mans initiative. You do not let such an one lead or walk. 

    RemIn the case of Alexander the coppersmith no favour at all was shown. 

    QuesDo we have any part in bringing to Jerusalem? 

    JTIt says, They brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died. Brought to that place the flesh died. The brotherly spirit is there and the state at Jerusalem overwhelms fleshly aspirations and what man is naturally dies out. Moral power is the great thing to have and the only thing that stands. A man who has moral power cannot be gainsaid. You bring him to the city of the great King. Jerusalem viewed spiritually is a wonderful place. If we read the Psalms we get an idea of the wonderful place it was. Speaking of it in a spiritual way it is the assembly viewed as formed in sonship. In that atmosphere there is no sustenance for the flesh  it dies. 

    The fighting against Jerusalem and taking it was an early act; the city was evidently rebuilt later before it was taken possession of by David. In verse 8 it was some past occurrence  they had fought against it, and taken it, but even though rebuilt, the Jebusites still held it; but Judah is going to get it. Actually it was one of the cities assigned to Benjamin, but became merged into Judah who shows a good brotherly spirit. 

    Judah, while chosen of God, wants the brethren with him; that maintains the balance. In verse 17, Judah, in return, went with Simeon and slew the Canaanites. We are using this scripture in its moral connection, not the historical one. Actually we know David takes the head of the giant before taking Jerusalem, the head speaking of the special power of Satan. That was dealt with later. So, following the thing out here, we see room is made for the Lord, and the power of the Spirit is the power for maintenance of the testimony. 

    After Jerusalem two other cities are named. Kirjath-Arba and Kirjath-sepher  the city of Arba and the city of the book, speaking of the world of literature. The city of Arba is the city where big men shine; the idea of a giant is a man with a big name, with a title and written up in Whos Who. In the city of the book, literature dominates through the intellect. Many young people are held by great heroes and others by books. Kirjath-sepher was a special exercise to Caleb. The great feature of the present time is books. In Calebs family there was a desire for springs of water. The exercise to Caleb was how to overthrow things; this would be objectively by doctrine, and to maintain that by spiritual freshness we must feed the young from above. 

    These fathers in the Old Testament scriptures represented what God is. Parents represent what God is. Caleb was a wise father, he gave a south land and upper and lower springs. What Caleb found in his lot were three giants and it meant tremendous exercise; he sought the fellowship and spirit of his brethren to be with him in it. Offering Achsah his daughter to wife speaks of the assembly. Caleb the father holds out a reward to any who smite the city. Things are to be understood spiritually. Achsahs desire was for the Spirit. 

    Room is made for God in the early part of the book and there is a sphere into which the Spirit can come. Difficulties would be at an end with the exercise of the brotherly spirit. Carrying out things apart from the brotherly spirit nearly lost a whole tribe, Benjamin, as shown at the end of the book. Caleb got what represents the mind of God. Hebron speaks of what was before the world in the divine thoughts; there were giants there but they were dislodged. They gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses said: and he expelled thence the three sons of Anak; he was worthy of it. This was a beautiful reciprocal spirit. They gave corresponds with the primary thought of God, and His people are in accord with that here as those affected by it. In Joshua 15 he claims it and Achsah comes in and claims the springs; here it is not claimed, they gave it. The right to the inheritance is not in question here, but the exercise is how to maintain it. 

    We see the working out of this in localities. It was ever the divine thought that the assembly is one whole, not in the metropolitan sense. Jerusalem above is the whole assembly; the divine thought is that it is to be worked out locally. It is a question of making room for the Spirit  there is a constant demand for the Spirit of God and in making room for Him there is the maintenance of the testimony. 

  
    A WOMAN OF WORTH (JT 98)

    Judges 1: 12 - 15; Judges 3: 9, 10

    The Old Testament makes little of the idea of celebration in connection with marriage; it is not a question of how it is done but of necessity. 

    What comes out in the scriptures I have read is that the wife is considered of value. Her father considered her of such value as to be an incentive to the man to make a sacrifice. A similar incitement is seen in Jacob, of whom it is said that he served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. It is a side of the subject that brings in Christ in a touching manner, for He regarded the church as worth having, as worthy of sacrifice. It was no small matter in His mind, nothing common, but an object worthy of Himself. He gave himself, a side that is touching, oft-repeated but most touching. He regarded the assembly as worthy of that. Caleb regards Achsah as worthy of the sacrifice of someone. This service to be rendered, the capture of Kirjath-sepher, was a matter of great importance to Caleb; that city represented an element of the world he knew to be very damaging, a book town (Kirjathsepher means City of books ). It must be removed, being an element his spirituality discerned would interfere with the working out of his desires among the people of God, and which must be overthrown. 

    It is most important for a brother in his position as head of a house to refuse to allow in his house books containing the evil which is developing in the world. There can be no spiritual life in any household where such books are allowed. One could give a list of them. Kirjath-sepher must be overthrown and it was. Othniel secured his object. Achsah is placed in a position which enhances her; not to be a slave, not merely a worker, but an object worthy of sacrifice. 

    Chapter 3 shows how he persevered, marked by military energy, the sequel to his capture of Kirjathsepher. The secret is his not allowing books to hinder. This calls for brothers who are heads of houses to stand against the evil of books. He judged Israel; and he went out to war. It shows how valuable such a brother would be, one who as head of a house would not allow this evil, a thing that cuts at the root of spiritual growth. He goes out to war and the king of Mesopotamia is given into his hands. Mesopotamia means two rivers. It speaks of the resourcefulness of the world; the king had immense influence in the way of fruitfulness in his power-he attacks. The man who has taken Kirjathsepher can meet this attack; it has to be met in the power of the Spirit of God. 

    God sympathises with such unions as this. They are the result of legitimate desires. The establishing of a household is a matter of great importance with Him; a union formed in the Lord and, as such, a pattern of Christ and the assembly. These features are in the mind of God. The military features seen in Othniel are not taken on in natural energy, but in the power of the Spirit of God. A brother cannot judge Israel unless he can judge his own house. 

    The wife here was obviously a worthy object, a woman of great worth, and Othniel sacrifices for her. The thing is, can she continue? A woman usually instinctively begins well, but can she continue? Achsahs instincts were right. First she moves Othniel to ask of her father a field. Then, we are told, she sprang off her ass, a comely thing, respectfulness before her father, but it also shows she is marked by spiritual energy which is always attractive. She had been given a south land, given an advantage. These young people have been given an advantage, the prayers that have been uttered for them have touched my heart and, I hope, have touched theirs, but that will not hold them. 

    The springs of water, for which Achsah asked, are necessary, freshness, particularly for the wife. Then Othniel goes on; first judging his own house, then the house of God; then in conflict for the saints. The Spirit of Jehovah was upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out to war. 

  
    SPIRITUAL DESIRES (SMC 1)

    Numbers 27: 1 - 7; Joshua 14: 6 - 15; Judges 1: 12 - 15

    It is laid upon my heart tonight, dear brethren, to say a word about spiritual desires, for I think that if there is one thing that these meetings that we have been together in relation to these three days should do, it is to awaken and revive spiritual desires. It may be that we have never had them before, or it may be that we have had them before but the desires have waned somewhat with us, but what I have to say tonight I have to say to all of us, that as we return to our gatherings we shall return with renewed spiritual desires, I have chosen these passages in the Old Testament, which is so rich and so full in figurative and typical language and always serves to amplify the truth; and in all the passages I have read, there is a peculiar expression of desire. In regard to Achsah, that delightful young sister, whose name is so honourably mentioned, she says, Give me a blessing, and not just content with that she says Give me also; oh, that word also; it is interesting to see the different ways it appears in Scripture. She says give me also springs of water. That is, Achsah is in full accord with the mind and heart of God, which is always more and more. And then the daughters of Zelophehad whom we often refer to, they say Give unto us a possession. What courage these beloved women had, without fear, in the holy boldness that faith imparts, and that belongs to those who have the Spirit, because Numbers 21 has been passed, they stood before Moses and before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and the whole assembly, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. And they say, Give us a possession among the brethren of our father, verse 4. 

    And then that delightful passage we have read in Joshua 14 - just the very reading of it is spiritually exhilarating - we see the delightful, wonderful brother Caleb. What a lesson, what a model he is to all of us, how he says, And now give me this mountain. He is very clear, although he is an old brother as we would speak, but his mind is very clear as he covers the ground, and remembers things and calls attention to certain promises. We might refer to them as the promises of God, because that is how they would apply in our case. His mind is very clear. He is not just reminisencing, as some of us may do, there was a day when we were so bright, so keen. He was not living in the days when he was once bright and was once keen in spiritual desires. He was the same then as he was before, he gives us a wonderful illustration of a consistent person in divine things right up to the end, and I am sure that the older brethren will bear the exhortation tonight as we would speak respectfully in regard of their years in the testimony, that heaven is very pleased to see sustained desire right up to the end as we shall see in Caleb. 

    Now, I go back to Achsah in this setting in Judges. The fact that we get two references to this incident is not without note, the repetition would show how pleased heaven is about the matter, so that it is put on record twice. I would like to say in opening out now what is in mind in the Scriptures I have read, that in regard to every one of us, and especially would I encourage the younger brethren, that in relation to spiritual progress in divine things, divine Persons will take us as far as we are prepared to go. Now let that sink into your mind and heart. Divine Persons are not arbitrarily forcing us into the realm of what is so choice, so holy, and so glorious, so abiding and so eternal, but they are ready, and by wondrous grace indeed would serve us in every possible way, to take us as far and as high as we want to go, and I would say, as we return to our gatherings, that the Lord has been suggesting to us that we should lay ourselves out more to be taken on by divine Persons, and that we should allow divine Persons to take us as far as they want to, because they will take us to wonderful heights of glory, they will take us to wonderful realms of spiritual wealth and fulness, so that we shall never need to have a regret as to the journey, and as to the point to which, in their taking of us, we may have reached. 

    Now this matter of Achsah appearing in the book of Judges; she appears in the book of Joshua, and as those who are intelligent in regards of the Scriptures know, Joshua is the book of victory, victory on the side of the people of God, it is victory all the way generally speaking - There may be defeat as at Ai necessary to prove something to the people, but generally over the book of Joshua can be written Thanks to God, who gives us the victory. Under the spiritual leadership of Joshua, with Gilgal as the base of operations, the people go forward in relation to victory after victory in entering on the inheritance that God has marked out for them. But the book of Judges presents a different viewpoint. The book of Judges contemplates what we have to view in our time, a broken state of things. The book of Joshua contemplates the days of the Acts, speaking after a certain manner, when the people under the spiritual leadership of Christ, typified in Joshua, and also the leadership of the Spirit typified in the man with the drawn sword, went forward in relation to the great thoughts of God, and nothing could stand before the power of Christianity; in the days of the Acts everything had to give way. 

    So the book of the Acts corresponds with Joshua in that way, especially reaching in Pauls ministry the heavenly side of the truth which the book of Joshua has particularly in mind. But then we are not in the days of the Acts, we are in the days of 2 Timothy when everything is so difficult, and when there is such public confusion abroad in Christendom which renders things difficult, so that it is a great matter that we should see the setting of Achsah in the book of Judges - I have deliberately chosen Judges because Judges contemplates what is analogous to our own time, so that none of us might say it was alright in the days of the Acts when the Spirit was operating in the church in the conditions of pristine power and glory that belonged to the church in those days. None of us can say that from the standpoint of the book of Judges, because Judges presents Achsah over against the dark background presented in that book where things were so difficult, I think it is important that this book opens with a young sister manifesting and expressing a desire for the truth. What about the young women here in this gathering now, and in these gatherings for the three days we have been together? Have they got spiritual desires like Achsah? Have they got the desire to go in for divine things, to go in for the blessing, and to get the Spirit, and all the gain of what lies in the Spirit? Give me also springs of water, verse 15. Let us face the matter tonight, because this book is specially helpful in showing us how the enemy is out to get the young sisters. If he can ensnare them in the world system, all the better from his standpoint, because the young sisters are needed for the carrying on of the testimony as well as the brothers. Deborah, that delightful woman of worth knew that, and she discerned it, and she brought it up in her song; she refers to what the mother of Sisera was saying, and to the strategy in the enemys camp, and to the counsel of the enemy, and you remember in chapter 5 we get the language that is going on in the enemys camp. Have they not found, divided the booty, a damsel, two damsels, 

    to each? Judges 5: 30. The enemy knows what he is after, he is not just after anything, he has specific designs, and especially on the damsels. I would appeal to the young sisters tonight to steel your heart against the artifices of the devil, If he can get you into the world, and to be engrossed with its fashions, so that the most of your time is spent on how you fare publicly in the world and on how you dress, then he has gained a victory over your soul. The divine design is that all your outlook, your exercises, and your concern should centre around the blessing connected with the realm of Gods selective choice, and your thoughts should centre round the gift of God, the outstanding gift of the dispensation, the springs of water, which speak of the Holy Spirit. Reference is made in Numbers 21 to the well which princes digged, which the nobles of the people hollowed out at the word of the lawgiver, with their staves. The gain of the Spirit comes to us as in the type, through the word of the lawgiver. Moses is the great lawgiver. He is a type of our Lord Jesus Christ who has led in the matter of our complete emancipation from the world, typified in Egypt with all its thrall and spell which the enemy would cast over our minds and hearts in relation to it. He has led us forth morally by the Red Sea and broken the power of Satan in our souls, but that is not all. The word of the lawgiver, the digging of the well in Numbers 21 suggests how concerned our blessed Saviour and Deliverer is that we should get the gain of heavens best, the gift of the Spirit to carry us onwards in the path of the sun-rising, in the path of life in which there is no death, right on and over the Jordan into the realm of Gods inheritance, and we may say, our inheritance too. 

    Beloved young sisters, may there be awakened in your hearts tonight desires in relation to what we have had together, Give me a blessing, very specific, Give me a blessing. What wouldest thou? and she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land, give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs. We have been in the southern land these days, we have had that given to us, the rain of heaven has been falling upon us, the favour of God has been shining upon us. God has given us the southern land these days, blessed be His name. And now she says, Give me springs of water, as if to say that as we return to our localities we cannot go on in the truth without the power of the Spirit to carry us through, and I commend the word to the young sisters. 

    What about the young brothers? Of course, they are not out of this, I am referring to them too. They come into this matter and are essential for the continuance of the testimony, and so we have Othniel here. What a wonderful man Othniel was, and what a link he had with Achsah! It is a great thing, dear young people, when we form right links. There is nothing like bad links to hinder us spiritually. Othniel was the kind of young brother that heaven took account of, and saw that he got a right link in the marital relation. And I would say to you young men, because the marital relation is a normal relation, and a very blessed relation, some of us can speak of it experimentally, and we can thank God for the wives who have been given to us, and who have been a great help and balance to us in the truth - it is a wonderful thing to get a wife like Achsah, a wife who will help you in the truth. And, young sisters, what a wonderful thing to get a husband like Othniel! A brother who will help you in the truth, too. 

    I am being very simple about this matter because the matter of marriage has just come into ones mind in proceeding, and it is a very real affair. Some young sisters get so disappointed over this matter that they are prepared to go out of fellowship to get a husband, I would counsel any who might by any chance be thinking along that line. It is disastrous, If your heart is right and if your desires are right, God will provide for you, and you may rest assured of that. 

    And Othniel, what does it say about Othniel? Well, a suggestion was made in regard of the truth and Othniel took it up. I wonder if the young men here, the young brothers are taking up suggestions in the field of the truth? Othniel might have said, I will not bother my head about it, let someone else take it up, but the point is that Othniel was thinking about what was set out by Caleb, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife, verse 12. Notice, not only smites it, but takes it. Now, I commend that to the younger brothers; Kirjath-sepher, what does it mean? We have often referred to it - the city of the book. Now that is a great test to overcome the city of the book, the city of education, the city of literature. It is a real test in these days. Libraries are so prolific and so much is available. Do you not notice how easy it is to make room for natural desires, and to read a lot of literature that really does not help you? It does not help us in the truth; it may be legitimate. It may be you say to your father or mother, I have to do it to help me in my school studies; the enemy sometimes helps us to say things like that, but sometimes it is not to help us in school studies at all. Sometimes it is just to satisfy mere desire naturally, whereas it may damage us spiritually, I want to encourage you all to overcome the city of the book; it is a great matter not to let learning and education overcome any of us, a certain education may be needed to obtain employment, and God will help you so far as it is necessary to carry on, but do not get immersed in the thing to the extent that your soul is damaged, your spiritual desires are damaged, your interest in the truth is taken away, your interest in Christ and the assembly is lost. A great thing is to face it like Othniel on the line of overcoming having in mind the idea of the assembly as in Achsah, and that is our salvation. The idea is that Othniel had Achsah before him, therefore he overcame the city of the book, and it says And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. 

    As to the sisters, do you urge your husbands on in regard of divine things? Or do you say do not be too extreme, do not go too far, take things easy? Achsah was not that kind of a sister, she stood behind her husband, she knew what was best and urged him to ask of her father a field. She could have asked herself, but she wanted Othniel to come into the matter, so she urges him to ask. You see the recognition of headship, comeliness in the matter. She urges him to ask of her father, and then it says, Caleb said to her. How delightful, dear brethren, that is in the application of the truth. Caleb said to her, what wouldest thou? And she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs. Think of the Lord saying to you tonight, What wouldest thou? What do you want tonight? What are you looking for tonight? Achsah got not only what was necessary for continuance here below, in the wilderness and all that constitutes it, but she represents one who got what was necessary for maintaining her in the heavenly position in the light of the assembly, and the assemblys links with Christ as united to Him. And we need the Spirit for that, and we will get the Spirit, the upper springs, to help us into the upper levels of the truth. 

    Now a word as to the passage in Numbers, and the daughters of Zelophehad. In chapter 27 it says, Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad. Notice the adverb then. It is very important because in the previous chapter God had been giving instructions in regard to the numbering in view of the land. It is an important thing to be amongst those who are numbered in relation to the inheritance, those who are going forward in relation to the choice things of God. Numbers 26, while it is a glorious chapter in one way, is a most solemn one in another way. There are three deaths mentioned in Numbers 26 where the numbering is in view of the inheritance, and none of them are natural deaths, they all took place in the government of God, as if to remind us all that in this matter of the truth and the light of the heavenly position it does not do to trifle with it, it does not do to play fast and loose with the truth and with the Lords rights. You who read the Scriptures carefully will find as you look into Numbers 26 that the death of Korah, Dathan and Abiram is alluded to. This is the Dathan and Abiram summoned of the assembly, who contended against Moses and against Aaron in the band of Korah, when they contended against Jehovah. And the earth opened its mouth, and swallowed them up together with Korah when that band died, when the fire devoured the two hundred and fifty men, Numbers 26: 9, 10. They withstood the sovereign rights of God in Moses. It is a very important thing to notice the rebellion in Christendom in relation to the rights of God in their sovereignty, and none of us wants to be found allied with that kind of thing. Then in verse 19 of that chapter Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. If you read Genesis you will find that Jehovah slew them; on what account? Because they were not prepared to give their support to the continuance of the testimony. If you look into it you will find that it is true. When it comes to the continuance of the line of the testimony, one was wicked, and the other was not prepared to support it, and God was so displeased with the matter that He slew them, showing how serious it is not to be prepared to support the line of the testimony in its continuance. Then we get in the closing part of the chapter, verse 61, Nadab and Abihu died, when they presented strange fire before Jehovah. They did not die a natural death, but the judgment of God came in upon them because of their offering of strange fire, and these things appearing in Numbers 26 are to remind us that profanity, lightness, carelessness in the realm in which we have to do with God will not do. If we are on that line we will be only courting divine displeasure, whereas over against that we have the numbering in view of the inheritance as if God is showing that despite these humbling disastrous things, the overcomers are going forward right into the realm of what is choice, what is marked out in Christ before the world began, and now on the basis of redemption and the incoming of the Spirit. God is seeking to lead us forward in relation to that. 

    So it says, Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad; that is in the light of all that has taken place, and notice it says in verse 2, And they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and the whole assembly, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. They did not take Moses aside, or send a note to say they would like a private interview. No, they came right up in front of Moses and the princes of Israel, and the whole assembly at the entrance of the tent of meeting; and they have a sober judgment of the whole moral question; and it is a great thing that we should have a sober judgment of the moral question. They are very decided and discerning as to it all. They say Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the band of them that banded themselves together against Jehovah in the band of Korah; but he died in his own sin, and he had no sons. Why should the name of our father be taken away from his family because he has no son? Give unto us a possession among the brethren of our father. That is the fourth death, and these things are very humbling, but we have to face them on the moral line in relation to the history of sin and shame, but we can do it in the light of the clearance wrought for us through the death of Christ. As we sometimes sing, 

    How by dying Thou hast freed us 
From the man of sin and shame. (161:4)
 

    That is a point that every one of us must face, the history of sin and shame, but face it in the light of the wonderful deliverance that has been wrought for us. All question of moral stain has been resolved, and we can go forward. Why should the name of our father be taken away from his family because he has no son? Give unto us a possession among the brethren of our father. These women were not married apparently, at this point, for the word in the last chapter is, Let them marry whom they please but in their own tribe. They were not thinking of husbands here, they were thinking of the inheritance, Give us a possession. The inheritance territorially is in their minds, for us in the type, divine territory marked out before time for us in Christ that we should be holy and blameless before God in love, and accepted in the Beloved. These choice thoughts were in their minds. Think of the ministry of the past years in this time of revival; thoughts that have been in the mind of God before time was. Think of the progress in the service of God as ray after ray of spiritual heavenly light has come to us enriching the service, enhancing the service. Is it our desire to be like the daughters of Zelophehad and get a possession of that kind, and in that realm? Give unto us a possession among the brethren. What a wonderful company the brethren are! How can we do without them? How could we go out of fellowship? We need to have our souls rooted and grounded in love. Leaving the brethren really means leaving the Lord. Some people try to tell us that you can still go on with the Lord and leave the brethren, but you cannot go on with the Lord and leave the brethren, because the Lord is amongst His people, and if it comes to a question of leaving the fellowship, it comes to a question of leaving the Lord. He would say to us here tonight, Will ye also go away? Plenty are departing from the truth in Christendom, but the Lord would say to us tonight, Will ye also go away? Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast words of life eternal, John 6: 68. That is what is going to help us. 

    Now, I would refer to this, Moses brought their cause before Jehovah. And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, the daughters of Zelophehad speak right; thou shalt surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their fathers brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass to them. Their cause, a delightful word. What they speak is right, not only what they think, so dear sisters, it is a time for speaking in regard of these matters, and for expressing yourselves in your desires to go on. If you are not fully committed to things, express yourself and you will get help. God is listening, and God has interest. God loves to hear the language of the sisters on this line of desire, and He will honour the sisters on this line. 

    Now, I would close with an allusion to that delightful man, Caleb. Would to God we were all like him. Just a literal reading of the passage is spiritually exhilarating. He would put many of us to shame, and he lived in a dispensation when they did not have the Spirit as we have Him. Notice how the children of Judah came near, Then the children of Judah came near to Joshua in Gilgal. They did not stand afar off while others were going on in the truth, and we want to all come into it, and go back to our localities with awakened desire to draw near and ask and go in for the truth. The children of Judah came near to Joshua in Gilgal. That is a very testing place for it means the complete cutting off of the flesh and that is why a lot of people do not get on with the brethren, but we have to face the question of Gilgal where the sharp knives of circumcision come into view and the reproach of Egypt is rolled away. There are two things that go together, the reproach of Christ and the power of the Spirit as F.E.R. pointed out in that address of his at Quemerford. Why so many saints in the systems around do not know the power of the Spirit is because they have not accepted the reproach of Christ, they are powerless to deal with evil. So they drew near to Gilgal, and Caleb gives a lead, and it is always good to have someone who can give a lead, Thou knowest the word that Jehovah spoke to Moses the man of God, concerning me and thee in Kadesh-barnea. Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart... But I wholly followed Jehovah my God. What an unjealous man Caleb was! What a judgment he had of Moses the man of God. How he had loved Moses and appreciated him for what he was in his moral power and authority; then he says, concerning me and thee - that is delightful me and thee. Sometimes we like to centre things on ourselves alone. We like to narrate things which make much of the wrong man, but Caleb in the true spirit of fellowship takes Joshua into full account. Joshua and Caleb were wonderful brethren who went on together in an unjealous way in the truth. Forty years old was I - he is marking out the divisions of time, he was a comparatively young man, forty years old. Now the time has gone, but I finish with a word about verse 11, I am this day eighty-five years old, I am still this day strong as in the day that Moses sent me; as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war. For war, there is no retiring in this conflict, it is a question of going on right till the glory is reached. And here Caleb, old man as he was, says give me this mountain. Dear brethren, what a desire! He is assured that God will be with him, and may God help us to make room for spiritual reviving and awakening of desires. Paul said to Timothy, Rekindle the gift of God which is in thee, 2 Timothy 1: 6. Let there be a reviving in spiritual energy and power in the midst of the darkening state of things abroad. May God help us all for His names sake. 

    Kingston, Jamaica. 
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    JUDGES 2 (CAC 6)

    Judges 2

    Our attention is called in chapter 1 to the increasing weakness of the people, how they gradually surrendered more and more to the enemy. I suppose that the opening of this chapter gives the secret of it all. 

    The whole secret was that they had failed to go to Gilgal. Gilgal was the place where the angel of Jehovah was; divine power was there. I do not think we are told previously that the angel of Jehovah was there. The people had not been back to Gilgal since the time of Joshua, and that was the secret of their weakness. There had been victories, but victories that retained elements of weakness. Gilgal was the place of circumcision, the place where all connected with ourselves is cut off in unsparing self-judgment; that is the place of power and the angel of Jehovah is there. 

    The circumcision of the Christ is what one may call the great circumcision; that is, the flesh has been absolutely cut off in the death of Christ, but then we have to come to it as privilege and power, and, having come to it once, we have to recur to it. It is obvious that the lack of going back to Gilgal was the secret of all their weakness. God brings us back to it in experimental judgment of all connected with ourselves. In the early part of Joshua, we see that Joshua and all the people come to the camp in Gilgal. The twelve stones taken out of Jordan were there. Nothing is to remain, but what came out of death with Christ. Nothing that went into the death of Christ will do for God. It is what came out of that death that is serviceable to God, and that involves the cutting off of the whole body of the flesh. Paul said, I am crucified with Christ; it was experimental with him. If there is anything about me unsuitable to Gods resurrection world, it has to be cut off in self-judgment if I am to be in spiritual power. Self-judgment is the opposite to self-occupation. Self-occupation must be that I am either occupied with good self or bad self, but if I come to the cutting off of the flesh in the death of Christ and judge myself in the light of that, good and bad flesh is gone. God will not support the flesh. The constant judgment of what is connected with self has to be maintained; otherwise there is no power. 

    Weeping in itself is weakness and not power, but it shows some remains of right feeling. When departure begins we do not lose all right feeling at once. When Jehovah said He would not drive out the inhabitants, there was pious feeling  they wept, and they had some sense of what was due to Jehovah; they sacrificed there, but it was Bochim, not Gilgal. It was a change in the ways of God. 

    The very presence of these things, which came in as the result of the government of God, is a test. They were left as a test, so, if there were any overcoming spirit in Israel it was brought to light; it was proved whether the people would walk in obedience to Jehovahs commandments. In the same way, anything that came in in the Christian profession, and from which we suffer, comes in as a test whether we can walk in obedience. There must be sects, so that the approved may be manifested. 

    A great deal of the trouble which we have amongst ourselves is because we do not feel with God the state of the public church. The public position is in view here  the public history of the people of God; the secret of power has been departed from, and God does not promise restoration of it. We know from our church history  Revelation 2 and 3  how things go from bad to worse, but there are overcomers. There is, in the faithfulness of God, recovery. Here God raises up judges. God sees how His people are spoiled and damaged, and He raises up judges who can deliver His people from the causes of defeat. God looks down and sees His people not enjoying their inheritance; they are oppressed and afflicted. 

    Are we enjoying ours? If we think of the church as the people of God we shall see it was brought by apostolic leading into all that was the mind of God for them. In the epistle to the Ephesians Paul brings the people into all the mind of God for them, but he finishes by saying, You must fight for it. It is a testing time, and to fight we must have power. If we get away from the truth of Colossians, i.e., circumcision, we shall not be of much use in Ephesian warfare. Ephesian armour is moral state: girt about with truth ... the breast-plate of righteousness ... the helmet of salvation ... the shield of faith ... feet shod with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace. All these things involve state, and we cannot have the state without the deepest self-judgment. There is no place but Gilgal where we can put on the armour. 

    Bochim is the public position here. There is no longer the power of God publicly with His people; they are left face to face with enemies whom they are not able to dispossess. They still sacrificed to Jehovah; they were not actually in idolatry, but the power is lost. They had not yet lost all spiritual feeling, or sense of what was due to the Lord. 

    In these conditions God intervenes in raising up judges, and His power is there with the judge. All through the history of the church God has raised up judges, saviours, and given them power to deliver His people from what hinders them at that particular moment. God has always supported His servants, and those who listened got the gain of it. What deliverance God gives is for the whole church, though only a few may get the good of it. 

    Power is always found in connection with self-judgment. If self-judged we make much of Christ, and then there is spiritual power seen in the greatest outward weakness. As long as the judges lived there was deliverance. But the people would not listen, even when God raised up judges, and chapter 2 shows how positive idolatry came in. As long as the generation of Joshua lived, they had the knowledge of Jehovah, but then another generation came in, and it is said solemnly of them that they did not know Jehovah or His works. It is very serious, after all the provision God had made for things being passed on to the next generation in the land. It would seem to intimate some failure on the part of the first generation. 

    The first generation was marked by spiritual weakness in getting away from Gilgal. Then there must be a personal history with God; parents cannot pass faith on to their children. Our parents may have us baptised and instruct us in the truth, but they cannot pass faith on. We have to take that up for ourselves. Paul speaks of unfeigned faith in Timothys mother and grandmother, but he says, it is in thee also. I have to take it up for myself. Otherwise you would find people coming into the place of privilege in a hereditary way, without soul history, and they do not know God. These people forsook Jehovah because they did not know Him or His works. Very soon in the church there were a great many who were externally in church privilege with no soul history, and that opened the way for idolatry. We have all to take up the exercise as to our personal faith. I may hear what my father could tell me, and I may come into the place of privilege which my father enjoyed, and yet have no soul history. There were people with no experimental knowledge of the bondage of Egypt, of redemption, of the Red Sea, of Jordan, of the brazen serpent. They did not know Jehovah, and yet there they were in the land. The presence of such people opened the way for idolatry. It raises the question with us, How far have we been influenced and carried by those gone before? Many of us have come into things easily; they were ready made for us. The question is, Have we faith for it? What have we received directly and personally from God? 

    Ministry, if worth anything, produces personal exercises, and that leads to faith and soul history. The book of Judges represents the public position, the church committed to the responsibility of the whole truth of God. The church was introduced by the apostles into the whole privilege of Christianity. Has it been enjoyed? Has God been glorified? After having such privileges and light, is it true that we are serving Baal? It says, They served Baal and the Ashtoreths. Baal has reference to the energies of service and Ashtoreth represents what corrupts the affections. If a soul has a history with God he wants to serve God; he wants his energies to be spent in the service of God, and he wants to enjoy the land. An idol is a master; Baal means master or possessor. The question is, Who is my master? Who possesses me? It is easy to be possessed by the desire to make money. A man who is devoting his energies to making money is a worshipper of Baal; he is serving Baal. This book shows us how easy it is to come under idolatrous influence. It is very solemn that Paul should say to the Corinthians, those in the assembly participating in privileges outwardly: Some have not the knowledge of God; I speak to your shame. They had fallen under the power of the enemy. If we walk in self-judgment we shall not fall under any influence which is adverse to God, but, if we do not judge ourselves, we shall. We all have to learn to refuse the things that appeal to us. The devil tempts me with something I like; I suffer if I refuse it, but I cease from sin, and God is preserved before my soul  that is the blessing of walking in piety. The Christian begins the day by praying to be preserved from the influences of the world and of the flesh. He wants his energies to be for the service of God, and his affections for Christ, and then we do not fall under the enemies who oppress and crush the people of God so that they are deprived of all pleasure in the enjoyment of the land. What a grief to God to look down and see His people occupied with things that stand in no relation to God or to His service, things for the glorification of self, which minister to the thoughts of the flesh! God sees His people spending themselves in that way, and it grieves Him. It means that they have no joy. 

    Caleb went to Gilgal to claim his inheritance (see Joshua 14: 6) and he received it, and was blessed. Caleb was a man of power. This is a divine picture of how the people of God have been robbed of their inheritance by not maintaining circumcision  self-judgment, and the enemy has appealed to them in various ways, and turned them into idolaters. The enjoyment of the land has been lost, and, instead of overflowing with joy, feeding on fat things and drinking wine on the lees well refined, they are filled with the worthless things of this world. God feels it. If I have not been enjoying the inheritance today, God is grieved. 

  
    JUDGES 2 (FROM CACS NOTES) (CAC 30)

    Judges 2: 1 - 23

    It is interesting to see that the last mention of Gilgal, as regards anything transpiring there, is when Caleb came to Joshua to ask for his inheritance (Joshua 14). The end of Joshua 10 is the last return of Joshua and all Israel to Gilgal. The Angel of Jehovah was there though they did not know it. The secret now comes out of the increasing weakness of chapter 1. It is the allowance of the flesh in oneself that exposes us to its influence and power in others  the world, the many antichrists, the liars, those who lead you astray, the practice of lawlessness, many false prophets, and the wicked one. If there was no allowance of the flesh in me there would be power to overcome: this is the real secret of overcoming, the armour is over our spiritual state (Ephesians 6). 

    But if we fail to return to Gilgal and lose power to overcome, the things which we ought to have overcome remain as a scourge and snare. Jehovah gave up His people to the enemies whom they had allowed through lack of self-judgment. The people weep (verse 4): there is still a measure of right feeling with them; and they sacrifice to Jehovah (verse 5): there is still some sense of what is due to Him. But the power of God is no longer with them for victory; they are left to be scourged and consumed by the things to which they have given place. It is a summing up of the whole history after the death of Joshua. 

    Verse 6 goes back to the days of Joshua and the elders who survived him. The people served Jehovah during that generation, but another generation arose who knew not Jehovah, nor yet the works which He had done for Israel: succeeding to privileges without soul history. Never having known the bondage of Egypt or the humblings of the wilderness, having no experimental knowledge of the passover or the Red Sea, or the brazen serpent or the passage of Jordan, nor any personal knowledge of God. God would impress upon us thus that each generation must take up things for itself; we cannot go in the faith of those who preceded us. Paul speaks of the unfeigned faith which was in Lois and Eunice, but he adds that it was in Timothy also. Timothy was Pauls true child in faith (1 Timothy 1). 

    Our parents might have had us baptised and instructed us in things, but they could not give us personal knowledge of God or of His works; that we have to take up for ourselves. 

    So that now other masters or persons are served. That is, the things which rule are of men; Other lords have had dominion over us. The Ashtoreths (verse 13) might represent what would corrupt our affections. The Baals would be more what the energies are engaged in: it would be what we turn to for amusement or recreation. 

    Jehovah raised up judges who saved them; but if God raises up a judge he must be listened to. Jehovah was with the judge, He had pity. They ceased not from their own doings nor from their stubborn way. 

    Jehovah left the nations to prove Israel. Spoilers that spoiled them (verse 14). Are we really enjoying the land? Being oppressed and crushed would mean every influence brought to bear that would hinder the enjoyment of the land. Who can tell the religious oppression of penances and the terror of purgatory and the much labour that bears no spiritual fruit? 

  
    THE CITADEL OF PIETY (CAC 30)

    Judges 2: 10

    Our children are to grow up under divine teaching and impressions. It is a deep exercise to read in Judges 2: 10, And also all that generation were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them, which knew not Jehovah, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel. What an exposure of the conditions of Israel! What an uncovering of household secrets! Where had been the teaching of the children? Where the all-pervading influence of Deuteronomy 11: 18 - 20? which says, And ye shall lay up these my words in your heart ... and ye shall teach them unto your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thy house ... and write them upon the posts of thy house, and upon thy gates. 

    Alas! it had not been there. Some may say, But we bring our children to the gatherings of Gods people; they will learn and be impressed there. Neither such gatherings nor any other instruction can take the place of divine impressions in the home. What goes on in these gatherings will not have moral power if it is not supported in the households of the saints. Children may forget what they hear on such occasions but can the oldest man ever forget the impressions made upon him by the home piety of his parents? It is because of such hallowed influences being passed on that your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which Jehovah swore unto your fathers to give them. 

    The fact that the next generation did not know Jehovah, nor His works, is solemn evidence that the public weakness and departure which so soon manifested itself in Israel had its origin in individual heart and soul departure, and in the households of Gods people ceasing to be what they were meant to be  the very citadel of piety. 

  
    ANGELIC APPEARINGS (JT 90)

    Judges 2: 1 - 5; Judges 6:11 - 21; Judges 6:24 - 26; Judges 13:3 - 5; Judges 13:15 - 20

    I am thinking this evening of divine or heavenly appearings. These date from Abrahams time according to the well-known utterance of Stephen, who said, The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham. Acts 7:2 From that point onwards we have continuous appearings. A most interesting subject as you will readily own, and these appearings imply that the people of God were not simply to be possessed of knowledge and light but that they were to take on of the divine and heavenly character, and that this was to be maintained in freshness; hence the continuation from Abraham right through. The apostle Paul, as you will remember, specially dwells on the appearings of the Lord Jesus after His resurrection, the object obviously being to impress His own according to the features in which He appeared to them; and this continues in a spiritual way, not in the miraculous manner of Old Testament times, or even of New Testament times, but in a spiritual, but not less real, manner; so that the saints of God should take on the divine and heavenly in continued freshness. Now this will appear, as you may have time to look into it, in all the typical books, and I might say right through, but particularly in the typical books and those immediately following. And so I have selected these three scriptures in Judges as illustrative of what I have said. They present to us angelic or, in principle, divine appearings. The first is in the chapter I read, chapter 2, and as you might expect these appearings have to do with recovery. If there is to be recovery from a position into which the people of God may have descended or fallen, it is on the principle of something better than that from which they fell. 

    God would impress us with what is superior  with superior things. You will all be conversant with the greatness of the word better in the epistle to the Hebrews, an epistle that corresponds to this book. It is a recovering epistle and on the principle of there being better things. To illustrate what I mean, dear brethren, I refer to the gospel of Luke. You will remember how angelic appearings and communications are stamped on the early chapters of Luke, as if God in introducing the gospel as He does in that book in a unique way, would impress us, not simply with the terms of it, but with the company or realm into which the gospel is intended to introduce us. The gospel is intended not only to deliver us through the power of the kingdom from this world and keep us from evil in it, but to introduce us into what is heavenly, so that we really need to read Ephesians with Romans. Luke goes much beyond Romans. And so, immediately you have in Luke as shepherds were abiding with their flocks by night  while others were occupied with worldly things in the cities and towns  the angel of the Lord is there by them as if to say, You are here unselfishly engaged with your flock, and we will give you excellent company, we afford you heavenly company. Others are enjoying themselves, the mass, in the towns and cities; you are here unselfishly and I will afford you heavenly company! That is virtually what the angel implied, and then the glory of the Lord shines around. What glory in any town or city in the world would compare with that? So that the very best thing, you see, is introduced at once by Luke, what God has for man  heavenly companionship, heavenly communications and heavenly glory shines round about. And then a multitude, as it says, suddenly a multitude of the heavenly host were there, and what they were saying! What could the orations or the entertainments in any city of the empire be compared with what they were saying? Think of the language of angels, the manner of angels communications, how they would speak and then what they were saying, what was engaging them  Glory to God in the highest Luke 2:14; that is to say the greatest possible elevation. What was going on and what is going on in the cities today, as then, is the depths of moral degradation, whereas they were occupied with the heavenly, the highest. One could say much more about these opening chapters of Luke, but what I have said serves to indicate how God would encircle us not only with heavenly light but heavenly companionship. 

    Well now, that is the principle in all these appearings, and so what we find in chapter 2 is the movement of the first angel mentioned. He comes up from Gilgal. That is a matter of immense moment in view of the conditions depicted in the first chapter. It meant that the angel said virtually, You have gone and I am coming, for God will not give up His people even although they depart from a great spiritual position. Gilgal was a great spiritual position. It is indeed, for it is the very key to the position, the holding, the maintenance of heavenly ground. There were at it the symbols of Israels unity, not as they came out of Egypt, but as they came out of death. What we want to see, beloved, is an Israel out of death, as the apostle says, the Israel of God. Galatians 6:16 Circumcision avails nothing nor uncircumcision but new creation. There are those who walk by this law, peace be unto them. The Israel of God is the spiritual, the saints viewed spiritually come up out of death, as I might say, and come down from heaven. That is what really enters into Gilgal, for not only are we as the antitype of Gilgal a risen people but a heavenly people, for it is there the reproach of Egypt is rolled away, and they take on the heavenly; they belong to the land; they eat heavenly food, the old corn, what had been there, they take on that and the reproach of Egypt is rolled away. The position was therefore supremely spiritual, but they had left it and God is not going to stay there alone. Such is His consideration for His people. He would pursue them, but to a point. Bochim signifies weeping, as you will know. And so the angel comes up from Gilgal to Bochim and he reminds them of the love of God. Why should we move away from a position assigned to us by the love of God? I will never break my covenant with you. God is God. His gifts and calling are without repentance, but His very love implies that He must be severe, and so in His government, you see, He allows to remain as chastisement what they in their negligence and fleshly feelings and desires retained. He reproaches them with what they had not done. They had not thrown down the altars of the Canaanites or the people of the land and He says, Now they will remain with you. God will turn, you see, in His love, to good effect the fruits of our own negligence and carelessness; the things which we should have dealt with remain as thorns in our sides; but God remains. It does not say the angel left. They called it Bochim. It was the place of weeping. They had wept there. They spoke of what they had done but it was not Gilgal. I may weep and God accepts my tears, but they may not fully express what is required, but there it is, you see. The angel went from the one point to the other point and reminded the people of their negligence, what they had not done, and the consequence of it was that they are forced to dwell with the Canaanites who had become the occasion of discipline in the hand of divine love. 

    Well now, the next appearing is that to Gideon, for these three appearings are beautifully constructive. God is on the up line. He has got some better thing. Now Israel is again in straits through the Midianites, not now the inhabitants of the land but another foe, 

    an ancient foe, but retaining his power and his multitude for they overran the land. The people were nigh destruction for want of food, and so God sent a prophet, but a prophet is not an appearing. A prophetic ministry is invaluable; thank God for it. It is God convicting the conscience, but not an appearing. So you see in the chapter God sent a prophet to reproach the people again, but an angel of Jehovah sat under the terebinth; that is another matter. It is Jehovah Himself as the passage shows. Jehovah, it says, looked upon Gideon  the presence of personality. No one stood out in chapter 2 in the passage I read. All Israel were there  no one stood out to lead in anything. We may thank God for the general effect. It is a very fine thing, the general effect of an appearing. All Israel were in view and all Israel were affected. They all wept. But now we come to personality. Weeping is not enough. Tears may quickly dry and never come again. Under certain influences we weep, but we want that steadiness which belongs to manhood and that is what Gideon presents to us. He presents manhood. At the present time what is needed among the people of God universally is just that; it is maturity. We have here, to illustrate what I say, a bullock, the second. The young bullock he is called and yet he is the second and he is seven years of age, which literally is not a young bullock. It is a remarkable combination, a young bullock, the second bullock, seven years. What is it, beloved, but a combination of maturity, of fully developed maturity, seven, and yet youthful freshness and added to that divine sovereignty. He is the second; he is divinely selected. Now you see what we are in the presence of in this appearing, and how essential these things are, the recognition of divine sovereignty in selection, leadership and what is required in leadership, full maturity, not simply one year as the passover lamb nor three years as in Abrahams offering in Genesis 15, but seven. Seven is complete exercise in the way of maturity, for seven years in a bullock means much more than in a man. And so we find in the book of Exodus the three great leaders whom God set before His people, Moses, Aaron and Miriam. Moses and Aaron are said to be eighty and eighty-three years of age respectively and as far as the record shows Miriam must have been much older, and yet in Moses there was right to the end of his course freshness. His eye was not dim nor his natural force abated. The unabatement of natural force signifies full physical power; he retained that. But you have here, in the grouping of these features, recovery in view, a very great personality, an extraordinary personality. Gideon shines in this book above all others for personality. The brothers who are like him, all of them are said to have been as the children of a king. That is personality  persons with great moral force and presence before whom there was no rising up. That is what is needed throughout the world, ever needed for recovery and for the maintenance of the mind of God. And so, the angel sat there as if he had come to stay. It is not a passing thing. He is greatly interested in this matter. Things must be put right and he sits down. 

    It is a matter of consequence. I cannot go into the details, but Gideon replies in a measure of unbelief and ignorance, but it says that Jehovah looked upon him. What delight there was at least potentially for God in that man. God knows the end from the beginning, as in the case of David, the Spirit of God says, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. 1 Samuel 16:12 Jehovah looked upon him. It is personality. There is a great difference in the New Testament in material for the assembly as in Peter. Thou art Peter. Matthew 16:18 That is not his name; that is what he was, whereas in Johns gospel the Lord looked upon him and said, Thou shalt be called Peter. That is personality, persons, 

    not individuals, and that is what is in view here, that if we think of one another, what is that brother, what is that sister, it is a question of personality. If I bring into the assembly any personality I may have in this world I bring in extraneous material which is sure to work damage. The point is to acquire my personality inside, and so the Lord, after the great fact of material has been brought to light in Matthew 16, selected three men and took them up into the mount to see Him, not as they knew Him before but transfigured. He would show them His Person and His majesty in His own surroundings, as Peter says later, we ... were eyewitnesses of his majesty 2 Peter 1:16 that is personality. So that, dear brethren, when coming into fellowship, the thing is to leave all personality that I may have acquired in learning or by reading or money or natural ability  to leave that outside because it is no use to God. I have got to leave it sooner or later. No longer live, I, says one. I am crucified with Christ. Galatians 2:20 You see the personality of Paul in that sense had gone. So that the thing is as coming into fellowship, as we speak, to get an idea of Christ. He will show Himself to you. I ... will manifest myself to him. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him, John 14:21 as if He would say, I want you to get personality, to see Me and to take on of My greatness, for that is the idea. As is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 1 Corinthians 15:48 We come to that sooner or later. It is well worth while to begin to take on that personality, for without it I shall be poor in heaven. Well, that is what you get here. Jehovah looked upon him and He says, Go in this thy might. Whether actually or potentially he was to be a mighty man, a man of war, one of the most striking in history. Well, that is the appearing here and so now Gideon begins to take on the heavenly at once. He begins to show that he understands. Well now, he says, Accept a present from me, and the angel actually says, I will wait here for you. You see how heaven takes notice of you. Think of being waited on by heaven. Think of the king here, suppose he waited on me outside. The thing is inconceivable, and yet it is not inconceivable with God. The three persons who came to Abraham actually waited there until he brought the kid. Jehovah Himself with His companions visiting the patriarch there, actually waited on him. And so the angel here  it is Jehovah Himself  says, I will wait for you, and He does. Now you have a man who knows how to do things. He knows how to act in relation to heaven, to God. He goes in and prepares the meat and the unleavened cakes and the broth. See how well he does things. It must have taken considerable time; he would not do so in a few minutes; and the angel waited all that time; and all that time Gideon was working away with a sense that the angel was waiting on him. What an effect that would have on him! He would never forget it. How often he would recall the experience of preparing the meal for this great heavenly personage. He brings it out and he presents it, and then the angel says, Put the flesh and the bread on this rock  this one, and pour out the broth. You see it is not simply a question of a little bit of meat and a little bit of bread and broth. It is a heavenly matter  God come down. Think of the simplicity of Jesus as here upon earth, God Himself come down, how He went in and out amongst men, sat down to their tables, ate and drank of what they had. What experience Mary His mother had of Him. It was this so infinitely amplified in the life of Jesus and do you think the Holy Spirit is leaving this out? The Holy Spirit knows how to take care of all those things. Not a thing is lost of all these wonderful impressions  God in Christ among men. So the angel shows Gideon  more, he takes his staff and he touches the flesh and the cakes, as if Gideon is to learn how things are done in heaven  absolute obedience  nothing is left to me in that sense. The fire comes out of the rock and the flame comes up and consumes the meat and the bread. The lesson of the thing remains for Gideon and the angel departs. Now what would Gideon do? He rears his altar to Jehovah Shalom, God of peace. Peace has entered his soul, and that same night there is a word for the mans mind, the word of God. He is directed to take this bullock. You see that is the point. This bullock is to be in the forefront, that is to say what God had in His mind is to be in front. The point is Gideon is to be a man, not a babe, not to be carried about with this tale and that tale and every wind of doctrine, but having the mind of God and knowing what to do, firmly and courageously to do it as a man, as Paul says, Quit yourselves like men; be strong. 1 Corinthians 16:13 That is what you find  manhood. And so he is to take the bullock, even the second one, seven years old, and he does it. Well now, I cannot say any more about Gideon, although much could be said. 

    I pass on to chapter 13 to show you that God in these appearings is on the up line. God has never anything below His own standard for His people, that is, the heavenly character here. And now, He is about to bring in something. There is no man there; no person that He could appeal to. Manoah is not there. He is away. His wife is there and she is simply to be the mother of him who is to be a deliverer. The maternal is stressed, as if the Holy Spirit would remind us of collective things, that there are such things as collective things, maternal instincts, and that God out of barrenness would bring in life, a Nazarite, who begins to deliver Israel. That is, it is what God can do, not simply in sovereignty but in sovereign power, almighty power. We had sovereignty in Gideon, but here it is a question of the sovereign power of God. The exceeding greatness of his power ... which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead. Ephesians 1:19 - 20 That was what was made known to Abraham, that God is almighty. That is a reference to the truth brought out in Genesis, that God brings in by power what is lacking by nature. Manoahs wife was barren like Sarah, but none of these things hinder God  what is impossible with men is possible with God. What we have before us here is the almighty power of God. Is that not valuable? It is. That we might know it! One of the great prayers of the apostle in Ephesians is that we might know the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He wrought in Christ, and another prayer is that we might be strengthened with power by His Spirit in the inner man, according to the riches of His glory; so he says, For this cause I bow my knees. That is to say, the exercise deepens. In the first chapter he does not bow his knees. In chapter 3 it is For this reason I bow my knees to the Father ... of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; ... in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ. Ephesians 3:14 - 19 What power is that? The power that worketh in us, as he says, He is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us. Ephesians 3:20 It is not something at a distance; it is a question of what God will do, not by bringing in a new power, but by the power that worketh in us. It is one of the most marvellous things we get in Scripture, the power that worketh in us, what God can do, what is to come outside of nature  exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us. Ephesians 3:20 The woman is to be abstemious from all wine and unclean things  all that is of nature; that is if there is to be any product from faith by the power of God there must be that collectively  in the company, for that is the idea in the maternal side. And so, you see, Manoah is absent on both occasions. Why should he be absent? He was absent when the angel came the first time, and the second time although he prayed that the man might come, he was not honoured. It is not now a question of leading brothers, of those responsible, it is a question of the whole company. It is God coming in to operate through the whole company, so that there might be some product acceptable to Himself that He can use as a Nazarite for the deliverance of His people. Manoah is very interested in this personage. His wife sends for him when he comes the second time. God would show it is not the responsible element; it is the whole company, sisters and brothers together; but then the responsible ones are called and they come; they are not without influence, never are. He wants the angel to tell him his name and he wants to offer a sacrifice. That is, he would do more than the generality of the saints, so to speak. She was nearer the mark than he, for it says that Manoah did not know that he was an angel of the Lord. That does not say much for him. Leading brothers are so apt to be in their own importance that they miss the thing. That is perfectly obvious to the very youngest in the meeting. They want to see and they want to know. He was a man with remarkable intelligence but he knew not that he was an angel. It is a poor thing if I do not know an angel from an ordinary person. He does not get much honour conferred on him. Now Manoah would do this and he would do that, and the angel says, If you would do anything honour God; if you would offer anything, offer it to God, for he did not know that he was anything more than some distinguished person, but he has got to learn. Manoah has to learn, that is to say the responsible element has to learn. They have got to be brought into line with what God is doing in the mass, for it is what God has in His mind to operate with all the saints. That is a principle in Colossians and Ephesians. Let them all be brought into it. They will develop motherly instincts and discerning instincts and very often the leading brothers have to come into line. And so the offering has an altar. Thank God he knows about the altar, but it is a question of a rock again. Things have to be founded on solid ground. They were to have the rock. They were to be on sure ground. Now he offers his offering, and the angel says to him, How is it that thou askest after my name, seeing it is wonderful? It may be I have not been accustomed to the wonderful. If I have been with God in my soul I am accustomed to the wonderful. If I am comparing myself with my brethren I have not come into the wonderful. They ... comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. 2 Corinthians 10:12 We need to get into the realm of the wonderful and that is the realm of the divine and the heavenly. His name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God. Isaiah 9:6 Think of being brought into that sphere, of Him who dwelleth in light unapproachable, whom no man hath seen nor can see. How can I take that in? That One has come out, you see, and He has acted before our eyes. He has done wonderfully. We want to get into the realm of the wonderful, and we shall feel how little we are in the presence of the wonderful. And so you have the wonderful here. God is doing wonderful things if we had only eyes to see them. So that the angel not only announces his name but he does wondrously. He shows that he is what he is and that is final. In Gideons case the angel departed in connection with the offering but in this case the angel goes up in it. It is a question of going into heaven. We often speak of the Lord coming at the rapture; but think of what going into heaven means. How are you going to go? There is such a thing as the way in, and that is what you get in Luke both in his gospel and in the Acts. In the end of his gospel Jesus is carried up. Well, you get some idea of going to heaven  carried up. I cannot convey in a moment just what appeared when He was carried up, but there were those who saw, and in the Acts it was specially mentioned, This same Jesus ... . shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven Acts 1:11; and then as they beheld Him He went, as if the impression was conveyed to us that they actually saw the manner; and is it not important that we should have that before us  how we go. It is a spiritual matter. And so here the angel, you will observe, as the offering went up he went up. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on. That is what one would impress upon us that there is that idea in this book of God leading up to a point, what is in His mind for His people  for these things are all written for us  ascending in the flame from off the altar and the saints looking on. Why should they be seen looking on, if not to convey to us the importance of looking on, so that we might become conversant with the altar and see that our place is not here but it is ascending, might I say? Glory to God in the highest, as we have in Luke. That is what God has in His mind  ascension, and if it is literal it should be moral now, so that we should be occupied with the most exalted things, the most morally exalted things, heavenly things, things in the highest. 

  
    ANGELIC SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE OF GOD (JT 92)

    Judges 2:1-5; Judges 6:11-24; Judges 13:2-5; Judges 13:15-23

    JTThese scriptures are presenting the angelic service. They speak of the Angel of Jehovah, but what is chiefly in mind is angelic service representative of God, and in that sense of service rendered to God or on His behalf. The angels were, according to the book of Job, present as the earth was created. 

    In scriptural records, servants are generally representative of God, characteristically so. So that in our first scripture here we read, And the Angel of Jehovah came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up .... Jehovah speaks. Although the Angel speaks, it is Jehovah. The service rendered here is to remind us of departure from very great bondage, and in consequence of this, the lower disadvantageous position is to be taken up. We may have to be content with lower, narrower, circumstances. Still there is some result, for the place to which the Angel came derives its name from the same judgment. That is, he came to the place named Bochim, meaning Weepers. 

    It will be understood that the aim is not to occupy us with the angels themselves, save as they represent what is to do, that is service representative of God, and it is so. 

    WHIs it your thought that the first feature in the service is that there must be recognition of the public departure and breakdown on the part of the assembly? 

    JTThat is the thought, presenting, as you know, the same judgment. That is, the place of the rolling away of the reproach of Egypt  Israel entering on to Canaan, the land of privilege. This Gilgal represents a moral correspondence to it. If God will bring us into the place of privilege, there must be the corresponding moral conditions. These are represented in the rolling away of the reproach of Egypt, presented here. The privilege of God cannot be attained apart from the disallowance of the flesh. 

    WHWhat had you in mind in referring to lower ground, that is its application to us today? 

    JTWell, the Lord said, as we know, to Ephesus, Thou hast left thy first love. The Lord did not propose to restore her to that, to what she had left, and we can only come into the first principles and privileges, as intelligently we accept what was. They called the name of the place Bochim, Weepers. The Angel came to that place. He left Gilgal. The voice to us is that whatever privileges are to be had, there is to be maintained the putting off of the body of flesh  the body of it. In principle there shall be no legalised condition of the flesh. Generally it is legalised. The flesh is legalised all round, religiously, circumcisionally. Gilgal means legality of the things of God. There is to be no allowance of the flesh at all. The word of Jehovah is, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you to the land which I swore unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you; and as for you, ye shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars, but ye have not hearkened unto my voice. Why have ye done this? They were to make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land  that is no recognition of them at all  nothing with them at all. 

    HBIn 2 Timothy 3: 14 Paul says to Timothy, But thou, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and of which thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned them .... Is that preservative? 

    JTQuite so  continuing the thing. In Colossians, 

    the thing is more prominent. Colossians is continuing on the maintaining of circumcision, that is, the disallowance of the flesh. The word is, Why have ye done this? God would challenge us as to things in the world, any recognition of its altars. 

    QuesWhy is it that the Lord speaks by an angel to them, instead of through Joshua? 

    JTYou are assuming that Joshua is now alive. 

    RemYes. 

    JTI thought that he had gone. The book opens with after the death of Joshua .... I think the inference is that it is on the principle of the book of Revelation. The book of Revelation is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified it, sending by his angel, to his bondman John. The communications to the apostles were by the Spirit, so that the communications through angels mean in our dispensation that this same thing had happened. 

    FWThis word of the angel is to the people of God as such. The other two references are to individuals. Do you think that the departure was to be met in its beginnings here? 

    JTWell, this is how the departure is to be met. The next passage, that is chapter 6, is the nation here, how God raised up deliverers, how they recognised their moral qualities. So that we have the question in mind as the angel is mentioned. And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that belonged to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress to secure it from the Midianites. And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. The man whom God would use as deliverer is in mind and the appearance of the angel is to involve really Gideons own condition, some instruction as to the service of God. Gideon says to him, Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again. And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid of the goats, and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him under the terebinth, and presented it. Now Gideon did this himself. So that whilst he is in view as a deliverer, as it is stated, he indicates that he is under the ministry of God  and there should be deliverance, and there are deliverers. The service of God is in mind  something for God  not simply deliverance of the people, but it is something for God. 

    GHCWould the weeping, as suggested in chapter 2, make way for this in Gideon, do you think? 

    JTI think so. In this clause in verse 7, we have a further thought on that same line. It says, And it came to pass when the children of Israel cried to Jehovah because of Midian, that Jehovah sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage; and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drove them out from before you, and gave you their land, and I said to you, I am Jehovah your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell. But ye have not hearkened to my voice. Now I think that verse calls attention to the fact that it was not to a man, or servant, God spoke in chapter 2. Here, it is. It is first of all that  a prophet, making way for God to come in in this remarkable way in angels, and that the man in mind to be a deliverer is a man who has some thought of serving God, and of ministering to God. That is, there is much today without any thought of what is to be for God, whereas Gideon represents a person who is thinking of God, presenting something to God; and the prophetic ministry is very significant because it is just what God is now stressing. 

    FIYou mean that it is what God is stressing with us at present. 

    JTI think so. That is, what is to be for God. So that we have much in the Acts, many instances of conversions, and that is for God, but in 1 Corinthians 14, the prophetic ministry is brought forward as peculiarly resultful for God, that is resultful in the sense that a person comes in where the prophetic ministry is carried on. He falls down. The secrets of his heart are made manifest, and he is judged of all. He falls down and worships God. That is the real result. I think Gideon corresponds here. He says to the angel  the angel does not propose it  he proposes it, Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. Do you think that is a significant fact as to how the work of God is going on today? 

    FII do. I think in what you are referring to  1 Corinthians 14  the adjustment is brought into the man, and then that leaves him to take up the service of God. That is what you are after. 

    JTThat is right. He is a worshipper immediately. 

    RemThe apostle speaks of the Thessalonians having turned from idols to serve a living and true God. 

    JTThe word is not simply serving man, but ministering to God, and in view of this, if we have a desire to serve God, He gives instruction. He shows us what to do  that the service is not carried on in the ordinary religious way. It says in verse 20, And the angel of God said to him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock and pour out the broth. And he did so. And the Angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. And the Angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight. So that God comes in if we are to worship and to serve Him. He comes in to instruct us what to do. 

    FIWhat is the significance of the difference between the flesh and the unleavened cakes? Why are those two things brought together? 

    JTThe flesh would be Christ as our sacrifice. Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us, therefore, let us keep the feast of unleavened bread, and that is to show the condition we are in, the state we are in. So that we have the direction in the flesh and unleavened cakes for God, poured out to God. They are associated, the flesh and the unleavened cakes. What is in mind is that it is Gideons state, and God accepts what he makes and He uses it. That is, He comes within his range. 

    GHCHave you any thought as to why the directions of the Angel came after Gideon presents it? First of all there is his presentation and then the direction of the Angel. Would you help us as to that in relation to the service of God? 

    JTWell, in Leviticus, it is a question of requiring what is to be brought on the day of atonement. But in Exodus, if a man bring an offering, that is whatever he brings, if it is within the range of the law, then it is accepted. So here it would seem as if Gideons offering is accepted and not only accepted, but the Angel directs him what to do with it. 

    HBDo you mean that this rock is his state of soul? 

    JTHis state of soul is seen in his offerings. It is a significant word, extending back into the earlier books, and suggests the foundation of God, that the foundation is there. Things are continued on that principle, that we are on the firm foundation of God. 

    WHWe can speak of our rock according to Deuteronomy. 

    JTJust so. And Gideon had that state  everything in his offering. So that when young people are converted to God, God comes before them and they would bring an offering. Well, if it comes within the range of the offerings, it will be accepted. That act is to represent us as to the law, the principle governing the service to God. 

    QuesDoes that come out in connection with Abraham meeting the angels at the tent door? He offered a suitable offering to them, but Lot only offered the cakes. He had no kid. There is nothing indicating what is here. 

    JTWell, that is very similar. 

    QuesOr, do you think this might be more connected with the assembly setting which we have in Gideon? 

    JTYes, only I would take it that Gideon represented Levi, who read his Bible; and now there is a divine Visitor before him, so that we go back to the beginning and Gideon is seeking to move on the line and record what he did. He asked the angel to tarry as Abraham did. Abraham asked them to remain under the tree until he brought what he did, and made it for them. They said, So do as thou hast said, and they waited for him. I think it is very touching that they did. How patient God is waiting upon us until we are ready to serve Him! 

    FWDoes the waiting of the Lord upon him bring confirmation for him with regard to what the Lord had for him to do? 

    JTOne is to consider the exercises of Gideon all the time, while he is preparing these things. Think of the grace of God in His ways with you. I think it ought to encourage all of us, especially the young, that whatever they have to bring out, if it comes within the range of the law, it will be accepted. I think the Lords heart is toward His young people for the first time beginning to offer. 

    ASIs there any significance in his putting the flesh in a basket and not in a pot? 

    JTI think it is the principle of a vessel, as the woman of Sarepta had the oil in the cruse, and the meal in the barrel. That is, you are not slovenly. We are to keep our vessels in order, in holiness, so that the thing God values is in the right setting. 

    RemThe pieces of the offering would be set in order. 

    JTThe Angel says, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. He did so. He did what he was told. It is on this rock. It is a sure foundation. What we are doing is right. 

    TTThe broth here seems to be an addition to what we get in the Corinthians. In what you quoted from 1 Corinthians 5, it is the passover sacrifice, for us, and then the unleavened bread, but where does the broth come in? 

    JTI think that is 2 Corinthians. I think it is an allusion to essence. I suppose it is an inscrutable allusion, if you understand what I mean. The thought is of an essence. The broth is the essence of the meat. Gideon brings them. He does not throw the broth away. Everything must be brought. It was an offering. It will, I suppose, be the essence of the meat or the flesh. 

    WHWould that suggest some recognition on the part of the offerer of the greatness of Christ  what He is personally? 

    JTI think so. It involves spirituality. It is what is poured out. We have constantly much allusion to what is poured out. Paul even spoke of himself as being poured out. I think it is dealing with the essential things and there is nothing left. 

    All is there. All is brought. 

    RemLike David pouring out the water. 

    JTWell, that is so. It says, pour out the broth. And he did so. And the Angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. It does not seem as if the essence or the broth is consumed. It is there  all the richness of it is there. What pervades in the service of God is what we are enjoying. What heavenly joy is the pervading note that goes with the concrete expression of our worship. 

    RMcAWould that indicate, too, that it was Jehovah who was speaking to him? He asked for a sign. In Judges 6:17 he says, shew me a sign. 

    JTI think so. He would be conscious of it. 

    The Angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight, and Gideon said, Alas, Lord Jehovah! for because I have seen an angel of Jehovah face to face .... And Jehovah stopped him and said, Peace be unto thee fear not; thou shalt not die. We often need that. 

    We pray to be able to take part in the meeting, but when it comes to the real test of having to do with divine fellowship with God, well, there are very few of us quick to do even according to Luke 24. The saints were not equal to the divine presence, but God instructed him, and it says, Peace be unto thee fear not; thou shalt not die. And then Gideon builds an altar to Jehovah. So that he made ready. 

    WHAll this service would work out within the limits of His covenants, I suppose. Is not the tendency in christendom to ignore the elements of covenant in the first communication of the angel? 

    JTYes. I should like you to say more about that. 

    WHI was wondering if this was a matter of great encouragement to us that deliverance comes in in coming to the covenant of God, and working within its limits, so that God secures a portion, eventually. 

    JTSo that we certainly are in very narrow places today, and it is ours to bow to it. According to our faith, according to what we are to God, He gives us light as to what to do with our offerings. 

    GHCWould recognising what Paul says of the commandment of the Lord in Corinthians, make room for the ministry of the second letter? 

    JTI think that is good. We should not have the ministry to speak of unless we acknowledged the departure now. 

    Now, the third reference.  The attention is called to the failure of the male side. The appearance of the Angel is a sign to a woman  to a wife. God is reminding us in this that brothers are sometimes behind  not altogether, because Manoah is recognised here. His wifes name is not given. His is. So that he is recognised. The man is mentioned first by the name, Manoah, of the family of the Danites, but the Angel appears to his wife. She tells her husband, and is true to her understanding. She says, his appearance was like the appearance of an angel of God, very terrible. That shows that she had certain spiritual understanding, whereas we are told our measure. Manoah knew not that he was the Angel of Jehovah (verse 16). That is, he was less discerning than his wife. He had less spiritual understanding, which I would take it, may be the lack of leaders. 

    FWDo you think it involves there may be hindrance or lack of ability to distinguish when the Lord is speaking and to whom He is speaking? 

    JTJust so. And then the thought that comes out is, whereas the wife discerned at once, for she says, He was like an angel of God, very terrible, yet she does not seem to be disturbed, and I believe he speaks to her in a very feeling way. He says, 

    I pray thee  a very respectful way. He says in verse 4, Now beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink. That is the Angel of God, although he may speak in this way, yet she says, he is very terrible, which of course, an angel of God could not be. 

    WHIt would be an encouragement that God is not limited to the leading brethren. He works in relation to His own thoughts and the state of the saints. 

    JTYes. And even when the Angel is gone, his wife is ahead of her husband still. She says to him, If Jehovah were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt-offering and an oblation at our hands. He is the head of the house, yet he has failed as to what is happening, whereas she knows. She reasons from what God is that if He receives a burnt-offering at our hands, He will not kill us. A very beautiful idea. 

    QuesWould the house of Chloe in the Corinthian epistle suggest the thought of the woman again? 

    JTThat is very good. It is the house. Quite so. 

    QuesIs it a good feature to recognise her house? 

    JTShowing that she understood recovery. The woman is acknowledged in Timothy. 

    FIDid she not emphasise what was shown to her? I suppose what comes in later is constantly under the eye of the Spirit, moving in fresh thoughts and lines to the saints so that there should be a furtherance of things. 

    JTWe do well to listen to the brethren at times, because they may be ahead of us. He did listen to his wife, but his state comes out. He betrays himself. He says to the Angel, we will make ready a kid of the goats for thee. He said moreover, What is thy name, that when thy word cometh to pass we may do thee honour? He is not receiving the word of God as it is. It has not come home to him, whereas the woman did receive it. 

    GHCHave you anything in your mind as to the kind of deliverer that is raised up in the first instance, in reference to Midian, and one is raised up who is available, but here it is out of the hands of the Philistines and there would appear to be a prophecy? It says, he shall begin to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. 

    JTMidian would represent the flesh contaminating us and take away the food  worldly associations. Gideon was raised up to destroy their power. The Philistines are more an opponent phase. The Nazarite should be stressed in regard of them. You could only meet them on this principle. They are men of great ability and influence. Manoah himself would mature into that if he was not checked. He is a man that exercises his power because he had the position. He thinks himself great enough to do honour to the Angel. He should not content himself. The only hope, indeed in this oppression, is Nazariteship, but in this service we have a further suggestion as to the service of God. Manoah took the kid, it says in verse 19, and the oblation. It is not here flesh and unleavened cakes, but it is the oblation. It is a question, I suppose, of the humanity of Christ. The unleavened cakes is more our state. He offered it upon the rock. He is following up what happened so far and the Angel did wondrously. That is, we have more than we had in the instance with Gideon, as if we were advancing here. The Lord would, I think, suggest to us that in our assembly setting, He will do great things for us. He did wondrously, it says, And it came to pass, as the flame went up from off the altar towards the heavens, that the Angel of Jehovah ascended in the flame of the altar. The previous incident relates that the Angel departed out of sight. Here he ascended in the flame. As the flame went up from off the altar towards the heavens, that the Angel of Jehovah ascended in the flame of the altar. He is going up with the fragrance of the offering. So that we have his name which is Wonderful, and he is true to that name. He acts wondrously. 

    QuesWhy was this to the parents, and not to the individual  Samson, as to Gideon? 

    JTWell, it is to be an assembly matter, really to be brought forth. The deliverer would not be in Egypt, in our deliverance. So he would be waited for, but the parents are brought into the line of this wonderful acting, divine acting, as you say, so that the child is to be brought forth. That is the assembly exercise, you might say. The result is to come. 

    QuesIs that a different matter from what is in chapter 11, where Jephthah seems to be raised up? The man who has been an outcast, he is brought in, you may say, to give deliverance. 

    JTYes. And he is not a product, as it were, of prophecies going before. With a man like Paul, you have prophecies going before. That is, it would be an assembly matter, an assembly exercise. The assembly in Acts 7 and 8, had in mind, I believe, the result. The light is brought in through Stephen and the assembly is viewed as suffering. I believe that Paul was affected. There was nothing like that with Jephthah. Whereas in this case, it is going to be, as it were, the result of assembly exercise. The exercise is in the light of this wonderful acting. It is to work out in the parents. So in Timothy, we have the product, too, from Paul. 

    FWSo is it the exercise that there is something for God from the saints when the light of the matter comes before the deliverance takes place? 

    JTYes. It takes a good while. Both parents are brought into it, but it begins with the woman as indicated, but the husband is brought into it. Adam was brought into the transgression, through his wife, but so Manoah was brought into the light of the service of God through his wife. 

    GHCWould it be right to say that Manoah and his wife looking on both with regard to the activities of the Angel, and then the Angel ascending in the flame, would suggest that the divine activities on this line are for contemplation? 

    JTThat is the idea. The product must be in line with all this. Samson would be a man of this kind, born of all this. So that our coming generation ought to carry in its constitution the light of the previous generation. But here we have a careful instruction as to the one who is to come that there must be Nazariteship. Both parents are brought into it. 

    RemIt says of the wife, that she bore a son and named him. 

    JTWell, that is what we are saying. She names him. She is the more spiritual of the two, but then Manoah comes into it and one would hope that he gained by his wifes answer; when he said to his wife, we shall surely die, because we have seen God, but his wife said to him, if Jehovah were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt-offering and an oblation at our hands, neither would he have showed to us all these things, nor would he at this time have told us such things as these. 

    WHWould this suggest the elevated character of the service, the thought of the Angel going up in the flame  something of what belongs to us as linked with the thought of ascension? 

    JTDo you not think God is helping us on those lines and has been for many years? God has helped us greatly. I ascend, not I shall ascend, but I ascend. It is the character of things. 

    WHSo that that feature should find a definite place in our service Godward, that we should not drop short of Gods thought in ascension. 

    JTThe ascension would come in in the most auspicious circumstances. 
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    JUDGES 3 (CAC 6)

    Judges 3

    The unfaithfulness of the people was the original cause of their enemies being left. But we find here that Jehovah left them, and that He had a purpose in leaving them. Everything contrary to the truth that has had a place in connection with the people of God must have come in first through unwatchfulness, and want of zeal for God, but then God had a purpose in leaving it there. 

    It is suggestive that a generation arose that did not know Jehovah. There is a certain responsibility with us concerning the next generation. Paul was very concerned about the next generation, that there were not very many on whom he could rely, and we could not say it was from lack of parental care. He was a true father and mother, but there were not many of whom he could say that they were his true children in the faith. Timothy was one. There is an exercise as to the generation following, whether they are prepared to take up the faith of the parents. Our parents are not able to give us faith; we have to take it up for ourselves. They can bring us into the place of Christian privilege and instruct us, and pass on as teaching all they know, but they cannot give us faith. It is for us to take up what our fathers have left. It is an exercise for those of us getting old as to what kind of generation we leave behind; we should be delighted to see them with more definite purpose and faith than we have. It delights us to see a young brother or sister with more definiteness of heart to follow the Lord than we have. It humbles us about ourselves, but delights us to see it. If the Lord tarries, there will be another generation, and it is a serious matter that it should be a spiritual generation. Many times God has intervened, even in the history of the church, and there has been a remarkable movement of revival, but departure has come as soon as the vessel was removed. We see it all through Judges; deliverance comes in, but, as soon as the vessel of divine power dies, the spiritual movement ceases. 

    Things are left; it has not pleased the Lord to come in to remove all kinds of evils that have come in. He has left them there as a test, and the enemy is always on the ground; therefore conflict must go on to the end if things are to be maintained for God. There never will be a complete clearance of the enemy; he will not be cleared off the scene until the church is gone. When it is a question of dispossessing the enemy, we have all to learn war. We have to learn it. The battles fought by our predecessors do not deliver us; we have all to take up conflict. If we do not take up conflict we shall fall under the power of something evil. 

    We see in verse 6 that they took up unequal yokes. The principle of separation from evil is fundamental, and nothing is maintained for God except on that principle. Here we find that the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites; that is that they formed these links. People form these links because their parents are dwelling in the world, and the very thought of separation is given up; that opens the door. If there is not an inward spirit of separation, it opens the door for unholy links and associations. No temptation to take up an unequal yoke, or to give up separation, begins outwardly; it begins inwardly. 

    In verse 4 we read, They were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would obey the commandments of Jehovah, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. The commandment is a test of how we stand in relation to the Lord and His will. If ye love me, keep my commandments. If His commandments do not rule my affections, I have departed from Him inwardly. I may be walking perfectly before the brethren, but I am away inwardly and, if I am not restored, I shall eventually give up separation in some outward way. 

    The first departure was a giving up of the truth of the calling. In figure they were partakers of the heavenly calling, and the first departure was giving it up; they dwelt among the Canaanites. That is why Chushan-rishathaim comes up and gets power. He was king of the very country out of which God called Abraham, and if we give up in heart the heavenly calling, we shall fall under the influence of the place out of which we are called. Idolatry was there. What exposed the people to this was that they had idolatry among themselves; in verse 6 we read that they intermarried with the nations and served other gods. It makes one very anxious about the state of ones inward affections. If they are not kept for the Lord, it is only a question of time before we get away publicly. 

    Here it was eight years before they realised the true position. They came under an alien influence for eight years. Saints may miss a great deal, and be a long time before they realise it, but when they do they cry to the Lord. Satan presents bondage as liberty; he says, You please yourself, do what you like; and he makes it appear as if it was liberty, and people often take long to realise that the line they are on is robbing them of the enjoyment of the land. When they do wake up, they cry to the Lord, and He raises up a saviour. There never was a saint who cried to the Lord about things that hinder from enjoying the inheritance, but that God raised up a saviour for them. 

    It would not be like God to leave us under bondage when we want to be free from it. If the people of God woke up to the fact that they were not enjoying the inheritance, and truly desired to, they would get deliverance from every enemy, whether Moabite, Canaanite or Philistine. We never have the same battles again; always some new, fresh phase has to be met, but in every case there is a deliverer. And the children of Israel cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother. What an exercise he had to see the state of things, and yet it went on eight years before God could use him! God waits on the exercises of His people. You say, Why does not the Lord deliver His people from all the corruptions of christendom? Why do not they separate from it? He waits on their exercises; He waits for them to cry to Him for deliverance. 

    Othniel means Powerful man of God. A man of God would stand for God, and I believe he is the first man in Scripture of whom it was said that the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him. It is the Spirit of the Lord raising up a standard among the people. Othniel came of a good stock; he was a near relation to Caleb  he had taken Kirjath-sepher, the city of books; that is, the wisdom of the world. Kirjath-sepher becomes Debir  speaking, he is ready to listen to divine speaking. Othniel represents the kind of man God can raise up, and he has a good wife; his affections were rightly placed. He married Achsah, not a daughter of the land, but one thoroughly set for the south land, and for springs of water as well. A man like that was morally qualified to be a saviour. 

    Othniel was a disciplined man; he had to wait eight years. All the servants of God have to learn to wait for the exercises of the people of God. What a discipline to see the people of God suffering from unbelief, and to have to walk with them in their afflictions! Caleb had to wait forty years. Nothing tests us like patience; it is one of the greatest features we can possess. Caleb was a man who could wait forty years for the land. 

    What is the value of my having light if I cannot carry the brethren? I have not only to be true to the light, but to wait on the exercises of the brethren, and carry them. We cannot carry anything in an arbitrary way. These men felt the oppression, and when the time came they were available, and the result of their intervention was that the land had rest. We are not fighting all the time; God gives periods of rest. For the time being the enemy is held in check, according to the energy of faith and the state of the people. God waits for the exercises of His people, and those who have faith have to wait too. Those whom the Lord raised up as deliverers had the mind of the Lord for the moment. In the history of the church, when there was a readiness and exercise for it, God has raised up one and given spiritual light and leading, and has always been with that man whom He has raised up. If God has raised up a man, He will stand by him to the end, and never let him drop. If a man sets up to be a leader, or if people set him up, he will have a disastrous end. 

    The next oppressor was Moab. Moab was a people kindred with Israel; they were the children of Lot, and they represent the influence of what is natural. Lot had a wonderful opportunity, and he was what we call a true believer  the Spirit of God called him a righteous man  but he was influenced by what is natural. It says of Eglon that he was very fat. Moab represents a condition of things easily nourished, and that can soon acquire great proportions. Nothing is easier than to nourish what is natural until it becomes fat, but there is no liberty until the fat man is killed. There is no liberty for enjoyment of the land if we are under the influence of the Moabite. It represents the natural element that can work in the true believer. Lot was influenced by the natural to choose the well-watered plain, and that led him to Sodom. We are all in danger of that. I suppose nothing hinders the people of God more than their friends, acquaintances and relations. They keep on with what is natural. It is much easier to go on with people with whom you are in contact, and go on in a friendly way, than to take a definite stand for God. That is the influence, the oppression of the Moabite. 

    God raised up Ehud, a left-handed man, as deliverer from the Moabites. God takes up men that have apparently a good deal that hampers them. This book brings out the odd character of people that God can use. He uses unusual instruments, such as a left hand. Shamgar had an ox-goad  an uncomely weapon, but effective. Samson had a jaw-bone of an ass. God uses things one would not expect. The power is within, not with the instrument. Ehud knew what was needed at that time. The people were on wrong lines; they sent a present, showing the servile condition they were in  like people keeping up friendly links with those who are not the people of God. Ehud knew what was needed; he was not on the line of presents, but of a short sword. He knew the fat man must be killed, and he killed him. We have to kill the Moabite in ourselves. When he has killed him, he blows a trumpet, and gives a spiritual lead, and others are prepared to follow. That is the principle of leading among the people of God. Are we ready to follow when the trumpet sounds? They were ready to go, and they followed and killed ten thousand men, all fat men. 

    Many are exercised today, but they are held by friendly links, so they are not prepared to use the two-edged sword. We need to use the sword, so as not to allow ourselves to be robbed of the enjoyment of the inheritance by our acquaintances, or our relatives, or anything on the line of the natural. 

  
    THE WARS OF CANAAN (JR 2)

    Judges 3:1-4; Ephesians 6:10-18

    We often hear the question asked as to why there are conflicts and difficulties, why all localities are not in perfect peace.  We learn from this scripture in the book of Judges that Jehovah left certain nations.  From one point of view the children of Israel failed to dispossess these nations, but from another point of view, Jehovah left them to prove Israel by them, all that had not known all the wars of Canaan.  The children of Israel were to know war by learning it, and we are to expect conflict as long as we are here.  Each generation has to be built up in view of facing conflict, because there are enemies, and because, according to Ephesians 6, there is a great universal struggle going on continually, not against blood and flesh, but against principalities and authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual power of wickedness in the heavenlies.  These unseen angelic powers opposed to the testimony are ever active and there is never a moment when there are not critical conditions somewhere. 

    It has been rightly said that there has never been a time since the revival, to which our brother referred, when there have not been critical conditions somewhere.  When the Lord comes to reign, all these enemies will be dealt with; these universal lords, these principalities and authorities will all be dealt with.  But they are not dealt with yet, they are left.  These nations that we read of in Judges 3 were left purposely by Jehovah to prove Israel by them.  The Lord loves to prove His own work and He loves to see persons proving themselves in the testimony, not just professedly but with purpose of heart; conflict proves such persons. 

    This scripture in Judges views the people of God as having inherited the land of promise, the land of Canaan, which was promised from the days of Abraham; but certain nations were left there.  The previous book, the book of Joshua, unfolds to us how the land of promise was secured through seven years of intense conflict.  Now, that has been so in the history of the testimony; there has been intense conflict to secure the land of promise.  The land of promise for us, in a few words, would be the enjoyment of eternal life, for eternal life is the great promise of God.  Corresponding with the book of Joshua, think of the conflicts there have been!  Think of the conflict as to eternal life; what a conflict that was!  How many were lost in that conflict for the truth of eternal life!  The truth of eternal life was recovered and has been maintained, just as in this book of Judges the land of promise had been secured. 

    The warfare in Ephesians 6 is a defensive struggle; every part of the panoply is defensive.  It is not so much a question of going ahead and securing territory; the territory is viewed as having been secured through conflict.  The land is often spoken of as being Gods purpose, but it was promised to Abraham.  The great promise of God is eternal life.  Now the enjoyment of eternal life means that as set together the Lord Jesus has His rightful place, the Holy Spirits presence is known, and brethren dwell together in unity.  These are the conditions for the enjoyment of eternal life; but then how busy the enemy is!  He can bring in feeling between brothers and between sisters, he will do his utmost to hinder the enjoyment of eternal life by whatever means he can use. 

    Hence the reference to these enemies, five lordships of the Philistines.  We know what the Philistines represent; the will of man and the mind of man.  It speaks about all the Canaanites; the Canaanites were extensive in the land of Canaan; and then the Sidonians, and then the Hivites that dwell on mount Lebanon; from mount Baal-Hermon...  It is very like the description of the enemies in Ephesians 6.  Five lordships of the Philistines may be likened to the universal lords of this darkness.  Spiritual power of wickedness in the heavenlies may be likened to these references to mountains linked with the Hivites.  Our struggle is always going on, but there is provision in the panoply of God to be able to stand in this struggle and maintain the conditions that the land of promise would suggest, the enjoyment of eternal life in our gatherings.  That is what the enemy is against.  He cannot do much about individuals being faithful and testifying, but he can be successful in hindering the enjoyment of the conditions of eternal life in our gatherings together. 

    We need therefore to appreciate the panoply of God with which we shall be able to stand, for the panoply, or the whole armour, of God, is defensive.  Put on the panoply of God, that ye may be able to stand against the artifices of the devil... For this reason take to you the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day.  The evil day is when the struggle comes to our locality, when we are involved in the struggle.  Of course we always ought to be involved in prayer regarding our struggle because it is one great universal struggle, but the evil day might refer to when the artifices of the devil are manifest in our own place.  We are not to look for a panoply then, the panoply is to be on before then.  For this reason take to you the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having accomplished all things, to stand.  Stand therefore....  These three references to stand would indicate this defensive warfare in which we all ought to be involved, and we shall only stand as having on this panoply. 

    The first item is, having girt about your loins with truth; that is not just the truth known, but the truth formed in the believer.  All these elements involve formation, not just knowledge, as our brother has said, but formation, having girt about your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and shod your feet with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace  truth, righteousness, peace.  Besides all these, having taken the shield of faith with which ye will be able to quench all the inflamed darts of the wicked one.  Have also the helmet of salvation....  We had salvation on Lords day afternoon, over against persons being led astray.  The helmet of salvation would protect our minds, not by mental ability, but by our minds being formed.  The helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is Gods word.  The sword is part of this defensive warfare.  You would not find a soldier defending a position without a weapon.  The sword is needed to defend, to hinder the enemy from intruding.  All these elements in the armour, as far as I can see, are defensive.  And then, praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints. 

    We need to realise, dear brethren, young people included, that we need to be built up in our souls, in our affections, to defend the enjoyment of the promise that God has made us at the present time. 

    Eternal life is the promise of God, just as the land of Canaan was the promise of God.  Our struggle is continuous, for the enemy is always attacking somewhere.  Let us be concerned to be built up!  Let us realise that there is such a thing as the panoply of God, involving the believer formed in these features.  Truth; the truth about everything, righteousness, peace  how much this kind of preparation is needed; and shod your feet with the preparation of the glad tidings of peace  faith, salvation, the sword of the Spirit, prayer, praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints  all seasons, all prayer, all perseverance, all the saints.  May we know something about this!  We are not to expect a perfect, tranquil order of things, because we are being proved, and the enemies are very real and ever active.  The Lord would nevertheless encourage us that we should be built up in our knowledge of God and in these features in this chapter, that we might not be overcome but be overcomers.  May it be so for His own sake. 

  
    SPIRITUAL JUDGMENT (JT 27)

    1 Corinthians 6:1 - 5; John 18:19 - 24; Judges 3:5 - 11; Judges 4:1 - 6 ( ... commanded?)

    According to the passage we have read in the epistle to the Corinthians, we see, as regards judgment, what is the destiny of the saints who compose the assembly: they will judge the world and they will judge angels. May we now, in the exercise of judgment among the saints, be qualified for our great functions to come in this respect! 

    The question is put as follows, in the epistle to the Corinthians: Thus there is not a wise person among you, not even one, who shall be able to decide between his brethren! Is there not such a man who can settle questions among his brethren? It is evident that they were lacking in such wisdom, in spite of all that the apostle Paul says as to them (1 Corinthians 1:5 - 7). The question that he puts makes us think that there was not a wise man among them, a man capable of deciding difficult questions among his brethren. Nevertheless, he maintains that those who form part of the assembly are qualified to act thus, for he orders that those who are little esteemed in the assembly should be employed for such occasions. Set those to judge who are little esteemed in the assembly. Notice that the one who was to be employed is a person of the assembly, for intelligent persons are found in the assembly; and if wisdom is not there, it will not be found anywhere in the world. If two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens Matthew 18:19. It is a question of two or three who are in the assembly. 

    I now desire to show you, from the other passages we have read, how this spirit of judgment is to be developed in us; in that, as in all else, we must learn from Christ. He is found before the throne of judgment, where true justice ought to have been administered; but He was not Himself on the throne of judgment, although that throne belonged to Him. God has set a day in which he is going to judge the habitable earth in righteousness by the man whom he has appointed, giving the proof of it to all in having raised him from among the dead Acts 17:31. He is the Judge, and the world will soon get the benefit of His perfect administration. It will not be an administration encumbered by interminable Acts of Parliament. It would be very difficult for anyone to read all the Acts of Parliament of men, even if one spent a whole life at it. They have their own value; but our Lord Jesus Christ Himself sums up the whole law in these two commandments: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy understanding. This is the great and first commandment. And the second is like it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments the whole law and the prophets hang Matthew 22:37 - 40. Our great and beloved Lawgiver will write these two commandments in the hearts of men; and the world to come, of which He will be Judge, will enjoy a perfect administration of justice. 

    Nevertheless, at the moment of which we are speaking, He was not on the throne of judgment: He was at the bar of the tribunal of men: it is the opposite of all moral history. As the passage in John 18 shows, the position was reversed, for the Judge of Israel was there, in the presence of all. It is true that He was smitten, but He was present; He did not keep silence, for that moment formed part of His testimony as the Judge of Israel. Before leaving this world, our Lord was to bear witness to just judgment. As if he were himself the true judge, 

    the high priest questions Him. He calls witnesses, for, according to the law, at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall a matter be established Deuteronomy 19:15. The high priest therefore demanded of Jesus concerning his disciples and concerning his doctrine. Jesus answered him, I spoke openly to the world; I taught always in the synagogue and in the temple, where all the Jews come together, and in secret I have spoken nothing. Why demandest thou of me? Demand of those who have heard, what I have spoken to them; behold, they know what I have said. The Lords acts were public. His ministry was public. He did nothing, and said nothing, in secret. There were thousands of witnesses of what He had said and done. Why were they not called, if He was to be judged? But we see that one of them gave Him a blow on the face. Such was the character of the throne of judgment before which the Lord was found. Since everything was based on witness, if He had spoken evil, why not bear witness of the evil? And if He had spoken well, why smite Him? If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me? The Lord did not defend Himself, though He might have appealed to legions of angels. He had told the disciples that if they were smitten on one cheek, they were to present the other. 

    If therefore there are differences between brethren, we have here the principles on which judgment is to be carried out; and if a wise man is found among them, he will act according to these principles. He will thus qualify for that great function in the day to come. The Judge of Israel, in presence of the high priest, had established all these principles; and they should be maintained and put into practice in the assembly today, as they will be in the future. 

    These principles were applied in Israel, in old times, when the need was felt. The first judge of Israel was Othniel, and I believe that if we examine the passage in the book of Judges regarding him, we shall learn from that judge a feature that should form the basis of all judgment approved of God. The people of God were living in bad company; it says, The children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites and Amorites and Perizzites and Hivites and Jebusites. They dwelt, it says. And what was the result? It was that they inter-married, with the inevitable consequence that the practices of those nations characterised the people of God. It is a very serious situation  a situation that has often characterised the people of God, and which characterises them much in our day. Such circumstances bring in the governmental ways of God, and His ways are always the fruit of His love. The divine thought is expressed in the judge; and deliverance is also in the judge. The oppressor sent by the government of God was the king of Mesopotamia (that is to say Syria of the two rivers), a man possessed of great natural resources  learning which is very dangerous among the people of God and which brings you down to the level of men around you; in such a case we are sure to fall to the level of those who have only natural resources. Then there is neither progress nor spirituality. In those circumstances the judge must have great spiritual resources. There is no reason why there should be one of us not characterised by this, for faiths resources are immense. 

    Othniel belonged to a blessed family, and no one can be a judge according to God if he does not belong to that family. He was of the family of a man, Caleb, whose faith had shone in the darkest days, and he persevered in faith; at the age of eighty-five years, this Caleb was full of vigour. I am still this day strong, as in the day that Moses sent me Joshua 14:11. He appreciated the inheritance of God and possessed the power to take possession of it. Further, Othniel had as wife the daughter of that great man of faith, who possessed great spiritual means. Othniels wife knew how to ask. She had encouraged her husband to ask of her father a field. She herself asked, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs Judges 1:15. The king of Mesopotamia, with his two rivers, had no such resources. No man of this world has the resources possessed by the man of faith, a man established in the light of the assembly, and who has received, as blessings, the upper springs and the lower springs. He is infinitely superior to the man of this world, whatever he may possess materially. So Othniel was found beyond the reach of natural influences. How many of the Lords servants are independent of natural influences? Deliverance from these influences lies in laying hold of the resources which are available to us; and that is what is seen in Othniel and in Achsah. They acted on the principle of asking. So Othniel judged Israel and went out to war. And Jehovah gave Chushan-rishathaim king of Syria into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. And the land had rest forty years. You see, beloved, the great principle which is established in Othniel with regard to judgment; it is the principle of cultivating our spiritual resources and increasing them. 

    The other judge was Ehud. This man was different from Othniel. As to him, it was no question of family relations, nor of great spiritual resources. It was a question for him of the word of God. No one can be judge among the people of God, save one who knows how to use the Scriptures, and who knows how to use them spiritually. For the word of God is living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart Hebrews 4:12. This mans weapon was a sword having two edges. You will remark that the sword has two edges; and I must know how to use this sword against myself. I can only use it against another if I have used it against myself This weapon distinguished between soul and spirit, and between joints and marrow; a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. If therefore I have been personally searched by the word, there is no danger of my using partiality. I shall know how to judge; my judgment will be a righteous judgment; it will be according to the thoughts of God. 

    Ehud had to do with a fat man. It was a matter of human pride. Eglon king of Moab was a very fat man Judges 3:17. How much the people of God have been oppressed by human pride! How much they have suffered from it! How many things there are of which we are proud, alas! Yet all these humiliating things are not even worth the trouble of being mentioned by a Christian. Nevertheless, we are proud of them. We are enclosed in our own fat. What is to be done? A secret sword with two edges is absolutely necessary. It was no question of religious culture for Ehud: he was left-handed. He was not a normal man. He would have been quite despised in the seminaries; but he effectively maintained what met the situation at that moment. He acted ruthlessly against that terrible thing  pride  which has its origin in Satan himself. The secret of Satans fall was his pride. The saints themselves have to suffer from pride. If this man is to judge, in the presence of pride, he needs this sword  a sword having two edges; he knows how to wield it: he wields it skilfully. 

    The next judge is Shamgar. I did not read the passage: Judges 3:31. In him, we have another feature of this great principle of judgment. The instrument he uses is an ox-goad. If an ox could speak, it would be able to tell you what a goad means; but we are occupied with men, and Scripture uses oxen to speak of men. Thou shalt not muzzle the ox, it says, that is treading out corn (1 Corinthians 9:9); but it does not say, Thou shalt not use the goad. The goad is the discipline of God. It sometimes seems severe to us, but it is necessary. When I have learnt the lesson that is needful for me I have acquired experience, and it is according to my experience with God that I possess power. He smote the Philistines, six hundred men, with an ox-goad Judges 3:31. Who are the Philistines? Men of renown. They take a place among the people of God, because the latter have failed in their responsibility to exterminate them. As on previous occasions, they it was who ruled over Israel, but the man who possesses an ox-goad kills six hundred Philistines at one stroke, for in divine things he who can kill one can kill six hundred. So success flowed from experience. 

    If you have great spiritual resources, if you know how to use the word of God, if you have acquired experience in the school of God, then you will be qualified for spiritual judgment. Such are the great features that God can approve. 

    I will now speak of Deborah, in whom another feature is presented. It was a question of a woman; and it says that she judged Israel at that time. At that time, Israel was ruled by a man having great military resources. His resources were not those of the king of Mesopotamia. This man of great military resources was Jabin; and he had nine hundred chariots of iron, a great display of military power. Could a woman face such a situation? Let the sisters in particular consider it with us. Let us see how God meets this serious state of things. We are in the presence of the greatest display of military strength against the people of God; and a woman is to overcome all that. But how? She was the wife of Lapidoth, as Othniel was the husband of Achsah who had great spiritual resources; she was the wife of a man who had light (the name Lapidoth means light). I believe she represents the believer in relation with Christ as the Light, for the light is of the greatest importance when such a military force is to be met. In the epistle to the Ephesians, it speaks of the rulers of darkness against whom we have to struggle. The whole power of Satan is in view in the epistle to the Ephesians. We are therefore enlightened as to the place where Satan is and as to his power. It is an advantage to us to know the headquarters of the enemy and what are his forces. 

    But the light is not sufficient to gain the victory, and so we read that she dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah. She had gained victories herself. I cannot stand, in the presence of Satan, apart from that. It was not the palm-tree of Lapidoth; it was the palm-tree of Deborah. If it had been the palm-tree of Lapidoth, it would have been objective, but it was a question of experiences she had had herself. She had herself overcome. It is said that he that ruleth his spirit is better than he that taketh a city Proverbs 16:32. The children of Israel came up to Deborah for judgment. She did not need to announce herself, for moral power was with that woman. She dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in Mount Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. Dear brothers and dear sisters, we must rule our own spirit in order that the Holy Spirit may do things in us. I have much more confidence in the instinct of a spiritual sister than in the calculated judgment of the most intelligent brother who is not spiritual. Instinct is the most important thing, and if we are spiritual, our instincts will be true. The children of Israel recognised this great quality in Deborah; they came up to her and trusted her judgment. 

    But all that was not sufficient to crush Sisera, the captain of Jabins army, and his chariots of iron, and his multitude. But it was a great moral basis in view of the defeat of the enemy. She says to Barak, Hath not Jehovah, the God of Israel, commanded? Go and draw towards mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun, and I will draw unto thee, to the torrent Kishon, Sisera, the captain of Jabins army, and his chariots and his multitude, and I will give him into thy hand Judges 4:6,7. She draws Baraks attention to the commandment of Jehovah: Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? A commandment had been given, and if God commands, we can expect the complete defeat of the enemy, however powerful he may be. I do not wish to speak at length on this victory; I am speaking of the features, the qualities of the judge. These qualities shine beautifully in Deborah. The victory was due to her responding to the commandment of Jehovah: Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? The victory was complete. The result was seen in that a mother in Israel arose. Then the highways were established and the villages were no longer forsaken. It says that formerly the travellers on highways went by crooked paths and the villages ceased in Israel Judges 5:7. So you see that the service of Deborah introduced the great divine highways. Now we know where we are going; we no longer follow crooked paths, for there is a highway. We do not walk blindly. On these highways are the villages in which we enjoy happy fellowship and unity among our brethren. The ministry of Deborah had one great result: it is that there were those who love Jehovah. Let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might Judges 5:31. 

    Beloved, I might speak longer on this subject, for it includes the whole of the book of Judges. I only wished to point out to you these features in relation to the circumstances in which the testimony is at the present time; these features relate to our circumstances. I lay stress on what is seen in Deborah. If I am to have power among the saints, I must be in spiritual victory and know how to rule my own spirit. The saints will recognise me; I shall be wise, capable of deciding difficult questions between my brethren. 

    Thus we should be qualified, in view of the day when we shall judge the world and angels. 

    Address by J.T. at Valence, 12th May, 1926, evening. 

  
    THE SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT (2) (JT 33)

    Judges 3:1 - 31

    ANWWould you mind making plain how the service of the judge comes in as in the character of discernment, as stated this morning, in view, for instance, of verse 18 of chapter 2: And when Jehovah raised them up judges, then Jehovah was with the judge, and saved them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for it repented Jehovah because of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and crushed them. 

    JTI think that what is given us of Othniel helps to the understanding of the qualifications of a judge, and how the ability to judge with discrimination necessarily enters into this book. It is said in Isaiah 11:2 - 4: and the spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. And his delight will be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity the meek of the earth. I thought that we might see there the spirit of the judge as seen practically in Christ, with a view to what is said in Acts 17:31, that God is going to judge the habitable earth in righteousness by the man whom he has appointed, giving the proof of it to all in having raised him from among the dead. Judgment according to God must take on the character of discernment. 

    GWHAnd is there not a distinction to be made as regards the heroic deeds of these judges, and this exercise of the spirit of judgment active in regard to the people themselves, as Samuel went around from place to place judging Israel? 

    JTYes, quite. 

    QuesIs not judgment equally a discernment of right as of wrong; a discernment of what is and a pronouncement of it? 

    JTExactly. In Othniel you have one from good family roots, in connection with which there is ability to discern what the enemy is using to disaffect the people of God; added to this there is the judgment required to know the conditions under which they suffer, so as to meet such conditions. Hence we are enjoined as to the exercise of our senses so as to discern between good and evil; otherwise there cannot be judgment according to God. 

    AFMThe judge was raised up to meet what the enemy had brought in. So that Othniel meets this condition brought about by the king of Mesopotamia. 

    JTWhat you see is that Chushan-rishathaim was a man of great resources. Well, to meet that, you would require to have resources. Therefore, the consideration of Othniel will help us as to what judgeship means. You have to meet the conditions with such means as would overcome them. Now this king, Chushan-rishathaim, is said to be king of Mesopotamia, meaning Syria of the two rivers. A river indicates many things; amongst others, resourcefulness, or the means of resources. Any country well rivered is sure to be prosperous and fruitful, therefore affording resources. And it was that sort of thing that the enemy was using to enslave the people of God at this time. How would Othniel meet it? He was a man of resources of another kind, but of resources, nevertheless. 

    AFMHe had upper and lower springs. 

    JSWould the end in view be not only deliverance, but rest for the people? The land had rest forty years. 

    JTThat is the end in view. But I think we should get clear as to what judgeship and its qualifications mean. 

    The history of Othniel indicates the kind of qualifications God had in mind. Service requires secret history with God; so that the servant is divinely prepared when the time comes. You find in the history of Gods ways with His people that in emergencies a man of God is there, sometimes without a name even, as in chapter 6:7 - 10. On certain occasions He will use nameless persons, for God has His reserves always. And so if a judge is needed, God has been preparing him beforehand; Othniel is typical of that. In verse 9 of this chapter it is said, And the children of Israel cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother. He already had him, but now he is raised up. It is not his qualifications now, but the fact that he is raised up as a saviour. 

    WB-wSpiritual discernment precedes judgment; discernment of what the enemy is doing before we arrive at a judgment. 

    JTHow can we exercise discrimination so as to arrive at a judgment, unless we have discernment? 

    WB-wThe application follows that. 

    JTThe application is that you begin to administer according to what you discern. God may raise you up for that purpose. We must distinguish between the ability to discern and responsibility to administer according to what is discerned, in God raising up a person and using him. 

    BTFHave you a thought as to why Caleb is mentioned in regard to Othniel? 

    JTHe represents the mind of God. He knew what was needed. And then he had some understanding of what Achsah represents. We have to look at these things antitypically to understand them. There is the mind of God, and those who are with Him here understand what is necessary and what He provides. Achsah understood what was needed, and Caleb gave her the springs. These entered into Othniels qualifications for service. 

    AJDIs raising up consequent upon there being features that please God? 

    JTThe raising up is Gods act; it would be based on His knowledge of the servant. He said of Aaron, I know that he can speak well, (Exodus 4:14). 

    AFMIn most instances we get the judge delivering first, and then judging afterwards. Is this normal, saving first, and then judging? 

    JTHere Othniel judged Israel; and he went out to war; but the general statement is that Jehovah raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother. And the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out to war. He saved them. 

    WMChapter 1 suggests potential gift, and chapter 3 the exercise of it. He becomes a saviour. It is a sovereign gift and then responsibility. 

    JTChapter 1 gives the earlier history of the man; chapter 3 shows how that history entered into his service. He was a saviour, a man of spiritual resources, and so met the thing that Satan used. Satan was using resources, but God met them with His in Othniel. 

    RemIs it not contemplated in Corinthians that the spirit of judgment should be among all saints. Even if it comes in leadership, as it does, it should prevail among the saints as such. 

    JTSo that even the one little esteemed in the assembly (1 Corinthians 6:4) is to judge. 

    WB-wWould you say the two rivers represented currents of evil which Othniel discerned to begin with? 

    JTThey indicate means of worldly resources. We know from the prophets exactly how the Nile was regarded (see Ezekiel 29). Rivers represent, when in the hands of the enemy, what is evil, as the resources of the world. 

    RemIt is a serious thing when we consider that these two rivers originally were of the four from Eden, intended for blessing, yet they had become perverted under the power of evil. 

    JTTwo of them so employed, I think, would suggest excessive opposition to what is of God. It is a combination. 

    ARSOthniel knew the tactics of the enemy and planned to defeat them. Is there a connection between that and the strong man who gets bound by the Stronger than he (Luke 11:21,22)? 

    JTThere is; you see in the letters to Corinth how a movement of Satan is made. Every movement of Satan has its own features, and requires discernment as to how to meet it. The apostle Paul says, That we might not have Satan get an advantage against us, for we are not ignorant of his thoughts, (2 Corinthians 2:11). This enters into judgeship, involving ability to discern and meet the attacks of the enemy. 

    ANWIs Othniel a saviour with a view of being a judge, or a judge to be a saviour? 

    JTBoth. He raised up a saviour to save them. And then we are told how it came about: And the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out to war, and Jehovah gave Chushan-rishathaim king of Syria into his hand. We have the general fact stated that he was a saviour and saved them; but the judgment came first according to verse 10. That is, he judged Israel, but it was by the Spirit of Jehovah. It came upon him. It is not essentially his experience or qualifications, but by the power of Gods Spirit specially upon him. As discrimination begins with any one of us, such a one discerns a thing is wrong; that is good, but if he is quiescent as to it, that is not good. Judgeship implies not only discernment but administration, which is not to be viewed lightly, for it enters into every act based on discernment. How do I regard the brother or sister responsible for the evil? As soon as I begin to administer according to the judgment, then God comes in and the Spirit of Jehovah coming upon me means I represent God; not only am I controlled by righteousness, or the exercise of love, but the Spirit of Jehovah comes upon me, as upon Othniel here, who judged Israel and went out to war. 

    RemIn the book of Revelation not only is there discernment, but judgment, and the carrying of the thing out. 

    JTOne great point here is that the Angel leaves Gilgal and goes to Bochim. That is an important feature of this book, the change of the divine position. God goes on as far as He can; but He cannot go on with apostasy. 

    RemSo in 1 Timothy a definite attitude is taken by God, and then conditions come in which necessitate 2 Timothy; this is like going from Gilgal to Bochim. 

    WB-wThe Spirit coming upon a person (corresponding with chapter 3:10) is when he commences to administer in the light he has got, in a given case. 

    JTInquiry may begin by one, but you can only go a certain length, as in Matthew 18. You first go to your brother yourself; then you take one or two besides; and then you go to the assembly, where you have what God identifies Himself with. The power of God is there to deal with the evil. This principle is exceedingly practical: whenever I see anything evil occurring I judge it, and then move to meet it. Many of us are quiescent in such instances, and the enemy gets an advantage. Nabals young man saw what happened, he understood the answer Nabal sent to David, and while he could not meet the difficulty occasioned, he was not quiescent about it. He told Abigail  as if to say, That is your matter. That is the thing; if we move to meet the difficulty God will come in. 

    WMIt requires courage to do that. 

    JTIt does indeed, but there is a great deal of letting things go with us. The Spirit of Jehovah was upon him; 

    when that takes place in any measure you have what represents God, and evil is dealt with authoritatively. 

    AJDShould this principle be found in sisters? 

    JTI think so. The house of Chloe did not let the thing rest, but acquainted Paul with what occurred, and God came in, and the matter was dealt with. 

    AFMThere is a great difference between being quiescent and militant in regard to evil; and even if we are not able to act, we can look to God to come in; we can be militant in our spirits. 

    JTGod will surely help, and the procedure will take on a divine character; not only are you acting in love, but in authority, so that the thing is effectively dealt with. 

    EPDo you get both ideas in Isaiah 28:6? Jehovah will be for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate; and this is in the presence of Israels apostasy. 

    JTQuite. It often comes to this, that the Spirit of the Lord lifts up a standard when there is discernment and administration based on it. It is there that His standard is lifted up. 

    AJDIs that the Spirits special move for the moment? 

    JTIt is. Of Othniel, the first judge, it is said: And the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out to war, and Jehovah gave Chushan-rishathaim, king of Syria, into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. You see how the victory is complete; his hand prevailed. 

    RemIn Revelation a great deal is made of seeing. 

    JTWhat you get there is that the Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God which are sent into all the earth. Both in regard to the assembly and the general government of God there is the power of discernment. There can be no judgment or deliverance without such power and action based on it. 

    QuesWhat about all the wars of Canaan? Are they general crises? 

    JTI think they are. The expression refers to the book of Joshua particularly. It is important to see that these Canaanites were left so that we all should become warriors, and so have part in further wars for the testimony. The wars are on a high level. 

    AP-tIn the forty years following Othniels victories what would be his position? 

    JTHe would be a judge, during which time the land had rest. 

    AFMWhy is it said, The land had rest? The expression occurs frequently in this book. 

    JTThe land itself is much in the mind of God. It would mean that, there being no war, there was rest generally. 

    AFMThe land and people are identified. With regard to Othniel, we are not informed as to what instrument he employed for subduing the king of Syria. The two following judges, Ehud and Shamgar, used a sword and an ox goad respectively. 

    JTWhat you get is that the Spirit of Jehovah is enough to cope with all these attacks. I should think that this war with Chushan-rishathaim would be a military operation on a large scale, by the Spirit of God. 

    QuesHow about the eight years of verse 8? 

    JTThat refers not to warfare but to the oppression. The period of the war is not stated. He went out to war. Othniel judged Israel and went out. He was not an indolent man like David was on one occasion in Jerusalem  he abode at the time when kings go forth to battle. Othniel went out. 

    QuesIs it in contrast to verse 5 when they dwelt among the Canaanites? 

    JTThe early part of the chapter shows how the matter stood. They were not faithful, hence they dwelt among the Canaanites, and you have corruption in marriage alliances. 

    With Ehud it is not a question of the opposition of earthly resources, but fatness  human pride. Eglon was a fat man, and his forces took the city of palm trees. He evidently made Jericho, or the city of palm trees in the land, his headquarters. This warfare is marked by a personal exploit. 

    RemSo it says of Ehud that he made him a sword; it is individual work. 

    JTBeing a left-handed man, he would make one to suit himself A judge understands what he has to deal with, and must meet it. God helps him in his preparation as in the actual conflict. 

    GWHHe does not go by precedent either. 

    JTNo. We have no record of any one acting just in this way before. 

    RemAs is the man so the implement. David used a sling and a stone. 

    JTEhud makes a weapon that would deal with fatness effectively. And he lets it stay in Eglon, where it can do the best service. It refers to the word of God. 

    GWHHe struck the thing at its root. 

    QuesWould Moab typify pride; and the belly the lower affections? 

    JTThat is right. Moab was at ease, not emptied from vessel to vessel. It is typical of a condition among Gods people where the flesh, fostered by ease and selfishness, and resulting in pride, had acquired a place. The Lord Jesus is the very opposite of this; He says, I may count all my bones (Psalm 22:17). 

    RWSWhat is the force of his being left-handed, and of the way he girded his sword? 

    JTIt speaks of what is irregular. In religious history a great deal is made of regularity; you must conform to certain rules to be in the service of God. This man would not have come up to that; he was irregular. 

    QuesDo you touch the clerical system when you speak of this? 

    JTYes. Ehud would not have conformed with clerical requirements. 

    RemThere is no allowance made for the Spirit of God in those systems. 

    RemThe Lord did not go on regular lines when He chose Peter and Andrew, John and James. 

    JTWhy did He not choose Nicodemus or some others of the rabbis? He does not choose what man recognises. Ehud indicates Gods choice. 

    EPPaul said to Timothy that he had fully known his doctrine and manner of life. And he would use it. 

    JTHe was not told to wear Pauls cloak, but was to bring it with him. Timothy knew that he could not put it on, but he would admire it! I believe the cloak and the books would humble him, for they would suggest how great a vessel Paul was  one to be followed. 

    RemGehazi used Elishas staff, but he did not accomplish anything. 

    JTNeither could Elisha himself. He could not raise the child with that staff. He had to lie upon him, to come down to the childs measure. Everything has its own requirements, and we have to be ready to meet them. 

    RemDo we get the wars of Canaan in the way Paul deals with things at Corinth, for instance, and in the epistle to the Galatians? Timothy would have the gain of all that. 

    JTJust so. We are all to learn how to be good soldiers of Jesus Christ, taking our share in suffering. 

    RemWe get the equipment for the wars of Canaan in Ephesians 6. 

    JTIt is the whole armour of God. 

    WB-wEhud girds the sword on his thigh. Is there a connection with the word of God? 

    JTThere is a very great connection. Ehud was with God, and acted with skill. He brought a present to the king, which evidently was borne by others. They went back and he with them; and then he returned by himself from the quarries, which required remarkable courage and wisdom. Everything fitted perfectly, and the result is complete. 

    AFMThe first rest through Othniel was forty years, and this rest through Ehud eighty years. Is this period of eighty years according to the greatness of the victory gained? 

    JTI think it is; it is the longest period mentioned. It is evidently the result of evil being dealt with at the root by the word of God. 

    AFMI was wondering about the city of palm trees being re-taken, what is the point of that? 

    JTI do not know. Undoubtedly Jericho, the scene of the first great victory of Israel, is referred to. It represented the prowess of Israel in spiritual power. And now it is in enemy hands; Moab had taken that. The Kenites had been there. They were a wilderness people, relatives of Moses father-in-law; they were children of the wilderness; they had left the city of palm trees and dwelt in the wilderness. The place thus is vacated and Moab takes it. It was complete defeat for Israel. 

    GMcPIf we do not judge evil in ourselves, God will expose the flesh in us. 

    JTEhuds victory is remarkable in that it emphasises the authority of Gods word and the effectiveness of it. 

    WB-wIt was a sword of two edges. 

    JTIt is figurative of the word of God, the sword of the Spirit. 

    Then there are these ten thousand fat men; they are referred to in the sense of derision. They were spectacles in their fatness. Their carcasses lay there; they were brought down by the power of the word of God. It is very encouraging as to what is available in these crises; 

    if we respect the word of God and use it rightly, what may not be done! 

    WB-wThe sword was of one cubit. It does not represent a long sermon. 

    JTExactly. David chose five smooth stones, but one was enough. And so this one-cubit sword was quite enough. If it had been longer, it might not have been effective. It was just long enough to be plunged in and left. 

    I think we might notice in closing that as to Shamgar it does not say he had to do with an oppression; rather that these six hundred Philistines were there. There are occasions of opposition to the truth, which are not exactly oppressions. It is not complete domination; but it will be unless it is dealt with. Deliverance was needed, however. Samson later deals with an oppression by these people; but this is what one man did to six hundred who having had a status in the land were specially formidable. They came into Canaan otherwise than through the Jordan. 

    AFMHow could a man slay six hundred people with an ox goad? 

    JTI think it is a question of experience with God, bearing out what we have been saying. An ox goad is something you prod the ox with to keep him in his place and make him obedient. It is discipline in the school of God. Every one of us must be dealt with in this way; for we are not sons if we are not under discipline. He represents that side; he knew what goading meant. With Othniel it is the Spirit of Jehovah; there is a great general position; he is a man imbued with the Spirit of Jehovah and goes out to war. Ehud values the word of God; he is resourceful; he is a type of what is original and unique, but most effective. Shamgar sets forth experience with God, without which we cannot represent Him, nor be effective against His enemies. 

    ARSShamgar knew how to use what he had to advantage. The Lord used what was there in feeding the multitude. 

    JTShamgar understood what it was to be in harness and to work under discipline. 

    RemIn chapter 5 Shamgars days were marked by the blocking of the highways. The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths, (verse 6). This state of things would be the result of Philistine work  corresponding with the religious world today. 

    JTEvidently, therefore, the ministry of Shamgar did not result in divine principles becoming operative. I think Deborah alludes to his times as if they did not make a way for divine principles generally. The highways were neglected in spite of the great exploit. Luther is illustrative of this. He did a wonderful work, but he did not open up the great highway of fellowship and the assembly. 

    GWHThe travellers went by crooked paths. 

    JTYes, in spite of this intervention of God. Luthers work was not final as leading anywhere; it was, however, important. But with regard to experience, it is what you have got in your hand. Moses was concerned as to how God could use him. God said, What is that in thy hand? (Exodus 4:2). He will use that. 

    QuesIs not there a certain amount of reproach in connection with an ox goad? Deborah says there was not a shield or a spear among forty thousand. 

    JTThat is right. I suppose literally those expressions implied that the people were disarmed, and that would bring Ehud into greater relief in making his own instrument. 

    RDGThere is no reference to the land having rest in Shamgars case? 

    JTThere was a rest of eighty years as a result of Ehuds action, but no rest is mentioned in connection with Shamgars exploit; however, it is said, he also delivered Israel. 

  
    THE SPIRIT IN THE BOOK OF JUDGES (JT 73)

    Judges 3: 9 - 11; Judges 6: 34, 35; Judges 11: 28, 29; Judges 13: 24, 25; Judges 14: 6, 19; Judges 15: 14 - 16

    JTThese scriptures, I believe, give us all the direct references to the Spirit in the book of Judges. There are indirect references, but these give us the Spirit as operating in certain of the judges. I thought it would help us to consider Othniel, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson, so that we may see features with which the Spirit identifies Himself, and the circumstances that call forth His activities. What is said is intended to bear on ourselves, showing how the teaching connected with the Holy Spirit applies to us in similar times. The constant exigencies of the testimony and of the service of God call forth special activities of the Spirit, so that we are to be ready for such emergencies. It is only in the power of the Spirit that they can be met according to God. These four men are illustrative of what is needed to meet difficult conditions. Othniel is like the leader at the outset, as having spiritual history, and Samson at the end as having a history dating back to his parents. 

    AMHIs it not noteworthy that the Spirit is not said to be upon Othniel in relation to any exploit, but in relation to judgment? 

    JTYes; it does not say that the Spirit came upon him, but that the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him. With Gideon it is said that the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him; also in the case of Jephthah, but as to Samson, the first mention is that the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him. It would appear as if Othniel represents one to whom the Spirit was known earlier; it was not a sudden coming upon him to meet an emergency, but the Spirit was there, possibly in relation to what had been said about his earlier history in the taking of Kirjath-sepher. Possibly it would thus allude to his previous history, which is worth considering, for brethren who serve in this way should have in mind that earlier history is necessary. 

    AMHIs such a qualification particularly necessary for judgment? 

    JTThat is how the matter stands. The children of Israel cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, who saved them. And then his service is mentioned. And the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out to war. The judgment of Israel was first. The spirit of judgment is necessary in those who go out to war; that is, they are to have a right judgment of the saints. 

    JWPWould you suggest that the same emergencies that arose in the days of these judges are likely to arise in our day, and have to be met? 

    JTThat was what I thought. These four men represent the mind of God, and what is needed for the Spirits activities. Othniel has a history that every brother and sister should enter into  a family history. The Spirit of God touches on this  his antecedents and character. His father-in-law and uncle was Caleb, a man of peculiar qualities in the testimony. 

    JTSIs there significance in the fact that he was the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother? Would it not be an encouragement to younger men to seek to qualify? 

    JTI suppose so. Kenaz was the younger brother, and the idea of the younger has a place. His wife and what marked her would enter into his exploits; all these would account for the Spirit being upon him as the emergency is mentioned. He is ready, a trusted man, evidently, being raised up to save, and he did it. It is an important matter to do what we are called upon to do. He justified the call; he saved Israel. 

    EJFWhat had you in mind about family antecedents? Were you speaking of it in a spiritual way, and also in the ordinary way? 

    JTThe selection of wives and husbands enters into all this much more than we are apt to think. Othniel has a remarkable family setting, and is remarkably successful, free from any blemishes or mistakes. The order of his service was that he judged Israel and went out to war, and Jehovah gave Chushan-rishathaim into his hand. God acted for him under those circumstances, and the land had rest for forty years. 

    QuesYou referred to conditions with which the Spirit of God could identify Himself as illustrated in these men of whom you have spoken. Must there be a previous history with God before the Holy Spirit can identify Himself with ones service in this way? 

    JTYes, I had that in mind. Paul spoke about prophecies going before and the laying on of hands in regard to Timotheus. The man of God was indicated beforehand, and the elderhood committed themselves to him. The prophecies going before would mean that he was divinely pointed out as known of God. The secret history we have with God must underlie all service. 

    HCFrom a child thou hast known the sacred letters. Would that correspond to the overthrow of Kirjath-sepher, the city of books? 

    JTYes, he was not given to light, useless and damaging literature, but nurtured in the sound words of the Scriptures. 

    JTSShould our young men be exercised about these matters if thinking of marrying? 

    JTThat is a principle dating back to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The wife should be a sister before she can be a wife, as Paul says, ... a sister as wife. Sarah was related to Abraham and was called his sister; Rebecca was related to Isaac; Rachel was related to Jacob. There should be a spiritual affinity. A wife may be much help and on the other hand she may do much damage. Hence the importance of a right selection. Achsah would be a spiritual wife. She wants springs of water; she wants spiritual things as her dowry. 

    We might now consider Gideon; his history shows that a younger son or daughter may influence a parent rightly. But his qualification is seen in that he is threshing wheat in the winepress; that is to say, he was doing something to defeat the enemy. He could not cope with him outwardly, but he was doing something to defeat him. However little it may be, it was directed against what the enemy was doing  he was saving the food from the Midianites who were endeavouring to destroy it. 

    JWPHow does that apply today? 

    JTBeing on the alert as to what the enemy is doing. We may be quite oblivious to what he is doing, but he is always active, and it is important to know what he is aiming at. Gideon discerned that, and was acting against the enemy. It was in secret and under great difficulties, but he was doing it. Then he is able to overthrow the altar that his father had erected to Baal  a wider and more dangerous operation, but he did it. The Midianites were innumerable; that is the enemy was working in a large number of people. The question is, What is he doing today? and with what am I going to check him? I may not be able to overthrow him, but I should do what I can to check him. Such Midianite activities would tend to corrupt the local meeting; if allowed unjudged, they are very damaging. 

    QuesSo there is need for blowing the trumpet? 

    JTThat is the idea. The Spirit of Jehovah came upon him and he blew the trumpet, and the Abi-ezrites were gathered after him, and he sent messengers to Asher, and to Zebulon, and to Naphtali, and they came up to meet him. The blowing of the trumpet would be some ministry that calls attention to the evil and arouses the saints. Gideon sets himself to do it, for evil must not be allowed; it must be met. 

    IRWould a prophetic word call attention to that? 

    JTI believe the Lord is using the ministry meeting to meet local conditions. There may be ministry that has a wider scope, but the Lord would provide for local conditions. 

    BSWould that be the outcome of a brother coming to a definite judgment himself, and then acting upon that judgment? 

    JTYes; that is what we see from this scripture; there is nothing said as to how he came to be threshing the wheat, but the fact is that he was doing it in the winepress to secure it from the Midianites. Gideon was definite in what he was doing; he had formed a judgment as to what was needed. Evidently he was an obscure man, but he was doing that which he had found to do in his own locality. The Angel sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that belonged to Joash; so that it is a local position. He determined to do something, and he was doing it, and that causes him to do greater things; so that he overthrows the altar to Baal in his fathers house. And then the Spirit tells us that all Midian and Amalek and the children of the east were gathered together. The enemy is now attacking in large numbers, and at this juncture the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Gideon, as honouring all that preceded. 

    WSFWould Midian answer to natural relationships? They were descendants of Abraham. 

    JTThat is a good suggestion; relationships can be very damaging. 

    WSSGideon blew the trumpet, and the Abi-ezrites were gathered after him. Would this suggest that he was a brother who had power in his own locality? 

    JTThat is a good point; at the outset where the collective idea is introduced in Exodus, we have reference to the neighbour next unto us; so that a man who found his passover lamb too large divided it with the neighbour next to him; there were other neighbours, but it was with the one next to him. So that Gideon has secured a footing in his fathers house, and in his own locality; a very important matter. His local brethren were with him. 

    WSSHe was a brother in his own locality first and foremost, and then he seems to have discernment as to the whole position and the places where messengers should be sent. He does not send them over the whole of Israel. 

    JTAnd all are affected: they also were gathered after him. The messengers spread abroad what was needed. There is the blast of the trumpet, but it requires a host of publishers; there are others who take up the truth and spread it. 

    AHGAlthough an obscure brother, he knew that Asher and Zebulon and Naphtali would hear the message. 

    JTHe had a right judgment of what was in these places. We hear of messengers in the days of Josiah, who were sent, but were of little effect; here we have sympathy and the messengers were heard. It is a very important thing to find genuine sympathy among the brethren. 

    HHWould ministry of the trumpet character bring that to light? 

    JTThat is the idea, the trumpet is the ministry. In Numbers 10 we have the silver trumpets, which denote the rights of love; a most touching way to appeal to us, by the love of Christ. The love of Christ constrains us  it is the testimony of it presented in a powerful way in ministry. 

    WSSIs the attack of the Midianites a serious matter at the present time? 

    JTI think they represent natural relations who go in for social matters. They were people who had kingship and titles, and that sort of thing; they were a snare even to Gideon later. They descended from Abraham. They allure us, leading us into social things instead of spiritual things, and if we are occupied with social matters we do not go in for what is spiritual. 

    EJFIn times of local difficulty must we see to it that the food supply is maintained? 

    JTYes; that is it. Shut out all these social matters, ornamentation and so forth. 

    EuRIt says the people were gathered after Gideon. Does that indicate a special place of leadership? 

    JTYes, that is another feature of the book. Deborah and Barak in their song said, Leaders led in Israel. Othniel was a saviour and he saved the people; Gideon was a leader and he led; that is what marks him here. They came after him, and others met him. Then the army was tested; that enters into the Spirit coming upon Gideon, for he is a leader but he is ready to have his army reduced to a small number, so that the victory and the surpassingness of the power may be of God and not of us. The allusion in 2 Corinthians 4: 7 is to him. The vessel is broken, and the power of God is seen in it. He represents that side. The power of God is seen in reducing the army that was to meet the Midianites who had a great host. Gideon meets them with three hundred. It is a question of Gods power. 

    HCIs that what Paul alludes to: We ourselves had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not have our trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead? 

    JTYes, that is it, it enters into the second epistle to the Corinthians: Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body (chapter 4: 10). And it says, earlier, We have this treasure in earthen vessels. The allusion is to Gideon; so that he gets an outstanding place in that he is alluded to in the New Testament. 

    Then, in regard to Jephthah, we should note that he is a man who understands Israels history. His upbringing had great disadvantages and he suffered from the disadvantages, and in his service he is occupied a good deal with himself. He made a bargain before he took leadership, but he understood the history of the testimony. He quoted Scripture to meet the point at issue  a very important matter. All may not be conversant with what I am alluding to, but it says in chapter 11: 12, Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the children of Ammon, saying, What hast thou to do with me, that thou art come against me to fight against my land? But Jephthah knew the history of Israel, and to meet the attack he brought in the thought that Israel walked through the wilderness. 

    HHIs there the possibility of quoting Scripture wrongly and supporting evil? 

    JTWe may do that; very often it is done, but Jephthah knew the scriptures which related to the matter in hand, and spoke very touchingly about Israels walking, When they came up from Egypt, then Israel walked through the wilderness. That is the principle applicable to the wilderness  we walk 

    through it. He said, Israel walked through the wilderness as far as the Red Sea, and came to Kadesh. Then he touches on the false brother who would not let Israel pass through the land. And Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass through thy land ... . And they walked through the wilderness and went round the land of Edom and the land of Moab, and came by the east of the land of Moab. Israel had the real spirit of a brother, they would rather suffer than provoke a quarrel. Jephthah pursues the history and establishes the righteousness of the issue for which he is contending. It is most important in local issues that we get everything clear and not call evil good, and good evil. 

    HHHe would stand for the inheritance in every feature. 

    JTYou do not allow the saints to be robbed of their inheritance; there is the heritage which the Lord has given us. 

    HHAnd he understood boundaries, which is very important in these days. 

    JTYes; it is remarkable the place they have in relation to our local meetings. 

    QuesHow do you understand Jephthahs character in this setting, seeing that his brethren would withhold his inheritance from him? 

    JTHe bears the features of Christ, in a sense, in all this, although in a very crude way. He was unfairly treated, being cast out of his fathers house because of his mother. Although he had rights in his fathers house he did not assert them; I think he bears something of the character of a saviour at the outset, but he never seemed to be formed like Othniel and Gideon. We must be prepared to suffer from our brethren, but in doing so we need to be preserved from a hard and wrong spirit. 

    QuesDid he profit by the suffering from his brethren? 

    JTYes, I think he learned something of the way the children of Israel walked, in having to go round in order to avoid conflict. But instead of being like Gideons father, Joash, who rendered thankful testimony (Judges 6: 31), he fled to Tob. He did not gather a valiant people around him. If one is suffering at the hand of his brother, he may gather up substance, spiritually, and be helped in that way. But Jephthah failed there. Still, he could speak of Israel walking, and walking round in order to avoid conflict with brethren. 

    HHDoes the sacrifice of his daughter accentuate the thought of suffering? 

    JTHe committed himself to that, but why should he speak of offering up whatever came to meet him? I think it indicates the character of the man, that there was lack of formation, and yet God used him. We must not be surprised if God takes up unlikely persons in His service. 

    Now we should consider Samson, I think he represents Christ in a distinctive way in the sense of nazariteship. In Samson we are to learn that there is a feminine side; that the servant comes in through nazariteship; not only as expressed in himself, but in the mother  raising the whole question as to how far we learn, through the Spirit of Christ, to refuse what is legitimate in itself in view of devotedness, so that the children are nazarites. A local gathering may be more formed in its subjective or sisterly qualities than in lordship. The name of Samsons mother is not given, but Manoahs name is given several times, I think it is to bring out what may be subjective in a gathering, though leaders may be wanting. Leaders are fully owned; they are not set aside; they are brought into the matter and they are followed, but the Angel appeared to Manoahs wife twice, and not to Manoah except when he was with her. 

    WSSYour reference to the Spirit of Jehovah beginning to move him, might come in here. The footnote states that the word for move is expressive of powerful emotion. 

    JTYes; it foreshadows the Lord Jesus. What powerful and spiritual emotions marked Him, even before He entered on His service! What we are speaking of now is deeper in Samson than in any of the other servants. It is a question of what has been imparted by the mother, and raises the question in our local meetings of what the general state is, and whether there are any leaders. Why did not the Angel come to Manoah? He was the responsible element. He came to Manoahs wife twice, and there is something in that. The general state in the sisters may do more in a meeting than the brothers who take the lead. 

    AHGDoes a right state subjectively lead to the production of leadership ultimately? 

    JTYes; Samson is the product, but the parents go through much; Manoah was brought into the thing. God is not going to set the elders aside, but He will bring them round. Feelings are developed in Samson. Spiritual feelings are needed first, and then action. 

    WSFDoes the path of separation correspond to nazariteship? 

    JTYes, but nazariteship goes deeper, involving the denial of things that are legitimate in themselves. 

    QuesHow do you distinguish between the Midianite element which Gideon faced and the Philistine with which Samson had to do? 

    JTThe Philistine is the big man whom Satan would use. The Philistines had a status in the land and continued until Davids time. Samson did not bring them to an end, but the Spirit began to move him and he began to overcome them. It is the idea of beginning in a right way. Chapters 14 and 15 tell us that the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him three times. He is the only one of whom that is recorded. His history is a remarkable one; there is this remarkable power, a power you do not get in any others. It suggests that young brothers and sisters should begin right. The Spirit of Jehovah began to move him in his own locality. 

    RemTimothy has been mentioned as having spiritual features. Paul had great desire to see him, remembering his tears. 

    JTThat is good. You are directed to the Lord Himself; what feelings, unutterable feelings, must have marked the Lord throughout in what He found here! The gospels give us some instances, but what must have been His deep feelings! The reference to 2 Timothy is good. Timothy is the man for the last days. He was one who cared with genuine feeling how the saints got on. God is bringing this kind of thing to our attention in view of the continuance of the testimony here. Young men should come forward in this way, taking on nazariteship and making way for the Spirit to move them. Romans 8 tells us that the Spirit witnesses with our spirits that we are children of God. He gives us to know what a place we have with God; and He makes intercession for the saints with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

    RemThe Lord, beholding the city, wept over it. 

    JTYes, much could be said on that line. I believe the impression we should get is that there should be deepening feelings as to matters which arise, and then the power coming in, as seen in the slaying of the lion. The lion turns not away for any. The Spirit of Jehovah came upon Samson. And the Philistines, however many, cannot stand before him. Then we are told that he slew more in his death than in his life. It is a question of what one man can do. 

    AHGIs that very much the character of the last days? 

    JTYes; we may say we have not many, but it is what one can do, one who feels things in secret with God  who takes on nazariteship. 

    EJFHow do you apply the fact that he slew more men in his death than in his life? 

    JTIt is all a matter of what one man can do. Samson, in principle, was laying down his life for the brethren. 

    EuRIs it in the light of the universal position? 

    JTYes; he judged Israel. In the face of Philistine opposition he carried on the judgment of Israel. 

    HHWas it an unselfish death, reminding us of the death of Christ? 

    JTYes. 

  
    THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE ARE NOT CARNAL (WJH 18)

    Judges 3: 12-23; Judges 4: 21-24; Judges 7: 15-22

    WJHThe remarkable variety and character of weapons God was pleased to use, as recorded in the book of Judges, affords us great instruction as to how we may meet the activities of various forms of evil that arise when the authority of Christ is not sufficiently recognised. What is indicated in this book is that there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. That condition made way for the activities of various enemies. One has been impressed a little with the weapons that God was pleased to use to defeat them, and that is in mind in suggesting these scriptures. 

    In the first, we have Moab active bringing great pressure and great distress upon the people of God, and God uses Ehud, a left-handed man, who made himself a two-edged sword which he carried on his right thigh under his raiment, as the instrument through which the king of Moab was overthrown. 

    In the second passage, the Canaanite greatly distressed Israel, indeed God sold them into their hands  a remarkable expression  and the instruments used against Sisera are a tent-pin and a hammer. God used a left-handed man in the first and a woman in the second case. 

    In the third scripture, the Midianite long vexed Israel. Gideon is used in this case, a man with a definite sense of his own weakness and a timid man; and the weapons that overthrew Midian were 300 trumpets and empty pitchers with a torch in each pitcher. The power of Midian was broken by the use of these unusual weapons. 

    Later, when the Philistine was in power, God used Samson, and the weapon was a fresh jawbone of an ass, with which a thousand Philistines were slain. 

    These are the thoughts in mind, as perhaps affording an indication to us, at this juncture in this city, how the Lord would deliver us from Moab, who is active now; from the Canaanite, who is also active and from Midian, who is especially active at this time. The Lord would help us to understand what these weapons represent and have us use them; so will these evil influences be overthrown. 

    EEAll these weapons you have drawn our attention to are, in themselves, insignificant and very unpretentious, so there must be something morally great about them, to be used thus. 

    WJHIt is remarkable that the Spirit of God should tell us all this detail as to the weapons used. God has chosen the things which are not, to bring to nought things that are. He chooses to use what is seemingly of little value and insignificant to bring the enemy down. 

    EEIt might be helpful if you just mentioned briefly what these various enemies represent to us  the Moabite, the Canaanite and the Midianite. 

    WJHThe Moabite, I believe, represents the activities of natural relationships intruding themselves into the things of God  going outside the sphere that God has given to them, for God gave certain territory to Moab and Ammon as children of Lot, but they sometimes go out of that and intrude themselves on the territory of Israel, the people of God. That is one great danger and difficulty and we need to learn how to deal with it. 

    The Canaanite stands in Scripture for a merchant, a particularly dangerous foe; to us it may mean we use spiritual things to get a reputation, or to get a place. God will have such dealt with. 

    The Midianite is the man of contention, which his name means. He often joins with Moab in the activities of contention amongst Gods people. We need to learn how he is to be dealt with. 

    The Philistine is the natural mind working on the things of God, instead of learning things in the power of the Holy Spirit, another very great power that rises up in days of weakness. The Philistine has been troubling us in this country for years, especially in some cities. I had not that in mind especially, but feel we are at this moment in this city confronted with Moabite, Canaanite and Midianite influences, and trust the Lord will help us all to secure instruments that will effectively deal with them. 

    HSHPaul says, the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God, 2 Corinthians 10: 4. 

    WJHThat is very helpful. This sword that Ehud had he made for himself, mark that, he had made it for himself, and he saw there were two edges on it. It is the word of God, mighty through God. The tent-pin and the hammer are not carnal weapons, they are mighty through God; the trumpet and the empty pitcher with the torch are not carnal weapons, but mighty through God. 

    BOLIn every instance they considered for God and what was due to Him. 

    WJHQuite so. Each of the leaders used were thinking of God and His people, and His rights among His people. 

    RSDo you think one of the evidences of having the Holy Spirit is that we are able to discern and judge the movements of these principles in ourselves? 

    WJHI do not think any of us would ever judge anything in ourselves but for the presence of the Holy Spirit. He is the power that maintains self-judgment. 

    LFHave you something special in mind in saying that Ehud made the sword for himself? 

    WJHI think the Spirit of God would indicate that having two edges, and having made it, he had first of all in mind to apply it to himself before he applied it to Eglon. He has a word from God to Eglon. He is going to deal with the corrupting influence of natural relationships intruding themselves into the things of God. He will deal with this mercilessly, but before he uses the sword upon Eglon, he is accustomed to the sword himself, affecting his own inward parts. He has it under his raiment on his right thigh. In principle, it operates on himself first. 

    KFWhat is the significance of Ehud being left-handed? 

    WJHI think it would show that God uses what is feeble. A left-handed man is a feeble man, his right hand is bound. Nevertheless he has learned to use this sword and to use it effectively. 

    ACWould you say he held things in an awkward way? 

    WJHQuite so. We all have to admit that many a thing is done awkwardly, but this sword is effective nevertheless, it is the word of God. The sword that God uses is His word, and we have to learn to let this sword operate under our raiment at the place of our own natural strength, so that we do not intrude natural relationships into the circle of Gods people. This is arising in this city, and I beg us all to face it. When a difficulty arises, natural relationships often rally round the person or persons involved; that is Moab, and has to be dealt with by each one of us by the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

    EESLSpeaking of natural relationships, have you in mind something wider than mere natural relationships? 

    WJHIt may include the relationship of master and servant. The children of Lot were bound to the children of Israel by natural ties, and God had given them certain territory. Israel was to hold the plains of Moab for God. In the plains of Moab we hold the relationships of husband and wife, parents and children, master and servant, for God. These relationships are not to be intruded into the spiritual realm when spiritual conflict arises. 

    BWIt was when they cried to Jehovah that He raised them up a saviour. Is that on the line of what you are indicating to us as feeling these things we cry to Jehovah and He will deliver us? 

    WJHYes. 

    DJMDoes Levi hold natural relationships in their right place? 

    WJHYes. I do not think Levi was without natural affections, but when it is a question of what is due to God, he is not governed by his father, or his mother or his brethren; he is governed by the word of God; he has this sword. We ought to face this matter uprightly, or the enemy will get in. We must let the truth of the word of God govern us and not what is natural, or we shall be overthrown and lose our enjoyment of what God has recovered. 

    AEIsaiah 16: 6 says Moab is very proud. Would this come into it? 

    WJHEglon is a very fat man, showing that the Moabite is marked by human greatness, which need to be dealt with. 

    GTIn view of the pride of Moab we should become left-handed in order to meet it, having no confidence in the flesh. 

    WJHVery good. 

    BOLWhat do we learn from the fact that he gathered the children of Ammon and Amalek to help in this matter? 

    WJHAmmon and Moab were both the children of Lot. Other relatives become active at such a time and the flesh is not far away then. Amalek can use Moab and Ammon very effectively and join with them. 

    GCSOne has often wondered why Ehud had his sword on the right thigh. 

    WJHThe right side refers to the place of power and strength. He could not use his right hand; he was tied as to that, but there was his right thigh and he had the sword there, and it is under his raiment; that is to say in secret dealings with God he is judging himself in these matters before he deals with Eglon. 

    LFYou mentioned being before God, that that is the right place to come to to get this judgment on the matter of Moab. 

    WJHHe receives a word from God on the matter. The sword is the word of God. Gods mind as to Moab is that it should have its own territory and not go outside it and intrude in spiritual things. 

    EEThe word of God is... sharper than any two-edged sword, dividing what is natural and spiritual. The Lord in His sovereignty may have made one a little successful in service, but that is not a guard against natural feelings. 

    WJHWe are not speaking at persons, for even Barnabas, a good man and full of the Holy Ghost, was influenced by Mark, who was sisters son to Barnabas. He was diverted from the spiritual conflict, and the testimony, through allowing Mark an undue place instead of the truth. Let us not think we are better than Barnabas. 

    LFDoes this exercise have a peculiar bearing on our outlook in regard to the assembly here, as set over against what is natural? One had in mind the suggestion in the scripture as to the Benjaminite, the thought being carried on in Scripture and fulfilled in Paul, through whom we have the truth of the assembly. 

    WJHQuite so. Paul was a true Benjaminite in that way. He carried the sword under his raiment on his right side and used it when necessary, but on himself first. We need to see that we are all walking in the light of the word of God in this matter. 

    DJMWould you say Joab had not kept the sword under his garment, he let it fall out, with the sad result Amasa was slain? 

    WJHQuite so. If you do not keep it under your raiment, you may use it on one of Gods servants. 

    JSEglon king of Moab is strengthened against Israel. 

    WJHThat is governmental. If we do not judge these principles, God allows us to feel their power till we cry to Him. 

    JSOne of the features of Moab is that he has been at ease. God would use this occasion to make us rise up and deal with them. 

    WJHI am sure He would. 

    SGThis is not just a matter of a moment. It goes back for a long period. 

    WJHMoab has a very long history, right back into the book of Genesis. We are told how he came into existence. 

    HSHI notice that after this conflict there is the longest period of rest that the book of Judges gives  80 years the land has rest  whereas in the next two cases it is 40 years. 

    WJHShowing what a great result there is when we rise above what is natural dominating us in relation to what is for God. 

    Perhaps we should move on now and look at this tent-pin and the hammer of Jael which she uses with great skill and power. 

    The Canaanite is the merchantman. God says, there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts. In the book of Zechariah He deals with this trading in the things of God. In times of weakness, and difficulty this power appears and it is a great power, for there is a king, and there are captains and chariots, but the point before us is what God uses to break Siseras power. That would teach us what He will use now. 

    EESLYou do not mean an ordinary weapon of war? 

    WJHSurely not, but one mighty through God. Jael is in touch with God. She is a stranger, but she has a tent in Israel, and she has a pin to her tent. She does not intend to be dislodged from her part in the territory, though she has only recently come. That is what the pin represents, her great valuation of her place in Israel. 

    EEAs the narrative indicates, there had been a successful conflict beforehand. Would that have a bearing on our exercise in applying this tent-pin? 

    WJHI thought the conflict preceding it reached a crown in this matter. It is interesting to see that in what went before, God used Deborah, another woman, representing what is weak and outwardly insignificant. Deborah directed Barak in the name of the Lord. This all shows that we are in days of great weakness, which we must humbly own indeed, but nevertheless if we value our tent, and the pin that holds our tent in its place, God will use that to bring the merchantman down. 

    CBMCould you tell us how we can traffic with the word of God? Paul repudiated that. He did not traffic in the word of God. 

    WJHWe do not, as the many, make a trade of the word of God, 2 Corinthians 2: 17. He had no thought of using his service, or his place amongst the saints, to accredit himself  indeed, he says in 2 Corinthians 13: 7, that as long as they did what was right, he would be content to be regarded as reprobate. Here is a man who has complete power over the Canaanite. 

    LFIs that a development of the first matter? Does that make way for dealing with this matter, too? 

    WJHI think it is another phase of conflict that comes up in days of weakness  people thinking of their reputations. What is it that hinders many from saying frankly that they are wrong? There are those who do not enjoy the privileges they once had part in for months and years. Why do they not say they are wrong? Is it their reputation that they are not prepared to let go? They lose their tent in Israel because of it. I would urge such to value their tent and get the pin and put it into the temples of such an attitude, using the hammer of the word of God. The hammer is the mind of God applied in this matter. 

    GCSYou were speaking of the pin. Had you in mind in the scripture you quoted just now that God has chosen the weak things to confound what is wise? One was thinking of trouble coming in amongst us. Had you in mind that the tent-pin would suggest what is weak? One was thinking of those who carried the pins of the tabernacle. There was not much to show in carrying them. 

    WJHI feel that some of us are losing our part in Israel because we fear losing our reputation. Let us give that up and deal with such an attitude, using the word of God as the hammer that breaks in pieces. 

    Many a difficulty would be overcome if a brother or sister would be prepared to own they are wrong, but that means they have to let their reputation go, which is in principle judging what the Canaanite represents. 

    GWIn a time of weakness, God would come in, as He did in bringing Sisera into the tent, so that he could be dealt with. 

    WJHShe gave him milk. Typically she was accustomed to the word of God and the mind of God for that man was that he was to die. She applied the pin of her tent and the hammer of the word of God to slay him. 

    BWThere was no compromise with her. She was marked by spirituality. 

    WJHIt says, Blessed above women shall Jael... be, Judges 5: 24. 

    RemIt says, She put her hand to the tent-pin, And her right hand to the workmens hammer. 

    WJHThe right hand is the hand of power, and what she trusts as having power is the word of God. But nevertheless, in conjunction with the workmens hammer, no workman can do any work aright without the word of God, the pin is used as well. I desire that we get hold of that to value our tent-pins. 

    EEI am not aware that there is any description of the material that this tent-pin was made of, but there is an instruction about the pins of the tabernacle, which were made of copper. 

    WJHThose pins that held the tabernacle down are the same idea. We have a tent individually in Israel and the pin that fastens the tent is the instrument that God uses here. 

    HSHWas Naboth a man not prepared to be marked by Canaanitish features? 

    WJHVery good. He valued his tent and place in Israel. He would not be interested in any other part or allotment, not even from a king. He would die rather than lose his tent and his vineyard. This Canaanitish principle will go if we value our place in the inheritance. 

    LFReference has been made to valuing our place in the assembly. Is not one of our difficulties that some do not accept assembly judgments? This line results in losing our privileges. 

    WJHQuite so; whereas honest acknowledgment of being wrong will secure our tent in Israel and secure the Canaanitish overthrow. 

    Perhaps we could now have a word or two about Midian, and the power that overthrew Midian. The word Midian means contention; Midian stands for the activities of contention amongst Gods people. In times of weakness they rise up and they multiply. They came as grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without number, and the result was that all the produce of the land was destroyed. There was no wheat, no barley, no olives, no vines, no pomegranates, no figs and no honey, because the Midianite had got the possession. This power is at our doors in a very real way in this city. It has been judged in one person who led in it, but may the Lord help us to judge it, everyone for ourselves: the activities of contention are very evil in the sight of God. 

    EEThe apostle says, But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God, 1 Corinthians 11: 16. 

    WJHThank God contention was not the custom of the churches of God. What happens where contention exists is that food disappears, joy disappears, unity disappears, the sweetness of spiritual relationships disappears, and the Midianite gets control. The Lord help us to judge and face this Midianitish foe! 

    RSDo you think we are contentious because we are not prepared to leave things entirely in the Lords hand? 

    WJHIt involves a lack of subjection  insubjection leads to contention. There is no king. It is when there is a king that Midian cannot get a footing. 

    ACDo you not think that is really the crux of the whole matter: a lack of subjection to the Lord and to one another? 

    WJHQuite so. Hence the Lord greatly blesses Gideon because he is labouring to preserve food for Gods people against the Midianites. He is a timid man, but God is with those who are seeking to bring in food and are not on lines of contention. 

    There was no king in Israel, but Gideon has in mind that Jehovah should be king. He said, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you, Jehovah will rule over you, showing that he had come to the kingship of God in his soul. 

    EEOne might refer again to Barnabas and Paul. Is it so that if a faithful word from the Lord is brought to bear on one who is erring, if it is not received on the part of the one who errs, contention will result? 

    WJHIndeed, it is remarkable that Moab and Midian often work together. You find in the Old Testament those two powers are often together. Sisters son to Barnabas introduced in relation to spiritual things is Moab, but the contention that follows is Midian. 

    AEAmalek is linked with Midian. 

    WJHHow quickly the flesh appears in time of contention! Other activities of the flesh soon arise when contention exists. 

    BWIs there anything in the incident between Paul and Peter, when Paul withstood him to the face? Then, as Peter judged it, he was able to speak about our beloved brother Paul. 

    WJHWhat appears there was not so much contention, as dissimulation, and Paul names Peter and he names Barnabas. You may say, that is unkind. The divine way is to name the persons responsible. Peter was the first apostle, yet Paul says Peter was to be blamed and that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. That is not to discredit Peter and Barnabas, but to save them, and is an example to us all. 

    JSIs there anything in the thought that he had to throw down the altar that his father had built to Baal? Is Gideon thus clear of Moab as he faces Midian? 

    WJHVery good. He stood against his father in that matter. He judged his father in principle in the matter. There is much instruction in the history of Gideon that we cannot pursue this afternoon, but one would suggest we look at the remarkable instruments that brought Midian down: 300 trumpets, 300 empty pitchers, 300 torches, and God turns the Midianitish army against itself. 

    GTWe should not seek to blow the trumpet without being self-judged. 

    WJHHow can you alarm anyone else if you have not been alarmed yourself? The idea of the trumpet, in this setting, is an alarm. Gideon would bring the trumpets terror into the hearts of the Midianites. But how could you blow such a trumpet if you had not judged contention in yourself? 

    GTHe was not calling attention to himself, having judged himself. 

    WJHQuite so. He says, as I do, you do; he is in keeping with the empty pitcher. He is an empty pitcher, that is, he is free of himself in the matter. 

    JSDWhy do they add to what Gideon said, and say, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon? 

    WJHThey have discovered this is the weapon for the moment. This trumpet, this empty pitcher, this torch  the sword of the Lord and of Gideon. 

    DJMThat the surpassingness of the power may be of God. 

    WJHVery good. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 2 Corinthians 4: 7. Paul was prepared for his vessel to be broken so that the light of the mind of God might shine. 

    HSHMight I refer back to verse 14. They say, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon. Is this not the very weapon you have been speaking of as making way for food amongst the people of God? 

    WJHA cake of barley bread, that is a remarkable instrument. A man who is moving in the power of resurrection will turn the whole of the camp upside down. That is a weapon of the Lord, and so is this trumpet, and this empty vessel, and this torch. 

    RemI wondered if the trumpet calls attention to that character of man. 

    WJHIt brings God in. When the trumpet is blown, God acts. You remember when they went round Jericho, each day the seven priests blew with the trumpets, and the last day the people shouted and they blew with the trumpets, and that was the beginning of the end, it brought God into the matter. 

    KFIt is a wonderful thing that Gideon was able to draw attention to himself, he must have been self-judged. 

    WJHThe Lord would help us in our exercises, that we might be self-judged, that the light of God might be there. 

    GCSWould that not come out in a marked way with Abram and Lot? Let there be no contention, Abram said. 

    WJHIt was not his custom to contend. 

    BWGideon had selected these men. As we are moving with God in this matter, He selects us for service. 

    WJHThat is a very testing matter; these 300 have learned to use the mercies of God and pass on, not being controlled by them. In times of difficulty such are the men God will use. All the others are sent back. It is a very important matter that we learn how to lap the water thankfully, but not be detained by it. Those who kneeled down to drink it were sent home. The nearer we draw to the end of this dispensation, the more we will need to lap the water. 

    RemDoes leadership come into this? Gideon says, As I do, so shall ye do. The apostle Paul says, Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ. 

    WJHQuite so. He speaks of himself as a model. This is a model for us that we be able to bring God into the situation, that we have our vessels empty and the light of God shines as we accept the breaking of the vessel. Paul accepted the breaking up of the vessel so that the light might be clearer. 

    EEI think that is excellent. It seems to be exactly how the apostle Paul conducted himself, when in Corinth, 

    and also when he wrote to them. 

    WJHHow completely he was an empty vessel and then a broken one! Think of the list of his sufferings as in 2 Corinthians 11, he says, I speak as a fool, but it all discloses what he was prepared to suffer as to the earthen vessel, so that the light of God might shine. 

    These three hundred were all of one mind, and God acts. He turns the contentious persons on each other. They slay one another. 

    EESLIs it significant that in the case of Barnabas the contention which arose between him and Paul, which was very sharp, was followed by Barnabas going back to Cyprus, his own country? He apparently falls out of the testimony and is active in his own interests. 

    WJHI feel that is most solemn, for I am sure we all love the word that Barnabas was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost. We will never forget Barnabas labours, but he was diverted from the testimony by allowing the influence of his sisters son to take precedence over the word of God and the path of the testimony. That ought to be a warning to every brother and sister present. 

    LFYou cannot get contention from an empty broken vessel. 

    WJHWhat an opposite to contention, an empty vessel, accepting being broken; there is also the light, which is again the word. It is instructive that the word runs through these passages. The sword, which is the word; the hammer, which is the word; and the light, which is the word; and the jawbone is the power to assimilate the word, a fresh jawbone, a fresh enjoyment of the word of God will overthrow heaps upon heaps of Philistines. 

    SGWhere contention is apparent, food goes and joy goes. 

    WJHI think that is a matter we should consider very feelingly. When the Midianites came in, they destroyed the produce of the land of Canaan. The land of Canaan produces wheat, that is Christ as He is in relation to the purpose of God; it produces barley, that is Christ in resurrection; it produces olives so that there is spirituality; it produces vines so that there is heavenly joy; it produces pomegranates so that there is true unity amongst the saints; it produces honey, the sweetest thing known to the heart; but the Midianite destroys them all. 

    BOLGideon greatly treasured what the land produced and he considered for Jehovah in the first place. Then in this chapter he has the consciousness, through the dream and interpretation, that Jehovah is going to consider for him. He has considered for Jehovah and now, going forth to the battle, he has the full assurance that God is with him. 

    EEWould you support the thought that we see it fully in the second epistle to Timothy, and yet there is a timid brother there? 

    WJHI think it ought to encourage everyone who feels unequal to facing such a situation that the Lord would support us with the sense that He is with us, and Gideon follows that line until he is this empty vessel. 

    DJMThese three conflicts are all completed matters. 

    WJHThat is important. They are all finished. There will be another one from another angle, and the Lord will use someone entirely different. He uses men from quite a number of tribes. You never know where the Lord will take up one, but each of these matters is gone through and finished. 

    DJMThe matter with Moab did not stop at the king, there were the 10,000 men, and with Deborah they went after Sisera though the army had been destroyed. The Lord would speak to us not to leave matters unfinished. 

    WJHWhat you say should help us to be with those who are seeking to finish matters. 

    The princes of Succoth would be neutral, till the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna were in the hand of Gideon. Often persons wait, till they see how things will go, before they are prepared to support what is right. 
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    JUDGES 4 (CAC 6)

    Judges 4

    There are very interesting features from a spiritual point of view in this chapter and the next. We see quite new unfoldings and modes of divine activity. We have always to be prepared for that; God does not repeat Himself. This time it is the king of Canaan who oppresses the people. We have had Mesopotamia, Moab, and the Philistine; now it is Canaan. 

    Canaan means low-land; another interpretation is trader. It seems to suggest the minding of earthly things, seeking ones own interests; that is a terrible oppression to fall under. To be minding earthly things and seeking our own things is a coming down altogether from the elevation proper to the calling of God, and it is a formidable power. Sisera had nine hundred chariots of iron. There is no greater snare or scourge among the people of God than that. 

    God meets this condition by the introduction of a new element  He introduces a prophetess. We see now prophetic light breaking in, and, if God gives prophetic light, it has a very far-reaching bearing. The song of Deborah goes right on to the finish of all fighting; it looks on to a time when all the enemies of Jehovah perish and when the way each has behaved in conflict can be reviewed. Some have been valiant, some slack and careless. The next chapter is like the judgment-seat. When prophetic light comes in, it always involves the finish of Gods ways  God having the last word. The idea of prophecy is God having the last word, evil and good being consigned to their places. We are in conflict today, with prophetic light that the way we behave is going to be reviewed. God will take account of all we do while the battle is going on. 

    Sisera represents the leader of the world power that is opposed to the pleasure of God in His people. All that power is going to be overthrown, but the battle is going on, and each one of us has a responsibility, and the question is, How are we behaving ourselves in the battle? Are we maintaining our heavenly character, our associations, and our spirits in the light of the prophetic word? Then we have Deborah. A woman in Scripture presents state, and we see in Deborah a state characterised and governed by the mind of God. She is an overcomer, because she dwelt under her palm tree, which means victory. She lived between Ramah and Bethel, the high places and the house of God. Ramah answers to Ephesians, and Bethel, the house of God, is the place on earth where we have access to what is heavenly  the gate of heaven. 

    If we accept the prophetic word, and are found in a state which is governed by the prophetic word, we shall be in superiority to the Canaanites. Canaan lives on low ground, and the conflict is always between low ground and high ground. We might be taken up with religious things on earth. Paul speaks of many who mind earthly things in contrast to those who have their citizenship in heaven. The Canaanite typifies those who mind earthly things, seeking their own advantage. Paul speaks, too, in the end of Romans, of those who cause division, and says a hard thing of them: such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly. There is some selfish object which governs them. If they were governed by the Lord Jesus Christ, they would never cause division among the brethren. If my god is my belly, I am on a very low ground  and Canaan is low ground. If people fall under that, it is a scourge. 

    The Spirit of God says that Deborah was the wife of Lapidoth, suggesting that she recognised headship. Any vessel raised up of God would recognise divine order. God could not raise up a prophetess to traverse His own order. If the Lord gives prominence to a woman, she will be prominent in a way suitable to the position, and will recognise headship. 

    There is such a thing as being governed by the influences of heaven. It is said, From heaven was the fight; that is a very remarkable word in the next chapter. If the fight is from heaven, everything connected with it must be of a heavenly character. The stars from their courses fought with Sisera. We must be governed by divine principles, and be in the power of what is heavenly, and live where Deborah lived. The mother is greater than the soldier. That is an important principle  the mother in Israel and leadership amongst the people of God is dependent on that. There was no leadership until Deborah arose, a mother in Israel. We see in Deborah a state governed by the mind of God, and maternal qualities along with it, signifying that she is able to foster and cherish that kind of thing in Israel. The mother is greater than the soldier; state is more important than action. It would not have been suitable for her to lead the battle, and she keeps her place. 

    Jerusalem above is our mother, and there is power to overcome the Canaanitish influence. The things of earth are morally base and low, but if we have a mother shedding the influences of heaven on our spirits, what an impulse it gives! 

    The next chapter is like the judgment seat of Christ. When all is over, the question is, How did you behave? Did you come back like Zebulon? Or hang back like Meroz? The next chapter is a grand review. The prophetic word carries to the finish of Gods ways. If you learn the spiritual state represented in Deborah, the state governed by the mind of God, there is room for God to move by whom He will. He selects Barak and Naphtali and Zebulon as the kind of instruments He will use. If we want to be delivered from what is of earth, we must be prepared for deliverance in Gods way. We have to recognise sovereignty. Barak is mentioned, because he is the one who led Israel to victory. It was weakness on his part that he would not go without Deborah, and so he lost some of the honour. The word of Jehovah should have been enough. There was an element of weakness, along with his faith which is mentioned in Hebrews. He lost some of his glory, some of the honour God would have put on him. Often in the battles of Jehovah we are made conscious of our weakness, and it is a very happy thing if we do not exhibit it publicly. If I was rightly exercised about my weakness, I should have a deep sense of it before God in secret, but should not exhibit it publicly. 

    The weapons of our warfare are spiritual, not carnal. God uses His own instruments, weak in the eyes of men, but strong to the pulling down of strongholds. This book is remarkable for that; an ox-goad, a tent-pin, a jawbone of an ass, show that God is pleased to use things that man would think of no adequacy at all, but would seem ridiculous and unsuitable. God can use anything and make anything effectual, if faithfulness is behind it. The iron chariots show the formidable character and strength of what is on a low level  Canaanitish. You find that Barak is told to go to Mount Tabor, and he goes to Kedesh. That is, there is the thought of elevation in connection with the position. Tabor means mountain height and Kedesh means holy. That is the position to take up. If we get there, the hostile power only comes up to be destroyed. Ten thousand men are not much before a great army, but Jehovah went out before them, and the army of Sisera fell. Not one was left. In verse 24 we read: The hand of the children of Israel ever advanced, and prevailed against Jabin, king of Canaan, until they had cut off Jabin, king of Canaan. It looks on prophetically to the complete destruction of every power hostile to the thoughts of Jehovah for His people. If we get a prophetic word from God and have the state governed by it, we are well assured of Gods ultimate victory. It is most important that there should be this state in correspondence with the prophetic word. That is the importance of God giving a prophetess, emphasising the importance of state. The vessel is to be in a state corresponding with the light that is from God, and there is no getting over a spiritual state governed by God. 

    Then there is this remarkable incident of Jael at the end of the chapter. Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite, and her husband had made a move of separation. They had separated from those mentioned in chapter 1, verse 16, who had gone up out of the city of palm-trees with the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which is in the south of Arad, and they went and dwelt with the people. There seems to have been an exercise to be in definite separation. So Heber leaves those mixed up with the people, and takes a more definite place of separation, and is a tent-dweller. There was a spiritual history behind Jaels act. There was a measure of separation; still, there is peace between Heber and Sisera. There is another link to be separated; Jael had another step to take. Souls often move in a measure of separation, and sometimes they settle down, and stop and think they have come into separation, and perhaps there are some other links; they are going on in a peaceful and friendly way with something hostile to God. Jael took up this exercise; the point came when she felt nothing would do but uncompromising fidelity to Jehovah. There must be unsparing destruction of anything hostile to Jehovah. Sisera was an enemy to Jehovah, and so he must be killed. Jael represents the unsparing faithfulness to God that even a woman can be characterised by in her own sphere. Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed among women in the tent! She is in the tent; she acts in fidelity. The elder, John, writes to the elect lady, and admonishes her to be faithful in the tent. She is not even to give a man a salutation if he is not bringing the doctrine of Christ. There is to be no compromise. Sisera represented to Jael the whole power hostile to the people of God, and she acts towards him with unsparing decision. One might think that it was not a womanly act but it is an act God recognised as one which caused her to be blessed among women. 

    Jael pierced Siseras temples, suggesting the destruction of the whole mind of man. We have to destroy it in ourselves; Sisera is in ourselves. There is the constant presence of the power that would lead us to take low ground, causing us to serve ourselves, our own bellies. If we get to bottom, it is self, and that has to be killed; drive the tent-pin into that and kill it. It would typify every act of faithfulness done by a sister; for example, a man comes to the door who does not bring the doctrine of Christ, and she will not let him in or say good-morning; thus she secures victory for all the people of God. It is possible for a sister to destroy morally within her own sphere all that will be destroyed from the presence of the Lord when He comes. She can destroy every influence, every power that will be destroyed at the coming of the Lord. 

  
    VICTORY (JT 15)

    1 Corinthians 15: 57; 1 John 5: 4,5; Habakkuk 3: 17 - 19; Judges 4: 4 - 6

    I have before me, dear brethren, to speak about victory, and you will observe in the first passage read that God gives it to us, the us obviously having reference to those having faith, for spiritual things are given only to such. God is bountiful in material things and provides for all, even although there may not be faith, for He has never left Himself without witness among men, giving rain, as we are told, and fruitful seasons, filling mens hearts with food and gladness. Indeed, as the passage goes on to say: In him, we (meaning all mankind) live, and move, and have our being, Acts 17: 28. But when it comes to spiritual things the dispensation of God is said to be in faith. The gospel is addressed to those who have faith, and it is said, on the principle of faith to faith; it is an administration. The Lord Jesus Christ, ere going up to heaven, after He rose from the dead, moved in and out amongst His people for forty days, and in that way would impress them with what is spiritual, so that on going on high, being made both Lord and Christ, He administered what was spiritual. And so Peter says, referring to the gift of the Spirit which was there to be observed: Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear, Acts 2: 33. But He shed Him forth upon those who had faith. He, as shed forth thus, was available to man, but only on the principle of faith. So that what God gives spiritually, as I said, has reference to those who have faith, and when the apostle here says: Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, 1 Corinthians 15:57, the us refers to those who have faith. As having faith we believe what is presented to us on the principle of faith. And so, in this chapter, the apostle says at the outset that the gospel which he preached to the Corinthians was that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. 1 Corinthians 15:4. These facts were presented to them on the principle of faith, and having received them (if they did, indeed) they came within the us, to whom God is pleased to give the victory. And, I may add, so that there may be no misunderstanding as to what this victory implies, that it does not refer to any material success or prosperity in this world. It refers to what the chapter speaks of; it refers to resurrection, and you will observe that he does not say: He shall give it to us, but He giveth us the victory. 1 Corinthians 15:57. In other words it is a present thing, which God intends should be by faith in the possession of our souls; He gives it to us, and He gives it to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Now, the Lord, as risen, remained with His own forty days before He ascended, and, as you will remember, He appeared, according to this chapter, on six different occasions; and I submit to you that on each of these occasions there would be conveyed the sense of victory. First, He appeared to Cephas. In the gospel of Luke we are told He appeared to Simon, doubtless to reassure the heart of His erring disciple, but the Spirit of God has not that in view in this passage, and so He mentions Simons spiritual name. We have to understand what it is, beloved, to have spiritual names, because it is first that which is natural and afterwards that which is spiritual. We have to understand how we come under the eye of the Lord, the last Adam who is a quickening Spirit. If He has to do with us He quickens us; He quickens us in relation to His own perfect wisdom as to the place we are to occupy in that spiritual world which He came to effectuate. So that Simon is referred to here according to his spiritual name. The last quickening involves certain traits which no one else has. Each one differs, as this passage tells us: star differs from star in glory. 1 Corinthians 15:41. Each one has his own living characteristics, spiritual characteristics, and, as all come under the eye of the last Adam, He sees these and names the person accordingly. We shall all appear, therefore, in the spiritual realm according to the names which the last Adam confers. And so, as He appears to Cephas, there would be in the heart of Cephas a sense of victory. He would be stimulated in the sense of victory as to what he was and the place he was to occupy in the divine structure for his name signifies a stone. 

    And then He appears to the twelve, for they were to administer. There was to be here an administrative company appointed by the Lord, and they had been appointed, and as appointed He appears to them. The appearance would convey to them a sense of victory, for the One whom they were to represent in their administration was Himself supremely victorious; He was out of death. Their administration should be not of material things, but spiritual things, and they would be impressed by the appearance of Christ to them as the twelve, with the sense of victory that they had to do with a spiritual Person, One who had been into death, and was now out of it. They would be impressed with victory, and would carry on the administration in the sense of victory; they would be above the least taint of corruption. We know how administrators after the flesh are exposed to corruption, but these would be set up in their souls in complete superiority in the sense of victory that the Lord Jesus Christ would accord to them as appearing to them. 

    Then it is said that He appeared to the five hundred brethren at once and here again there would be the conveyance to their souls of victory, for how should we maintain the truth involved in the term brethren, except as in victory? We should soon drop to the level of current religion around us unless we are in the sense of victory. It was as risen from the dead that the Lord Jesus Christ sent the message to His brethren. He says: Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father, and to my God, and your God, John 20:17. I ascend He says, and how that would elevate their hearts far above this world, and the earth, and even the garden in which Magdalene had met Him. They were to be linked up with Him as ascended into heaven. He came in afterwards  on what particular date I cannot tell  but there were five hundred of them together at the one time  a remarkable occasion  and He appeared to them. Some of them, says the apostle, remained until that day. How those who remained, as moving about among the later converts would convey to those converts the dignity of brethren! The term has been dragged down in our own times to the current religions in the world, brethren being classified among all the religions of town or country; but it was never so intended. The Lords thought was that it should be elevated  that we should remain in obscurity outside the range of mans cognisance. And so, these five hundred, as they moved about among the later converts, would impress upon them the spiritual dignity involved in the term brethren. 

    And then He appeared to James, it says. We have in one instance His appearing to five hundred at once, and then again to one man. He would convey to James the sense of victory. Like some of Davids mighty men of old, he, doubtless, had to confront many at one time, but God would give him the victory. I have no doubt that we should read the history of Davids men in the light of this, for, as the Lord would appear to an individual, He would convey to him that one man could chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight as Samson says: With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men, Judges 15:16. A man who has had an appearing from the Lord is fortified in his soul with a sense of victory. It was not for Himself alone that He won the victory; that victory is to pervade every one of us! We are to be set up here in the sense of it. 

    Then He appeared to all the apostles, as if to suggest to us that, if the authority of the Lord be called to question  as alas, it is  the sense of victory which He conveys to those who represent Him in the world enables them to maintain it. To put it in simple language: He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them he it is that loveth me, John 14: 21. You maintain the will of God in your own path, and, as far as you can, in the meeting in which you are, at all costs. Not one iota of divine authority must be surrendered. His appearing to all the apostles has relation to His authority. They represented Him. His presence would impress them in this connection. They would be reminded of the spirit in which His authority should he maintained Paul said He appeared unto all these; then he adds: And last of all he was seen of me, 1 Corinthians 15:8, as one, we may say, who was intended to be a personal representative of His in this world; one who loved the Lord in a peculiar way. He says: He loved me, and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20. Paul loved the assembly, too, as he says: I will fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his bodys sake, which is the assembly, Colossians 1: 24. How the beloved apostle Paul would be impressed with the victory of Christ as He appeared to him! 

    Well now, having said so much, I turn to the passage in Johns epistle, because it shows you how we come into this. First he says: All that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world 1 John 5:4  nothing else! You may study the Scriptures, and the writings that bear on the Scriptures, and acquire knowledge and ability to speak, but all these suffice not for the victory over the world. It is all that is begotten of God that gets the victory. And then again, he says: This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, even our faith. 1 John 5:4. This is not only faith in your soul; it includes, I think, the system of truth unfolded in the Lord Jesus Christ  the whole of it  our faith. On every hand the truth is being given up and abandoned; who are abandoning it? Those who are not born of God, for those who are born of God get the victory, and they hold the truth. Later on we are told the Spirit is the truth. Christ is the truth  I am the way, the truth, and the life. John 14:6. That is objective. He presents the whole truth of God objectively, but in the epistle the Spirit is the truth, suggesting that the Holy Spirit down here, in the believers, maintains the truth in complete correspondence with Christ in heaven; an immense thought! Can it ever fall to the ground? Never! This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith. 1 John 5:4. It was held in the souls of believers. The truth was never intended to be maintained by catechism or articles of religion. That cannot be called faith. The word suggests that things were held livingly in mens souls, and by the Spirit the truth was held in all its parts, as John wrote. And it was supremely above the world; it brought down the world, as at Ephesus the books were burned. 

    I wish to convey to the young ones here what an immense thing we have, as we lay hold of the truth by the Spirit. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:5. I have already anticipated this: Our faith involves every Christian  the unity of the faith  and wherever it is held in faith  that is, livingly, in a mans soul  there is victory. But then there is the individual thought: Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:5. The word, overcometh here is victory: he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God has it. 

    I commend, dear brethren, the importance of believing that Jesus is the Son of God. John presents Him in his gospel, and Paul preached Him as the Son of God. According to the Scriptures Paul was the first to preach that Jesus was the Son of God; you can understand it, for he had already the appearing. Last of all he appeared to me, 1 Corinthians 15:8, Paul said. God, he says, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, Galatians 1:16. And so the preaching that has come to us Gentiles is that: the preaching of the Son of God. 

    As it is individual here one would raise the question with everyone present  the question the Lord raised with the man that had been blind: Dost thou believe on the Son of God? John 9:35. You see, John contemplates in his gospel that there are believers, and believers. He contemplates that many should come under the head of believers, or disciples, and yet not be believers in the Son of God. Indeed, the man in the 9th chapter of John had already been a believer. He had witnessed for Christ, and, on account of his witness, had been cast out of the synagogue, and yet the Lord raises the question: Dost thou believe on the Son of God? John 9:35. You see there is a point we have to reach experimentally, when we believe on the Son of God. And so the man says to the Lord: Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? John 9:36. The Lord replies: Thou hast both seen him and it is he that talketh with thee, John 9:37, and he says: Lord, I believe. John 9:38. He is already outside the world, cast out; but I doubt that he had yet overcome it. The religious world had taken the initiative, and cast him out, but he would meet the world in other forms later, and he needed preparation for this. So the Lord finds him, and he believes on the Son of God. What does that mean?  another world; the light of the Son of God in another world gives me the victory over the present one. So, I would say to the young ones here, to consider what you have come into as having believed on Christ. It means another world: a world the Son of God has set up, and you have part in it; it is all before you. He says: Me and thee, and He would convey to your soul that it is just Himself and yourself; that is, He links you up with Himself, and you are His for ever. And the world? You disdain it! What has it got for you? Nothing! Paul said the world was crucified unto him, and he unto the world. He says: God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world, Galatians 6:14. 

    Now, I just wanted to point out in the two passages I read in the Old Testament how that the Old Testament confirms, and, indeed, enlarges on the New. It gives us illustrations, and so, in Habakkuk, you have a victor. If you go through his prophecy, you will see, at one time he was very despondent; things were not going well, and he is an example of most of us. We all have our despondent tines, up to a point. I often think that the journey of young Christians is, so to speak, undulating  up and down  and so it was with Habakkuk, until he arrived at the apprehension of what he speaks of: high places. He begins with variable notes, but he ends with a stringed instrument; I think it is the 15th of 1st Corinthians. The choir, I think, is in view of these chapters, beginning with the 10th, and when you come to the great truth of resurrection the strings are tightened up, the flesh is disallowed, and you apprehend the Man out of death; you are in victory. And so Habakkuk says: To the chief musician on my stringed instruments. Habakkuk 3:19. Whatever happened to the vines or to the figs, or to the herds, or to the flocks, affected him not now. His business affairs might go against him, his family affairs, or what not, but now he would rejoice  I will rejoice in the Lord; I will joy in the God of my salvation. Habakkuk 3:18. What is proposed in the gospel is outside of all these material things, and, as apprehended, makes you independent of them. Not that you do not feel things, but you are not dragged down by them; you walk in your high places. You see it is when God gives you the victory, and you are in it consciously, that the high places are yours. The Lord Jesus walked on the high places for forty days before He ascended so that His own might see what victory He had gained. The world saw Him not  it was outside of this world  but His disciples saw Him; He showed Himself unto them alive. He walked on His high places, but now the believer walks on his. He walks independently of adverse circumstances, as in the light of victory, in the light of Christ risen from the dead. God gives you hinds feet; you are above the pressure of this world, and you walk on the high places, and God gets His portion from you. I would that every one of us could use this possessive case, as indicating that we have entered on the high places trodden by the Lord Jesus Christ during those forty days. As the Lord took Peter by the hand, so He would take every one of us, so that we might walk with him on our high places. 

    In Deborah there is an instance of one who has the victory in its bearing on the testimony here, because, after all, that is what God has in view in leaving us down here. He could easily take us to heaven, but His thought is to set us up in complete independence of this world on our high places, so that we might be here in superiority to the world, and to present the gospel, the testimony, to it. It is only as in the good of the thing that I can commend it to others; it is not a system of doctrines or articles; it is a thing I have got. I am walking on my high places, and can impress others that the thing is worth having. 

    Well, now, Deborah judged Israel in those days, and they were dark days. She says: The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I, Deborah, arose, Judges 5: 6,7. But how did she arise? She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah, between Ramah and Beth-el, in Mount Ephraim. Judges 4:5. You see, she had a palm tree  the palm tree of Deborah  it was hers, the token of personal victory. How can I be a judge of any, unless I am personally victorious? How can I influence others aright, unless I am spiritually victorious? Deborah was victorious, as she dwelt under her own palm tree. As the Israelites came to her for judgment, they would be impressed with that well-known symbol of victory. They did not need to carry a bribe with them to obtain her favour, as she needed no bribe; you could not corrupt her, for she was beyond it. She dwelt under her own palm tree, between Ramah and Beth-el. You see, she is in good surroundings, with her own palm tree over her. And so any one of us, who is in these circumstances, can influence the people of God aright. 

    They come up to Deborah for judgment. And so one who is personally victorious is sure to have a place among the people of God. They respect you, and come to you. What an advantage to come to one who is personally victorious What an advantage to the saints to have one who lives near to God, and to whom they can come for advice! It is on this ground that eldership stands. How can one rule in the house of God unless he rules himself and his own house? As he rules himself and his own house, he is sitting under the palm tree of spiritual victory; he is beyond personal considerations, and is thinking of the welfare of the saints  only that  and the saints know it, and they come to him. 

    So they come to Deborah, and she sends for Barak, and says: Hath not Jehovah commanded? Judges 4:6. I only want to say that you see that one who is personally victorious is now concerned about the will of God, It is not a question of my will, or my judgment, although the saints respect it, as they did Deborahs, but her word to Barak was this: Hath not Jehovah commanded? Judges 4:6. Victory in this sense is always marked by respect for the Lords commandments, and that is what an elder would insist on, and what is of most importance to be insisted upon; for, everywhere, men are asserting their own wills, whereas, one that is victorious spiritually considers for God. As the Lord said: He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, John 14: 21. And again: Hereby know we that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments, 1 John 5: 2. The truly victorious person insists on the Lords commandments. 

    Well, dear brethren, that is what I had on my mind tonight, and I hope the Lord will bring the thought home to each of us. He intends that we should each be in victory, as otherwise we shall not be available in the testimony. 

    I believe He is giving victory; I believe that God is graciously giving victory to the assembly, maybe in a small way outwardly, but, nevertheless, really, as in the case of Samson. There was not very much to honour Samson in his death, but he slew more in his death than in his life. He had his greatest victory in the end; what was the secret of it? His hair had begun to grow; it had been shaven, but now there was evidence of life  thus the victory at the end. 

  
    THE WARS OF THE LORD (8) (JT 17)

    Judges 4:1 - 9; Judges 7:19 - 23; Judges 11:32,33; Judges 15:9 - 17

    JTAttention was called at our last reading to the wars of Canaan. In those wars we deal with spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies. They are alluded to in the book of Judges, and it is said that certain had not known them. The general character of the wars of this book relates to Canaan, but in the case of Jephthah we are taken back to the wilderness side of the Jordan, pointing to retrogression in the history of the assembly. The great conflict in the fifteenth century was of this character. It did not go beyond the epistle to the Romans; but it reasserted generally the truth of the gospel. The book of Judges contemplates us nominally in the heavenly position, and therefore the wars recorded are the wars of Canaan. 

    WB-wSo in chapter 4 Jabin is said to be king of Canaan. 

    JTYes, a Canaanitish enemy; a revival of a great power that had been overthrown by Joshua, showing that the conquest of Joshua was not maintained, otherwise Hazor would not have recovered power. It was destroyed, we are told in Joshua 11, when other cities were not; it was singled out and was burnt, and yet it is in full power here with nine hundred chariots of iron. So that it points to failure in holding the advantage that God gave under Joshua. 

    AFMIn Ephesians 6:13 it says, and, having accomplished all things, to stand. Here it was failure in standing. 

    JTI thought that; Hazor having been burnt, had Israel been faithful it would never have recovered itself. I suppose the allusion is to the history of the assembly, as seen in the Romish system in an ecclesiastical way. It had been overthrown politically, but it has been set up ecclesiastically; that is doubtless what we have in this chapter. 

    CBWould that warn us, so as not to allow those things that had been destroyed? 

    JTWell, Hazor had been destroyed and was rebuilt. The king of Hazor, according to Joshua 11, was the head of all those countries, corresponding with the position that imperial Rome had, but it was destroyed in the sense of its having been overthrown in the hearts of the saints at the beginning by apostolic testimony; later it became restored in an ecclesiastical way, assuming headship in Christendom. 

    CAMIts revival in Christendom, would you say, serves an extended purpose in teaching war to those who had not known the wars of Canaan? 

    JTI suppose it has been the stronghold of the enemys power ecclesiastically from its inception. Paul says, For the mystery of lawlessness already works, (2 Thessalonians 2:7). 

    CAMYou mean the Romish system. 

    JTYes, it is the centre, you might say, of ecclesiastical opposition to the truth from its inception. 

    WB-wWas there political opposition at the beginning, and since then is the opposition more ecclesiastical? 

    JTYes. The Lord Himself and the apostles suffered at Romes hands, but nevertheless it could be said that the apostles had turned the world upside down. They did not do it outwardly, but it was done in the hearts of the saints. The principles of Rome were overthrown in the heart of whoever accepted the heavenly testimony of Paul, that our citizenship is in heaven. But Christianity is falsified, by having been brought down to an earthly position, and this has given Rome its recovered place. 

    APIs there a similarity between the rebuilding of Jericho and the rebuilding of Hazor? 

    JTI think there is. Typically it has become the curse of Christendom ever since, and inasmuch as this system exists in this way, we have therefore to consider how it is to be met, and what are the conditions in the saints of God by which it is to be met. That, I think, should be before us in considering Deborah and Barak. What comes out in the song of triumph in chapter 5 is the great feeling with which the saints as a whole are viewed as to their faithfulness or unfaithfulness; and the lovers of God are mentioned there for the first time, which, I think, is very suggestive as coming down to our own times. Today the test is as to whether we love God. Those who do will shine as the sun in his power. 

    AFMWhat is the key to the recovery of what has been lost here? 

    JTWell, there is the first solemn fact that the people were sold. Jehovah sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan meaning, I suppose, that He allowed Jabin to acquire an ownership of Israel, a thing which Rome has never failed to assert. The oppression was long, he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and he mightily oppressed the children of Israel twenty years. This humbling situation was met by Deborah, whose state and position qualified her for such service. She is called a prophetess, literally, as the margin says, a woman prophetess. Jezebel later claimed to be a prophetess, but here we have the true idea of a prophetess; Deborah is the wife of a man whose name signifies light, but the Romish system suggests darkness. Babylon says, I sit a queen, and I am not a widow, (Revelation 18:7). She anticipates no sorrow, but is independent and imperial in her attitude and is assertive of her rights. Deborah stands in contrast with this; she is the wife of Lapidoth, and she dwelt under her own palm-tree. She had acquired moral power, for the people came to her for judgment. 

    JSIt says that she dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah. 

    JTYes, that would mean, I suppose, that she was in victory over herself, and so ruled her own spirit. 

    ARSShe was also a mother in Israel, (Judges 5:7). 

    CAMThe word sold seems to be a remarkable characteristic of Rome, who traffics even in the souls of men. 

    JTThe principle of selling is alluded to several times earlier in this book. God says, as it were, I gain nothing by the sale. It is to bring into evidence Gods governmental ways; He allowed another to assert a right over His people. 

    APPaul speaks of being sold under sin. 

    JTWhich shows that the thing has acquired a right; not that it is right morally, but it is viewed in that way; hence the need of redemption. 

    APIs not selling oneself displacing the right of the owner? 

    JTThat is the way it works. There are those who deny the Master that bought them; (2 Peter 2:1). 

    CBIs the thought suggested here that a spiritual person like Deborah is able to help us? 

    JTExactly. She represents true formation and is right in every relation; she also has her own palm-tree. 

    AFMWould the result of what is seen in her be that she was able to say to Barak, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? 

    JTThat is one of the features here; that as loving God, you keep His commandments. She is the first to assert the idea of commandment in the book, corresponding in that way with our own times; it was the only way to overthrow Hazor and Jabin  the commandments of God being kept by those who love Him. 

    GMcPIs there anything in the fact that she judged Israel at that time? 

    JTIt shows what a great person she was morally, being able to judge Israel in such an oppression. 

    RALWhy is she not mentioned in Hebrews 11 with Barak? 

    JTI think, to maintain the order of God, Barak was really the leader. She says to Barak, I will by all means go with thee ... upon the way which thou goest; the way in her mind was his way, she accorded it to him as man: the way which thou goest, as much as to say, the way is yours and you are going in it, but it will not be to your honour that I come into it. 

    CAMAs I understand, the feminine element is prominent because of the matter of commandment and because of the love side. 

    JTThat is right. It is to bring out that side. The Lord says, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me, (John 14:21). Deborah says, Hath not Jehovah ... commanded? She is helping Barak in that way. She is calling attention to the commandment. 

    APDoes her word to Barak have any relation to prophetic ministry today? It met a difficult situation. 

    JTIt was prophetic ministry. In Gideons time we have an unnamed prophet, but the prophetic ministry was there, and that should encourage us as to our meetings for ministry  that God gives us prophetic words that help us in our judgments of matters continually arising, because the great need amongst us is of right principles in our judgments and decisions, so as not to allow personal feeling or consideration of persons before principles. Principles come first. 

    ABPThe implements that Jael used were a tent-pin and a workmans hammer. Is there something suggestive in that for today? 

    JTThat brings up the whole question of implements of war in this book. Paul says, For the arms of our warfare are not fleshly (2 Corinthians 10:4); it is very instructive to go through this book and to consider the weapons employed, because they are spiritual; they are not carnal, and so we have first of all, Ehud with a sword with two edges, of a cubit length, as we had earlier; then we have the ox-goad of Shamgar; then we have here a tent-pin and a workmans hammer; then we have in Gideon empty pitchers, torches, and trumpets; and then last, Samsons weapon, a fresh jawbone of an ass. Each of these weapons would be worth considering as suggestive of a certain feature of the truth. The sword with two edges is very remarkable, and it was of a cubit length. It is the word of God working both ways and it measured a cubits length  made carefully for a definite purpose. And then the ox-goad, referring to experience in harness with another brother, or with brothers; then the tent-pin here and the hammer  all very humble things  a workmans hammer and a tent-pin do not suggest what is carefully prepared. It was just an everyday matter  they were common things in the tent, the religious leaders of the time would disregard and ridicule them; but they are what the Lord shows He can use effectively. And then the fresh jawbone of the ass, which is most interesting; it is used while fresh, and when used cast away. That is the last of war implements that we get in this book. 

    ABPWhen David attacked Goliath he refused to put on the armour of a fighter; he used what he had proved, namely, the sling and stone. 

    JTThat is a further thought, perhaps more advanced than any of the former instances cited from Judges. David had reserves with him. He used only one stone, although he had five. 

    QuesWhat is the spiritual significance of Deborah being used as a judge at that time? 

    JTIt is to bring out the formative side, involving the maternal, for she was a mother in Israel; and yet the order of God in leadership is maintained. She is a great example of a sister who, however much advanced she may be spiritually, recognises the order of God. The order of God is leadership, and it is vested in men  the brothers. That, I think, is what the Spirit honours in Hebrews 11 when He mentions Barak and not Deborah; she makes room for that here, because she says, it will not be to thine honour upon the way which thou goest; she also says, I will by all means go with thee, but she recognises that the matter is his. 

    ABPIt says of the virtuous woman in Proverbs that her husband was known in the gates. 

    ANWI thought in this case she has right instinct, not calling her husband, but Barak. It is not a family matter, is it? 

    JTQuite so. Barak was a man of faith; in Hebrews, long years afterwards, the Spirit of God so regards him. 

    ARWould this incident suggest that both brothers and sisters are in the conflict? She did not sit at home and let others fight. 

    JTShe was a woman of courage. Some sit at home and tell what should be done, but Deborah is ready to go forth to war and she gives Barak his rightful place. 

    JSAnd mention being made of the nine hundred chariots of iron that Jabin had would show how powerful the enemy was; yet she is strong in faith. 

    APWould you say a word as to the relation that sisters definitely have in the conflict of the assembly. Are they outside of it? 

    JTThey are in it, of course. But Deborah gives the full lead to Barak; she says to him, Up; for this is the day in which Jehovah hath given Sisera into thy hand! Is not Jehovah gone out before thee? And Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. And Jehovah discomfited Sisera, and all the chariots, and all the army, with the edge of the sword before Barak, (verses 14,15). Note that it is, Jehovah gone out before thee, not before us. And so his position is fully maintained. And Jehovah discomfited Sisera, and all the chariots, and all the army. 

    ARSI suppose a godly sister can give a brother who is in the work very good advice sometimes, would you not think? 

    JTI know it to be so. What is to be discerned is that sisters have excellent instincts, better than men have; hence the importance of listening to their advice and of taking them into our confidence. 

    APDoes the idea of the truth of the body really emphasise this? 

    JTYes. For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body, (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

    RemIt is said of Deborah: And she dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel, and I wondered if that position would put her beyond the range of the oppression. 

    JTSpiritually it would. Ramah alludes to moral dignity and elevation, and Bethel, of course, is the house of God, so that the spiritual environment is excellent. In such an environment we are immune from the oppression. 

    WB-wIs it the principle of subjection that helps in this? 

    JTI think so. Deborah was subject. As already remarked, she is called a woman prophetess, according to the footnote, to show how thoroughly feminine she was. She was true to her order and honoured in that way. 

    CAMI suppose Jael too was truly womanly. Her victory was gained inside her own territory. 

    JTQuite so. In the tent. Blessed above women in the tent, Deborah sings of her. 

    ARSShe does not go outside of her proper circle, she was unlike many women of today. 

    AFMIt is remarkable that Deborah alludes to the mentality of Sisera, saying that Jael shattered and pierced through his temples. 

    JTThe great system he foreshadows is marked by mentality. No other institution has been so ramified with ability drawn from the human race; everything is taxed to add to it. 

    RWSWhy are wars of such importance, as the wars of Canaan, fought with such small instruments as indicated? 

    JTI think it is God pouring contempt on mans instruments that are forged in universities and seminaries. If God pours contempt on them, He can do without them here. These instruments are very irregular, but show the best possible results. The great power of Hazor is brought down by such mean things outwardly. 

    APPaul says, But God has chosen the foolish things of the world, that he may put to shame the wise, (1 Corinthians 1:27). From mans point of view, these things are like foolishness. 

    ARSDavid slew Goliath with the sling and stone. Saul would have him take his armour and sword, but he puts them off, saying that he had not proved them. 

    JTWell, that comes in here in principle. David would perhaps be spiritually beyond what we get in this book because, like John the baptist, he had opportunity to wear the very best armour and employ the best implements according to men, but he declined them. Priests and Levites were sent to John the baptist from Jerusalem. They came to him and were ready to clothe him in all the dignity of Jerusalem, but he wisely declined it and said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness (John 1:23); but he was one of the most powerful of men; the Lord says, Verily I say to you, that there is not arisen among the born of women a greater than John the baptist, (Matthew 11:11). 

    AMcNDid the irregular things we have spoken of become effective because of the presence of feminine affection? 

    JTWell, the feminine feature is stressed. We are given the history of Deborah but not the history of Barak; the Spirit of God dwells on her qualities to show what was there, and that was the secret of the triumph. 

    APTDeborah knew of her predecessors, for she referred to Shamgar. Does she illustrate one who knows something about church history? 

    JTYes. She says, the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, (chapter 5:6,7). That is, although there was some triumph, typically there was no real church formation or local gatherings. Therefore, we have to take notice of the expression, a mother in Israel. 

    RDGIs it in contrast that the mother of Sisera is referred to? 

    JTI think so. Deborah tells us what was going on in her mind; (chapter 5:28 - 30). 

    ANWThe feminine reference in connection with Sisera is striking, not only the mother, but we get the wise amongst her ladies. 

    JTThe feminine side is very much in evidence, but we can see the contrast. There is the natural side with her; there are the ladies  worldly dignity. Dignity was not wanting with Jael, either. She had the nobles bowl: In the nobles bowl she brought forth cream (verse 25); pointing, I think, to spiritual dignity; but she was able to descend to common things  the tent-pin and the workmans hammer. The spiritual person is not above using anything that can be used for the promotion of Gods interests in His people. 

    ABPIn Acts 16, where the thought of the believers household comes in, we read of the foundation of the prison being shaken. I was wondering if that might not link on here, as contrasting with the idea of the tent-pin. A tent is different from a building with a foundation; it would suggest the manner in which we should live here as pilgrims, touching things lightly. 

    JTYes; the worlds foundation gives way; but the tent-pin suggests what holds the saints together in spite of the wind of satanic opposition. Here there was at least one pin to spare. The tent would be properly held without it. The pins of the tabernacle were included in the charge of the Merarites. 

    WB-wDeborah knew those that rode upon white she-asses and that sat upon carpets; she had a range of vision, too. 

    JTThe range of vision she had, as seen in chapter 5, is remarkable. Are you not often struck with the broad outlook when reading the epistles of Peter? He was brought up as a fisherman; yet how wide his outlook! The same with John in writing the book of Revelation, what a wide range of knowledge he had; we see how John in writing could employ the features of creation in the most learned way. It is the teaching of God, showing that He can take up such men to bring to nothing the things that are. 

    WB-wDeborah knew where the mother of Sisera was, too  looking out at the window. She knew what the enemy was thinking of and doing. 

    JTThe spiritual discerns all things, (1 Corinthians 2:15). 

    APDeborah was acquainted with what the governors of Israel did: My heart is toward the governors of Israel, who offered themselves willingly among the people, (verse 9). 

    JTAs having experience, God used them to maintain His government. Governor is a term that is applied later with dignity to Zerubbabel. In the New Testament it is applied to Pilate particularly; it is passed over to the Gentiles, and the Lord respects it. Governors are needed now in the assembly, persons who can maintain things by moral weight and experience. 

    Now we may go on to Gideon. The principle of a divine test comes in here. God would say, You are talking about all the brothers being soldiers and the sisters being prophetesses, but now I want you to understand that whilst all are responsible, I reserve the right to test everyone, as to whether it is worth while to send him into the conflict; whether he would not be in the way of victory, or whether his being in the battle would not be an occasion of inflation or pride. That is another side and a very testing exercise. God says to Gideon, bring them down to the water (the testing is there), and I will try them for thee there, (chapter. 7:4). God takes the matter in hand. Here we have thirty-two thousand persons ostensibly ready for war, but what will happen if they go? They will vaunt themselves, if they get the victory. 

    CAMIf God is going to select, what are my exercises? 

    JTWell, I think it is a very essential matter. Am I going to be under reproach, by turning my back upon the war and going back home? What a humiliating spectacle that is for a brother or sister to be thus seen! How much of it there is! The test is often applied: It is a stormy night, or other hindering things like that present themselves, and we stay at home and have no shame about it. Apparently these twenty-two thousand men went home without any sense of shame, but the three hundred would look upon them with scorn from a military point of view. We often see it in our meetings, when we should have three or four times as many present for them; the test is applied, many fail, and there are only a few. 

    AMcNIs the test here one of courage? 

    JTIt is one of self-denial  that instead of drinking in the ordinary manner, giving myself to it for natural satisfaction, I lap like a dog. 

    AFMWhy lap like a dog? 

    JTA dog does not always represent a feature that is of God, but in this case it does. 

    APA dog laps water quickly, and goes on. Is rapidity indicated? 

    JTThat is the figure. God would suggest to us what is spiritual in His warriors; they are not to selfishly drop down to satisfy their appetites in a natural way; they do not partake of food as natural men do. Our belly is not our god; we eat and drink to the glory of God  not for mere natural satisfaction, but for what is needed to furnish us for His service. 

    GMcPThe Syrophenician woman spoke of the dogs that ate of the crumbs that fell from the masters table. 

    JTThat shows that she was taking her true place as regulated by the light of God. 

    RDGA living dog is better than a dead lion. 

    APTThere is no difficulty about the drinking. Do you mean that we may drink too much? 

    JTWe may do it in a natural way, as men do it. There were ten thousand of them there, and there were nine thousand seven hundred men that did the thing as natural men would do it. Paul says to the Corinthians, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? (1 Corinthians 3:3); they were acting like ordinary men. 

    ANWI suppose often a very small thing finds us out. This was not a big thing, but it was a real test. 

    JTGod was applying it Himself. 

    WB-wIs the point in this that God selects the warriors Himself? 

    JTYes; so that they should come into the ranks rightly. We may say to a brother or a sister: However young you are, you are responsible to take part in the conflict; but that may not satisfy Gods rights, for He might exclude them. The test which God brings shows what you are. It may be a bad night and there is a Bible-reading, you should be there, but you are not. Well, that is the test, and God is applying it. We do not think of that, when we stay at home reading a book, but God is thereby exposing us; and being so like men in our ways, He cannot use us. 

    ABPI wondered if Urijah the Hittite would be an example as answering to the test. He would not go down to his house to eat and drink, but slept at the entrance of the kings house. He felt that the conditions were such, the war being on, that he could not avail himself of things that were his by right. 

    JTA very good example indeed. Note his spiritual speech; (2 Samuel 11:11). 

    CAMI suppose on account of the way the warfare went, it was a somewhat prolonged and strenuous affair, and showed how necessary it was to have the right warriors  people that would endure. 

    JTQuite so. Well, the next thing is the way 

    they had to wage war, involving the implements used. The pitchers were empty, and capable of being broken. The word is strong: and broke in pieces the pitchers, which would mean that I thoroughly own that my body is mortal. It is having the sentence of death in ourselves; this means that we are prepared to go to pieces as regards our physical condition we go the whole road in mind; hence we do not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead. 

    AFMWhat are the torches? 

    JTLapidoth, the husband of Deborah, conveyed the thought. It would be well known. It is a luminary, I suppose, not so much one of brilliancy as of a certain amount of light. That is the second thing. And then the trumpet in the right hand  for the hands are carefully brought into this. It is a question of individuals in the war. You are entirely subject to a leader. Gideon says, as I do, so shall ye do. In this warfare leadership is stressed. The three hundred followed Gideon as he directed. Thus the victory was complete. 

    ARSWould that correspond with Pauls word to follow him as he followed Christ? 

    JTThat is right. Of course the leading here means death in a moral sense, to oneself. It is not standing up on a platform, teaching or preaching, but a question of death, of being broken to pieces. The attitude of my mind is that this leadership involves death. 

    CAMTo hold ones body in that way would mean that one discounts all one goes through later. 

    ARBut we have this treasure in earthen vessels, (2 Corinthians 4: 7). 

    JTThat is actually what is alluded to here. It was Pauls experience, so that the excellency of the power was of God. 2 Corinthians 4:7 - 12 shows what is meant here. The apostle is battered, but fragile as his body was, it was preserved day by day; 

    but the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus, that had shone into his heart, shone forth. 

    ARSWhat do you understand by the lights inside the pitchers? 

    JTThey refer to this treasure in earthen vessels. Paul says, God has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

    ARSThe breaking of the pitcher lets out the light? 

    JTThat is the idea. I have the sentence of death in myself: the worst that can happen to me is death  hence the light shines. 

    AFMThese go together then  the broken pitchers, the torches, and the trumpets? 

    JTYes. One is devoted even to death for the sake of the testimony, being ready to go that length. Thus light shines from such a vessel, and there is testimony, too, in the form of sound. It is The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon. It is not what one is personally, but God revealed in Christ; the excellency of the power is of God. 

    RWSThe hand and the mouth come in in verse 6  And the number of them that lapped, with their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men; and then the allusion to the trumpet in the right hand being blown would be suggestive. 

    JTHence Romans 12 teaches us as to the use of our bodies as instruments of righteousness to God; to be used in intelligence, too  your intelligent service. We are taught how to use our hands, and, indeed, all our members, for the overthrow of the enemy and for general service in the testimony. 

    AFMThere is one feature of warfare in this chapter we might mention, namely, the cake of barley bread tumbling into the camp of Midian. Would you mind saying something about that? 

    JTIt is a great general thought. The explanation given is, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, the man of Israel: God hath given into his hand Midian and all the host. It was a question of food  that was the issue. The Midianites were destroying the food intended for Gods people. There has been in the revival of the truth of the Lords supper the thought of food. Scripture makes much of this. 

    RDGWould it be to humble Gideon as well as to encourage him, to liken him to a barley cake? 

    JTYes, the man says it tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent, and smote it that it fell. It was an irregular kind of warfare, but it was very effective. Gideon, having heard the dream, worshipped. He was spiritual and so discerned the mind of God. He now had his word or impression from God, and hence all his anxieties were silenced, victory was assured. We may always look for this, and when it comes the spirit of thanksgiving and worship arises in the soul. 

    ARSIs it not remarkable that this man in the camp was able to discern what this barley loaf stood for? 

    JTGod took all that into account; it was intended by Him for Gideon; it is like the man of Macedonia, and many other such signs that God gives, but we can only touch upon these great things. 

    Jephthah  whom we may now consider  was a very irregular man, one that you would scarcely expect to be used of God, for he was a freebooter. But he reminds us of what God may have in reserve for leadership, though concealed by extraordinary circumstances. Jephthah knew the history of Israel. How did he get this knowledge? We are not told, but he had a wonderful grasp of the history of this particular territory; it is not Canaan, but the wilderness side of Jordan. 

    CAMThere seems to have been such persons on the other side of Jordan, for Jehu came from the same district. Such aggressive men are necessary sometimes. 

    JTWell, it is a question of the man that God selects. What strikes you is the readiness (so that all may understand what is being said, chapter 11 should be read from verse 12 to verse 27) with which Jephthah addresses the king of Ammon and outlines the history of this territory and establishes the right of Israel to it, putting to contempt the claim of the children of Ammon. They had no right to it at all; and the battle is half won when the position is clearly shown. If you plainly declare the thing as it is, you have moral right on your side, and that is a great deal. 

    AFMWould you say that this position refers to Luther and his contemporaries? 

    JTI think so. It is wilderness warfare, as you might say. 

    Jephthah says to the king of Ammon that Israel walked through the wilderness: But when they came up from Egypt, then Israel walked through the wilderness as far as the Red sea, and came to Kadesh. And Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass through thy land; but the king of Edom would not hearken. And they also sent to the king of Moab; and he would not. And Israel abode in Kadesh. And they walked through the wilderness, and went round, (verses 16 - 18). Calling attention to the people of God walking in the wilderness is a spiritual touch; and they could turn aside if the brother did not want them to go his way, because Edom was yet a brother. Jephthah goes over the ground, showing what Gods people are like, that they could give way if necessary; but they fought with the Amorite, not giving way to him, and thus acquired the territory which Ammon now claimed, although it belonged to Israel for three hundred years. I think all this is wilderness instruction entering into our subject. 

    JSAs the result of being in the school of God. 

    JTYes. Well, you can see what moral power this gave Jephthah in the battle. To apply it today, if you can make the thing clear and the principles clear, the battle is half won. You have moral right on your side. 

    JSThe enemy changes his attack as soon as the situation is clearly stated. 

    WB-wWhat do Moab and Ammon represent today? 

    JTThey were descendants of Lot, and thus had a certain relation to Israel. They claim, like the professing systems around us, certain territory, but faith refuses this. It belongs only to those who have faith. 

    There is one other feature to be considered  Samson, the last judge spoken of in this book. There is a special instance to notice in the chapter we read  the freshness of the implement that was used and then was thrown away when the battle was over; meaning that in the next conflict something else will be needed. It teaches us to be fresh and vigorous in our service and conflict. 

    JSWe are not to be marked by repetition merely. 

    JTAnd God came in for Samson after the conflict in Lehi, when he was thirsty; God clave the hollow rock and gave him water to drink. 

    APWhat do you make of the fact that the men of Judah were ready to bind him? 

    JTThey are ready to deliver up to the Philistines the leader whom God raised up for their deliverance, pointing to the way the Jews delivered Christ to the Romans. 

    ARThe water provided, I suppose, refers to the Spirit of God. 

    JTI think the place springs have in the book is a key  we are to maintain freshness through drinking into the Spirit. 

    CAMIt is very interesting; there is decline outwardly all through this book, and yet this reference to water evidently implies the means of freshness right to the end. 

    JTYes; another thing is that Samson never led an army, nor was there a pitched battle in that sense involving others under his regime; it is a record of his own exploits, pointing to the increasing prominence in the last days of individual combat. And then Samson killed more in his death than in his life. 

    APSamson could not have been counting on Judah to support him. 

    JTHe overcame in spite of Judahs readiness to deliver him up to his enemies. He dwelt in the rock Etam. What was he doing there? The Spirit of God does not tell us, but, linking the cliff with the jawbone, we may assume that he was masticating  taking in the word of God; he was drinking in divine thoughts, spiritual thoughts. Spiritually such a victory as he gained here can be accounted for only in this way. He smote the Philistines hip and thigh (chapter 15:8). This is an expression that is used of him only, as far as I know. I suppose it implies that they were in full power. The Spirit of God says he did it. 

    CAMIt seems to be a little like Paul at the end of 2 Timothy, before departing. He was delivered out of the mouth of the lion; but this matter of the books  the parchments  was necessary. 

    ABPIs the thought of freshness seen in Philip, who, beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him (Acts 8:35)? 

    JTQuite so; he was ready to announce Jesus without special preparation. 

    JSWhy is it the jawbone of an ass? 

    JTI think it is to call attention to one ready to serve. Balaams ass said to him, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine to this day? was I ever wont to do so to thee? And he said, No, (Numbers 22:30). 

    RDGI suppose it is important to note that it was in the days of the Philistines that he judged Israel twenty years? 

    JTYes, indeed. They are the leading foes in this book and in Samsons case particularly. I suppose they stand for human principles, those propounded by big men, according to the worlds estimate. You will notice that they spread themselves in Lehi; that expression conveys their character: that of making a display. 

    AFMThere are certain things that remain from this conflict: the Hill of the jawbone, and The callers spring. These things are marks of victory. 

    JTLandmarks in the spiritual history of Gods people. 

  
    THE INDIVIDUAL AS AN OVERCOMER (JT 22)

    Judges 4:1 - 9; Judges 5:1 - 11

    JTI was thinking specially of the examples that this book furnishes of individual prowess, what one person may accomplish as devoted to the Lord. 

    AHDoes the state of things in Judges correspond with our day? 

    JTI think so. What you observe is that they began happily, the history is presented first from the standpoint of the exercises of the people, up to the fifth verse of chapter 2. The book begins with the exercises of the people. The children of Israel, it says, asked Jehovah, which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, Judges 1:1 and then Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me. There is the recognition of the Lord in His sovereign rights, and then there is brotherly confidence  Judah said to Simeon his brother, Judges 1:1. Simeon had got his territory inside Judahs territory, and Judah was not at all resentful of the intrusion, but regarded Simeon as his brother; of course much less influential, but nevertheless he is Judahs brother and he invites him to go with him to the conflict. I mention this as showing the setting of the book. It says later, Judah went with Simeon his brother. Judges 1:17. There is a brotherly reciprocity. 

    GEThey were together in their exercises. 

    JTYes; Simeon goes with Judah, and then Judah goes with Simeon. They act together. That is a point worthy of note in this book. But then the exercise that is thus noted declines, and we have such statements as in chapter 1:21, The children of Benjamin did not dispossess the Jebusites, Judges 1:21 and then again, in verse 27, Manasseh did not dispossess Beth-shean, Judges 1:27 and in verse 29, Ephraim did not dispossess the Canaanites. Judges 1:29. 

    Zebulun did not dispossess the inhabitants of Kitron. Judges 1:30. Asher did not dispossess the inhabitants of Accho. Judges 1:31. Naphtali did not dispossess the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, Judges 1:33 and so on. And then it says in chapter 2, The angel of Jehovah came up from Gilgal to Bochim. Judges 2:1. The angel comes in to express the mind of heaven about the position. He says, I have brought you to the land which I swore unto your fathers, and I said I will never break my covenant with you; and as for you, ye shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars; but ye have not hearkened unto my voice. And then it says, The people lifted up their voice and wept. Judges 2:1 - 4. There was a certain amount of repentance. That is how the matter ends. And then you have a new history taken up from the divine side. In verse 6, Joshua dismissed the people; Judges 2:6 and so right down to the end of chapter 2 you have the history from the divine side. God raises up judges, and was with the judge. So that it is now a question of the judge, whoever he may be. It says in chapter 2:18, When Jehovah raised them up judges, then Jehovah was with the judge, and saved them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. Judges 2:18. Hence the judge becomes of immense importance from this point onwards, whoever he or she may be. 

    WPDoes what we get here answer in some way to Revelation 2 and 3? 

    JTYes, quite. 

    QuesWould the judges answer to the overcomer in a measure? 

    JTIn a certain way. The overcomer is the link with God, the influential link, and he becomes, I think, the Lords representative. 

    AHWould it answer to the angel in that way? 

    JTWell, the angel is more the responsible element in the assembly, and therefore would include everybody; it places an obligation on you. Of course, the overcomer would take it up more definitely; he would take up the message with more heart and definiteness than anyone would. 

    WPAnd I suppose it would be the overcomer that the Lord could use in deliverance. 

    JTJust so. 

    WJWIs it the breakdown of the public position that brings the angel into view? 

    JTYes. It suggests distance. It is the Lords angel in Revelation, His own angel, and then the angel of the assembly. The angel of the assembly is the representative of the assembly, but that works out in the way that every individual in it is brought in, because everyone is responsible. No one can disclaim responsibility. It is well to notice the two angels, or rather the Lords, and then the seven angels of the assemblies. The one is the direct representative of the Lord, and the others are representative of the assemblies. But I suggested these passages because they bring out what, in a way, corresponds with what we have been saying. Deborah dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah. That refers to what she was personally, I apprehend. It denoted, I think, personal victory. She was an overcomer herself. 

    JSI wondered what you had in your mind as to the judges today. Who would answer to the judges today? 

    JTOh, well, it is a question of overcomers, I believe, and then the sovereignty of the Lord allied to that; whom He may be pleased to support specially. What strikes you in the book is the variety of the selection. 

    JSI thought you were using the scripture to indicate what an individual might do. 

    JTI hope we may see that, because these passages strikingly illustrate what an individual, even a woman, may do as an overcomer. The variety of the selection strikes you. It is to be noted, Jehovah raised up judges. Judges 2:16. He raised them up, but I think anyone raised up, would be raised up on the ground of moral qualifications. Samson may stand out as an exception, because he was indicated before his birth. Other features of the truth enter into his history. But, generally, I think, It will be found that the judges are raised up on the ground of moral qualification. The sovereignty of God is seen in the raising up of any judge, but nevertheless, as in the case of Deborah, there were moral qualifications. 

    HMWere there not with every one of them elements of sympathy with the condition of the people? 

    JTYes, I think so. In the first one, Othniel, his wife represents the underlying subjective state of the whole book. She saw, as it were prophetically, the need of springs, because without the springs the very best instruction that we can have, the best order, will soon drop to the level of current religion. 

    GEThere must be power behind it. 

    JTYes, and freshness. She had the southern land, which is the very best. She had a south land, which I suppose would represent, in Christianity, the full outline of the truth, including Ephesians. We are favourably set up; we are in favour with God; everything is in our favour objectively. But then that is not enough. We may have all the collected writings and the ministry indicating the mind of God, but we need the Spirit as the spring within. Achsah saw the need of that. That is what underlies the position  it is seeing that the springs are needed, so she says, Give me also springs of water. Judges 1:15. 

    WPThat is what helps us on the subjective line. 

    JTA spring is essentially subjective. It is from beneath, it springs up. And he gives her the upper springs and the nether springs; the upper first, because I think it has reference to the maintenance of the heavenly side of the truth in a practical way in our souls, and then the result of that flowing out in the way of righteousness. Nether springs would be, I suppose, the epistle to the Romans; that is to say, the Spirit is apprehended, as in the epistles to the Romans and to the Ephesians. 

    FCSo that, whilst her exercise desires springs, she does not specify what the nether springs are. 

    JTShe left that with her father. Give me springs, she says. Ephesians says that He gives exceeding abundantly above all that we ask. Ephesians 3:20. Caleb would represent God, I think, in this instance. 

    GEWould that be suggested in the Lords word, Ask and ye shall receive? Matthew 7:7. 

    JTI think so. These two features, at the outset, greatly help in the understanding of the book  the brotherly spirit, and the understanding of the need of springs. If these two things are kept in view we shall proceed on mutual lines, otherwise God will need to raise up judges. 

    WPHaving the springs, would that help us in regard to the enemy? 

    JTIt would. What you see about Othniel is that he prevailed; he took Kirjath-sepher, and then he prevails as a judge, too. We are not told much of the details of his triumph, but it says in chapter 3:9, The children of Israel cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Calebs younger brother. And the Spirit of Jehovah was upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out to war, and Jehovah gave Chushan-rishathaim, king of Syria, into his hand. Judges 3:9,10. What you notice is that he judged Israel before he triumphed against this great power. Usually the triumph brings you into prominence, but he had moral weight among the brethren. He belonged to a spiritual family, for he was nephew to Caleb. 

    GEIt reminds one of Timothy coming in under Paul in that way. 

    JTJust so. It reminds us, I think, of the importance of dwellings of Zion. Calebs family is a spiritual family. He chose for his wife a sister. 

    WPOne who had right desires. 

    JTYes. It does not say in the Scriptures, have we not power to lead about a woman but a sister, meaning that there is a spiritual link already in a sister. So that there was a remarkable dwelling-place there in that family  which thought enters greatly into our position in the assembly. 

    WJWWould you say in connection with Caleb that he had thirty-eight years of appreciation of the land before he entered it, and so he would value the inheritance he gave his daughter? 

    JTYes. 

    WJWHe could not give his daughter a better thing than the south land. 

    WPDo we get what answers to the judge today? 

    JTI think we do. But we should note these family connections. You see if we do not maintain the family connections and mutual feeling, then God, in order to preserve the testimony, is obliged to raise up a judge. He will do that in His mercy. But the conditions that prevailed at the outset did not require a judge. Judah went up, Simeon went  that is, the idea of brethren was evident. This was holding things. But God is faithful, and if these mutual conditions are not prevailing, then He is obliged to raise up a judge. Such a one stands out prominently; he saves the people; the testimony is preserved. Gideon, I suppose, is the typical man in this position. 

    WPI suppose he would have recovery on that line, to get back what belongs to the brethren? 

    JTThat is what a true judge is; he would rather have a mutual state among the brethren, than that he should have the prominence. 

    JBSWould you say there was a mutual state in early Acts; they were together in brotherly relations, and then the Holy Spirit comes down? Judges are raised up to call attention to the departure from that which is of God. 

    JTQuite. You see that in Peter and John; the Spirit of God calls attention to them in Acts 3, but after He calls attention to them, and the result of their labours  the man that was healed  they return to their own company, and they merge in that company, and so the mutual conditions are preserved. They are not outstanding in that company. They merge in it. It saves us from clerisy, which corresponds possibly with the Nicolaitanes. One specially prominent can retire and be one of the brethren. John says, I, John, your brother and companion in tribulation. Revelation 1:9. See how he merges with the brethren. 

    CSThe family idea is what is normal  that is the divine thought  and the judge comes in as a result of failure. 

    JTExactly. 

    AHI suppose you would say that God would always save the situation. He is never taken at a disadvantage. If a crisis arises someone comes to the front. Does not the crisis prove that there is a man of God? The crisis does not make the man of God. 

    JTNo. God has His eye on him. He has been with God, and the crisis brings him out. 

    GEThese principles have been maintained to the present day. 

    JTThey are written for us, you know. So that the first thing to notice here, and in every instance, is that the people cried to the Lord. It is to their credit that they did so. They cried out of their distresses, but He hears them even then. And what comes out is that she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah. I apprehend she was an overcomer. 

    AHWhat is the significance of a woman being a judge? 

    JTTo bring out the maternal side. Chapter 5 brings out the maternal state of things that was there  a mother in Israel. 

    JSIs there some help for us in connection with dwelling between Ramah and Bethel? It says, She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel, in mount Ephraim. I thought the three things went to indicate where she dwelt. She had a connection with Ramah, a connection with Bethel, and a connection with her own palm tree. Bethel must be connected with Gods house because it means that; but Ramah was where Samuel had his altar, I believe. Samuels domestic connections were at Ramah. 

    JTYes. Samuel dwelt there and judged Israel there. 

    HMDo you mean that she was right domestically, and she was right with regard to the assembly  the house of God? 

    JSThere was dignity about her domestic position, and her position relative to Gods house, and the position relative to the palm tree. 

    JTThe palm would represent, no doubt, her own personal victory  the palm tree of Deborah. 

    AHShe was a prophetess too, she had the mind of God. 

    JTHer husband, I think, represents light. Lapidoth is torch. So that in all her circumstances she was a very remarkable person. 

    RWWould there be a sphere of influence connected with such an one? 

    JTI think so. The Spirit of God gives us the whole setting of the woman. She was the wife of Lapidoth. It was not simply that he was her husband; she was the wife of Lapidoth. 

    RWThe mother in Israel and the wife  does that suggest moral stability in connection with the sphere in which she lived? 

    JTI think so. It says she judged Israel. And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. There was a definiteness about her. They came up to her for judgment. She had that place with them. It is one thing to be in the position, and it is another thing to have the saints recognise it. Well, then, what you see in her overture to Barak is her recognition of divine authority  Has not the Lord commanded? It is not a question of any specific command, but there was such a thing as that. It is calling attention to the assertion of divine authority. Has not Jehovah commanded? That is to say, it is a time in which God is asserting His supreme authority, and it is for Barak to see that, and come under it. So that it was not a question of her announcement to him. She was putting it on other grounds. It is not what I say, it is what God says. If you can make that clear, then everybody is exposed. He has to submit. If he does not submit we know where he is. 

    WPLawless. 

    JTYes. I do think it is very fine how a woman with this great influence and authority is not putting it forward to influence Barak. It is, Has not the Lord commanded? He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. John 14:21. We know He has commanded, and it is a question of making that clear to everybody. Unless there is a recognition of that a man is disqualified; he has no part or lot in the matter, unless submitting to the authority of the Lord. 

    AHThe apostle could speak of his writings as being the commandments of the Lord. 

    JTThat is what I was thinking. These are principles, thoughts that enter into every local company of Gods people, and also in a general way. It is always a question of the authority of the Lord. You take account, of course, of a brothers word  he is godly, and has influence and support from God  but you want to be sure that the Lord has commanded. 

    EMWWhen the enemy comes in like a flood, the Lord would raise up a standard against it. 

    JTYes, and you will always find that it calls attention to the Lords commandment. 

    GEThey had not obeyed the commandment of the Lord, so they were in this position. 

    JTJust so, and now the Lord had commanded, and the commandment had reference to Barak, and he was to move with the understanding that it was not Deborah  it was the Lord. The position we occupy is of no moral worth unless it is based on this  adherence to the authority of the Lord. 

    HMIs not the raising up of the standard a question of what Christ is as the gathering centre? The standard is raised; they gather round the standard. 

    JTStandard is a military reference. It is found in the book of Numbers, which book contemplates all believers as mustered, first in regard of their localities, and then in regard of the whole position  surrounding the tabernacle. Well, the standard would have some reference to Christ. 

    WPFor any man, however great, to draw around himself would be only attracting from that. 

    GEThat is what Christendom is occupied with today  setting up different standards. 

    JTLike Absalom, who drew away from David. 

    QuesWould that be lawlessness? 

    JTYes, Quite. 

    WPThe line that Deborah was on would preserve us in that way, because she brings the commandment of the Lord before us. 

    JTI was thinking that. I hope we shall get the thought into our souls that she is asserting the authority of the Lord. And Barak submits, he comes into it. It says, Go and draw towards mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali, and so forth. And Barak called together Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and there went up at his feet ten thousand, you see how the people offered themselves willingly. What is needed is a leader. So the celebration in the next chapter, verse 2, For that leaders led in Israel, for that the people willingly offered themselves. You have a leader now under the commandment of Jehovah, and then we have the ten thousand men. It shows how leading under God is effective. 

    WPSo that a lead is good, as long as it is according to the commandment of the Lord. 

    JTIndeed, it is a divine way of ordering and governing His people. 

    WJWA ministry like that would keep the highways clear, and would keep the saints from the byways. 

    JTThat is what comes out. Until I Deborah arose ... a mother in Israel. Barak is brought into line, that is the thing. You recognise the commandment of the Lord, and then the people willingly offer themselves. 

    QuesIs that the beginning of the victory? The people gave heed to the commandment of the Lord. 

    JTI think they followed a good lead. It is a great thing in a crisis if there is a leader who takes his pattern from Christ. That is the way to lead. Barak put his life in his hands, because he was contending against a tremendous enemy  nine hundred chariots of iron, with a corresponding army. It was very unequal conflict. Outwardly, he put his life in his hands. That is the idea in leading  you have to sacrifice your life. 

    GEThe Lords words, He that is greatest among you shall be your servant. Matthew 23:11. 

    WPIt is like the Lord who laid down His life for the sheep. 

    JTThat is it. 

    JCWas Deborah in her right place when she called attention to the commandment of the Lord? 

    JTI think so. She is a mother in Israel. 

    JCI suppose the judges were raised up for that purpose. 

    JTQuite. In the New Testament the faith is attributed to Barak, and she is not mentioned. The exploit is attributed to him  the faith. But she shines here. 

    JBSWould you say she acted at the right time? She said, Up, for this is the day that the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine hand. She was in accord with the times. 

    JTQuite. Now when you come to chapter 5 you have a song of celebration, and it is Deborah and Barak  they sing together. And what is celebrated at the outset is For that leaders led. A leader is one who leads. And then the people willingly offered themselves. As it says elsewhere, Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power. So that what we have to be concerned about in a crisis is the will of the Lord, the authority of the Lord. The people will come into line if you go right, if you lead. 

    QuesIs that the thought of ten thousand men at his feet? The subjective truth would be typified in the woman, to be brought out in the people. 

    JTI think that is right. The people willingly offered themselves, it says; and then she says, Bless Jehovah, and she calls attention to what Jehovah did earlier, and says, In the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the roads were unused and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I, Deborah, arose, that I arose a mother in Israel. The villages ceased and the highways were unoccupied  meaning that the people of God did not act on divine principles, because I think divine principles are the highways for us, and then the villages, or the inhabitants of the villages ceased; meaning, I suppose, that there were no communities of fellowship, no interchange of neighbourly thought. 

    WJWWould you say the village suggests prosperity, a spreading out of the town? 

    JTI suppose they would be places in which people lived, and communed with one another happily. Known places, with highways leading from one to another. 

    WPShould it exercise us if there was no meeting in a place where there once was a meeting; would it suggest that the highways have been neglected? 

    JTOne, for instance, is isolated as some of us are; and there is no meeting, and the next thing is the highway. Occupation of the highway leads to a meeting; that is, divine principles would lead me to visit around in the neighbourhood, and look up would-be travellers. 

    GEGod delights where there are proper conditions to open up new territory. 

    JTYes. It is surprising how many of the Lords people you find, if you look for them. 

    RemGet them on to the divine principles and you will have a village, so to speak, and it works the other way, I suppose, if there is neglect of the highways, villages cease. 

    JTIn Psalm 84:5 you have, in whose heart are the highways. That is, the principles of God that are to govern His people in this world, leading them into the purpose of God, are in your heart; and, therefore, if one is in isolation, the thing is to look about, and see if you cannot get these principles and highways into another heart. 

    EAMNot come down to their level? 

    JTNot turn to the byways. Oft-times isolated Christians are minded to turn into some system. They say, There is no fellowship here, and they turn into some denomination, and the brother is turned into byways, instead of looking around for some other traveller, and getting him into the highways. 

    HMDo not the highways suggest, too, that communications are maintained, and trade relations, with the places of administration? 

    JTSo that it says in Psalm 84:7, They go from strength to strength, each one will appear before God in Zion. Every one of them appears before God; that is the ultimate end of the highway; all the highways lead to Zion. 

    JCDoes that suggest the house of God? 

    JTYes, the apprehension of the purpose of God for us. 

    HMWas not the reason why all this had come about the fact that the mother spirit had gone?  had to be raised up, and is not that open for all of us? The apostle Paul said he was among the saints as a nurse who cared for her children. 

    JTJust so. So that Gideon, the next great judge, refers to his mother. He says, What manner of men were they that ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As thou art, so were they, each one resembled children of a king. Judges 8:18. He says, They were the sons of my mother. He does not refer to his father, because it is a question of the motherly influence; that is what gives character to the children. 

    WPSo that if there are right conditions in a meeting there will be healthy strong children  sons. 

    JTYes. There is a similarity to Christ in them. 

    There are many recorded as sons of the father  the paternal side brought out, but they have not got the maternal characteristics; they have not the mothers stamp on them. Wherever you go you meet saints in the light of the assembly; they are all of the same hue and character. You recognise them readily. 

    JSYes. You are struck with that. You are speaking about the isolated saints  it is a very interesting point. We would be slow to encourage them to migrate to the cities. 

    JTI am sure the Lords thought today is increase of meetings  not the increase of their size, although that is, of course, to be looked for, but the increase of their number. 

    JSYou would have a very definite exercise as to whether things could not spread where people are, if they came to light. 

    JTThe Lord would appeal to all in any locality, and, if I am in it, the word comes to me  why should I be alone? 

    RWDo you not think there is a very great need of travellers? 

    JTThat is what you want to get  all the saints of God moving. 

    RWTo be moving with God in connection with the interests of Christ. 

    JTThat is right. I think that is the idea of the highways. You are going somewhere. It is not a blind alley. If, I turn to the Methodist Church, what is the end of that? It leads nowhere, except, perhaps, more and more into the world. 

    RWIs not there the danger of settling down and making communities? 

    JTWe want to see that there are communications. Highways, or communications, leading to one end. Now you see the chapter proceeds to speak about the voice of those who divide the spoil in the midst of the places of drawing water, chapter 5:11. This fifth chapter is really Gods spoil, it is a triumph, a celebration to God. Bless Jehovah. It is the outgoing of their hearts, showing what a conflict really issues in. As it says, The voice of those who divide the spoil in the midst of the places of drawing water. The spoil is there, you see, and we divide it in the midst of the places of drawing water; that is, at our readings and places of ministry, we divide the spoil. 

    JCThat would bring in the brotherly spirit. 

    JTYes, you divide. 

    FCThat is in contrast to what is suggested in 1 Samuel 30. Those who went forward with God, they only should have the spoil. 

    JTDavid refused that. Here the spoil is divided. The authorised version does not give the sense, it is misleading. It is a question of dividing the spoil. Because of the voice of those who divide the spoil. ... There they rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah; his righteous acts toward his villages in Israel. That is the theme of the brethren as they come together at the places of drawing water; all these meetings are intended to be places of drawing water. 

    HMThey go over and over again Gods activities until they have them well known. 

    JTYes, they rehearse them. They are places of drawing water, there is refreshment there. 

    AHThere is nothing stale in Christianity. 

    WPIt is Jehovahs triumph, not Baraks. 

    JTHis righteous acts toward his villages, the assemblies. We learn how to be righteous towards one another as we rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah. 

    EWThen they are able to go down to the gate. 

    JTThen the people of Jehovah went down to the gates. They are ready again to face the enemy. 

    The gates, too, have reference to administration  dealing out things to others. 

    WJWI was wondering whether it would be the administration of the spoil. 

    JTIt would, very likely. In the Psalms it says, they shall not be afraid to meet the enemy in the gate; but generally I think gates are where administration is carried on. The house of God is the gate of heaven. 

    WPTo go back a moment to the thought of judgment  Deborah judged Israel; they came to her for judgment. How does it apply today? 

    JTOh, I think in the sense of expressing the mind of God about matters. God has appointed a day in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. Acts 17:31. That means that there shall be a perfect discrimination of everything in Christ in the future. Judgment shall have returned to righteousness. God raises up men of moral weight and intelligence, through whom He conveys His mind and influences His people in what is right. 

    WPSo that every question and every difficulty might find an answer today. We should have the Lords mind in that regard. 

    JTIt is wonderful how the Lord does give judgment amongst His people, as we submit to Him, and are simple about it  His mind is made known about everything. They came up to her for judgment. It shows that they recognised that it was there. 

    RWThere is no company, however weak, that it is not available to. 

    JTJust so. 

    WPIt involves opening up the highways. We cannot get it unless we are acting upon divine principles. 

    QuesWhy is Baraks name given in the New Testament? 

    JTI think it is to maintain divine order. The order of God is maintained, I think, in Barak, because really it was he who led in the conflict. Deborah was with him. I do not suppose she would have any question about it. She would very heartily take a place behind Barak, and let him have the position of faith in the records. 

  
    THE SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT (3) (JT 33)

    Judges 4:1 - 24; Judges 5:31

    JTThere is a touch in the closing verse of chapter 5 which should be in view in our present inquiry; it refers to those who love God. It is the first reference to love in the book, and the only reference to love for God. 

    GWHIs it normal in the land that God should be loved? 

    JTYes, and then the answering effect of that is, that those who love Him are to be as the rising of the sun in its might; that is the general effect of love for God. I just mention that as something to be in our minds, because, after all, that is what everything hangs upon subjectively. The apostle says, If any one love not the Lord Jesus Christ let him be Anathema Maranatha, (1 Corinthians 16:22). 

    AFMDo you suppose that some who did not go out to the battle were not active in love? 

    JTEvidently they were not. I think the poem (chapter 5) is very discriminating in this respect. It conveys discriminative judgment as to the different tribes; how they were affected by the crisis. The crisis here is exceptional, because it is due to the revival of Hazor. Hazor was primarily the head of the nations (see Joshua 11:10); that is, its domination represents what the people of God were confronted with at the beginning in apostolic times, what had dominated in the world politically. That was overthrown by Joshua, but it has revived here. It refers to some revival of power in the history of the church, power which had already been overcome. 

    RemDuring the Dark Ages this power manifested itself as in apostolic times. 

    JTYes, the apostolic service overcame what had dominated in the world, as, for instance, in the religious centre, Jerusalem, and the political centre, Rome. These were the two leading features. Jerusalem was overthrown. God says that faith in them would enable the disciples to say to this mountain, Be thou taken away and be thou cast into the sea (Matthew 21:21), and it would come to pass. Subsequently we have the great political powers overthrown in a moral sense; it was a question of the saints being free from them. The victories of Joshua foreshadow all this; but in Judges we have the revival of Hazor, so that there is a very formidable power to be overcome. 

    RemThe special response here is in the weakest and most despised part. You have Zebulun and Naphtali who jeoparded their lives, (chapter 5:18). It was in the parts of Galilee. 

    JTQuite. Judah is not in evidence. 

    AFMYou spoke of a centre. Do you refer to Harosheth-Goim (Harosheth of the nations) as being a great political centre? 

    JTYes; Sisera dwelt there, but Jabin reigned in Hazor. The military chief dwelt in Harosheth-Goim, whereas the king reigned in Hazor. So that it was a very extensive organisation, the military man having great powers. 

    ANWLet all thine enemies perish is quite in keeping with lovers of God. Thine enemies, not our enemies. 

    WB-wWould it be a question of meeting a combination of evil? 

    JTExactly. I think it points to the revival, in a spiritual sense, of the empire in Rome and its unique organisation. It is organised power in a special way here, so organised that the military man can afford to live in a different place from the king. The organisation is not weakened by the fact that the military man lives elsewhere. Harosheth of the nations is a wide thought, alluding, I think, to complete servitude of the people. So that the domination is very extensive and powerful. 

    ANWIron characterises it. 

    RemDeborah says, I will draw unto thee, to the torrent Kishon, Sisera, the captain of Jabins army, and his chariots and his multitude, and I will give him into thy hand. What an impression it gives of the control of God! 

    AP-tWhy did Jehovah sell them? 

    JTIt is that they might be humbled and return to Him. After all, God is over the whole position in regard to His people and their enemies. 

    RemIt is difficult for us to understand the thought of the control of the empire that will be set up. 

    JTIt is not an empire that will be set up, but already is. It is not the empire of the beast that is in view here, but the current, active, religious thing seeking to establish its complete domination; the revival of the empire under the beast will be in a special way. This is the third great domination in Judges: first the Mesopotamian, second, the Moabitish, and then the Jabinian which is more lengthy than any so far  twenty years. 

    JSAre the people seen in a lower state morally here? 

    JTNo doubt. But I think what we should notice is the part that women played in this deliverance  Deborah and Jael. That is to say, there was now something more concretely subjective among the people. Deborah represents fine moral qualities. In spite of this oppression she judged Israel, and the children of Israel came to her. She did not assert her greatness; but it was there and they came up to her for judgment. 

    ANWThat subjective state is as effective as an official position. 

    JTThe official comes in in Barak, because it is out of keeping with Gods ways to make an absolute leader of a woman. So Barak was the leader, but the initiative was with Deborah. She had a history with God; she had a palm tree of her own, and dwelt under it. 

    JSWhat would answer to that today? 

    JTIt would be some subjective result, brought about by self-judgment and general exercise as to the current need among the people of God. Deborah was a mother in Israel (chapter 5:7), which suggests maternal exercises in view of others; the assembly as seen in Galatians is indicated. 

    WMHer femininity is emphasised. She was a woman prophetess. This expression reminds one of Revelation 12:5, where the Lord is called a male son. 

    AFMMight I ask what is definitely the character of this opposition? 

    JTIt helps to revert to the history of Hazor which was the head of the nations, as it says in Joshua 11. Joshua had burned it with fire. That is, there was complete destruction of the thing. But here there is the recovery of it. In the history of the church the public body has actually settled itself into that which apostolic testimony morally destroyed. There is a revival of the Roman system in a religious form  it is seen in the woman who sat upon the scarlet beast. In the zenith of her power she controlled the empire. 

    AFMRoman Catholicism, speaking simply. 

    JEHHow does it affect us here? 

    JTAny revival of a principle that has been exposed or overthrown would correspond. Hazor represents the political system as the apostles had to do with it. Jerusalem, representing the religious system, had the lead in the world; but the apostles had also to overcome the political and national features of the world  not actually, of course, but in a moral way. Hence Paul says, For our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens, (Philippians 3:20). There is in that the overthrow of the idea of a political head or centre here on earth. Patriotism is a very powerful thing in the hearts of men. The gospel is intended to overthrow it in the believer. 

    QuesHistorically then, being sold into the hands of Jabin fits into Revelation 2 and 3? 

    JTYes, there is a revival of what had been most drastically overthrown, because it was burned. 

    RemThe offset is in Philippians: Our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens. And you have: Jerusalem which is now ... is in bondage with her children (Galatians 4:25). 

    JTDeliverance here, is in connection with the mother in Israel. 

    WNI suppose we may look at this as connected with the historical character of the assembly. At a certain time Luther appeared, and I would almost compare him with Ehud  he destroyed all the lusty men. 

    JTThe analogy is there. God, through Luther, dealt Rome a blow from which she has not recovered; nor will she. Great Babylon has fallen, has fallen, and has become the habitation of demons, (Revelation 18:2). But the idea of the assembly did not take practical form through his ministry, nor did he even overcome the national thought. The Reformation retained the national thought: Lutherans, Anglicans, Presbyterians, and Calvinists all witness to the fact that nationalism remained. But in the mother here you have a suggestion of the assembly in a positive way. 

    RemDoes not that hang upon the Holy Spirit? The movement with Luther appealed to mens reason and to the letter of Scripture; but it made no room for the Holy Spirit. 

    JTThe place of the Holy Spirit and the mother coalesce. So that you have: Jerusalem above ... which is our mother, (Galatians 4:26). Galatians involves sonship. Philippians gives us our commonwealth or citizenship as in heaven. The two ideas that held the people of God, the religious, Jerusalem that now is, and the imperial, in Rome, as the great head of the nations, were overthrown by apostolic ministry. In our chapter there is an allusion to the church, in the spirit of the mother. There is some development, however small, answering to that here. 

    Deborahs location between Ramah ( elevated ) and Bethel ( House of God ) is to be noted. She dwelt there in moral power under her own palm tree; and they came up to her for judgment. 

    GWHIndicating her own personal victory. 

    JTShe had moral power that drew people to her. She was the wife of Lapidoth; she did not dominate her husband, but was his wife, meaning that she was subject. 

    ARShe remained in her place; they came up to her. 

    JTShe said, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? It is not mans will at all. It involves subjection to the will of God, and this will result in complete deliverance. 

    QuesWhat was lacking in Israel, as indicated in the song of Deborah, when she says, Until that I Deborah arose, (chapter 5:7)? 

    JTThe highways were unused and the villages ceased. Divine principles were not known or acted upon and, typically, there were no local assemblies. 

    GWHAlso there were new gods chosen; that was a serious situation. 

    AFMDo you regard Deborah and Jael as bringing in this mother or assembly idea? 

    JTI think it is the wife first and then the mother. It is not that Heber was Jaels husband or that Lapidoth was the husband of Deborah; but rather they were wives. The church is subjected to the Christ. That is the position of these women. Hence there is moral power. 

    JSThey were holding the truth in moral power? 

    JTIn subjection. So that in Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar there is no allusion to the commandment. It was a question of meeting the opposition. But Deborah says, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? As the apostle says, If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment, (1 Corinthians 14:37). That is where the moral element lies. 

    RemThe moral restoration in Philadelphia was: Thou ... hast kept my word, (Revelation 3:8). 

    ANWSo that a woman in praying gathers power in covering her head. 

    JTIn 1 Corinthians 11 it is the womans place, preceding the idea of the church; but in Ephesians the church is subject
  
    THE PROPHETESSES OF SCRIPTURE (JT 39)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE PROPHETESSES OF SCRIPTURE (JT 39)

    Exodus 15:20,21; Judges 4:4 - 9; 2 Chronicles 34:20 - 24; Luke 2:36 - 38

    You will observe, dear brethren, that these scriptures allude to prophetesses. Other scriptures speak of them also, but these four serve to convey what I understand to be set out in the thought of a prophetess. Others, as I said, are alluded to, some bad ones  for the enemy never fails to imitate what God introduces and uses, so that we have the woman Jezebel, she who calls herself prophetess, (Revelation 2:20). The most sinister feminine name in the Scriptures is Jezebel. What makes her name so important is that she exists today, and is employing her nefarious powers to the utmost. That she calls herself prophetess is significant, for it is a feature of that system to which she belongs, which is essentially Babylonish, and which implies worldly show, worldly distinction, and worldly greatness. Simon called Magus gave out that he was some great one (Acts 8:9), and Jezebel calls herself prophetess. The Spirit of God leaves us in no doubt as to what her prophesying implies, and that its effects are according to what she teaches. Not only are common people her victims, but servants  the Lords servants: she teaches and leads astray my servants  (Revelation 2:20)  teaching them the very worst things. I just allude to her so that we may have in mind what the subject implies; how the enemy uses the idea, and that this personage symbolizes a great religious system, renowned for every iniquity, which has built itself up and spreads its influence abroad. 

    Then there is another evil prophetess alluded to in Scripture whose name comes down to us; she is called Noadiah. She figured in the days of Nehemiah and harassed him along with others. She is not without her counterpart today; she sought to cause the Lords servants to be in fear. There are those who harass us with fears of actual dangers so as to weaken our hands. It is a solemn thing to use influence to weaken the hands of those who serve the Lord, so that they should be paralysed by fear of danger. One is not worthy of the service unless he can face danger, however great; the service implies the will of God. Any influence used to weaken the hands of the servants of God because of danger, is akin to Noadiah, who with Tobiah and Sanballat and others, at that time would interfere with and hamper the servant of God. The work was progressing favourably, and as surely as that is the fact the enemy will do his utmost to hinder. We have to be on our guard that we do not belong to such. Sanballat and others would have Nehemiah to meet them in the plain of Ono, as if he was obliged to do it because of danger. The Spirit of God introduces this prophetess as amongst those who would weaken the hands of Nehemiah. 

    These are negative features of the subject, and it is sorrowful to own not merely historic, but current dangers. Jezebel and Noadiah, correspond in their characteristics, the latter coming very near to us, and we have to be on our guard that we are not hampering the servants of God by supposing danger. The Lord will stand by those who serve however great the danger, as Paul says, The Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me, (2 Timothy 4:18). 

    What I have in mind are the positive features of this subject, and the first prophetess, so called, is Miriam. I am sure it is important to understand this kind of service or ministry, for it is not so much to call attention to the women as serving, but to show that service may, in virtue of power, overcome limitations. Our position, that is, the position of the people of God who love Christ and one another, is a limited position; it is not Pentecost, but a day of small things (Zechariah 4:10). It is a day in which the Jezebel spirit in its darkening effect is felt. We are not to call ourselves this or that, we leave that to Jezebel and her kind. Let others call us by what name they will; we cannot control them. God gives us names  names of love. He calls us His children: See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God, (1 John 3:1). We accept joyfully the names and terms of relationship which He gives, but spiritual believers do not give names to themselves. 

    Yet in spite of the limitation to which I have alluded, a way is made, so that we are not hampered. Thank God! I am not now alluding to the governmental actions of God on our behalf, though He has wrought wonders in this respect, so that we have liberty to meet, as now, without fear. But there is actual power; the Lord says, I have set before thee an opened door (Revelation 3:8), but it is because thou hast a little power. It is a question of power, and that has its own significance, it is the power of God. We are released in the sense in which I am speaking, in proportion to our power. Independency imitates the privileges we have, and that surely is no testimony. It is a question of power, and power lifts us out of limitations. Liberty is in proportion to our power. 

    This word prophetess as it appears at the outset, is illustrative of this very thing. Miriam at this time must have been over ninety, from other allusions to her in Scripture. It is the first time she is mentioned by name, and the first time she is called a prophetess. She is said to be sister of Aaron. What I want to show is that while her sex imposed limitations upon her, and more so in the east then than now, she has this dignity, that she is called the prophetess, and is also said to be the sister of Aaron. 

    She is not regarded officially as Aaron was: Moses was to be God to him, and Aaron was his prophet, whereas there is nothing said about Miriam being appointed. Now what I want to point out in a practical way is, that this ability for service, in one limited by her sex, is indicated by influence for good, and who can deny the scope of influence for good? In whomsoever it is found, influence for good is rare. Miriams good influence is over the women here. She moves Godward with her timbrel. A good lead had been given by Moses in the song, and she is surrounded by the influence of a great victory, and consequently there is liberty. She is more than equal to it; she can join in the song, and that of herself. She does not collaborate with others of her sex to form a party to extend her influence, but she takes her timbrel herself and moves. She moves, not as bringing forward something distinctive, but in connection with the great lead that had been given by Moses, and the women went after her. I wish to point out what is meant, for influence for good is to be valued, and way is to be made for it, so that the women went after her with their timbrels. It was a wonderful movement, but it did not go beyond the women of Israel. 

    Now you may wonder why I stress this, but I have in mind Miriams influence as exerted later. You may have influence for good and use it well and effectively, but you may go beyond what is of the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God would teach us how to measure soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith, (Romans 12:3). We acquire power for good, and, thank God, room is made for it amongst right-minded saints. I may go beyond that, and may sit on it, as a throne, and may become most mischievous unless I maintain self-judgment and discern my proclivities. So it says in Numbers 12, that Miriam joined with Aaron to traduce the great servant of God, and in that passage Moses is described as the meekest man on the earth. You see how I may slip into a dangerous line, unless maintained by the Spirit of God. Miriam has influenced a man now  going beyond her province; she is mentioned first in the movement, and she is the only one who became leprous. Aaron is not stricken. She was the prime mover, great person though she was, even though having a place in the leadership according to Micah 6:4. She went beyond her power of influence for good, and became a leader in evil. It was a question of retaining the spirit of smallness and shamefacedness lest we transgress, for as going beyond our measure, we shall certainly come under the discipline of God. I speak of that as a solemn example, not to divert from the good in this sister, but to show how she went beyond her sphere, failing to maintain self-judgment. 

    Deborah shows another feature in a prophetess. The first as we have seen, is influence for good over those on ones own level. Deborah presents a remarkable picture of this subject; she represents the womanly side. I am not speaking of sisters serving, but of how power lifts out of limitations. If a sister prays, she is to be covered, recognizing thus the province that belongs to man. If God has given her power, He is not setting aside another principle, so that the covering of the head is the recognition of the ordering of God. That ordering is not violated. But it is sovereign power you find with Deborah. She is a womanly woman.  She is spoken of as a woman prophetess (see note in the New Translation, Judges 4:4). Christianity is intended to develop what is womanly. Genesis 1:27 tells us male and female created he them, both terms being given under the idea of Man. 

    Christianity has brought about this quality, so in 1 Corinthians 14:20 we read, in your minds be grown men. This surely applies to every christian; 

    but to those under authority the instruction is, Let your women be silent in the assemblies  but in their silence they adorn the great name of man. The idea of man covers both male and female and that chapter throughout deals with the idea of manhood. Holy women of old adorned the idea; it is a great divine thought which will not come to an end. The idea of male and female will not go into eternity except as regards Christ and the assembly; God will dwell with men. It is a divine thought. 

    Deborah adorns the idea. She dwelt under her own palm tree  it is personal victory  she was living in victory. She was the wife of Lapidoth, meaning that she maintained her place, and it says the people came to her for judgment. How can you limit a woman like that? If a woman has judgment and people come to her, how can you limit that? That was between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim. Whether in pressure, or at other times, this rare quality is sure to show itself, and there must be scope for it. As we have noticed in the New Translation, she is called a woman prophetess, the Spirit of God thus showing the way in which power within limitations is available. How beautiful in the eyes of heaven! In her subjection she is free to serve with a man; she has more wisdom and courage than he, and yet he is going to do the work. All this enters into the position of Barak, and shows how any power that sisters may have is available in the assembly. However weak the brothers are, the power in the sisters is available; Barak would not go without Deborah  and how true she is. She does not offer to go. The power was there, and he had wisdom enough to avail himself of it; the power is in its fulness in spite of the limitations. How great the victory was as a result  proving how much, under such circumstances, can be achieved in the day of small things. 

    The next prophetess is Huldah. She lived in the days of Josiah. She represents power or ability which is available in limitations, in a crisis, at a time when God is speaking loudly. The book of the law had been lost, but is now recovered, and one is sent to inquire of the Lord. It is a question of the mind of God in a crisis. It is urgent to find out who has it; whatever the limitations we must have it; so these men, deputed by the king, were sent to inquire of the Lord, and they knew where to go. If there be brothers or sisters who know, do not fail to ask such. What is more beautiful about the Lord Jesus  always our Leader  is that at the age of twelve, He is found among the teachers, hearing them and asking them questions. If there be one who can answer, why not ask? Sometimes saints go to the Lord ignoring the provision He makes; but to neglect the saints, is to neglect Him. People say, I have not time to read ministry, but such are despising what He provides. Let us not neglect what God provides. 

    Huldah was a divine provision at this time. They go to her, the mind of God being there. The prophetic gift goes beyond limitations, because of its value. She was a wife of a certain man, and we get his father and his grandfather named, that is, we are reminded of spiritual lineage in this matter. Let us not despise it; I thank God constantly for the households of the saints, and that the young people are coming under the influence of such teaching. Spiritual ancestry is a great principle with God. Attaching to Huldah, as well as this ancestry, was the keeping of the wardrobe. That is an important matter. One of the most important items in the wardrobe today is righteousness: Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness (Psalm 132:9). We have also the clothing of salvation alluded to  priestly vestments these! So many have become exposed by inability to meet obligations  a matter which saints have to face at the present time. We have to accept spiritually, at least, the liability incurred, and if we are keepers of the wardrobe, we shall seek that where needed there shall be self-judgment, so that our brethren may be clothed with righteousness. This is a matter of practical aid, in order that the name of the Lord may be cleared. Huldah is mentioned in connection with this feature of the truth. One would like the brethren to get the idea of the wardrobe. How beautifully it appears in Luke 15! God has great thoughts for us, as a keeper of the wardrobe would know. 

    Another thing about Huldah is that she was not in the college, as the ordinary translation gives it inaccurately, but in the second quarter of the town. She did not aspire to a fine house, or to fine things externally, she lived in an inferior part of Jerusalem. She had the mind of God for the moment, and this is of supreme value wherever it may be; and in speaking the word from Jehovah she does not refer to the king in terms of distinction; but says, tell the man that sent you to me; she speaks of the king of Judah afterwards. How important it is to understand the clothing suited to the time, to avoid show; but to be available in the circumstances as having what is most rare and essential to the testimony of God at the particular moment. The little that any of us may have may be essential to the testimony at the moment. 

    The final thought is seen in the well-known Anna of Luke 2. Like her sister Miriam, she is an old woman; but the Spirit of God honours her peculiarly; she was a widow of great age. The allusion is to the honoured state of widowhood under these circumstances. She lived with a husband for seven years, and had been a widow for eighty-four years, which tended to add to her lustre. What experience she had! Widowhood, not of itself, but as absorbed in intense interest in the temple, indicates that what was in the temple was everything to her. Need I enlarge upon this, dear brethren? What an element it is in our subject  the element that makes everything of the temple! 

    Now when we come to very old age, and I think God has in view the old brothers and sisters at the present time, we may thank God for longevity so long as it does not rob the old of ability of perception. Anna had not a dull mind. There was not a woman in Israel like her! If you met her, how buoyant she would be! She departed not from the temple, night or day. Womanliness is not wanting in her; she carried the beautiful traits we have noted, they are all there along with the power that is found in brothers and sisters who are regularly in their position in relation to the temple. They understand things spiritually by frequenting the temple; they do not assume to know because of their age, nor do they occupy you with old things. The temple is not that, it is what is current. I suggest to brethren getting on in years not to acquire the habit of living in the past. Never had the temple at any time had such an honour conferred as at this moment  the Builder of it in the real sense was there, the true Solomon! He was there, yet a Babe, in the arms of the true priest Simeon, who spoke intelligently about Him, and Anna came in. It was her resort, so that she does not miss the greatest occasion. 

    I press this, lest we should be satisfied with what we already know or be unduly occupied with what we may have had in earlier days. We must be occupied with what God is doing now. The Spirit of God is still here and active. We ought to resolve not to miss any available occasion, that is marked by His presence. We are to be in our places in the assembly; at Pentecost they were all together in one place when the Spirit came. Absentees miss the blessing; we may thus miss the greatest thing. Suppose the Spirit of God speaks expressly and we miss it! I do not plead for attendance at the meetings only, but also our being alert spiritually. Anna represents the intelligence and power that marks those who habitually recognize the temple. When the great occasion comes, such know how to take part in it. What a warning there is in Barzillai! He had to say, Can I discern between good and evil? can thy servant taste what I eat or what I drink? can I hear any more the voice of singing men and singing women? (2 Samuel 19:35). You may say, The young can enjoy that  but why not you? Let us keep our spiritual hearing, for the Lord addresses Himself to him that hath an ear. No one can assume to have all the truth. Some special movement of the Spirit of God may come  let us see that we do not miss it  some have done so, and have missed everything for the moment. Let us not be among them. Anna was ready to give praise to God; the intervention of God in Christ was not a surprise to her even at such an age. 

    This has often been spoken of, but I now treat of it in connection with the subject on hand,  that is, the existence of power, and how it goes beyond limitations, and is available in any given circumstance. May God grant His blessing to each of us! 

  

  
    MOTHERS IN ISRAEL (JT 41)
    

    
    
  
  
    MOTHERS IN ISRAEL (JT 41)

    Judges 5: 6, 7; Judges 4:4-7; 2 Samuel 20: 16 - 22

    JTI thought it would be helpful to pursue the subject of mothers in Israel. Deborah and the wise woman of Abel seem to represent the thought. No others are called mothers in Israel, though Scripture furnishes us with many examples of those who could be so styled. The maternal side works out in the formation of the assembly, and the thought goes so far as to appear in connection with the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, Hebrews 12: 22. The Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother, Galatians 4: 26. 

    The beginning of the subject is found in Eves remark when she bore Cain, and said, I have acquired a man with Jehovah (Genesis 4: 1); that is to say, with the help of Jehovah. Perhaps the word babe had not yet come into the human vocabulary, but the use of the word man is of spiritual significance. It is indicative of what is potentially seen in a babe, in a male child. The Lord spoke of it Himself  she no longer remembers the trouble, on account of the joy that a man has been born into the world, John 16: 21. There are those who speak of preserving a child as a little child, with its more pleasing traits, but the potentiality of the male child is what should be in mind; and if that is applied to the babe spiritually, the same is true. The important thing to bear in mind is that each should be a man, no longer a babe but full-grown, for the assembly can only be maintained by such. The maternal thought worked out leads to what is collective. Each of us is to be nurtured in view of manhood, otherwise it will be with us as Deborah describes the condition in Israel, The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, Judges 5: 6, 7. The word villages is suggestive of assemblies, or meetings. Without men, we cannot have these. The babe condition, abnormally continued, disintegrates and tends to make the thought of an assembly to cease. 

    In Exodus 16, immediately after the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness, the manna is spoken of, and it is stipulated that each member of the household in Israel was to be provided with an omer of manna, the divine thought for each being the same. God has no other thought but that we should be men, and hence a babe is viewed in the light of what he is potentially. God has no thought of the little ones remaining little ones. 

    HWRIs your thought that if there be no mothers in Israel, the assembly will not prosper? 

    JTYes; manifestly it cannot. In her song. Deborah looks back to the days of Shamgar, and the thought of the assembly typically is not there. The roads were unused, the spiritual highways were not used, people went along byways, and villages ceased in Israel. 

    JHHHad the Lord this thought in mind in speaking to the Father of the men whom thou gavest me out of the world, John 17: 6? 

    JTMen  they were not men spiritually when they were given, but in His mind they were so regarded. In Matthew 11: 25, the Lord calls them babes. I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. This would be relative to the wise and prudent. They were the wise, spiritually. On leaving the world and going to be with the Father, the Lord regards them as men. Yet they were to need much from the Father, for much was to be put upon them. The weight of testimony was such as only men could bear; men only would be eligible for such a charge. The term men, while conveying an order of being, is also used to signify fully developed christians, and is inclusive of sisters. When the Lord arose, it was to women that He first appeared. 

    HWRIs He not still hiding things from the wise and prudent? From that point of view, we would desire to be babes. 

    JTYes. The allusion there is to what we are from the standpoint of men in the world, from that of their religious leaders. Matthews idea carries with it the thought of impressionableness of what is of God. Peter exhorts us in his epistle to desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word (1 Peter 2: 2) as newborn babes. Viewed thus we absorb what is spiritual, and are open to receive divine impressions. 

    RBIn relation to the assembly, should we not be as the little child whom the Lord set in their midst in Matthew 18? 

    JTThe Lord had in mind there the thought of simplicity and transparency. He set it in their midst  to present forcibly to them His idea for the kingdom, that there should be transparency and simplicity. We always should retain these traits, even as advanced christians. 

    LWSolomon prayed to Jehovah, I am but a little child: I know not to go out and to come in, 1 Kings 3: 7. Should not that mark us? 

    JTThat is the thought. Solomon was perhaps farther on than any in Israel at that time, but his was the attitude of mind that God would honour. How soon he had the divine answer! 

    CCEWhat would you say are the features of a mother in Israel? 

    JTI think one would have a sense of the need for men in the sense of which we have been speaking. Deborah has to make the move herself to get Barak who, though he stood out well afterwards, was somewhat wanting at this juncture. She sent and called Barak ... and said to him, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? Judges 4: 6. That is the state of her mind in view of the need in Israel. And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of Jehovah, Judges 4: 1. For twenty years had Sisera mightily oppressed Israel with his nine hundred chariots of iron. That was the situation. What could meet it? That would fill her mind. To lead an army against the powerful oppressor was a serious matter. We have the description of Deborah in Judges 4: 4, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, judged Israel at that time. And she dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim; and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. That is how the matter stood. She was serving profitably even in days of oppression, but could she overthrow this oppressor? Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? Is anyone able to take it up? Was Barak? One can understand the yearnings of a mothers heart with regard to the terrible oppression under which Israel had laboured for twenty years. Her exercise would be as to how that could be met. Adverse things are always happening around us; the mother-heart is concerned. What has Jehovah commanded? Can we carry it out? Paul wrote to the Corinthians, If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment, 1 Corinthians 14: 37. And I, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ, 1 Corinthians 3: 1. Paul could not talk to them as to men. How would they meet the enemy that was coming in like a flood? Paul would exercise the assembly in Corinth with the thought of how the enemy was working and how he was to be met. 

    WSThere was need for men to quell the inroads of the enemy. 

    JTThere is not a wise person among you, Paul had to tell the Corinthians. The incestuous person had been left untouched; the matter was unjudged for want of a man. Is there no man? God said, Wherefore did I come, and there was no man? I called, and there was none to answer? Isaiah 50: 2. Deborah says, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? 

    HWRIt takes a mother in Israel to feel the situation. 

    JTIt is symbolic of spiritual feeling in the assembly. 

    JHHDid not the apostle himself set forth that element? 

    JTHe spoke of the Galatians in chapter 4 as my children, of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you. That is to say, until they were as fully developed men. It is a most crying need. In moving about, one is made conscious of it; troubles drag on because Christians have come under the influence of darkening thoughts which would never have had admission to their minds had they been men. 

    What is presented to us here is a collective thought which you will find worked out in Galatians. The Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother, Galatians 4: 26. Not in heaven, but above; it is the thought of moral elevation belonging to the spiritually fully-developed man, who is above bias and natural feeling. 

    PGHannah was before Jehovah that He would give unto thy handmaid a man child, 1 Samuel 1: 11. 

    JTHannah had before her the thought of the house of God and of the conditions existent there. Eli thought she was drunken (1 Samuel 1: 13). He was not a man according to God, or he would have discerned that she was a woman who felt things before God. She understood what was suitable; and although Eli came round to her thought, he was not able to give a lead to the people of God. What disintegration there would be under such a man! Samuel was a beautiful contribution to the house of God, even in childhood. And the boy Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with Jehovah and also with men, 1 Samuel 2: 26. 

    JHHSuch men are to be produced by the maternal element in the assembly. 

    JTYes, and the assembly being always under pressure they are always needed. The situation is always militant; it is the present position. Who can carry on, except men? We must promote that thought, and be no longer babes. 

    FJFJael also took action against Sisera. 

    JTDeborah alludes to her in her song by way of contrast to her own service; but now she acted under a maternal influence. She was in the spiritual current of the moment. One may compare this with the way in which the Corinthians developed and became more than they had seemed to be. Jael, although wanting earlier, now takes a triumphant part, and Barak became a mighty warrior. The Corinthian saints, through the apostles faithful efforts, come into line with him. He had urged them to quit themselves like men. 

    CMMWhat do you consider had been lacking in the days of Shamgar? 

    JTShamgar had acted individually, but he was a mighty man. He smote the Philistines, six hundred men, with an ox-goad. And he also delivered Israel, Judges 3: 31. He represents an individual acting by himself. Many such have arisen, for example, Luther and Calvin, who give no evidence of ever having understood the assembly. They never moved on assembly lines, and so the highways of God were not taken. Now God comes in. He brought in the collective thought which requires men in this sense to maintain it, for a tremendous struggle was involved. It is a conflict that has continued ever since and it requires the constant power of manhood to maintain the collective thought. The word is, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? The Lord says, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me, John 14: 21. Pauls first epistle to the Corinthians corresponds to Deborahs word to Barak. There was oppression in Corinth. Paul says, For this reason I have sent to you Timotheus, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who shall put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ, 1 Corinthians 4: 17. This is as much as to say, I set a man in your midst, one like myself. 

    HWRThe first step in recovery is obedience to the commandment of the Lord. 

    JTAnyone who takes that up shows his manhood. As soon as we act on the commandment, the Lord is with us and makes use of us. 

    RDIt should be encouraging to each of us to see that Timothy was naturally a timid man, but nevertheless was greatly used in the conflict. 

    JTHe was the one set down in the midst of the Corinthians. 

    CCEPaul addresses Timothy as man of God, 1 Timothy 6: 11. 

    JTThe only one so called in the New Testament. 

    RBPaul knew Timothy cared with genuine feeling. He had the maternal spirit, also. 

    JTSo had Deborah. Of her it might have been said, What she could she has done, Mark 14: 8. She sat under her own palm-tree, indicating that she had secured the victory over herself. She is in a fine spiritual setting; there is nothing unseemly about her. She did not act to make a show of herself. She was a wife  a woman prophetess, the literal Hebrew reads. That shows how womanly she remained while she was of necessity in prominence, and God was with her. They came to her for judgment, but there was no thought with her of interfering unnecessarily in every matter. Hath not Jehovah ... commanded? was her thought for Barak. She brought in the mind of God. The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I Deborah arose. It is not said that she was raised, but that I Deborah arose, Judges 5: 7. This has reference to great subjective powers in her! I arose a mother in Israel. 

    PGEsther cared for the people of God when she put on royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the kings house, Esther 5: 1. 

    JTShe took her life in her hand then, but Mordecai had put it on her to do it. He was undaunted and had she failed him, he says, then shall there arise relief and deliverance to the Jews from another place, Esther 4: 14. That spirit is what is needed. 

    CMMA mother in Israel has the mind of God. 

    JTThe important thing in prophecy is that one not only has the mind of God but has power to convey it. Meetings for ministry take on the nature of prophecy where brethren come together as feeling things, and are with God about them. They are thus enabled to convey His thought to the company generally, so that it is set in motion. They need regulating more than any other meeting. 

    JRHow is the prophetic word given? 

    JTUnder the impulse of the Holy Spirit; 1 Corinthians 14 deals with such meetings. It is preceded by the way of surpassing excellence, the way of love. If any desire gift, it is to be for the edification of the assembly. A prophet bringing in the mind of God affects people so that they fall down and confess that God is indeed amongst you, 1 Corinthians 14: 25. It is a great thing for a company of saints to have that public reputation. 

    NGHow would a babe in Christ become a man? 

    JTBe no longer babes is imperative. Babes are carried along by any wind, everything that comes to their ear affects them; 1 Peter 2 and Ephesians 4 show the way of spiritual growth. Growth is by the knowledge of God. As in natural things, so in the spiritual: there must be family affection and also good food and appropriation of it; besides, Christ as the true Model must be before the mind and affections. 

    NGThe man of God is complete, fully fitted to every good work through the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3: 17). 

    JTScripture is the divine test, inspired of God and so profitable in every way. It testifies of Christ. In all matters the appeal must be to them: To the law and the testimony! One of the most important injunctions, 

    as bearing on constantly arising difficulties amongst the saints is, In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every matter be established, 2 Corinthians 13: 1. Every matter. Go to the other person and see what he says. Instead of getting at the facts, babes are apt to listen to reports without proof, which may not be true at all. 

    WSMatthew 11: 28 is the line of true development in manhood. Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls. Learn from Me! That is the way to reach the rest of God and maturity according to Him. 

    JTLearn from me gives the complete idea, the complete thought of manhood. It is as having a Model before you. That was said at a crucial point in the Lords life, at a turning-point in the building as it were, where the greatest pressure was felt. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me. Matthew 12 opens up what there is that has to be contended with  satanic pressure! As seen in the succeeding chapters, only what is set up in Christ meets that situation. In chapter 12 He walks through the cornfields: At that time Jesus went on the sabbath through the cornfields; and his disciples were hungry, and began to pluck the ears and to eat. The Lord did not tell His disciples to do that, but they did it and went even further. So they were brought under reproach, but it was He who brought them there. They were men, having learnt from Him and He defended them. God delights in it when you show you know what to do in a crisis and do it. 

    WSYou suggest that they do that, as learning from Him? 

    JTWhat He does, they do. He is our Model in that way. Behold, more than Jonas is here, Matthew 12: 41. It is not so much who is here but what is here. Now this includes the saints, the Spirit being in them. 

    JMBIt was the maternal element in the wise woman that met the crisis in 2 Samuel 20. 

    JTIt is a question now of how to save the city from destruction. She said, thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel, 2 Samuel 20: 19. She calls herself that. How dreadful would such a destruction be. She calls to Joab, who is responsible, and he makes known what is needed; and she acts in wisdom to meet a situation thus made clear. 

    RBDoes Joab represent the kings requirements?  the commandments of the Lord? 

    JTJoab is acting for God, but evidently in a wrong spirit. Thus he may destroy what is of God. A man may come from another district and blunder in attempting to set right a difficulty. It were better to consult the local brethren first. Joab, as spoken to in wisdom, comes to this. He says, I am listening. If a man is wise he will want to know local conditions, so that he may not destroy the best elements in a place. 

    CCEYes, indeed. We have known of that happening. 

    JTEven a spiritual man or woman may be put under a cloud by an influential brother acting unwisely. The thing is to inquire in Abel (verse 18). 

    RBThen the woman went to all the people in her wisdom (verse 22). 

    JTShe spoke to Joab first. Hear, hear: say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may speak with thee. Those are words addressed, as it were, to a visiting brother. Such should not take things into his own hands, but acting in wisdom, he can help. Gifts should be available to the saints, for they are not intended to be merely local. Governments are included (1 Corinthians 12: 28). They are always universal in aspect, having the whole assembly in view, but if they are wise, they inquire in Abel. The wise woman puts this on Joab. She delivers the city by her wisdom. 

    CMMWould you explain the difference between gift and eldership? 

    JTEldership is not mentioned once in Corinthians, whereas gift is given a great place. And God has set certain in the assembly, 1 Corinthians 12: 28. Amongst them governments are mentioned. That is to say God has set in the assembly certain persons with ability to govern. They can give help in government, and such a gift is set in the assembly. For a meeting to refuse such help is to refuse divine provision. 

    CMMI was wondering if an elder in a locality would have gift? 

    JTEldership is never viewed as gift. The bearing of it is local  that is, as seen in the assembly. An elder might have gift, and this, of course, may be exercised generally. Of course a brother may exercise eldership in a locality, and as having gift and moving about, he would work with elders in another locality, but never as in an official sense. An elder, as seen in the New Testament, has no jurisdiction outside his own city: but he certainly could aid as present elsewhere. One observes that independency  congregationalism  has much place among the saints. On the assumption that a matter is local, available help in another meeting is shut out. 

    HWRWho were the elders of Israel? 

    JTPersons who had rightly acquired prominence in the nation. In Acts you have them in our own dispensation in the provisional period; the metropolitan thought continued for a while in Jerusalem, but ceased with the destruction of that city and the dispersion of the Jews. The Pope of Rome still takes that ground, and the leaders of the Episcopal system also; but it is not scriptural. The metropolitan thought has ceased for God. 

    JHHYou would expect a meeting in difficulty to avail itself of all helps in government? 

    JTIt is not using what God in His grace makes available to us if a brother who could help is shut out. 

    JHHYou would not like to be shut out of a care meeting where you may be visiting, I take it? 

    JTMost assuredly not. I should feel it; but then I would not be there in another locality as an elder, but as having something that God might apply universally. In such a case the importance of hearing is stressed. Twice the wise woman says, Hear! and then, Listen to the words of thy handmaid, also Come near hither. Joab might have destroyed the city if he had proceeded without hearing the facts of the case. 

    WSWhat difference is there in the thought of a handmaid and a mother in Israel? 

    JTThe woman styles herself handmaid in humility. It was a customary formula often used, but she calls herself a mother in Israel because she is in danger of being destroyed. She points out that that would be a serious matter for Joab. Everything ought to be gone into first. Let things be sifted. Let action be taken on accredited evidence. A brother moving about is exposed to personal bias, and so it is important to hear the facts of the matter. 

    RDWhat is the thought as to enquiring in Abel? 

    JTIt is a proverb. They were wont to speak in old time saying, Just inquire in Abel, and so they ended (verse 18). There must be some spiritual thought in Abel. This woman was not a biased person, but in keeping with ancient principles. I think Abel alludes to divine principles. Inquire there, and see what governs the present position. 

    DSWhat does the wall of the city represent? 

    JTUsually it alludes to fellowship. Joabs position signifies that of a visiting brother who may have to do with a local difficulty, and the wise woman represents what is of God there. The state she represents is requisite to get at the facts of the matter, and then to find out the principles that govern the position. Scripture affords light as to every matter on hand. And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it to Joab (verse 22). Joab declaring the matter to the woman says, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy. 

    The matter is not so; but a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand against the king, against David: give up him only, and I will depart from the city. Joab was wrong in attacking the city before the facts were known. We read that all the people that were with Joab sapped the wall, to throw it down (verse 15). That was a great wrong. It is a warning to those not local. Listen to what the brethren in the city say, to those who are with God about the matter. Joab came to this, as we saw: Hear, hear is the appeal, and he says, I am listening. 

    HWRDivine principles were at stake. Sheba had lifted up his hand against the king. That had to be settled. 

    JTThe man had to be dealt with. Evil springs up in some person, not out of the earth. The first thing is to convict him  the city should not be attacked before this is attempted, but here they cast up a bank against the city, and it was raised in the trench (verse 15). Of course we are viewing the matter in its typical significance. 

    HWRIf the man were not judged, the whole city would be. 

    JTAnd the wise woman would accept that. Divine wisdom is seen in the assembly. The angels (principalities and authorities in the heavenlies) are looking down and seeing the all-various wisdom of God in the assembly (Ephesians 3). Even difficulties bring out what is latent for God, and angels see it. 

    NRDoes it not expose what little discernment there is amongst us when we find ourselves unable to deal with a situation locally? 

    JTIt does. This woman gets Joabs ear, and thus facts become known. Then she goes back wisely amongst the brethren and puts before them what the man had done. It was some man with a head  wanting a place. We must get to the root of things. We shall find that ambition is at work through ability. Thus we must get that head and cast it over the wall. 

    WSJoabs exercise was right, but he had acted in a wrong manner. 

    JTHe was an able man, but wanting in right feeling. The incident brought out what he was. Such men are usually too severe in the exercise of discipline; but under the government of God they reap as they have sown. 

    JHHWould you say experience helps, but precedents do not? 

    JTYes. We have to judge each case by the facts; and look all round them. This woman represents wisdom in maturity. 

    RBPaul had to tell the Corinthians that none of them were wise. 

    JTDoubtless there were right elements even there, in Chloe and Stephanas, but generally speaking the state in Corinth was not right. They were moving and acting as babes. Each of you says, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ. You cannot get government in the assembly through partisans, and this comes up amongst us, especially as a crisis arises, but the wise woman wants the whole city saved. She is a true churchwoman! 
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    VICTORY (JT 90)

    1 Corinthians 15:57; 1 John 5:4, 5, Habakkuk 3:17 - 19; Judges 4:4 - 6

    I have before me, dear brethren, to speak about victory, and you will observe in the first passage read that God gives it to us, the us obviously having reference to those having faith, for spiritual things are given only to such. God is bountiful in material things and provides for all, even although there may not be faith, for He has never left Himself without witness among men, giving rain, as we are told, and fruitful seasons, filling mens hearts with food and gladness. Indeed, as the passage goes on to say: In him we (meaning all mankind) live, and move, and have our being, Acts 17:28. But when it comes to spiritual things the dispensation of God is said to be in faith. The gospel is addressed to those who have faith, as it is said, on the principle of faith to faith; it is an administration. The Lord Jesus Christ, ere going up to heaven, after He rose from the dead, moved in and out amongst His people for forty days, and in that way would impress them with what is spiritual, so that on going on high, being made both Lord and Christ, He administered what was spiritual. And so Peter says, referring to the gift of the Spirit which was there to be observed: Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear, Acts 2:33. But He shed Him forth upon those who had faith. He, as shed forth thus, was available to man, but only on the principle of faith. So that what God gives spiritually, as I said, has reference to those who have faith, and when the apostle here says, Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, the us refers to those who have faith. As having faith we believe what is presented to us on the principle of faith. And so, in this chapter, the apostle says at the outset that the gospel which he preached to the Corinthians was that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures. 1 Corinthians 15:4 These facts were presented to them on the principle of faith, and having received them (if they did, indeed) they came within the us, to whom God is pleased to give the victory. And, I may add, so that there may be no misunderstanding as to what this victory implies, that it does not refer to any material success or prosperity in this world. It refers to what the chapter speaks of; it refers to resurrection, and you will observe that he does not say, He shall give it to us, but He giveth us the victory. In other words it is a present thing, which God intends should be by faith in the possession of our souls: He gives it to us, and He gives it to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Now, the Lord, as risen, remained with His own forty days before He ascended, and, as you will remember, He appeared, according to this chapter, on six different occasions; and I submit to you that on each of these occasions there would be conveyed the sense of victory. First, He appeared to Cephas. In the gospel of Luke we are told He appeared to Simon, doubtless to reassure the heart of His erring disciple, but the Spirit of God has not that in view in this passage, and so He mentions Simons spiritual name. We have to understand what it is, beloved, to have spiritual names, because it is first that which is natural and afterwards that which is spiritual. We have to understand how we come under the eye of the Lord, the last Adam who is a quickening Spirit. If He has to do with us He quickens us; He quickens us in relation to His own perfect wisdom as to the place we are to occupy in that spiritual world which He came to effectuate. So that Simon is referred to here according to his spiritual name. This quickening involves certain traits which no one else has. Each one differs, as this passage tells us: Star differs from star in glory. 1 Corinthians 15:41 Each one has his own living characteristics, spiritual characteristics, and, as all come under the eye of the last Adam, He sees these and names the person accordingly. We shall all appear, therefore, in the spiritual realm according to the names which the last Adam confers. And so, as He appears to Cephas, there would be in the heart of Cephas a sense of victory. He would be stimulated in the sense of victory as to what he was and the place he was to occupy in the divine structure, for his name signifies a stone. 

    And then He appears to the twelve, for they were to administer. There was to be here an administrative company appointed by the Lord, and they had been appointed, and as appointed He appears to them. The appearance would convey to them a sense of victory, for the One whom they were to represent in their administration was Himself supremely victorious; He was out of death. Their administration should be not of material things, but spiritual things, and they would be impressed by the appearance of Christ to them as the twelve, with the sense of victory: that they had to do with a spiritual Person. One who had been into death, and was now out of it. They would be impressed with victory, and would carry on the administration in the sense of victory; they would be above the least taint of corruption. We know how administrators after the flesh are exposed to corruption, but these would be set up in their souls in complete superiority in the sense of victory that the Lord Jesus Christ would accord to them as appearing to them. 

    Then it is said that He appeared to above five hundred brethren at once; and here again there would be the conveyance to their souls of victory, for how should we maintain the truth involved in the term brethren, except as in victory? We should soon drop to the level of current religion around us unless we are in the sense of victory. It was as risen from the dead that the Lord Jesus Christ sent the message to His brethren. He says, Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God, John 20: 17. I ascend, He says, and how that would elevate their hearts far above this world, and the earth, and even the garden in which Magdalene had met Him. They were to be linked up with Him as ascended into heaven. He came in afterwards  on what particular date I cannot tell  but there were five hundred of them together at the one time  a remarkable occasion  and He appeared to them. Some of them, says the apostle, remained until that day. How those who remained, as moving about among the later converts would convey to those converts the dignity of brethren! The term has been dragged down in our own times to the current religions in the world, brethren being classified among all the religions of town or country; but it was never so intended. The Lords thought was that it should be elevated  that we should remain in obscurity outside the range of mans cognisance. And so, these five hundred, as they moved about among the later converts, would impress upon them the spiritual dignity involved in the term brethren. 

    And then He appeared to James, it says. We have in one instance His appearing to five hundred at once, and then again to one man. He would convey to James the sense of victory. Like some of Davids mighty men of old, he doubtless had to confront many at one time, but God would give him the victory. I have no doubt that we should read the history of Davids men in the light of this, for, as the Lord would appear to an individual, He would convey to him that one man could chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight; as Samson says, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men, Judges 15:16. A man who has had an appearing from the Lord is fortified in his soul with a sense of victory. It was not for Himself alone that He won the victory; that victory is to pervade every one of us! We are to be set up here in the sense of it. 

    Then He appeared to all the apostles, as if to suggest to us that, if the authority of the Lord be called to question  as, alas, it is  the sense of victory which He conveys to those who represent Him in the world enables them to maintain it. To put it in simple language: He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, John 14:21. You maintain the will of God in your own path, and, as far as you can, in the meeting in which you are, at all costs. Not one iota of divine authority must be surrendered. His appearing to all the apostles has relation to His authority. They represented Him. His presence would impress them in this connection. They would be reminded of the spirit in which His authority should be maintained. 

    Paul said He appeared unto all these; then he adds, And last of all he was seen of me, as one, we may say, who was intended to be a personal representative of His in this world; one who loved the Lord in a peculiar way. He says, He loved me, and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20 Paul loved the assembly, too, as he says, I will fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his bodys sake, which is the church, Colossians 1:24. How the beloved apostle Paul would be impressed with the victory of Christ as He appeared to him! 

    Well now, having said so much, I turn to the passage in Johns epistle, because it shows you how we come into this. First he says, All that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world  nothing else! You may study the Scriptures, and the writings that bear on the Scriptures, and acquire knowledge and ability to speak, but all these suffice not for the victory over the world. It is all that is begotten of God that gets the victory. And then again, he says, This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith. This is not only faith in your soul; it includes, I think, the system of truth unfolded in the Lord Jesus Christ  the whole of it  our faith. On every hand the truth is being given up and abandoned; who are abandoning it? Those who are not born of God, for those who are born of God get the victory, and they hold the truth. Later on we are told the Spirit is the truth. Christ is the truth  I am the way, the truth, and the life. John 14:6 That is objective. He presents the whole truth of God objectively, but in the epistle the Spirit is the truth, suggesting that the Holy Spirit down here, in the believers, maintains the truth in complete correspondence with Christ in heaven; an immense thought! Can it ever fall to the ground? Never! This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith. It was held in the souls of believers. The truth was never intended to be maintained by catechism or articles of religion. That cannot be called faith. The word suggests that things were held livingly in mens souls, and by the Spirit the truth was held in all its parts, as John wrote. And it was supremely above the world; it brought down the world, as at Ephesus; the books were burned. 

    I wish to convey to the young ones here what an immense thing we have, as we lay hold of the truth by the Spirit. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? I have already anticipated this: Our faith involves every christian  the unity of the faith  and wherever it is held in faith  that is, livingly, in a mans soul  there is victory. But then there is the individual thought: Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? The word overcometh here is victory; he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God has it. 

    I commend, dear brethren, the importance of believing that Jesus is the Son of God. John presents Him in his gospel, and Paul preached Him as the Son of God. According to the Scriptures Paul was the first to preach that Jesus was the Son of God; you can understand it, for he had already the appearing. Last of all … he appeared to me, 1 Corinthians 15:8 Paul said. God, he says, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, Galatians 1:16. And so the preaching that has come to us gentiles is that; the preaching of the Son of God. 

    As it is individual here one would raise the question with everyone present  the question the Lord raised with the man that had been blind: Dost thou believe on the Son of God? John 9:35 You see, John contemplates in his gospel that there are believers, and believers. He contemplates that many should come under the head of believers, or disciples, and yet not be believers in the Son of God. Indeed, the man in John 9 had already been a believer. He had witnessed for Christ, and, on account of his witness, had been cast out of the synagogue, and yet the Lord raises the question: Dost thou believe on the Son of God? You see there is a point we have to reach experimentally, when we believe on the Son of God. And so the man says to the Lord, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? The Lord replies, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee, and he says, Lord, I believe. John 9:36 - 38 He is already outside the world, cast out; but I doubt that he had yet overcome it. The religious world had taken the initiative, and cast him out, but he would meet the world in other forms later, and he needed preparation for this. So the Lord finds him, and he believes on the Son of God. What does that mean?  another world; the light of the Son of God in another world gives me the victory over the present one. So I would say to the young ones here, to consider what you have come into as having believed on Christ. It means another world: a world the Son of God has set up, and you have part in it; it is all before you. He says, me and thee, and He would convey to your soul that it is just Himself and yourself; that is, He links you up with Himself, and you are His for ever. And the world? You disdain it! What has it got for you? Nothing! Paul said the world was crucified unto him, and he unto the world. He says, God forbid that I should boast, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world, Galatians 6: 14. 

    Now, I just wanted to point out in the two passages I read in the Old Testament how that the Old Testament confirms, and, indeed, enlarges on the New. It gives us illustrations, and so, in Habakkuk, you have a victor. If you go through his prophecy, you will see, at one time he was very despondent; things were not going well, and he is an example of most of us. We all have our despondent times, up to a point. I often think that the journey of young christians is, so to speak, undulating  up and down  and so it was with Habakkuk, until he arrived at the apprehension of what he speaks of: high places. He begins with variable notes, but he ends with a stringed instrument; I think it is 1 Corinthians 15. The choir, I think, is in view of these chapters, 

    beginning with the tenth, and when you come to the great truth of resurrection the strings are tightened up, the flesh is disallowed, and you apprehend the Man out of death; you are in victory. And so Habakkuk says, To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments. Whatever happened to the vines, or to the figs, or to the herds, or to the flocks, affected him not now. His business affairs might go against him, his family affairs, or what not, but now he would rejoice  I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. What is proposed in the gospel is outside of all these material things, and, as apprehended, makes you independent of them. Not that you do not feel things, but you are not dragged down by them; you walk in your high places. You see it is when God gives you the victory, and you are in it consciously, that the high places are yours. The Lord Jesus walked on the high places for forty days before He ascended so that His own might see what victory He had gained. The world saw Him not  it was outside of this world  but His disciples saw Him; He showed Himself unto them alive. He walked on His high places, but now the believer walks on his. He walks independently of adverse circumstances, as in the light of victory, in the light of Christ risen from the dead. God gives you hinds feet; you are above the pressure of this world, and you walk on the high places, and God gets His portion from you. I would that every one of us could use this possessive case, as indicating that we have entered on the high places trodden by the Lord Jesus Christ during those forty days. As the Lord took Peter by the hand, so He would take every one of us, so that we might walk with Him on our high places. 

    In Deborah there is an instance of one who has the victory in its bearing on the testimony here, because, after all, that is what God has in view in leaving us down here. He could easily take us to heaven, but His thought is to set us up in complete independence of this world on our high places, so that we might be here in superiority to the world, and to present the gospel, the testimony to it. It is only in the good of the thing that I can commend it to others; it is not a system of doctrines or articles; it is a thing I have got. I am walking on my high places, and can impress others that the thing is worth having. 

    Well, now, Deborah judged Israel in those days, and they were dark days. She says, The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I Deborah arose, Judges 5: 6,7. But how did she arise? She dwelt under the palm  tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel, in mount Ephraim. You see, she had a palm  tree  the palm  tree of Deborah  it was hers, the token of personal victory. How can I be a judge of any, unless I am personally victorious? How can I influence others aright, unless I am spiritually victorious? Deborah was victorious, as she dwelt under her own palm  tree. As the Israelites came to her for judgment, they would be impressed with that well  known symbol of victory. They did not need to carry a bribe with them to obtain her favour, as she needed no bribe; you could not corrupt her, for she was beyond it. She dwelt under her own palm tree, between Ramah and Bethel. You see, she is in good surroundings, with her own palm tree over her. And so any one of us who is in these circumstances can influence the people of God aright. 

    They come up to Deborah for judgment. And so one who is personally victorious is sure to have a place among the people of God. They respect you, and come to you. What an advantage to come to one who is personally victorious! What an advantage to the saints to have one who lives near to God, and to whom they can come for advice! It is on this ground that eldership stands. How can one rule in the house of God unless he rules himself and his own house. As he rules himself and his own house, he is sitting under the palm tree of spiritual victory; he is beyond personal considerations, and is thinking of the welfare of the saints  only that  and the saints know it, and they come to him. 

    So they come to Deborah, and she sends for Barak, and says, Hath not Jehovah ... commanded? I only want to say that you see that one who is personally victorious is now concerned about the will of God. It is not a question of my will, or my judgment, although the saints respect it, as they did Deborahs, but her word to Barak was this: Hath not Jehovah … commanded? Victory in this sense is always marked by respect for the Lords commandments, and that is what an elder would insist on, and what is of most importance to be insisted upon; for, everywhere, men are asserting their own wills, whereas one that is victorious spiritually considers for God. As the Lord said, He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, John 14: 21. And again: Hereby know we that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep his commandments, 1 John 5: 2. The truly victorious person insists on the Lords commandments. 

    Well, dear brethren, that is what I had on my mind tonight, and I hope the Lord will bring the thought home to each of us. He intends that we should each be in victory, as otherwise we shall not be available in the testimony. 

    I believe He is giving victory; I believe that God is graciously giving victory to the assembly, maybe in a small way outwardly, but, nevertheless, really, as in the case of Samson. There was not very much to honour Samson in his death, but he slew more in his death than in his life. He had his greatest victory in the end; what was the secret of it? His hair had begun to grow; it had been shaven, but now there was evidence of life  thus the victory at the end. 

  

  
    CONFLICT (JT 90)
    

    
    
  
  
    CONFLICT (JT 90)

    Jude 1 - 3; Judges 4:1 - 9; Judges 4:17 - 24

    I have in mind to speak of conflict, not as ordered and advanced by leading brethren, but conflict in which all the saints participate, as representing the motherly element. 

    Jude regards the saints in a peculiarly affectionate way. Indeed in that respect his epistle is a model for ministry, for he addresses the saints as called ones beloved in God the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ. He had in mind to write to them of the common salvation, but owing to the exigencies of the time he was obliged to write about conflict. It is well for a servant to be free before the Lord that he can turn from one thing to another under His direction, and according to the need amongst the saints. But whilst Jude writes of conflict and covers the ground of the activities of evil from the outset, dealing in the main with evil and how it is to be met, he does not fail to bring in what edifies. Our conflict is thus seen in a wholly affectionate setting, not provocative, but as the necessity of love, and he speaks of the saints in this endearing way as beloved in God the Father. Then he speaks of the opposers under various heads in the most denunciatory manner ending with a specious form of opposition coming to light in these last days in persons who set themselves apart, natural men, not having the Spirit. 

    I have no doubt that the allusion is to the great sacerdotal system, in which the principle of separation is pushed forward as assuring a certain prestige among men for holiness, as it may be seen in the flesh in those who are called natural men, not having the Spirit. We are therefore to be warned against any attempt at separation on official lines, for anything outside the Spirit is spurious. I doubt whether this great system that I have in mind could exist, from its head downwards, without this principle of ostensible separation from what is natural, for they are really natural thoughts and natural motives underlying this so-called separation. We have to contend with the most masterly combination of evil that has existed at any time. In saying that, one is reminded of a certain narrowness to which we are prone, not only in regard of the Lords people  for the full work of God is seen in us in our having love for all the saints, as in Ephesians and Colossians  but also in respect of the organised evil that is working. We have but a small estimation of this organised opposition to God, an opposition that is effectively designed to nullify all truth, and especially the faith. The faith once delivered to the saints, as it is expressed here, alludes not only to the truth as we may have it in terms and doctrine, but to what is held in the soul, apart from which the truth is not really of any power. Holding it in terms or in writings, in itself is not power, for the kingdom of God is not in word, or even in doctrine, but in power. That means that the truth is held in the soul, but on the principle of faith. This great opposition that I am speaking of had in mind to destroy the dispensation. Whilst holding the truth, they hold it in unrighteousness, and thus they make the dispensation one of sight and not of faith, whereas it must be of faith or it is valueless. This dispensation is one in which the Lord is hid from the eyes of men, the heavens having received Him until the times of restitution of all things, Acts 3: 21. He is apprehended by faith, and the system is developed in the souls of Gods people on the principle of faith. Jude in speaking of the faith once delivered to the saints, refers to what was delivered by the apostles, and that was on the principle of speaking in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

    We are told that they began to speak ... as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth, Acts 2: 4. The speaking was on the principle of faith to faith, so that what was presented  the apostles doctrine  was held in faith. Christianity was never intended to be an accredited system of doctrine held in this world; that is what christendom has become, each system having its own creed and doctrine in conformity with eastern custom. The divine thought was to deliver the faith to the saints, to persons who were trustworthy. 

    This is how the matter stands in Judes mind, and he writes to the saints as called ones beloved in God the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ. He is dealing with us from an elevated standpoint, and he reminds us in his epistle of the kind of conflict that the archangel Michael carried on. Michael disputed with the devil about the body of Moses  a remarkable issue! It might be said, Why make that an issue? But if Satan makes anything an issue it must be contended against. If he wanted the body of Moses, he wanted it for some pernicious purpose. We are therefore guided negatively, as I may say, by what Satan does. We have to watch what he is doing, and you may depend upon it that whatever he does is against Christ in some way or other, and he is not to be allowed one inch. We are told that Michael contended with the devil for the body of Moses, but he contended in a comely way. It might not be expected that comeliness would enter into warfare with the devil, but no circumstances should draw us away from what is proper, from proper feelings and sentiments. The worst kind of adversaries are to be regarded in a comely way, and certainly so if it be a question of those known to be our brethren. If issues are raised, it behoves us in conflict to behave in a comely way. Here Michael does not bring a railing accusation against the devil, but says, The Lord rebuke thee. It is as if the dignity of the person can only be met by divine rebuke, and God will not fail to stand at our side. However provocative conditions may be, the Lord will never fail to stand by, nor to act, so that the enemy gets no advantage by any lack of comeliness on our part. 

    As I have already said, Jude brings in the saints as conveying the motherly element, and he says, But ye, beloved, ... praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God. What a word that is, dear brethren! How we are clothed with affection! Having a clear view as to the end, a hope in our souls, we may be assured that the Holy Spirit will develop in us all those instincts and feelings that are proper to the mother, so that some we save with fear. There is tenderness to the persons, pulling them out of the fire, but in this the militant spirit is seen, in that even the garment is hated. We must not be afraid of the word hate  hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. How easily a garment may slip in which is seemingly acceptable, and the spot be unnoticed! These filthy dreamers in Judes mind are spots in your feasts. They are unnoticed, sunken rocks, it may be, but therein is their deadly danger. One might say much about garments amongst the people of God. Garments have a great place in Scripture, even a skin. God began making garments by using skins, and Leviticus contemplates the possibility of garments being spotted by leprosy. Even the profession of Christ might have the spot in it, so that there must be the hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 

    That is how Jude regards us in calling upon us to contend earnestly for a known thing, something once delivered to the saints. As elsewhere the Lord warns certain as to how they receive and hear, so now they must not let slip the faith once delivered. How one would love to have heard the apostle speak. 

    How one would love to have heard the Lord speak. It is said that they marvelled at the words of grace that proceeded out of His mouth. With what grace, with what power the faith was delivered! As the apostle Paul says, I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you 1 Corinthians 11:23. How were the Corinthians using it? How were they misusing it? They were falsifying it. That precious thing which was so delivered, having been received directly from the Lord, became beclouded in course of time with all kinds of incongruities and idolatries; but the Lord has rescued it for us, as He has rescued the faith. It has been redelivered to us, so that we are to contend for it. It is an urgent matter, the faith once delivered to the saints. This bondman of Jesus Christ sees what is necessary, and turns aside from that of which he would have spoken  the common salvation  to speak of this. 

    I desire to show from Deborah how this is amplified in the Old Testament, and to point out that Jabin, king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor, is really a type of what I have been saying. Hazor was the head of the nations in Joshuas time, but it was destroyed and burnt with fire. This implies that, in introducing and delivering the faith to the saints, there was the overthrow in their minds and hearts of the great political system that then existed. Rome stood in those days in the place of Hazor; it was the head of the nations. The apostles did not attack it openly in a political way, but they brought in what completely superseded it in the hearts of the saints. They brought in Jerusalem above, the city of God. They brought in the nobility, the assembly of the firstborn ... registered in heaven Hebrews 12:23. In a word, on the principle of faith they brought in a system centred in heaven that effectively set aside the one that was established on earth. The great political Romish system was set aside; not openly, for the authorities were prayed for as before, but the saints were delivered from all national or political interests and prejudices. 

    In Joshuas time it was completely destroyed, yet in Deborahs time we find the same title, Jabin. He is said to be king of Canaan, which would imply a spiritual setting, I apprehend. The system had revived, but in another way, as it has in our own time. Instead of dominating politically, this great system has endeavoured to dominate spiritually, and has so far succeeded. Let nobody be asleep as to that. The more we are asleep as to that position, the better the enemy will like it. The Lord would enlist our sympathy as to what is in the way of opposition in the world. But what is so striking is this, that in spite of this enormous concentration of power  nine hundred chariots of iron  a woman is the leader against it. 

    Jabin reigned in Hazor, and Sisera dwelt in Harosheth of the gentiles; the head of the army had a different residence from the political head, showing how ramified the system was. There is a great abiding centre with ramifications all over the world, and we are not to be asleep as to it. The power is universal and is especially set against the operations of God in relation to the assembly. It is the maternal element that meets this. The only effective check to that system is the truth of Christ and the assembly. The greatest check it ever received spiritually was the revival of the truth of Christ as Head of His body  the assembly  down here. The more we keep to these two great principles, the more effective will be our preservation of the truth once delivered to the saints, and the more effective will be the check to this opposition. I am not saying that the opposition is confined to that system only, for it permeates the whole of christendom. Even with those who turn away from the truth in independency you will find the same kind of thing. It is official opposition to Christ as Head of the assembly here; and if we are to rise in any sense to the idea of the Lambs wife, it is for us to be contending for what belongs to Christ, for what was once delivered to the saints. 

    Deborah was judging Israel at that time; this was not accidental. We might have thought that an Othniel would be needed here; but no, Deborah judged Israel at that time. And who is Deborah? Whence is Deborah? Typically, she is a believer who has commenced by gaining the victory over himself. Of what use is any one of us in the army of God, save as we have gained the victory over ourselves? That is indeed the greatest victory, that in the power of the Spirit I should set aside my own will, my own importance, my own distinction, and think nothing of myself, and be able to say with the apostle: no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me; but in that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me, Galatians 2: 20. 

    Now that is Deborah. It says, she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel. I speak of this because it applies to each of us, for the evidence of christianity in any one of us is necessarily null and void apart from personal victory over oneself. Unless I acquire that, I am of no use in the army of God. This great moral victory over herself obviously gave Deborah prestige in the eyes of the brethren. Apparently she never proffered her judgment, but they came to her for it. It is a sure sign of spiritual progress and of overcoming when the brethren ask counsel of another. Why should I not be able to give advice? Even in Corinth, shallow as the christianity of the Corinthians was, the least in the assembly was to be set to judge in certain matters. Every one of us ought to be able to give some advice, and certainly, as Nehemiah says, to take counsel with oneself; but of course I take the Lord into that counsel, and never act apart from Him. Then I am also to recognise the Holy Spirit as dwelling in me, so as to learn to enquire inwardly, for Johns ministry would make us introspective. Thus we should acquire spiritual status and moral weight amongst the brethren. 

    So it says, they came up to her for judgment. You can see how the people would come up to that woman as she dwelt under her own palm tree. She would not be filled with pride because the brethren came to her and asked her questions. She is said to be a prophetess, a remarkable expression in Scripture, conveying the mind of the Lord. Is not that a word for the sisters? It says also that she was the wife of Lapidoth, and Lapidoth refers to light. She is his wife, and a true one. One great feature of a wife is subjection, as the assembly is subject to Christ. United in the conflict. Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded? It is urgent. If the Lord has commanded I have no choice. 

    The next thing is to bring in the responsible element, which makes room for the leaders. Deborah was a mother in Israel, and the mother will not ignore the responsible element, or the feminine element. Hence Barak, not Deborah, is commanded; but she says, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded? and it was for him to Go and draw towards mount Tabor. The battle was the Lords and He was selecting the battleground. Many a time the truth suffers because we attack too soon or too late, or the ground is ill chosen. In the days of Absalom the battle was in the wood of Ephraim  a poor battleground, for the wood destroyed more than the sword. That should not be. The weapon of destruction should be the sword, the word of God. So that the battleground is selected by God and the victory is assured. I do not go into all the details, because they are well known; but I would just show how the Lord would call old and young, brothers and sisters, into this, to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, and contend for it on the line of personal victory over oneself, of subjection to the husband, and of respect for the Lords commandments. So the battlefield was divinely chosen and victory is assured, for the Lord fought for Israel. 

    I conclude by calling attention to Jael, the wife of Heber, so that we might see how this same principle runs through this particular conflict. If we are successful in conflict, it will come to the doors of others of our brethren; faithfulness in conflict encourages others to come into it. Jael had no common interest with Deborah, her house was at peace with Jabin, and her tent was apparently open. But the very fact of her being at peace was used against the enemy, showing how that when we are right with God in the conflict, when our motives are pure and the faith alone is at issue, God brings everything into action for success. Here is a woman who obviously had no personal motive, and yet she is brought into the conflict in the most effective manner, and what she deals with is the head. She sees that in that head, as it were, the power lay. Just as headship according to God is Christ so we see that headship on the enemys side is in someone else. That is the idea from the very outset, that the opposition was to be overcome by the enemys head being bruised. The serpents head was to be bruised, and it has been bruised. So here the head of Sisera was pierced with a tent-pin by the hammer in a womans hand  a remarkable triumph. 

    I am speaking of this because it is important to see that as we are faithful in contending for the faith once delivered to the saints, the thing spreads and others come into it effectively. Jael takes what is available and she smites Sisera, so bringing to nothing the whole system of Jabin, king of Canaan. So to finish the beautiful history of Deborah, her song in the next chapter speaks in most affectionate and deferential terms of her sister in the conflict. Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed shall she be above women in the tent! The feminine side, as contending, is brought into blessing in the mind of the Spirit of God. Then you have the final word: let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might. That is the prospect, dear brethren. The conflict is really a question of a long time and there is this beautiful ending: let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in his might. 

  

  
    MAINTENANCE OF THE TESTIMONY BY MEANS OF MATERNAL INSTINCTS (JT 97)
    

    
    
  
  
    MAINTENANCE OF THE TESTIMONY BY MEANS OF MATERNAL INSTINCTS (JT 97)

    Judges 4: 4 - 9; Judges 13: 15 - 23

    JTWhat is in mind is that we might see how, when the paternal feature of a position is very weak, the maternal comes into prominence and is used to maintain the position designed of God in testimony. 

    The paternal side includes those who, according to divine ordering, should take the lead, representative of God. The maternal refers to the saints as a whole but as exercised and possessing feelings and affections proper to the mother; the idea of the mother from this point of view is set out in Galatians; Jerusalem above is our mother, she is the free woman, and, as free, is uncontrolled or uninfluenced by natural feelings. We have natural feelings which tend to bondage. This book sets out these two thoughts particularly. 

    It begins with the full representation of the fatherly thought in Caleb, but this lapses, as is evident, and consequently we have the successive sorrowful invasions of evil of one form and another. Evil finds its place amongst us on account of weakness on the paternal side and so Deborah is referred to as the first to manifest these instincts which are in mind in the thought of a mother, a mother in Israel. The idea of women in the things of God is seen perhaps in its most exalted way morally in this book and on the other side, alas, in the most degraded way. The book affords examples of the most degraded feminine features, so that it corresponds with the history of christendom. We have the feminine side in the assembly viewed in a motherly way, as in Galatians, Jerusalem above, moral elevation and liberty by the Spirit. On the other hand we have, in Jezebel and in Babylon, the most degraded thoughts spiritually. 

    So that we may be helped in looking into the history of two women who are spoken of as over against the men associated with them. Both men are recognised as having leadership, both Barak and Manoah, but they are inferior morally to the women. The womanly side is used of God to save the position. 

    AMHWould you say a little more as to how the womanly side works? Is it through the sovereign activities of the Spirit? 

    JTIt is manifested first in moral qualities. Deborah represents victory, she sat under her own palm tree. It was her own and those who sought judgment came to her, not that she was an official but one who had moral qualities. Wherever these are, whether in man or woman, they are observable by the spiritual, so that I think the Spirit of God works in the saints as a whole in a subjective way so that we gain victory over ourselves and take that ground, and it becomes observable. Even if the fatherly side is weak or false the ground is held. 

    AMHIs that indicated in the beginning when Adam fails to lead, and the blessing is connected with the seed of the woman, but she has to learn to name the right child, and recovery is effected on that line, so that finally Adam names his last child Seth, and now all is reckoned from Adam anew? 

    JTThat is right. Eve mistook the child, when Cain was born, she said, I have acquired a man with Jehovah, Genesis 4: 1. She was the first to use the title Jehovah in Scripture and in this very relation, no doubt, too, having in mind that He had spoken of a seed as He did. The remnant will say, unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, Isaiah 9: 6. She evidently had thought that the seed was there; it was still a long way off, but it would come that way by the help of God. 

    EBMcCDeborah was living in liberty. She was free in that way to command. 

    JTShe dwelt under her own palm tree, the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim, and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment  up to her. 

    EBMcCThey were being oppressed mightily, but she seemed to be above the oppression and she is living in a fruitful place. 

    AMHDoes going up to her mean that the saints get to know if one has an elevated outlook and is able to throw the light of God upon matters? 

    JTThe door is open to all, especially to sisters. 

    Scripture abounds with illustrations as to how the mind of God may be found amongst them. Therefore the rank and file of the brethren ought not to rely wholly on their leaders. We are to follow and know and respect our leaders but each is to have his own relations with the Lord, to stand on his own feet and move on in that way. They came up to her as recognising that there was something there. She judged Israel. 

    RemThere is something spiritual. The needs amongst the saints have to be met spiritually and the service of God has to be carried on as well. 

    JTQuite so: especially to get judgment. One of the most difficult things is to get judgment that is according to God, because today the conflict generally throughout the history of the brethren is in maintaining right principles as over against natural feelings. I believe that that is what this book is helpful in, the idea of judgment. 

    JJJWould it be an element, rather than an individual, an element of the spirit of judgment in the locality? 

    JTIn each local meeting it is developed under this head, but it includes the saints. It refers to the saints viewed in this feminine way, as acquiring moral superiority over the flesh. The evidence of power is seen in the palm tree, so that each local company is able to move and meet its exigencies under the Lord. What is seen in Deborah would preclude mere natural feelings. Personal feelings and what I have known of the persons beforehand so becloud every issue that comes out; it is not that ones knowledge of brethren is not of importance because we should humbly in love have a judgment about each other before the Lord. But when we come to judge and administer we have to deal with facts, not feelings. I do not believe that Deborah would listen to a sister who came to her and told her something disparaging about a neighbour. She would send her back for facts and to bring another sister with her. 

    JWIs it important that they had to come to her for judgment instead of Deborah going to them? 

    JTIt shows the place she had acquired on moral grounds. The fact that they went up to her shows that she had become known as a person to be relied upon, and an element to be relied upon. 

    QuesYou spoke of the paternal side being weak. Is the paternal side able to judge? 

    JTIt should be. Judgment was given over to the head, the man. So that Barak is weak here although he is amenable to help and that is a great matter in a meeting. If there is anyone ready to be helped, most of the saints see the thing and encourage him to go forward in the right way. It may come out in the prayer, reading, care or ministry meeting to indicate what is to be done. 

    RemWhat is the force of stating that she was a prophetess? 

    JTIt is to bring out the feminine side. The note indicates that it is a woman prophetess. That would be redundancy if it did not mean that great stress is being laid on the feminine side. The Lord is called the male son in Revelation 12, on the same line. That is to stress the male side. 

    QuesDoes it suggest that being a woman prophetess and the wife of Lapidoth and dwelling under the palm tree of Deborah, she moved in the orbit allotted to her? 

    JTThat is the meaning. It is not simply a historical fact that she is the wife of a certain person but the stress spiritually is that she was a wife, not simply that he was her husband. 

    RemShe keeps to her orbit in not leading. She does not go as a leader. 

    JTA very retiring person you mean, a woman that does not push herself at all. Nor does she mean that the victory will be attributed to her; it is to Jael. 

    QuesWould this maternal element in a locality be more an element amongst the saints, including both brothers and sisters who are prepared to suffer for the saints? 

    JTThe assembly includes both, and the feminine side is just the relation in which the assembly as a whole stands to the Lord. The Lord represents the male or governing, leading element, represented, of course, in certain ones. 

    RemWhen it was a question of military action Deborah would still retire and put Barak forward. 

    She would not step out of her place in public. 

    JTShe would go with him to encourage him according to his request, and the way she alludes to Jael is significant as pointing to the absence of rivalry or ambition to shine herself. She makes much of her sister. 

    EBMcCAs she is able to take up judgment in the assembly she can receive a word to liberate her people; that shows the position she held before God. 

    JTThat is right. Therefore her word fits in with our own times peculiarly. He that has my commandments and keeps them, John 14: 21. Such a one will insist on the commandments, the law of the house, or the law governing any matter that we have to do with. Our salvation lies in finding that out and abiding by it. It is not my proposal, it is the Lords, she says in effect. 

    QuesDoes the reference to Barak in Hebrews 11 relate to this instance? Deborah is not mentioned there. 

    JTDeborah was in keeping with that anticipatively. She had no thought of being spoken of as possessing faith. Barak had faith but he was weak and she pushed him forward so that the divine principle was maintained. 

    QuesIs he the product of Deborahs exercise? 

    JTThat is saying a little too much. He must have had faith personally. The Spirit of God would not have presented him in Hebrews 11 if the element of faith were not there. The word was from God Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? Go and draw towards mount Tabor. There was something there or God would not have called him into this great service. He was to take ten thousand men from Naphtali and Zebulun, and Jehovah would give the enemy into his hand. He needed this support and so the brethren generally ought to support a brother amongst them if he is disposed to go on. They ought to support him to the utmost and not go beyond him. 

    RemShe sent and called Barak. Would the spiritual instincts of the saints know whom the Lord was about to use and able to use? 

    JTYou can see that. The divine current was there, and she was in it. 

    RemHer greatness was inside; it was not greatness on the battlefield. 

    JTI think she adorns the position. The idea of adornment is in relation to the feminine side very much. 

    RemIt sets forth a meek and a quiet spirit. 

    JTQuite so. Our sisters are said to be daughters of holy women whose adorning was not in the plaiting of hair, but in the hidden man of the heart. Deborah had the hidden man of the heart. Barak was the only one to represent that, as it were. It is a question of Christ and the assembly. 

    AMHShe must have seen some kind of quality of leadership in Barak, and if we get victory over ourselves as dwelling under the palm tree we shall be able to bring leadership more into evidence. 

    JTAnd support it where it is at all in evidence and make the most of it. 

    EBMcCIt is important that one should have a judgment. She had a judgment about Barak, Naphtali and Zebulun. She knew where to put her hand for spiritual men. 

    JTIn the next chapter the song of Deborah and Barak brings out the judgment that they had, but particularly she, as to all. The whole field is reviewed, and where praise is due it is given and where it is not deserved, it does not come forth. 

    JJJWould Deborah stand for a spiritual element in the meeting? 

    JTI think so. It is what is in the assembly as such; not merely in the leaders, but in the company, whether in brothers or sisters. So that it ought to work out in the meetings for deliberation as well as in meetings for executive purposes, so that we know what to do. 

    AMHIs it not a fact that spiritual qualities in the saints need direction to give them their best effect? You have a great deal brought out in the third day in Genesis, but the multiplying of living things is consequent on the sun and moon being set in the heavens. 

    JTThat began on the fifth day. The ordering of things is on the fourth, and the living creatures are on the fifth day. Thus life comes into being, and order, as we have Christ owned in heaven, in authority. 

    EBMcCBarak was wise to have Deborah go with him. She was the spiritual element. It would be scarcely right for him to have gone without it. 

    JTBarak says, If thou goest with me, then I will go: but if thou goest not with me, I will not go. So that the position would be absolutely lost unless she went. He is acknowledging his weakness and she says, I will by all means go with thee, only that it will not be to thine honour upon the way which thou goest. It is the way which thou goest, he is the leader in it; it is not the way in which we go, but the way which thou goest. She is pushing him into the lead in spite of himself. 

    JMHad Deborah a truer judgment of his qualities than he had of his own? 

    JTVery likely. It would be great encouragement. It is the way thou goest, as if he knew the way. John says the young men are strong and the word of God abides in them  it abides; that is, there ought to be courage in the strength, and guidance. The word of God abiding in you would indicate things to you. There is the readiness for every emergency in that way, in the young as well as in the old. The meetings that we have are undoubtedly blessed of God, and extra meetings in which there is opportunity for a prophetic word greatly aid in these matters, in view of exigencies arising that may baffle us; we may see no way out and yet there is a way out. Deborah indicates here that Barak knew it. She is giving him credit for that: the way which thou goest. She was with him in it. So that the thing is to get the clue as to the way we have in this book. Take the way to the city of Luz; they were to take the city and a man guides them in (Judges 1: 25). 

    You get the clue. There is a way. If we are simple enough there is always a way out or a way in. 

    AMHDo you think that in meetings for ministry light would be thrown upon difficulties that exist amongst the saints apart from their being taken up in care meetings? 

    JTIf we are intelligent as to the meeting the Spirit of God, as choosing the prophetic word, may throw light on the whole position and you feel the Lord has just given it for the occasion. 

    AMHThat would be Hath not the Lord commanded? 

    JJJIn referring to the prophetic word in ministry are you alluding to 1 Corinthians 14? 

    JTYes. That is the main point in the chapter. 

    It may be in a little way a brother says something that gives a clue. 

    QuesWould this suggest that there is more than one way to do a thing? Barak goes his way. A thing may be done sometimes on a lower level, sometimes on a higher level; it would be done but would not produce the same result. 

    JTI am sure that is true. The Lord is very gracious and helps us. 

    RemThis would be acceptable to Jehovah but Barak could have gone on a higher level with greater faith. 

    JTYes, if he had gone himself. But the way he goes is the way Deborah is honouring. She does not undertake at all to advise as to the way. 

    RemThis was his measure. Sometimes we have to do things according to our measure and feel it. 

    JTI think it is very beautiful to see the skill and seemliness with which she moves. She says, It is your way, as if to say, You will be at a disadvantage. 

    EBMcCIt is well to see that he does not go beyond his measure. He had his measure and he went according to his measure with Deborah. 

    JTThe general idea of leading is to go on yourself, and if anything is to be done, not to wait too long until the saints are all ready to move in it. In most cases if you are with the Lord and exercised and you move, the others will move with you. 

    JMWas she recognising that he was in command? 

    JTI think so. He is moving under divine commandment. She says, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? So that the position is a good position. But we are not to overlook the weakness in Barak because the Spirit of God is speaking to him, and to you and me, and every brother here, and saying, Do not do that. See to it that you have courage. Courage is the great feature of our position. Be strong and very courageous. 

    JMYou could not have true courage without a legal position as you said the other day. Is that right? 

    JTThat is right. You need the assurance that it is the divine way. Even so, he was failing in courage although evidently he discerned that it was the Lords word to him. 

    AMHHow necessary it is to take action directly He does call! You get Naphtali and Zebulun heartily responding; it just needed faith to call them. 

    JJJDoes light always govern the position, the moral side? 

    JTIt always resolves itself that way. Light governs the position; that means the principles governing it. 

    AMHThat is what you call the male side. 

    JTBrothers ought to be able to lay out what should be done. 

    JWIs not Jehovah gone out before thee? Deborah is in the mind of God. 

    JTShe has put it to him that way. It is very beautiful to see how David prayed in his conflicts and God graciously says, in effect, It is not to be just as it was the other day but this time you are to wait for the sound of marching in the mulberry trees; that is the assurance that God has gone before you. The burden of our prayers in all these matters is that God should go before us. 

    JMDo you think that Barak had recovered from his weakness when he sang the song of Deborah? Then sang Deborah and Barak. 

    JTThey had a good meeting, did they not? It is a song of triumph, full of instruction too. The victory is complete; it is a well-known history, but Deborahs prophetic word is justified now. Sisera was sold into the hand of a woman, as she said, Jael went out to meet him, ... and behold, Sisera lay dead, and the pin was in his temples. She had won the victory, and God subdued on that day Jabin king of Canaan before the children of Israel. 

    Before we proceed to chapter 13, there are other women to be noticed, the mother of Gideon who could not be classified with Deborah, and the wife of Manoah. The men slain at Tabor are said by their slayers to have been like Gideon, every one of them resembled the sons of a king and Gideon says, They were my brethren, the sons of my mother, Judges 8: 19. They suffered. Persons who suffer are representative of the mind of God at that particular time. 

    These men were like Gideon, but it brings out that the ideal of Gideons mother must have been beyond her husband, for they resembled the sons of a king. 

    If we have to suffer, I think it is well to have that in mind, the dignity in which we suffer. 

    JMYou mean there is a touch of royalty in suffering? 

    JTI thought that. It made the murderers more guilty. Those who attacked the assembly at the beginning saw that sort of thing. Saul went into houses and dragged men and women to the tribunals. 

    There was resemblance to Christ in them which made the thing more serious. Correspondingly, it is incumbent on us to carry that resemblance in conflict. 

    AMHWould you say in a way that what they suffered in dignity is bearing fruit now in Gideons day? Leadership is the result. 

    JTIt brings out the excellence of this mother. What a family she had! What reserves there were in Gideons day! There were more than come out in the details of the conflict; there were others like him. 

    RemYou mean the suffering is due to the fact that they bore a resemblance to Gideon? 

    JTThat is the way it is put. The Lord would remind us at all times that He is never limited to one; He has got reserves. The obvious lesson for us is to be like that. It is a great voice at the present time to young men. The Lord is calling them early. It is as if He intended the testimony to proceed a little longer, but if not, if He comes at any time, He would wish it to be manifested that He has enough to go on with. He may come at any time but He has resources. 

    AMHThey go from strength to strength. 

    JTAn abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom is to be furnished. Peter brings that side out. 

    RemIn referring to the sons of a king, did you have in mind that these features should mark the saints on the public side? The sons of a mother would be more the inside position. 

    JTThe idea of a mother is seen in the children. All these exercises of the assembly would be to bring forth what is like Christ. He represents the paternal side. You get paternal terms in the gospels. 

    RemThe scripture says, each one, not they. 

    JTEach one as he was put to death would be a testimony against his murderer. 

    Jotham in chapter 9 stands on mount Gerizim and makes a speech calling attention to the murderous character of Abimelech. He slew seventy persons on one stone. What a hard-hearted murderer he was! They were his own brothers. It shows what we are capable of  what a hard-hearted brother is capable of doing; there was no softening as one after another was murdered  seventy of them on one stone. Another thing that is to be noticed in the weakness of the paternal side is the incident of Jephthahs daughter. Jephthah was an effective leader but was wanting in a right spirit, wanting in wisdom, marked by rashness  a rather unsuitable feature for leadership. He was rash in his words although he was a man that was careful to utter all his words before Jehovah in Mizpah. We are reminded of the need of wisdom in leadership so that no one should be sacrificed unnecessarily. There was no sense at all in his vow. It was rash, useless and unwise. The result of the victory ought to be increase, not the destruction of a potential mother through his rashness. You have to consider what the bearing of your words may be. They may seem sacrificial words, but who is to sacrifice? Is the sacrifice to be yourself? If I talk about sacrifice I ought to think whose the sacrifice is to be. The destruction of a virgin was contrary to all right thoughts. 

    Then we come to Manoah. He is mentioned much in the chapter in which we read. His wifes name is not given, but the facts show that she was the more spiritual of the two. All this is to show that the order of God had been lost in these circumstances. The order of God seen in the selection of elders in the early days of the assembly has been lost and God has had recourse to the saints as a whole. 

    DDoes Deborah in a way stand in contrast? Her husbands name is given, Lapidoth. 

    JTHis name is an honourable one, signifying torch or light. It would mean that she, in principle, would have Jehovah as her Helper, He is represented there. 

    AMHIs your thought of Manoah that although a lead is being maintained it is not very spiritual? 

    There is a lack of Nazariteship in it. 

    JTThat is what I was thinking. Like Barak he is fully recognised but not until he prays. An angel appeared to the woman (verse 3); she told her husband, and then Manoah prayed. She discerns him as a man of God, an angel, showing that she is spiritual, but it is wholesome to see that Manoah prayed. If you are being eclipsed in any position, why is it? God respects prayer. Manoah is praying in relation to his position as husband, but not excluding his wife, and we have the answer. The Angel of God came again to the woman whilst she sat in the field. He comes not yet to the man, but to the woman. All this is to remind us that we are behind a little and there is need to stir ourselves up. Why is it so? Why is God acting thus? What comes out here and throughout the book is the idea of a man and that God would provide someone. Here it is Samson, the last of the judges. There is a great deal made of him. Hannah prayed that a man child should be given, but here God is providing Himself what is needed for His people and He is moving in relation to what is most spiritual. Why should He not be moving in relation to the leading brothers? Why is not something being done by them? They ought to be in the front and everything come through them. Why is it otherwise? Manoah misses it right through, although he prays, which is good. In his remarks to the angel he is behind his wife and at the end he said they were going to be killed. He was wanting, he was unspiritual. His wife says, If Jehovah were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt-offering and an oblation at our hands. What an excellent speech! It is a deduction from the knowledge of God that she had. She is speaking now not from any direct word, but from her knowledge of God. That always stands by us. 

    RemGod will carry these things through, although we find ourselves in a day of weakness. 

    JTIf there is one overcomer in the place He will stand by him in victory. He will move in that relation. He is very slow to pass by anyone that is a leader. If He does so it is because there is a secret cause. It is beautiful to see how the feminine side is ornamental in both these instances. There is no thought in either case to becloud or eclipse the man. 

    The head of the woman is the man. You see that maintained in Deborah. Barak was not her husband. 

    Headship is always found in the man even if he is not the husband. 

    QuesIs it important to see that time was needed to work out the result of this visit? 

    JTYes, the ordered time. God does not work aside from His own appointed order. 

    RemI was thinking of the years it would take for Samson to grow before there was result. 

    JTThe exercise was there. Deliverance has come morally if Gods man is on the scene, so it says the woman bore a son. The Spirit of God soon began to move him and to call attention to him and the child grew, so that the hope of Israel was there. 

    One often looks at young brothers, they are the hope of Israel. Every young brother and sister should be looked at in that way. And from that point of view if they take it in and move according to the instructions given here as to nazariteship the Spirit of God will soon come upon them and the victory is complete. 

    AMHThis careful instruction given us is that we may see that self-indulgence is the hindrance to leadership. 

    JTFlee youthful lusts. The light that God gives as to young people implies that the hope of Israel is there, because one generation passes away and another comes; and now this father and mother are already in possession of the light of God as to the position, and victory is certain. 

    JWWhat we have portrayed here is her true subjective state in moving with her husband. 

    JTTrue womanly qualities. Not a hint that she suggested to her husband that she got the visitation. A wife is apt to say things of that kind but there is not a hint of that here. 

    Another thing is the remarkable way in which the angel behaved, so as to induce spirituality and expectation of divine movements. He did wondrously. So that we are prepared for great things. I believe that is what the Lord is doing, preparing us for great things. 

    JMDoes she lead in spirituality and foresight in naming the child, instead of Manoah doing it? 

    JTWell, Manoah ought to have done it. It says she did it. The Spirit of Jehovah began to move Samson so that now we have the Spirit of God coming in definitely. 

    QuesIs it one point that the witness is maintained right through? God operates in this way through the woman and by increase that there may be a testimony rendered right through. 

    JTIt answers to what is coming on. God is endeavouring to bring us back to His order. The order of God in the assembly would be seen, not only that the enemy is to be overcome; that, I believe, is what is in mind in stressing the weakness of the leaders in this book. 

    QuesWhat is the suggestion as to the name? 

    JTWhatever the name means would be ex pressed in me. The name usually conveys what is to be expressed in a person. The angels name is secret. I suppose it alludes to what is inscrutable, God come out. Manoah was rather light, if not irreverent. He says, Art thou the man that didst speak to the woman? It does not seem to me as if he is just spiritual. 

    JWWould it be a lack of spiritual sensibility? 

    JTThat is what I was thinking, and the angels answer indicated that. How is it that thou askest after my name, seeing it is wonderful? There is a certain distance. It is irreverence or want of spirituality to assume to be able to compass what God is doing. 

    RemThat is a particular feature of the present day. There has been that element seeking to compass what is beyond being found out. Wonderful things have come out since. 

    JTEvery step of the Lord here from His birth onwards is incompassable. If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is. Even in His manhood we cannot compass Him. He is beyond us and that ought to produce solemnity and reverence. 

    DIt is one of the names of the Lord in Isaiah. 

    JTWonderful. 

    RemIs the womans superior intelligence shown in that she says, A man of God came to me in the first place? 

    JTThat is what I was thinking. And he seemed to have the appearance of an angel to her. 
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    Judges 5

    We could not suppose that such a lovely song as this would be given to us by the inspiration of the Spirit of God without there being important instruction for us in it. It is a song that we need to understand in a special way at the present time. This song is praise to God in a different way from the song of Moses, who celebrated the great actings of God in redemption, 

    and the fruit of those actings. I trust we have all learned to sing the song of Moses, but in the last days we have to learn to sing the song of Deborah and Barak. I suppose one would hardly be a Christian at all if one could not sing with Moses, but it is only overcomers who can sing with Deborah and Barak. The song of Moses is the common property of all: it is the song of the redeemed; but the song of Deborah and Barak is a song sang in difficult times, a song which celebrates how God comes in for His people, and how He provides what is needed for their deliverance in a very dark day. One is as important as the other. 

    This is the only song in Judges, and therefore it is of great importance. This particular victory over the king of Canaan is taken up by the Spirit of God as an occasion in which to point out how God would deliver His people at all times right on to the time when the wicked will perish and the righteous shine forth in the kingdom. It is a song celebrating Gods resource in a difficult day. When God intervenes to deliver His people, everyone is tested; that is how we are tested today by the way God comes in to deliver His people from oppression. We are tested as to whether we identify ourselves wholeheartedly with the deliverer or not. If God has brought in a deliverer, my place in the kingdom will depend on whether I identify myself with the deliverer, and am prepared to take my part in the conflict as a good soldier, or whether I evade it. If the latter, I might possibly come under the curse. 

    All utterances in Scripture have something distinctive. In this song God raises up leaders for His people. It is the celebration of divine leadership. For that leaders led in Israel, For that the people willingly offered themselves, Bless Jehovah, verse 2. The state of Israel is sorrowful as described in verse 7: The leaders ceased in Israel, Ceased until that I Deborah arose, That I arose a mother in Israel. There was no one in Israel to give a spiritual lead, and it has been like that among the people of God many times. 

    Verse 12 refers to the mother and leader. The mother is represented in Deborah who brings leadership into evidence, those who can cherish the Israel of God with maternal affection   that is the element that produces leadership. When God raises up leadership He does it in connection with the yearnings of the mother. You must have the mother before the soldier. Before the Lord raised up such distinct leadership as in the beginning of this century, there was the spirit of yearning and maternal affection for the people of God, and God answered it by raising up a spiritual leadership to deliver from all that hinders their enjoyment of the inheritance. 

    The principle of leadership was first established in the Lord Himself. The Lord is the great Leader, and it is only as persons follow Him that they are competent to lead His people. The Lord never departed from, or shunned the highway; He never went by crooked paths, and He alone is entitled to say Follow me. The apostles never tell us to follow them. Paul said, Imitate me, but the Lord was the only One to say, Follow me. 

    There is a way through this world, and the Lord went in that way, and He was the great Leader. He went to His own and He said, I have overcome the world. His last presentation of Himself to the assembly is as the Overcomer; even as I also have overcome, Revelation 3: 21. He is the One to follow. All leadership is found in those that follow Him. All others are patterns, never objects; the Lord alone is the Object. 

    There is another thing of importance, that is, that if the Lord provides a leader, or leaders, in His goodness for His people, He always provides followers, those that follow the Lord, those that offer themselves willingly. That is the great subject of the song  leaders, and those who offered themselves willingly to be identified in the conflict with the leaders. Meroz did not identify itself, and was cursed. There is a special application. If we are not prepared for conflict it is not much use to read Joshua or Judges; they are books for soldiers, for warriors. If we do not take part in the conflict, we shall not get the spoil. Nothing has been gained in the church of God since the days of the apostles, save through conflict, and God has continually aroused exercises in His people by raising up leaders. It is of no use to say we have no leaders; that challenges the faithfulness of God. How could God tell me to obey my leaders if there are not any! This has been the history of things in the church. There has been a great departure, and God has raised up a spiritual leadership in one or more, and all the overcomers have identified themselves with the leaders. The test of an overcomer is to be able to perceive when God is giving a lead, and to identify himself as a soldier with the spiritual movement of the moment. 

    Overcomers were the product of Deborahs ministry. God raised up a prophetic ministry  a prophetess. She carried on the ministry for twenty years. She was an overcomer, for she dwelt under a palm-tree. The result of prophetic ministry is a generation of overcomers. All those who offered themselves willingly are begotten of the prophetic ministry of the moment. An overcomer is begotten by the mind of God made known at a particular moment. 

    Reuben had great searchings of heart. He was tossed up and down, and ended in doing nothing. He represents a man who goes through a tremendous amount of exercise as to conflict, and great deliberations and debatings, but it ends in his stopping where he was. If he did not come to share in the battle, what is the use of his exercise? One has known people going through seas of exercise which end in their standing in neutrality, and there is no such thing in the wars of God. Neutrality is the base expedient of modern times. 

    From verse 14 we have a list of those who came up to identify themselves with the leadership of the moment to give their support: Ephraim, Benjamin, Manasseh (Machir was his son), Zebulon, Issachar, they all came up to help; and then there are those who did not come. It is like a grand review, like the judgment-seat of Christ. Now the battle is over, and the conduct of everyone is being reviewed. These tribes came up to help, and are mentioned with approval. Two tribes in particular get special commendation: Zebulon and Naphtali jeoparded their lives to death in the high places of the field, verse 18. We ought to covet that in every conflict. We all have to face some kind of conflict, and if we identify ourselves with the spiritual leadership of the moment, we may do it as an ordinary soldier, or in an extraordinary way like men who earn the Victoria Cross. The difference is mentioned. 

    But then there are those who did not come at all. Reuben had resolves of heart, many good resolutions; He goes through great deliberations, but he abides in the sheepfolds. Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleating of the flocks? In the divisions of Reuben there were great deliberations of heart, verse 16. Sleepless nights are of no use, if they do not bring you into conflict. The Spirit of God in Deborah and Barak asks the question, Why did not you come? With all your deliberations and resolves you never came; you abode in the sheep-folds. People say sometimes, We will not meddle with conflict; we preach the gospel; we look after the sheep. It is good to look after the sheep, but, if a war is on, that is the important thing at the time. 

    Gilead abode beyond Jordan. That covers Reuben, Gad and part of Manasseh; they abode beyond Jordan. That represents people who have not taken heavenly ground; they have no interest in heavenly conflict, and do not care anything about it; they stay beyond Jordan. Another is Dan, And Dan, why did he remain in ships? Dan remained in ships. I believe ships in Scripture represent the commerce of the world. Here is a man who is engrossed in money-making, and he has no time to take up conflict; he remains in his ships. Asher sat on the sea-shore and abode in his creeks, he just takes things comfortably. None of those tribes comes up, and they miss the spoil. If we do not come up we do not get the spoil of conflict. If I am in spiritual conflict I have no pleasure in fighting; that is not the end in view. The end in view is to gain something for oneself, something for Israel, and something for the Lord. Verses 10 and 11 show the gain: Ye that ride on white she-asses, ye that sit on carpets, and ye that walk by the way, consider. Because of the voice of those who divide the spoil, in the midst of the places of drawing water. There they rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah, His righteous acts toward his leaders in Israel. They got some of the spoils of the conflict. Paul says, All who are in Asia have turned away from me, and, Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age; he had gone down to ships. As time went on there were those who did not stand by Paul; they wanted easy times. They turned away from him and forsook him, but he gives honourable mention to some who did stand by him. 

    We must recognise spiritual leadership at any particular moment. If any are exercised and cry to God, God raises up a leader; that is the lesson of Judges. It is a picture of what went on in the church from the first days until now. When they felt they were in a state of departure and that the world was getting the upper hand, they cried to God, and God raised up a spiritual leader. There is a spiritual leading now, but it is not what it was at the time of the Reformation. God raised up Luther and others for spiritual leading in that day, and all overcomers identified themselves with it, but there is a spiritual lead today as certainly as then. When there is a falling off, 

    God intervenes again, with another form of leadership against the enemy. He does not always work on the same lines. The enemies today are not the same as those the saints had to deal with five hundred years ago. They are the same at the bottom, but methods are different, and we can only meet enemies today as we follow the spiritual leading of today, and identify ourselves with it. If we do not come up, we may get the curse. Meroz gets a bitter curse because he did not come up. 

    Then the attitude of Meroz seems to be set over against the extraordinary faithfulness of Jael. If one gets a curse, another gets a great commendation. Jael was a woman, and not of Israel. She might seem to be out of it, but her energy of faith brought her into it, and she acted in an extraordinary way against the great enemy of Gods people, and destroyed the enemys great general. 

    Jael established her right by this act of faith. She severed her old link in a moment. She is something like Rahab. There was a time in the history of Rahab when she severed her relations with her own tribe, with Jericho, its king and people. She formed new links with the people of God, and got a distinguished place in Israel. Jael had been identified with the king of Canaan; there was a covenant between them, but the time came when she recognised that Jabin was hostile to the people of God, and she broke her covenant of peace, and cut herself off from her old confederates, and identified herself with the people of God. She established her right to a place in Israel; she broke her league with Jabin. 

    The song finishes, So let all thine enemies perish, Jehovah! But let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might. The destruction of Sisera was a kind of foreshadowing of the destruction of all the enemies of God, and everything hostile to the power of His people. All will be destroyed, and the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

  

  
    LEADER AND SAVIOUR (JT 43)
    

    
    
  
  
    LEADER AND SAVIOUR (JT 43)

    Acts 5:31,32; Judges 5:1-3; Judges 5:9

    These scriptures, as you will observe, link the thoughts of leader and saviour together; they present them in Christ personally and also in others who participated in His Spirit in Old Testament times. It is the divine thought, that whether in those who participated in His Spirit before His incarnation, or in those who receive the Spirit from Him, redemption being accomplished, there should be in all services a correspondence to Christ. This is the divine standard, and where the Spirit has His place this will be attained. 

    We find that both Peter and Paul, assuming that the epistle to the Hebrews was written by the latter, laid stress on these two thoughts. It will be noticed that the word leader comes first in Acts 5; the word prince being properly leader. This word is used four times in the New Testament, and only by Peter and Paul. Both Peter and Paul use the word twice. Peter uses it in Acts 5 and also in chapter 3 of this book; Paul uses it once in Hebrews 2 and once in chapter 12. In each of these cases, save the one in the passage read, the use is specific. The first mention of the word in the New Testament is in Acts 3:15, where it stands in relation to life. In that passage the New Translation renders it originator; that is to say, Christ is the Originator of life, but then, the word means more than is ordinarily understood by that term. It means that He set the thing out, exemplified it; a most important matter, especially in leadership, that one should be the thing. The word, as seen in these passages, could apply to Christ only. So that we have, as I said, in the first reference, the Originator, or Leader of life. Life according to God is seen in Christ; in Him was life, we are told, and He has expressed it; and thus we understand it from Him. 

    In Hebrews 2 Christ is said to be the Leader of salvation. No one could be that but He. In chapter 12, He is the Leader of faith, and the Completer of it too; but in Acts 5 He is Leader and Saviour. He is introduced as Leader and Saviour in connection with repentance and remission of sins, so that we have a combination here that is peculiarly needed at the present time; that is, an apprehension of the leadership and saviourship of Christ. His leadership is more of a general thought here, although the effect of it, through Him as Saviour, is repentance and remission of sins. 

    In this passage, Israel is in view, but of course repentance and remission have a universal bearing. What a need there is for them! The idea of repentance must be kept before us, for we are apt to think of it as a historical matter only, once effected, with a result that is final, but Scripture regards repentance as continuous, and the need for the Leader and Saviour to give it, continues. The need of this combined service to unconverted people is obvious, but it is necessary for Christians, too, since in our case also there can be no remission without repentance; hence the necessity of the combined service of Christ for repentance and remission of sins. 

    The Spirit of God tells us that Peter and the apostles said these things, showing that the ground is very firm testimonially. God is pleased at times to furnish an excess of testimony in order to enforce what is in His mind. Then Peter adds that the apostles were witnesses  qualified persons, who were not only called upon to testify as to the truth, but were called upon by the Lord to be my witnesses, as He said (Acts 1:8). Earlier He had said, ye are witnesses,(Luke 24:48). To be a valid witness, one has to be a witness by experience or observation, and that was so of the apostles; these men were qualified witnesses, because of having seen or heard the things they testified to. They were qualified as trustworthy witnesses. Witnesses may fail us; our minds, too, are treacherous and we may fail to witness correctly, but these men were competent as witnesses. One of the most important things to learn is how to keep divine things in our minds; to have the ability to recall them as learnt; and so the Lord said to the apostles that the Holy Spirit whom the Father would send in His name, would bring to their remembrance all things whatever Christ had said to them. It lies in the power of the Spirit to do this, so that there should be accurate testimony; so that what we say is accurate, and we know it to be so. In truth, we speak so lightly and so superficially, that it is necessary that we be reminded that to witness really and truly we need the Spirit of God. 

    So the apostle says, we are his witnesses ... and the Holy Spirit also. And then, so as to make the position clear, he says, which God has given to those that obey him. We may say no testimony is reliable, save in those who are obedient, who obey God. If I have something selfish to establish through my testimony, I cannot be relied upon. In the very nature of things I am not reliable. It is the Spirit given to those who obey Him  that is, those who obey God. The Spirit is here thus; not in any theoretic way, but in persons, in those who obey God. It is in that sense that the Spirit is here in testimony; He has obedient persons, available persons, who can testify. God gives Him to those who obey Him. Let no one speak of having the Spirit aside from the element of obedience. So that Peter says, God has exalted Jesus as leader and saviour, to give repentance ... and remission of sins. And we are his witnesses ... and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him. What a witness to Christ in heaven! Thus we see the testimony coming through vessels that are qualified, first by appointment and then by possession of the Spirit whom God gives to those who obey Him. That is the position in this passage. 

    Now I want to enlarge on this as reflected in the Old Testament, and I have selected the book of Judges; a peculiar book in the sense that it was written by the Spirit of God to depict conditions at a time of departure from God; but of great energy on Gods part to meet the departure, and to save all possible. It is a salvaging book in a sense, and it shows that the greater the effort of the enemy in turning souls away from God, the greater the energy of God to recover and preserve all possible. As the apostle Paul says, if by any means I ... might save some (1 Corinthians 9:22). We cannot afford to lose one of the saints, and the leadership and saviourship of Christ is available and effective through repentance and remission of sins to this end, and there is no other way. If sin is at work in departure from God, the enemy has scope, which he uses to lead the saints captive. Think of being thus affected  one once regarded as a lover of Christ now against Christ! Why? Because Satan has captivated him for his will. And so this book shows the power of God, that by His operation, through chosen vessels, the tide of evil might be stemmed, as the apostle said, that I might by all means save some (1 Corinthians 9:22). 

    Well now, I wish to dwell first on leadership, and the gist of what I have in mind is that leaders led. A saviour is raised up, too; and he saves. He is not a mere titled man, but one that does the thing. So Deborah says the leaders led; and then in chapter 3, a saviour saved. That is a principle set forth in this book. No one has a right to any title of this kind, save as he can produce the result. It is the result that tells, and so it was with Othniel  he saved Israel. God raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, who saved them. 

    Now in regard of leadership, we have in chapter 5, which is one of the finest sections of the book, that the thing done is celebrated with a song. I have thought lately, that we do not sing enough; that singing in assembly service is curtailed amongst us to our loss, and that God loses through it, too. Indeed, it is my feeling that the service of God is largely in song. And so this chapter stands out prominently in the book as consolidating what was achieved in chapter 4. The word consolidated is a good one, and I believe the spiritual singing is very important as tending to consolidate the things that we have received or acquired. The apostle Paul in referring to the truth of the gospel, says to the Corinthians, which also ye received (1 Corinthians 15:1), but they failed to consolidate it. He says, which I announced to you, which also ye received (1 Corinthians 15:1), but then adds, unless indeed ye have believed in vain (1 Corinthians 15:2). What is received in the way of testimony from God in our minds must be consolidated, and that is very largely through singing. I do not overlook other things, of course, but I stress this thought, dear brethren, that we may look into it and see if we are neglecting the thought of singing, and disregarding its value in the service of God. I am not now thinking of singing as a pastime, but speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting with your heart to the Lord (Ephesians 5:19). The soul thus becomes filled and carried along as with a current; under those conditions Christianity becomes a reality to us, Christ being our theme. 

    Now Deborah, who speaks of herself very soberly and humbly in chapter 4, refuses to take the lead, but puts Barak forward  a fine example for sisters. She did all she could to make a poor leader a good one, and she succeeded. It is within the province of the sisters to do this, to so compass the brothers, to so move, as to convey to them the place which is theirs as head and to take up that place. I will by all means go with thee (Judges 4:9), she said, but he was to take the lead. She put him forward and he went forward. Up, she says, and Barak went forward, and there went up at his feet ten thousand men. And Deborah went with him. She had said to Barak, I will by all means go with thee, only that it will not be to thine honour upon the way which thou goest (Judges 4:9). Hundreds of years afterwards he gets credit, for it says in Hebrews 11 that Barak had faith. But Deborah said, Jehovah will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman (Judges 4:9). Barak later pursues Sisera, and is shown into the tent of Jael. She says, Come, and I will shew thee the man whom thou seekest, ... and behold, Sisera lay dead, and the pin was in his temples (Judges 4:22). Spiritually it is one of the finest of exploits, but it was Jaels, not Baraks. Sisera, the enemys great leader, is nailed through his head to the ground, for it is a question of evil headship, and hence the way is now cleared for the opening up of headship and leadership according to God. We can thus understand how fitting it was that this remarkable saint, Deborah, should lead in song. 

    Can we not picture this triumphant scene? There is Barak, Deborah, possibly Jael, and others, devoted servants of God, joining in this collective singing. Deborah and Barak sang; not that they merely composed a song, but they sang it. It was a singing matter. No doubt they composed it, the hymn or the song, or Deborah did; but the point is that they sang it, and the first thing they mention in the song is that leaders led. The Authorised Version is at fault in verse 2 of Judges 5. The thought is that leaders led, that is to say, there is a class called leaders, and the book of Judges emphasises that if one is a leader in name, he is to be one in reality. For that leaders led in Israel, sings Deborah, Bless Jehovah! It is a beautiful tribute to God. The theme of the song is to show that divine power enables the people of God to come through conflict to victory, and what fills the mind of the singers at the outset is that leaders led. It was a triumphant thought to Deborah; not that she considered herself to be the leader, and yet she was. But there was Barak; through her skill, grace, influence, and prophetic power, she had put him forward; showing that the saints can under God accomplish such things. It is within our province to encourage those who are leaders, that they might truly lead. There is thus in these verses an exemplification beforehand of the great thought of leadership, of which Peter speaks to the council, saying that God has exalted Jesus as leader and saviour, in view of doing something; to give repentance to Israel and remission of sins. 

    One is loath to leave this beautiful setting of Scripture in relation to the service of God, because it is so attractive; the service of God in which we have part is a growth. It is not a paper service, dear brethren, I need hardly say that to you; and yet perhaps it is needful to say it. It is a service in life, so that our Leader is the Originator of life; hence the increase of hymns, or songs. What we should look for is an increase of hymns, according to the development of the truth. It is a remarkable thing that we have only one or two hymns that directly refer to the new covenant. We have a remarkable collection of hymns and spiritual songs today  thank God for them! But as you look into them you find that there are very few which relate to the new covenant, and yet God is leading us on in that line; He is enlarging the thought of His love to us. The apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians just mentions the covenant in connection with the cup  in my blood (chapter 11:25); but he devotes a whole chapter to it in the second letter, and it is one of the richest chapters we have, in which he unfolds, in a parenthesis particularly, the wonderful richness of the ministry of the new covenant; showing that the ministry of the Spirit subsists in glory. Well, if we take the truth of it into our souls and enjoy it, and serve God in the assembly in the power of it, we shall need suitable hymns to express our thoughts and our affections; and, as I said, there is a lack of such hymns; although there are some among the older ones that are of that character, but are much neglected. What I mean to convey is that I believe the Lord would have us make the most of what is in our hymn-book with the thought before us that there should be more, and as we feel the need, God will supply it. 

    In Judges 5 we have singers: they have just emerged from a conflict; they are now triumphant! And is not Jehovah to have His part in it? Yes, He must have His part! They become priests, they say, Bless Jehovah! and, as if Deborah herself were deficient in expression, she says, Awake, awake, Deborah! ... Arise, Barak ... thou son of Abinoam! (Judges 5:12). The principle is, she is calling upon all that is within her to serve God; she brings the result of this great victory into the service of God. In this sense there is to be the development of life amongst His people, and we are to express it in our song. Spiritual songs as sung in the Spirit are delightful to the ear of God. 

    The first thing Deborah has in her mind is that leaders led, and her song ends with the lovers of God. What are the lovers of God to be? They are to be as the rising of the sun in its might. Hence, dear brethren, what an opportunity there is for us! Who are the leaders? You may think a leader is some distinguished person; he is in a way, but a leader is one that goes before. We read of a little child leading; he is one that goes before, and if I go before the people of God at the present time, I have to be prepared for suffering. That is the way; even as the song here reproves those who remained in ships and failed to go forth in the great day of conflict, and take their part in the conflict. But she says, leaders led. That is to say, the great point in the chapter is what is done. If I am a leader, I lead; if a saviour, I save; if a brother, I love  for we have to love too. At the outset, this book introduces Judah and Simeon, in brotherly relationship; they loved; Judah makes room for Simeon in his territory; they are brothers who are brothers, as there are saviours who are saviours, and leaders who are leaders. That is the great idea of the book; otherwise they are only such in name and nothing more. 

    Well, that was what I had before me to present, dear brethren, and I think you will conclude that God is giving us great opportunities at the present time; in fact, I have not been more impressed in recent years than I am now, that what God is doing requires to be carried on. The book of Judges shows that we are to go on, and that what God has in mind is to go on; and if it is to go on, we must be as brothers who love, who make room for one another, just as Judah made room for Simeon. Simeon went out with his brother Judah and fought with him; the Spirit presents this to us as we open the book. If this work is to go on, we must have brothers who make room for one another; we must have saviours who save; warriors who go to war; and leaders who lead. That is the great principle and one is assured that those required are here. This song of Deborah also includes in it her thought of the governors. You will find that word governor several times; it is another word found in the divine vocabulary; so that the Scriptures are indeed a divine treasury. Zerubbabel was governor of Judah, according to Haggai, in a day of small things. How great the need today for men who can govern. I have been speaking of leaders who lead, but then governing is a question of moral influence. The governors of Israel are those who can rule in the house of God. The apostle gives the qualifications in the epistles to Timothy and Titus, and the need for it exists today, not the official thing, of course, but those who have weight and who can say what is to be done, so that what should not be done is exposed and set aside. 

    God will help us in all this, dear brethren. Christ is leading, giving us the example, as in everything, and the book of Judges shows how these things work out in detail, with the result that there are to be leaders who lead and saviours who save, and hence a song of praise to God, a contribution to the service of God, in which Jehovah is blessed. Then finally we have those who love Him; for, dear brethren, everything in the long run must lead to that. From our side it must be a question of loving God. If there are no lovers of God there are no inhabitants for heaven. Love is the life of heaven, and the song ends with that; Let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might, Judges 5:31. 

    May God bless the word! 

  

  
    WELLS AND SPRINGS (10) (JT 52)
    

    
    
  
  
    WELLS AND SPRINGS (10) (JT 52)

    Joshua 15: 16 - 19; Judges 5: 11; Judges 7: 1 - 8

    JTWe have in Achsah the assembly typified as in the land, as belonging to heavenly places. Although we are still here on earth, this applies to the saints now, for it is said, God ... has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, Ephesians 2: 6. This phase of the assemblys position, involving spiritual enjoyment, can only be by the Spirit, because, clearly, it is in heavenly places. The upper springs would allude to that. It is only in the power of the Spirit that we can enter upon this ground consciously; not only having the light of it, but consciously entering into it by the Spirit. It is definitely a heavenly position, so that Achsah asks for springs of water; she had a south land, but she wanted springs of water. The inheritance being south would suggest favourableness. God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ, Ephesians 1: 3. The Spirit is alluded to in the springs. 

    CAMIt was a gift by her father! 

    JTYes. He had a distinguished history, and her husband, Othniel, was related to him, so that family feeling and spiritual affinity are strong there. We are in the most exalted and blessed environment in this type. The husband is distinguished in his military prowess, the father outstandingly distinguished, and now the spouse is distinguished in her understanding of what is needed in the position. This blessing is needed. In addressing her father, Achsah is marked by energy. She sprang off her ass, and she recognised her husband in urging him to ask; she knows what to do. The type is striking as to how she comports herself. She wanted springs. She did not say, Give me a spring; but springs, and he designated the upper and nether. 

    ANWDoes what you have said explain why so much room is given to prayer in the epistle to the Ephesians? 

    JTYes. The first is in regard to light: Being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, to know what relates to God the Father  the hope of his calling, the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints and the surpassing greatness of his power (chapter 1: 18 - 20). The second prayer relates to the Fathers Spirit working in us, which is what we are considering now: In order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God (chapter 3: 18, 19). 

    AATTo what do the lower springs refer? 

    JTI would connect them with Romans; the Spirit regulating and maintaining us here, in the sphere of responsibility. Romans 5: 5 says, The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. That would be the basis of the springs. Then in chapter 8 it is said, That the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit (verse 4). The first part of chapter 8 particularly treats of the Spirit, mentioned some thirteen times, running into the thought of being led by the Spirit. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God (verse 14). It would allude to the final stage of the wilderness. Instead of being led by the light of the cloud on the tabernacle, we have the springing well, which alludes to the Spirit, the power by which we enter into Canaan. The upper springs would be the Spirit as viewed in Ephesians. It is the Fathers Spirit there. It strengthens us in the inner man. 

    ABPIs there a parallel with Acts 19? 

    JTThat is a connecting link with what is before us  Pauls concern as beginning the work at Ephesus. He came through the upper districts, and having found twelve men there, who evidently were there by divine appointment, he is especially concerned whether they had received the Holy Spirit when they had believed, putting them on their spiritual history. The point is that we should be maintained on the upper line. The lower line is Corinth, which corresponds somewhat to what we said about the Spirit in Romans  the nether springs. Apollos was there, and Paul came in on the upper line, and raised this question of the Spirit with these twelve men at Ephesus. He referred to their history; whether they had received the Spirit when they had believed. This is a matter of prime importance to the subject in mind; that is, the assembly which was developed at Ephesus; developed on the heavenly line. It says in Ephesians 1, In whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (verse 13). They are taken account of as sealed, and the Spirit is the Earnest of the inheritance. The apostle refers to their history as having believed. He says, In whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will, that we should be to the praise of his glory who have pre-trusted in the Christ: in whom ye also have trusted, having heard the word of the truth, the glad tidings of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to the praise of his glory, Ephesians 1: 11 - 14. I think that is linked with Acts 19 and our present scripture. It is stressing what they came into in the gift of the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest of our inheritance. 

    ARIn Acts 19 Paul asked the twelve men as to the Spirit; in the scripture read in Joshua, Achsah does the asking. 

    JTThat brings in the assembly; the feminine side is before us; how she acted and spoke. It is not that anyone had suggested springs to her. The apostle suggested the Spirit in the antitype. He raised that question at once, connecting it with their histories since they had believed, because we can have no part at all in this matter aside from the Spirit. 

    CAMWould you say that the twelve at Ephesus had not followed the cloud? You said there came a time when the well took the place of the cloud. 

    JTYes; it is the final part of the wilderness  from Numbers 21. It is as many as are led by the Spirit of God after that, which Romans 8 contemplates. It is still a wilderness position, but it is by the Spirit. At Ephesus there were twelve, as if specially ordered by God in view of the great work that was to take place there; a complete administrative number, and hence Pauls question as to the Spirit. They said they had not heard whether He had come. So that they were defective as to current light. Apollos, in the previous chapter, was in a similar position, knowing only the baptism of John, but evidently he knew more than they did because he preached in power; he needed some adjustment, but not as much as they did. 

    CAMWould you say that the cloud was moving, up to that part of the Acts, toward Ephesus? 

    JTYes. The movement of the cloud is seen after Acts 7. That chapter is one great landmark, and then in chapters 11, 12 and 13, it is a question of bringing Paul in. It is then the change-over to his ministry, and these men at Ephesus were defective. Although they had light through John, they had not followed up that light. They should have found out that the Holy Spirit had come, but they had not heard. That was no excuse, because it was to be heard. From the very outset Peter announced the fact that, having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which ye behold and hear, Acts 2: 33. 

    JTJrWe have what is in Christ up there. According to Ephesians, things are in Him: in whom we have redemption through his blood (verse 7). It goes back to the initial thought of redemption and forgiveness of sins, but as being linked up with Christ in heaven. 

    JTI was thinking just today about the pattern that Moses received. God says, See that thou make them according to their pattern, which hath been shewn to thee in the mountain, Exodus 25: 40. So the idea of elevation enters into it. The full thought of Christ is reached as we apprehend Him in heaven; even as to our own transformation, it is according to His body of glory. The full thought is there, and in resting in anything less than that, we are defective. So John says, We know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is, 1 John 3: 2. Even as he is, we also are in this world (chapter 4: 17). It is the full thought that is to be kept in mind, and what have been our histories since we believed. 

    ARThe apostle Paul stresses the idea that God has set Christ down at His own right hand in the heavenlies. We are to apprehend Christ there now. 

    JTYes. Paul reached the position, because he says that he was caught up to the third heaven, that is, as far as the third heaven (see footnote to 2 Corinthians 12: 2). That is the highest creature point, I should think. 

    JHEHow perfect Scripture is! The upper springs are mentioned first, and then the lower. We should be in the upper realm, but then the spring is available in the lower sphere to help us, too. 

    JTThat is it. Apollos, we are told, was at Corinth, as if the lower position is maintained. If we do not maintain the lower, there will be a fall, and that is what happened at Ephesus. We will become unbalanced unless the lower position is maintained. 

    JSShould we go from Romans 8, spiritually, to Ephesians? 

    JTThat is right. Colossians is a corrective link. But, as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God, Romans 8: 14, connects directly with Ephesians. 

    ARPaul says in Ephesians 1: 22, And gave him to be head over all things to the assembly. Is headship operating from Him as having sat down at the right hand in the heavenlies? 

    JTJust so; God having given Him to be Head over all things to the assembly. So that the position is above, clearly, and all is operating from that point of view in Ephesians. 

    CAMWould the smiting of Kirjath-sepher suggest Christs greatness in what He has accomplished? 

    JTIt is an allusion to His military prowess; Kirjath-sepher is the city of the book; a city of literature. 

    JSWas it not at Ephesus that they burned the books? 

    JTThat is the fact. It is a remarkable account of the work of God through Paul. There is no account like it  the immense power there was. It is said, at that time, that napkins taken from Pauls body effected cures. 

    ABPWhat would be the significance of the books, in a practical way, at this high point? It would be easier to understand them as a hindrance to us on a lower level. 

    JTIt is worth considering. There are two cities mentioned in this chapter, related to each other: Kirjath-sepher, the city of the book, and Kirjath-sannah, the city of instruction. The idea of education enters into both. Such cities, in all times, have leading places in the world. What Othniel overcame would mean the overthrow of the world as it is built up. Education has one of the greatest places in it. Books, of course, go with that, but they are regarded by themselves; so the books were burned at Ephesus. 

    JSKnowledge puffeth up. 

    JTThat is right; but it belongs to this position; it belongs to the Ephesian position. It is Joshua we are dealing with  the heavenly position. It is the standpoint of christianity fully understood, because the vessel of Acts 10 came down from heaven. It did not start from the earth; it started from heaven, and man competes with that. That is competed with and overcome in mans idea of things, and that is what the present world is. 

    ANWIs that why you have the stepping-stone of Colossians between Romans and Ephesians? Is not Colossians to concentrate headship in the Lord Himself outside the range of philosophy? 

    JTThat is right Everything must come from the Head who is in heaven, for He is there, sitting at the right hand of God. He is made Head up there; given to be Head over all things to the assembly. 

    ABPDuring the period of the so-called Reformation it was definitely of God that there should be many who were highly educated so that the structure of the truth might be unfolded accurately, and we get the benefit of that today. But would it be right to say that is hardly a necessity now that the truth has been opened up, in the ways of God? 

    JTJust so. The languages in which God had spoken needed to be understood thoroughly, and it was right there should be a research into the history of the Bible. That is certainly a history to be considered; the history of the Book of God. Men in those days were raised up and able to do that, and even later than that. But then, that is done, now. Of course, we need education in the ordinary sense, but the two cities taken by the men of faith in Joshua would mean that education as a worldly advantage has been overthrown in the minds of christians, and so, as we have just said, they burned the books at Ephesus  a very large number of them too. 

    JTJrWould baptism protect us in the matter of education? The household being baptised, education would not be allowed which would damage the children. 

    JTBaptism is the exclusion of the world. That is one principle in it. You do not need the world, as such. Colossians pursues the subject of baptism. Chapter 2 deals with these things; philosophy and vain deceit were to be refused. And so the apostle brings in baptism and carries the thought of resurrection into it, which we do not get elsewhere, showing it is an exclusive thought in Colossians, shutting out mans world. 

    FNWIs the principle of separation essential to divine education? Paul separated the disciples before he taught them in the school of Tyrannus. 

    JTThere is a sequence there. Separation from those who were hardened or refused the truth preceded the reasoning by Paul, which was carried on in the school of Tyrannus for a good while. We thus have education in separation, but it is regulated. It is not loose. Baptism enables us to exclude what would be harmful. The school of Tyrannus would mean authoritative education. If anyone brings in anything, as in Colossians  such as philosophy or vain deceit  there is no quarter for it. 

    AREducation in itself tends to culture flesh; the school of Tyrannus would not do that. 

    JTThat is the point in his name being mentioned. He is authoritative and the principle is that he will not suffer what is contrary to this position of education. The world copies what God has brought in. That is a remarkable thing. In the first world, that, the antediluvian world, there were giants, men of renown. They may enter into Greek mythology. You get the acme of education in this world, in connection with Greek mythology and the like. Well now, God takes up the Greek language. He robs the devil, in that sense, by using it especially in the New Testament. It is a remarkable thing. The greatness of those men undoubtedly began with their ancestor, Cain; and he named his son Enoch. There were two lines; the line of the children of God running from Adam through Seth. Seth is the link on that line, and he called his sons name Enosh. That is, that he was liable to death. He was not going to build on that line; men then began to call on the name of the Lord. Faith was in exercise, culminating in Enoch. Now Cain began his line with Enoch; the same name. That means that the devil is taking on anticipatively what belongs to God. It is the same name exactly. So that Cain, or his posterity, would say, We have an Enoch too. We have education too. But there is no idea of the seventh from Adam in that education. The seventh from Adam, as having called his wife Eve, is the line of faith, whereas Cains son is the line of this world. He calls the name of his son Enoch, and he calls the name of the city Enoch. They would say, This is the idea. This is the city, really, of the book, or the city of education, because all the sciences are in Genesis 4; they are in Cains world. 

    It is of the greatest importance that we should understand this elevation that we have been considering. It is education that comes out of heaven. Paul is the great leader in it. His ministry occasioned the burning of the books at Ephesus. But then he writes books; the greatest truths come out in his captivity epistles. 

    CAMHe uses the language which God had taken on. I refer to your remark that He robbed this world in that sense. Would you connect it with the fact that He led captivity captive? 

    JTYes. God has taken the Greek language. He did not make it. It was part of the worlds system, but He could use it, just as in the fall of Jericho certain things were taken on by God  not everything, but certain metals. They belong to Himself, abstractly, and of course, mans mouth belongs to God. Greek was a human product, but it was a language that God could use. They did not mean it for such use, but God used it. The Lord, having come through Decapolis, which is a realm of ten cities, found a man who could not speak right and could not hear, and this caused the Lord great exercise. What could it mean? It is the terrible effect of sin in mans mouth; mans mouth and mans ears and all the organs of hearing and seeing and speaking; but the Lord groaned. And having spit, he touched his tongue; and looking up to heaven he groaned, Mark 7: 33, 34. And the man spoke right. That is where it is said, He does all things well; he makes both the deaf to hear, and the speechless to speak (verse 37). How is God to be made known, save through mans mouth? It is said of Paul that he took the lead in speaking. Through speaking, the mind of God comes to us. 

    WRIsaiah confesses that he is a man of unclean lips, having heard in the temple, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! Isaiah 6: 3. You can hardly reconcile that in the midst of such conditions. 

    JTYes; and he was purged through the coal applied to his lips. The seraph touched his lips with the coal from the altar and he was purged. So that John says triumphantly, These things said Esaias because he saw his glory and spoke of him, John 12: 41. He became qualified to do it. 

    FSCHow would you reconcile Pentecost with the time of the Reformation? 

    JTIt was the power of the Spirit there. They spoke with tongues at Pentecost, as is emphasised in Acts 2; the power of speaking with tongues; but there were no such gifts in the days of the Reformation, or later. It is a question of men learning, through ordinary means that God provided, to bring out the Scriptures in the accuracy of the original languages in which they were written. Thus christians may be assured that what they have in their hands as the Bible, is divinely inspired. 

    ABPIf our young people feel restriction in education because of not being allowed to go to the universities, a study of the sanctified books would be a development in education which would help them in natural things as well as in being approved of God. 

    JTThat is so, I am sure. You will find a spiritual, godly brother will get on in anything that is right. Piety is profitable for everything. I think the brethren will see that the education suggested in the cities we have referred to in Joshua 15 was displaced by education divinely acquired. No doubt all the apostles spoke Greek and other needed languages. It is a matter of divine gift; the gift of tongues. We hear them speaking in our own tongues the great things of God, Acts 2: 11. With Paul, however, it was not so primarily; although he had tongues by the Spirit too. He said, I thank God I speak in a tongue more than all of you, 1 Corinthians 14: 18. But evidently he knew Greek through ordinary education. 

    AROf the twelve men at Ephesus, it is said they spoke with tongues and prophesied, corresponding with Acts 2. They got the gift of tongues by the Holy Spirit. 

    JTThese things are very practical, arising out of our brothers question as to Pentecost; how language came in then. It was not by education of the schools; it was by the sovereign gift of God by the Spirit; but later on, in the Reformation and in our times, it is a question of ordinary education. God helping certain men in acquiring what was needed for accurately translating the Scriptures. The Bible we have now is a product of that. 

    ARPaul says, If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, ... 1 Corinthians 13: 1. Would that show that the Holy Spirit is necessary to every feature of the ministry? 

    JTJust so. Everything must be by the Spirit. I think we all ought to try to get this thought of the heavenly line of things; how we are viewed in Ephesians, 

    anticipatively, as raised up together and made to sit down together. The together there refers to ourselves in the heavenlies in Christ. It is anticipative of the coming day, but it is also present, as a matter of light, to be taken in by faith, and entered on by the Spirit. That is what the upper springs mean; the power by the Spirit to apprehend and enter into heavenly things. 

    ARThe Lord has ascended far above all heavens that He might fill all things; and from there we get gifts. 

    JTExactly. It is from that point we get gifts. All come down from there. 

    JTJrPeter was adjusted on the heavenly side when the sheet came down. He had to be adjusted as to the brethren. 

    JTThat is the lesson he had to learn; that the assembly is out of heaven. It is not the historical assembly; it is out of heaven. Peters name is in the foundation, but the assembly coming down out of heaven involves Pauls line, and Peter had to understand that. 

    ARWould you look for every person who has gift to demonstrate in some way some heavenly feature? 

    JTThat is the idea. He has given some apostles. Notice the word gift in Ephesians includes the person; not only something in him, or something given to him, but himself. In Corinthians they are set in the assembly, but the gifts in Ephesians are from Christ in heaven to the assembly; the whole man is a gift. Some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers (chapter 4: 11). No sign gift is mentioned. It is what is going on today in the building up of the assembly. We do not need sign gifts when the whole truth is out. 

    Now, as to Judges; it is to be noted that the passage which we have read from Joshua is to be found also in judges; this meaning, I think, that it comes into our own time, the time of failure. Failure had taken place. 

    Sign gifts do not come into our times, but all that lies in the Spirit in an ordinary sense of gift to us is available. These springs come into our own times; remnant times; times of failure; and so we get Achsah in the book of judges. It is a question of springs in relation to heavenly places. 

    QuesAt the end of judges it is said, In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes (chapter 21: 25). Does that synchronise with the present situation? Everybody does as he likes, whereas Gideon, in chapter 7, leads on spiritual lines. 

    JTAnd in Deborahs song we have the word that leaders led in Israel (chapter 5: 2). Then our verse reads, Because of the voice of those who divide the spoil in the midst of the places of drawing water; there they rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah, his righteous acts toward his villages in Israel. Then the people of Jehovah went down to the gates (verse 11). That is regulated mutual service, and it is in the midst of the places of drawing water. It is a phase of our subject. It is important as to our Bible readings. It is after a great victory, and the prophetess alludes to persons who divide the spoil. Each one who participated in the battle would have some spoil. The allusion would be to the victory, the spoil, and the voice of those who divide it. How pleasing to heaven it must be at spiritual occasions where different voices are heard; not voices of this world, but those who divide spiritual spoil! Anything anyone has is to be divided. It is not to be his own in any selfish sense, but to be divided in the place of drawing water; that is, where people come to get the water. These voices are very suggestive. 

    ARVerse 10 says, Ye that ride on white she-asses, ye that sit on carpets, and ye that walk by the way, consider (verse 10). Does that enter into our Bible readings? 

    JTYes; it is an appeal. These are matters for us to consider at the place of drawing water. You go there because you must have the water. But then, it is the voices that you hear there. What kind of voices do you hear at a well where there is nothing else to get but literal water? Usually nothing helpful. But when spiritual refreshment is sought, how different! Judges opens with the brightest days of the book of Joshua; that is, the springs which Caleb gave to his daughter. That is the thing, and it is what came out in the final recovery in the history of the assembly. It is the first thing brought up again; that is, Christ in heaven, and the Spirit here in the assembly. There was not the same outward testimony, for remnant times are in mind, but the general position, in principle, was secured. 

    ANWThat is evidently conveyed in the word rehearsed. 

    JTI think that is just what has come out in this matter of conversational ministry, so to speak, where we converse with one another, as Paul did at Troas. They conversed after the breaking of bread and then they went away. It was the voices of those who divide the spoil at the places of drawing water; so it is not reformation! It is the revival of the earlier features. 

    ABPThe Spirit of God has allowed us to listen in, as it were, at the place of drawing of water in John 4. Wonderful things were being spoken there  God is a spirit; and they who worship him must worship him in spirit and truth (verse 24). 

    JTThe whole of Johns ministry, especially his gospel, is to bring us back to the beginning in our consciousness, and so the Lord says of the Spirit in chapter 14, And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter (verse 16). He ... will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you (verse 26). That is, the first things are brought up again. Remembrance runs along with the effect of the Lords supper. 

    FHLWould the end of Acts 2 be included? 

    JTYes. The whole position is brought back in the way of light, and the Holy Spirit brings back the consciousness of it. 

    CAMIt gives a wonderful meaning to the book of Judges. It is a rather depressing book, but what you are referring to, bringing it into these last hundred years, really gives it a very beautiful link. 

    JTThe angels activity in chapter 13 enters into this. He did wondrously; but in that same chapter you have Samson. He represents the underlying thought of God. He grows. He grows up and he is blessed of Jehovah, and the Spirit moves him in the camp of Daniel The Spirit moves him; that is the thing. That brings you back to the beginning. It is a question of spiritual movement; for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God, Romans 8: 14. That is what has come out in our times. It is not great exploits, but it is growing up normally. We are not coming in by short cuts; we have grown up in the position if we are in it according to God, and then the Spirit moves you in the camp of Dan, that is, your own locality. 

    FNWWould these references to the places of drawing water, the villages and the gates, have in mind recovery of the local assembly truth? 

    JTI think so. The village would allude to the local assembly, I think. Now things are as they should be. Leaders are leading, and villages are being revived. In earlier days it was not so, Deborah says. 

    ARSo that there was a revival according to what she says in verse 12: Awake, awake, Deborah! awake, awake, utter a song! Arise, Barak, and lead captive thy captives. That is really Ephesians 4. It is going back to what was at the beginning. 

    JTI think that is the lesson in what we are engaged with now in Judges; the revival of what had ceased. It has come to light again. So you have leaders who led in Israel  gates and villages that did not exist before, 

    but they do now, she says; and this matter of the voice of those who divide the spoil in the midst of the places of drawing water is most suggestive. It is like the Bible readings, we may say, because it is through them largely, that the truth has been developed. 

    TEHIn a small local meeting, there are great difficulties in dividing the spoil with so few at the readings. 

    JTThe volume may be small, but normally there will be something. A meeting may invite other meetings in a district, but this does not impair its status; but a district special meeting would, and should, be avoided. Deborah says here, In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel, ceased until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel (verses 6, 7). That is what you need in the little meetings; not simply the spoil, but motherly qualities, persons who can provide and convey the mind of God. 

    JTJrWhat our brother suggests in regard to small meetings might come out in chapter 7 where the army was greatly reduced. The fact that they were reduced did not mean there was not enough to carry on. 

    JTThere were plenty to carry on; there were too many. That raises another important question as to the use of the water. Do we use the water, taking it lazily or naturally, or taking it with the agility and skill of a dog? The point is to do it in a way that does not involve any loss of time. The battle does not suffer from your natural necessities. So that, Bring them down to the water is a remarkable thing, entering into our subject. And Jehovah said to Gideon, Still the people are many; bring them down to the water, and I will try them for thee there, and it shall be, that of whom I shall say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I shall say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. And he brought down the people to the water; and Jehovah said to Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down on his knees to drink (verses 4, 5). This is the test. Those who drink like a dog are set by themselves; and the others likewise. And then we are told, And the number of them that lapped, with their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men; and all the rest of the people bowed down on their knees to drink water (verse 6). So that the test is there, and the great majority were exposed to be just natural. They are assuming to be with Gideon, but they are exposed as on natural lines. 

    ABPThe water here would be a type of the Spirit? 

    JTYes. The general position is the spring Harod. It is a spring, the name of which means trembling  alluding to the state of the people. That is where they were. 

    JTJrIt is not those who stay home here; it is those who are sent home. 

    JTThey are exposed, and hence under reproach in the eyes of the spiritual. Those who lapped like a dog are mentioned first, and in the eyes of heaven they are taking the water properly. That is, in a spiritual sense; it is not done in a natural way, but in an unnatural way. 

    ABPWe should not say, That was a very good meeting, and then promptly forget what was ministered. Rather, we should be moved by what we have gathered up. 

    JTQuite so. You are marked off, set by yourself. Heaven is looking on. The spiritual are looking on. It is how you take the water; how you attend the meetings; how you read the Bible; how you appropriate spiritual things. 

    FHLWhat would you say about the twenty-two thousand who were afraid to go on? 

    JTThey were fearful. It must be borne in mind that this is a divine test. God is not saying they are bad people. He is bringing out one thing. He is going to reduce the number lest Israel should vaunt themselves, and God takes this way to make the test  how we appropriate the Spirit. The test is as to where we are; whether we are doing it on natural lines or on spiritual lines. And now proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whoever is timid and afraid, let him go back and turn from mount Gilead. And there went back of the people twenty-two thousand; and there remained ten thousand (verse 3). It is a remarkable process. Now this is going to be very drastic. It was a great test for Gideon and all the spiritual, but gradually they would see the wisdom of God, that this victory is going to be in the power of God: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts, Zechariah 4: 6; and that comes out in the persons being affected rightly in partaking of the Spirit. We must go on, for whether it is eternal counsel or ministry, it is Gods own number, and everybody, in final result  indeed everything must depend on Gods number, and He brings out His number here by this test. 

    RWSIt seems to be a secret test. God does not seem to tell Gideon what it is going to be, as if we can be prepared for it. 

    JTIt is the test that is going on. There is nothing happening among the people of God that He is not noticing. That is seen here. I will try them for thee, He says. Mark you, it was only when they went down to the water. It is remarkable how the passage reads. God says to Gideon, Bring them down to the water, and I will try them for thee there (verse 4). Notice, it is there. And it shall be, that of whom I shall say unto thee. This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I shall say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. Well, how is it done? God says it is through the way they take the water. He is acting through the way they appropriate the water, showing who the real ones are. And he brought down the people to the water; and Jehovah said to Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth ... (verse 5). He did not tell him that at the beginning; He kept this back until they were at the water. Jehovah says, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and give Midian into thy hand; and let all the people go every man to his place (verse 7). That is, God is doing it, so that nobody will escape what is going on amongst us. He is dealing with every matter and every person. 

    CAMI suppose the three hundred must have remained on their feet, or were ready to continue at once. It is quite a test when we are in the presence of spiritual ministry, to be ready to make a move at once. 
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    LOVERS OF GOD (JT 52)

    2 Timothy 3: 1 - 4; Romans 8: 28; Judges 5: 31

    My thought is to speak of lovers of God. That there are such in this world at the present time is undoubted. Indeed, Jehovah, as about to demand love from His people, said at Sinai that He had thousands of lovers even then  a matter that must have been of great moment to Himself, for God is said to be love; love is of Him. And so He values, more than any, love in others. He loves it, or rather, He loves the lovers, His lovers. He loves them because they are of Him, and the love that they have is of Him, and so He was not in this sense in poverty even at Sinai when about to assert His right to mens hearts, to their love. He had lovers already, and so today. Many of us here could count them even by the thousands, were we put to the test  thank God!  and it is fair to assume that most here, if not all, are amongst them. Hence, how delightful to God is this meeting; ones heart is sensible already of being in an atmosphere, in this sense, in that one is speaking to lovers of God and that God is pleased with them, whilst at the same time He would desire more and more such. There is to be a constant increase of love, and the idea is introduced in this first scripture amid that sorrowful list, dear brethren, of persons, nominal christians  a depressing list. What you will observe, especially if you are looking at the New Translation, is the recurrence of the word love, but only once as applied in a good sense, as applied to persons who love God. We have in the passage for instance, lovers of their own selves  a phrase that comes home in the way of a challenge as to how much selfishness may be lurking with us, although in the main we may be lovers of God. Then it is said as to the word covetous  lovers of money, which is the proper rendering. If I love myself I shall certainly love money, 

    and we are told elsewhere that the love of it is the root of all evil  a remarkable thing!  and yet we may not discern that in our hearts there is that love, a love called the love of money, or covetousness. The passage is not treating of real christians, but I am speaking to real christians and suggesting that, although we are real christians and lovers of God, too, yet there may be something of this lurking in our hearts  love of self and love of money, for they go together. Self is the most difficult to get rid of, I quite believe. It is surprising, and one has to admit it, how much of self there is in us, in oneself, at times quite unknown to us, through our minds moving in a certain groove. Indeed, we clothe self, we ornament it, without thinking that we are doing it, telling of our good deeds without meaning to do so in a premeditated way, but in our little tales we see to it that self, in some way or another, perhaps ornamented, is in the very middle of the picture. 

    Now, as James would say, My brethren, these things ought not so to be, and the constant ministry of Christ, the ministry of His death in the power of the Spirit, is to lead us to discern self. We are told that the Lord Jesus came by water and blood, meaning that in becoming incarnate, He intended to die. He did not come into this world to live as a man in flesh. He intended to die. He came by water and blood. He must furnish the water and the blood, and these are in His death, that is, when the soldiers spear pierced His side on the cross, there came forth the means of cleansing; and then we are told that the Spirit is the Witness. He keeps on applying the water and the blood. That is the order in Johns epistle. In the gospel, it is the blood and the water. The blood is the first mentioned as the fundamental thing, as the great fundamental doctrine of atonement, but the water is the first in view of christians being led to judge themselves  not only what they do and say, but the thing, that thing self that we so cling to and love. The Spirit constantly keeps reminding us of it, bringing before us the means of cleansing, for the water is for the removal of the person, so to say, in a moral sense, so that one can say, I am crucified with Christ. What liberty there is in that! What victory when he looks at himself as not only worthy of death, but of crucifixion! He has found himself out to be so mean, so incorrigibly mean, that only crucifixion could meet the case: So he says, I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me. Christ takes the place of self  the real Being, as it were, to actuate and control one, is Christ in the heart. No longer live, I, but Christ lives in me; but in that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me. 

    Then this love of money goes with love of self. Money is power. Other things are power. Knowledge is power according to mans estimate; and many other things that one could mention, but money is peculiarly power in this world. The love of it means that I want to acquire something to enhance myself. So that if self goes, if love of self goes, dear brethren, the love of money goes. Not that money may not be used, but there is a time when you have to apply Peters judgment of this  Thy money go with thee to destruction. After that, what is it? It is only what you get for it. It is well to have a judgment like that as to it. The Spirit of God uses terms of scorn as to it by itself, viewed in this sense, as acquiring things in this world that enhance one in it and make one more powerful. Simon Magus would buy the Spirit of God with money. How revolting to the spiritual mind that money should be used in any sense to influence the service of God here. So Peter and John came down from Jerusalem to see what transpired in Samaria, and this man had money. How he acquired it we are not told  no doubt by his magic arts; nefariously acquired, and he offers to buy the blessed Spirit of God with money. Peter says, Thy money go with thee to destruction. That is heavens scorn of the thing by itself. And so, beloved, the danger of the love of it! Young people think of it  the increase of salaries; young wives think of it, as to what they may buy to adorn themselves. All that is the enemys working, beloved brethren, among young people especially, the love of money is the root of all evil. 

    Well, then, it says moreover here, non-lovers, or having no love, in the end of the third verse, for what is good. We are told what was loved  self and money. Now, what is not loved. These things are most practical, and what is not loved is what is good. One might, of course, give a list of things that are good  all that is of God is good. What an abundance of good there is, and yet in the last days, these very days in which we are living, nominal christians are non-lovers of God, having no love for what is good. Dear young people, let me appeal to you to classify the good, to look at it straight and see if you do not love it. Young sister, challenge your heart and say to yourself, Can it be possible that I do not love good? These verses depict what is all around us, as you can see in almost all countries, in England and in other so-called Protestant countries; on the Lords day you see people going by the thousands out into the country, some of them in objectionable, unseemly attire. It is day of apostasy, and we have to face it, and it works out in this way. Timothy says, no love for what is good. It is evil and only evil every day. 

    The apostle finally says, lovers of pleasure. The enemy is building up his world in these modern times in order to gratify the great demand for pleasure. Pleasure has a great market abroad in christendom. The prices, the salaries, that are paid to the ministers of pleasure are fabulous. I am speaking of what I know, especially in countries that I am conversant with, the salaries that are paid to persons who furnish degrading, filthy pleasures to people are enormous. There is a great market for pleasure and people love it. That is what marks these last days, and young brothers and sisters are to look into this matter and test their hearts as to whether they are in any sense in this stream of love of pleasure. Then he adds, rather than lovers of God. God has been wonderfully set out, you know. He is no longer in thick darkness as in the Old Testament. In the tabernacle He dwelt behind the veil. There were no lights there. The candlestick was outside the veil. Jehovah dwelt in thick darkness, but now John says God is in the light. God is light, and He is in the light. He is declared and He is revealed. He has been shining all these centuries, and now in these last days we are all tested as to whether we love Him, and the verdict here is, by the Spirit of God, that the generality of the profession are lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. 

    Well now, I go on to the second scripture, the positive side, just to point out what has oftentimes been brought before us. The apostle says, We know not what we should pray for as we ought. Then he says, alluding to that, we do know that all things work together for good to those who love God. Thank God for such a person as this great servant. We continually have reference to him in our minds, this great servant who is intended to represent the mind of the Lord as to christianity in its fulness. He says, we do know  someone knew; he did, with others  that all things work together for good to those who love God. All things. Now that is victory, because the all things are workers, however adverse they may seem to be. Some of them may seem overwhelmingly adverse, but in time we shall prove that they are workers for good, that those seemingly adverse things are poised divinely, so as to work with what is not adverse, but manifestly in our favour, so as to produce good. It is the balancing, 

    as I may say, of the clouds. God balancing our circumstances perfectly, so that good is the result. You need them all  all the circumstances, all things, he says, work together for good  but to a certain class. One loves to think that one is in that class, the class that love God. There are such in the world, lovers of God, and all things  dark clouds, north winds, on the one hand, and south winds on the other, are all perfectly poised by God who loves us, so that they should work together. It is a combination. The whole physical universe, dear brethren, is on that principle, one element working with another element. I believe the whole system if we understood it, is so perfectly balanced, so divinely poised, that what may seem to be adverse is working for what is good, to produce an effect, and that effect is for the good of those that love God. The varying winds and climatic conditions are for good physically in the universal system, and what they set forth are for good morally for those who love God. You see, dear brethren that this is victory. Anyone who understands it and accepts the combination that God orders, comes in for the good  no such person can be overwhelmed; he sees that God is ordering things. Just as He has ordered the physical universe. He has ordered my circumstances, and all to the end that one thing should be produced, and that is good, thank God! 

    Well then, finally we have Deborahs song (for that is what is the theme of the chapter)  then sang Deborah, as you will observe, and Barak sang. This song is from victorious lips, triumphant lips, and the leader is a sister; the leader, too, in the great movement that overthrew the enemy. Deborah represents victory in sisters, beginning with victory over themselves, for she sat, as we are told, she judged Israel, dwelling under her own palm-tree  the palm denoting undoubtedly her victory over herself. Otherwise how could she judge Israel? No true Israelite, viewed spiritually, would go to a person who is not self-judged, for judgment. 

    They came to her for judgment, we are told. Why did they do that? Because she was capable of judging. How had she become capable to judge? She had learned to judge herself, to acquire the victory over herself. He that ruleth his spirit, we are told by the wise man, is better than he that takes a city. She did that, and she soon acquired a reputation among the spiritual for being capable of judging, and they came to her. We never need to advertise ourselves if we are self-judged. Those who advertise are conscious of the poverty of their commodity. It is as I am conscious of the wealth of my commodity that I use it, I know that those who need it will make a path to my door, and that is what they did to Deborah. A beaten path was made to that womans door. Why? Because she was a self-judged person. They came to her for judgment and now she sings  she and Barak. The chapter is well worth studying from this point of view, and it ends with this  this beautiful note which I read: Let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might. What a figure that is! She had spoken directly to Jehovah. So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord, she says. I did not read that part, for it is not now a time for calling down retribution on the enemies of God; it is the period of grace; but then we have, let them that love him be as the sun. It is like a jewel inserted after the tribute, after the appeal to Jehovah in regard to His enemies. It is set beautifully, not in the address to Jehovah, but as to the saints  to us  let them that love him, as if it were to stand out before us as a great thought throughout the ages, that those who love God are to shine as the sun in his might. What an incentive, dear brethren, to be amongst the lovers of God! The sun in his might is beautifully presented in Psalm 19, as many of you will remember. He is pictured by David in that psalm as a bridegroom going forth out of his chamber. A bridegroom  it can only find full expression in Christ. No mortal man is capable of conveying the divine thought in a bridegroom, only Christ. The sun is used as a symbol by David, and I may say here, dear brethren, that David stands for the heavenly side of the position, Solomon for the earthly. So David beautifully pictures Christ as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, rejoicing as a strong man to run a race. That is Christ. Can we not advance the thought and think of Christ during all these centuries in this attractive powerful way, seeking and securing His bride through the gospel? That is what has been going on, but I am speaking now of the lovers of God, and how they are to shine like that. It really means that the warmth and the radiance that is pictured finds an expression in us. Lovers of God reflect God, and they shine in love and warmth, and the warmth of it here is as the sun ... in his might. 

    In closing, one would say at this time to the dear brethren that we may see to it that we are lovers of God, and continue to be that, so that there may be the shining, the victorious shining, the beneficial shining, too, not only light but warmth, for it is the sun in his might  as Matthew presents the Lord on the mount of transfiguration. His countenance characteristically in that gospel shone as the sun. It is Christ in His majestic glory, presently to appear in this world, but now to be reflected there in the lovers of God. 

    May the Lord help us to be amongst them, and to continue amongst them until the end. 
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    MATERNAL FEATURES (JT 69)

    Galatians 4: 26; Genesis 21: 9, 10; Genesis 27: 6 - 13; Judges 5: 6, 7; 2 Samuel 20: 16 - 19

    These scriptures present to us the maternal idea which has great significance in the mind of God, and which most believers understand, and hence the loss as in the churches of Galatia, one idea being that the mother, as the wife, is trustworthy and is counted upon to look after the affairs of the husband in his absence. At all times, of course, but there is no need of accentuating the idea when he is present. It is always there, but it is in the absence of Christ that the mother feature is emphasised, and the absence of it became apparent in the assemblies of Galatia. Whilst the apostle was there he was professedly greatly valued; they would have plucked out their eyes to give them to him, and they received him as an angel of God; he represented the authority of Christ among them, but in his absence the mother spirit failed. 

    The mother spirit is presented typically in Sarah. It is that spirit which pervades the assemblies that would discern in detail the activities of the bond-slave  of Hagar and her son. The gatherings of the saints are exposed in that whilst there may be full recognition of government and even leadership, all goes well while such are present and in action, but in their absence there is want of the acceptance of responsibility to care for the Lords interests. There is the absence of vigilance, not in certain distinguished ones in the gatherings, but in all forming the gatherings, so that all working of the flesh is not discerned and is allowed to work until those who have the special ability to deal with it reappear. There should be the dealing with it promptly, for, although the gatherings of the saints may be wanting in individuals of moral power, there is always the opportunity of recourse to prayer and the resolve that this must not be. If I cannot deal with it, it must not be; the Lord can and will. 

    So that in Sarah we have the great initial idea, and first in her faith. She is reckoned as having faith in regard to the birth of Isaac. If we have faith as regards the work of God in our localities, we shall appraise the result of it. Even although it be a weak brother he must not be destroyed; he is valuable in our eyes. Faith understands at what cost he has been brought about, and so Sarah being vigilant discerned the mocking. Ishmael was not persecuting Isaac corporally; he was not striking him; there was no evidence of that. What he was doing might pass without notice by an unspiritual eye. It might be a matter to be passed over as of little or no consequence, but not so with a true mother. Fleshly elements springing up, especially amongst the young, are passed over very often by the unspiritual, but not by the spiritual. I could perhaps enumerate evidences of it more or less present in every gathering represented here. Whereas the true Sarah would discern it at once. It is the element of the mother in regard of the saints viewed in their infancy, as I may say; not viewed according to the relative value of infants, but according to the mind of God about them. Isaac is viewed by Sarah in the light of the mind of God, and it makes an immense difference whether I view a believer according to his stature and spiritual power or whether I view him potentially. 

    The weaning time had come, the weaning time of Isaac  the child of promise, that is, a child previously spoken of, a child spoken of prophetically, and every one of us has been previously spoken of. How far back I cannot tell, but we have been previously spoken of, our very names have been matters of counsel. It is as viewing the saints thus that their potentialities become great, for we have all been previously spoken of in relation to counsel. Hence his value, and we cannot afford to have him damaged; we cannot afford to have such persecuted, for Ishmael was persecuting the child born after the Spirit. Isaac had been previously spoken of, and he was born after the Spirit  his very nature, so to speak, is spiritual, viewed in that way, for we have to understand it spiritually. So the initial idea of the mother is in Sarah. She understands the previous thoughts in regard of the child. He has been placed in the divine counsels; he has been spoken of with affection; he has been the occasion of joy  his very name signifies that, so that it is of the greatest importance to the continuance of the gatherings  not in so many persons, but in the spiritual sense, the sense in which Isaac typifies them  that this maternal element should exist, and that no one should disclaim responsibility as to it. 

    So Sarah saw. It does not say that Abraham saw. Abraham is the specially responsible side, the father, but the mother is with the children all the time. That is the principle. She knows them from the very outset, she sees all that happens, and she must not disclaim responsibility. Let no one assume irresponsibility if anything dishonouring is seen. We cannot say it belongs to the elder brethren. I am responsible, even if they do not see, and if I see I act, and God respects my action. This mother principle brings all into responsibility and consequent vigilance, and not only vigilance, but action based on vigilance, based on what is seen. So that Sarah says, Cast out this handmaid and her son. Ishmael is not to inherit with my son. If things are to continue according to God, all that is of the flesh in its activities must be expunged in the gatherings of the saints. 

    Now I come on to Rebecca, because she represents maternal vigilance in regard of the saints viewed in their responsibility. Jacob was not a babe, he was a full-grown man at this juncture. Rebecca is not classed with Sarah as a mother; she is not said to have become a mother by faith. Sarah became a mother on the principle of faith; Rebecca became a mother on the faith of her husband, but she had maternal instincts, not only in regard of her young babes, but in regard of the grown-up ones. Esau is not persecuting Jacob. Isaac was seeking to fix the blessing on the wrong man. We see that often, dear brethren. We see certain brothers pushed forward in meetings for distinction, a thing to be abhorred. Let the Lord do that; it is His right to bring brothers forward for leadership or whatever it may be. Abraham had failed in regard of Isaac; now Isaac is failing in regard of Jacob  the specially responsible element is failing. What about the mother element? the generality of the saints, as we say? Here is a brother pushed forward, he is to be the leader. Who is doing this? Spiritual instincts set themselves against it. It is a question of the rights of the Lord, a question of divine rights; the Lord reserves that for Himself. It is almost certain that a mistake is made if anyone is pushed forward. The Lord has His own reserves. Jacob was a plain man; he dwelt in tents. Esau was a man of the field. He was much more commendable to the natural mind, and may be, had more parts, as we speak, than his brother. But Rebecca understood, and she was not deceived. She had her ears open; she heard what passed. The true mother will have her ears open to what passes. It is not a question of mere gossip. She heard what Isaac said, and she understood what Esau was doing. She had the mind of God; she understood that the elder should serve the younger, and she determined that the mind of God should go through. We must have the mind of God. If the divine choice does not go forward the enemy has the advantage. Nominations for prominence on the part of the people of God are most abhorrent to heaven, and heaven will not admit of them at all, nor will the spiritual. The spiritual may have to suffer, but suffer they will. 

    So Rebecca directs Jacob. Jacob questions the wisdom of her counsel, for you can quite understand that he saw it involved great danger, but the true mother says, On me be thy curse. That is, the spirit of Christ will suffer rather than let the mind of God and the divine choice be passed by. 

    Now that is another side, but an important side. It is not a question of infant Isaacs now, but of grown-up Jacobs. They were twins, as we say, but not in the mind of God; there was really no relation between them. Jacob supplanted Esau at the outset, for that is what his name means; he was a supplanter, but rightly so; it was spiritual. That is to say, the man after the flesh must be supplanted. But how? Only by spiritual power. But I am speaking of Rebecca, the motherly spirit that heard what passed in the house; it did not miss her; she heard what Isaac said to Esau, and she immediately set about to frustrate the work of the enemy, and so she says, On me be thy curse, my son. She is willing to go that far. That is the spirit of Christ in the mother. 

    So we find in regard of Jacob afterwards that Esau himself has to recognise that he obeyed. You may depend upon it, the secret of promotion in the service of God is obedience, not only to the father but to the mother. Esau had to recognise afterwards that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother, Genesis 28: 7. There can be no promotion in the service of God aside from subjection, not only to the Lord but to the brethren. For that is the idea  submission to the brethren. Submitting yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ, Ephesians 5: 21. It is the way to promotion; if there is to be effective service there has to be obedience to the father and to the mother. When I say the father, I refer to divine authority, whether it be in Christ or in others here, those who represent Christ; but when I speak of the mother, it is a subjective thought, what there is in all the saints, whether locally or generally. So that Esau has to own that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother. That is the way the matter stands in regard of the saints, viewed individually first in their infancy spiritually, and then in their grown-up relations, when the time has come for them to be taken up to be distinguished, to receive the blessing. 

    Now I pass on to Deborah, because I wish to show you how this principle extends from individuals to the general position  a mother in Israel. A mother in Israel is more than a mother in a local meeting. She is universal, that is to say, it is when the saints become enlarged and begin to think of things universally, of all the interests of Christ on earth. In speaking thus one is reminded of what one observes in attending meetings for prayer. It is ones privilege to attend many meetings, perhaps more prayer-meetings than many brethren attend, and it is in the prayer-meeting that this mother spirit is seen. It is there you begin to feel the power of it, and what one longs for is to see more expansion, prayers inclusive of all the interests of Christ on earth, for that is the idea of a mother in Israel. There is only one Israel, and that is the Israel of God. I have no doubt the apostle had that in mind when he said to the Galatians Peace upon them and mercy, and upon the Israel of God, chapter 6: 16. That is a spiritual thought. Our prayer-meetings should exhibit the spirit of the mother in relation to the Israel of God. That is to say, a saint in the Antipodes is as valuable to Christ as a saint in this country; he is of the Israel of God. We do not want to make saints inferior to one another because of their geographical position; that has nothing to do with our value or our place in the counsels of God or in the testimony down here. Some may occupy the outposts. How much do we think of the brethren who under the will of God are driven out into isolation, unprotected by the fellowship and society of their brethren, but they are of great interest to heaven. They deserve our prayers; if we are mothers in Israel we shall pray for them; they belong to Israel. 

    So what you find with Deborah is, In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. The villages ceased in Israel. The idea of highways links up with what is universal. We do not want them closed up, nor do we wish to see them grass-grown without footsteps. There are the footsteps of the flock, Song of Songs 1: 8. They are seen, so to speak, around the meeting-places of the saints, but then the highways are for travellers, not only persons who take tickets by train or by sea, but persons who travel by faith, who travel by prayer, who in the wakeful hours of the night travel throughout the world and think of the isolated ones and the small villages, so to say, that are apt to cease in Israel. Highways are great principles that extend throughout, you see. They are not bounded or hindered by national barriers at all. A spiritual highway of God has nothing to do with national barriers. And so Deborah refers back mournfully to the days of Shamgar, great man as he was who slew with an ox-goad six hundred Philistines. It was a great exploit, but he paid no attention apparently to the highways. We may do exploits and forget the highways, but, as I say, in the wakeful hours of the night we may travel the highways. We may do exploits on the platform, but the highways are to be traversed in faith, linking up the Israel of God. They were the highways of God, but the people went in the byways. You may be sure that where the highways are neglected, where the mothers in Israel cease, the villages will cease and the people will go in byways leading nowhere in regard of the things of God. I urge this, dear brethren. Deborah represents the opening up of the highways of God; she represents the formation and maintenance of villages, that allude in a typical way to meetings, but meetings linked up, not in isolation, not congregational assemblies, but catholic assemblies, assemblies in which, as the apostle says, the principles of God are recognised: Thus I ordain in all the assemblies, 1 Corinthians 7: 17. That is the idea of Israel, the catholic spirit that overthrows national boundaries, sectional boundaries and family boundaries, and thinks of the Israel of God. That is Deborah. 

    You say, How does it happen? It is very simple. She was a believer that took account of things and felt them. Dwelling between Ramah and Bethel, she dwelt in a healthy neighbourhood spiritually, and she dwelt under her own palm-tree. She was not a plagiarist or a borrower; she had the sense of victory by her own faith. That is what she was, and when war has to be made, she is ready for war and takes the lead in it. She says to Barak, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? That is the idea of opening up the highways of God, If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, says the apostle, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lords commandment, 1 Corinthians 14: 37. That is how the principle of Deborah is developed; it is in having recourse to the commandments, Hath not Jehovah the God of Israel commanded? We must obey the commandment. As the Lord says, He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me, John 14: 21. Then she is the first to speak about lovers of God in the book. She says, Let them that love him be as the rising of the sun in its might, Judges 5: 31. The sun is not local, it is universal; there is nothing hid from its heat, and that is her desire for lovers of God, that they may be as the sun in its might. That is Deborah, a most important side of the maternal feature  a mother in Israel. 

    Now the wise woman of Abel is the last illustration that I have selected, and a most important one, because it is she that faces Joab. The history of Joab enters into this, but I cannot dwell on that now. Joab is a man that represents that element that is always professedly on the side of Christ, but with selfish motives, a most dangerous thing. You may always be on the line of the truth, the last word of ministry you may espouse, but you may have a selfish motive all the time and be hard in your spirit. That is Joab  sometimes too hard for the spiritual, for David has to admit that the sons of Zeruiah were too hard for him, but then he was always avowedly on the right side. And he is now on the right side. He has just killed a man in cold blood who stood in his way. That is Joab, yet he is on the right side. If he were at a care-meeting, he would say this man must be slain, must be put out of fellowship, as we speak. But what about himself? He has just murdered a man. 

    But here is a woman and she causes him to listen to her. He had not been accustomed to be spoken to like that. Even David at times could not speak to him like that, but he has got to listen to her, and he has got to tell her his name. This is a woman of power. How much it is needed!  persons who are free from the fear of man which always brings a snare. Had she cowered before him the position would be lost, and the city destroyed, for Joab was sapping the strength of the city. He was no mean general but he had to meet this woman. She represents an element of courage, of confidence in God, and an element that respected what was at the beginning, for she says, They were wont to speak in old time saying, Just inquire in Abel. That is to say, she calls attention to first principles. It is not only now, as it was with Deborah, a question of obedience to the commandment, but what they did at the beginning. It is the setting aside of all human innovations in the church of God, and oh! how much there is, and how easily we let them in too, even in a small way in our gatherings. But not for this wise woman. She says, They were wont to speak in old time saying, just inquire in Abel; and so they ended. There is no long argument with this woman, no heated disputations, no quarrels in the care-meeting; with her; there the matter ended. We want the end of the matter. 

    Who is this woman? She is a mother in Israel. Joab has got to stand by and answer to his name. Oh! how that courage is needed, that confidence that will challenge the most renowned when it is a question of what is right and wrong, when it is a question of a city  for it is not a village here. Deborah spoke of villages; this woman deals with the city. She has the radiation of government in her mind; she has a great view of the assembly typically. However little, it is no less than that which will come out of heaven  our true mother  radiating light to the universe. That is what she had in her mind typically  a city, and a mother in Israel. 

    Joab in his ruthlessness was about to destroy it. He might have rightly said there was a wicked man there. True enough, but there was some other way of getting at him besides destroying the city. The great principle in warfare is to destroy as little as possible and to save all possible. The last great battle that Joab fought was in the wood of Ephraim, and there were twenty thousand men destroyed by the wood alone. A wood has no heart, no conscience, no intelligence. Why should people be destroyed on that principle? If people are to be destroyed let them be destroyed in righteousness. Why destroy a city? That is what he was doing. He was sapping the city to destroy, and the woman would go down with it. Sheba of course would go down, but the woman would go down too. See how easily by our self-will we may destroy what is so precious to heaven  a city and a mother in Israel. But she saves the position courageously; she makes that man answer to his name. She asked him to listen, and he does listen, and she charges him with what he was doing. 

    Well, dear brethren, you can see how important this is, and how the Lord would bring every one of us in our gatherings into these great principles. If we are true to them, we shall stand and the position will be invulnerable. And as I said, the idea of the mother includes everyone in every gathering, and Israel includes all. The Israel of God is a great catholic idea; it includes all the saints viewed spiritually, and the mother in Israel would be concerned about every one of them, every gathering in the world and every saint in the world. If we cannot take the highways literally we can take them in faith, maintaining the connections between the gatherings of the saints and maintaining the connections between them individually, and in the spirit of Rebecca, die rather than have the idea blotted out. The position is open to anyone. Some of us understand the greatness of it, and one would seek that everyone understood the greatness of the position. It is no less than the Israel of God, and a mother in that is an immense thought. She secures the thing; she has first-hand knowledge, as I said. The mother takes care of her husbands affairs; she is there all the time, so to speak, The heart of her husband, it says confideth in her, Proverbs 31: 11. She looks after his interests; she knows all about the children. That is the principle of the thing. From the very beginning she knows. She watches over them till they grow up, and then she has an eye to all the interests of her husband. She is a mother in Israel. 

    May God help us as to this. There is a word in this, that the sisters  the young ones especially  may not assume that they have no responsibility. It attaches to every brother and every sister, young and old, to watch for things, and thoroughly deal with the incoming of the flesh, however small. As this wise woman said, I am peaceable and faithful in Israel. How God loves such as that, persons who are peaceable, that is to say, sons of peace. But then it is not peace at any price, but peace with faithfulness, and peace with honour, peace that maintains what is due to the Lord Jesus Christ, for we are to follow righteousness, faith, love and peace  righteousness first. May the Lord bless these thoughts to us. 
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    LOVERS OF GOD (JT 96)

    Romans 8:28; 1 Corinthians 2: 9, 10; 1 Corinthians 8:3; Judges 5: 31

    In looking to the Lord to help, dear brethren, I have in view lovers of God. These scriptures all treat of this great subject, which will, I am sure, appeal to us, all of us, as I assume, being lovers of God. There are, alas, many non-lovers of God, lovers of pleasure, lovers of their own selves, indeed, self-love marks the non-lovers of God. The Holy Spirit takes notice of this as a peculiar feature of the last days amongst those who profess to have believed the gospel, for God is effectually shut out through self-love and love of pleasure, pleasure being preferred to God. So it occurred to me that help would accrue from attention being called to these passages. 

    The first appears in the well-known gospel epistle of Paul, an epistle indeed, in which we might expect to find an allusion to the lovers of God; for God had lovers of Himself in mind in sending His Son as the epistle sets forth: The gospel of God ... concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Romans 1: 1, 3. The opening verses help us to grasp the idea of God; it has to be grasped in the mind, as it is said, No one has seen God at any time (John 1: 18), a statement that has to be constantly in view. We are indeed reminded of the infinitude of God. The Lord Jesus tells us also that God is a spirit; and we are told that He dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see (1 Timothy 6:16), and yet He is to be loved! How such a Being, how the great Being whom we reverently address as God, should become known in our tiny hearts and loved by them, is indeed a matter of supreme interest, and it should be enquired into. How God should come into ones heart and mind, so as to be revered and loved, is indeed a matter to arrest the attention of everyone. The enquiry of every heart should be as to whether the matter has been faced, or whether we have just accepted the formula of Scripture without enquiring into its magnitude and bearing, its possibility, how it is so. Surely it is important, dear brethren, to look in, as it were, and make an examination of oneself as to the application; to see whether there is really an application of this great fact to one, that he loves God. If one does, the legitimate enquiry is, What is it, Who is it that one loves? For we are not to be content with mere words, the sense of them is to be in our souls. So that if one is to pursue such an enquiry to its end, he has to revert to his conversion. It is always wholesome to take a retrospective view of ones history, looking back upon it to the beginning of it and to determine with intelligence and feeling and affection what ones relations with God really are, and how God came into the mind. Now the epistle to the Romans is intended to aid this very enquiry; it is the presentation to our hearts of God; not in the creation, although it tells us that He is known in the creation, that the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, Romans 1:20. But then, those invisible things of Him, and His eternal power and divinity are not exactly Himself; yet there is the great thought of a Creator present in the creation, according to Romans. But the epistle is intended to convey to us, not simply that that is mentioned incidentally, but to convey to us God, in His Son, but yet God, and still retaining His place of infinitude as beyond our comprehension. But He comes in in His Son: The gospel of God ... concerning his Son, the Spirit interjecting parenthetically that He was Davids seed after the flesh. He was a real Man, 

    but declared, or marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead. A Person thus knowable in human condition meets us, dear brethren, at the outset and is kept before us throughout. But God is nevertheless there; never ceasing to be what He is, never ceasing to be invisible, so that we can see how the knowledge of God coming into the soul of the believer, of man, ennobles him, enlarges him, lifts him out of the mere carnal reckonings that are natural to him into the realm of God; God remains God, and the believer remains man, but yet God is known, and known so as to be loved. To my mind this is a wonderful proposal! A wonderful proposition, that should command the close attention of every believer, for we are very prone, dear brethren, to live in terms handed down to us or found in Scripture, without investigating the application to ourselves of the verity of them. So that we are in the realm of God as knowing Him and loving Him. But then the epistle presents Him in a Man, so as to affect the conscience of man, so as to affect his mind, so as to arrest his mind; for the epistle is to be read in that way as something marvellous, something to arrest the mind of man; and thus gradually he is let into the realm of the knowledge of God, and elevated morally, taken out of the order of things in which he lived naturally. First we have the righteousness of God, that there is such a thing as that, not simply righteousness, but righteousness of God; that is, the idea of God is kept steadily before the mind; and then the power of God, not simply in creation, great as that is, but in raising Christ, and then the love of God. When we come to chapter 5, the love side, the Spirit seems to be more active and pungent in His remarks, saying that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. It is the love of God, not now the righteousness, or the power, these are attributes to be apprehended, but the love is more than an attribute of God, it is an attribute of God, but it is His nature  if I may use that word  which is only rightly used of God as that into which we come, in which we have part; the word is not otherwise used of God. The divine nature is that in which we have part, it is not a question of essential being or substance or form, but of what is made known in Christ, what is humanly expressed, so that we have part in it (see 2 Peter 1: 4). Love is what God is, but what God is as humanly expressed, expressed in Christ as the Son, the love of God is actually shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. Without any explanation as to how the Holy Spirit came into such a position as to do this, the great fact is mentioned that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. And then the Spirit goes on to say that, God commends his love, not His righteousness or His power, but His love, as if that is the point before Him, that His love should be known; commended to us, not only shed abroad in our hearts but commended to us, so that we might have an intelligent grasp of it, of what the love of God is. So that we are told elsewhere, Hereby we have known love (1 John 3: 16); it is a thing to be known, to be realised, of course, by the Spirit shedding it abroad in our hearts, but it is to be known; and in truth the great feature in our knowledge of God and our loving God, is that His love is known. He commends it to us so that it might be known; He is concerned that it might be known; and as it is known, there is response, and that response is that we love God. An immense result, dear brethren, for God, that there are at least some lovers of God, as the apostle says, those that love God. Indeed in the Old Testament God had a large number of His lovers in view, thousands of them that love me (Exodus 20: 6), thousands of them. Well now, having said so much, dear brethren, one would point out the various, I might say, incidental, advantages, to say nothing of the enjoyment of divine love; for surely the advantages are not equal in themselves to the thing  that is to the love of God in our hearts, and our response to it. For perhaps the greatest thing that could be predicated about a man is that he loves God; it is great because of all that preceded it in his history. Now the first advantage I would point out is that all things work together for good to those who love God, a very comprehensive statement and one that has a delivering power; for many are held by adverse things for want of the knowledge of God, like Jacob who said, All these things are against me (Genesis 42: 36); in result every one of them was for him; Jacob in later days could enumerate those things that he thought were against him, and say they were all for him. I am saying what has often been said before, but it necessarily comes into my subject, the advantages accruing to lovers of God. The advantage indicated in this passage is liberating, it makes the believer independent of, or superior to, his circumstances, however adverse; he is able to arise and make his bed for himself; every bit of moral material around him is usable. Making his bed for himself (Acts 9: 34) is a greater thing than carrying his bed already made. In the gospel the palsied man was to arise and carry his bed (Mark 2: 11) but Aeneas was to make it for himself. One can have no quarrel with anyone in regard of his bed if he makes it himself, and he can do so, and make a bed suitable, as he apprehends this verse, All things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. God has been pleased, dear brethren, to allow much in the way of adversity, and it continues; but He would call upon us to use the material that seems to be adverse, as the evidence of love, so that, however severe, it is usable and is working  it is a worker for good to those who love God, and to those who are called according to His purpose. The light of purpose is intended to affect us in Romans. Romans does not take us into Canaan, but it does give us a look in, and a look in there enables us to regard all here, however adverse, as working together for good to us. 

    Well now, in Corinthians we have further advantages to lovers of God. The first is in chapter 2; it is a chapter which links on really with Romans 8: 28, which gives us a look into the land; 1 Corinthians 2 indicates to us what is there. In the wilderness, as you will recall, twelve spies were sent up into Canaan; they were to see what was in the land, for there is the gospel of place as well as the gospel of righteousness. The gospel of place is the tidings that the Holy Spirit brings to us of what is in the land, and, as opening up the subject of the Spirit in Corinthians, the apostle links on with the passage in Romans 8, but touches on the things that are in the land. We are enjoined in Colossians to have our mind on the things above (chapter 3: 2) and we are told in Philippians to judge of and approve the things that are more excellent (chapter 1: 10). Now our passage in Corinthians lets us into what was before the world; the apostle says that he spoke wisdom among those that were perfect. Some of us today were speaking about classification, and it is a most important matter to be able to take account of the work of God in His people. There are some that are perfect; there are some that are only babes, according to this epistle. Those that are perfect are ready for things that belong to that world and the resurrection, so that he says, Gods wisdom in a mystery, that hidden wisdom which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory. The passage reminds us, dear brethren, of our place, 

    not only in the purpose of God but in His thoughts, in the activities of His love, before the world; we were in His thoughts, He was preparing things for us, but for whom? For those that love Him. Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into mans heart, which God has prepared for them that love him. What a voice that is, dear brethren, not only that in a general way we had part in the purpose of God, but in His thoughts, preparing things for us before the world! And now they are revealed, the Spirit of God searching the depths of God, bringing them to us. Have we a heart, dear brethren, for these things?  things that were before the world. In Numbers, as the spies went up, they searched out the land; the allusion, I suppose, is to searching the depths of God, the idea of searching. 

    It is Gods way of conveying His thoughts to us. It is not that the Holy Spirit as a divine Person does not know, but He searches in us. So we are told that, as they searched, they went towards the south and they came to Hebron, and then the Holy Spirit tells us that it was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt, Numbers 13:22. That is the allusion here; that in their search the spies came to that place, which was before the world. And if we examine the scripture, we find they came to Machpelah; what holy memories of their fathers they would have! Then there were grapes, too, it was not all death. The cave was purchased for a burying place, the cave of Machpelah at Hebron, but there were the grapes of Eshcol; that is to say, there is living food. For the moment there is the burial, we must all accept that, but it is no barrier to ones look into that world and the resurrection. The Lord says to the Sadducees, That the dead rise, even Moses shewed in the section of the bush, when he called the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob; but he is not God of the dead but of the living; for all live for him, Luke 20: 37, 38. At Hebron therefore, although the cave is there, a testimony in anticipation of the power of God, for the men of faith were buried there, there is at the same time the testimony to life in the grapes, so that the spies brought down a gospel; as the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews says, We have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also (chapter 4: 2)  it was the gospel of the land. One questions how much there is of the gospel of place; there is the gospel of our salvation, which is most essential, but then there is the gospel of place, what God has prepared, things that He has prepared for those who love Him. Are they not interesting? They are interesting to every true lover of God. So that the Spirit searches them, we are told; The Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God, they are to be brought to us for our enjoyment. 

    Then another thing comes out in this epistle as an advantage to the lovers of God, and that is that they are known of God (chapter 8: 3). Now it goes without saying that every one is known, even the ungodly are known, they are recorded in the books of God; but that is not the idea here, dear brethren; it is rather that a lover of God has that distinction. Think of having the distinction of being known personally of God, known in the way of distinction! As one might say, not only that one has been presented at court, but one is known in the palace, one is known to the king, so that the king might address one by name. That is the idea. How great a thought that is as applied to God, that one has that distinction, that personal distinction, for it is individual here, that he is known of God. Can anything be greater in that sense than the distinction of being known of God! As He said of Abraham, I know him; what did He know about him? He says, I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, Genesis 18: 19. Is one known of God in that way? Such persons are rare. God has been greatly helping us in regard to our households; some did not accept the thought of household baptism and household piety and house-fathership and mothership, but it is as old as Abraham. Abraham was known of God as no other man was known, as far as Scripture shows; God says, I know him  he was a lover of God. 

    But then what was the evidence? He says, He will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him. What a distinction, dear brethren, to be thus known of God! If God were, so to speak, to introduce one into heaven, as He would in grace, for it is wonderful how condescending God is! As recorded in that same chapter from which I have quoted, to that very Abraham He comes down and waits under the tree until Abraham prepares a meal for Him. Now I want you to think of that, dear brethren, of what God is. It says, in the previous chapter, He left off talking with him, there was holy converse between them, and He left off speaking to him and went up, having given him a command as to circumcision, and immediately Jehovah goes up, Abraham sets to work to carry out the command. How pleasing that was to God as He would look down upon Abraham carrying out the command in his house. The command applied to himself and every male in his house, including Ishmael. He left off talking with him; it was holy converse, He carried on a conversation with Abraham, He had come down to it; and then He left off speaking, and went up, and Abraham carried out the command. Then Jehovah comes back with two others to Abraham, and He actually waits under the tree until Abraham prepared a meal for Him. Abraham was doing it well, everything was to be done quickly, it would have been irreverent for Abraham to have detained Jehovah one minute longer than the meal required. So that everything was done in haste, and Jehovah waited and partook of the repast, refreshed Himself, wonderful to say! Who can explain it? No one, it belongs to the inscrutable; but the fact was there that He came down, and waited under the tree for Abraham to prepare the meal. Sarah is brought into it, the young man is brought into it, and Jehovah waits until the meal is prepared and Abraham brings it to Him and serves Him with the others. Is that not most touching? And so, as the meal is partaken of, He moves on towards Sodom, but Abraham would cling to Jehovah, and Jehovah says, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? And so, dear brethren, there is this beautiful touch,I know him .... Every lover of God is known of Him. So that, as I said before, suppose one were to be introduced by the blessed God in heaven; we will suppose that Paul is introduced in heaven  am I stretching the thing? Not at all. God is love, and He comes near to us in the tenderest and simplest way. And so, if He introduced Paul in heaven, what would God have to say about Paul? I know him. I only make the suggestion, dear brethren. So it is with all of us, we are known of God as lovers of God, and God is not ashamed to be called our God (Hebrews 11: 16), and if we were in heaven He would not be ashamed, or be too much beyond us, to introduce us as He introduced Abraham to the two angels  I know him, He says. And what did He know about him? What does He know about me? It is for each of us to challenge our heart as to what God knows of us. If He introduces us what will He say about us? He will delight to say the best about us, whether it be great or small; but how much He could say about Paul, and many like him! How God loves to go over the traits of Christ in His own, for that is really what is meant. So that He says, I know him that he will command his children and his household after him. Will He be able to say that of every parent here? of every father and every mother?  it is a matter of great importance. Lovers of God are known of God and He records what He knows. I know him that he will command his children and his household after him ... to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him. 

    Well then, there is the final thought, dear brethren, and that is that those who love God are set over against the enemies of God. In Judges 5 we have the song of Deborah and Barak. They are joint warriors fighting against the heads of the nations, and they overcame, so that they can speak about the enemies of God. Terrible thought that there are enemies of God! It is well that we should awake to the fact that there are enemies of God, they are increasing rapidly, apostasy is spreading rapidly, it involves increase in the enemies of God. But then, over against the enemies of God, there are the lovers of God. Let us stand up manfully to this; lovers of God as over against the enemies of God. What marks the enemies of God is darkness. Judas went out, he was an enemy of God, and it was night (John 13: 30); he added to the darkness that was outside. And so it is, there are those who have gone out from us, as John says, According as ye have heard that antichrist comes, even now there have come many antichrists, whence we know that it is the last hour, 1 John 2: 18. It is the hour when the lines are sharply drawn between the enemies of God and those that love God. The advantage here is that they shine as the rising of the sun in its might. 

    What an immense thought that is, how it induces a rallying to the divine standard, the standard of those who love God! The lovers of God are to shine as the sun as he rises in his power. There is great energy suggested, but dominion, too, supremacy, for this is our portion, dear brethren, this is the portion of the lovers of God. We are presently to shine as the sun as he rises in his power  a beautiful symbol of Christ. How Christ sets out this great thought of loving God, carrying it out to the utmost limit of laying down His life! Psalm 19 tells us that God has set in the heavens a tabernacle for the sun, as if the Lord Jesus is alluded to and specially honoured: He has set in the heavens a tabernacle for the sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. That is the wonderful symbol of Psalm 19 and we are linked on with it as lovers of God, the lovers of God are to shine as the rising of the sun in its might. 

    Well these, dear brethren, are the benefits, among others, accruing to love for God. There is a challenge and an appeal to us, as to whether we are lovers of self or lovers of pleasure instead of being lovers of God. God is looking for our hearts, He is looking for them entirely, saying, My son, give me thine heart (Proverbs 23: 26), and He clothes His lovers with these wonderful advantages as an appeal that we might rally to His standard, as the lines are so sharply drawn now between His enemies and those who love Him. 
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    JUDGES 6 (CAC 6)

    Judges 6

    The enemy in this chapter is Midian, a kindred people according to nature. Nothing impoverishes more than the influence of people with whom we have something naturally in common, so that ones own relatives may be a greater snare than any others. They destroyed the produce of the land 

    and Israel was greatly impoverished. A person with whom I have tastes in common is a great danger, much more so than one with whom I have nothing in common. The object of the enemy was to deprive the people of the produce of the land. It is serious for us to lose the produce of the land. We live on that, and if we do not, we are spiritually impoverished; some Midianitish influence is robbing us. How much are we enjoying the things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into mans heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, 1 Corinthians 2:9. That is the land, and the enemy would seek to bring us under natural influences so that we may be impoverished. 

    When they cried to Jehovah He sent a prophet to bring home to them that they had been disobedient. There is always the word to convict before restoration or before God intervenes to deliver. God begins with an exercised man, threshing wheat in the winepress. He is seeking to secure something of the produce of the land. The Angel tells him that Jehovah is with him, and his answer showed that he had a true sense of the position as under the governmental dealings of God. That was his might. His reply was, Ah, Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my fathers house. What strikes one in Gideon is his concern to be assured that it is Jehovah, and of his own personal acceptance. It is a peace-offering for acceptance (see Leviticus 19:5). He was personally clear of what was evil and idolatrous; he had typically a true estimate of himself and of Christ. There was that which could be wholly accepted, and he was in accord with it. 

    Before the works of deliverance are wrought, the personal state of the deliverer must be adjusted with God. Gideon takes up relations with God on his own side; then Jehovah enlarges his testimony. He gives him an enlarged apprehension of Christ as the bullock of burnt-offering. This is for his fathers house and for the city. The true ground of Israels blessing was to be publicly set forth in the ordered manner. It is the second bullock, intimating the breakdown of all connected with the first order. It is Christ in energy and maturity displacing all that is idolatrous. 

    Gideon is more personally interesting than any of the previous judges, because we are permitted to see his personal exercises and how he was brought into accord with the mind of Jehovah, first personally and then as giving a spiritual lead in his fathers house and in the city. There are deep moral lessons here such as we have not had before; a getting back to the true basis of our relations with God. Nothing else will really displace what is idolatrous. It is remarkable that there is no sin-offering; it is rather the bringing in of what is positive as securing acceptance, so that idolatry may be completely displaced. The true ground of Israels blessing is seen, and in the light of it Baal is seen to be worthless. 

    We have to watch carefully the things which appeal to us naturally. If we are going on with God, these things would never get power. If a young convert turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and wait for His Son from heaven, as the Thessalonians did, and went on in that way, he would never fall under the power of the Midianites. To fall under their power shows that we have got away from God; otherwise their influence would have no power over us. 

    The first part of this chapter shows Israels public position. The people of God generally are influenced by what they have in common with men naturally, and they have lost the enjoyment of the produce of the land. God takes up Gideon, a man personally exercised. He was concerned about the state of things; he felt it and was doing his best to save a bit of the produce of the land from the Midianites. He wanted a little food for Israel. That is the kind of man God can take up; he is presented as feeling the situation. He is a kind of Timothy. This chapter goes with Timothy. Gideon is the result of prophetic ministry; if there is a cry to God, before He can reach His people, He brings things home to their consciences. He sends a prophet. Gideon is the result of prophetic ministry; his conscience was exercised and his heart. Paul says of Timothy, being mindful of thy tears. A man who would shed tears over the state of the church is the kind of man God can use. Here is a man feeling the state of things, but with a true desire to preserve what is of Christ. Such a one God can use; He says, Jehovah is with thee. There was nothing outwardly to distinguish him; it looked as though he was rather cowardly, but his action morally was that of a mighty man of valour. I suppose today a true sense of the position of things is power. Gideon had it. 

    It was an extraordinary thing to thresh wheat in a winepress, and a very difficult thing to do. The winepress suggests suffering. He was prepared to suffer that the people of God might have a little of Christ as food. How much are we prepared to suffer that the people of God may have a little of Christ? These feelings are brought about morally by prophetic ministry. The prophet came, and there is conviction of the true state of things, and always with that there is a sense of what the people of God need; they need Christ  the wheat  to be made available. That is a great exercise, to feel the state of the people of God today, and to be greatly concerned that they should have more of Christ as food. God can work by a man like that, and give deliverance to Israel. If there are such feelings with us, if we have shed tears, God can use us, but there are very few to weep over the condition of the assembly. 

    Gideon had a great sense of his own insignificance. His thousand was the smallest in Manasseh, and he the least in his fathers house. Gideons was not at all a distinguished part of the tribe; it was the poorest in Manasseh. All this brings him to realise that, if he is to have anything to do with Jehovah or Jehovahs service, it must be on the ground of Christ, and we all have to come to that. If we are to be used of God, we must get entirely away from ourselves to be with God on the ground of Christ. So he brings his peace offering and his meat-offering. Gideon had learned (what had not come out before in Judges) something of the teaching of Leviticus, as to the peace-offering and the meat-offering and the altar; he had all these things in his soul. He had realised the breakdown of everything; if we do and if we have taken any true estimate of ourselves, we must feel how insignificant we are. So Paul said that he was less than the least of all saints. Everyone should feel that. If so, I can only be with God on the ground of what can be wholly acceptable to God, every bit of which can go up in holy fire to God; that is Christ. Gideon was a Timothy; he was deeply concerned about the state of things. It was personal exercise in a day of general departure, a day when Israel was impoverished. Are we going to contribute to impoverishment or enrichment? We are all doing one thing or the other, either helping to enrich or impoverish. Gideon is helping to enrich. I think that his exercise was first personal, then local, then general. First he brings his peace-offering, and meat-offering, and it is accepted; and in the light of this wonderful instruction he builds an altar; his own personal relations with God are thoroughly adjusted. That must be the first thing; it is no use for us to think of serving the people of God if our personal state and associations are wrong. At the beginning of 2 Timothy, Paul presses personal state before he speaks about anything collective; he presses the personal character of the servant before he speaks of separation. What is the good of separation if ones personal state is not right? It is only Pharisaism. 

    The first exercise is to get adjusted with God, to have your altar individually, and then the Lord can enlarge the sphere of testimony, and make it influential locally. Gideon gets enlargement; he moves on from the peace-offering, which was for acceptance, to the bullock of burnt-offering. Speaking typically, he gets enlargement in his apprehension of Christ. It is a fine thing to move on from a kid to a bullock. The kid of the goats was for Gideons own personal acceptance, but the bullock of burnt-offering would bring all Israel into view. When Gideon is right personally, Jehovah comes in to give him an enlarged sphere of service, and in order for that there must be enlarged apprehension of Christ. 

    It is remarkable that there is no sin-offering; that is, God is going to set aside what is idolatrous by the positive blessedness of the footing on which everything stands according to His mind. A sense of what the people of God are with Him according to the preciousness of Christ as typified in the bullock would in itself overthrow what is idolatrous. It is all seen to be worthless. If we are with God in the blessedness of the bullock of burnt-offering  the largest conceivable expression of Christ in His delightfulness to God, it puts everything idolatrous out of court at once. So Baal and the Asherah are destroyed; everything is superseded, we may say, by Christ. 

    The second bullock suggests that nothing is secured for God in connection with the first order; everything connected with the first order has broken down, but Christ comes in distinctly as the second. He is the second man out of heaven. He took away the first that He might establish the second. The first in Scripture often applies to the natural and the second to the spiritual  see 1 Corinthians 15. These deep moral lessons have to be learned before there can be any warfare with the enemy. It is the preparation of the servant; he is put through the course of education to prepare him for service. We see in verse 34 that the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Gideon. He blew a trumpet and certain of Israel were rallied to him. 

    Not only are spiritual conditions brought about in Gideon, but he learns to set great value on the sovereignty of God, and that comes out in the tokens that he desired to have from Jehovah about the fleece and the dew. That is, he wanted to be assured, not only of his personal acceptance, and of the general truth applying to Israel, the reinstatement of Christ as the ground of the relationship of the people of God with Him, but he also wished to be assured that he was moving in line with the present movements of God in sovereignty. It is important to recognise this. If Gideon had not learnt the lesson he would not have been ready to give up his army. There must be the recognition of Gods sovereignty. Gideon does not rely at all on his own exercises, or the moral condition which had so far been brought about; he looks for distinct and sovereign movements of God wholly apart from what is of man. It shows the entire absence of self-confidence; he is just at the disposal of the Lord. The dew of divine sovereignty is more to him than weapons of war. It was this that prepared him to have his army reduced. 

    The lesson at the end of this chapter about the fleece and the dew indicated a preparedness in Gideon to move in harmony with the sovereignty of God without looking at the balance of power. Three hundred are more effective than 32,000 if moving with the sovereignty of God. He had been learning this all along, and that is what gives Gideon his true character. He is a barley cake; he is of no importance at all externally, but he has the features of Christ; he is princely. These beautiful features of Christ are developed in this way for us; we see the absolute subjection of Christ to the sovereignty of God. He would not move at all outside the range of divine sovereignty; so, when the cities rejected Him, it makes Him thankful. He says, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. Yea, Father, for thus has it been well pleasing in thy sight, Matthew 11:25, 26. There is the most perfect acceptance of divine sovereignty. That is what gives beauty to that verse, Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. He invites us to come and stand alongside of Himself. He tells us where He is; He rejoices in the Fathers sovereignty. Now He says, You come and stand beside Me, and I will give you rest. That is the place where rest is found. 

    The moral state may be there, but that does not in itself qualify one to be any help to the people of God. God will please Himself as to whom He uses, and how He uses them, and when He uses them, but then would I like to be retained for the service of God? Do I love the people of God so much that I would like to be retained? Nothing is of any value if God is not in it. Some very little thing may decide whether we are meet for the Masters use or not. John Baptist learnt this lesson; he says, A man can receive nothing unless it be given him out of heaven, John 3:27. 

    These features in Gideon were very acceptable to God; they were not the exercise of unbelief, but the exercise of faith that was patiently feeling its way. This is the exercise of a man who is patiently feeling his way; he does not wish to be rash; we often are, when we think we are right. He wants to be assured of every step. 

    The Lord would never move without a word. He waited for Jehovah. It is said of Him prophetically, I waited patiently for Jehovah, Psalm 40:1. Now Gideon waits to be fully assured that he is moving in the current of divine sovereignty, because the dew speaks of that. Micah S speaks of the dew as not tarrying for men, neither for the sons of men. It comes down in silent blessed power from God; man has nothing to do with it. All the science in the world could not make one dew-drop fall on a blade of grass; it is purely of God. Gideon asked for a double test. He wanted to have adequate testimony; it was not unbelief, but the exercise of faith. He wanted a double testimony to the reality of the sovereign movements of God at that particular moment, and God answered it. It had to do with the deliverance of Israel. How was God going to move? No one could anticipate how. God might take up the most unlikely person in christendom. He chooses whom He will, and He works in such a way that, whatever He does, all the glory of it is seen to belong to Himself. If a person is not in line with God, some place is given to what is of man or of self; but, when God works, He works in such a way that all glory is His own. The beginning of the next chapter works it out in connection with Gideons army. God says, There are too many for Me. If 32,000 get the victory, they will vaunt themselves that they have done something; so He thins them down. First of all the faint-hearted ones had to go, according to law, but still 10,000 were too many. God has to bring them down to 300. What could they do against an army of 130,000? It is entirely a question of what God can do; nothing is worth a straw but what God can do. If you come to that you get most profound peace. 

    If I am little enough God can take me up, and use me. Gideon retained the 300 men. Would you like to be retained? Every heart would say, Lord, retain me! If we are little enough, God will retain us. He retained Timothy, and 2 Timothy is very much a question of people retained as vessels meet for the Masters use. The only thing is to be absolutely at Gods disposal. These 300 men were retained to be absolutely at Gods disposal. Three hundred men at Gods disposal were worth a great deal more than 32,000 that were not. 

    We read in verse 34 that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon. This shows that something more than moral conditions are needed; there must be the power of the Spirit of God. If we had the most perfect moral conditions, that in itself is not power; power lies in the Spirit of God. There must be moral conditions first; there is not anyone in the New Testament upon whom the Spirit came apart from moral conditions. The Holy Spirit is given to those who obey; we could not think of the Spirit being given to a lawless person; it is a contradiction in terms. There must be obedience; then there must be the readiness to take up the testimony of the Lord. What do we want the Spirit for? We want the Spirit, not to get through, but to be supported for Christ. The evidence of those who have the Spirit is that they are really set for Christ. 
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    THE RESULT OF DEPARTURE FROM DIVINE PRINCIPLES (JT 8)

    Judges 6

    JTIt is important in understanding the book of Judges to read the two opening chapters and the closing chapters. The closing chapters disclose the underlying moral state, and what one is forced to believe is that the difficulty lay largely with the Levites. Morals became extremely low. I refer to the chapters following upon the eighteenth. You have there the underlying moral conditions in Israel, and it is to be noted that they appear in connection with the Levites. There were two. The first hired himself to a common person to be a priest in a mans house (chapter 17:7 - 13); the second Levite took a concubine (chapter 19:1). In connection with these two men you have a remarkable disclosure of the underlying conditions in Israel. The responsibility of the people as a whole is seen in the opening chapters. Judah and Joseph were faithful in taking hold of their inheritance. The others, generally, did not take possession. Of one tribe after another it is said, Neither did he dispossess. There was failure to dispossess the Canaanites; they were allowed to continue alongside Israel, hence the corrupt state of things that ensued. If the Levite and the priest had done right they would have saved the situation. 

    I thought it would be profitable if we looked at the history of Gideon, because he, above all others, represents the manner of the divine interventions that occurred in the days described in this book. What marked the state of affairs at this juncture was that the people were impoverished. The attack of the Midianites was to deprive the Israelites of their food, of their means of sustenance. It will always be found that where there is departure from divine principles a scarcity of spiritual food will ensue. 

    The house of God was still in Shiloh; it was a serious thing for the people that the house was there and under the influence of Phinehas, the faithful priest: one who is typical of the Lord Himself, in a sense. The house was there, and the priest was there but the Levite was not under the control of the priest. The Levite had hired himself out to Micah, who had a houseful of gods, and ultimately became priest to the tribe of Dan, which had set up idolatry. The levitical class had dissociated themselves from the priesthood: they were, in other words lawless. The man went from mount Ephraim wherever he might, because he was doing what he pleased, and ultimately hired himself to these men, in that way setting up what was typically the clerical principle. Then along with that there is a licentious state, all of which is connected with a general low moral condition. There are certain outstanding traits, but that is the underlying condition you get at the end of the book. Inasmuch as we have to mourn the same conditions in our own day, nothing can be more interesting, or more important, than to see how God intervenes in such circumstances. 

    The clerical order has sprung up in that connection. Those who had the place of servants, ministers, Levites, hired themselves out to the common people, and that has resulted in the establishment of an idolatrous state of things. It is very important to see how God intervenes, and in what sort of a man He intervenes, and how He prepares His man. For it will be observed that in the opening chapters it is said that God, in His consideration for the people, while in a general way giving them over to discipline and the will of their great enemies, intervened from time to time in judges. But it does not say that He was with the people. He was with the judge. 

    They get the benefit of God being with the judge. God gives deliverance, and then He gives protection to the people during the days of any given judge; yet you will observe there is still departure. One feature of departure from divine principles is that there is poverty, deprivation; the people are wanting in right food, there is no spiritual ministry. The nature of the Midianite attack is to destroy all right food intended by God in His goodness as support for the people. Verses 3 - 5: And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up ... And they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth ... and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. For they came up with the cattle and their tents ... as grasshoppers for multitude. Verse 6: And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites. That which God in His goodness provided for the maintenance of His people, the Midianite would take away. We cannot live spiritually, any more than we can live physically, without food. What you will observe is that where divine principles are departed from, there is really no spiritual food, and that becomes a guide as to how things are. The Galatians, for instance, were misled by Jewish leaders, and the effect was to vitiate the pure ministry of the apostle by mixing it with something else, and in that way nullifying it. 

    RemThe Midianites are referred to previously as being a wily people. 

    JTIt was through the Midianites that Satan sought to ensnare Israel in the wilderness. He taught Balaam to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel. They are a people socially related to the people of God, they were descended from Abraham through Keturah. There was an outward relation with Israel, and it is in that that the greatest danger really lies, to have relation with people who are not spiritual. Amalek is a descendant of Esau, and the spirit of that is seen in Amalek seeking to prevent the weak from getting into the land to enjoy it. Amalek himself represents the pure worldling, the Egyptian. 

    RemI suppose the children of Israel doing evil in the sight of the Lord would throw them open to attack by the Midianites? 

    JTGod allowed it in the way of discipline. The result of it was that they cried to the Lord, and there was a deliverer brought forward. The Lord sends a prophet; He does not send Gideon first. Before you can feed the people their consciences must be put in relation to God. If there is departure, before you can set right food before a person you must put his conscience in relation to God, there must be a return to God. Where has God been in all this? How have His rights been regarded? And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord because of the Midianites, that the Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage; and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians ... but ye have not obeyed my voice. That is to say, God has His rights over the people. He was their Redeemer, their Saviour, and on these grounds He has His rights over our souls. When difficulties arise, it is a question of where God is. What about His rights? That is what a prophet is sent for. It is to appeal to the conscience, to renew the link between the conscience and God, so that God should have His place in the conscience. The word brings God into the conscience. But you need more than that. The saints need to be ministered to, and Gideon is the man that God is pleased to bring forward to minister to the people. 

    So you find in connection with Gideon that food has a great place. In fact, he is symbolised by a cake of barley bread, tumbling into the host of Midian, and he destroys the camp of the Midianites. He comes in in an irregular sort of way. According to the vision it tumbled into the host of the Midianites, but it did the work. It is remarkable that it is a cake of barley bread; it is not wheaten bread. It shows that Gideon had Christ before him. The barley is Christ, the wheat is the saints. He began with the wheat: he threshed wheat, but he was himself symbolised by the cake of barley bread. 

    QuesDo you think in that way the ministry of Christ helps the saints to dispossess the enemy? 

    JTThat is the thought in it, evil principles have to be judged, and the prophet brings that about. Now, if this is done and the people brought back to God, then you get the ministry. 

    RemSo that the point of recovery would be that they did not take so much account of Midian as they took account of their condition and relation to God. 

    JTYes; that is the point. Midian was only a rod in Gods hand which God can break into fragments and throw away, but the point was to bring Israel back to the recognition of Gods rights over them. In 1 Corinthians 14 the prophet brings God in, so that, if there is an unbeliever there, he falls down and acknowledges that God is in you of a truth. We want to see people falling down in recognition that God is present. God will come in publicly. But He is in His house now. The prophet is indispensable in that way to the house, because the spirit of prophecy amongst the saints keeps God and His rights before us. A man coming in recognises that God is there, and he falls down. That is the wonderful effect. 

    RemThe preservation of the people was in the hands of the prophet. By a prophet the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved (Hosea 12:13). 

    JTYes, a prophet always thinks for God. The idea really is that he comes from God. The prophets name is not given here. It is not a question of who the prophet was, but that there was prophecy. There was a ministry that asserted the rights of God over the people. We do have, however, a great deal recorded about the man who brings deliverance and food in, and who destroys the destroyer of the food. The ministry of the prophet is light, but there is power with it. It is not ministry in the way of food it is rather to awaken the conscience as to the rights of God. It is noticeable that it was after the people cried to the Lord that He came in, as in Psalm 107. You find yourself in a straight place, then you cry to God, and God intervenes when you cry. It is the beginning of deliverance. It opens the door for God to come in. It is the way you arrive at the sense in the history of your soul that there has been departure; you arrive at a point where you feel there is no help anywhere except in God. Vain is the help of man (Psalm 60:11). Directly you cry God sends His messenger, and he touches the spot where the difficulty really lies, because the difficulty is always moral. 

    RemWhen the Lord touched the womans conscience, in John 4, she said, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 

    JTYes. He brought her soul into direct touch with God, but then, He went further. He told her that He was the Christ. Gideon is typical of the Lord as the Christ, the One whom God has anointed for the carrying out of His purposes. The woman looked on for the Christ; when he is come, he will tell us all things. But the Lord says, I that speak unto thee am be. He was the Christ. 

    His work as prophet made room for His person. So she went to the Samaritans and told them, Is not this the Christ? That was a step in advance of the prophet. 

    I think the thought of Gideon threshing wheat by the wine-press showed that he was qualified personally. He was hiding it from the Midianites; he valued the food. You may get a brother who is very obscure, but he values what is of God, and God owns that. Gideon threshed wheat by the wine-press to hide it from the Midianites. The wine-press is usually the place of judgment. I think it refers to judgment here, but his hiding it shows that he valued it. The Lord hid the treasure. He valued the treasure, and He hid it until the time would come that He could bring it forward to display it. When the Lord was here He was food for His people; He was the standing corn. The question of right food is most important for us. He was engaged with the wheat. The Lord was not with the people as such, neither did the angel say that. Gideon had a good bit to learn. The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. That is in keeping with the dispensation. The Lord was with the judge. 

    It is very beautiful how tenderly the Lord deals with Gideon. And the Lord looked upon him, it says in verse 14. How beautiful to think of the Lord looking on one! Gideon was figuratively Christ. Who would God look upon except Christ? At His baptism God was engaged with that Man as the One in whom all things were centred; everything is made to depend upon Him. As I was saying, the question of food is most vital, because the saints are weakening and succumbing for want of good food. If the food supply is cut off all is hopelessly lost. The Midianitish attack was to cut off the food supply, and it was necessary for Gideon to master the enemies who were preventing the people from getting food. 

    You get the Lord taking account of the secret exercises of Gideon. That is what is so beautiful about it. The Lord gives him credit. He is called a man of might and valour. It says, the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? He does not say, Go in this my might, but Go in this thy might, showing that God took account of Gideon according to the Spirit he was to receive. It says the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. It is not what Gideon was then literally, but God speaks from His own standpoint and takes account of what was to come to pass. The Spirit was to come upon him. So that the work would be Gideons work; in that way the power of the Spirit is attributed to the individual. The source of his strength lay in the place he took as a man; his was a small house in Israel, and he was a small man. That qualified him for the reception of the Spirit. He was morally suited to become a vessel for God. It was encouraging for Gideon that the Lord should call him a man of might. Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? Gods principle is, not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, (Zechariah 4:6). God graciously attributes the power of the Spirit to the individual. Gideon was specially attractive to the Lord. The Lord looked upon Gideon; there must have been that which was morally attractive: and think of God adding to that, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel. But the might was by the Spirit; it would be divine power. The soul may be faltering, as, for instance, Timothy, who was a timid man. The apostle says to him, God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). 

    I think it was praiseworthy that Gideon should think of the people. But it is right to be in keeping with the light that governs the position, and the light that governed the position was that God is with the judge. The Lord was not really with the people. We are very apt to connect God with a state with which He cannot be connected. It was quite out of keeping with the conditions and with what God is, to assume that He could be with the people, but He was going to be with Gideon. It would be quite right to think of the people, but God is careful about what is due to Himself, and He could not be with the people as they were, but He could be with a man like Gideon to bless the people. That is what comes out here. 

    Now, this question of food is most important. If the supply is cut off all is hopelessly lost in the way of testimony. People may get to heaven, but the question is whether we are sustained here in our souls now. When the Lord raised up Jairus daughter He desired that something should be given her to eat. She was to be supported by good food. Our being raised with Christ, according to Colossians, is not in itself sufficient. It is wonderful light surely which entitles us to take the position, but we are only supported in that position by food. 

    QuesWhat would you call food now? 

    JTWe have to go to John 6 for the general principle as to food, but you may have a variety of food. In the case of Jairus daughter the Lord said that something should be given her to eat. It was for the parents to select some wholesome food for her. There is no doubt that there is variety in spiritual food. The Lord is like the parent of the house now; He apportions and He provides food; He sees to it that everything is provided for the household. If you have the prophetic ministry the next thing is to bring in the positive thing in the way of food. The faithful and wise servant is the one who ministers the portion of meat. If you have not such you do not get the meat. If you have a man who smites his fellow-servants, and eats and drinks with the ungodly, there is no good food in the house; there is no portion of meat in the house. So that it is for the saints to see to it that they are not allowing persons in the place of ministers of food who have not any to minister. We must disallow the clerical principle. The underlying condition in the days of the judges was largely attributable to the levitical unfaithfulness. 

    QuesWhat is indicated in Gideon having a desire to give a present to the angel of the Lord? 

    JTThat is very fine. You have a picture of what takes place in the assembly there. It says, And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then show me a sign that thou talkest with me. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present  I understand it may be rendered meat-offering  and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again. Then you have a beautiful picture of assembly activities. You have what Gideon does and what the angel does. There is what we do before the Lord out of the willing desires of our hearts to present something, and, on the other hand, what He does with what we present. It all ascends in perfection, and He goes up, He departs with it. Gideon now is in the full light of what God is, and he rears up an altar to the Lord. It says, And the Lord said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die. Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord. There is a man now who has committed himself; he has built an altar. A mans measure is always his altar. 

    RemThat would be answering to his light. 

    JTYes; answering to the light he had in his soul, the way in which God revealed Himself to him. Before a man ministers I want to see his altar. You want to see the measure of the mans altar. That is, what he is with God. He cannot be anything more with the people than he is with God. 

    The Lord said peace. That is the meaning of his altar, and that was his measure, for, if a man ministers, and undertakes to serve the Lords people, they are quite entitled to go and see the size of his altar, that which he has reared up Godward. You see that in his house. You do not build your altar in the house of God; God prescribes the altar that is to be built in His own house, the length, breadth and height of it. But if you are going to build one He will let you prescribe, and what you do indicates just what you are; that is your measure. 

    QuesDo I gather that it is the measure of surrender or sacrifice we have made? 

    JTYes. It is the place that God has in your heart: that is what your altar shows; anyone can see your altar. 

    RemLot did not have an altar. 

    JTYou could not have an altar in Sodom. Before you can have an altar you must be separate. Altars are reared by people who are separate. After Gideon has built his own altar, he has to go and throw down the altar in his fathers house. He has set his own house right, now he has moral power to set his fathers house right, which shows a man increasing in power, and ultimately he has to set Israel right. He began with himself first, then his fathers house, then the camp of Midian. But before he goes to the camp of Midian he has to train his soldiers. They have all to become imitators of Gideon. That is to say, the Lord Jesus is the great model for us. We have all to do likewise, that is the idea. 

    When you come to the end of the chapter, the signs are evidences of weakness on Gideons part, but the Lord, I think, only uses our weakness to increase the light. They are typical, I think, of the two dispensations. The fleece is the Jews specially favoured on earth, but when the water is wrung out it is measurable, it is only a bowlful; whereas when the dew falls on the ground around it is immeasurable, unlimited, it falls all around. That is Pauls ministry. The one is Judaism, a limited sphere; the other is Pauls ministry, which is extended and unlimited. 
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    GIDEONS FLEECE (JT 13)

    Judges 6: 36 - 40

    My remarks, dear brethren, will be brief This passage came to me as I arrived here, being reminded of the timidity that is apt to mark those on whom God is pleased to place special responsibility. 

    This book affords other examples of this, but Gideon is outstanding, as one who was a successful leader in Israel, and yet marked, especially at the beginning, by timidity. He came under the notice of heaven, and evidently it was because he showed, on his own account, very definite instincts of care for the people of God. He was doing something that would serve the people. It was only in a small way, which indeed is applicable to the service of most of us. He was threshing wheat. We are told that, an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure it from the Midianites (Judges 6: 11). You can readily observe that what he was doing would be relatively of small account  what one man could thresh in such a circumscribed area as a winepress. Nevertheless he was doing something that tended to undo the work of the enemy at the moment, for the Midianites were despoiling the people of food. Gideon was thus marked off as discerning what was current on the part of the enemy and meeting it as far as he could. It was said of one by the Lord, What she could she has done (Mark 14: 8). Such a one comes under the notice of heaven, and if one is to be used, it would be according to such uprightness and accuracy, therefore it behoves him to be subject, as another said, Here am I; send me (Isaiah 6: 8). It is thus that these features are provided for. It is said especially of one who ministers food to the saints, Blessed is that bondman whom his lord on coming shall find doing thus; verily I say unto you, that he will set him over all that he has (Luke 12: 43, 44). Such is the encouragement for those who serve according to the mind of God. 

    The passage says that an angel of Jehovah sat under the oak or terebinth. I suppose this would remind us of stability; meaning that all is held divinely. Then it is said, in verse 12, And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. The angel is a representative of heaven, so the leader, or servant he addresses is to be viewed according to his words. 

    I make these remarks to preface what I have in mind. We know the story of Gideon; we should, at least. It is peculiarly instructive, rising, I might say, to a type of the service of God in Christianity. The chapter records one thing after another, tending to fortify this servant and qualify him for the great service he was to render; yet these verses I read indicate uncertainty and timidity in him. What has touched me, and what I think we all ought to take account of is, how these verses should enter into our prayers. There are those who say, Well, God will do the thing. Many of us speak about faith merely in a theoretic way, which only misleads. When faith speaks, it speaks with assurance. It is not in us as born, nor does it develop in us naturally. The Scripture says, faith then is by a report, but the report by Gods word (Romans 10: 17). It is very real; not mere theory. One ought to be able to give an account of the time when the report came into his soul and carried with it the idea of faith, enabling him to move on in a power that was not hitherto known. In the epistle to the Hebrews a whole chapter is devoted to what faith is and what it does. You may say, God will do what He wants to do. Yes, what is of God must go through; yet God sometimes repents. Let nobody quarrel with that word! That is to say, circumstances may lead Him to take up something else; to change His mind. We read in Genesis 6: 6, Jehovah repented that he had made Man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart. Why should not God feel things? Why should He not act on His feelings? Faith understands that God can be affected, and that He will act accordingly. That is what Gideon had in his mind. 

    Gideon goes on to say, behold, I put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said, verse 37. That is a remarkable thing  a fleece of wool and the dew on it; it is a very small area as compared with all the ground. Let us not be afraid of that. Although so insignificant, yet it had the dew, and no other part had it. That is in answer to Gideons prayer. The Lord says, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say to this mountain, Be transported hence there, and it shall transport itself, Matthew 17: 20. Scripture also says, the prayer of faith shall heal the sick, James 5: 15. You say, God heals him; but Scripture says it is the prayer of faith that heals the sick  an important matter; the power of prayer. So in these terrible times, we are to pray. Every man that has an upright heart is with God about current things. 

    We read of terrible things happening in a certain place. Why is it? Maybe, there is little or no prayer there; that is, prayer that has power with God. Maybe, the place is barren, and the knowledge of God dead. Another place is under divine protection  eminently so. You say, It is to do with God. Well, the fervent supplication of the righteous man has much power, James 5: 16. God is a living God who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe, 1 Timothy 4: 10. Remarkable things; things beyond human power happen among people who pray  the prayer of faith has power; and that is, dear brethren, the one thing I have in mind to impress on every one, the importance of prayer. There is not enough time spent in prayer; not anywhere nearly enough. We are to pray without ceasing, and especially in this awful pressure. Ye that put Jehovah in remembrance, keep not silence, and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth, Isaiah 62: 6, 7. The Spirit of God is pleased to write that down for us. If there is a great emergency involved, distances involved, interference with the testimony, pray with prayer as Elijah did; the heavens are not brass to the saints; the voice goes up; and the answer comes. Gideon prays that there may be dew on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground. No doubt it is Israel that is in mind here; the dew there and none elsewhere, and it was just a little bit of the earth. Israel was blessed when the rest of the world was not. Aaron was to bless Israel saying, Jehovah bless thee, and keep thee; Jehovah make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; Jehovah lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace, Numbers 6: 24 - 26. The blessing of God is there. 

    Then Gideon goes on to say in verse 39, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once! Let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it, I pray thee, be dry upon the fleece only, and upon all the ground let there be dew. And God did so that night, and it was dry upon the fleece only, but on all the ground there was dew. What a night that was for Gideon! In its application to us, the blessing of God has moved out from Israel to the nations, as Paul says, that the blessing of Abraham might come to the nations in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith, Galatians 3: 14). It is here today, in this city. It is a question of God, and redemption in Christ in heaven. At the same time, this great matter involves prayer, for Christ says, I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter ... the Spirit of truth, John 14: 16. So, dear brethren, let us pray and keep on praying. God is so gracious; He comes down to us and gives us to understand that He sees as we see, and He would do as we desire as we ask all in the name of the Lord Jesus for the glory of God. 

    - - - 

    When the Philistines came up against Israel in 1 Samuel 7, such was the day of brokenness and the confessed weakness of their position, that Samuel, instead of arming himself, ceased not to cry to the Lord for them. In keeping with the situation and their condition, he offers up a sucking lamb as a whole burnt-offering to the Lord. It was that which spoke of the preciousness of Christ to God. God was the Judge, and the action was in keeping with the condition which existed, corresponding to our day, when things should be carried out in that spirit of weakness, but standing aside and counting on God to act. And the Lord heard him. 
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    FOOD RECOVERED BY GIDEON (JT 16)

    Judges 6:1 - 24; 7:13,14

    JTWe have, hitherto, been engaged in a more positive way with the different kinds of food that are supplied; but now it is a question of the supply being cut off. There are times of plenty and times of famine. Here, it is not exactly famine, but the destruction of the food supply. 

    AFMThis would be governmental  the result of the children of Israel having committed evil against Jehovah. 

    JTThat is what I thought. We may see the difficulties under which food is supplied in these circumstances. Gideon, I think, represents the energy that would overcome these conditions. 

    HSDWhat would the Midianites represent, spiritually? 

    JTSome natural influence; they were related to Israel, and, I think, denote influence of that kind  influence arising from natural links, and of a very extensive sort, too. It says, And they encamped against them, and destroyed the produce of the land, until thou come to Gazah, and they left no sustenance in Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as locusts for multitude; both they and their camels were without number. We should notice the relation in which these people stood to Israel, being descended from Abraham, as Israel was, but by another mother. 

    HSDAnd Amalek, too, was linked with them. Was he a relation also? 

    JTAmalekites are mentioned in Genesis 14, and then Amalek comes in afterwards in the line of Esau. It is a question as to whether you can trace them exactly to Abraham, but they are the first enemies that Israel met after Egypt; and they are among the last that they will have to do with in their history  a sort of perpetual kind of enemy, always ready to fall in with others when they attack. You will always find that when any others attack, Amalek is ready to join in. 

    AATI notice that the shortage of food did not originate with Midian, but was due rather to Israels bad state, as verse 1 shows. 

    JTWhat God allows governmentally, is one thing, but the enemy and opposition was there. 

    AATBut at the back of that, the people themselves were in bad state, were they not? 

    JTQuite. That is what we are told in verse 7. The prophet here is unnamed; because what was needed, under such circumstances, was the prophetic word. It was not a question of the one through whom it came. 

    APThere must be a difference between a famine, and a lack of food caused by the enemy. 

    JTYes, there is a great difference. The first is the direct hand of God; the other is indirect. The earth yielded its increase, as far as we can see; but the Midianites came up in hordes, and instead of destroying the Israelites, they destroyed the produce of the land. 

    APIs there any difference between the cause of famine, and that of the enemys cutting off the food supply? 

    JTNot much. God might have sent a famine for the same reason, as He sometimes did. Solomon in his prayer (1 Kings 8) contemplates both  the direct action of God, and the indirect; and so also when God proposed to David as to whether He should cause a famine, or whether David should flee before his enemies, or whether there should be pestilence; David accepted the latter, saying, Let us fall, I pray thee, into the hand of Jehovah; for his mercies are great; but let me not fall into the hand of man, (2 Samuel 24:14). 

    APWould it not be more humbling to be dealt with indirectly by enemies such as Midian or Amalek? 

    JTI think so. David preferred the direct action of God. Let us fall ... into the hand of Jehovah; ... but let me not fall into the hand of man. 

    HSDThus he was not in the hands of the enemy. 

    AFNWhat was the character of Israels sin here? 

    JTThey had not hearkened to Gods voice. And I think there must have been some recognition of social relations. Brethren suffer much from natural links and natural influences, so that God often allows you to feel that such are depriving you of your spiritual food. 

    JTSo that the thing we indulge in becomes our scourge. 

    BTFSpeaking of natural influences, had you any particular one in your mind? 

    JTWe are all prone to reflect unduly what is natural  i.e., our natural relations; and if we do, they become our scourge. The solemn thing is that, in such a case, we are so dulled that we do not discern of what we have been robbed. Natural influence might keep one away from the meeting, for instance, and one allows it again, and presently one has no taste for the meeting. We fail to realise what we have robbed ourselves of; but it was the natural influence that begot this sad condition of soul. 

    CAMPeter speaks of the things that war against the soul; and there is the element of war against the Spirit, too. This would be a thing that would war against the soul in some insidious way. 

    JTIs it a question of something that would take away your spiritual food, some natural influence that would rob you. 

    APTJosephs brethren say of him, Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, (Genesis 37:27). They would get rid of what was of God, on natural lines, but as expressing their hatred. 

    AATThe prodigal in Luke 15 became impoverished in the far country, and would have fed upon the husks; then he turned to God. These people seem to have turned to God when in a similar condition. 

    JTThus the divine intervention is seen in verse 7: And it came to pass when the children of Israel cried to Jehovah because of Midian; that Jehovah sent a prophet to the children of Israel. 

    WGTThey made dens in the mountains to escape these things, we are told. 

    JTThey felt their weakness, but that did not deliver them. 

    AFMThe seven years of their oppression would refer to a complete period imposed of God, at which point they cry to Him in self-judgment, would you think? 

    JTI think so; the seven years of suffering and their crying to Jehovah would denote that. 

    TAAre these conditions analogous to those of our own day, in which the man of faith would shine as providing food? 

    JTYes. It is a question as to how this enemy is to be overcome. Gideon represents the man who overcomes in such a situation. It says of Joash that his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure it from the Midianites. Attention is called to the very great difficulty under which he laboured to secure the wheat of the Midianites. 

    AFMHe had sown and secured the crop. 

    JTYes; he had the wheat. The principle of the oppression of the Midianites was, that they would come up in immense hordes, and overwhelm Israel by their presence, and force them back into hiding places. 

    APDoes Gideon represent the element that had been listening to the prophet? 

    JTHe represents a movement to prevent the enemy attaining his end. He is against the Midianites. 

    ARSHe found a way to secure food. 

    JTHe had the right principle before him. 

    ARSHe valued the food, and found a way to preserve it. 

    JTHis hand was against the enemy. You will notice that it is not simply the threshing of wheat, and so valuing the food, but he secured it from the Midianites. 

    ARSHave you any thought about the wine press? 

    JTI think it refers to the pressure Gideon himself was under. A wine press would be smaller than a threshing floor. 

    AFMIs there any significance in the fact that it was wheat he was threshing? 

    JTI think so. Probably it was twice as valuable as barley. 

    TAIs wheat typical of Christ personally? 

    JTWell, not exactly. I think barley is that, inasmuch as it was the first crop of the season, being sown very early. The cake of barley bread that Gideon heard of was not exactly Christ personally, but the apprehension of Christ that Gideon would have. It was baked, being a cake. It tumbled into the camp of the Midianites  an extraordinary sort of movement, but a very effective one, indicating that Midian would be overthrown by the very thing they were seeking to get and carry away. 

    AFMWould the wheat have reference to the saints as a heavenly company? 

    JTIt refers to the saints. It comes in later than barley. Ruth continued from the barley harvest to the wheat harvest; (Ruth 2:23). 

    AFMGideon was evidently superior to natural influence, as indicated in the Midianites, for he had wheat and was threshing it; which might refer to believers in their heavenly position. 

    JTI think what you get out of that is this: he was going in for the best kind of cereal, the most valuable; that is, if a man is going to secure food from the enemy, he thinks especially of the best. You want food that relates to the church. You want to secure the heavenly calling, at all costs. 

    BTFThat order enters into it  barley first, and wheat afterwards; Christ in resurrection and then the saints. 

    WB-wWould the barley bread refer to Pauls ministry? The barley cake tumbled in; it was irregular in movement, but brought about great results. 

    JTIt is something obtained by exercise; it is not objective but subjective truth. If you take the Creed, or well-known Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, these do not answer to the cake at all. Generally they represent something that may be taken in by the natural mind, but that which is baked does not typify what can be taken in in that way. It is the truth held in faith, for the fire has been applied to it. 

    ARWould the wheat suggest labouring in the light of Pentecost? 

    JTI think Gideons service indicates that he was considering for quality. 

    ANWThe word to Gideon is: Jehovah is with thee; but he is not content that Jehovah is with him  he is concerned that Jehovah be with the people. He says, If Jehovah be with us; he has a large view. 

    JTAlthough he is working in small quarters and apparently alone, he is evidently working with the people of God in his mind. 

    APTGideon has a very small view of himself; he says, I am the least in my fathers house. It is good to have a large apprehension of what the saints are to God, and a small apprehension of oneself. He also says, My thousand is the poorest in Manasseh. 

    WB-wI was wondering about the way light comes to us. It says in verse 8, Jehovah sent a prophet to the children of Israel. It seems that all the people should have profited by this light, but an angel of Jehovah came to Gideon only. There must be some distinction between the prophets coming and the Angels coming. 

    JTSuppose there is a prophetic word at a meeting like this, then it is for everyone present but who among us takes it to heart? Tonight or tomorrow the Lord will be looking on us to see who is taking it to heart. This man had evidently taken things to heart, so that an angel sits under the terebinth and takes account of him. 

    AATThis is evidently the first mention we have of Gideon. 

    WGTIt appears that the Angel was there in relation to the house of Joash. 

    JTYes, he has that house in mind and is going to secure it, but his eye is upon Gideon. The hope of Israel is in him. 

    WB-wThe facts mentioned show that there was a work of God in Gideon. 

    FHLDo the persons mentioned speak of what is progressive? First a prophet, then an angel, and then Jehovah Himself? 

    JTIt is progress in nearness and intimacy. It says, Jehovah looked upon him; a conversation follows, and Gideon proposes to bring his present. 

    BTFWould you take the wine press as representing the influence of the death of Christ, including His love, and the food for the people produced under that influence? 

    JTI think that is right. Gethsemane is the same idea as the wine press, meaning a place of pressure, the Lord having gone through the most extreme pressure there. Gideon was experiencing something of that. 

    APIt required patience to work in such limited conditions. 

    JTWe are not of much use unless we begin to work thus. The Lord answered from the horns of the buffaloes, (Psalm 22:21). Think of the external limitations and pressure there! And yet He was accomplishing the great work of atonement! 

    ARSBut He was brought into a large place. (Psalm 18:19) 

    ALGideon was acquainted with the history of Israel. 

    JTThat would show that he read his bible, so to speak; a good example for a young brother to follow. He took account, too, of the character of the enemy; and secured the wheat from the Midianites. 

    AFMThe spirit that animated Gideon was to expand  there were finally three hundred others who were of the same spirit. What a contrast it was to the masses of Israel who were oppressed by the Midianites! 

    ECYou have used the word struggle in connection with a new meeting; to what did you refer? 

    JTTo the difficulties we have to go through. Generally things are not easy, but especially in a new meeting. 

    EGYou would want young men like Gideon in that meeting. 

    JTThat is it; to get things on the true foundation  on the strong place in the ordered manner. 

    CAMThe enemy is always against something of God that is started. 

    JTGod allows that so that your valour comes to light in the effort you make. In spite of opposition and limitation, you are along with David and the mighty men of valour; and so here, Gideon is the mighty man of valour. 

    JTJrDoes it refer to the work of the Spirit of God in his soul  the power by which he did things, as a man marked by the Spirit? 

    JTExactly. He will go on in spite of opposition. 

    ARHis fathers house in Ophrah was his local setting in which he had qualified; now he could be commissioned; it says, Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. One right in his local setting becomes profitable universally. 

    Rem Verse 13 indicates that Gideon felt things keenly: Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? 

    JTGod greatly respects our feelings, if they are the outcome of an unselfish view of things. 

    CAMThe fact that he starts small does not govern the Angels vision of Gideon. The incoming of Christ, although outwardly small, results in what is infinitely great. 

    JTThus you have to consider all these types with your eye on Christ. This gives buoyancy, for victory is in view. What we are considering is a very beautiful history: you have the appearing of the Angel of Jehovah, and then what he said, namely: Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. That was a greeting. What respect there was in the Angels address: Thou mighty man of valour. Gideon would never forget that! 

    BTFThreshing was only a simple work that could have been done by any strong man; but a mighty man of valour would be one like David going out and conquering Goliath; but you would say that the simple service of threshing was owned of God? 

    JTIt was the motive behind it which God owned. We are told why he was doing it; it was to secure it from the Midianites. That is a very important aspect of the subject of our readings. 

    ARSLater he defeated the enemy utterly. That is where his great valour is seen. 

    QuesWhat is the similarity between Gideon and Joseph? 

    JTJoseph was conserving the food, as exalted to the greatest place, under the king, in Egypt; that is, he had all the might of Egypt behind him. He is a type of Christ as now in heaven, having all power, and using it in a moral way. One who controls food has great moral power. Gideon, on the other hand, is labouring in the wine press alone, nobody is subservient to him, as far as we can see. He is the least in his fathers house, and here he is threshing wheat in this narrow place. Joseph had no enemy with which to contend; but Gideon has, and overthrows him. He understands the character of the enemy, and begins by securing food from that enemy. Thus Gideon is another type of Christ with regard to food. 

    WB-wGideon asks, Why then is all this befallen us.  not me, but us. He felt the condition of the people. 

    JTThat is a great feature too  that we feel how the saints are suffering. 

    AGTHe acknowledged it was Gods government, that God had given them into the hand of the Midianites. 

    JTYes; he says, Ah, my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where are all his miracles that our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? And now Jehovah hath cast us off, and given us into the hand of Midian. That was his speech. He felt these things, and knew also what had happened before; he was conversant with Scripture, though as yet wanting in faith. 

    WGTHe is given a mission now: Thou shalt save Israel. 

    WB-wHe could not only secure provision, but he could present something to Jehovah. 

    JTThat is the next thing. He knows how to present food to God. 

    AFMHe has it to present. 

    JTYes, that is a remarkable thing. 

    HSDIt is the act of a priest. 

    JTThat is what comes out. We must not pass over the beautiful touch in verse 14: Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. That was the encouraging word. Notice the recurrence of the word Midian in verse 16. The present enemy is ever kept in view. 

    CHHWould this indicate the feeling and exercise of a young brother before he can be of help and a means of supply to the brethren? 

    JTThat is what may be learned from it  secret history with God, before we are used in public service. 

    HSDDo you connect the thought of thy might with originality? 

    JTI should. It was the kind of might that was seen in the wielding of the flail. I think he must have been a very dexterous thresher. 

    JTJrHe does not commend himself, he leaves it to God to do that. 

    CAMThe very fact of his having wheat to thresh would indicate a long season of exercise. He had sown and he had reaped. 

    JTHe must have watched over his crop carefully, too, and harvested it in spite of the vigilance of the Midianites, showing how patient and yet energetic he was. 

    CAMIs it not a remarkable thing that when God refers to his might, Gideon immediately alludes to his poverty? 

    JTNo doubt that was his salvation. In his weakness he became strong, (Hebrews 11:34). 

    AFMIn this connection Gideon asks for a sign, and obtains a remarkable one, leading him up to the recognition of the Angel of Jehovah. 

    BTFYou were speaking of the comparative value of the food. How do you compare the ministry of Christ risen, with the ministry of Christ ascended? 

    JTThe barley sheaf is Christ risen, typically. The sheaf of first fruits in Leviticus 23 refers, I understand, to barley. The sheaf had been cut but the grain was not detached from the husk. But Christ in heaven is the antitype of the old corn of the land. It was corn carried over from the previous year  denoting the plentifulness of the land. 

    BTFIt would produce an entirely different effect in the soul as one advances to the truth that Christ is ascended, after learning that Christ is risen, would it not? 

    JTIt would. Christ in resurrection is the victory. That is what is presented in the gospel as in Romans; but Christ in heaven is Man in a new place and involves the teaching of Ephesians. 

    APWould you give us some help regarding food for God in verses 18 - 21 of the chapter before us? 

    JTQuality enters largely into it; it is this for which Gideon stands in service; and the three hundred men also, as tested, show they are men of quality. 

    In thinking of food for God, Gideon says, If now I have found favour in thine eyes, show me a sign that it is thou who talkest with me. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. He is now advancing in the truth. He has lost the sense of his insufficiency, and is taking up a priestly attitude, for he talks about a present, and has confidence to ask Jehovah to wait. 

    AFMHe seems to know what to present: And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid of the goats, and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him under the terebinth, and presented it. There is priestly intelligence and order in all this. 

    JTIt is very beautiful, indicating that if we are to serve and minister a portion of meat to His household, we must first learn how to minister to God. 

    CAMMalachi 3:10 teaches that a revival and a supply of food from heaven require that the people must bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house. 

    JTQuite so. 

    APTGideon speaks with a sense of liberty; he would detain God, but in the recognition of His dignity. 

    JTShowing holy boldness. Let us approach therefore with boldness (Hebrews 4:16); and, Let us approach with a true heart. (Hebrews 10:22). That is the principle. It is very beautiful. 

    ALIs all this the effect of Jehovahs appearance to Gideon, or of what Jehovah said to him? 

    JTBoth. I think he had been made a worshipper. It is the effect of a presentation on Gods part to us, which gives liberty and draws out the heart to Him. Not only did Gideon have wheat, but he had a kid: And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid of the goats, and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him under the terebinth, and presented it. He presented it; all this is very instructive and touching. 

    WB-wIt is a good thing to ask God to wait for us sometimes. 

    JTIt indicates a knowledge of God. The more you know of God, the more confidence and holy liberty you have in His presence. 

    AATAccording to verse 22, it would seem as if he did not know to whom he was talking. 

    JTBut he did know, intuitively. With the light of the New Testament we can see that he was acting in the intelligence of the divine nature. All that he does is morally right. The man of John 9 corresponds with this. 

    WGTWhat Gideon does shows that he was taking into account the Person to whom he was giving the food. He presents it. 

    JTI think so. The Lord, when here, was not known much as to His Person, but it is remarkable how certain ones who came to Him acted rightly. When God is working in souls they act becomingly, as if the new surroundings, in which they are, impress them. 

    APGideon puts the flesh in a basket and the broth in a pot. These are made articles. Do you think that we should have what answers to them at the Lords supper? We should not come empty. 

    JTThese vessels are suitable, and Gideon had them. What strikes you is what he had. In spite of these marauders who were despoiling the people, here is a man who has something; he has food. He has all that is necessary for an offering to God. 

    AATHe has a good appreciation of God and of His people. 

    JTHe was evidently conscious of the divine Presence and instinctively knew what to do, which is greater than an acquired knowledge of God; like the two at Emmaus who said, Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, (Luke 24:32). 

    AFMThis service of Gideon must have been very delightful to God as He watched to its climax. 

    WB-wHe had a kid, in spite of the fact that it says there was no sustenance. 

    ARWhat is the thought in the laying of the flesh and the unleavened cakes on the rock. 

    JTIt speaks of stability  The firm foundation of God stands, (2 Timothy 2:19). We are not on sinking sand here, but on the sure foundation. The figure of a rock is often employed in the Old Testament, the meaning of which is made clear in the New Testament. 

    WGTHe is moving under instruction when he places the present there. 

    JTThe Angel directed saying, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rook, and pour out the broth. And he did so. And the Angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Notice it is this rock. So that as we draw near to God, we better understand what to do. Sometimes when you get up to speak to God you have very little in your soul, but thoughts come to you that you never had before. Here, as Gideon came with his present, the Angel instructs him as to what to do. 

    WB-wWhat happened to the broth? 

    JTI think the broth refers to the essence of the offering. It would be what Christ is essentially in His Person. 

    WGTThat would not be consumed? 

    JTWell, it was poured out: Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. And the Angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there arose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. The broth is poured out; the sentence is full of suggestion. 

    AFMThe broth is brought into evidence in His death, and the fire would refer to the suffering side of it. 

    JTIt would. What He is essentially is there. The One who hung on the cross is the eternal God. It is inscrutable, but there it is! 

    WGTWhat does the Angel represent in putting forth the staff? 

    JTI think the staff alludes to experience. It is that Jehovah had been with him, travelling with him. I think it would be as if God had said, I know all about you; I have been with you all the time. The staff denotes authority that arises from experience. The place it has with Moses in Exodus helps as to this. 

    ABPWould Gideon say, in principle, Thy rod and thy staff, (Psalm 23: 4)? 

    JTHe would. He would never forget this experience. 

    ARWould you say a little more about what the Lord is essentially? 

    JTWe must never forget that. Christ has come into the most lowly circumstances, even entering into death, and we are always prone to regard Him in our minds, although perhaps not in our words, as less than He is. His enemies derided Him as on the cross for His apparent weakness, but the centurion, noting the character of His loud cry, said, Truly this man was Son of God, (Mark 15:39). 

    WGTSo the apostle says, Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever, (Romans. 9:5). 

    JTYou never lose sight of that, so that the Lord raises the question with the disciples: Who do ye say that I am? (Matthew 16:15). 

    APDo these priestly features qualify one to meet the idolatry in the paragraph that follows in connection with the altar of Baal? 

    JTThey do. Gideon is going through things with God: And Gideon perceived that he was an angel of Jehovah; and Gideon said, Alas, Lord Jehovah! for because I have seen an angel of Jehovah face to face. And Jehovah said to him, Peace be unto thee: fear not; thou shalt not die. And Gideon built there an altar to Jehovah, and called it Jehovah-shalom. That is the ground reached by Gideon  Jehovah of peace (footnote, verse 24). 

    APIs it a principle that affairs must be set right locally, before there can be general service? 

    JTQuite. Before you take up service in a general way, you must be right locally. 

    APIt was not until after this that Gideon blew the trumpet (verse 34). 

    RDGWhat is there in the fact that he built an altar himself, after the rock had been designated as an altar? 

    JTI think it is to show the progress he had made. Your own altar is to indicate your stature. He is told by God to build the next altar, but with regard to his own altar he has no instructions. 

    RDGGod would take pleasure in the fact that he built it? 

    JTI think so. God takes delight in the growth of His saints. 

    JEHHe had taken into account that God had said to him, Peace be unto thee, and he calls the altar Jehovah-shalom, or Jehovah of peace. 

    ANWIs not the altar an answer to the appearing rather than to what is said? 

    JTI think all that he had experienced in his relations with God so far, enters into the altar. 

    WB-wReferring to the subject of food, would you tell us the difference between Gideon as having the cakes, the kid, and the broth, and Gideon as represented in the barley cake in chapter 7? 

    JTWell, that is what he was himself. The interpretation is: This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon, the son of Joash, the man of Israel. The enemy would be overthrown by a representation of food coming in thus; that is, the barley cake tumbling in. It is a type of Christ risen, but apprehended in the power of the Spirit by faith, for the cake had gone through the process of baking, as we have seen. 

    HSDSo that the food is a weapon? 

    JTWell, that is what we see here  the sword of Gideon. The cake tumbled in, and the tent lay along. It was complete overthrow. 

    APIt is interesting that the three hundred men, as they are about ready for battle, take victuals into their hands; (chapter 7:8). 

    JTExactly. They meet the enemy on this principle of food. 

    APIt is in their hand; and is the kind of thing that is going to overcome. 

    AFMThey got the victuals from the people. It refers to venison taken in hunting, the same word as used in Joshua 1:11. 
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    Judges 6:7 - 40

     We have here an example of divine intervention in answer to a felt need. The need was felt generally, but the intervention related to a certain locality. Two principles therefore are found side by side: what is general and what is local. The general exercise is in verse 7: The children of Israel cried to Jehovah because of Midian. Then the prophet is sent in relation to that general exercise. The need that was felt was a general need, and the prophet brings the thoughts of God in a general way. The angel of Jehovah comes into a certain locality, to Ophrah. If a divine representative comes into a locality, it is in relation to all that is of God in that locality. Then, there is a question that should exercise those who are of the locality: in what state is he going to find them? It says, An angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah. The fact that the angel sat indicates careful discernment; being seated, the angel was watching all those who were in the locality, taking account of all. Thus, not knowing when we ourselves might have such a visitation, we should all do well to be on the alert. Gideon was well occupied; he threshed wheat in the wine-press. It was a region of vineyards; but he had an unusual occupation, for he was threshing wheat in the wine-press, to secure it from the Midianites. That is to say, he was aware of the enemys efforts at that moment. It says that the Midianites destroyed the produce of the land Judges 6:4. A brother who is with God can discern the general attacks of the enemy, and what exercises him is to meet his attacks, and preserve the saints from them. Gideon had no thought of being a pre-eminent servant, but he was occupied with what was of the highest importance at that moment. If we see the efforts of the enemy, we shall try to meet them, according to our measure, obviously. Gideon knew how to thresh wheat, and he used the wine-press, which was not intended for that, in order that the food, being hidden from the enemies, should not be destroyed. Like Gideon, each brother in his own locality can do something. 

     Gideon was a man who felt the state of things in Israel, each one can be in that state of exercise before God. 

     The Lord always considers us; He takes account in a special way of those who are occupied with something. It may be that I am not very capable, but I see what the enemy is doing and I do what I can to protect the saints from the enemys attacks. 

     Can we say that affection for the people of God marked Gideon? 

     Yes. He is introduced as being occupied with a very necessary work. The wheat must be preserved. 

     The wheat indeed has a meaning, has it not? 

     It is the principal part of the food in all countries. It says in Psalm 104:15, With bread he strengtheneth mans heart. Wine gladdens his heart, but bread strengthens his heart. We cannot be satisfied with wine until we have bread. In this Psalm the bread precedes the wine (Psalm 104:14,15). 

     Bread is the first food of man. 

     Christ is the bread of God come down out of heaven, and unless the truth of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ is maintained among the saints, there can be no growth with them. Gideon was occupied with the primary thought of bread. He was occupied with a process which had in view to separate the grain from the chaff. Other services would be necessary to make it into food that could be eaten; it must be ground and kneaded and put in the oven. We see a young man without reputation who is occupied with what is most essential for the moment. He represents a young brother or a young sister who understands in a general way the needs of the saints in a locality, who understands the general attacks of the enemy, and who does all he can to counter his attacks. The enemys attack is very serious. Instead of saying, I can do nothing, for it needs a more able man than I, Gideon sets to work. 

     He has individual exercises in relation to the whole company. 

     Every young brother should learn, but the important question is: Have I some little spiritual initiative? One might say, I have no gift; the Lord has not sent me. But it is a matter of doing what my hand finds to do: Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do with thy might Ecclesiastes 9:10. You will see that men whom God uses in His service are those who begin themselves. When you start on the right road, the Lord is with you. There is an illustration of it in the second book of Kings, chapter 2. Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. The movement begins with Elisha, but then Elijah takes the initiative. Elijah said to Elisha, Abide here, I pray thee; for Jehovah has sent me to Bethel (2 Kings 2:2); but first of all, Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. There was with that young man a spiritual movement. Then Elijah, who typifies the Lord Jesus, is with him in that movement. At one point after another Elisha is tested to show if that spiritual energy is maintained. I take a step; the Lord goes with me, and encourages me to go still further. But those whom the Lord uses in His service take the initiative themselves. My qualification for service is seen in that I begin from the outset in this way. Thus, instead of letting my hands hang down, I say, This work is to be done, and so far as it is within my power, I am going to do it. 

     Paul said to Timothy, Remembering thy tears 2 Timothy 1:4. 

     You will see that in every case where God uses men, they have taken the initiative. It is so with Moses; an Egyptian was smiting a Hebrew; then he intervened and saved the Hebrew; the next day it is two Hebrews who are quarrelling and he would set them at peace. He takes the initiative himself, not having received his mission from God  a mission which was committed to him forty years later. 

    One could quote other examples. It is a principle. It is to be noticed that in the gospels, Peter and John and the others were occupied in their legitimate callings; in one case they were washing their nets; in another, they were mending their nets. So, like Gideon, one does, with his might, what his hand finds to do. The angel of Jehovah salutes him, saying, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. How honoured he was by that salutation! You began that way, Mr. L.? 

     Gideon had no idea of being a mighty man of valour. 

     He was doing a very ordinary thing, but his object was to overcome the enemy. It is specified that it was to secure it from the Midianites. He might have been lazy and hidden the wheat without threshing it, but it was much better to thresh it and reduce it. 

     When Gideon replies to this salutation, he says, Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? He identifies himself with the people; it is very beautiful. 

     One cannot separate oneself from the people, can one? 

     To separate oneself from the people would show pride; the state of the people is our own responsibility. Gideon was much honoured in the very fact that the angel of Jehovah appeared to him. 

     He was with the people in a difficult moment. 

     He was identified in an active way. The great point is that my hand does what it finds to do. The verses which follow show us that he had much to learn; but he did not have to learn to thresh the wheat. He knew how to thresh the wheat, and he threshed it. 

     That is a good lesson for each of us. 

     May each one be led to ask himself, As to myself, what am I doing? Is there anything that I can do? If I do not do what I can do, there is failure with me, and the Lord takes account of it. The Lord said, with regard to the woman in chapter 14 of Mark, What she could she has done Mark 14:8. 

     We have here, in Gideon, a man who identifies himself entirely with the people; he says, us, and not me. We must have in our heart that which the Lord has in His heart, the assembly, otherwise one will only act for oneself. 

     In verse 26 of the previous chapter, Jael put her hand to the tent-pin. She took what was available. 

     That is a good thought. She did what she could. What Gideon said was quite right (verse 13): If Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? It was a question which rightly expressed what was in Gideons mind. What follows is beautiful: And Jehovah looked upon him. It is no longer the angel. It is as though it were said, Here is a brother who ponders! He has not perhaps much light, but he ponders; that is what God loves, those who ponder over things. Then He answers him, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. It is what the man had. First, the angel of Jehovah addresses him as a mighty man of valour. He was to go in his might, as if God would say to him, Thou must make use of thy might. Thus the experience of Gideon would be like that of Paul when he said, Of myself I will not boast, unless in my weaknesses 2 Corinthians 12:5. 

     Go in this thy might  What is this might? 

     That is to encourage Gideon. A young believer needs to be encouraged. God does not cast us back upon ourselves, but we must estimate at its right value the strength that we have. For Gideon, the might comes from Jehovah, who made heaven and earth. If God is with me, there are no limits to what can be accomplished. We have what God is going to use. If I have the Holy Spirit and have learnt to make use of Him (Romans 8), I have power. When I am weak, them I am powerful 2 Corinthians 12:10. There is nothing to prove that Gideon was occupied with his own powers. He was not like one of those who say, Here are we! Numbers 14:40. If I pretend to have might, I am no longer qualified. He was conscious of his weakness, and this weakness is the source of his might. 

     Does not this might show itself in Gideons action at the beginning? 

     The wheat represents Christ, does it not? 

     Gideon made no pretension; he had sober thoughts as to himself. But Jehovah had said, Go in this thy might, and thou shall save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not I sent thee? 

     He was typically a sober and intelligent brother who made use of the strength available to him. 

     He made no pretension. 

     If I live here, I take account of things as they exist generally; I see what the need is, and I act according to my capacity and according to the opportunities that present themselves. Generally, it is after this pattern that men whom God can use are presented. I believe that a brothers gift comes to light first of all in his own locality; then, he goes out in the district, and then into the whole country. The Lord began His service at Nazareth, where He was brought up; then He visited the cities of Galilee; but in Luke He says, I must needs announce the glad tidings of the kingdom of God to the other cities also, (Luke 4:43) everywhere. What is essential is that I do not wait to receive help from elsewhere: I am going to make use myself of the strength God has given me. We can never say when, from an unexpected environment, God will raise up someone who will save Israel. A servant of the Lord, whom several of us knew, complained in his youth of the great needs of Christendom. Then, it was said to him, Improve the world by one man. In the case of Gideon, God intervenes and calls him Mighty man of valour It is good to see the intervention of God, but what am I doing in view of the needs of the locality? 

     The spirit of Timothy is the spirit of Gideon. 

     Exactly. He had a good report from the brethren among whom he lived before Paul used him. He had shed tears. 

     But he was also conscious of his weakness. 

     Jehovah said to Gideon, I will certainly be with thee; and thou shalt smite Midian as one man. He had certain resources. 

     What were those resources? 

     He had not only the strength to thresh wheat, but he had something that he could bring to God. He was not an ordinary brother; he was secretly a priest. He would present something to God. Notice what he brings. He makes ready a kid and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour; he puts the flesh in a basket and the broth in a pot; he brings all under the terebinth and presents it. See what an indication we have here. 

     He is a priest, do you say? 

     And he has something to offer. That shows that, in a typical way and in secret, he had been feeding upon Christ. The kid and the unleavened cakes speak of the humanity of Christ. He puts the flesh in a basket and the broth in a pot: he was a spiritual man. He had very humble thoughts with regard to himself, but he was a priest. He understood what was suitable to present to God. Then the Angel of God said to him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. He is now under divine direction. He has an experience which is entirely personal to himself, which will come out later in his ministry, but it is an occasion specially for him. And the Angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. And the Angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight. His offering is accepted. Gideon typically is accepted in all the value of the offering. In the broth, it is a question of the essence of the humanity of Christ which is presented to God, which brings out the spiritual intelligence of Gideon. The Lord Jesus Christ become Man is presented in His infinite essence to God. At this point, the Angel of Jehovah departs. We see therefore what a wonderful occasion Gideon had, firstly in bringing the offering, and secondly in receiving divine directions as to its disposal. He had a unique personal experience; and there is no doubt that all those whom God uses have, in a certain measure, an experience of this kind. There will be a divine appearing, for God has His own way of making Himself known to us. 

    Reading with J.T. at Beauvoisin, 10th May, 1926, afternoon. 
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    Judges 6:22 - 40

     I intend to pursue the subject we had this afternoon. At the close of our meeting, we were occupied with Gideons present. We remarked that he had by him the means of presenting an offering to God; he brought a kid and unleavened cakes. These things speak to us of the Lord Jesus Christ, as Man on earth, presented to God; the kid as being slain and presented speaks to us of the Lord put to death, and the broth relates to what He was essentially as known to God, and in a certain measure, to the believer; the ephah of flour, that is to say, a measured portion of flour, speaks to us of His perfect humanity, and Gideon was accepted in the value of these offerings  the one would be the burnt-offering and the other the oblation. We were led to contemplate the priestly features in Gideon, for no brother, and no sister, can have power with men before having power with God. But there was still something lacking in Gideons instruction: he did not know God revealed in love. 

    And Gideon perceived that he was an angel of Jehovah; and Gideon said, Alas, Lord Jehovah! for because I have seen an angel of Jehovah face to face .... In the presence of God, there ought not to be such an expression in the mouth of the servant: Alas, Lord Jehovah! The knowledge of God revealed in the death of Christ should dispel all that fear from us, for perfect love casts out fear 1 John 4:18. Fear produces torment, but perfect love casts out fear, and perfect love is witnessed in the death of Jesus. We should understand the death of Christ from that point of view. It is one thing to know that I am accepted as Gideon was, and it is another thing to know what God is as revealed in the death of Christ; what God is in Christ is greater than what I am in Christ, although there is perfect correspondence between God revealed in Christ and my position in Christ. At that moment, Gideon needed to know perfect love. Jehovah said to him, Peace be unto thee: fear not; thou shalt not die. There is a certain liberty in the soul of the one who knows God. Gideons altar is erected in that light. An altar represents a definite progress in the soul; it is my public testimony to the knowledge of God that I possess. He called the altar Jehovah-Shalom. That is the light in which Jehovah had made Himself known to him: Jehovah of peace. We arrive at a point that is very beautiful. I have no more fear in my soul with regard to God. All is adjusted with Him. God is known to me in His nature, and my heart is in perfect rest before Him. 

     Does this answer to the first verse of chapter 5 of Romans: We have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ Romans 5:1? 

     The beginning of chapter 5 of Romans is the complement of the end of chapter 4. After that, the soul can go forward without hindrance, and if tribulation comes it produces endurance; and endurance experience; and experience hope; and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us Romans 5:4,5. Perfect love is known in the heart by the Holy Spirit. I have no more fears, from that side. All that happens to me is in my favour. How many are there among us who possess this altar? This altar is characterised by peace  Jehovah of peace. 

     It is the privilege of all Christians. 

     And one who does not possess it is not in the full Christian position. 

     It is not a question only of possessing this altar, but of building it. 

     The name of the altar indicates the state of soul of the one who builds it. Here, it is Jehovah of peace. It is his public worship of God known in that light. If any one comes to you and asks you what this altar means, you say it expresses the knowledge that you have of God, as Paul says, My God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus Philippians 4:19. That indicates the altar that he himself had erected, for note that he does not say, our God, but my God. 

     Abraham had his altar and his tent. 

     That is the same idea. 

     All that is experimental and personal. 

     Gideon had made progress. He is in public and definite relation with God. He has power with God. Now, what follows is the development of that power with men; for if we wish to help men, we must have moral power towards them. And it came to pass the same night, that Jehovah said to him, Take the young bullock, which thy father hath, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the Asherah that is by it. What right had Gideon to do it? If it had been his bullock and his altar, he would not have needed moral power, but he did need it, so much the more as it concerned what was his fathers. Gideon acts now on the principle of moral power. If I have not moral power I cannot take his bullock and throw down his altar. The verses that follow show that Gideon had moral power with his father, and in verse 31 his father is with him. That is the important point. Do I carry the brethren with me, so to speak, in all that I do? It is an immense thought. Before I can be successful in the testimony I must have moral power, and that power flows from that which I have with God. I have noticed that if one prays for someone, among the brethren in the locality for example, we shall, at the suitable time, have power with regard to him, and the further we extend in our prayers, the more moral power we shall have. 

     It was in that power that Jacob was able to stand before Pharaoh. 

     Yes. He was a prince who had power with God and with men. 

     It is very beautiful to see how Gideons father is entirely won. 

     There is something else that is of great importance: it is the second bullock (verse 26). I believe there may be a danger: that is that Gideon may be aware of the knowledge he possesses, and that God has taken him up on account of his personal valour. As we have already seen, it is true that God recognises the personal valour of a man. But we must not forget that those whom God uses He takes up according to His sovereignty, and each one in particular. The second bullock indicates that one has finished with what the first signifies. Therefore, God does not use me on the principle of nature; that which is natural comes first, that which is spiritual, second. So we have the first man, and afterward the second man. 

     What is the meaning of the Asherah? 

     Gideon used the wood of the Asherah. The wood represents that which had been in the service of Satan and is now in the service of God. After all, every creature of God is good. 

     Was it a public testimony against evil? 

     Yes. Gideons education is very important for us. We are a little inclined to adorn ourselves with the power which, really, comes from God; that would mean that we do not offer the fat to God. The most useful servant, the one who is most successful, always refers to God in relation to his power. There are therefore two things that go together in service: God recognises His own work in the individual, and on the other hand, he chooses him sovereignly, as Paul for example, who was separated for service from his birth. 

     And afterward called by grace. 

     If then one has received his mission from God as sovereign, one is kept in humility. 

     Paul could say, By Gods grace I am what I am 1 Corinthians 15:10. 

     And that was a great triumph, Mr. L. An offering was presented at the same place where the altar of Baal was. And you see that his father approved it. 

     Dionysius, the Areopagite, was also won; Acts 17. 

     All that of which we are speaking takes place between Gideons soul, and God, and his father, before Gideon appears in public. 

     It is particularly interesting to see that it is a son who has this moral power with his father. In verse 34, the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Gideon: God commits Himself to him. 

     What does In the ordered manner mean (verse 26)? 

     Everything had to be suitable, in Luke and the Acts. Everything is done in the ordered manner. There is a certain manner which is suitable. 

     Let all things be done comelily and with order 1 Corinthians 14:40. That is the principal object of the gospel of Luke. It says, for example, And having taken a loaf (Luke 22:19), it is a loaf and not a piece of bread, for the thought is a complete thought. It is not a part, but a complete idea. The local brethren will pardon my having made this remark. 

     Indeed we desire to do what is suitable. 

     So it says that Luke had set things out with method (Luke 1:3); and in the ordering of the Lords supper, it speaks of manner  In like manner, it says in Luke 22:20. At Corinth that was one of the chief difficulties: things were not done with decency and order. The outward things that are placed before our eyes have in view to produce unity. In the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body ... and have all been given to drink of one Spirit 1 Corinthians 12:13. It is a matter of everything that tends to unity. 

     This all bears upon the ordered manner. 

     Would you give us your thought as to the collection? When is it suitable to make it? 

     What is done at the collection should be the expression of the love of the saints. There is what is material and public, which includes the symbols and the collection; it seems to me that that should go together. After that, we are free to enter into the things that are proper to the assembly, the things of God. In Ezekiel, He that cometh in by the way of the north gate to worship shall go out by the way of the south gate; and he that cometh in by the way of the south gate shall go out by the way of the north gate: he shall not return by the way of the gate by which he came in, but shall go out straight before him Ezekiel 46:9. He goes straight before him. We enter with things that relate to time: the Lords supper which takes place until the Lord comes, and the collection which is in view of the needs of the saints. When we have finished with those things, we go straight before us; if we enter by the gate of the north, we go out by that of the south; we go straight forward. There is no one who closes the meeting. If I put the collection at the end, the meeting must be closed, and it is I who close the meeting, while the assembly belongs to the Lord; He says; My assembly, and no one should take upon himself to close the meeting. 

     It would only be after having made the collection that we should enter the sanctuary. Then, we are free. We have finished with all that belongs to time. It says that Having sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives Matthew 26:30. I believe that is what is open to us after the Supper: we can move to heavenly places. It is He who begins the song in the midst of the assembly. 

     Such is the ordered manner! 

     And to what should the proceeds of the collection be devoted? 

     It was said to Paul that he should remember the poor, which same thing also I was diligent to do Galatians 2:10. It is said of those who carried the money collected, they were deputed messengers of assemblies, Christs glory (2 Corinthians 8:23), which shows the place the collection holds: those who dispense it are Christs glory. It is for the support of the testimony, for the support of those who travel and who spend themselves for the Lord. 

     That is what belongs to time. 

     Then we rise higher and higher. According to the power that we possess, we can rise and have our heavenly part. The collection is so to speak sanctified because it expresses the love of the saints. You would not wish unconverted persons to take part in it; only believers should take part in the collection. All Gideons private instruction had made him capable of acting. He blows the trumpet, but only after having been clothed upon by the Spirit of Jehovah. When he blows the trumpet, it is not a question merely of his fathers house, but all hear it. It says that they came up to meet him. 

     The trumpet is of importance. 

     It is the testimony which makes itself heard. 

     Could we say that his service begins at this moment? 

     Paul began quickly, when the Spirit sent him in company with Barnabas. 

     Would you say a few words with regard to the fleece? 

     The first sign is in verse 37: If dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said. That means that God restricts His blessing to a certain locality, and He has a perfect right to do so. That is what He did in Old Testament times: He restricted His blessings to Israel. Now, the second sign is in verses 39 and 40: Let it, I pray thee, be dry upon the fleece only, and upon all the ground let there be dew. God can allow His blessing to spread everywhere, and He can also withdraw it from where it was before. So historically, the blessing of God has been taken away from Israel, and has been spread over the nations. These two signs, therefore, indicate the rights of God in sovereignty. 

     The fact that Gideon asked for such signs does not point to great intelligence on his part, does it? 

     What he did not fully understand, we can understand now, because we have the full light, and these scriptures have been given for us. It is important that we should pay attention to the sovereign rights of God. He can place the blessing in one place, and withhold it from another place. It is not of him that wills, but of God that shows mercy. The epistle to the Romans teaches us this great principle with regard to Israel and the nations. The fall of Israel is the reconciliation of the world. 

     No servant can carry out his service well if he disregards the sovereign rights of God. 

     He must have the knowledge of God and of His sovereign rights. 

     Is there any significance in the bowl-full of water (verse 38)? 

     That refers to the blessing which was taken away from Israel, when the Lord took the cup, at the passover. There were two cups: one is connected with the passover, and the other with the Lords supper. There was the passover cup which the Lord told them to take and pass from one to the other; that is what had been in Israel. The epistle to the Romans tells that they had much because to them were entrusted the oracles of God: all that has been brought to us, and more still. 

     The knowledge of Gods sovereignty maintains the soul in humility. 

     And that teaches you too that God can pass you by, if it is His will. 

    Reading with J.T. at Beauvoisin, 10th May, 1926, evening. 
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    Judges 6:11 - 24; Judges 7:19 - 22; Judges 8:18 - 19

    JTThe last two verses read serve as a clue to what is in mind in this section in connection with the brethren in their relation to Christ  not to one another, but as in resemblance to Christ. 

    GWHThe sons of a king? 

    JTYes. So that we are reaching elevation in Gideon. He has to be taken as a counterpart of what we had this morning, the counterpart of Deborahs ministry. Deborahs ministry, with Barak, is Jehovahs commandment which is kept by those who love God. Gideons ministry is on a higher level, so to speak, in that we have a divine appearing. And consequent upon that we have a spiritual transaction between God and Gideon. 

    GWHThis would be in contrast to communications that might come through another. 

    JTYes. The relations with God are more immediate and intimate. I think that the narrative is to bring out Gideon personally. The prophetic ministry in this section is through another, a nameless person (chapter 6:8), but a prophet; it is not as with Deborah. Gideon brings out rather Christ personally, in type. 

    RemThe climax is in the last verses read. 

    JTAnd so I thought they should be specially before us. 

    QuesHave you any thought as to why it is my mother and not my father? 

    JTIt carries on the maternal side, as Deborah was a mother in Israel. The idea of the mother is there in Deborah, without any product being mentioned. It is simply the maternal idea; whereas here you have a product, the sons of my mother. They were like Gideon, the sons of a king. She had a high ideal: 

    Each one resembled the sons of a king. Probably this was beyond anything Israel had seen, they having no king, but she anticipated royalty in her children. 

    RemJerusalem above ... which is our mother, (Galatians 4:26). 

    JTJust so. Jerusalem ... is the city of the great King, (Matthew 5:35). The idea of the king goes with the city. 

    WMDo you not think there might be included in it the fact that nothing but a subjective state will meet public failure? Objective truth is not so much needed as subjective conditions. 

    JTThat is the point in these two sections. Then, after Gideon you have antichrist in Abimelech, which is another course leading up to Samson. In connection with Samson we get a divine appearing similar to what we have here. These divine appearings are special, because through each you get a distinctly new feature. With Deborah it is a question of what was there  the commandment; if people hear not Moses and the prophets, one rising from the dead cannot persuade them (see Luke 16:31). But a divine appearing contemplates impressionableness in the person or persons appeared to, and brings in something distinctive. It is Gods way. He has a hand in things here, and comes in so as to impress and give character to those in whom He is working. 

    RemThe mother line runs through Samson and Samuel. 

    JTThat idea is continued through the period of the judges. 

    QuesWhere the appearings are lacking, is it because of the condition of the people? 

    JTI think so. In Gideon himself you have a condition that God could recognise, hence the appearing. There is no doubt that an appearing is intended to convey something that had never been here before. 

    ARSThat is what I thought. Saul got the heavenly side, the revelation of Gods Son, (Acts 9). 

    JTThe idea of an appearing is seen in the first one, that to Abraham: The God of glory appeared, (Acts 7:2). It suggests variety of glory. You cannot limit that; it is a question of God. How very distinctive that was! 

    AFMThe appearing to Gideon would be in relation to the condition of the people. This character of oppression had not been before. 

    JTIt was an oppression in connection with food. It had in view to rob the people of food. And so the appearing is to one who is taking care of the food, threshing wheat to hide it from the Midianites. And when God appears Gideon has something to offer to Him. That is a great point; whether there is food for God, for in the food God must have His part, see Numbers 28. 

    A.N.W. Why is it angelic? 

    JTIt was the time of the ministry of angels, but it is a divine appearing. It is the mode of Gods intervention. It says, And Jehovah looked upon him. Jehovah Himself is there. 

    ANWIs it an advance on the Spirit of Jehovah coming on Othniel? 

    JTIt is. The Spirit of Jehovah had already come on persons, but a divine appearing goes further, and is always distinct and new. 

    RemThe form of the pressure has something to do with the form of the appearing, whether in Mesopotamia or in Canaan; this time it is the Midianites, descendants of Abraham through Keturah. There would be a corresponding character about it. 

    JTThere is a certain natural link with the people of God in Midian. I think that the social side is in view in Midian; it is that side which seduces the people of God. Here they are associated with Amalek, and the children of the east, and they destroyed the produce of the land ... and they left no sustenance in Israel (chapter 6:3,4). 

    AFMHow would you apply this lack of food today? 

    JTThe enemy is always seeking to destroy the food supply. There is here an immense number of Midianites allied with the Amalekites. It is the form in which the flesh appears as claiming equal status with the people of God, which, if admitted, involves corruption and the taking away of the heavenly food. Gideon is able to present food to God. He presented it in courses: the flesh was in a basket and the broth in a pot. All is served according to God and accepted by Him. 

    JSIt is like setting forth things in order. 

    JTWell, it is the order of God. I have no doubt that the Lords supper presents the great idea of food, and divine order is connected with it. 

    RemAt the appearing to Abraham at Mamre (Genesis 18), Abraham knew what was suitable; possibly Gideon benefited by that. 

    JTAs a spiritual man he would, no doubt, know about that, and so acquire ability to present food to God. 

    GWHHe was in touch with what had passed; he speaks of the miracles that our fathers told us of. 

    JTAnd now he has food in the wine-press; this may suggest that he had been through the pressure occasioned by the Midianites. The Angel sits under the terebinth, having peculiar interest in Gideon. Sitting would indicate that the matter on hand required definite time and deliberation; it was all of great importance to heaven. 

    JSHis exercises were pleasurable to heaven. 

    AFMAs having food for God, he evidently had a sufficiency, although the people generally lacked food. You can only offer of what you possess. 

    JTA man is accepted according to what he has. 

    Gideon threshed wheat in the wine-press. A wine-press would be a place of small proportions for such an operation. It was not like the threshing-floor of Ornan, which was a large place, for David bought it with the idea of having plenty of scope for the house. A wine-press is contracted, and suggests pressure; we need contraction in view of enlargement. But although he was threshing the wheat under such limitations, he was obtaining the food. In threshing the wheat, he was acting against the enemy. This is important to note. 

    RemWould this be suggestive of what the blessed Lord went through at Gethsemane? He was there under deep pressure and at great cost to open the whole scope of Gods riches. 

    JTGethsemane is pressure; the word conveys the thought of wine-press. 

    WB-wDoes Gideons exercise involve the lifting of things from the Midianites level to a higher level? 

    JTYes, from the level of the social order which would claim distinction in the flesh. Midian and Amalek are the flesh. Midian claims distinction in the flesh. God is raising things to another level and Gideon is up to it. 

    JSWould the word, mighty man of valour imply secret history? 

    JTI think it would. Of course, it would be potential here. 

    AJDThe Angel says, Jehovah is with thee. 

    WMIt was very pleasurable to God that Gideon was considering while he was threshing wheat. As Paul said to Timothy, Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things,(2 Timothy 2:7). 

    JTHis mind was filled with the terrible oppression of the enemy; he was impressed with it. God knew all that exercise, for He knows the thoughts of our hearts. 

    RemPossibly we do not think much in this way. 

    JTWell, I believe that is the suggestion here: whether in ones ordinary employment one thinks of the needs of the saints. 

    AFMThere is something important in this movement of Gideons. He considers first for God. The widow of Zarephath first brings to the prophet a little cake, and thus secures provision for all the famine time. So that if God is first, the people are sure to be considered. 

    JTThat is important. Where God is working you will find His claims recognised. And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not I sent thee? And then Gideon says, If now I have found favour in thine eyes, shew me a sign that it is thou who talkest with me. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. There you have some insight into the character of the man. He has confidence enough to ask God to wait, which is very remarkable here. He waited for Abraham under similar circumstances. God waits for Gideon to prepare the food, and it involves considerable time. But he would know that Abraham had done the same thing, only on that occasion the three men were standing; here Jehovah is sitting, and offers to wait. It is a very beautiful touch. 

    RemMorally it is as great as when Jehovah hearkened to the voice of a man and the sun stood still, (Joshua 10:14). 

    JTWhat follows is what Gideon can provide and do. So that now it is a question of what one can present to God; Gideon says, My present; it tests me as to what I can present to God. 

    GWHIt is what he has. 

    JTA man is accepted according to what he may have (2 Corinthians. 8:12); it is what I can present. So he says, My present; it would be the very best he could give. Jehovah said, I will tarry until thou come again. 

    God is committing Himself to him now. And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid of the goats, and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes; the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him under the terebinth, and presented it. Now we have to follow all this, because he is a type of Christ giving a lead spiritually. In Deborah you have the prophetess and the military movement at the command of the Lord: that was on a lower level. Here it is approach to God  knowing how to present to Him. What can I do in this way? I may copy others, but when I come to a manifestation of God, what can I do then? One is entirely dependent on what he is according to God. It is a question of entering the spiritual realm. 

    RemHere the Lord waits until Gideon comes; often we wait until the Lord comes. 

    JTI think the Lord is giving occasion to show what was in him. He well knew what was there, but would let Gideon show what was in him; because in entering the spiritual realm it is what one is spiritually that counts. 

    WB-wIn Acts 1 the Lord presented Himself living, and Peter in chapter 9 presented Dorcas living. 

    JTActs 1 brings in the spiritual idea. The Lord was seen during forty days after He arose, in a spiritual body. 

    AJDWhat would the Angels appearance suggest? 

    JTAn impression of Christ under these peculiar circumstances. It is an appearing. 

    GWHAnd it would leave a lasting impression too. 

    JTQuite. Gideon would never lose it. 

    WB-wWe are already lifted above the Midianitish element. 

    JTWhat we see is a man taken out of the wine-press to minister to God! God is pleased with what Gideon is doing. He is delighted with our movements at the time of a conference, for example; and also in our prayers which have gone up for months back, in view of this occasion; and now there is opportunity to minister to Him formally. 

    AL-kThe Angel of the Lord did not partake of the food. 

    JTWhy should you say that? It says, And the Angel of God said to him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. And the Angel of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. And the Angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight. 

    Do you think there was odour there? We must not liken God to a man; here Gideons present is accepted. 

    RemIt was really a savour ascending to heaven where the Angel belonged. 

    JTHeaven was refreshed. Jehovah smelled the sweet odour, (Genesis 8:21). 

    JSIt is like the result in John 12 after all the pressure there. 

    RemThe odour of the ointment filled the house. 

    ANWWhy was Gideon left free up to a point, and then he receives directions? 

    JTIt was to bring out what was in him. 

    JTJrHe is really a son led by the Spirit of God. 

    JTYes. Only he receives directions from the Angel: Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock. This was all delightful to heaven. 

    AFMWhat are the rock and the fire? Have they any allusion to Christ and to His sufferings? 

    JTI think so. The rock alludes to Christ, it always brings Him in; He is the foundation on which everything rests. 

    GMcPThe burnt-offering would be wholly consumed, and we see this here. 

    WMElijah said, The god that answers by fire, let him be God, (1 Kings 18:24). It was Gods way of recognising the offering. 

    JTThen the staff in the Angels hand would indicate that there was a journey, and that God had entered into all this. The Lord says, My Father worketh hitherto and I work, (John 5:17). Gods work was going on hitherto; so that this was not new to God. The staff would indicate what had gone before. 

    JSAnd God still is journeying with His people. 

    JTHe says to David, Since the day that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, ... I went about in a tent and in a tabernacle, (2 Samuel 7:6). There is no cessation of the activity of divine love. 

    WB-wIs the fire the answer on Gods part? 

    JTGod answers by fire. 

    RDGIn the case of Elijah it came down; here it rises up. 

    JTThe fire as applied to the offering, brings out its perfection. The staff which the Angel had in his hand would point to the authority of God. He touched the offering with it, and fire rose up out of the rock and consumed it. 

    JSIt is different from what had gone before; previously water had come from the rock; here it is fire for the sacrifice. 

    RemThe reference to the staff is very interesting, because the word of the prophet is: Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage; and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drove them out from before you, and gave you their land. God would continue in relation with what has been before. 

    JTThe staff is very much like the synoptic gospels as compared with John. I think the account of things in chapter 13, where the Angel ascends is more Johns line. The synoptic gospels connect the Lords ministry with what preceded. But in John it is the beginning. I think the staff and the rock here suggest what had taken place in relation to previous operations of God. 

    BTFThe wine-press would speak of the death of Christ, and then the offering would come from one who had entered into that. 

    JTSo that you have a burnt-offering here. 

    WB-wMatthew and Mark refer to food in the institution of the Supper. 

    JTYes. Neither of them says anything about the Supper as a memorial. 

    GWHThat is Luke. 

    JTYes, Luke alone. But the three writers link on the truth with Gods previous operations, whereas John introduces christianity as new and apart from what had been before. He brings in Christ as the beginning of everything. 

    AFMYou get the idea of Gods previous operations from the resurrection being on the morrow of the Sabbath, (Luke 24:1). 

    JTYes. Whereas in John it is the first day of the week. The New Translation emphasises the distinction in this respect between the synoptic gospels and John. 

    AATUp to this point Gideon had not known the person he was talking to. He perceived he was an Angel; but before that he addressed him as Lord. 

    JTHe saw clearly that he was a divine representative; but feared the after consequences of having seen an Angel of the Lord. He had more confidence in his actual presence, than after he departed. When the divine presence is withdrawn we too are apt to falter. Gideon faltered after the Angels departure, as it says, The Angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight. It is very much like the position of the disciples in Acts 1:9, A cloud received him out of their sight. The faith period then began; and it was a question of whether they could hold on after the Lord had left. Ye believe on God, believe also on me (John 14:1), the Lord had said. Gideons faith was tested at this point. 

    GWHAnd we know something of that too! 

    JTYes. It is easier to believe when you are surrounded by the saints, and the presence of God is enjoyed in the meeting; but when alone your faith is liable to waver. So it says, And Gideon perceived that he was an angel of Jehovah; and Gideon said, Alas, Lord Jehovah! for because I have seen an angel of Jehovah face to face .... There is a hiatus there, as though God would not allow him to go the full way. He anticipates Gideon by saying, Peace be unto thee: fear not; thou shalt not die. 

    RemJacob could say, I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved, (Genesis 32:30). 

    HSDHow about the altar? 

    JTIt is called, Jehovah of Peace. A mans altar indicates the point he has reached in his soul. 

    HSDHe built it and named it. 

    JTIt was his altar. Your altar indicates your spiritual stature. 

    HSDWas he established now in the fact that he was accepted? 

    JTHe is answering to the light vouchsafed to him. 

    BTFYou were saying that when the Angel departed Gideon began to doubt. But the point is, that while ones faith may waver, true affection for Christ will not. 

    JTQuite. Then God comes in here. Gideon speaks to God; and Jehovah said to him, Peace be unto thee: fear not; thou shalt not die. And then Gideon builds his altar; and it is said: To this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. It is a permanent thing. 

    Then you have the second bullock; And it came to pass the same night, that Jehovah said to him, Take the young bullock, which thy father hath, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the Asherah that is by it; and build an altar to Jehovah thy God upon the top of this strong place in the ordered manner [note the question of order], and take the second bullock, and offer up a burnt-offering with the wood of the Asherah that thou shalt cut down. And Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as Jehovah had said to him. And it came to pass, because he feared his fathers house, and the men of the city, if he did it by day, that he did it by night (verses 25 - 27). This second bullock is the next point in the instruction; it means that in this revival God had passed by somebody. It is a very searching thing. Am I going to be passed by, or chosen? If God is doing something, we do not want to be passed by. 

    GMcPIt was a young bullock. 

    JTYes, but it was seven years old  suggesting matured experience. 

    AFMThe Lord would have passed the disciples by because of their unbelief, when He walked on the water. 

    JTIf God is moving on, I do not want to be passed by. It is a word for older brethren. 

    RemThey saw Him, which is the secret of His not passing them by. 

    JTThe Lord would have done it (Mark 6:48); it was intentional on His part. Why did God pass the first bullock by? That is the point. 

    QuesWhy did God pass by the seven sons of Jesse, and take David? 

    RemThe bullock was seven years old, as was remarked. 

    JTBut he is called a young one. It is a question of the new man as in Colossians. How ever long one may have been in the truth, how ever many years one may have been in fellowship he is to retain his freshness. 

    RemMoses was, so to speak, as a young bullock at the end of his days. 

    WMBarnabas and Saul were young men when they commenced work. 

    JTA bullock of seven years would be relatively as old as a man of fifty or sixty. It is a question of retaining youthfulness in advanced years. 

    WMThe other bullock was too old! 

    JTThere may be any number of years you like to speak of, passed as a believer, but be sure you can be called young; it is a question of freshness. 

    AFMIt is like the new man of Colossians, as you said. 

    JTNew there refers to youth; it is the new man which we are said to have put on. It is renewed into full knowledge; renewed there, is that there is no knowledge like it. There are two words referring to newness used in the passage (Colossians 3:10): one refers to youthfulness, the other is used in the sense of not having existed before. 

    NMcCYou said the passing by of the first bullock was a word to older brethren. Will you finish that? 

    JTI think it is that God will never pass any one by unless He is obliged to do so. 

    GMcPThe bullock is the greatest of the offerings. 

    JTHere the offering would point to the spiritual wealth that entered into the ministry of Gideon. He worked under disadvantages, for the material required belonged to Gideons father, and his fathers house might be against him. Thus he threw down the altar of Baal and built the altar to Jehovah by night, because he was afraid to do it by day; but he did the work. 

    RemHe took ten men of his servants to help him. 

    JTThe question is, has this man power in his fathers house? He was a member of a family; what influence had he there? 

    RemFull responsibility would be in the ten men. The operation here, involving Gideons fathers property, suggests that Gods rights are to rise above the natural. 

    JTAnd the father came to it. Gideon would convey in what he had done, that he had acted for God who must have precedence in everything. 

    WB-wIn result he would bring the whole family out of the system of idolatry, and on to the level of the true worship of God. 

    JTJoashs house would be exposed to Midianitish influence, for he was an idolater. But idolatry is overthrown; Gideons action brought out the great moral power he had in the household. 

    JSThe house became a stronghold for the truth. 

    JTWhich corresponds to the rock on which the offering was made; there was nothing uncertain about the position so far reached. 

    QuesWhat about the ordered manner, (chapter 6:26)? 

    JTIt refers back to Horeb in connection with the priestly order. Gideon had shown himself to be a priest, and he must always act in a priestly way. 

    RemAll must be done in faith if it is to stand. 

    WMThe Lord took twelve men to do Gods work; it was perfect administration. 

    JTTwelve is administration, not responsibility. It is a question of whether we can act together in love. Twelve is very divisible; we may be divided up in service, but love is never weakened by it. 

    AFNThis new altar built would give Gideon ability to deal with the enemy. 

    JTThe altar of Baal would suggest; other lords than thee have had dominion over us, (Isaiah 26:13). So its overthrow is a question of the family being delivered from the authority of darkness in view of the approaching conflict. 

    RWSGideons brethren do not appear here, and were later slain. 

    JTThey are brought in (chapter 8:18 - 21) to complete the subject. They were slain at Tabor. The link there, no doubt, is with what we had this morning. The great conflict was at Tabor. 

    RemThey had been morally formed by Gideon, for they were like him. 

    WB-wWhat is the difference between the two altars? 

    JTThe first was a personal matter: Jehovah-shalom is what he had acquired in his relations with God. But the second altar is in relation to his fathers house, and the overthrow of idolatry in the whole family realm. 

    GWHThe second altar is reared by divine command; the other, of his own volition. 

    JTQuite. The second was in the ordered manner; it has a public bearing in testimony to Gods rights. 

    RemAnd after this the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, (chapter 6:34). 

    JTHe is qualified for the service and God commits Himself to him for it. 

    The great reducing principle in the next chapter (7) is to be noted; we should pay especial attention to this principle of reduction. I believe the economy of the assembly, among other things, is intended to keep us small; such as, small local companies who merge, when necessary, as we saw in Deborah, from the local idea into the universal idea. I can only take in the universal as I am formed in love. It tends to love in the local company, and merge from that into the universal. 

    WB-wThe commandment connects with Corinthians, whereas the universal is Ephesians. 

    JTColossians and Ephesians  Jael is the gentiles brought in. Deborah merged from the local setting into the general setting in the conflict. But in Gideon you have reduction greatly emphasised, an army of thirty-two thousand men brought down to ten thousand; then to three hundred; then they are separated into three companies of one hundred each. All that means spiritual refinement in public reduction, which God is aiming at now. Contentment in small companies is the negation of the flesh in us and fits us for general conflict. 

    GWHAnd there is a great increase of love. 

    WB-wWould you ever give up in your mind the thirty-two thousand? 

    JTThe thirty-two thousand would lead to reliance on human strength. Twenty-two thousand of them went back; they did not want to go to the battle. There was a further testing at the water, which reduced their fighting numbers to three hundred. It was a poor thing for warriors not to be able to partake of water without lying down to drink it. 

    RemGideons men were as poured from vessel to vessel. 

    RemSo you would look for smaller meetings, but also for quality. 

    JTQuality and unity is the idea. We further see how God helped Gideon at every point: He goes down with Phurah to the outside of the camp, and hears one telling a dream about a cake of barley bread tumbling into the camp! It is here a question of food, and how acquired. It is Christ, but in the form of food. Not grain cut down and presented in a sheaf as in Leviticus 23; it is a cake that had been baked. It is Christ formed in the affections of the saints through exercise. 

    RemThe barley cake was greater than the three hundred or the thirty-two thousand, because it was Christ. 

    WMIt came in in an irregular way. 

    JTIt tumbled in, it is informal, but involved the complete overthrow of the Midianites. The tent was smitten, it overturned and lay along. 

    GWHIt is what is in the saints, spiritual maturity as pre-figured in the cake. 

    JTI think so. Maturity runs through this section; judgeship in Gideon. And then the brethren of Gideon; they are a fine subject; Zebah and Zalmunna say of them, As thou art, so were they. The enemies of Gideon were themselves the judges as to the excellent quality of his brethren. These men typically are like Christ. The enemy may traduce us and even slay us, but they are compelled to admit a likeness to Christ. 

    JSThese numbers reduced to three hundred would involve intensified exercise. 

    JTYou come down to the cake, the product, as it were, of Gideon and his three hundred. 

    GWHThese kings say, Each one resembled the sons of a king. Gideon says, They were ... the sons of my mother. You get the outside impression as well as what Gideon says. 

    ANWThey were like royalty. 

    JTGod has His own idea of royalty. Gabriel says of Christ, He shall be great, and shall be called Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for the ages, and of his kingdom there shall not be an end, (Luke 1:32,33). 

    RemReferring again to meetings: you would not be discouraged with small meetings. 

    JTIf they are not growing or are dying out, you would be discouraged. The idea is increase spiritually and in the number of meetings. 

    GWHA meeting should divide if it gets too large. 

    WNWe have only one meeting in R  . 

    JTWe all know that. We have been thinking about that for years, and wondering why there are not two or three meetings here! 
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    PRAYER (JT 64)

    Mark 1: 35; Judges 6: 36 - 40; 1 Chronicles 4: 9, 10

    In reading these Scriptures, judging that three should be sufficient for such ministry, I have in mind to speak about prayer. It is a very wide subject, and therefore I do not intend to attempt to cover the ground indicated by the word, but rather to look at specific prayers, which I apprehend should mark us. We are apt to say prayers, formal prayers, and to limit ourselves to them. God does not grow weary of prayers, even although they be repeated; at the same time I apprehend that He looks for variety in our prayers, and that He looks for sympathy with Himself in our prayers. The exercises entering into prayer and the service of God are many and varied, so that fresh thoughts are in order in our prayers. I only need to recite Solomons prayer to indicate how varied prayers may be. It was a very long prayer, but I do not at all advocate long prayers in public, audible prayers, but prefer brief ones covering what may be urgent at any given time, and as covering what is urgent our prayers should include current events in the whole world, current happenings in it. 

    Now I turn to Mark, although seeing it was the subject of prayer it might be thought that I should turn to Luke, because Luke is more priestly, if I may say so. He affords us more detailed instruction as to prayer than any of the evangelists; in fact he is the one, and the one only, who tells us of the disciples who asked the Lord to teach them to pray. We are told in Luke 11 that the Lord was praying in a certain place. This is quite in keeping with general scriptural facts, that prayer should be at a certain place or certain places, and so it is that the brethren with whom we are walking together have on our Monday evenings special prayers, and the Lord blesses these, for as I know, the brethren always leave the room refreshed. That is to be expected because God makes us joyful in His house of prayer. He makes us joyful at other times too, but He does so specially in His house of prayer. It is Luke who tells us that at Philippi there was a place where prayer was accustomed to be made; it was by a river. 

    I cite these matters, because they are actual examples, and it is always important in ministry to base what one says on Scripture. Every Scripture is inspired of God and is profitable, and now as I am speaking about prayer, Scripture certainly is profitable for our instruction as to prayer. So Philippi is noted in that sense, and we get a word by Luke again in the book of Acts, that a certain man of Macedonia was heard by Paul in a vision to say, Come over into Macedonia, and help us, Acts 16: 9. We cannot say what the us covers, but it is what I would call a prophetic voice in prayer, and one to be examined and followed. If here in Durban there is need in any particular way, and it may be there is need of help in some matter that should be attended to, then I would urge the brethren to pray about that matter, and to say to someone who can help, and has perhaps helped before, Come over to Durban and help us. You will get an answer, although you may have to wait for it. Paul did. The man in Macedonia did not appear right away to him, but he did appear, and appeared in most remarkable circumstances too, when Paul and Silas were in the deepest sufferings, their feet fast in stocks, put on by the jailor, and they were suffering, but they were praising God in their sufferings. You may be sure that God will have respect not only to our prayers, but to our praises, as He had respect to the praises of Paul and Silas. They were praising God in the jail. The jail was turned into a temple at that time. God knows how to do those things too. God would show us how powerful He is, and what He can do, what His people can do too, even although the circumstances be unusual and perhaps not suitable. I suppose this hall in which we are gathered was never so good as it is tonight with the saints in it. 

    God can turn uncomfortable places into comfort. It would result from prayer for whatever may be needed, and consequent praise. So Paul was praying in the jail, but in praying he praised God; he knew how to turn from prayer to praise. It is a great matter, because praise is for God, prayer too. God has pleasure in our prayers, but praise is especially for God. The Lord Jesus Himself said, In the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises, Hebrews 2: 12, the very best place you could think of. I do not know of any other place so suitable for praise to God as His assembly. Everything in it is sympathetic normally; it is the place for prayer, too. There is plenty of sympathy in it for prayer, as we prove every Monday night, but there is also sympathy with God for praise, and that was what Paul and Silas yielded to Him, perhaps unexpectedly to themselves, but certainly it was yielded, for in their prayer they praised God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Some of us have been on board ship for about twenty-six days, and we have had prayer together almost every Monday night, we have had readings of the Scriptures, too. I must confess that sometimes we found the place not quite suitable, but last Monday night, especially, it was turned into a temple, a temple of prayer. We were joyous in it, too, but then Paul and Silas found the jail turned into a temple too. God found that there. One might perhaps venture to say that it would be difficult to find an incident more interesting to heaven than that incident was, of prayer and praises. The priests were Paul and Silas, suffering brothers, their feet were fast in the stocks when all this went on. What a pleasure to God! I am sure, dear brethren, you will all sympathise with me when I say that God is looking for, and is entitled to look for from us at all times, sympathy with Himself. We may look to Him for sympathy. He is the God of all comfort; remember that. You cannot add to all, it is the completeness of the thought, and God is the God of that, He is the God of all comfort. 

    I come now to Mark. As I said, I passed by Luke, but I was compelled to refer to him two or three times. I want to speak now of the Lord praying, not only praying in a certain place, but praying at a certain time. Mark says, And in the morning, rising up a great while before day. The Lord at such a time, we are told, went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed, Mark 1: 35. You can picture the position, dear brethren, and, of course, the heart is always alert normally in thinking of the Lord Jesus in any circumstance in which He was pleased to be, but especially so when He is pleased to be in prayer. The servant in Luke 11 saw the Lord praying, I should judge. Luke says He was praying in a certain place. We are not told whether it was morning, evening or night, but that it was in a certain place. The idea of place has to be observed because it really enters into the local assembly, as stated in Pauls epistle to the Corinthians, in every place, where believers call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; that is where the local assembly is to be found, and calling on the Lord is characteristic of the local assembly. We have been praying together in the ship, as I have said, and reading the Scriptures, but we have not broken bread there, for I do not gather that a ship is exactly a place in the sense in which the Spirit of God speaks of those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. The character of a place is that it is a fixed position, even as the place where the prayer was carried on in Philippi; it was regular and it was a fixed position. It was a place where prayer was wont to be made, so I think that enters into the local position, but a ship does not cover the scriptural idea, hence I certainly would have no part in the breaking of bread on a ship. You may think it a small matter, but I am just seeking to illustrate what I am saying, so that we can have things right in our hearts, as to where things are to be done. 

    Now I am thinking of where, there is the idea of where here; there is a desert place, and rising in the morning, long before day, the Lord went out and went away into a desert place. The word desert there would signify that the place was devoid of anything that would be attractive to man naturally, not that the Lord could not enjoy things, in nature, in the creation. He never made much of it, but at the same time He was not dead to the excellencies of creation. The Lord said, Consider the lilies ... how they grow. He knew more about the lilies than even Solomon did, for He created them, but He did not occupy Himself much with these things. Presently, as the Son of man He will put His right foot on the sea and His left foot on the land, and He will cry as a lion roars, meaning that He has power, has a right to exercise power in all the earth. The earth is the Lords, and the fulness thereof. It is His, and He made it, but He is not occupied with it just now. He is occupied with the assembly, dear brethren, I might say exclusively. 

    You may say, He is occupied with the gospel. He is, but that is just a means to an end, to bring about the material for the assembly, and the Lord has the assembly in mind. He loves it. He is going on with it: he is as a bridegroom going forth from his chamber, we are told in Psalm 19, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run the race. If He goes forth as a bridegroom, of what is He the Bridegroom? You may say, that may be Israel, but I think the Spirit of God would direct us to the assembly. The Israelitish bride will exist, of course, but I do not think it will be an eternal thought, but the assembly will be, and that is the thing for us to get a hold of, that we belong to what is eternal. We are not simply those who know about it, who read about it, but we belong to it. So the Lord going into the desert here would imply that He selected a place where He would not be diverted, not that He would be diverted in a wrong sense, of course, God forbid that I should have even a shade of a thought as to it, but at the same time there were things that the Lord would avoid at certain times, and we should learn to avoid them too; they may be right in themselves, but we should learn to avoid them at certain times especially. So when the Lord selected a desert place, early in the morning, to go out and pray, we want to see just what is meant in all that, and whether it has any application to ourselves in this matter of prayer. Another matter that comes up in relation to it is. Do we know anything about fasting? I quite freely say, dear brethren, that I am not very accustomed to it, but I do see that the Spirit of God would lay upon our hearts to learn how to fast. 

    The Lord says of a certain difficulty, This kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting, Matthew 17: 21. A special kind of power comes through fasting as allied to prayer too; and I think this is something which we should have laid on our hearts, dear brethren, this matter of fasting. Perhaps we shall get more answers to our prayers, realise more power in them, if we do. Of the Lord here, it is said, In the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, 

    and there prayed. It is a special selection. You can see the Lord looking for the place, and He found it, and He went to it, and then He kneeled down. I verily believe all these things are true. The attitude of prayer would be seen too, for we are told that He kneeled. I do not say that we should always kneel, because we are told to stand praying sometimes, but I can visualise that the Lord of glory allowed Himself to be written about in this sense, that He went out early in the morning, got up from His bed wherever He slept. He was at Bethany, and in the morning there was a fig tree there and there were no figs on it, and He cursed it. It shows what circumstances would lead the Lord to do. Are we accustoming ourselves to get the manna before the sun is up? The Lord went out, according to Mark, and selected a certain time early in the morning to pray. We are not told how long He spent in prayer. In Luke we are told on one occasion that He prayed all night. 

    I want to go on to Judges 6. I am singling out first the Lord Himself, then Gideon and then Jabez. Gideons is specific prayer. I would urge the young people to pray specifically, not just going over your usual prayer. Our lives and circumstances change, and change comes of necessity into our prayers. Gideon was engaged in the Lords work, which was most strenuous. I could say much about Gideon. I think the allusion in 2 Corinthians 4: 7 is to Gideon. The breaking of our earthen vessels, our bodies, which are liable to die, corresponds with Gideons pitchers. Our earthen vessels are broken through discipline and death; perhaps through age or sickness or whatever it may be that weakens us, but the light shines. One would not simply suppose that his light shines merely because he is an old person. It is as the earthen vessel is broken, that the light will shine, and the point is to disallow all that pertains to mere nature in the body, which hinders the light. Gideon is an example of this, and now he is in a strait, and in his strait he has a specific prayer, and it is this: Gideon said to God, If thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said, behold, I put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said, Judges 6: 36, 37. God had said He would do this, and Gideon was moving on that principle, that God was helping him, and using him, and his prayer is just to implement what is going on. God was helping him in what he was doing, and he was doing a great work. We are engaged in a great work, and however small we may be in it, beloved, the work is great nevertheless; it is of God, of Christ, of the Spirit. As Solomon says, it concerns a great people, too, not that we should eulogise ourselves, save in the light of what I am saying, of what the saints are as the handiwork of God, they are a great people in that sense, and God so regards the saints. 

    So Gideon was in a strait, and he thought he would prove God. Apparently his faith was not just as strong as it might be, and who is ready to say that his faith is always as strong as it might be; we read of great faith. We have spoken of it elsewhere; one ought to covet that, and great faith at all times, but especially at specific times, and this is the point with Gideon; he had faith, but he wanted great faith. Gideon said unto God, very simply, If thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said, behold, I put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said. He had a good basis for his prayer, for God had said He would do it. In order that the testimony may go on we may be sure that God will do what He has said. Gideon was concerned that he might be in the thing thoroughly, and not be fearful in it. He was a man of great courage, but he is relying on God and what He had said. As thou hast said, is the ground he is on with God and he tells Jehovah what he would like to be done, that is to say, that there should be dew on the fleece only and it be dry on all the earth beside. Then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said. And it was so. 

    Now, dear brethren, I want you all to take that into your hearts, that it was so. Gideon simply asked God to do this, and it was so. The matter happened, and why should it not happen in my case; in any specific cases? One could mention specific cases in ones history, but I do not want to do that, for there is not one here who could not also mention specific matters in his history when God has answered. It is a question of what may be needed, and whether we get to God, so that the thing may happen. I want you to weigh that over. Get to God, as Gideon did; whatever it be that you are urgently in need about. Gideon is an example for us; he is set down as a man of faith, as the writer of the Hebrews says. Time would fail me to tell of Gedeon (chapter 11: 32); he had others also in mind, who, as Gideon, acted by faith. He was one of the men of faith, who did things for God. God acted to confirm his faith, so that, as he asked God for something, it was so. What he asked for, that there should be dew on the fleece only, would mean that the blessing was limited to Israel; that fact was seen in the history; for years and years, the blessing of God was on Israel. God had been with Israel and the nations were left out. 

    The woman in Matthew 15 who cried to the Lord for her daughter was one of the nations, and the Lord did not listen to her. He did not answer a word. Later in answer to her urgent appeal He says, It is not well to take the bread of the children and cast it to the dogs. Now that was the position of Israel, and the nations. In Israel the blessing of God was known, and will be again too, presently; it is not there now, far otherwise. I will hide my face from them, God said, and He is hiding His face from them, but presently God will unveil His face to them, and will cause His face to shine on Israel, but He is not doing it now. Gideon asked Jehovah to do this to the fleece, and God did so. But Gideon says. Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once! Let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it, I pray thee, be dry upon the fleece only, and upon all the ground let there be dew. This speaks of what has come to pass, the blessing of God has gone out to the gentiles, and it has departed from Israel, and things have gone on those lines ever since the rejection of Christ by Israel until now. It is a gospel text truly and rightly so used. The present is a time of blessing for the gentiles. Gideons second prayer, which also happened, was that the fleece should be dry, and that the earth should be blessed. Upon all the ground let there be dew, that is the present time, and it says: God did so. These are specific cases, and it is for each of us to prove that. Firstly, it was so, and secondly, God did so that night. 

    The passage in 1 Chronicles 4 says that Jabez was more honourable than his brethren. If a brother today is more honourable it means that he is more devoted, and God will not fail to honour devotedness in a brother or a sister. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!. In this case it is directed to the God of Israel. Today He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who raised Christ from the dead, and has chosen us in Him. That is the present time. Elijah said to Elisha, Thou hast asked a hard thing, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee, 2 Kings 2: 10. He had asked for a great thing and he got it. So it is here. He says: Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed ... And God granted him that which he requested. He was specific, and he got his request that he should be blessed richly. He was not small in his thoughts. The Lord said to His own, Ask, and ye shall receive. Let us learn to ask, especially in specific matters, because God will answer us. He knows the agony of soul and what you want to have, and He will give it to you. 

    I hope what I have said will bear fruit, for these services are nothing if they do not bear fruit. We are to be attentive while the ministry is going on, and if we lay it to our hearts, the blessings will come. Let specific prayer be in relation to the assembly, and what God and Christ and the Spirit are going on with. We can hope to get answers to all specific requests on those lines. 

  

  
    SPIRITUALITY IN LEADERSHIP (JT 92)
    

    
    
  
  
    SPIRITUALITY IN LEADERSHIP (JT 92)

    1 Corinthians 2: 15; Judges 6: 19 - 24; Judges 9:7,8; Judges 9:21; Judges 15: 15 - 17

    I Have in mind to speak about spirituality, particularly to show how that in the Old Testament it was seen in relation to leadership amongst the people of God. It was early lost sight of in the history of the assembly, but the Lord took great pains to leave a spiritual state behind when He ascended up to heaven, the forty days were to that end. He could have gone up to heaven immediately He rose from the dead, but He remained here for forty days. Those days were occupied in spiritual movements by Him, intended to be educative, intended to impress His own spiritually, and particularly those who were to serve, and all the saints, of course, for He appeared to five hundred brethren at one time, but particularly those who were to serve and lead the saints. 

    So, in Mark, which evangelist stresses the thought of service more than the others, we are told He appeared to two, and in another form, we are not told what that form was, but it was another  as if to suggest that what form He may take at any time is left open. Mark is the only one that mentions this and no doubt he has in mind those who were to serve, and in serving, if acceptable to God and profitable to the saints, this will put them in the place of leadership in some sense. The idea of a leader is not simply that one can answer questions in a Bible reading, but one who goes on in service and suffering, whom others can emulate; a leader is one who goes before in a spiritual way, acceptable to God and profitable to men; such give a lead. 

    The Lord would give such servants to understand that He may show Himself according to His wisdom, 

    for they will need such support. To the greatest of His servants (the apostle Paul) the Lord indicated that He would appear to him from time to time, and He did, and when the apostle needed it, too. When he was greatly pressed at Jerusalem, the Lord appeared to him. Those of us who serve may in some measure count on such advantages, nor should we continue in any freshness in leadership save as we avail ourselves of them. 

    We are told in 1 Corinthians 15 that after His resurrection the Lord appeared unto Cephas, as if the apostle would impress the Corinthians with spirituality. He had already told them he could not speak to them as unto spiritual. The Lord had first appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve, then to five hundred brethren at once, then to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all to Paul. The Lord took occasion to impress them with His own movements as risen from the dead. No people previously ever had such an experience  a Man risen from the dead moving as entirely unrestricted by material conditions. Peter said, Us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead, Acts 11: 41. The Lord took pains to tell them that a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have, Luke 24: 39. 

    In Judges we see men educated spiritually, and we see how they took in the divine thought: Gideon, Jotham, and Samson. Gideon was well employed and an angel appears to him and instructs him; and some of us may be well employed and yet need spiritual instruction. Apollos is an example of this (Acts 18: 24 - 26). Gideon was threshing wheat in the winepress, and doing it well, no doubt, using the flail as well as anyone in limited circumstances, always a wholesome experience for young servants. One may be well employed and serving in difficult circumstances, but nevertheless stand in need of education, so as to serve in a spiritual way. Gideon is honoured in that the angel came and sat over against where he was working, and we may be sure that in any little service pleasing to God that is what happens. Heaven is taking account of this and when that thought comes into the soul of a young servant it has a lasting effect upon him. 

    Most interesting things follow, and in them we can see that Jehovah was intent that this young servant should become spiritual; the conversation took that turn. God would give the servant to understand that He is taking account of him, also giving him an opportunity to express himself as to his antecedents and circumstances generally. This brought out the state of Gideons mind, and what followed afforded remarkable spiritual instruction, which would affect Gideon henceforth. Spirituality is not merely having the Spirit, but in being formed by Him according to what God is as presented objectively in Christ. God being thus apprehended, the Spirit works in the believer and there is a subjective effect marked by spirituality. The Lords statement that God is a spirit enters into this great feature of the truth; also His statement as to the new birth, that that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. John has in mind to build up a constitution for the last days, and only these great basic facts received by faith will suffice. God is a spirit, and what is effected in us by the Spirit is spirit; it is not the Spirit, but the character or kind of result, and through redemption known in the believer and the Holy Spirit received, spirituality is developed. All this is in mind in the manner in which God comes before Gideon, with the result that he is set up in liberty with God; every word that passed was to this end. Gideon says to Jehovah, Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. It is now God and Gideon. That is how individuality  free, holy relations with God  develops in a christian; he comes to understand it is God and he. In a similar way in Genesis 17 Jehovah says to Abraham, It is I, the time had come for Abraham to come into such dignified and yet reverential terms with God. It was now Jehovah and Abraham, so that he was said to be the Friend of God. This thought of individual relationship began early; it appears in Enoch as his first son was born, and it says he walked with God. His example should be borne in mind in thinking of our eldest sons. Similarly Abraham and Isaac went together. Abraham was not going to seek university honours for his son; he was going to offer him up; morally it was the finest walk conceivable as Abraham and Isaac walked together to mount Moriah. As regards Enoch, we find Cains world had that name, too. The world borrows from christians. It is as much as to say, we have what you have. Enoch implies one taught or disciplined, and the world can say, We have such, too. Thus the world carries on and makes itself attractive. 

    Enoch would have intimate relations with God as his son was born, the finest desire that could come into his heart. Enoch walked with God. Abraham was directed to walk before God and what follows is a conversation between God and Abraham; and God went up from Abraham. He left Abraham here and He went up. But Jehovah came back, according to the next chapter, and Abraham entertained Him. No doubt Gideon had this in mind  that similar holy intimacy had been enjoyed earlier, and hence he desired the heavenly Visitor to stay while he fetched refreshment. He was, so to say, on easy terms  not irreverent  but free, holy terms with God. He was making acquaintance with the One he was to meet later, and it is most important to do this at the start and to call upon God. He will never fail you in a critical time  in an address or any such service, for perfect love casts out fear. 

    Jehovah answered Gideon saying, I will tarry till thou come again. Think of God, the Creator, the upholder of all things, waiting thus on His creature God is there, setting His prospective servant at such ease in His presence. What Gideon brought must have taken some time to make ready. He had to find the kid and kill it and prepare it, also the unleavened cakes. Yet he had such liberty with God that he could ask Him to stay, and God said He would stay. Many of us are legal and fail in confidence in God when we need His help. Gideon would never forget this occasion. The lesson learnt would enable him to call upon God in the crisis he later experienced. This was a spiritual matter implying his secret relations with God and would ever be a source of strength to Gideon. What follows is that the angel comes in mediatorially (verse 20), as if he said, I have waited for you, now I want to teach you how to be spiritual. He directed Gideon as to what he was presenting, and then the rock was introduced. It is most important that in our service we should be on solid ground. We are told elsewhere that the Rock is Christ, what Christ is as Man before God. The angel says, lay them upon this rock. Everything is where it should be. This is the school of God and the young servant is learning. Then it says of Gideon, that he did as he was directed without question. The believer is to be on a sure basis in what he is doing. And so it follows that fire came out of the Rock; power to consume the sacrifice is a further thought. What will Gideon now do? Has he taken in the great thoughts presented to him in such a gracious way? He says, Alas, Lord Jehovah! He has dropped from the sense of confidence seen in verse 20, and this is very common. But Jehovah says, Peace be unto thee: fear not; thou shalt not die. Gideon, assured, builds an altar to Jehovah, calling it Jehovah-shalom. That represents what came into the mans soul; it marks definite progress. He has reached a point he had not reached before. He is restful and confident in the knowledge of Jehovah of Peace. 

    Referring to chapter 9, what I have read is all we get of Jothams service. What we are told is enough to indicate that he must have been with God. He was a remnant of a family, just one left, but he knows just what to say, and he says it, and evidently said it to be heard. He chose his position, delivered his message and fled (verse 21). Where did he flee to? We may have to perform such a service, but it must be in the right place and expressed in the right terms, then you can leave as he did. Jotham was evidently spiritual, he went to Beer and continued to dwell there. A great service was rendered, but was he fully equal to it? It was a remarkable address, full of spiritual matter, and evidently delivered with feeling, for he cried. Then he went to Beer, which would allude to a well  figuratively the Spirit. Thus recognising the Spirit, Jotham would be sustained spiritually and equal for further service. A principle in spiritual ministry is that it is followed up and made effective by God: here it is said that on the men of Shechem came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal (verse 57). It is said of Samuel that none of his words fell to the ground. Words that fall in honest and good hearts do not fall to the ground. The real depositary for spiritual words is the heart of the saints, and so God saw to it that Jothams message did not fail. God rendered back the wickedness of Abimelech which he did to his father in slaying his seventy brethren. 

    Turning to chapter 15, it says of Samson, that he found a new jawbone of an ass. This was at a very critical moment. What Samson had been doing on the top of the rock Etam we cannot definitely say, but no doubt he was gathering up strength from God. He was in the presence of mighty foes and they were shouting against him to overwhelm him, but Samson found what he needed, something fresh, the word new is fresh or moist, meaning that the ass had been recently slain. It refers to the death of Christ, always fresh in testimony, never old or stale. In a truly spiritual man the things of Christ are never old or stale. God never fails those who trust Him, and here we have an example of what God is to His servants. Spiritual education enables the servant to draw upon God in a crisis. So he supplied Samson with this weapon, and with it he slew one thousand men. This was a fresh matter and really every service should have that touch. It is freshness as much as the words in ministry which touches us. What Samson says of the jawbone is also fresh. These lines, verse 16, which he composed were not premeditated  he speaks in poetic language. He is speaking of what he had done, and how ready he is with his language: all indicating freshness and power  so essential and effective in the service of God. And then when he has made an end of speaking he casts away the jawbone. Well, I think if some of us had that jawbone, we might take it home and put it in a glass case  that is, something to point to at any time, but having spoken about it in freshness he threw it away, as if to suggest that he would not use it again. Nor would he put it among the antiques of his family! He had done with it. But he called the place Ramath-lehi, for a testimony, to be taken account of by faith, entered into it. 

    Then the passage says that Samson became thirsty and called on Jehovah ... . And God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. It is all a question of freshness; Samson had secured a great victory, but in the next service he will want something else. 

    The incident affords a striking spiritual example, especially for those engaged in the service of God; also an example as to how divine help is immediately available as called upon by faith. As we call upon God in a crisis He will not fail us. 

  

  
    "AFTERWARD THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL" (JT 94)
    

    
    
  
  
    AFTERWARD THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL (JT 94)

    Mark 14: 26; Mark 13: 1 - 5; Acts 1: 12 - 14; Judges 6: 17 - 24; Judges 13: 19, 20

    My exercise, dear brethren, in reading these scriptures is that the Lord may help us so that through what is said we may become more spiritual. It is said in 1 Corinthians 15: 46 that that which is spiritual was not first, but that which is natural, and afterward that which is spiritual. What is referred to is what is now established in our Lord Jesus Christ as risen up from among the dead and ascended up into heaven, therefore the afterward spoken of in the passage I referred to is now in effect. The spiritual order of things has come to pass and has supplanted the natural order. Our Lord Jesus Christ came into the natural and recognised it. He came unto his own, as we are told, and as in the midst of His own after the flesh He recognised all that entered into that legitimately. But then there came a time in His ministry in which He said to His mother, when she intimated that she knew something which He did not know: Woman, what have I to do with thee? John 2: 4. He announced in that remark to His mother that as His own had rejected Him He was now entering upon the spiritual order of things, and in that order of things the natural was superseded. It is the sense I have, dear brethren, that with us there is the need of being reminded of these facts, that has led me to read these scriptures, because it is Gods thought that we should be brought into what is spiritual, and that we should be in it intelligently as judging the relative superiority of the spiritual to the natural. 

    Now, the apostle in writing his first letter to the Corinthians says that he could not write to them as unto spiritual, and I need not add that his remark thus addressed to the Corinthian believers could be as truthfully addressed to most believers at the present time. He says: I, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual. There were the deep things of God which he was in possession of by the Spirit, and which he would love to unfold to the Corinthian christians, but he was hindered because they were not spiritual. It was not that they did not have the Spirit, because they did have the Spirit; they had not progressed for they were but babes, babes in Christ. They were really christians and in possession of the Spirit otherwise he could not say they were in Christ. We are only in Christ by the Spirit, but being in Christ thus is not to say that we are spiritual. It is one thing to have the Spirit, and another thing to be spiritual. But having the Spirit, beloved brethren, we have the means within us of being spiritual; so Elisha, in answer to the petition of the widow of one of the sons of the prophets, as she had to confess to him her bankruptcy, says: What hast thou in the house? It is a very humiliating thing to have to admit ones bankruptcy spiritually, but what came out was that she need not have become bankrupt. Elisha says, What hast thou in the house? Well, she says she had a pot of oil, 2 Kings 4: 2. You see she needed fight, not credit; she needed light as to what she actually had. She had debt enough already piled up and her two sons were about to be sold to the creditors, but a real difficulty lay in the fact that she was without light as to what she actually had in her house. She did not know the value of the pot of oil, and so it is with christians; many christians are unable to discharge their moral liabilities because they do not know the value of what they possess in the Spirit, and they do not know how to make room for the Spirit. And so the prophet enlightens this woman, telling her she is to borrow vessels not a few, and as she poured out the oil, these vessels were all filled with the oil. The greater the number of vessels the greater the amount of oil, for the Spirit of God is infinite. God has not given His Spirit by measure; it is a question of your capacity, and the enlargement of the capacity is within your own range. It is a question of self-judgment, of the disallowance of the flesh, of learning to use the blessed Spirit of God instead of using the flesh, and of sowing to the Spirit instead of sowing to the flesh. The Spirit in the epistle to the Romans, which is the great elementary epistle, is first presented to the believer as He who brings into the believer the love of God. Speaking reverently He does not come, as it were, empty. The first mention of Him as in the believer, in the epistle to the Romans, reminds us that in coming in He brings with Him the love of God. Think of the precious commodity that the blessed Spirit of God brings into your soul, the greatest possible thing, beloved friends, the love of God! 

    Is it not worth while making room for the blessed Spirit, not only on His account as here a divine Person, but because He brings into the believers heart the love of God? Hope, says the apostle, does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us, Romans 5: 5. So that, as I said, there is every incentive for christians to make room by self-judgment and self-denial for the blessed Spirit of God. In chapter 8 He is seen to be present, and by His presence the believer is said to fulfil the righteous requirement of the law. That is, he discharges his moral liabilities, and he loves God. One of the first evidences of the presence of the Spirit is that one loves God, and then secondly you love your neighbour. The Spirit of God enables us to do these things, and so the prophet says to the woman, Sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy sons on the rest. Living on the rest, that is to say, the blessed Spirit of God for He is not diminished at all. There is no such thing as diminishing what we have of the Spirit; there are infinite means whereby we live as we recognise the Spirit. 

    And so the passage in Romans goes on to say: For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace, Romans 8: 6. Such is, among many other things, the great result of the recognition of the Holy Spirit as in us. Think of the blessing that lies in being spiritually minded! It is said to be life and peace. 

    Well now, I have selected these passages in the New Testament because each contains a reference to the mount of Olives. I understand that the mount of Olives suggests the Holy Spirit, and I wanted to show from the first passage, Mark 14, that after they partook of the Lords supper they sang a hymn. Notice that the they includes the Lord Himself. It touches the heart to think that the Lord Himself, who is about to undergo the judgment of God alone, and who is about to be abandoned on account of our guilt, should join with His disciples in a hymn after He had instituted His supper. My thought in dwelling on this is to seek to show that we have to learn from Christ how to be spiritual. Were we present we should have had the opportunity of seeing how the Lord joined in the hymn. We should thus learn how to sing with the spirit; it is not merely being able to join in the tune and use the words. It is said: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also, 1 Corinthians 14: 15. You would see how the Lord was moved for He expressed holy emotions before His disciples. Perhaps there is nothing we know less of than holy emotions. We read of the Lord rejoicing in spirit, and one would have loved to have seen Him rejoice in spirit. We may be sure that the hymn employed at this time fitted the occasion. We are not told who selected the hymn because the Spirit intends to impress us with the great fact that the Lord, in His grace, could join in with His own in singing a hymn. We are not told what hymn it was; that is not needed. What is needed, and what we find, is that the Spirit of God records that He joined in the hymn, and having sung it they went to the mount of Olives. They had the opportunity of discerning how the Lord acted in this connection; it is a spiritual reference. We all know, I think, that after He arose, He charged His apostles by the Spirit (Acts 1: a). He intended to impress them with the great fact that the Spirit was to be the medium in the establishment and maintenance of christianity, and so here He ascended Olivet with them; they all went. They would be impressed with the sense of the Spirit of God, for the Lord was about to inaugurate, as I said, a spiritual order of things; in chapter 13 we may see that from mount Olivet we get private communications from Christ, and I wanted to show in connection with these private communications that if we understand that mount Olivet represents the Spirit, the link with heaven, we shall not ally ourselves with that which is accredited as the accepted religion of this world. The Lord has His attention called to the temple; what a structure it was! Primarily, as Solomon built it, I suppose it was the most imposing structure on the earth. It towered up from Mount Zion, the porch rising one hundred and twenty cubits. What an elevation it suggested then! Viewed from the heights of Olivet, even in the Lords time, it must have presented an imposing sight. So one of the disciples called the Lords attention to it: See what manner of stones. How many there are at the present time who are held religiously by that which is materially imposing! The leaders of the accredited religions of the world go in for these things. They acquire silver and gold to rear up these great structures that stud christendom at the present time. I know of one of them for which fifteen million dollars have been recently subscribed for the extension of it; and as thus extended and embellished it is regarded as the temple of God. It is no such thing, beloved friends, it is not the temple of God! Those who have been to mount Olivet with Christ deny that it has any resemblance to the temple of God. It is a Babylonish temple, a high place, and of no relation whatever to the temple of God; as the Lord said of this great structure, which indeed had divine sanction, so may it be said of these later structures: there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. That is what He says. One of His disciples said to Him: Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here! The Lord answered him, Seest thou these great buildings? There shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

    I refer to this, beloved friends, so that you may see as we visit Olivet with Christ, as we are led into the light of the Spirit of God, these buildings are nothing to us; that they are wholly out of keeping with christianity. They have no relation to christianity; christianity is spiritual, it is not of sight, it is in faith, and these buildings are for sight. They are intended for sight, being intended to influence men through their natural senses. They are Babylonish, as I said; they are marked by the wedge of gold and the goodly Babylonish garment that Achan stole from Jericho. The wedge of gold and the goodly garment go to make up these Babylonish systems around us, and, as I said, they have no relation whatever to what is spiritual. God is a Spirit; He dwells not in temples made with hands, and so the Lord says: Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up, John 2: 19. What temple? He spoke of the temple of his body. God dwelt there, beloved friends. God was in Christ; His mind was there, the light of God was there, and now He is raised up into heaven and exalted and the light radiates from His face, radiates into the hearts of the people of God on earth. The light is in the people of God, as the scripture says: Ye are the temple of God. The saints of God, not, these great buildings, are the temple of God. It is for the saints of God to know this, to have it plainly told to them so that they will not be held by these things. It is a religion of faith and not of sight; the dispensation of God is in faith and not in sight (1 Timothy 1: 4), and as we recognise the Spirit we come to these things and refuse the religions of this world. As the Lord says, there shall not be a stone left upon another in all these great buildings that shall not be thrown down. 

    The Lord is on Olivet, and Peter, James, John and Andrew come to him privately. I just wish to point out that as the Spirit is recognised there are private communications, and we have to understand what these mean. The shut doors in John 20 correspond with what I am saying. These closed doors shut out earthly religion and all its elements, and they enable us to receive private communications. The gospel is public, it is to all, but there are private communications. Think of the privilege of having such communications from the Lord! The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, Psalm 25: 14. In order to have these private communications we have to put out the flute players and those that make a tumult (see Matthew 9: 23). We must put all these things out; they but interfere with the communications which the Lord would make to us by the Spirit. 

    Well now, from Acts 1 I just wanted to show that being on Olivet with the Lord, as ascended into heaven, enabled the disciples to act on the words of these private communications. They were not deceived. The first communication is, Take heed lest any man deceive you. You know the world around us is saturated with the lie. Every ism that springs up is based on a lie. One knows the sources of some of the most potent of them, but all are based on lies. So the word of the Lord is: Take heed lest any man deceive you. Let us be on our guard against deceptions. Many lie in wait to deceive. As they went back to the city of Jerusalem they were not deceived. They did not go to the structure which the Lord said would be thrown down. I quite admit that they went later, but that is in connection with another line of things. They did not go to the temple for their associations; they went to it in testimony, for God in patience bore long with the Jewish system. As coming from Olivet to Jerusalem, instead of going to the temple, they went to the upper room, and here there is light for anyone seeking it. If you have come to the recognition of the Spirit you will not go to any of those imposing structures; you will seek the upper room. But then it is not simply the upper room! We need more than the room; we need the people who are in the room. Who are they? Where were staying both Peter, and John, and James, and all the apostles. Well, you say, there are none of these now! No, quite true, but their doctrine remains, and what you look for in the upper room is their doctrine, their testimony. The apostles represented the authority of Christ, and as you recognise the Spirit, as you come under His influence, you will seek the upper room where those are who recognise the authority of the Lord; you will not go elsewhere. I am not theorising, I am speaking of what I know exists. I know that of which I am speaking exists at the present time. There is the upper room and there are those in it who respect the authority of Christ; moreover, the women are there, including the mother of the Lord, 

    and His brethren, too, are there. What an interesting circle! We read, The crowd of names who were together was about a hundred and twenty. Every name covered some variety of spiritual formation; for where the Spirit of God is active you are sure to find variety, variety in glory. By his spirit, we are told, he hath garnished the heavens, job 26: 13. What variety there is as we look up into the expanse of the heavens, what variety of glory! Who is there that knows God that is not impressed with the greatness of the Creator as he or she looks up into the vault of heaven and sees those orbs shining in their glory? By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens, and that Spirit is operating in this upper room; He is bringing about a variety greater than the variety of the stars, variety in life. Every name indicates some spiritual formation. What a world we are brought into as we recognise the Spirit! Every one of us, as we are sown in death, shall be raised in glory. It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruptibility. It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body, 1 Corinthians 15: 42 - 44. What wonderful variety there will be in that day as all the fruit of the Spirit comes up and shines with Christ; what a variety of glory! We may well indeed say again: Afterward that which is spiritual. First that which is natural, and afterward that which is spiritual. 

    Well, I read the two passages in judges to point out that in a day of brokenness, such as the book of judges depicts, we have the idea of divine visitations. These things are written for our learning, as we read, and the book of Judges shows a state of things such as we have to do with, and notwithstanding the brokenness there are divine visitations. As the Lord says: He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him, John 14: 21. You see there that He promises manifestations to those who keep His commandments, who love Him, and so He comes to Gideon who was amongst those who loved Him and kept His commandments. He was threshing wheat in the winepress to keep it from the Midianites. He was serving God in that way, and serving Gods people, and so as the angel sat under the oak he saw what was going on. He saw the devotedness of this young man and he looked on him; Jehovah looked upon him. What interest God showed in this man who was devoted! And so the passage goes on to describe how Jehovah was actually detained at the request of Gideon, who says: Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. It is very beautiful and touching, reminding us of what goes on at the present time. How the Lord takes account of those who are devoted, who love Him, think for Him, and keep His commandments; He manifests Himself to them. 

    Now I want to show you, just for a moment, with what beautiful intelligence Gideon comes out with his present. Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it. How delightful to heaven all that was! Then the angel directs Gideon, and as he touches it with his staff the fire goes out of the rock and consumes the offering. What was all that for, beloved? It was to impress Gideon with what is spiritual. It was a spiritual matter; it was intended to form him and fortify him for the divine warfare which was ahead of him. We wrestle not against flesh and blood, as we read, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places, Ephesians 6: 12. And so we are to understand what it is to be spiritual to meet all these things. Gideon has this wonderful visitation, and then he saw the angel no more. It does not say here that the angel ascended to heaven, but when we come to chapter 13 we have a fuller thought. There is not time to go into it beyond calling attention to the fact that the angel did wondrously, and doing wondrously he would impress Manoah and his wife with what is spiritually wonderful. And so at the present time the Lord comes in and He does wondrously. Many of us have observed in our short experiences the wondrous workings of Christ in relation to the assembly. As the offering is presented the angel says, It must be presented to God. Now we are on higher ground. If the Lord comes in in a spiritual way it is to lead us to God. We are to understand what it is to have a spiritual Leader, the Leader of our salvation, and He leads us to God. 

    So as the offering is made the angel did wondrously, and Manoah and his wife looked on. I want you to take account of this, to learn to look on as the Lord acts wondrously, to learn to see things in a spiritual way. It is said that without holiness no man shall see the Lord; things are going on constantly and you do not see them because you are not holy. They are to be seen but they are seen by those who are holy. Manoah and his wife looked on, that is the thing to do, and in looking on they would be impressed with the spiritual wonders that the angel did; the last thing was that he ascended in the flame of the altar. It points, I doubt not, to the end of the dispensation in which we are. We are to go out in the acceptability of the offering of Christ; we ascend with Christ as He descends and takes us up. The angel went up in the flame of the offering, a wonderful spectacle, but it is not as wonderful as that in which we shall have part, that which is about to take place. The apostle says: The Lord himself ... shall descend from heaven, 1 Thessalonians 4: 116. He comes for us and takes us up. He descends with an assembling shout; the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. In the meantime we have part with Christ in heavenly relationships, as those who are raised up and made to sit down in heaven in Him. 

    As we see these wonderful things spiritually then we shall understand what the rapture means. It is a spiritual thing, and we are to be formed spiritually so as to understand it, and so as to be prepared for it, and so as to be looking for it. 
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    READING 1 (WJH 8)

    Judges 6: 1-27

    WJHI suggested this scripture as calculated to stimulate what must be in some hearts in this city at the present time  the necessity of being available to the Lord, so that Gods people do not suffer from oppression, but that the work of God may go on. Gideons experience shows what the Lord can do with one man, and a young man, if He finds conditions with him that He can recognise. The sense of weakness and timidity, and the necessity of being sure of ones ground, do not prevent the Lord using one. Evidently Gideon was timid like Timothy in the New Testament, but the Lord would bear with much to help forward one on whom He has His eye. I feel there would be one or more going through certain exercises in view of supplying what is needed here, through the loss of those whom the Lord has seen fit to take. Gideons early history shows conditions serviceable to the Lord. 

    FCGods valuation of Gideon and of what he was doing, and Gideons own estimate of what he was doing, are two different things. 

    WJHThey stand in striking contrast. 

    WKTo what are you referring particularly as to Gideon himself? 

    WJHThe angel speaks to him as to a mighty man of valour, but Gideon has no such conception of himself; he has a very deep sense of his own littleness, and of the feebleness of the day he is in, and of his household, and of his part in matters, 

    but he was doing something greatly valued by heaven. 

    RemHe was threshing wheat by the wine-press. 

    WJHYes, he felt urgently the necessity for providing food, and however small in himself, he would give himself to the great service of securing and protecting food for Gods people. 

    FCIt was very important at that particular moment, on account of what the Midianites and the Amalekites were doing  destroying food. Gideon, in doing this, was agreeable to heaven. 

    AHThe people of Israel were greatly impoverished. 

    WJHQuite so, through the Midianites. There are other enemies in other parts of this book. God uses various servants  in some places a woman is used. Here it is the Midianites and their activities to impoverish Gods people. They represent the line of trading in divine things; trading in what is of God. That seems to be the particular feature of the Midianite from the outset  they buy Joseph, and they sell Joseph. Gideon stands in contrast to them; typically he feels the great loss sustained through that kind of thing, and he will do what he can to provide food and secure it as available to Israel. 

    AHWould you give a practical illustration of what it means today to sell the truth? 

    WJHThe apostle Paul said, even in his day, that he was not as the many who made a trade of the word of God. I do not know anything more humbling than to think that this came in so early. Midianitish trading in the word of God, is using it for selfish aggrandisement. It is this element we have to meet. If we are before the Lord, the Lord will help us, and use us individually to serve His people, provided that what is done is not done for ourselves or for our aggrandisement. 

    WKThe word applies there, Buy the truth and sell it not. 

    WJHQuite so. That is a matter the young especially need to look in the face. 

    JThIt came in very early in the book of Acts; Ananias and Sapphira were on that line, and the apostle speaks of those who think that gain is godliness, 1 Timothy 6: 5. 

    WJHThere were so many, like locusts for multitude. The apostle speaks of the many who were on Midianitish lines. Gideon learned to judge and hate that kind of thing. 

    JKJHe says later to the men of Succoth, Give... loaves... to the people, and when they would not give he said, I will thresh you. Is that the thought, to give loaves? 

    WJHQuite; he was not a Midianite. Ananias and Sapphira were Midianites in principle. Barnabas was not, he was a giver. 

    JKJPaul also; he said, Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel. He felt the necessity was laid on him, and he would provide for Gods people. 

    WJHOne believes the Lord is undoubtedly beckoning to many young men in this city to move on such lines that will lead to their being available to feed and help His people. The first thing we need to face is not giving place to the Midianite  serving for our own glory, to secure some place for ourselves. 

    EJMuch service takes place in the wine-press. 

    WJHI am sure that pressure is needed to eliminate this element from our hearts. 

    WKIf we judge the Midianitish principle in our own hearts we would be available for this service. 

    WJHQuite so. 

    FCWhat is the force of the children of Israel making for themselves dens in the mountains, and caves and strongholds? Does that answer in any way to the present position? 

    WJHIt suggests that they could not go into the open. They had to be hidden, instead of being publicly in divine territory. 

    FCIt would answer to the present moment. It would be futile to attempt to correct the Midianites in the open; the only thing that could be done was to retire into what is obscure. It is a day when much is being done in obscurity. 

    WJHGideon learned the value of being hidden. What he gets he hides. He is not on the line of publicity. It is a very great matter  to begin any service for the Lord by judging the element of publicity. 

    JThIt is most interesting to note, in that connection, that our Lord Himself was for three years in public service and thirty years in obscurity. 

    WJHSome of us have been noticing recently how the feature of being hidden runs through Moses life, the great man of God. His parents hid him when he was born, and this feature goes through his life, until at the end God even hides his burying-place. If we are to be serviceable to God we must judge seeking publicity. Gideon was in keeping with that. 

    He was threshing wheat in the wine-press, and hiding the food. 

    GHWe need to remember our reward is yet to come. I was thinking of Balaam with the Midianites. He loved the wages of unrighteousness. 

    WJHHe wanted the reward now; present reward from Balak. 

    QuesDoes not the Lord set that out in regard to the treasure hidden in the field? He bought the field, and having found the treasure, He hid it. 

    WJHQuite so. He went away and hid Himself, we read in one scripture. Though He could not be hidden, the line the Lord was on was not publicity. His brethren said to Him, Show thyself, but He hid Himself. The Lord would help us while young to accept this feature, for it is not a matter of showing ourselves if we are to be serviceable, but rather, out of love, providing something for Gods people. 

    GHDoes not the principle of being hidden come out later in the chapter, when the children of the East come up against Israel in the valley of Jezreel (meaning God sows)? God sowing is the secret of what God is doing  what is hidden. The conflict stands related to that in our day. 

    WJHI am sure that is so. 

    AHThe thought of the Corinthians reigning as kings was out of place. 

    WJHWe find, in this chapter, the Amalekite and the Midianite are working together. Giving place to the element of trading will also bring in the activities of the flesh, and Satan using them; but, on the other hand, there is the providing of food for Gods people and hiding it. 

    QuesAre you suggesting that in the Midianite we get the thought of trading, and in the Amalekite what is destructive? 

    WJHQuite so. Amalek puts his hand on the throne of God. 

    QuesDo we not get the principle through Scripture that one has to be hidden, in secret with God? Gideon here was in secret with God, and later David. The people did not know he was there, but God knew. He addresses Gideon as a mighty man of valour. 

    WJHQuite. So the angel comes and sits under the oak, and he is watching. He is a heavenly messenger answering to the Lord, for sometimes you cannot be sure whether it is an angel or the Lord speaking. He sits watching this man. The Lord is watching for any who will be serviceable to Him. 

    QuesDoes it not stand related to the hidden wisdom predetermined before the ages for our glory? 

    WJHQuite so. It is a great thing to get into our souls that we are in the day of what is being hidden according to God. The day of display is coming, it is near, but this is the day when God is hiding what he is doing. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing. 

    RemThe truth set out in Colossians, your life is hid with Christ in God, is in keeping with what we have in Gideon. 

    WJHSo that a young man starts with the acceptance of being hidden. 

    JThDavid had a secret history with God before he met with Goliath. 

    WJHThat history was his strength. It enabled him to come out in public. 

    RemHis own brother did not know his secret history. 

    WJHSo with the Lord  even John the baptist said, I knew him not. He comes out at the beginning of his ministry and says, I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending... is he which baptiseth with the Holy Ghost. Think how completely the Lord was hidden for those thirty years, that John the baptist says, I knew him not. 

    GHIt is very striking that this food is not to be known publicly. Gideon was threshing wheat in the wine-press. It is made evident that food of this kind is not known in the public position of christendom. 

    WJHHe hid it to secure it. They would seize anything that could be found, but Gideon hid it there so that it could not be found. 

    WKWhat is the thought as to wheat? 

    WJHIt is food that brings in another character of man. The wheat refers to what Christ is according to Gods purpose, another character of manhood, that would be content to be hidden. Ever since the lust of the eye operated in the garden of Eden, when Eve saw and took, there is something in every human heart that seeks publicity; but Gideon suggests a character of man that does not seek publicity. 

    RemSo it corresponds with the present moment. Everything subsists in Christ Jesus, another kind of Man. In a day of weakness and brokenness this Man comes to light. 

    WJHSo that we have this permanent position, 

    the angel of the Lord sitting under the oak. The oak and sitting suggest permanency. He is sitting there watching the life of this young man before He selects him. One thinks of the young men here whom the Lord would bring forward to stand in the ranks. The Lord is sitting watching their secret history. 

    QuesIs that calculated to impart stability, to see that the Lord is taking account of any who wish to take up the service? 

    WJHQuite, and the desire to be acceptable to Him. We labour, whether present or absent to be acceptable to him. 

    JKJThat is the great thought, to be pleasing to God: However little Gideon is doing he is pleasing God: he could not do much in a wine-press. 

    FCThe state of things was not only that the crops that were seen were destroyed, but that there was neither sheep nor ox nor ass left, so that the position was a most abject one indeed. 

    WJHNo food, no sacrifice, no service  that is what the Midianite brings about. 

    JThIt is very encouraging that, whatever the condition of things around us may be, the firm foundation of God stands, and God is faithful. 

    AHThe Lord sat over against the treasury on one occasion to see what was going on, and He took account of it. 

    WJHWherever you see the Lord sitting, it indicates a permanent position. Standing is not permanent. In each city where the saints are, the Lord is watching to select those who are serviceable to Him. 

    RemGideon did not appear at that time to be a mighty man of valour, but the angel of the Lord recognises it in him because of the position he had taken. 

    WJHQuite so; because of the love that actuated his movements, he would secure food for the people of God. 

    AHTerrible conditions existed in contrast to what was of God, and that such a person should appear in these conditions, in the presence of such evil, was valuable to heaven. 

    WJHSo the angel of the Lord said, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 

    QuesDoes that suggest the hidden motive of his heart? 

    WJHThe Lord is looking for pure motives, for hearts who will judge the Midianite. He found it in Gideon, for Gideon could never fight the Midianite if he had not dealt with that principle in his own soul. 

    WKThe Lord said to Gideon, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel. ... Do we see the spirit of service set out here? He accepted the low place in view of being taken up by the Lord for this great service. 

    WJHSo that when the angel says, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour, Gideon says, if the Lord be with us. That is a remarkable evidence of a man who has judged the Midianite. He is not going to make himself the centre of his service. He says, if the Lord be with us. If we are going to serve the Lord we want the us in our hearts, not me. That is, he makes the people of God the centre of the matter. When Gideon said that, the angel of the Lord looked on him (a most remarkable expression), as much as to indicate, Here is a man the Lord recognises. 

    RemHe was one the Lord could put His hand upon. 

    WJHThe secret of any service is that we are conscious of being recognised by the Lord. The Lord looked on him. That is not a general matter as expressed in the word all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. This is the Lord recognising the man in a personal way. 

    RemThere were features on which Gods eye could rest with approval. 

    WJHQuite so. To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit. 

    JCHe took in all the people of God; his heart went out to them all. 

    WJHHe did not have himself as the centre. The bane of Midianitish service is that self is enthroned. But Gideon says, If the Lord be with US 

    FCWhat follows is important. The Lord said He would save Israel  not a few. He had nothing less than Israel in His mind. 

    JMGideon said, wherewith shall I save Israel... I am the least in my fathers house. 

    WJHI believe the Lord would help us to make room for this personal recognition as consciously known. It is the life-spring of true service. 

    RemI was thinking of the us  that would show what was on the mind and heart of Gideon. He had the people of God before him. 

    WJHThat, I believe, is what drew out that look. The Lord looked on a man who was delivered from himself as a centre. We do not know how much self becomes the centre of our activities unless we keep in touch with the Lord. 

    RemThink of the holy and true devotedness to God in the One who came not to do His own will, but for Gods glory. 

    WJHIt is the secret of continuity. What has marked true leaders who have spoken to us the word of God was that they had not themselves as the centre. Those dear brethren who have served faithfully to the end have had the Lord and His people as the centre, not themselves; and the Lord looked on them, and He is sitting under the oak looking for more. 

    GHWas not Gideon deeply concerned as to what had overtaken Israel, not only from the Midianite, but from Gods hand? The Lord had delivered them into the hand of the Midianite, and Gideon recognised that; and following that, the angel says, Go in this thy might. 

    WJHGod brings us governmentally under certain influences that we have not judged. When we do not judge evil principles, God allows us to feel their power. 

    FCWhat follows is that He begins to rehearse what God had done. 

    WJHIt is a great matter that we never forget what God has done. That keeps us humble, and stabilises faith. His mind goes right back to what God did in Egypt. He says, I want to see the same kind of thing now. 

    WKDoes the value of the prophetic word come in here? It brings all that out, and would tend to humble us. 

    WJHIt would bring out what God has done in the past, as well as what He will do in the future. 

    JThIn connection with those who have spoken to us the word of God, it says, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever. It is not only what He was in the past, and what He is in the future, but what He is now. 

    WJHYes. Leaders have gone, but Jesus Christ has not gone. It says, Remember your leaders who have spoken to you the word of God... Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever. 

    JThI was thinking of what the king said to Gehazi, Elishas servant. Tell me... all the great things that Elisha hath done. That was not going to help them. We want to know what the Lord is doing today. 

    WJHYes, and this is one thing that the Lord is doing today; He is bringing forward those who are serviceable to Him. 

    FCIt is encouraging to think that Gideon is of the tribe of Manasseh, and the least in his fathers house. 

    WJHA very valuable element; we need to be maintained constantly in a sense of our own littleness. You will find that those the Lord helps are preserved in a sense of their own littleness. It was when Saul got away from that that he was dismissed. So the Midianitish element that wants to be great was judged in Gideon. 

    WKDoes it come out in the change of Sauls name to Paul? We need to have our names changed. Paul said, when I am weak, then am I strong. 

    WJHPaul told the truth when he said that he was less than the least of saints. What he said was true; while we cannot understand it, yet he told the truth. 

    RemIt was no sentimental expression. It was what he really felt. 

    WJHIt was what he felt, and this is what Gideon felt. The angel said he was a mighty man of valour, but Gideon did not say that. 

    JThWhile, of course, when the truth was at stake, Paul was not a whit behind the greatest of the apostles. 

    WJHThough I be nothing, he said. And so Gideon, as delivered further from the Midianitish principle, proposes to bring an offering, and what he brings discloses what he had. What he had was acceptable  a kid of the goats, and fine flour, unleavened; and he put what he brought in a basket and in a pot. 

    JKJAre you suggesting that if a young man has experience with God, he will have something to yield to God? 

    WJHQuite so. Any brother who has a little of what this means will be serviceable. It is so acceptable to God, that He tarries for it. Jehovah waited for it to be brought forward. 

    JThPaul says, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue... It was quite right that they brought these things, was it not? 

    WJHThe Lord knows that if He is going to use anyone, that person must have something, he must not appear empty before Him. This is what Gideon had, and his instincts told him what would be suitable. 

    JCWhat would a kid of the goats represent today? 

    WJHThat he had the early features of a separate walk. It is seen perfectly in Christ, of course. Let no one undertake to serve if he has not a kid of the goats. 

    QuesIs it an apprehension of Christ as applied to His walk  comely in His going? 

    WJHYes, as separate from everything here that is dishonouring to God. A separate walk is needful if we are to be available for this service. 

    RemThe separate walk would secure the support of God. 

    WJHYes, and we would be acceptable. What Gideon brought was acceptable, and he brought it in a vessel. No doubt the teaching of the New Testament would show that it was in himself. Paul makes much of the persons being vessels. It is not simply a theory or a doctrine, but something that is in the vessel. 

    QuesIs the idea of a vessel that you are formed by the truth? 

    WJHHow much there is with us that is only in word instead of being in the vessel, in the person himself. 

    FCWould you enlarge on that a little? 

    WJHWe all hold the truth of separation from what is unholy. It is a doctrine, a truth that is held tenaciously, but we want that separate position in persons livingly, not abstractly as doctrine, but in persons. And so as we behold the even purity in the life of Jesus, the Lord wants the same features in us as vessels. Gideon had these two great thoughts in vessels, and heaven accepts that. 

    JThIs that what came out in Paul when he says, thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life...? 

    WJHThe manner of life was the expression of the doctrine in the vessel. A serviceable person is one who has things in life in himself as a vessel. 

    The angels presence here is an appearing. It is not a matter of public worship; it is not what belongs to the tabernacle, but is a secret appearing of the Lord to Gideon; and the Lord is prepared to disclose Himself to each one of us, and that disclosure is the spring of our service; but He discloses Himself where conditions are according to Himself. Hence the angel was sitting under the oak watching. 

    QuesDoes the disclosure give a name  Jehovah-shalom  would that set forth the impression he received? 

    WJHMany of us think that an appearing is confined to the death-bed, just as we are crossing the border. No doubt the Lord does disclose Himself to many of His saints when they are passing away, in a way we little understand; but He is prepared to manifest Himself to our hearts in a living way during our lives, and thus fit us to take our part in the service of God. One would urge that the young men do not dismiss this as a sentiment or theory, for where there are living conditions suitable to the eye that is watching, there will follow an appearing. 

    GHDo you not think that Israels condition in that day indicates that this service is relative to a corresponding state of things in our own day? 

    WJHNo doubt the whole book is in accord with where we are, and it is encouraging to see what the Lord will do to help His people through one brother or sister  in the previous chapter it is Deborah; she said, The villages ceased, ...until that I Deborah arose, a mother in Israel. A sister who is overcoming can be a great help and a great blessing in this city to the people of God. 

    QuesGenerally speaking, the saints were in a low spiritual state: should that not exercise us? 

    WJHIndeed the Midianites are everywhere. Publicly the whole profession of Christianity is in the power of the Midianite. 

    RemIsrael, feeling their impoverishment, cry to the Lord. 

    WJHAnd the Lord raised up judges for their deliverance. The Lord loves to do this mediately. He could do it Himself, but His way is to use others; and He is looking in every place for those He can use to help His people. 

    QuesWould you say that when Gideon builds the altar, he makes permanent the impression he received from God? 

    WJHThat is so. And the next thing is that God instructs him to destroy idolatry in his fathers house: for, once there has been an appearing, the Lord will not allow idolatry in the heart. We do not realise how much there is of it. Every appearing will call for a fresh dealing with idols. 

    AHWill you make a practical application of that? We have the word, Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 

    WJHSupposing some young man becomes conscious that the Lord has looked on him and spoken to him, that young mans idea of business, of money, of pleasure, of many another thing, will be reviewed. 

    Many a thing he may have done until then with a good conscience; but when the Lord has disclosed Himself to his heart, then his Saturday afternoons become a different matter, money becomes a different matter. What follows the appearing is that Gideon is instructed to overthrow this altar to Baal; there are many Baals: there are various forms of idolatry in human hearts, but the divine intent is that we should recognise, in a worshipful spirit, that to us there is but one God. 

    FCWhat a triumph to see that the bullocks are taken. Evidently Gideons father was a worshipper of Baal. The second bullock was to be taken and burnt with the wood. 

    WJHThe thing is judged completely, and yet the end shows that there is great timidity in Gideon. He did it at night, but the Lord does not reject him for it. Some of us feel so feeble and timid; but the Lord does not despise our timidity, as long as He sees truth in the inward parts. 

    FCHe threw down the altar. It is very striking how he develops in power, fitting him for the final overthrow of the enemy. 

    WJHHis anxiety that the Lord should be with him helped him at every point. He is very anxious to be sure that the Lord is with him; and the Lord is very gracious to assure him of it. 

    QuesWhy is it the second bullock of the age of seven years? That is the time they were under the domination of Midian. 

    WJHI do not know; but the thought of the seven would perhaps have reference to the apprehension of Christ in that way, in His perfect devotedness to God. The seven years would suggest that. 

    JKJIt has been suggested that the sovereignty of God came in in the second. God will take up what is available. 

    WKWe took up the subject of crossing of the hands last Lords Day  does that principle enter into the choice of the second? 

    WJHYes, everything for God is connected with the second. 

    FCAnd it is a burnt offering. 
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    BUT THEY CONSTRAINED HIM (WJH 18)

    Luke 24: 29, Genesis 18: 1-8; Judges 6: 11-21; Judges 13: 8-20

    The object in reading these three passages is to use them to indicate how we may detain Divine Persons  a wonderful suggestion! In each of them there was the power to detain the heavenly Visitor. In the first, it was clearly God Himself as well as the angels; in the second, the angel seems to give place to God, for it says the Lord looked on Gideon; and in the third, the Angel of Jehovah, a direct representative of God. 

    I trust all of us have had moments when we have been conscious of the Lords presence. We would love to be able to detain the Lord. In assembly, we realise at times the consciousness of the Divine Presence, and long to be able to hold that Presence for a longer period. Such moments are all too brief, whether known individually or collectively. How soon the Lord withdraws because we lack the power to detain Him! 

    I would say a word from these wonderful scriptures in order to show what these beloved saints had, through which they could hold the Lord for the moment. In the new heavens and the new earth, the tabernacle of God is with men; that is not provisional but eternal. We realise but little the supreme blessedness of having God Himself with them, their God. He will dwell with them. It is not then a visit. Eternity is not God visiting, as He does now. What is man that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man that thou visitest him?, Psalm 8: 4. God is pleased to visit, but the goal is not a visit, but a permanent residence amongst men, of the blessedness of which we have but little conception. My desire is that these visits should be increased with us. The Lord indicated that where conditions permitted. He would manifest Himself to one believer. I will love him, and will manifest myself to him... and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him, John 14: 21, 23. 

    Think of this beloved saint, Abraham, this father of us all! What a magnificent scene it is! He can detain these three heavenly visitors. He recognises them and speaks to one as the Lord. He suggests to them that they sit down under the tree and refresh themselves while he goes away to perform a certain service for them, and they say, So do, as thou hast said. Evidently what Abraham proposed was of such value that God was prepared to wait while it was carried out. It says at the end of the chapter, the Lord went his way. What a way it is! What things God has on hand! This chapter refers to some matters He had on hand. Gods movements are far greater than we have any conception  Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known, Psalm 77: 19. Yet Abraham can detain Him for the moment, and God is willing to be detained. I think it is clear that God is willing to be detained at this point, for the word is, So do, as thou hast said, and the Lord and the two angels remain under the tree waiting on the service of Abraham, because there was something that he would do that was acceptable to God. It speaks to us of Gods delight in that which we may bring to Him for His own joy. We need to be transferred from being self-centred to having God as our Centre. Abraham has God as his Centre, and he is urgent in his service God-ward. One confesses how dilatory we often are when it comes to serving God; as if there were no urgency. When Abraham saw these three visitors He ran to meet them, the Spirit of God records that. The service he proposed to render while God waited he carried out urgently. He told Sarah to make cakes quickly, and he himself ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and a young man hasted to dress it. They were detaining God. I am not magnifying the incident, it is there clearly that God and the two angels are being detained under the tree waiting for this service, and you can therefore understand Abraham being urgent. Would to God we had an outlook like that in assembly service, and did not act as though it were a matter of no consequence. 

    What can Abraham bring that is of such value that God waits on Abraham? The Spirit of God opens it up in wonderful detail  cakes of fine flour, a calf tender and good, and thick and sweet milk. God is willing to wait for such gifts that these things represent. It is a marvellous suggestion that the bringing to God of these cakes, this calf, and this milk, is of such value that God will wait for it, and it says that they ate it while Abraham stood by, watching the delight of his heavenly visitors as they enjoyed what he had brought to them. 

    What can we bring God that could hold Him for the moment? These things suggest what God would wait to receive; they represent our apprehension of Christ. The cakes of fine flour represent our appreciation of Christ as the second Man out of heaven, a different kind of man from every other. The first man is of the earth, earthy, no fine flour, no wheat; The second man is the Lord from heaven, 1 Corinthians 15: 47. I believe God delights for us to bring to Him our appreciation of the heavenly Man: The calf speaks of the energy of His devotedness to the will of God, every energy intact, nothing effete. Tender  what a suggestion in that!  not affected by the hard labour that sin brought on man; no yoke ever having come on Him: the calf is tender and good. What perfect goodness, what excellence in that blessed One! Abraham brings that to God. The milk thick and sweet is Christ as the expression of the mind of God, the Word. That is the thought of milk in Scripture. Christ is the One Who expresses the wealth and sweetness of the thoughts of God. Abraham brings that. God waits for it and receives it and eats it, speaking reverently, having tarried for it under the tree. 

    Abraham has his portion out of all this, for you cannot conceive that God does not answer with abundant blessing those who minister to Him. Where is Sarah thy wife? One result is that he learns of the coming of Isaac, for us it means we learn more of Christ and see Him in a fresh way. 

    Then God discloses to Abraham what He is doing in relation to this world. Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do? God discloses to such what He is doing in relation to the judgment of this world, as well as what He is doing in bringing in Christ. We are tested every Lords Day as to what we really have, so that, when the Lord comes in, we can hold Him. 

    We pass on now to a feebler scene, more in keeping with the day we are in, the end instead of the beginning. Abraham is the father of us all, we are all obligated to Abraham. Judges is a day of great weakness and departure, yet it is remarkable in this book, that so perfectly portrays the departure that now exists amongst Gods people, we find two persons on two different occasions that can detain the Lord. The first is Gideon. The Lord appears to him as he is threshing wheat. He values wheat, like his father Abraham. The Midianites were in power, and they destroyed the produce of the land. They and their camels were like grasshoppers. They represent the activities of contention amongst Gods people. If we open the door to contention, in Ballarat or elsewhere, the wheat, the barley, the olives, the grapes, and the honey will disappear. Contention is a dreadful scourge. Nevertheless, Gideon has some wheat in a very limited sphere, in the wine-press. The Lord appears there to him. I do not touch on what He says to Gideon, but point out that Gideon asks that He would stay there while he gets his present and the Lord agrees to this. It says, The Lord said; and later, The angel of God said; you can hardly tell whether it is the angel or the Lord that is there. Gideon goes away to get the present, the Lord being willing to wait for it. Clearly it was understood that what Gideon would bring would be worth waiting for. What did he bring? A kid of the goats and unleavened cakes. That is what he had. Abraham had much more but Gideon had that. No Midianite had devoured these, he had kept them free from the Midianites. The kid represents some appreciation of the Lord Jesus Christ in His perfect dependence. The kid of the goats represents His separate holy pathway. His dependence and separate character were cherished by Gideon in the Midianitish days in which he lived. Then he had unleavened cakes: he had excluded leaven. One dreadful leaven is the leaven of contention; it spreads until it corrupts everything. He brings his kid, the flesh in a basket and the broth in a pot. He has all in vessels, typically in himself: the Christian is the vessel. God values that what we appreciate in Christ should be formed in us. Gideon has his present in the pot and in the basket. It is laid out on the rock, which represents Christ again, the blessed unchangeable One. The angel waits for this present and it goes up to God acceptably. The angel really represents the Lord waiting there until this kid and these unleavened cakes are brought; and they are accepted. There is sufficient in them to hold the Lord for the time being. 

    The same thought appears in an even worse day, just before Samson was born. The Philistines, who represent the mind of man operating in the things of God, were holding the saints in bondage. The Lord appears first to Manoahs wife, and afterwards he appears again consequent upon Manoahs prayer. When it is established that he is the man, Manoah says, Let us detain thee until we shall have made ready a kid for thee. And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the Lord, Judges 13: 16. Nevertheless, he accepts the suggestion that he be detained. We have little conception how much the angels are doing. What service is laid on the angels of God! As ministering servants, how much they have to do. Yet this angel says, Though thou detain me  but he is detained while Manoah brings his present. 

    What does he bring? A kid of the goats. What a contrast to the Philistines is the kid of the goats! The Philistine finds a champion in Goliath. See him in his height, his armour, his head, his sword! Put Goliath alongside a kid of the goats! Manoah had a kid of the goats and the angel would wait for it. He also puts it on the rock. What magnificent thoughts of Christ these are! The rock is another view of Christ, not a small view but a great and glorious view. The angel accepts the offering on behalf of God and he goes up in the flame, and they bow down before God. 

    This thought appears in Luke 24: 28, He made as though he would have gone further. Where was the Lord going? He was going further, He had much more on hand that day. There is hardly a greater day than the one on which the Lord rose from the dead. How much He did on that one day! So He is going further, but nevertheless these two saints can detain the Lord for the moment. It is purely a provisional matter, Stay with us. Oh, how the Lord loved to hear that! Stay with us... and he entered in to stay with them, Luke 24: 29. I have no doubt the Lord delighted in that appeal to Him, for they valued His presence. What did He find when He came in? They were willing to accept His headship without question. He sat at table, took the bread and gave thanks. I doubt if we will ever hold the Lord until we accept His headship. The Lord knew they had reached that point in their souls. He gave thanks: He took the place of Head in that house. If we are not willing for Him to be Head, we cannot detain Him. Another thing that entered into their power to detain Him was their willingness to be adjusted. They were on a path that was not altogether right. However sincere they were, they were going away from the line the Lord was on, the centre of His interests, but He adjusted them. They listened to the Scriptures. He opened to them the Scriptures and they listened. I am sure it would appeal to the Lord that here are two persons who are willing to submit to the Scriptures. 

    They did not only accept them mentally, but their hearts were in the matter. Did not our heart burn within us, Luke 24: 32. I believe the Lord does value persons who are willing to let the Scriptures have their living voice to their minds and hearts. Whatever might be said as to their going away from Jerusalem, they have power to detain the Lord. I am not overlooking that they had to go back to Jerusalem, nevertheless there was something about these two that could detain the Lord and hold Him at that moment. He made as though he would have gone further. He had much more in mind to do, and many other places to go to, but He is detained by these two persons by their submission to the Scriptures, by their burning hearts, and by their willingness to accept Him as Head. 

    May these features be with the brethren here, that they might be able to hold the divine presence to some extent, and also may each one of us realise something of this great privilege. If we do not know it individually, I doubt if we can realise it much together. I... will manifest myself to him, is what the Lord says. 
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    JEHOVAH-JIREH AND OTHER COMPOUND NAMES OF GOD (WJH 18)

    Genesis 22: 13, 14; Exodus 17: 13-16; Judges 6: 22-24; Ezekiel 48: 30-35

    The thought that unites these passages is the compound name of Jehovah found in each of them. In the first we have Jehovah-jireh; in the second, Jehovah-nissi; in the third, Jehovah-shalom; and in the fourth, Jehovah is there or Jehovah Shammah. I would like to speak of these four references to God, for they bring before us ways in which we are to know God, and all blessing lies in the knowledge of God. 

    As we grow older, we feel the poverty of what largely engages men now. What must be the greatness of that which will occupy eternity! All will then be engaged with God. God will fill eternity. He will be all in all. I think that is one of the most wonderful statements of Scripture, that God may be all in all, 1 Corinthians 15: 28. We are often made to feel that God has no place at all with many. It says in Scripture that God is not in all their thoughts. I think that means that such never think about God. But the blessedness of eternity is that God is all; He fills everything, He is all in all. I may say that Christ also is to be everything, for our blessed Lord has gone up above all the heavens, that he might fill all things, Ephesians 4: 10. He has gone beyond all limits. I understand above all the heavens to be beyond limits. The heavens are limited even though man cannot find the limit. Christ has gone far above all of them, beyond limitation, that He may fill everything. 

    I would like to present a few thoughts about God which I trust may magnify God to our hearts; not that God could be greater than He is in Himself, but it does say, Magnify Jehovah with me, Psalm 34: 3. He becomes greater to us. He could never be greater than He is, or less than He is. I am that I am, remains. But then, 

    God is to be magnified in our apprehension of Him. Following the laying of Isaac on the altar, Abraham sees a ram caught in the thicket by its horns. The ram suggests the devoted energy of Christ. The horns suggest the power of His love, that could hold Him, in view of sacrifice. Abraham names the place Jehovah-jireh, The Lord will provide. 

    The name Jehovah is a wonderful name. I think it has been said that it is as near to a personal name of God as we can get. The personal name of our Lord is Jesus; the other names are largely official titles, such as Christ, Son of Man, and the Lord. These bring His official glory before us, but Jesus is not exactly a title, for it is not to bring before us what is official; it is His personal name. I believe the name Jehovah is something like that. It is God known personally in His entering into covenant with man. The name Almighty does not suggest that; it brings before us Gods unlimited power. His name, as Most High, brings before us that lie is far above all others; whoever they are. But Jehovah is the name God uses to indicate that He is entering into relationship and covenant with men. 

    Jehovah-jireh means that that blessed God, who draws near to men in covenant, will provide what is required. In His personal interest and dealings with His people, He will provide what is needed. This is learnt in the place where He is ministered to. We are not entitled to use that name indiscriminately. If we are seeking to minister to the pleasure of God, then we can draw near to God as Jehovah-jireh; we can have access to such an altar as Abraham had erected. I commend this thought, that if we would be in touch with the One who will provide. He is known thus by those who would minister to Him. I would not exclude this from our homes or occupations if so be that His pleasure is really governing us, for He would thus provide whatever is needed in every sphere in which His people move. This is the path of true blessing and true support. 

    It is clear that Abraham moved in the line of ministering to the pleasure of God, for God says, because thou hast done this. We cannot estimate how God valued Abrahams action. Abraham was prepared to minister to God of the choicest that he had on earth, and on that basis he names the place Jehovah-jireh, the Lord will provide. I hope we all have such an altar. An altar suggests our access to God. God desires that we should draw near to Him. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you, James 4: 8. 

    I would pass on to what I specially want to refer to, the next name, Jehovah-nissi, Jehovah my banner, and the altar in relation to this name. It is a matter of the very greatest importance if we are to be here for God, that we constantly draw near to God in this light, Jehovah my banner. It is a military thought. Jehovah has erected a banner, indeed He is the banner, and under His banner His people gather to wage war against Amalek in every generation. That banner has never ceased to fly. We shall never really have access to Jehovah-jireh if we do not draw near to Jehovah-nissi. I believe the first is really the last as well, as indeed it is always with God, the first and the last are the same, but the process in our souls to reach Jehovah-jireh is by way of Jehovah-nissi. That is to say, we are with God in relation to His war with Amalek. We shall never minister to God until we are found under that banner. 

    I suppose the conflict with Amalek is the first conflict a Christian has part in, and it never stops while time lasts. If we depart from that banner, we shall certainly miss the blessed privilege of being here for God. What it means is that we are with God in His hostility against the operations of sin in the flesh. God is against that; Satan is for it. The King Agag is a figure of Satan operating through sin in the flesh to displace God. His hand is on the throne of God to displace Gods rule over His people. What a power this is in our earlier days, what a conflict! 

    Satan would destroy us for the testimony through sin in the flesh, but God has erected His banner. Joshua is under that banner; Moses is under that banner; Aaron and Hur are under that banner. 

    Everyone who is under that banner gets the victory sooner or later. The battle may fluctuate; those of us who are a little older can tell you that it does fluctuate. In our history it has fluctuated like it did with Israel, sometimes up and sometimes down in the results, but the banner is there, Jehovah my banner. War throughout all generations is on the banner. Let us never lose sight of it day or night. War throughout all generations is the banner God maintains in respect of sin in the flesh. 

    How triumphant were Gods people when they were under that banner! In this very passage it says that Joshua smote Amalek with the edge of the sword. Later, the prophet Samuel is under the banner. He sees Jehovah-nissi as he hews Agag the Amalekite in pieces; he does not make quarter with Agag. David too, when he wages war under that banner, is triumphant. Mordecai down in Babylon is nevertheless under that banner. What a glorious victory was his over the Amalekite, even though isolated from Jerusalem! 

    Think of our brethren in the camps, away from the eyes of their brethren, but if under that banner, they are safe. If their eyes are on Jehovah-nissi, war against Amalek, we have nothing to fear as to them. Depart from this banner as king Saul did when he spared the Amalekite, and disaster follows. I have rejected him, the Lord says, because he gave up Jehovah-nissi, 1 Samuel 16: 1. David forgot this altar in the matter of Uriah and Bathsheba. He was not under that banner, with what awful results, what defeat, what dishonour! God would help us to know Him as Jehovah-nissi, He Himself being our banner, the Lord my banner, in respect of the war against sin in the flesh. I would appeal to the dear young ones never to entertain peace with Amalek. You may have conflict, you will have it; you may have fluctuating experiences, and you will, for we all have; but never allow the idea of peace with Amalek. Keep in touch with this altar, however testing it may be, for this is the way to blessing and victory, and it leads to what I began with, the Lord will provide. 

    I pass on to Gideons altar. He built an altar and he called it Jehovah-shalom, Jehovah is peace. A wonderful altar, and wonderful knowledge of God, Jehovah is peace. The opposite to Jehovah my banner, for that means God is conducting war, but Jehovah is peace is the other side of the truth. There was no peace around Gideon. There were Midianites like grasshoppers in multitudes round him. The Midianite represents contention. Scripture tells us that the Midianites destroyed the produce of the land. When contention comes, the produce of the land disappears. The land is a very good land, a land of wheat and barley. That is to say, in Gods land we feed upon Christ, according to the purpose of God, the wheat; upon Christ in resurrection, the barley. The forty days in which Christ moved amongst His own ere He ascended is the barley. What days they were! Canaan is a land of vines, a land of heavenly joy. The vine represents earthly joys, but the vine of Canaan represents heavenly joys. It is a land of olives, of fatness and spiritual substance. It is a land of figs, sweetness and good fruit. It is a land of pomegranates, of unity amongst Gods people. It is a land of honey, the sweetest thing of all. We know a little of these things. Thank God for the enjoyment of the produce of Canaan. It is a land of milk too, where the mind of God is known and enjoyed, where Gods thoughts are received. 

    But when the Midianite comes, the produce of the land is destroyed. I speak of this because contention arises at times, and a contentious spirit will destroy the present enjoyment of all these blessed things. Gideon is not contentious; indeed they called him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead with (or contend against) him. Gideon retires rather than contend. The Apostle Paul says of contention, we have no such custom. It is not a custom of the assemblies of God to have contention. So Gideon is not a contentious man; he is threshing wheat. What is needed is food, not contention. God reveals Himself to Gideon as Jehovah-shalom, Jehovah is peace. What a contrast to the contention represented by the Midianites. The thought of God for His own is peace. Gideon erects the altar and calls it this name. Jehovah-shalom. 

    I would point out how Gideon dealt with the Midianites and overthrew them. He received the thought of Jehovah is peace and later he attacks the Midianites. How does he do it? With the most remarkable weapons you could conceive. He takes a trumpet in his right hand and an empty pitcher in his left, and puts a torch in the pitcher and says to his three hundred men. What I do, do likewise. The most effective way of dealing with contention is to be an example. He goes forward as a model, he says, Look on me, and do likewise. The trumpet brings God in; it blows an alarm, bringing God into the matter. When there is contention, bring God in. Then get an empty vessel; you cannot contend with an empty vessel. Men are needed who are prepared to be emptied of their own self-importance: such was Gideon. Into that vessel is placed a torch, the light of Gods word. This is what overthrows the Midianites; God turns their swords against one another. 

    The book of Judges is remarkable as to the kind of instruments that are used. There is an array of weapons in the armoury of God in this book, the like of which you will find nowhere else; weapons which God uses in the last days, for the book of Judges depicts the last days just before the king appears. I do not pursue it, but suggest it for your meditation. One instrument is a two-edged dagger that Ehud made for himself. Other instruments are the tent-pin and the hammer  the tent-pin that holds down your tent in the inheritance, a fine weapon; and the hammer, the word of God. Another instrument is the ox goad that urges on the ox in its patient labour. 

    There are the trumpets, the empty pitchers and the torches, which routed these hosts of the Midianites. There is the upper mill-stone which a woman had, with which she ground corn. Then there is the fresh jaw bone of an ass, with which Samson slew Philistines by the thousand. These are instruments which God uses in the last days. I think all refer to different features of the word of God; whether it be the sword, the hammer, the light, or the ability to masticate food, all refer to the word of God in its living, operative power to deal with enemies that arise. 

    I trust we may receive an impression as to these three altars. First, Jehovah will provide; if we are seeking to minister to Him, Jehovah will provide. The second, Jehovah my banner; we are in the war with the flesh and we are not going to make peace as under that banner. Then Jehovah is peace; whatever the power of the Midianites around us, Jehovah is peace. He has peace in view for His people. As we face the Midianites, let us have this altar, the light of God as peace. 

    I refer now to the remarkable word in Ezekiel, Jehovah is there. The name of the city from that day, Jehovah is there. The great issue is Jehovah is there. As we follow these other names of God, it will bring us to this point  Jehovah is there. The setting of it is that every tribe is in its place, having its part. The feeble sense we often have of Jehovah being there is because so many are not in their places, fulfilling their part. It is when all occupy the places allotted to them and all function, that the presence of God is known. I know we but feebly realise this now, for in any case many are missing, but even so there is available a much greater sense of the divine presence if we are all in our places. It is not a matter only of being physically and literally present when we can be, though that is important, but being there actively in our spirits and affections. The measure in which all are fulfilling their part is the measure in which Gods presence is known. I beg that all of us take this up seriously if we want to know this, the Lord is there. 

    We do not occupy the same place; Reuben and Judah and Levi were on quite a different side of the city from three of the others. God allots to all just that place which He knows is best, and it is as we sympathetically and actively occupy it that the presence of God is known. We sometimes touch something of this in assembly when all are more or less truly in the service. It is a wonderful moment when the whole gathering is brought into living touch with God. These are moments when God gives His presence. It says when each of the tribes occupies the place given to it by God, that the name of the city from that day is Jehovah Shammah, Jehovah is there. It literally applies to the coming day, but the principle applies even in this city. If twenty saints are together in reality and faith, each contributing the part allotted to him by the Lord, then the Lord is there. It is by our dilatoriness, lack of interest, and lack of devotedness to the Lord that we are deprived of His presence. I do not think fewness of numbers necessarily should deprive the dear brethren here of the sense that the Lord is here if each one would take up in reality his part in the interests of God. 

    Those are the thoughts which one had in mind, desiring that we might know Jehovah in these ways; as Jehovah-jireh, the Lord will provide. Let us draw near to Him in faith; the Lord will provide. On our side it is imperative that the altar Jehovah-nissi should be approached, the Lord my banner. We are actively in the conflict against the flesh. Then, Jehovah is peace. Instead of contention and lack of supply, Jehovah is peace. He would help us to deal with the elements of contention in our own souls by bringing God in, by having empty vessels with the light of His mind in them. God known thus will lead to each one functioning in his proper place in the assembly, and the effect of this will be, The name of the city from that day, Jehovah is there. 

    We desire that the dear brethren here may know as never before that the name of the city is The Lord is there. May we all know it in greater measure as fulfilling our part in reality, in faith and, devotedness to the Lord, for His Names sake. 
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    JUDGES 7 (CAC 6)

    Judges 7

    This book shows us the principles on which God will help and deliver His people in days of departure. At every period of the churchs history God has His own way of bringing in deliverance for His people. We have to be exercised to see what Gods way is, so that we are not deceived by what is great and pretentious, but we learn to value what is of God. 

    It was carnal self-confidence when they said that only a few need go in Joshua 7. They did not take sufficient account of the power of the enemy; they were self-confident. But here it is a question of God giving deliverance in a way that was manifestly of Himself. It was lest Israel vaunt themselves against me. God takes great pains to preserve us from vaunting ourselves. So here it is sifting things down; quality was wanted, not quantity, an important thing in a day of departure. 2 Timothy is a sifting epistle, an epistle that would reduce the available number. 

    The men that lapped were proved to be good soldiers; they were so in Jehovahs account. The object of 2 Timothy is to secure men who are retained as being serviceable to the Master. There is a great profession and Paul has to say that many had turned away from him. There is a kind of sifting in 2 Timothy to find vessels to honour. Paul says, Be a good soldier, one of the three hundred. The fearful element is eliminated: God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion, 2 Timothy 1:7. If there is not courage, we shall not maintain anything for God, but give way to the influence of the moment. The people of God protest, but give way. The lack at the present moment is that there is no moral courage to stand for what is of God. 

    In the previous chapter it is more the personal exercise of Gideon, but now it is a question of the kind of instruments God can use. God will not use anything that will bring glory on what He uses; He will keep the glory for Himself. There is a great lust for numbers among the people of God. Numbers do not always mean unity; the greater the number, often the less the unity. We had better have three hundred of one mind, joined in soul, and all minding and speaking the same thing, than 32,000 that are so many men, and so many minds. 

    If we want to be chosen and retained, we must be very particular as to how we do small things, things that seem to be trifling. Let each pray, Lord, retain me for service. Paul says to Timothy, Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. What is personal must precede what is collective. It was apparently a very simple thing to be brought down to the water to drink, but it was a divine test, and none of us knows when we are going to be tested. It makes it very solemn how we go on through the details of everyday life. Something may come to light, in the way I do the small details of my personal or home life, that disqualifies me to be retained for service in any special way; and in connection with small things some feature may come to light which God approves for His service. You may see a person retained for service; we can often recognise those who are so retained, but we do not know the secret. Perhaps in some small ordinary matter they have acted for the Lord, and He says, I will retain you for my service. There are vessels for honour, meet for the Masters use, retained for service. One would covet to be retained for service so that one could serve Israel, and could serve in a definite and effective manner. 

    They had to drink; it was a necessity, but they just picked it up in their hands and lapped it; there was no taking it easy, no indulgence. It was a small thing, but it has come to me that any of us may be tested constantly in little things, and, if we do not do little things in a way pleasing to God, we shall not be retained for service; we shall be dishonoured. It is not a question of whether we are Christians, but we shall not be retained. The question is, Does the Lord approve me? I do not approve myself; the apostle says that it is not the one who commends himself, but whom the Lord approves. What is the use of my commending myself to the brethren, if the Lord does not commend me to the brethren? I am simply nothing, and, if the Lord does not commend me to the brethren, I cannot serve them. 

    In divine movements it is a great thing to be confirmed. God delights not only to guide, but He takes pains to confirm His people, so He sends Gideon down to the camp to hear the dream and the interpretation. Not only was Gideons hand strengthened, but he was made a worshipper. The worshipper alone is a true warrior. It is a fine thing to get this dream and the interpretation; it would make us all worshippers. 

    By the cake of barley bread Gideon would learn his own littleness. Gideon was a true cake of barley bread at the beginning; he says, I am the least in my fathers house. He has small thoughts of himself; that is power. Have we accepted the fact that Christ was crucified through weakness? That is the power of God. The weakness of God is stronger than men, 1 Corinthians 1:25. It is wonderful that God should set Himself forth in such a statement. God has taken the way of utter weakness. Nothing could be weaker than a dead man; as long as a man is alive there is some strength, but when a man is dead there is utter weakness. Now God says, That is my power. We are slow to take it in and accept it. The cake of barley bread sets forth the utter weakness and insignificance of what God takes up, and if we are to be of any service in Israel we have to come to it that God takes up weak things, ignoble things, despised things, and foolish things, and things that are not. Are we prepared to be taken up in that character? If not, God will not take us up at all. 

    In the consciousness of that we worship, and that will fit us for conflict. Worship means that I have entirely done with myself; God alone is before me. There is no worship until God is the exclusive Object of the heart. I may only be sustained for a few minutes, but when I worship there is nothing present to my soul but God. That is power; there is nothing so powerful as worship. The creature filled with God is a creature filled with power. The apostle dwells on it with great assurance. I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 1 Corinthians 2:3. These are not figures of speech; I believe the apostle went about his service actually trembling. I am often glad when I see a brother trembling when he gets up to speak. I think, The saints will now get something. I believe this chapter is the Old Testament version of 2 Corinthians 4. Earthen vessels indicate in a striking figure the kind of instruments that God delights to use. How little one has been impressed by the fact that weakness is really power! 

    Barley sets forth Christ in all the lowliness and outward weakness in which He was found here; He had no resources in Himself. Here it is rather a figure of the saints than of Christ, that we have to be prepared to take the place of being of no account. Paul learned to glory in being a cake of barley bread; he lived to learn to glory in his weakness. Paul had to go through a great deal of discipline and he learned experimentally in his service that weakness and fear and much trembling attached to him. Then he learned it under the discipline of God; he had a thorn for the flesh, which was an additional help to him, so he had nothing at any time but the consciousness of weakness. Then he was thrown into prison; he had no chance of preaching; he was circumscribed in every way, and the power of God never came out in him in such a way as it did after he was in prison. He learned the secret of when I am weak, then I am powerful, 2 Corinthians 12: 10. He was in the spirit of worship like Gideon  he worshipped. It is wonderful to be made to realise ones own weakness, and only to have a feeling of worship. We see it in type in Gideon, I but we see it in personal experience in Paul. 

    When we come to battle, the weapons of warfare are not carnal. There is a trumpet and a torch and a vessel here; in actual battle there is a trumpet, a torch and a broken vessel. The trumpet suggests the testimony rendered, as Paul says, we also believe, therefore also we speak, 2 Corinthians 4:13. If we can bring in what is of God, that defeats the enemy, in whatever shape he may be found. I suppose power lies always in divine testimony; power is the setting forth of what is of God. Nothing delivers from what is not of God except bringing in what is of God. 

    The torch would answer to God shining in the heart of a man for the shining forth of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ. That is the torch, the light. Paul says, we have this treasure in earthen vessels  it is the light in the earthen vessel, but then the breaking of the vessel is needed. It comes out in Corinthians in the way that the vessel is subjected to the most severe discipline. The vessel is brought into correspondence with the death of Jesus. It is the light that is the treasure; He has shone in our hearts for the shining forth. The light shines in to shine out, and we have it in earthen vessels. I have no doubt that this chapter was in Pauls mind. The excellency of the power is from God, and not from us. Every way afflicted  that is the vessel but not straitened, that is the power of God. Seeing no apparent issue  that is the vessel  but our way not entirely shut up, that is the power of God to keep the way open. Persecuted  that is the vessel  but not abandoned, for God is there. Cast down  that is the vessel  but not destroyed; there is the power. As to the vessel there is nothing but the experience of affliction; all this is like the breaking of the vessel. So the light shines out. If what is of God shines out, it efficiently and completely overthrows what is of the enemy. 

    What marks the vessel is not strength but weakness. It is an earthen and broken vessel. The servant must come into harmony with the dying of Jesus, and it is bearing it in our bodies. The dying of Jesus is the breaking of the golden bowl. All the blessedness of what God is came out through the breaking of the golden bowl. In the dying of Jesus we see a divine Vessel; but then all in that Vessel only became available to men through His dying. That is the secret. Now are we prepared to be in harmony with that? That is the way of power. The great exercise with us now is that the life of Jesus should be manifested. The life of Jesus is love in activity. If that is to come out in me, it means death to all that I am naturally; that is the way of power. None of us likes it naturally; but it is the way of power. 

    Gideon says, Look on me, and do likewise. That is the true power of a leader; he not only tells us what to do, but he exemplifies it himself. That is a true leader; the apostles could say, Look on us, Acts 3:5. The blowing of the trumpets is the sounding forth of the testimony of God. We also believe, therefore also we speak. The trumpet sounded very loudly from Paul. Nothing more was needed to be done; the enemy was destroyed. 

    This chapter shows confidence in God in contrast to confidence in the flesh, and the willingness to be reduced so that glory may all belong to God. That is a very important principle. When the trumpet has sounded it speaks only of God; it is what is of God, brought into evidence. That does its work. The apostle tells us that the weapons he used were powerful through God for casting down strongholds. 

    In the sovereignty of God He will retain those whom He will for His service. We have to recognise that it is a matter of sovereignty, but that does not shut out desire on our part, so that we can have exercise and desire to be retained for service. When God takes up a person sovereignly, it will be found that there are moral features in that person suitable to God. It is like the vessels to honour, gold and silver vessels. When God puts honour on a vessel there will be found suitable moral features. God has not provided for His own dishonour. The thing is to be serviceable, to be ready: we might not be used necessarily, but am I ready to be used? In the sovereignty of God I might not be used in His service, but am I ready? I have seen it illustrated in works where it is necessary that things should go on; there are two engines, and one apparently does nothing, but in case of emergency it is ready. It is a great thing for us to be ready; so, if the Lord wants a vessel, we are just where He can use us, and we are in a condition to be used. The three hundred represent vessels ready for the Masters use; they are retained for service. 
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    THE TWO CITIES (JBS 3)

    Judges 7: 1 - 18

    I have read this scripture not so much to interpret it, as to give a clue to the path the Lord would have us follow in this day; and, in order to see what this path is, you must be instructed from the word as to two great things now going on. These two are the new Jerusalem and Babylon  two great structures now in course of formation; and we are helping on one or the other, contributing to one or the other in each one of our actions. Every one on earth is aiding and abetting either Babylon or the new Jerusalem. This is a momentous thing for us. There is the divine path, and the Lord can lead us along it, though the keenest eye  the vultures eye, as it is said  cannot see it. I have read this scripture simply as a way-mark to point out the road, but the subject I wish to bring before you is these two great cities. 

    We must go back to the beginning of things to see how these two gather force as they go along. God never deserts His plan, His thought about a thing; but the evil gathers strength as it goes on. Genesis 11 gives us Babylon at its beginning. Here we look at the city, which we soon drop; but it is principles that form cities; and, Babylon once set up, we can trace without difficulty the principles that it represents right on to the end. 

    Nimrod ... began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel. This is the first allusion to it; and I would call your attention to the state of things in the midst of which Babylon sprang up. It was not before the flood; it arose when God had set man in new favour on the earth  everything mitigated as to the curse upon it, and man himself placed there in new terms; God had smelled the sweet savour of the offering of Noah, and had brought in blessing in a new form. But, instead of man using these favours for God, he used them to make himself independent of God. Men combined together to reach a point where they should be independent of God. This being the principle of the organisation of the city, I shall drop the name Babylon, and call it independence. 

    This will touch us all very closely, that the favours of God here upon earth, instead of turning our hearts to God, only tend to make us independent of Him. Prosperity makes a man independent of God; when money accumulates he has an opportunity of gratifying self, and, unless he be able to deny himself in the midst of plenty, it will prove a snare to him. This is the principle that Babylon was formed upon. Nimrod was a mighty hunter before the Lord; that is, he pursued the object that attracted his heart  his game, if you like  he pursues it to death. A saint may be like Noah; he drinks of the wine and exposes his weakness; but that is not what a hunter is: a hunter is girt up to his work. He does not lose his senses in the least; he is all on the alert; it is the most exhilarating pursuit  human energy reaching to its goal. That is what the beginning of this Babel is. 

    I seek to make it simple to any here, for in the smallest hamlet you are not exempt from this danger. Where it looks least likely to crop up there it comes, for the heart so easily rests in mercies and forgets the Giver of the mercies. 

    In Genesis 11 this independence comes to a head. They said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. Here it takes the form, independency being the principle on which it is formed. God confounded it for a time, but it is very plain to any who have read Scripture, that Babylon will yet come forth and be destroyed. In one hour is thy judgment come. How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. It is well for us to know this  what the consummation of Babylon will be  because it is what men will come to. 

    Besides Babylon, however, there is another city coming, of which I cannot say much, for there is but little told us about it; but this I can say, that it is what Christ Himself has formed, and that in it there is every beauty that He Himself can bestow on it  it is the display of all His divine beauty as a Man to the earth. In the one there is every natural attraction without God; in the other every heavenly attraction with God. And you are contributing to one or the other, for you must belong to one of the two. 

    We see next, in Genesis 12 that God calls out Abram to be a witness against all this. Thus I get independence in Babylon, and now dependence in Abram. His history is a history of dependence. It is not that there is not failure and trial, there is; but throughout he is a dependent man. First and foremost he starts by being a very peculiar man; he has to break with country, and kindred, and fathers house. What a thing dependence is! what it calls us to! who would have thought it would have called us to such a path as that  to give up not what was wrong, but actually things that are right, country, 

    kindred, and fathers house! But it is often the things that are right that interfere with our walking with God. The man who is to be the leader in this wonderful line of dependence  the character of this man  is: I break with country, kindred, and fathers house. 

    It is not that he does not encounter difficulties by the way; he does. There was a famine in the land. and every one knows that hunger will break through a stone wall; but he recovers himself; and, when he does get back to the land, the true character of dependence comes out. He says to Lot: I do not choose; I am a dependent man; I make no choice; I have nothing to seek or to choose. Of course as he was the elder, his uncle, the one who had brought him with him, he had the right to the choice in every way; but he says: I do not choose; I leave you to take what you like. 

    This is an important point in the history of dependence. Failure is continually coming in because saints do not know how to refuse. When Satan attacks a saint he comes first in an attractive form; he comes with devices. The invitation is, Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant; and would you not like something  say a day in the country? Satan knows you, and what is more strange, your own family knows you very well too. They put before you something that they know will tempt you; and, if they do not succeed in making you yield, they will censure you. It is always so; Satan first invites and then opposes. If the first shot carries you away, Satan will not use a second; he economises his forces. Here, in Judges, the water carried them away at once. That was enough; they could not stand favours. There was no need for any other attack upon them. 

    You say, But surely may I not accept an opportunity that offers? I say, I must refuse offers, I must refuse opportunities, and then I can suffer for God. I want you to get hold of the great principles of dependence, and you will see them very clearly in Abraham. Look at every servant of God and you will see this brought out more or less in him. Even our blessed Lord Satan tried first with seductions; he offered Him everything in the wilderness to tempt Him; and then, in the garden of Gethsemane, he brought everything down on Him; He first refused and then endured. Did you ever refuse anything for Christ? If you never do, you will never suffer for Christ. If you accept, you will suffer for yourself. That is what Lot did, and he was carried away captive. And who then comes to his rescue? Abraham let Lot have the choice, and so, when he was taken captive, it was Abraham suffered for him. If we suffer for Christ, we shall suffer for others; and the greatest earthly distinction that ever was given to any one is that of suffering for Christ. This is our place. If you cannot refuse, you will not be put in a place to suffer for Christ. How could a deserter be called out for a forlorn hope? 

    I want you to understand what dependence is; but the Lord alone can conduct your soul into it. I say I am not looking for anything: I have nothing to seek or to choose. Well, then, do I get nothing? Why, I have manifold more in this present time! As soon as Lot was separated from Abraham, the Lord said to him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever; and then he goes to Hebron, the resting place. People are all for relegating rewards to the future, but I get them now. Afterwards Abraham had to suffer for Lot, who got into difficulty. Here the servant character comes out: he had to risk all he had for Lot. The moment I become a servant, I risk my comforts. There is not an insurance office in the world which would have given anything for Abraham when he went out in service after Lot. He went out with his life in his hand, risking all to serve the very man who took the choice before him. It is the one who chooses that gets into trouble; but the one who is dependent, who suffers for him, has the sufferings of Christ abounding in him, and his consolation abounding by Christ; and this the present gain. 

    I will take David for a moment, as another instance of the difference there is between a person walking in the simplicity of denying himself, and that same person when yielding to what is naturally attractive. David yields to Joab, and brings Absalom back to Jerusalem, thus listening to the voice of nature pleading for his son; and Absalom actually drives him out of Jerusalem. But when he might have killed Saul, he would not, because he was dependent upon God. If you choose, you lose. If you do not choose, you gain, and you gain in Gods way. I never saw a person get into a scrape yet but because he could have his choice; he was not observing that grand line of faith  dependence  that God has set, fulfilled only by His own beloved Son. 

    I next come to Joshua 7. It is very difficult to carry ordinary students of the word rapidly through a long subject like this; but I can just give you way-marks tracing out the progress of dependence and independence. I am sure that whilst we all talk of dependence, we often have but very little understanding of the characteristics of it. 

    I do not then go into the history of the children of Israel, who eventually went down into Egypt; but I see here God, after having brought them out of the wilderness, leading them into the land. Now there are two ways of being in the land. One is the heavenly stranger, Abraham; not a foot of the land has he in possession. But Joshua comes in in quite another way; he goes in to take possession as a warrior, to take possession in power. We are here on the earth in both these attitudes: heavenly strangers like Abraham, and men of war like Joshua. 

    As soon as they get into the land, the reproach of Egypt is rolled off them, and then we get the most surprising instance of dependence. The walls of Jericho fell down! No one did anything! It was patient dependence going round the city seven days. But the men were armed all the time; armour for Satan, and prayer for God. The efficacy of prayer is to get armour for Satan. You must have a good character; nothing stands with Satan but character; all the truth in the world will not carry any weight with him; it must be the breastplate of righteousness, etc. 

    Here dependence has gained an immense victory  a wonderful day! And immediately in walks independence in one man. Achan sees among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment and a wedge of gold, and hides them under his tent; and no sooner is the greatest victory in the land gained than they are on the way to Babylon. You see this by looking at Hosea 2, where they are brought back by the valley of Achor for a door of hope. Achan was the very first man who traced the way to Babylon, and God brings them back through sorrow. He says, I will bring them back by the very valley where he was stoned. And this prophecy was written before ever they went into captivity. These dealings of God are very remarkable, and enough to make us tremble. If you allow the leaven to work, if you do not judge it in its commencement, you will reap the misery of it eventually, for it will surely yield its crop. It may be a very small thing that walks in. Achan says: Have I not got this opportunity? See what an offer! And you yield, and then see what you come to! The children of Israel never recovered dependence; in all their history they never had again such a thing as Jericho. So long as you maintain dependence, Babylon is not heard of. When the star of Israel is in the ascendant, Babylon is nowhere; but the moment the star of Israel descends that moment the star of Babylon ascends. 

    We do not hear of Babylon again until the ten tribes go into captivity. And the next time after that is when Hezekiah receives the courtesy of the ambassadors of the king of Babylon. One would have thought there was not much harm in this; but God says, You have committed yourself, and all you possess shall go into Babylon. And, as we know, they were all eventually carried away to Babylon. Then they lost their power; the power of God, the right of kings, was in the hands of Israel, and that power lapsed; it passed into the hands of the gentiles. I pray your attention to this, for it is of the greatest importance. God says to Nebuchadnezzar: Thou art this head of gold. For the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And the power never returned to Israel. The captives returned to their land; but earthly power was never given back to them. God says to them by Haggai, My word and my Spirit remain among you, but not power. So much so, that when it became a question of crucifying the Lord they say: By our law he ought to die; but it is not lawful for us to put any man to death. They could only deliver Him over to Rome, the fourth power. Israel was a people that were to be dependent upon God, and, so long as they were, He was their power. When they were carried into Babylon it was the kingly power that went down; it was not a question of the priestly, but the kingly they lost. 

    One redeeming point, however, is that there never was a place where there was such a bright expression of dependence upon God as in the midst of that very city of Babylon; and this by men who refuse the kings wine, and so they are not afraid of the kings fire. They refused the kings meat; they would not eat anything but pulse, and yet in the end of the days they were fairer and fatter than all those who did eat the portion of the kings meat. They could refuse; and I thank God, if I have it in my soul to refuse, I am sure to be able to bear. Satan will come down upon me in a hundred ways, but I say, I am not afraid of you; I have been able to refuse you, so I know I shall be able to endure. You cannot beat me; for the grace that enabled me to refuse, is the grace that will enable me to endure. The king called on these men of God to bow down to the image, and what is their answer? O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. They said, We will stand the fire: and what did it do? Merely let them loose. Here was dependence. Let me be in the very midst of Babylon  of its attractions or its fire! by simple dependence I may astonish them all and win the day. 

    But these three men also brought out another great principle which marks the servant of God; he has a base and a door; a base behind  the ground on which he stands; and a door before him  in presenting the truth to others. The greatest proof of a faithful man is that he knows what he is about. Others may not see it, but I see it myself. He says: I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew what they were about. They said: We are not a bit afraid of you; there is an open door set before us by God Himself. Thus they gave the greatest expression of dependence in the midst of the city of independence. 

    I am sure we are losing if we do not know what things are going on to. One set of things around us is going on to a city that suits man  Babylon; the other to a city that suits Christ  the new Jerusalem. Which are you going to? It is a great question. We get the picture of the future bride; how she will be adorned for her Husband; and this is put before us when everything has failed in the church. The nuptial garments are brought out before the wedding day, in order that we may try them on. The bridal costume is shown us in order that we may acquire the characteristics of the bride. We are presented in Revelation 21 with all the beautiful features in which the Lord will have us stand before Him on the wedding day. 

    One passage more in the Old Testament before I go to the New. In Zechariah 5 it says: And they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base. Now this lawlessness is between the earth and the heaven; the weight of lead has been cast upon it; it is not allowed to come out in all its evil. But it is going to be set up on its own base in the land of Shinar. It is really going back to the place where we found it in Genesis 11, and there all the first principles will again come out. That is through independence. 

    And now to turn to the New Testament. In Matthew 16 I find a Man who was thoroughly dependent upon God  a Man whom no one understood, first led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil and there overcome him through dependence. And then, through a dependent life, His service, His public life, culminated on the mount of transfiguration, whence He descends to die. This is the One we have to do with. In this chapter He is coming to the close of His ministry, and, on speaking to them of Himself, Peter makes the confession, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God; when He tells them that on this rock He will build His church. That church is the new Jerusalem, and nothing prior to that is. If you ask: Why does not the new Jerusalem take in the Old Testament saints? I answer: Because it is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, and every builder knows that the first thing that is laid in a building is the foundation; I cannot have anything prior to that. 

    The city that the Lord is about to build will be a brilliant display of every divine beauty here upon the earth, where man and the church have made such total shipwreck. The heavenly city is a most compensating thing. I belong now to a people who have completely failed to set forth Christ on the earth. Where is the church? People often say there is none! But though the church has so entirely failed as the candlestick, yet is it necessary that it should fail as the bride? Not at all! Though there never be a recovery of what is lost, the faithful are brightened up to what is coming. 

    We are the bride. I get her moral features in Revelation 21. The bride is formed by the Bridegroom; He makes her suitable to Himself; she is His helpmeet. For Adam there was not found an help meet for him; and that is what Christ is seeking for Himself  a helpmeet; as it is beautifully brought out in the German translation, one over against you. He is seeking something that answers to Himself. We are that which will not entrance mans eye, but which will suit His eye. We have lost too much the sense of how His heart takes pleasure in the beauty He has formed in us Himself. I turn round to those who say there is no church, and say: Are you the bride then? If people are answering to Christ as that, they will be on true church ground. He says: You have failed to man but you must not fail to Me; I form a thing that My eye can rest upon; and to be this you must be occupied with Me. We would be the most holy separate people on earth if we were truly the bride. We should get light as to what suits Him so as to stand morally in all the capabilities of the church, though it be not the church or the candlestick either restored or revived. 

    So the Lord says: Upon this rock I will build my church. And in this same chapter this very man to whom it was revealed lets out that which will try to come in and spoil all this. He rebukes the Lord about the cross  says to Him, Be it far from thee, Lord. The cross here is not looked at as setting aside sins, but as setting aside man, and Peter refuses this. The very man who was at one moment telling who Christ was, is the next refusing His cross; he cannot see it; and the Lord says to him, You are Satan. I cannot think of anything more sad than that this same man should take up natural feelings to such an extent that the Lord should be able to say this to him, that the one who got the greatest revelation should be the one to seek to neutralise it, however unwittingly. 

    I must maintain the two things: the Rock and the cross. Do you accept the Rock? I am sure you do; we all accept it; and the cross too, as that which delivers us from our sins; but do you accept it as that which sets man aside? Do you say, Yes, I do? Let us look a moment at Luke 14, to see whether you do or not. A man here says to the Lord, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. 

    He meant the millennium. But we will have a great day before the millennium comes, says the Lord; we will have a great entertainment, because of poor sinners received now by the Father. 

    Now what hinders any coming to it? There are two things that do, and we find them in Judges. One is earthly mercies, and the other the ties of nature,  mercies given from Gods hand, and ties formed by Himself. Nothing wrong at all  no harm in them! Are not earthly mercies beautiful? And may not man receive from God oxen, and ground, and marry a wife? To be sure he may. But yet these things tend to hinder from seeking the great supper. Are you proof against right things? It is not wrong things; it is the right thing that will do the mischief. The apostle could say: What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. I give up all that is bright and beautiful in the first man, for the surpassing excellence and beauty of the Second. I can supersede man if I have got Christ. I have to exercise my soul every day so to keep the beauties of that blessed One before me, that I may be proof against all the beauties that are around me here. It is impossible to be proof against either attraction or affliction if you have not Christ to compensate you for the one and comfort you in the other. He eclipses everything for me. I have not got to steel my heart, but I have to guard it against all the beauty that is around me. I do not go to Christ in sorrow only; every one does that; I go to Him for beauty. If a man ... hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. Hate my father and mother! I never heard of such a thing! The question is, Will you have the cross? Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. You are taken off natural ground. If you say, I attend to my unconverted father because he is an old man, and so on, I say, All very well. But if he say, I would sooner be without your company, then he has set me free, and I leave him mournfully. You must have Christ first; if you have not you will never go forward; you will neither be a tower nor an army  a tower to resist the enemy, and an army to attack him. And why not? Because you have not got the grace in you. Gideons ten thousand began, but they could not stand it; they turned back; they had not got it in them. 

    There is one more passage I must refer to, to bring this to the final issue; that is the latter part of Revelation 3. I would gladly trace it all through the New Testament, but it would be too much exercise for patience. I may, however, say in passing, that the grand point of the apostle in the epistles is to keep out the man. It is the man I am afraid of, and that is the reason I say to you, Get rid of the man. And why? Because Satan cannot turn anything against God except man. He does not turn an elephant against God. But, as to man, he says, I have turned your own image against you. But God says, I will deprive you of the man; I will have the cross on him. In Romans we see man without any restraint, and see what a state he has got to, and then how faith in God justifies him. Then in Corinthians it is the worldly man. In Galatians it is the legal man: God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. In Colossians it is the religious man, and thus rationalism and ritualism crop up. And in Hebrews it is the earthly man. But if you get rid of the man you clear the ground. 

    And now in Revelation I get the closing scene. There is one link, perhaps, that I have a little lost sight of; and that is, that with this new city Christ brought in a new power  an invisible power. The power of Babylon was visible, and it is still in existence, but it has nothing at all to do with this new structure. Would to God I could get the saints to see this; they would then refuse to use a particle of the power of that beast which is soon to carry the church, as soon as it has been spued out of Christs mouth. When I hear of saints licensing rooms, putting up notices and so on, I can only say they are stepping outside to the power that would carry them; you are coquetting with the beast, and he will end with carrying the harlot  the spued-out church. If you give up witnessing to the place the Holy Spirit has here in bearing testimony to Christ, you are losing power in your own soul. A man might say, I will shut out the sun from one side of my property; but if he do he will injure the whole of it. One office of the Holy Spirit here on earth is to comfort me in the absence of Christ; the other is to stand for Christ as a witness to the world; and if you say, I understand the one, but not so well the other, then I say, you are losing the other too. 

    In Revelation 3 it says He is the beginning of the creation of God. What comes in to delude the saints is present advantages; and they end by being so drawn away by them that it comes to Christ Himself being outside. He stands at the door and knocks. The final state of things in the church is that of having need of nothing; it is independence again. This is the church, not the body; it is the vessel; it will be spued out of Christs mouth; and then the beast says, I will carry you. Christ takes the body to heaven with Himself. Then the Holy Spirit is gone, and the vessel left behind becomes the harlot, and the beast carries it. 

    Now what is Babylon working for? I turn to Revelation 18 to show you. Babylon is this great structure where everything is pleasing to the natural eye. People are cultivating ease and comfort in this world, and what is the effect of it all? Is it suffering for Christ? I say, I am not to be taken up with it. 

    I may enjoy a beautiful day, but I seek not to be carried away by it. God says, I will bring you to the water to test you, and the one that is proof to earthly mercies is the one who will go on with Christ, and be kept from the delusions that are so ensnaring to man, and so pleasing to his heart  from all those things which culminate in Babylon. She says: I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. She has all that is beautiful in nature, but nothing of Christ. It is not that I would deprive a feeble person of any comfort, but this I do say, When you go into your house just think whether it is a question of ease that is before your mind, or whether it is that you are here to suffer for Christ? How much is your heart set upon Him? Look at poor Anna  an old woman of eighty-four. I wish we were more like her. She departed not from the temple, though it was ruined. It is not a question of ability and intelligence, but it is whether I have a heart for Christ. Why should He not come into this room and be greeted by many Simeons and Annas here?  Simeons who know what Christ is to them, and Annas who are here for Him. 

    Surely it is a word for each of us. In everything, I remark, the world is getting richer. It is all there, and can I not accept what is offered? Yes, you can; but, if you go on your knees to it, you lose your true path for Christ here. Which am I helping on today? Is it this heavenly Jerusalem, the illustration of all divine beauty which is coming down to make up for all the failure of the church in this world where we have been such poor wretched things? Or am I going on with that whose plagues shall come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine, and she shall be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her? Is it a happy thing to be in any wise supporting that which is rival to Christ? As I look at the little urchin in the streets I say, That is one part of this vast machine that is working up to either one or the other. The grand consummation for the world is Babylon; the grand consummation for the church is the new Jerusalem. 

    Some may perhaps say, How do you get to Babylon? When the church is cast out of Christs mouth it is not the body; the body has been taken up to heaven; but the church  the vessel of testimony  has no longer any vitality, and the beast takes it up; he takes the place from which the Holy Spirit has retired. You find this in Revelation 17. And then upon her forehead was a name written: Mystery, Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth. Do you ask, What induces the beast to take up the church? I answer, What is the character of Laodicea? It is that which fits her for it. Laodicea is trying to get men embellished by christianity  getting up that terrible thing called self-culture. People talk wonderfully about it, but what is it? A man may be all right outside, and yet have the most terrible rage boiling up within. Some twenty years ago, they got the leader of Romanism in England to lecture on self-culture at the opening of an Institute. It is nothing but a form of christianity without power. A person converted now-a-days is generally drawn into anything for mans benefit; young mens associations and everything utilitarian. I admit such a man is agreeable to his neighbours through all this, but he is nothing better in the sight of God. 

    Babylon is a mystery; that is, a thing that is not yet unfolded. So when it first comes out it does not take openly the character of independence that it assumes in the end. But soon it will come out in its true colours; and the beast will carry her until he hates her, and makes her desolate, and burns her with fire. There shall not be a bit of Christianity left; but man shall be satisfied in his own acquisitions. 

    Well, what about the three hundred? The ten thousand are tested, but they never hear the order of battle. And what is that? It is, As ye see me do so shall ye do. If you want to get on now you must keep your eye on Christ. I cannot give you any directions; I can only give you the order of battle. As I do, so shall ye do. The Lord lead us to be very distinctly for Christ, and open our eyes to see whether we are helping on that which man has got his heart set upon, or that which Christs heart is upon. 
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    READING (JT 26)

    Judges 7:15 - 25: Judges 8:1 - 3.

    JTOne great feature with God is that of leadership. This chapter furnishes us with an example of a leader, and one who was not only in the position of a leader, but who was that, and for that reason is a model. He says, Look on me, and do likewise (verse 17). 

    WASDeborah had said in her song that leaders led in Israel. Judges 5:2. Is it a principle that leadership is necessary? 

    JTIt is a principle with God. The Lord is the great leader. He sets out in Himself the divine thought of leadership. A leader is one who, in a crisis or an occasion of difficulty will lead in a general way amongst the saints. The Lord, in becoming Man, necessarily takes up this position as leader; so we have in Luke that He is baptised and praying, that the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a dove  in a holy form, and a voice from heaven said, Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight. Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22. Then He is led by the Spirit into the wilderness forty days, tempted of the devil. It is the Spirits action; He was led by the Spirit, indicating that this Man entirely recognised the Spirit. In regard of His baptism, He says, Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness, not some, but all. Then we see, too, His dependence on God  being baptised He was praying. 

    RemThe Spirit takes the initiative. 

    JTYes, He carried Him into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil, and having vanquished him on the ground of obedience, then it says Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee. Luke 4:14. He ministered, too in their synagogues, for we read that He came to Nazareth where he was brought up; and he entered, according to his custom, into the synagogue. Luke 4:16. He had established a custom, a way, and He takes the Scriptures as they are handed to Him and reads to those in the synagogue the divine passage that governed the then position. He found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to the poor, he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to the blind sight, Luke 4:18 and so forth; and then He sits down and is an object of interest to all. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon him. And he began to say to them, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears, Luke 4:20,21 and they wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth. So that you have a divine leader given in that Man. In Luke, the Spirit dwells upon that because He intended it to be a model for us. 

    WASAre you suggesting that these features should be found in every true believer? 

    JTWell, that is what I was thinking. The Lord sets Himself before us as a leader. He is an example for us, and I think Gideon is a type of this in a striking way, because the Old Testament corresponds with what we get in the New. He says here, Look on me, and do likewise; ... it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. Gideon had been wonderfully furnished and educated by God in order that he should come to this. He was to be a model for those who were with him. An angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak at Ophrah; that is, he came to a certain locality and sat down under the oak tree, and took account of what was there; and what was needed was in it, for there was a man there whom God could take up and use as a leader of His people. 

    APWould that be leaders set locally? 

    JTWell, that is the divine way. The leader is one who exemplifies the thing that is to be set out, it is not merely that he is appointed to lead. Leading, in Gods account, is that you are the thing that is being set out, and in a world of evil and satanic influence that means that one has to suffer. A leader has to suffer. It is a position of suffering if he is to go before. 

    APYou would be more open to the attack of the enemy. 

    JTThe Lord Jesus is the Leader, and following Him you are sure to suffer. So that in that passage in Luke, when He began to unfold the truth to them they were filled with rage and Cast Him forth out of the city that they might throw Him down the precipice. If you speak gracious words, even unconverted people will listen to you and speak well of you perhaps, but when you speak the truth, the whole truth, to them, then they change their attitude; you must suffer. Unless God is working in them you will get opposition from them. 

    FJFRemember them ... . who have spoken unto you the word of God. Hebrews 13:7. That would include leadership? 

    JTYes, indeed; whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Hebrews 13:7. I was thinking of Philip, how it is put in the same way as with the Lord. The Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip. 

    RSPaul would be an example of that  Be ye followers of me. 1 Corinthians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 11:1. 

    RemWould a secret training be necessary for that? 

    JTThat would come in. The angel of the Lord came to Ophrah and sat under the oak, which meant that he would take account of all that was there. Whatever locality may be in question, when the Angel of the Lord comes He takes account of what is there. So in Revelation 2 the Lord moves in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. The angel sat down under the oak, and then it says, Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress to secure it from the Midianites. Judges 6:11. There was a man, working all by himself to defeat the enemy. He was trying to defeat what the enemy was doing. The enemy was destroying the food, eating up everything, leaving no sustenance whatever; everything was taken away by them, and Gideon was operating to defeat that. The angel noted that. Whatever you see the enemy doing you should aim at defeating it  whatever he is doing. It is a great thing to see what he is doing; as Paul says, We are not ignorant of his thoughts. 2 Corinthians 2:11. When you know what he is about, then your exercise is to know what to do to check it. So Gideon knew what the Midianites were after. He knew that they would take away the food, and he was threshing wheat to hide it from the Midianites. They would not get that any way. They would be defeated in their purpose, and the angel of the Lord took account of that. Here was one man operating against the enemy and with God. So if the Lord comes to a locality now in that way, He takes account of what is going on  what every brother and sister is doing, whether ones prayers, ones general walk and ways are defeating the enemy, or whether one is affording him material. It is either one thing or the other. 

    FJFThe Lord knew what the enemys aim was with regard to Peter, and what he desired to do. 

    JTYes; he desired to sift him as wheat, but the Lord says, I have prayed for thee. Luke 22:32. He was defeating the enemy. He was defeating the enemy in what he was aiming at. The prince of this world cometh, John 14:30 it says. The Lord knew the movements of Satan. 

    FJFThe Midianites were closely related to the Israelites, were they not? 

    JTYes, there was a relation between them; Midian, it appears, sprang from Abraham. 

    QuesIs this chapter (Judges 6), Gideons private history with the Lord? 

    JTI think it is. The main idea is his service. The angel is most interested in him. It says, The Angel of Jehovah appeared to him. Judges 6:12. When you get an appearing there is something shown that impresses you; something of the Lord that impresses you. An appearing is something that you have which others have not. You have the advantage. That is what marks every man whom God uses specially. He has something from God that is for himself. 

    APWould that be the Spirit taking the initiative? 

    JTWell, it is the Lord Jesus whom the Angel represents. I think if one gets an appearing it is the Lord. A leader has received something for himself. In speaking of an appearing, I believe that if the Lord appears to you, you get something distinctive, you get something that belongs to yourself, and which distinguishes you. It is pointed out in 1 Corinthians 15 that the Lord appeared to Cephas; that would mean something distinctive for Peter. It would be for himself. Then He appeared to the twelve, that is in relation to administration, then He appeared to about five hundred brethren at once; that appearance would be for all-something that would impress the brethren. If you had been present there you would have been impressed, you would have had the sense that you would never lose the brethren. Five hundred of them! Many, but they would all be affected. You would have been impressed with what the Lord thought of them  how valuable they were to Him. Then He appeared to James; that again would be an individual matter, something distinctive for James; then to all the apostles; that would be in relation to authority  to impress them in relation to His authority Last of all He appeared to Paul. We all know. Paul had something very distinctive, but we may be sure that each of the others had something also. Here he appeared to Gideon; there would be some distinct impression given to him that would be his own entirely and which would distinguish him afterwards. But then in the appearing, the Angel says to him Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. Judges 6:12. All the way down this chapter you have this private education of Gideon, so that he may be fit to lead. Then Gideon said, Depart not hence ... until I come unto thee and bring forth my present Judges 6:18; that is another thing. It is a very beautiful touch, for Jehovah awaits for him to bring it out: I will tarry until thou come again. Judges 6:18. It was something he had himself. He took some unleavened cakes and prepared a kid and brought them out. He had prepared these cakes. A leader, as we have said, is one who is aiming at defeating the enemy, but Gideon has something that he has himself, something of his own that he can present to God; so he brings it out and presents it, the Angel of God telling him what to do. He does not tell him what to bring, he left that to himself, but he tells him how to present it. Man is accepted according to what he has, not according to what he has not. Then the angel leaves him, and he thinks he is going to die because he has seen an angel. But it is not so, indeed it is the very opposite; he is going to live, and so he builds an altar to Jehovah and called it Jehovah-shalom, that is Jehovah of peace; and he is going to be a man of peace. He knows God in that character. One great principle of the assembly is peace: the Lord speaks of a son of peace. David said: I am for peace; but when I speak, they are for war, Psalm 120:7 but he keeps to his own line. He is for peace. Well, Gideon sets up his own altar; ones own personal altar is what marks one off as having relations with God publicly. Great is the mystery of godliness; God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 1 Timothy 3:16. 

    That is Gods idea of ones altar; the mystery of piety is great. 1 Timothy 3:16. It is God revealed. You are in public relation with God. God is not ashamed of you. How could one speak about God save as one knows Him? Gideon knew Him! Paul knew Him! My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19. He knew God, and that is his altar. Now the next thing is that Gideon is told to go and take his fathers bullock, the second one of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal. Now he is going to be tested as to how much moral influence he has, and so he is to take his fathers bullock, but the result showed that he had weight with his father, for his father Joash made no complaint. He had moral weight with him. What he does commends itself to others; he carries others with him. It was a serious thing he had done  to throw down his fathers altar, because he was really interfering with his fathers rights. But that has to be done. You have to do violence to natural things  to natural rights; so that now the question is whether you have got moral power to carry others with you in what you are doing. The secret of power was that God was with Gideon. Take the young bullock, which thy father hath, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the Asherah that is by it, and build an altar to Jehovah thy God upon the top of this strong place, in the ordered manner, and take the second bullock and offer up a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah that thou shalt cut down. Judges 6:25,26. The bullock belonged to his father Joash, but even though it did he had to leave that. It says, Cut down the Asherah that is by it and build an altar to Jehovah thy God and offer up the second bullock. Judges 6:25. It was a serious undertaking to interfere with his fathers rights, but it was essential if he was going to be a leader. 

    APYou suggest that there would be no moral power apart from this line of action. 

    JTWell, one has to get right in ones own family first. It was a matter of locality, and of relationships in which Gideon stood; and it is them where one has to bear testimony; the testimony has to go out from there. If God is with you there will be moral power. Gideon was acting under divine direction and God was with him, so the altar was thrown down. Then it says the men of the city said to Joash, Bring out thy son that he may die, because he has broken down the altar of Baal, and because he has cut down the Asherah that was by it. And Joash said unto them, Will ye plead for Baal? Will ye save him? He that will plead for him let him be put to death while it is yet morning; if he be a god let him plead for himself, Judges 6:30,31. So that you see Gideon had his father with him now. One wants to be sure of God being with one, for, if so, you are sure to carry with you all those with whom God has worked; you will carry them all with you. The bullock belonged to Joash, the altar belonged to Joash, the whole place belonged to Joash, but God was with his son. Gideon was interfering with the natural rights of his father, but instead of his fathers resentment he has his fathers support. You may say, What am I to do, they are all against me? Well, this is what to do, see to it that God is with you. If God is working with them they will not be against you, if God is with you opposition must give way. 

    FJFWhat you do will commend itself. You will lead others. 

    JTWe would say this is hardly the line Gideon would have followed naturally. He would have felt it unrighteous to take his fathers bullock, but if it is a question of God we must lay aside all natural feelings. What you find is that the father is carried with him. 

    WASWould you say he had power not only with God, but with man? 

    JTWell, that it what comes out. 

    FJFHe had to use the light first of all in his own household. 

    JTYes, he did, and it brings out the moral power that is developed in Gideon; he could carry his father with him, in spite of his fathers rights being interfered with. We must not be afraid to trample on natural things, if they stand in the way of the will of God, because if they do they are being used by the devil against God. Natural relationships and all these things must be trampled upon, if they stand in the way of the will of God. If we are for God we shall carry others. 

    WAWould you say the situation has a moral bearing? The power of Gideon really relieved the situation. 

    JTSuch a man was needed. I think that Gideon may be taken to represent the full idea of judgeship. He is the only one who has such power, so in this way he is a leader. Look on me and do likewise, he says, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. And then his brethren were like him; even the king of Midian said, As thou art so were they Judges 8:18; so that he stands out as a type of Christ in a striking manner. The brethren were all like him, each one resembled the sons of a king. Judges 8:18. The truth of the matter is that he had a good mother. Although she is not mentioned in this chapter at all she is mentioned in chapter 8. Gideon speaks of his brethren as the sons of my mother. Judges 8:19. The secret lay in that he had a good mother. 

    JFJDivine rights must be upheld at all costs. 

    JTThat was the first line of attack; idolatry was in the fathers house, and that stood in the way of the Will of God. Satan had a footing there. 

    APYou said he must have had a good mother. Would you give that a moral application? 

    JTYes. I think it would refer to a brother  to any one brought up in the true light of the assembly. 

    APHe apparently did not get any moral help from his father, he being an idolater. 

    JTThe help evidently came from the mother. The angel represents God, but the history of Gideon must have lain in the training of his mother, because the others were like him, and were as the sons of a king. He identified himself with them, because he says, Sons of my mother. Judges 8:19. They had the same training. Hence the importance of young believers coming under the influence of the assembly in their young days; they get formed by it. They learn how to be subject. They thus become like Christ. 

    RSThe wheat being threshed in the winepress would involve suffering in securing food for the people of God, would it not? 

    JTYes, quite  the winepress suggests that. 

    WASWould you say something about the second bullock? 

    JTThat would remind Gideon that the Lord had passed by somebody else in order to take him up. It is not on the line of nature; it is on the line of sovereignty. And the fact that it was a bullock of seven years showed that Gideon was not a novice, he was to be a mature man. A bullock seven years old is not a calf. So that we need to be mature in the service of God for leadership. 

    JFHe would be on the priestly line then in offering the bullock. 

    JTWell, I think he would be developed. He would be matured in the service of God; the thought would be the apprehension of Christ the full idea, the divine idea of manhood. The bullock would be a large offering, and one seven years old is not only large but a developed one; it is mature. 

    WASGideon had a history with God before this. 

    JTI am sure that is so. God took account of what was there. Thou mighty man of valour. Judges 6:12. In the seventh chapter you see Gideon is in accord with his offering. He made sure of victory first, and then he says, Look on me. 

    RemHe was not distressed because he had to be reduced in numbers. 

    JTHe was equal to it. What comes out is that he has faith in God. He took God at His word. God may see fit to reduce us outwardly, but we must have confidence in Him. The point was victory. Gideon becomes a remarkable type of Christ as leader. So the earthen pitcher is broken; the pitcher broken signifies the acceptance of the death of Christ, and that is what we all have to come to. If we are leaders according to God, the pitcher has to be broken. We give up all thought of holding ourselves together as after the flesh. The pitcher must be broken. We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 2 Corinthians 4:7. The pitcher must be broken at the fountain; we must accept death. 

    QuesWould Philippians 2 come in here? 

    JTI think 2 Corinthians 4 has direct reference to this. The sounding of the trumpets preceded the breaking of the pitchers, but the latter is when one comes to accept death. Paul says, We had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead. 2 Corinthians 1:9. If one is to be prepared for the breaking of the vessel, which is the last thing one will do on the line of nature, you have to be on the line of faith; it is only thus that you are prepared for it, for Jesus has led that way. Ye have not yet, the apostle says to the Hebrews, resisted unto blood, striving against sin Hebrews 12:4; 

    others had done it, the Lord had done it. He was the author and finisher of faith, and endured the cross, despising the shame; He did not despise the cross as the judgment of God. He despised the shame attached to it; the cross had to be endured. That is the idea, I think, in the breaking of the pitcher. You come to the last extremity before we have the sentence of death in ourselves, to trust in God who raiseth the dead. 

    FJFMen have laid down their necks for the name of the Lord Jesus. 

    JTYes, and the primary thought here is that Israel has to be delivered from the scourge, and thus Gideon is undertaking all this for the brethren  for Israel. 

    APWhenever Gideon saw the least movement of the enemy he prepared. He did not wait until they actually burst upon him. 

    JTGideon asks for signs and God gives them to him. He directs him to go down into the camp of the Midianites and he hears a dream being told. A cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, smites it and lays it all on the ground. It was Christ; barley bread is Christ apprehended in the exercise of the soul. It was a cake of barley bread, not a sheaf. It is Christ apprehended as going through the fire. That is the cake. 

    APIt is not corn either, it is barley. 

    JTYes, it is barley, it is Christ as the first-fruits. It says much for Gideon; he had an apprehension of Christ. 

    FJFWould it be the early apprehension of Christ? Barley harvest came before the wheat harvest. 

    JTI think it is the apprehension of Him as the first-fruits. He is first. The first-born from among the dead; the first-born of all creation too; Colossians 1:15,18. 

    RemI was thinking of Naomi and Ruth; they came back at the beginning of the barley harvest and attended right through the wheat harvest. 

    JTThe barley sheaf is Christ as the first-fruits. The harvest had to be cut down and then they had to bring a wave-offering and present it before Jehovah. Barley is the first-fruits. It is Christ the first-fruits. It is a question of my apprehension of Him, but then what follows, and what is set forth in the barley cake, is that you have to pass through the fire. In Pauls epistles Christ is presented in this way. 

    RemWould the effect of that be the broken pitchers? 

    JTWell, I think the effect of that is that you break the pitcher, which would refer to yourself. The apostle Paul says, We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us. 2 Corinthians 4:7. Then he speaks about Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body. 2 Corinthians 4:10. There would be a correspondence, I apprehend, in Pauls body. If you had seen Pauls body you would have seen a correspondence in it with the death of Christ, so that the life of Jesus would be seen there. So the thing is, As I do, so shall ye do. Look on me, and do likewise. Now what have we seen the Lord do? If I read the gospels aright, I see what He has done. It is a question of what I have seen Him do. You have to take the whole history to see what He has done. If He has laid down His life for us, we should lay down our lives for the brethren. That is what He has done. Have you seen what He has done? Look on me, and do likewise. Looking stedfastly on Jesus Hebrews 12:2 (that is the way it should read) not unto Jesus, but on Jesus. He is the model for us. He is the author and finisher of faith, that is the leader and completer. Hebrews 12:2. The word on signifies the truth of the thing. You do not lift your eyes from Him, you look stedfastly. What you see me do, you are to do likewise. He has laid down His life for the brethren, so we should all lay down our lives for the brethren; we have to go that length for them, if we are to be leaders. Gideon had his brethren before him. The point is the value of the brethren. 

    FJFBut have we any status, anything to give up? 

    JTWell, your life is something, your body is something. You can lay down your life for them. 

    QuesWhat do you think it means by the cake tumbling into the host of Midian? 

    JTWell, I think it means that God does not go according to human methods. It was according to the will of God that the Lord should gain such a victory by dying. One is very impressed with the place that the brethren had with Gideon. So when the men of Ephraim said to Gideon, Why did you do this? Why did you not call us? we are sons of Joseph, we should be leaders. They spoke sharply to him, they spoke irritatingly to him, but he said to them, What have I done now in comparison of you? He yielded to them. He was right to come down. It was a question of the brethren. What have I done in comparison of you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer? He could Say that. Allow all the claims you can, if they are right and true. Then he said, God hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb, and Zeeb, and what was I able to do in comparison of you? Then their anger was abated toward him when he had said that. Now he has got the Ephraimites on his side. 

    QuesIs that a part of laying down the life? 

    JTWell, it is in keeping with it. He is ready to give up his reputation  whatever he had. He was a man of peace. 

    RemHe had the spirit of Jesus Christ. He was not one of those who wanted the chief place in the meeting. 

    JTThere are apostles, prophets, and teachers. It is God who hath set certain in the assembly 1 Corinthians 12:28. You can be restful, if God has set you in the assembly; you are set there, and if you have a gift, God has given it to you. You can afford to be little, therefore you can admit the claims of others, refusing to assert your own. 

    FJFIt will not take anything away from what we ourselves have. 

    JTThe second bullock really means that; God is sovereign; He has set certain in the assembly. He does it according to His own will, according to His own wisdom, and it cannot be set aside; what is there, is there. 

    RemWhy is Gideons name changed? 

    JTI think it would remind us of the notable event of his casting down the altar of Baal; it is mentioned again in the seventh chapter: Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon. Judges 7:1. 

    FMIs that why you called attention to the victory in his own house, in his fathers house? 

    JTI think that name would always be a reminder of that great victory in his fathers house. 

    RemJacob got a new name. So did Paul. 

    JTThey did. Gideon is an excellent example for us in what follows. The men of Israel, his brethren, desired to make him king, but he refused to be an official leader. He refused that. He did not want to be anything except what God had made him. The men of Israel said, Rule over us, Judges 8:22 and his dynasty is guaranteed for three generations  a very tempting offer, but he says, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you; Jehovah shall rule over you. Judges 8:23. He is in keeping with the position, for Jehovah governed the position. He shall rule over you. 

    He says it is not a time to reign. Neither be ye called masters, for one is your master, even Christ, Matthew 23:10 and all ye are brethren. Matthew 23:8. Nobody should seek to be king. 

    FMIn the next chapter we have a man wanting to be king. The bramble is the only offer, but a bramble is useless. 

    RSWhat God gives one He will be sure to support. 

    JTIt is a question of the will of God. That by me the preaching might be fully known. 2 Timothy 4:17. God took up Paul, and he must preach; others sought to displace him. The Lord will not pass by a brother if he is true. 

    RemWhat would the capture of Zebah and Zalmunna  the two kings of Midian  mean? 

    JTI suppose it would indicate the complete overthrow of the enemy. Satan is destroyed. Christ has annulled him that had the power of death, that is the devil, not only the power of demons. The Lord says, I beheld Satan, as lightning fall from heaven. Luke 10:18. Thus the head of the whole system goes down. It is well to see the completeness of the overthrow of Satan, for in the light of that we are really fighting a defeated foe. I think it is helpful, too, to see that as Gideon had gained the victory, he maintains peace. The order he set up was according to the light governing the period: Jehovah shall rule over you. Judges 8:23. A true leader will always maintain the divine principles intended to govern any given time. 
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    LEADERSHIP AND THOSE LED (JT 41)

    Judges 7: 4 - 22

    JTThe subject in mind is leadership, not only to dwell on the leaders of Gods people, but also Gods people as led, and this book is aptly fitted to help us on this point, for the whole position of the testimony in this book is made to hinge on those who were put forward as leaders. It is said that God was with each judge. 

    The book begins with putting Judah forward; he occupies the early part of it, the outstanding leader from Judah being Othniel, son of Kenaz, as we read in chapter 3. It is said that the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, so that the thought of leadership in this book requires the Spirit; it contemplates men who are spiritual. In view of the leadership of Israel after Moses, Jehovah said of Joshua, a man in whom is the Spirit, Numbers 27: 18. And if leadership is to be successful, spirituality must exist in some measure, at least, in those who are led. This chapter helps particularly, for it shows how those who are led are spiritual, that is, they are those who surrender the mere natural enjoyment of Gods creatures with a view to the testimony. They partake of Gods creatures, but partake of them not merely for satisfaction, but in order to take part in the testimony. Another thought that appears in this book is that leaders led, and the idea of leading is peculiarly in Gideon, because it is not a question of what he said, but of what he did. It says here, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do, hence spiritual leadership is in what the person does, as Acts 1 says of the Lord Jesus  Jesus began both to do and to teach. Acts being the great book of precedent and exemplification of the truth in the leaders, this is significant. 

    PLTo Timothy the apostle says, use a little wine on account of thy stomach and thy frequent illnesses. 

    Do we have a leader in Paul, spiritual in his ways in Christ, but also recognising the creatures of God: that these are to be subordinated to the needs of the believer in his conflict for the testimony? 

    JTVery good  a little. Jacob directs his sons to take to Joseph a little of this and a little of that (Genesis 43: 11). He keeps within limitations. A little is prescribed by the great servant for a young man, Timothy, but evidently he was capable of restraining himself. 

    PLSo Jonathan with the honey on the end of his staff, he held the mercies of God only to strengthen him the more on the battlefield. 

    JTThe means of acquiring it would indicate that the quantity used was little. Jonathan says, With the end of the staff which is in my hand I tasted a little honey. 

    CHHIs the point in what is used? 

    JTQuite so. Every creature of God is good and to be received with thanksgiving. They are sanctified by the word of God and prayer; the word little implies that you are able to control yourself in what you use, and you use it wisely and for your immediate help as in the testimony. Here the test is severe, and only three hundred out of ten thousand stood it. Twenty-two thousand had already failed in an easier test. 

    EWCWould you say that both the battle and the supply are, in that way, thought of by these selected ones? 

    JTEverything is carefully foreseen and arranged by God in view of leadership, and our object now is to see what leadership is according to God, and the relation as to the intelligence between the leaders and those they lead. We cannot expect the latter to be anything more than those who lead them, and hence the importance of the exemplification of the truth in those who minister it. Undoubtedly the vessels are prepared beforehand, even as to ancestry, birth, environment, and physical constitution. All that is prearranged. You could not conceive for a moment that God would put gift or ability to lead His people in one not prepared in all that was necessary for the vessel beforehand. So we get with Paul  an elect vessel unto me, the Lord says. When we come to Gideon it is said that Jehovah looked on him, as if there was a foreshadowing of Christ, Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, chapter 6: 14. 

    EBMcCDid he qualify through his lowliness, that he was little in his own eyes? He did not feel equal to what God was about to put upon him, but he was prepared for it. 

    JTThat is how the facts stand. He was occupied, as we have often remarked, in threshing wheat, and doing so in small and awkward quarters, that is in the winepress, indicating that he was one who could accommodate himself to the circumstances afforded, whatever they might be in the service of God. 

    WSSHis estimate of himself was very small. He speaks of his thousand being the poorest in Manasseh and he the least in his fathers house. 

    JTExcellent qualification in those whom God would use in His service. 

    PLDoes it suggest the leaders right outlook, that all the fruit of conflict is to be returned in praise to God? 

    JTYes. He discerns, before he is called into service, the trend of the enemys workings and is doing what he can to nullify the enemys efforts. The Midianites were destroying the food, and he was securing it from them. 

    PLSo that a feature of leadership is to eliminate all side issues and concentrate on the vital question. 

    RemIs the leader governed by what Jehovah said to him? When Gideon said, wherewith shall I save Israel? Jehovah said, I will certainly be with thee, and so Gideon on his own initiative decided as to the manner in which he would act. 

    JTQuite so, and whilst he, felt himself weak and small, God says, Go in this thy might. That is the point, there was one there that God could use. 

    EBMcCHe qualified in that way for selection, and thus was qualified to select others, God giving this means into his hand  the test in our chapter. 

    JTHe would be able to do what was to be done as one man. That is the principle of unity, as you might say, the principle of all right collective action, that what he did would be the result of the unified relation between himself and those he led. What was done thus was, as it were, by one man. 

    PLSo he would be the man of Israel in the Midianites dream, not the man of Manasseh, his own tribe. 

    JTThat is right, that is the title he gets. The passage reads, And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, the man of Israel: God hath given into his hand Midian and all the host (verse 14). This shows how pronounced is the idea of the man, one divinely selected; and as we carry that into the New Testament, it is Christ. 

    PLHe has to carry out what belongs to the whole of Israel, at a time when those available are reduced to three hundred men. Is this very much the remnant position of these days? 

    JTThat is the thought, and one would like particularly to show the relation between the leaders and the led, as in Christ, who is, of course, the Leader of His people, the one Man. He uses many, but the idea is to see that what is done is done by Him, it is what Jesus began to do; Acts begins there; a great book of precedents and examples of service, beginning with the thought of which Jesus began both to do and to teach. Doing comes before the teaching. 

    ESWIs that why the Lord Jesus selected twelve particularly, that they might be able to lead the spiritual, and thus enter into leadership? 

    JTI think so. There was the principle of selection, first of twelve, and then, less formally, of three for more spiritual service, which is to govern all, so that the whole apostolic number should be in accord with Christ. It would be as one man, for Christ really was doing all, but, as ascended, acting through them. Scripture says, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who were afar off, and ... to those who were nigh. The preaching was His. 

    FWWWhat are we to understand by the mode of selection in our chapter? 

    JTI think it is a test as to how we use Gods creatures, whether we use them for the sake of support in the testimony, or whether we use them as a matter of enjoyment; whether the man, having means, acquired maybe by his own ability, or left to him, whether he holds all that for his own pleasure, or uses it to promote the testimony. The test was how the water was appropriated. The three hundred took it as a dog lappeth. I suppose it would be a way opposite to the etiquette of the world, the ordinary self-satisfying way of partaking of Gods creatures. This way would be despised by the cultured of the world. 

    FWWWould you apply the principle of selection, as to invitations, for such meetings as we have just had? 

    JTYes; there is nothing more marked in Scripture than the thought of selection. It is a great principle with God, and I believe it is carried out rightly in the way of invitations at a time like this, because you have to act wisely, and make the occasion such as is most likely to be useful. Large numbers may be in the way, and this chapter, I think, is a warning that we should not have numbers as a leading thought; although God will have His number and a great number, but what He will have will not be the result of promiscuous gathering; He will have just what He elected. That will involve quality, for all are to be like Christ. What is seen here is not sovereign selection, but the persons qualified by the evidence  typically  of spirituality. Jehovah says to Gideon, Still the people are many; bring them down to the water, and I will try them for thee there. He does not give any idea as to how He will do it. We have to see what God is doing. A most interesting thing in seeking to serve and lead the Lords people in the right way is to watch what God is doing. He works with those whom He puts forward to lead His people. It is a question of water here, what they would need, a very ordinary thing, but God uses it, making the manner of the appropriation of it the test. 

    EELIs there a state necessary for God to commit Himself to? 

    JTThat is what comes out. God is to do the testing. We are told of Him that He sits as a Refiner, watching those being tested. We are to learn from God as to this. He does not disclose to Gideon how He will do it. He says, it shall be, that of whom I shall say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I shall say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. And he brought down the people to the water; and Jehovah said to Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down on his knees to drink. And the number of them that lapped, with their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men; and all the rest of the people bowed down on their knees to drink water. That is, Gideon had to wait and see what God would do. 

    CHHDoes that imply the servant must have spiritual sensitiveness in waiting on God? 

    JTYes. You can understand how Gideon would be in danger of trusting in the arm of the flesh, having primarily such a large army. It would tend to elate his flesh; and we are all capable of that, with large numbers of brethren and meetings in fellowship. It does not, however, say Gideon was affected in that way, nor is it indicated that Jehovah regarded him as in that danger. He says, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, 

    saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. He also says, I will try them for thee. He is acting with Gideon. Thus God honours His servants, accrediting them with His own feelings. The first test is as to fear, as to how much courage the saints have  those nominally in the testimony and in the conflict. Here twenty-two thousand went back. 

    EELWhat would you say about Gideons repeated desire for signs for assurance? Zacharias inquired how he was to know, and the angel did not approve of this, but Gideons request for signs was approved of. 

    JTZacharias prayed for something and when God sent the word that it would come about, he did not believe it. It should rebuke us, that when we get our prayers answered, we are surprised. Here I think the desire for signs is weakness of faith, but God honours the faith that was there. Gideon needed to be assured, so God gives him the signs he asks for. The sign spoken of in our chapter was proposed by Jehovah. Go thou with Phurah thy servant down to the camp; and thou shalt hear what they say, verse 10. It was Gods proposal, which is very touching, for God knew the measure of His servant. He knew Gideon had faith and courage, but he needed this sign, and he got it. I do not know that any of us can go on without this gracious consideration. God knows our measure and considers for us, and comes down to where we are so that we might be assured in going on with the conflict. 

    PLOn a later battlefield we have the Lord speaking by night to Paul, and saying, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; because I am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city, Acts 18: 9, 10. Is that the Lord graciously succouring the apostle? 

    JTYes. He took account of Paul in that way as entering on the great service at Corinth. This proposal of Jehovahs, to do the testing Himself, is very solemn, both for those who are leading and for those who are led. 

    ESWAre we being constantly tested as to this, day by day? 

    JTThat is how it works out. If God is doing it, it is a constant matter, and those serving His people are to have their eyes alert to see what God is doing, what He is effecting in His people. 

    PLWould you say that this reducing process is illustrated in John 6: Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves? The chapter begins with a great crowd, but in the end you have what corresponds with the three hundred, personified in Peter; he says, Lord, to whom shall we go? Have you the led there? 

    JTYes. That chapter is a supreme test, the Lords teaching as to His flesh being truly food, His blood truly drink. Many therefore of his disciples having heard it said, This word is hard; who can hear it? also many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. Thus the Lords inquiry, Will ye also go away? Peters reply shows the apostles stood the test. 

    JCSIs bowing down on the knees to drink suggestive of persons actuated by natural appetite? 

    JTThat is what is meant, and leaning on natural support  resting on their knees  and not on faith. The others do not bow down, but lap with their hands to their mouths. They would take just sufficient to refresh them, and then go on. 

    RemIt is a very humbling thing to go out to serve the Lord, and then turn back to ones own place. 

    JTVery humbling. You can picture the scene  twenty-two thousand men turning back! What a scene that was!  turning back as acknowledging that they were lacking in courage. They had not heart enough to go forward and sacrifice for the testimony. And then nine thousand seven hundred going back as unable to appropriate the creatures of God on the principle of faith. 

    CHHWe see by this process the strengthening of the position instead of any weakening. 

    JTYes. As coming to the idea of one man, that is the led are being brought into accord with the leader, and I think that is the idea, it is one man, all being under Christ. Thus it is what He is doing. 

    CHHAre the moral and spiritual qualities seen in the leader, also in those led? 

    JTYes. The three hundred do as Gideon does, they are near him and act as he acts. 

    PLI was thinking of Mark in this connection in 2 Timothy, would you say that he was brought in with the three hundred? It says, Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry, 2 Timothy 4: 11. 

    JTYes; having at first failed, as governed by the natural, he comes into the line of true service. His gospel shows he came into what marked the three hundred. 

    JCSLook on me, and do likewise. Is that the language of a leader? 

    JTExactly. The idea is not simply what I am saying; we may be able to say good things, but what marks me in the conflict? 

    JCSSo Paul could put himself forward on that line as a model. 

    JTThe New Testament relative to this passage is 2 Corinthians 4. There Paul is set before the Corinthians as a true leader. In him is seen the life of Jesus; it is the one man, that is the idea that governs christianity, not ten thousand instructors, but one man. I have espoused you unto one man, so Paul says of himself that he was always delivered unto death for Jesus sake; he bore about in his body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus might be manifested in his body; and he was always delivered to death to that end. He had in his heart the precious treasure of the light of God shining in the face of Jesus, and as the vessel was broken, it shone out all the more. The connection between the passages is very apparent. 

    QuesWould you say we have this in earthen vessels? 

    JTQuite so. Like the torches within pitchers in the hands of Gideons men. 

    WHWIs there a parallel case in the way the apostle worked among the Corinthians? He took up the work of a tent-maker and laboured with his hands so as not to be chargeable to anyone. 

    JTHis point was that the power of Christ should be there, Christ speaking in him; it was Christ, the one Man. 

    JCSAre those who assume leadership often robbed of their power by going down on their knees, as it were, to things here? 

    JTI think so, and they do not set a good example to others. The great thought is to get the led in accord with the leader, the one man. The life of Jesus is the garb in which the service is carried on. 

    WSSGideons qualities as a leader come into evidence as he deals with Ephraim, chapter 8: 1 - 3. The benefit of the leadership is universal. 

    JTJust so. It shows you how you conciliate others and bring them on to the side of the truth. 

    JJJThis is the test of self-denial, which we may be equal to at the first, but as we grow older we tend to lapse back to self-indulgence. 

    JTYes. We make excuse for old age, etc. It is said of Moses that his natural force was not abated, and the same of Caleb. The strength of Caleb was as it was in his youth, to go out and to come in. 

    EBMcCThis material is really delivered unto death, that the power of God might be manifested in the three hundred, so they took courage and character from the leading of Gideon. 

    JTIt is like one man, they are actuated by him, a remarkable figure, and, as already remarked, the book of Acts is intended to convey that to us. However many servants there may be, all is the work of Christ. As with Peter and Paul: Peter says, going he preached to the spirits which are in prison, 1 Peter 3: 19. Christ is the Preacher. Paul says, coming, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who were afar off, Ephesians 2: 17. Peter says going; Paul says coming. 

    SHBIt is what Christ has done through him, from Jerusalem, and in a circuit round to Illyricum, Romans 15: 19. 

    RemAs regards leadership, Paul could say to the Philippians, What ye have ... heard, and seen in me, these things do, Philippians 4: 9. 

    QuesIs it the same thought in John 13  the Lord washing His disciples feet? 

    JTYes. The Lord says, Do ye know what I have done to you? It is the continuation of Christ. 

    JCSIs the thought of leadership a universal one and not merely local? 

    JTIt may work out locally, but its bearing is general. Christ is exalted as Leader (Acts 5: 31), and His leadership is reflected now in others whom He raises up (see Hebrews 13: 7, 17). 

    SHBDoes the sovereignty of God come in? 

    JTYou may be sure that God foresaw what would happen, and how delightful it must have been to Him to see three hundred emerging out of this test. I do not know of anything more interesting than to look into Scripture and see what is pleasing to God. The creation represents potentialities, what God effected in the way of fundamental or basic things, but Genesis 2 involves the fulness of that, that is the glory coming out. He said that what He did, as seen in Genesis 1, was very good, but in chapter 2 it is the working out of that, the fulness of it, so that you have what is delightful to God: the creation of man in the sense of being formed, the garden, the river, 

    and the animals coming to Adam, and Eve being built and presented to Adam. God is pleased with all that, as the working out of potentialities, and that is going on all the time. History in this sense is constantly being made in heaven, as Gods pleasure is worked out tangibly. The test in our chapter, to bring out the desired qualities in these three hundred, is in keeping with this; God put them there. The basic thought was there, but it is the working out of this in the test that is so pleasing to God. The fulness of the earth is the outcome of the basic thought. There was fruitfulness inherent in the earth. As it came forth from the waters, life was there. 

    DSJustification for this selection is seen in the fact that the three hundred were prepared to follow the matter to its conclusion. 

    JTYes. The number of them that lapped, with their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men; and all the rest of the people bowed down on their knees to drink water. There they are, under reproach spiritually; but Jehovah said to Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and give Midian into thy hand; and let all the people go every man to his place. And they took the victuals of the people in their hand, and their trumpets; and all the men of Israel he sent away, every man to his tent, but retained the three hundred men. The first lot went back. Now this nine thousand seven hundred men are sent away to their tents. How shameful that was! But the three hundred are standing out under the eye of God as answering to His test. 

    CIWhat character is suggested in Midian? 

    JTThey are related outwardly to the people of God, and they are destroying their food. They are very numerous. You see the people teeming out of the churches, and perhaps we want some show like that, but the three hundred suggest the opposite to mere numbers with God; with Him quality, that is, spirituality, is required. 

    QuesWould the test be universal? 

    JTQuite so; the primary number was comparatively large and the first test was simple, but this test was reserved, it was a secret matter. You would only see it as the persons are drinking the water, and God is there to apply it; He says, I will try them for thee there. As He said to Moses, I will stand before thee there upon the rock. That God was there is very solemn. 

    JRFThese three hundred who lapped are of interest to God, because Gods things are paramount with them, rather than their own needs. 

    JTYes. You may be sure that God would help them to do this. He knew they were capable of it, and so would help them. 

    JCSSpeaking of leadership, do you think that where the leaders are carrying a hard, legal spirit, those who are led would be formed on the same line? 

    JTYes. You will notice here that all the men of Israel (verse 8), were sent away, each to his tent, but the three hundred were retained. There is something very beautiful in that, the Lord taking on those who answer to His test. 

    EBMcCSpecial meetings would illustrate that the power of God is seen. Is not the great need, as the apostle had in mind, that the power of God might be evidenced and not the power of man? 

    JTThat is what Paul said exactly, that the excellency of the power should be of God. 

    WHWWas the Lord thinking of what God had secured, when He said to His disciples, Will ye also go away? 

    JTI think so. It was Peter who answered, one of the twelve, one of a number that stood the test. Peter says, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God. It is a past experience; we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God. That is what is needed in the conflict. The Lord says, Have not I chosen you the twelve? and of you one is a devil. It is remarkable that this should be brought in, making it clear that Peters confession did not cover Judas. 

    WHWThe land had rest forty years and Midian lifted up their heads no more; the wonderful result of these three hundred men was thus secured. 

    ESWWould you say this is pursuing a matter to its conclusion? We are frequently satisfied with a victory without pursuing the principle involved to its complete end. 

    JTThus the enemy would rob us. One has seen it over and over again. God gives a victory, but the enemy is ready to rob us of the result, and that is where watchfulness is so much needed after a victory, that the ground gained may be consolidated. 

    QuesOur perspective is wrong sometimes. Here they say, For Jehovah and for Gideon! Is it not entirely a question of Gods rights? 

    JTIt is right to say, The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon. It is Christ in figure. It says of Gideon, he divided the three hundred into three companies. Some of us have been speaking of the numeral three in the history of the testimony, in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua; and it is stamped on this incident: three hundred standing the test, and then the three hundred sub-divided into three companies. He put a trumpet in every mans hand, and empty pitchers, and torches within the pitchers. And he said to them, Look on me, and do likewise, behold, when I come to the extremity of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. And when I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, ye also shall blow the trumpets around the whole camp, and shall say, For Jehovah and for Gideon! That is a form of words that has to be accepted as right. In what the apostle says in 2 Corinthians 4:1 think he means that it is a question of the dying of Jesus. He is their Leader, not Paul. Jesus is the Leader, and Paul was conformed to the life of Jesus. Delivered unto death, for Jesus was delivered unto death, and bearing about in his body the dying of Jesus was what marked Paul, so that the life of Jesus, as manifested in us, is the outcome of the acceptance of death. What is inside is light, as Paul says. It shines in our hearts for the shining forth of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. It is only as the pitchers are broken that this light shines. 

    CIIn principle the life of Jesus would be seen in the leaders. 

    JTThat is exactly the idea. So we are all brought to the thought of one man. 

    EBMcCWe are told here what is going on in the other camp. Gideon went down with his servant and heard a whispering. This man did not think the camp was safe. He had an idea that something would happen. 

    JTQuite so. There is usually something in the enemys camp to disrupt his purpose. It is an ambush that God sets there. Where did this man get his thought? So with Rahab  God had her in Jericho. This man was the undoing of the Midianite position. 

    PLSo those sent back by David to Jerusalem when Absalom reigned. 

    JTYes. Even on the cross, God ordered the same thing, the undoing of the devils scheme is indicated in one man turning to Jesus: he says, Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom. It is in principle the disruption of the whole position. 

    PLIs it the same thing in the centurion declaring Him Son of God? 

    JTIt is. The centurion said, In very deed this man was just. It was the disruption of the Roman Empire, for he was an officer representing that empire. 

    JRFPilate says twice, Take ye him, while his wife says, Have nothing to do with this man. 

    JTIn these instances the whole system of the world is disrupted: there is testimony to the power that will effect this. 

    PLMordecai was sitting in the gate. 

    JTExactly, and the queen was inside  again the disruption of the enemys designs. Haman was overthrown directly through Esther. In our chapter the overthrow of the whole Midianitish power is the outcome of what is heard in its camp. It says, his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, the man of Israel. He was not loyal to his general! If some people were to hear what we are saying, they might say we are disloyal, but spiritually, what is going on today on Gods part is the disruption of the world. Then another thing that comes out is what is said by the man who heard the dream: God hath given into his hand Midian and all the host; then we have what God gets: And it came to pass when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he worshipped. What a fine triumph that was! As a result of what He places in the enemys camp God is being worshipped! 

    QuesIs that what God had secured before the victory? 

    JTQuite; God is getting something before the battle began. 

    QuesWould that be the power in which he went forward? 

    JTYes. He is a worshipper. 

    QuesDoes the barley bread suggest that one right thought in regard to Christ will upset the whole of the enemys position? 

    JTThat is so. It represents something irregular, but it has reference to a whole thought. It is a cake. We must be governed by a whole thought. 

    PLChristendom is marked by partial thoughts, involving confusion. 

    JTHere it is a cake of barley bread. Barley seems to be the earliest cereal to come forward. Christ is to be apprehended as a whole thought. Take, eat: this is my body. That is a whole thought, not His flesh in Matthew and Mark, but His body. It is the one Man. The Lords supper is one Man, my body, it is a whole thought. The loaf in the Lords supper is Christs body in which He died, but it also symbolises the saints as His body. The dream is to strengthen Gideon. Then the light in the pitchers and the trumpets sounding out are public testimony. If also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost. There was the clear shining of light, and if it was veiled to anyone he was among those that are lost. That is what is seen in 2 Corinthians 4. 
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    GOOD SOLDIERS OF JESUS CHRIST (JT 43)

    2 Timothy 2:3,4, Joshua 2:8 - 11; Judges 7:13 - 15

    What is in mind to speak of is of a military character, hoping that it will carry with it what edifies and nourishes as the word of God. First, as to the obligation resting upon us to have part in the military feature of the service of God. It will be remembered that in the type in Numbers all the males from twenty years old and upward, those that were able to go forth to war, were enrolled. It will also be remembered that it is remarked in the book of Judges, after the great series of battles ending in the people of God entering on their heritage, that some had not known the wars of Canaan; and so it is, that there are those constantly coming in amongst the saints who do not know war and need to learn it. It is not an optional matter, it is imperative, for conscription is the principle with God in this respect; and we are to understand what it is that is to be contended for, involving, as Jude says, the faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 3). What is of God was never delivered to others; not to self-made councils and ecclesiastical dignitaries as historically known, but to the saints. So the idea is that the saints are in possession of it and are to value what they have, the good deposit, and maintain it against all opposition; and that in this service they are to be pleasing to the Lord, as we learn in this fourth verse, No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

    In certain services we may perhaps assume that we are pleasing to the Lord; it is imperative that we should be in every service, but as in military service we are apt to forget that it is imperative there also. The idea of being pleasing to God is outstanding from the days of Enoch and earlier. Indeed, as God made one thing after another in bringing the creation into its present form, seen in Genesis 1 and 2, He takes care to pronounce on each; He was concerned that all should be according to His own mind. When we come to Enoch, we are told that he had this testimony, that he pleased God;(Hebrews 11:5) not simply as Gods handiwork, as part of creation, but in the outshining of what was there through discipline, through education from God, before his translation. Not that we have the testimony that he pleased God; we have it, thank God, but that he had it. How pleasing to him it must have been that God gave him to understand in his daily walks with Him, as it were, that he pleased Him; for Gods thought in the companionship He takes on is that it should be congenial. In like manner each is to please Him who has called him to be a soldier. 

    Then what comes out at this point is that soldiership is learnt from God, so that we are to understand it is a spiritual matter. Hence the saints, as come out of Egypt, celebrated Jehovah as a man of war  Jehovah is a man of war, they say (Exodus 15:3); but then, in the same breath they say, Jehovah, his name. There was more there than warriorship and military power; Jehovah, his name, a name that is regarded by the spiritual as to be revered. So that the thought leads to worship. That chapter  Exodus 15  is full of the spirit of worship, including the triumphant note, Jehovah shall reign for ever and ever! (Exodus 15:18) No thoroughly subject person desires aught else than that, than that Jehovah shall reign for ever and ever,(Exodus 15:18) a settled order of things in which the subjects are satisfied. 

    Another thing that comes in is that, in our warfare, we go through a certain training, so that the Lord can take His place as Head, as Leader, and not be ashamed of us  because we please Him. Hence in the book of Joshua we have five chapters dealing with the education of Joshua and Israel; particularly their army, but Israel as a whole, before we have the Captain of Jehovahs host. He does not appear in the first chapter, for now we are on military ground, and military dignity and order and glory must be considered for; it is a matter of divine warfare and a holy matter too; no room for fleshly exhibition, anger or hate, in it. Hence chapter 5 of Joshua records the position at Gilgal, where all that is of the flesh would be a reproach. To bring spiritual matters into an ordinary army of this world would generally bring one under reproach, but in divine warfare, to bring in fleshly feelings, places one under reproach; and that is what Gilgal implies, the reproach of Egypt rolled away; whatever feature of Egypt it may be, it is drastically dealt with in the circumcision. So the passover is kept, and then we have the old corn of the land, the suitable food now is a heavenly matter. Our warfare is spiritual; not with flesh and blood, but with powers in the heavenlies, and we need heavenly food to sustain us for that, and that food is no less than Christ Himself as indigenous to heaven; as belonging to heaven, as He says, The Son of man which is in heaven (John 3:13). He is to be apprehended in that light; partaken of, fed upon, in that light, for this warfare. 

    Immediately after this heavenly bread is spoken of, Joshua lifts up his eyes and sees the Man with His sword drawn. Joshua, being the ostensible leader of Israel, thinks of someone as an addition to his army, to his military power, and inquires, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? (Joshua 5:13) The reply was, Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now come,(Joshua 5:14) as much as to say, as indeed the footnote indicates, for I, the captain of the army of Jehovah, am now come  the time has come for it, conditions are ready for it. That is, I think, what is meant. It is a military matter, and the Captain is there; He belongs to heaven, and when suitable conditions exist. He comes in to lead. I as Captain of Jehovahs host am now come. I know of nothing more encouraging in times of stress, of conflict, than the sense that the Lord at an opportune moment comes in. Certain exercises have to be gone through by us, and the sense of dependence deepened, and we for a time are to endure the ignominy and stress, but as we make room for Him, He never fails to come in, and the required results are reached. It may be we need to be led on to the heavenly side and to judge the natural ways we have in conflict, but He waits His own time and comes in then and announces Himself as in complete charge of the whole matter, and everyone who knows Him wishes that, and that only. It is entirely His matter now, the conquest of Canaan is not Joshuas matter; it is a matter for the Captain of Jehovahs host, and there can be only one end as He takes charge  complete victory. 

    I wish now to show how in conflicts God places some thing or person in the enemys camp that will ultimately disrupt it. One could cite many instances besides those two of which I have read. I believe it is a great principle with God that He not only takes up leadership, but operates, choosing His own battlefields, and causes conditions in the enemys camp to disrupt him. The warfare goes on, of course, but the Captain of Jehovahs host is in position, the ground is holy too; another important matter, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy (Joshua 5:15). Military service is holy, as the service of God in the sanctuary is holy. Dear brethren, this has to be kept in mind. We are told about the Lord Jesus in Romans, marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of the dead (Romans 1:4). Grappling with the great enemy of God and men. He maintained the standard of holiness, and as on the cross, we know He said to God, Thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel, Psalm 22:3. So that holiness is to be maintained in all these features of service. As I was saying, the principle of God working in the enemys camp for its overthrow is to be noted. 

    We have, for instance, such a person as the wife of Pilate at Jerusalem  a remarkable personage brought in at the right moment. Had her husband had right instincts he would have been affected, but his conduct is rendered the more reprehensible by the testimony of that woman. She said to her husband, as he sat there on the judgment seat, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him;(Matthew 27:19) that is Jesus. That Pilate was not affected does not set aside the triumph of that; it was a moral triumph that there was somebody in the enemys camp  no other than the wife of the judge, who testified to the righteousness of Jesus at that moment. Jesus died, of course, but the moral victory was there, and it is on this principle that God had that woman there. Again, the thief of whom we often speak; he had a moment before been on the side of the enemy, but now is against him as on Christs side  witnessing to His righteousness, and condemning the worst feature, perhaps, of the enemys camp, that is, what is called the underworld. This man beside Jesus on the cross bears testimony to it. He says, as it were, I know that I am justly condemned, I am one that sinned in that feature of the world, I am dying a malefactor justly; but this man hath done nothing amiss (Luke 23:41). And moreover he says, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom (Luke 23:42). Christ was to reign for ever and ever, he knows this. Thus one in the enemys camp, by his testimony, in principle disrupts it; it is only a matter of time. It could not be without the death of Jesus, but I am speaking now of the testimony that was there. Then again, we have the centurion, the officer who superintended the crucifixion of Christ and the two thieves. He says, as he noticed what happened, Truly this man was the Son of God (Matthew 27:54). He is the representative of the Roman army, and his testimony involved the disruption of the whole system. The Son of God sets up another system. The stone cut out without hands (Daniel 2), shall overthrow the great gentile empires, but itself shall stand for ever (Daniel 2:44). 

    Now I come to Rahab the harlot. This designation attached to her, is surely to remind us of what I am speaking of. She is no longer that, she has flax in her house, she has it spread on her roof, she hides the servants of God with it; and yet she is living on the wall of Jericho, she is under the rule of the king of Jericho, outwardly. He sends to her, but she is in principle disrupting his whole system, and what comes out here is, that she speaks, not about herself or anything in her to commend herself, but about God and Gods people; a sure evidence that she has been secured for God, and she is going to effect what He intended she should effect, that is to say, a clear testimony in Jericho to the power of God and the power of Gods people, and that they must prevail, and the world go down. Let us hear such testimonies as these and we shall be greatly strengthened in confessing the name of the Lord. Being enrolled at twenty years old, as they were in Numbers, means that a young Christian believing in the Lord Jesus and believing in his heart that God has raised Him from the dead, confesses His name. That is the idea; one is thus publicly a soldier of Jesus Christ and now henceforth it is for him to please the Lord, as such. How stimulating it is that, although in your workshop or office, or schoolroom, it may be, you feel the power of the world, that there is in you there at any time a testimony to God, a testimony to what will bring down the whole evil system around you. When it was suitable to do so, Rahab went up to the roof and conversed with the two spies. It is a remarkable incident. She says, We have heard that Jehovah dried up the waters of the Red sea before you. The saints come into view as the subjects of Gods service. How much God is doing today in all the manipulations among the nations and in the commercial world. What else can it be, but for the saints? All things, says the apostle, work together for good to those who love God (Romans 8:28). Rahab understands that what God did at the Red Sea He did for His people. 

    What a word that is for young Christians, as it says in Romans, who was delivered for our offences  as if there was nothing else in view  and was raised again for our justification (Romans 4:25). Jesus death is for us, His resurrection is for us. His present session in heaven is for us, ever living, as it says, to make intercession for us. What then are we doing? That is the next thing that Rahab speaks of; and that is part of the testimony to the world; the power of the saints; what they are capable of. It will come to light when Israel will become the battle-axe of God, but more so now in a spiritual way in this warfare in heavenly places, or, it may be, in the wilderness as we confess the Lord Jesus as our Saviour. So Rahab says, We have heard ... what ye did to the two kings of the Amorites. The humble believer would not enlarge on his work, but when one such as Rahab speaks of what the saints do, there is a testimony to the power amongst them. Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world,(1 John 4:4). And the Lord says to the assembly in Philadelphia, Thou hast a little power, (Revelation 3:8). Rahab knows how to speak of it; she says further. We have heard what ye did ... to Sihon and to Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. How fine a thing it is to speak of a work of this kind that is really well done. Ye utterly destroyed them, she says. If we understand what Sihon and Og mean spiritually, we shall see the force of this more fully. It is a question of our way of thinking of ourselves  as big  until each can say with the apostle, I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me, (Galatians 2:20). You can thus see, how as in conflict, what stimulation it is to find in the enemys camp the means, in principle, of its destruction. 

    I go on to Judges. In Joshua it is a question of conflict in regard to the inheritance, and as I was saying, one in Jericho as outwardly of it, but who has completely turned round; she now knows God, and knows what God is doing. She knows the saints and knows what the saints are doing, and as it were she is coming into fellowship; her name is to be perpetually remembered in Israel. It is a question of the inheritance of God and what God places in the enemys stronghold to disrupt it. 

    Now in Judges it is not exactly a question of taking possession of the inheritance, but of maintaining ourselves in it, the enemy seeking to rob us of our food. The Midianites had invaded the land and destroyed the food of Israel; what God had provided for them. How much there is of that today, and what a great service it is to rescue it! The Lord says of one who gives food in season to his household: Blessed is that bondman whom his lord on coming shall find doing thus (Matthew 24:46). Thus we see the great importance of food for the saints. In a day of small things God says, Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith ... if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it, (Malachi 3:10). That shows the importance of making room for what the Lord is furnishing us with, for it is not Gods way to continue ministering what people do not value. 

    Now, the Midianites were destroying the food, and Gideon, as first introduced to us, was doing what he could in a very circumscribed environment to defeat what the enemy was doing. He was hiding the food from the Midianites. That was how Jehovah found him employed, and the verses I have read speak of something in that camp that would disrupt it. Numerous as the Midianite hosts were, they were going to be overthrown, and there was a testimony within their own midst to this very thing. Thus Gideon is caused to hear what transpired between these two men in the camp, and, dear brethren, in our conflicts we should understand this matter. 

    God could have given deliverance otherwise, but He said in effect to Gideon, You are to go down to the camp and see this thing I have put there, and you will be assured that victory is yours. So it says, Gideon came, and behold, a man was telling a dream to his fellow; and he said. Behold, I dreamed a dream, and lo, a cake of barley-bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, and came to the tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it; and the tent lay along. There was only one Rahab; only one wife of Pilate; only one thief on the cross who was converted; only one centurion at the cross who confessed Jesus; here there were two men in Midians camp speaking of the victory over their own people that God was about to give Gideon. I want you to note that Jehovah directed His servant to go down into Midians camp to see what was there. 

    In the New Testament we may find examples of this kind in the teaching, how the weakness of the world is exposed. You get, for instance, in Revelation 9, apparently great warriors, but they have hair as womans hair; meaning that they are morally weak; and so we are told to resist the devil, and he will flee from us. With all his show of outward power, he is a defeated foe, and cannot stand before true Christians, being the soldiers of God. The Christian knows the arch-enemy, he understands by spiritual teaching the weakness that is there. We all are to understand it, what we have to contend with, and how weak the position is, if rightly understood. Scripture abounds with evidence of this. Gideon is to know it in a first-hand way. So Jehovah says, Go thou with Phurah thy servant (Judges 7:10). Two are better than one in such matters. Two spies went to Jericho, and here there are Gideon and his servant, and then two men in the camp of Midian. One has the dream, and tells the other, And his fellow answered and said. This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, the man of Israel: God hath given into his hand Midian and all the host. Think of that, between two Midianites! The man who dreamed, for the moment, was a servant of heaven in the enemys camp, and the other man who had light about the dream, was also a servant of heaven. He says, This is nothing else .... It is a process of reasoning  save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, the man of Israel. What light and encouragement for Gideon at such a moment! And he goes on to say, God hath given into his hand Midian and all the host. This interpreter of the dream is as valuable for this purpose as if he were the archangel Michael come down. He is Gods vessel for this service, God may have at any time in the midst of our conflicts in the very enemys camp, what discloses his weakness and effects ultimately his overthrow. The knowledge of this gives assurance as we go forward as warriors of God. 

    One could say much about Ephesians 6, for that is the chapter that enlarges on our position at the present time. What a dignity there is in it! What armour is provided! Nothing less than the whole armour of God. We read of the Lord Jesus coming out presently from heaven and the armies of heaven following Him. We already belong to those armies. The book of Joshua opens it up to us, it is a question of heavenly bread, and heavenly warriors, and the Captain of Jehovahs host taking His place at their head. Joshua is directed to take his shoes off, as the ground was holy, and he does. And because of the testimony of those two men in the camp of Midian, Gideon worships. So you can see, dear brethren, that what I am speaking of now is no less a matter than the service of God, towards Himself, that all these military matters really have this in mind. Gideon worshipped, as you will observe. And it came to pass when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he worshipped. And he returned into the camp of Israel, and said, Arise; for Jehovah hath given into your hand the camp of Midian. He is full of assurance, of encouragement to go forward, and we all know the great result  a complete victory over Midian by Gideon and his three hundred men, who are spiritually tested, so that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us,(2 Corinthians 4:7) and to show that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ, (2 Corinthians 10:4,5). 

    That is what I had to say, dear brethren, and I trust it will be of service, for the need of soldiership is great, of contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, and, in doing it, to please Him who has called us to be His soldiers in our times. 
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    REDUCTION AND REFINEMENT (JT 64)

    Judges 7: 1 - 8; Matthew 18: 15 - 20; Revelation 3: 7 - 11

    What is in mind, dear brethren, is to call attention to the fact that God at times reduces His people in order that they may be usable, that He may accomplish His purposes. This has been His way from the outset, and it is brought forward now because it has application tonight. God has things to do and He intends to do them by persons who are wholly dependent on Him, and dependent, it may be, on Him because of their fewness, because of their weakness, for it is said of certain ones in earlier days, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. So in this case of Gideon in the book of Judges, we have a remarkable illustration of war carried on for the defence of the truth, the defence of Gods people, and Jehovah decided that they were too many to accomplish the work, because He wished to make room for Himself. And so He said to Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many. As a matter of fact, history shows that in result, as the battle developed and increased, and was won by Israel, there were a greater number with Israel than there were at this particular time; there were more than thirty-two thousand, but that was the number at this particular time, and Jehovah decided and said that there were too many. And He said to Gideon that those who were fearful should depart, and leave mount Gilead and return to their tents. So they did, and you can understand, dear brethren, that those who returned would not be making any show of triumph, they would be humbled, and God intended that; that they should return, not a victorious people in war, but a humbled people, because they were fearful in war. 

    But then they were yet too many. God says to Gideon: The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee. That is to say, the number must be reduced, because the victory must be Gods, the work must be Gods, the result must be Gods, and whatever is to be done must be done by God. He will have it so. And so, dear brethren, He is with His people to wage their battles, to win their battles for them, but He wishes to have a certain number, He wishes to have a usable number. This is something which I believe has application to the present time, and therefore I have read it, and am speaking of it, and I want to continue the subject further in the gospel of Matthew. Matthew being the assembly gospel, as we have often said to one another, there is the same principle of reduction, and then we have the same principle in the book of Revelation. The same principle is there, although the idea of the assembly is retained, and that is just exactly what I want to enforce in what I have to say, that whatever reduction there may be made, in order that God should have a usable people, a people for His own use, a people that should glorify Him in what He does, He retains the idea of the assembly. This is the time of the assembly, the assembly period, and God is not giving up His thought at all; it is continuing. And so whatever happens, whether we are reduced in number, or increased in number, God will have the assembly maintained, so that His thought as to the dispensation may be realised. 

    Matthew is the evangelist that is selected to bring out this truth, but I have turned to the book of Judges, to bring out the type of it, a type of the situation which I believe is current at the present time amongst the saints, both here and in other parts of the world. That is to say, God is prospering His people in a material way, prospering them too in numbers or largeness of meetings, and prospering them in other respects, all of which, and indeed each of which, would tend to shut Him out, whereas His thought is to come in, and be in, and stay with us, hence in Matthew the Lord says, Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. So that we need not be without Him, and if He is not with us, we need not think that we can have recourse to some other means to accomplish our thoughts. God will retain His place with us, and He will reduce us to retain it, because He has designed to work Himself. He has come in, in Christ; He has the Man of His counsel, the Man according to His own heart, as David was, and He wishes to use Him, and He wishes to use those whom that Man would choose, and provide with gift to be used. 

    So in turning to Judges, it is just to bring out a type, and it is a striking type too; it is indeed brought into an anti-type in the second epistle to the Corinthians, an epistle that deals with church methods and manners and ways. And so I will just read a passage that intimates to us what is meant in this type in the book of Judges, and you will see when I read it, that it means reduction in a moral way if we are to be usable to God. The passage is 2 Corinthians 4: 7 - 14, But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us, every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up; persecuted, but not abandoned; cast down, but not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body; for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh; so that death works in us, but life in you. And having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, I have believed, 

    therefore have I spoken; we also believe, therefore also we speak; knowing that he who has raised the Lord Jesus shall raise us also with Jesus, and shall present us with you. Now that is what I understand to be the instruction of the type that I have read in the book of Judges. That is to say, the apostle deals with these types as we do. He was a minister as we are, only in a greater degree than any of us, in fact in a greater degree than any minister of Christ. And so he uses types, and he uses conveniently this type of Gideon. He does not mention Gideon, he does not mention his name, but he alludes to him to call attention to himself. No one in Scripture is allowed to call attention to himself more than Paul. I mean to say, no creature. The Lord Jesus, of course has a right to speak of Himself, I Jesus. He has a right to do that, and a right as no other one has, and Paul was very near to Him in that sense. I Paul, for instance, and Paul the aged, and so forth. And so it is that he becomes an anti-type of this type in the book of Judges, and I commend this passage to you, dear brethren, so that you may have it in your mind, and get profit from it as we proceed. Paul is putting before us a reference to the book of Judges; and he is saying in this passage, that he had gone through that sort of thing, the exact sort of thing indicated in the book of Judges. 

    So there were thirty-two thousand of the people, and God says they are too many. Now you may question in your minds what I am alluding to, and I do not wish to be literal in any allusion I am making; I wish to convey the truth, dear brethren, without any sense of accusing anybody, or questioning any thing or person in the service of God, in this country or any other country. I would only bring out certain truths, and we are entitled to do that; we should, if we are serving the Lord, bring out truth as we see it to be needed. And so it is, that God has prospered His people in many respects in a material way; and they are liberal too, and they are ready to lavish what they have on the promotion of Gods interests, and God is pleased with that. In fact, in this type that I read, the number thirty-two thousand is not really as great as the number that was employed in the battle eventually. So that it was only a question of bringing out a principle at the beginning of the conflict. That was the point, that the people were too many for a certain purpose. God could do with less than there were, and God is saying to us now, He can do with less. If He has to do something, He can do with less than are in this hall. He can do with a smaller hall than this too, if need be. I am only just alluding to these things to show what is on ones mind, that God wants room for Himself, beloved brethren, and He is going to have it too. And if His things are to be done according to His mind, He must have it, and the day will come when we will all rejoice in the fact that God has been working in our time, and is working and will work until the assembly is completed, until every member of it is finished. It is the finishing time, and finishing people are needed too in the service. Therefore, it is a question for every one of us who is in the service, to see to finishing, to doing things well, as it is said of the Lord Jesus, He hath done all things well. Whatever He did, He did well. And if things are to be finished according to God, there must be good service, there must be able service, there must be skilled service; and all these things are available. It is a question of applying ourselves to the matter, the matter of the work of God, and of finding the ways and means to acquire things according to God. 

    So with regard to Gideon, I may allude to earlier facts that are mentioned about him. When he comes in early in chapter 6 he was threshing wheat, which was a difficult matter. It was in a certain place that was not very convenient for the purpose, but he was doing it, and he was doing it to hide the wheat from the Midianites. Without anybody but himself, he was doing that; he was threshing wheat. And Jehovah looked upon him, and He said to him, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel, ... thou shalt smite Midian as one man. And so I would say, dear brethren, let us take up what any one of us can do. If we see that certain things are to be done, and they are not being done, well, the business of the person that sees that, is to do them, and do what he can. That is to say, with one man; do what one man can do. And that is the point with Gideon. Hence you can understand how Jehovah would reduce the number from thirty-two thousand. There would be a great many Gideons in that sense, and God would have the number reduced. He would have one man. That was the principle that He had then in mind, and at the present time, there are things that He has in mind, and maybe it is that He is not reaching His designs and end, because we have too many, and too much. I am not saying it is so, I am only suggesting, dear brethren, without questioning, or accusing, or hinting anything of that kind; but there is such a thing as one man doing everything at a particular time, and that is what God said to Gideon. And as to God, and Christ, and the Spirit, one Man is the principle; that is to say only one Person in the Deity became Man, became incarnate, and He has undertaken the whole matter, thank God. No one else could do it initially except Himself, and He did it. He said, according to John, It is finished. He did it Himself. But then in due time, others are taken on, and so it is that a large number here today have been taken on, amongst them myself, in my little way, and I thank God for it, 

    and thank God for others too, whom I know here, who are actively engaged in the Lords service; they have been added to the real Gideon. 

    But then Gideon had his questions. They were very reasonable too, but he came to perceive that the Speaker was God, was Gods angel. It is a great matter to learn to perceive God. There are certain circumstances in which God can be seen, dear brethren. No man has seen Him nor can see Him, in one sense, but still, in another sense, God can be seen. Gideon perceived it was God, no less, and he said to the Angel that he would like to present something to Him, he would like to offer something; as was said of the Lord Jesus as Priest, He must have somewhat to offer. And so it is, dear brethren, if we are to serve God, there must be something to offer. What have we to offer? Gideon had something to offer, and the Angel said to him that He would wait for him. This is God, beloved. God will wait for us, but He wants to have His work done in His own way, in His own way without any additions, or any human methods. And so it is with Gideon; the Angel waited on him, a very beautiful thought, just as Jehovah waited on Abraham, and as He is ready to wait on anyone here who essays to serve Him. God will wait for you, He will give you time to get ready, because there is the idea of readiness in the service of God, and God will give us time to get ready. And so the Angel waited. I cannot say just where He sat, or what He was doing, but He waited. Just as Jehovah and two angels in earlier days had waited on Abraham, till he prepared for them. They waited under a tree for him. So here the Angel waited, and Gideon brought his present, which is a very beautiful thought; and the Angel directed him as to that, because we must come under divine direction, if we are to do anything for God. So the Angel used His staff, nothing more than that. Just as in the case of Moses, the staff was the thing. God says, What is that in thy hand?. He says, A staff, and so he had a staff, and many things were done by it. So here the Angel used His staff, and caused the fire to ascend, and to gather up what Gideon had brought to Him and presented. It went up to heaven. There must be a going up to heaven, beloved. And so it is that Jesus went up to heaven, before He really began to operate as to gathering. He went up to heaven and then sent down the Spirit. The Spirit was sent down from heaven, and hence the great gathering that has come about. There is a great gathering here tonight too, thank God; it is the work of the Spirit. 

    So to enlarge further on what I am saying, as entering into the type, the Angel said to him that he should offer a bullock, the second bullock that his father had; and he did. But he was to offer it at a certain place, and it is to be according to the ordered manner, and that brings out the whole question, dear brethren, of how things are done, whether it be here, or elsewhere. How things are done  whatever they be, whether it be preaching the word, or ministering in any way, or discipline, it is a question of how things are done, because God is jealous as to His own methods, and He will have them abided by. And so it was in the ordered place, so that Gideon is now on the way to be used, and he was used in a most remarkable way. He was used according to what I read in Pauls account, but used here in the sense that the ten thousand that were left, were brought down to the water, and God says, I will try them for thee; and the way was, that they must lap the water as a dog lapped it. That is a very humbling thing, that we have to do things as dogs do them, and yet it cannot be done otherwise, to be done rightly, at this point. And only three hundred succeeded, only three hundred were admitted as succeeding in this simple method of lapping water with their hand to their mouth. I do not need to enlarge on that in detail, as no doubt every child here will know something about this remarkable story of Gideon, but the three hundred were there, and were victorious, and all the others had to go home. It is a very humbling thing to have to go home; first, because you are afraid of the battle, and secondly, because you do not know how to do what is required. It would be very much better at times if we did go home if things are not done properly, because God will have them done rightly. He has His own meaning in them, and He will have them done rightly, if they are to be done at all. And so these nine thousand seven hundred had to go home. They were disqualified because they were unable to lap the water as dogs do. There were only three hundred that could do it, and they did it, and God says to Gideon, I will save you with those; that is, those that do what I wish to be done, and know how to do it, I will save you by them. 

    Well now, that is the simple outline of the facts here, only the further thought is the idea of the three hundred divided into three companies of one hundred, and they were to do everything that Gideon did; not as Jehovah said, but as Gideon did. He says, Look on me. And that is the point, dear brethren, in these matters of assembly character; look to the Lord, see how He did them. And so it is, as we often quote, that a certain one says to the Lord, Lord, teach us to pray. It is a very good thing that that brother, whoever he was, we are not told his name, did not say, Teach me to pray. He wished all the others to be taught as well as himself. That is a liberal mind, that you do not want to keep things to yourself, or think you have something for ministry that nobody else has, that you have it secretly. This brother said to the Lord, Teach us 

    to pray, and I suppose that is the great lesson, that we learn to pray; and it is the greatest matter at the present time, that we should pray. We noticed already today, in referring to Philippi, how Paul and Silas, in prayer, praised God. That is the idea of the service of God proceeding from glory to glory, even in prison, because it is done according to God. How precious it must have been in the eyes of God in that prison, that there were two men there, their feet fast in the stocks, who were praying, and who then praised God. That was something that was pleasing to God, and that is the point in all that I am saying, what is pleasing to God. 

    To return to the subject, the three hundred men were divided into three companies, and they were to go all round the camp. That is to say, the attack was to be all round. That is the idea of the ministry, that it is universal, whatever it is. Whatever we have had today, or whatever we are having now, must be universal. It must be fit to travel, to go abroad, and become a part of the instruction of the saints. And so the company of Midianites, however large it was, was encompassed, but encompassed by three hundred men only, and yet they were as grasshoppers on the earth for numbers. But in result, as I said, as the battle proceeded, there were others beside those three hundred; indeed very many more than the thirty-two thousand, because God has numbers too, and He can use them. Indeed we have in the book of Revelation the idea of God using numbers, a number of persons that was uncountable; the book of Revelation speaks of that, showing that God has numbers, and will have numbers, and especially quality in them. And that is what I have in my mind in a moment to bring forward, dear brethren, quality; that in all that I am saying, the assembly must be in view, and the quality suitable to it must be in view. And so it was that Gideons three hundred were men of quality, and the ways and means were a pitcher, an earthen pitcher, as Paul says, We have this treasure in earthen vessels. That is to say, it is a question of what we are by the creative power of God, that we are to be used in that humble way, whatever the work is that is to be done. And so it is a question of pitchers and light in the pitchers, and then the voice of Gideon, who said to them, Look on me ... as I do, so shall ye do. And that is the order of the moment, dear brethren, to have things done as the Lord has done them; the Spirit would teach us to do them, and the teaching of the Spirit is universal. The Lord Jesus says Himself of Him, that he shall teach you all things, he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you, he shall guide you into all the truth. Everything comes out subjectively by the Spirit here below; everything comes down from heaven, but works out down here by the Spirit, and in this and that one of us, whom God has fitted to carry on the work, but the eye must be on Christ Himself, as Gideon said to the three hundred men. 

    Well now I must pass on to Matthew. I have already remarked that Matthew is the assembly gospel, and there are good reasons for saying so. He carries out the Lords instructions. These instructions were given in Galilee, not at Jerusalem. They were given in Galilee and the converts were to be baptised to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Then the Lord says, Lo, I am with you alway, so that we can carry out something of Gideons example, in having the Lord with us. He is never said to have gone up to heaven in Matthew. Now that may seem strange to some of you, but it is a point to be understood, that in that sense He remains down here. The Spirit remains too, but the Spirit is in heaven too, as well as remaining down here; that is to be understood. 

    These things are to be understood, as was said to a certain man, Understandest thou what thou readest?. The question is understanding, not simply the letter of Scripture, but the spirit of Scripture  the letter, of course, because the letter would not be written if it was not needed, but the spirit of Scripture is greatly needed. And so the word in Matthew 28 is, Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. A very precious and comforting thing, that the Lord is with us! 

    This comes out in the passage I read from chapter 18, in view of conditions that would reduce the brethren. That is to say a brother trespassing against another must lead to something being done about it by him; and if he refuses to do what he is told by the assembly then something must be done to meet that; that may mean reduction, and it does mean reduction. And so the Lord says the man who is trespassed against is to take the matter up with him alone, and ask him to judge himself; if he refuses, the Lord says, Take with thee one or two besides. This divine principle is running down from the Old Testament, the book of Deuteronomy; two or three witnesses are needed to establish matters. When we come to dealing with moral things amongst the brethren we need two or three witnesses. It is a question of witnesses, witnesses as to facts. And so there is the thought of two or three witnesses. And the Lord says, But if he will not listen to them, tell it to the assembly; and if also he will not listen to the assembly, let him be to thee as one of the nations and a tax-gatherer. So that is what happens, that the man is ostracised; ostracised at any rate by the man against whom he has trespassed. But then if the brethren are walking in fellowship really, and there are two or three there, or more, however many more walking in fellowship, they must abide by the principles which the Lord has so plainly set down; and that is that a man must listen to the assembly or he must be ostracised. 

    It is a solemn matter, and it implies what I said, it implies some reduction; a very humbling reduction for him, for the man, but also for the brethren too, because we cannot afford to lose our brethren. If we love the brethren, we cannot afford to lose them, as reduced, as ostracised. We love our brethren, it is therefore a pain to us if we have to walk without them, but walk without them we must, unless they abide by the principles so plainly set down by the Lord. In the early days of the revival in which we have part, there was refusal to abide by these principles of two or three witnesses, and the fellowship; and hence a great many saints left us; they turned away, and, of course, there was a great reduction. God had His own meaning in that too. Out of that reduction came more light as to the assembly, and that is just what I mean, that in all that I have to say, the assembly must be in view. On the one hand, God must have rights. He must have liberty to do what He pleases, and on the other hand, He cannot be forced to walk with persons who will not abide by His principles, nor will the saints be forced to do so either. So that we are in that position, that the assembly is maintained, however few, and at the same time refined. The condition of the material out of which the assembly is formed is refined by the process. God has that way of doing things, and we can thank Him for it, because we are all profiting by it tonight, what God has done on this principle of reduction, even although it meant the loss of saints. But it has meant also the refinement of the material of the assembly, although the number has decreased. I mean to say the quality is increased, and the number has become decreased. So that we have to go on on those lines. 

    Matthew shows that the decrease arises out of a man trespassing, a trespasser who took no account of his trespassing; he had not submitted to the pleadings of his brother, and then secondly, to the pleadings of two or three of his brethren. On this account there is no other course, dear brethren, there must be reduction, because the persons involved are not fit for the fellowship. The reduction happens, but at the same time the refinement happens, and the assembly is formed more and more according to Gods mind; that is the great point. And so in Matthew, the Lord says, I am with you alway, and there are those that can go on, and they do go on. First, the Lord says after this occurrence, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven. Well, that is something. That is a great matter, dear brethren, that heaven is with us in what we are doing in the way of binding, but we must be sure that it is just done as it should be, according to the passage I read, according to the Lords own words. It must be done as it should be. And then the next is, Again I say unto you, the Lord says, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. It shall be done for them. Notice that. The persons who have been asking, who have agreed, who are of one mind; for God attaches great importance to unity. This comes out especially in the book of Philippians, which is so full of human feelings and sympathies. The apostle says that they were with him from the very outset. They ministered to him, and were with him, they had fellowship with him in the gospel up to the very moment in which he was writing, from the very beginning, and in that book we have it greatly stressed that we are to be of one mind. Not only that we are to be of one mind about things, certain things, but to think the same things, 

    as well as to say them And so the Lord says further, as I said before, Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 

    Well, you see what results we have, that we are never forced to be by ourselves, no one is ever forced to be alone. John indeed, John the evangelist, the prophet I should say, in the book of Revelation, was alone, but he was in prison, he was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. He would be with the brethren otherwise, he would be ministering among them. So that there is such a thing as being alone, but there is no need for any of us to be alone, except one who is imprisoned, or one who is unable to be with the brethren for other good causes. If one is not able to be with the brethren, then he can be alone of course, but he should be with them whenever he can be. The eyes of heaven are on the brethren, and, dear brethren, we cannot go alone without our brethren. And so Matthew goes on to say, Where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them. The same thing is there, the persons are in mind. They are in mind in what is being done for them. So that we need not be afraid of being alone, heaven taking notice of us, and here in this city now we have many; and it is a glorious thing to look on the faces that I am looking at now, and to speak to such persons. It is a glorious thing, and one values it. And so one is encouraged at the work of God, I might say, universally, as far as I am acquainted with it. It is taking on the character that is in evidence here tonight, although perhaps in a lesser degree of numbers. And then, as I said, Matthew establishes us as to this matter of reduction, in the fact that we can have either two or three, and when it comes to the two or three, they are gathered together. There is an assembly feature in the gathering together, and thus situated we may count on increase, and we always find it, and it is the increase of God, dear brethren. 

    Finally, in the passage in Revelation, I had the same thought in mind; that is to show how it works out in refinement, in quality, and on the other hand, it works out in the recognition of the assembly. The Lord says, thee and thou. The word is to the angel of the assembly, but the angel as a representative of the assembly, and the angel is recognised in the pronouns thee and thou, and such words as these; meaning that the Lord is taking account of us as the assembly. Wonderful word to be able to communicate, as I am communicating it now, and it is particularly so when He says, that they may know that I have loved thee. That is not an individual, that is the assembly. What He has in His mind is the assembly, and He is causing it to be known that it is the assembly, and that He loved it, according to Ephesians. He loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it. So you can see how these few passages work out what I have endeavoured to present to you; that is, the idea of refinement; on the one hand refinement in the work of God, affording liberty to God in the service in what He wants to do; and on the other hand affording refinement in the assembly itself, and the assembly itself being in evidence, both in Matthew, and in the book of Revelation. 

    That is all I had to say, and I commend it to the brethren in the name of the Lord. 
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    DIVINE TESTING (JT 69)

    Exodus 14:1-3; Exodus 14:9-14; Joshua 3: 1 - 4; Judges 7: 1 - 7

    The thought I have in mind relates to the circumstances ordered of God for our testing, especially as seen in these three scriptures. The circumstances are seen in connection with water: first a sea, then a river, and then a well. Water as a type has a very wide bearing in Scripture. Each mention has to be understood from the context, for we never really understand Scripture save as we look at it thus; particularly in any reference to water, because it may mean the opposite in one to what it means in another. For instance, the wicked are like the troubled sea, which cannot rest, and whose waters cast up mire and dirt, Isaiah 57: 20. A remarkable figure; the allusion would be to the incessant action of the masses of men, their unsteadiness and their liability to be affected by various influences. The world as a whole is constantly affected by one influence after another; terrible things are happening and newspapers are spreading it abroad, carrying defilement everywhere. 

    Then we have water as seen in the gospels, where it is perhaps more applicable to ourselves. For instance, in the passage which speaks of the Lord being in the boat and saying, Let us go over to the other side, Mark 4: 35. Such a movement always invites Satans attack, the other side meaning another position, which the testimony or the development of the truth requires. Christendom, with its cathedrals, which has been stationary for a thousand years, never goes to the other side. It has no idea of making a change to the other side, whereas you find that the Lord is constantly moving from this point to that, not in the sense of unrest and sightseeing, as the word, Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased, Daniel 12: 4. The Lords word is, Let us go over to the other side; and as the movement began the enemy attacked. It is not here a question of mire and dirt, but agitation, and this may mark the saints. We are capable of being thus affected under these circumstances. Here are the two elements, wind and water  it is the wind that causes waves. 

    We have to acknowledge that there is scarcely a christian, great as the name of christian is, who is not capable of being affected in this way. The sea became agitated in Matthew. Matthew gives one phraseology, Mark another, and Luke another. Luke says that they were filled with water, and were in danger; they were thus affected. If we apply this to ourselves, all agitation, useless talk, recrimination suggests that we are in danger. Sometimes a gust comes up and you scarcely know where it comes from; but it is Satan, who is said to be the prince of the power of the air, Ephesians 2: 2. The air moving as wind, agitates; disturbing things are spoken, at first it may not be known by whom, but they are spoken, they are passed on, and agitation ensues. Matthew says, the ship was covered by the waves; that was obscured in which Christ was. Mark says the ship was already filled, and Luke that they were filled with water and that they were in danger. There is preservation from all this in manhood according to God, in that maturity and stability that will refuse to be influenced by Satans ways. 

    In the book of Exodus water has a great place, and the Red Sea stands out in this respect. Although inland, the Sea of Galilee corresponds to it in the New Testament; properly it is a lake, but the Red Sea is a sea. I read the passage, not to develop a gospel address out of it, although it is full of gospel matter, but what I have in mind is to bring out this thought of testing. 

    God as Creator has put all these things here in view of His testimony, and the Red Sea was to be a test to His people. It is a type of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, there is nothing greater than that; 

    but before it became so in type, it was a test to the people of God. You will notice that it is stated that they were to encamp by the sea, and then we read that they did so. 

    This test brought out a great deal of complaining, and other things too, of course. There was complaint against Moses  Why did you bring us out of Egypt? They did not say a word about their bitter sufferings there, these are all ignored; it is the irritability of the flesh, and Moses must suffer. The irritability of the flesh without control, vents itself in attacking those who in serving God, serve His people. The christian is enjoined to be under self-control. Things happen over which I have no control, but I should have control over myself, and not cause others to suffer; otherwise Satan will ruffle me to attack those who serve God, and in this way I may sin against Him. That is what the children of Israel were doing here. 

    They had been wonderfully cared for, Jehovah Himself having come down to deliver them, and what evidence of His presence there was in the plagues, ten of them, one after another! There is no question that God is with them. And then comes the wonderful night of the passover! What a night they had, eating the passover inside, with the blood outside, and no destroyer coming in! We may picture in our minds the parents of a family; the elder boy there as an object of special affection. There he was, sitting at the table enjoying the passover, when elsewhere hundreds of poor Egyptian firstborns were lying dead under the judgment of God. It was known to be so, it was no imaginary thing. 

    What a sense they would have of divine care! And lest the thing should fail as to their understanding, Moses referred to the deliverance of our houses in telling them what Jehovah had said to him. He gives in substance what Jehovah told him about the passover; he does not recite everything, he tells some things and leaves out others, according to the principle of ministry; 

    but in the end he says that they were to tell their children that Jehovah delivered our houses; not the firstborn only, but the house; the household is stressed. In many other ways they were cared for most marvellously, and now God tests them. He told them to encamp by the sea, and Pharaoh will say ... They are entangled in the land, the wilderness has hemmed them in. By this means God would draw out the enemy as by an ambush. Jehovah is a Man of war, He caused Pharaoh to be exposed by placing the people there by the sea, but alas! as in that position, they complained against Moses; they failed in the test. We are enjoined to obey our leaders and to be in subjection; instead of this they complained. The passage reads, And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness, Exodus 14: 10 - 12. 

    It is against Moses that they are complaining; later, in Numbers 21, they spoke against God and against Moses, but here it is against Moses. Think of the man against whom they were speaking, what he had been to them! The people of Israel were agitated, the enemy was blowing upon them and the waves of complaint were rising. Moses answers in beautiful grace and is an example to all who are prominent amongst us. He does not call them rebels here; in verse 13 he says, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. What a beautiful reply! What a man! What a minister! He allayed their fear. What had they gained by all this agitation? Nothing. There was no cause for it; and what anguish they must have suffered, and that because of their want of formation, they were like children. We are to quit ourselves like men. In the presence of danger, let us face it as those who have grown in the knowledge of God, for He will be with us. If our position does not warrant the assumption that God is with us let us give it up, but if God is with us, there is nothing to fear. 

    So we read that the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them: and it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night, verses 19, 20. That is God dear brethren. Think of the angel going round from their front to a position behind them! That is divine love, He did not do that because of their murmurings. He did that because of Himself. That is Gods way, He loves us; our agitation, such as appears here, does not turn God away from us. See the way they spoke about Moses! There was no cause for it. They were tested, and by that test they were exposed. It is written for our learning, these things happened as examples, and are recorded for us that we may not fall into the sin of unreasonable complaint. The end in view in all ministry and in every experience is to develop manhood amongst us, that we should be men. 

    Now in Joshua we have another instance of water. It says in chapter 3, And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan. There is no complaining here at all; the people have learned. They are seen here, typically at least, as grown men, and they lodged; the word lodged is noticeable here. They arrived at Jordan after forty years in the wilderness; Moses is gone, and Joshua is the leader. It is wholly a spiritual matter now: they are about to enter Canaan. Wonderful thought! They are not now coming out of Egypt; they are leaving the wilderness and entering into Canaan, so they leave Shittim and move to Jordan. 

    I wonder if we all understand this great movement. They came to the Jordan; that is, water in the form of a river overflowing its banks, suggestive of the power of death. Some of us may have to face it in sickness at any time; God may bring us to it physically unless we arrive at it spiritually. It is a great thing to reach it spiritually. Mary and Martha did so in the death of their brother, and when any one near to us is taken it always peculiarly affects us. Martha said to the Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

    So they came to the Jordan, and lodged there for three days. What are we to learn in this test? They are not complaining, they are men, there is not a word against Joshua; even the forty thousand of the tribes of Reuben and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh were all subject to Joshua. We can have no assembly conditions without this; we are enjoined to be subject. All these chapters denote leadership according to God and the principle of subjection in each. Only persons under control themselves are able to give orders; joying and beholding your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ says Paul to the Colossians (Colossians 2: 5). Thus he can propound to them the great thoughts of God. 

    So here there are great things for us to learn. We are to be two thousand cubits behind the ark, and as soon as we see it move we must go after it; we are not to go after this story and that story, but after the ark. Listening to this and that is sure to cause agitation: there is nothing of the kind in this beautiful passage; the great power of God in the ark is to deal with Jordan, symbolising death, and the people are to follow in a respectful way. Two thousand cubits are equal to three thousand feet, and this is no little distance. As the ark was not large, it required good eyesight to see it clearly. So, typically, you get a view of Christ, as exercising the power of God when He entered into death and overthrew it  in Gethsemane, on the cross, and in resurrection  as recorded at the end of each gospel. But I am speaking for the moment of the faith order, and of the subjective spirit that is characteristic of believers seen here typically, and who understand that, through the death and resurrection of Christ, death is abolished. 

    So in the assembly we are brought into a deathless state of things; death does not belong to it, and this instruction is necessary if we are to understand it rightly. It is not here a question of the babe condition as set forth in Corinthians, but a state like that spoken of in the epistles to the Colossians and Ephesians; not persons carried about with every wind, but men who know how to discriminate. They were told to keep their eye on the ark and they did so, and the ark remained in the Jordan until they all passed over. Those passing over into Canaan are men: we are not to be in heaven as babes but as full-grown men, spoken of in Ephesians. 

    The passage in Judges brings us to a well, a small subdivision of water. There is a remarkable correspondence in the movements of the people here with those at Jordan. They rise early and pitch beside the well of Harod; their position is beside the well. They numbered thirty-two thousand, quite an army, and it may be that Gideon was pleased with the number. It would be gratifying to any leader to be able to call forth so many; but God says, They may suit you, but they do not suit Me  there are too many of them. Bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there. He does not tell Gideon how He will do it. 

    Sometimes we have special meetings, and maybe a week beforehand the brethren decide what they should consider. It is not always wise. God did not tell Gideon what He would do: generally we should leave it with Him. That is an important matter, even in regard to ministry and to subjects for consideration at readings; we should make room for God. The first test here is that those who are timid and afraid should be allowed to go home, and the number of twenty-two thousand cowardly souls took advantage of this: sorrowful indeed! They were not men, a spiritual man will not go back, he will not turn his back to the enemy; but these did so, they went home. It was God who tested them, and how distressing it would be to Gideon to see these men marching off! However, there were ten thousand who were not cowards, they were ready to go forth against the enemy. Are they going to fight with spiritual weapons? The point is  spirituality, that everything in assembly service must be spiritual if it is to please God. 

    Now Jehovah says, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: the final test is to be at the water. It is drinking water, not the sea nor the water of Jordan, it is a spring. In a spiritual meeting there may be ministry from the Lord which is refreshing, but how do I take it in? How do I appropriate it? Do I sit like a scholar listening to a lecture? If I do, I am ruled out. Here there were nine thousand seven hundred of them rejected, as unable to answer to the divine test. How distressing! They are, as I said, like persons who sit and listen as if they were in school, they do not appropriate spiritually what is presented. Jehovah says to Ezekiel thou art unto them as a lovely song, a pleasant voice, ... and they hear thy words, but they do them not, chapter 33: 32. So these nine thousand seven hundred men took the water just naturally, as ordinary men with natural thirst would do, for they bowed down on their knees to drink, but here the allusion to dogs is intended to convey what God looks for in His warriors. Elsewhere we are told to beware of dogs, here we have a trait that suggests spirituality and what is to be imitated. It would convey that I should not be in the things of God in any selfish way; I should be in Gods things spiritually and hence unselfishly. 

    Jehovah says to Gideon, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go, Thus the whole matter is to be settled at the water by Jehovah Himself. The test was there. In this striking incident God teaches us  for it is recorded for us  how carefully He watches over us as ostensibly in His service, so that the flesh in us should be disallowed and that it should be replaced by the Spirit and what the Spirit forms in us. There are nine thousand seven hundred men rejected. How humiliating! God has rejected them, as He rejected king Saul; He says, I have rejected him. Paul says, I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway, 1 Corinthians 9: 27. 

    God is looking for reality and spirituality in us; they go together. Possessing them I know how to appropriate, according to Him, the things He provides in mercy. What a great thing it is to be amongst Gideons three hundred! They stand out in a unique way. God is calling for such that they may have part in the spiritual army  and what glory awaits this army! The Midianitish hordes are routed by three hundred men! In an earlier battle there had been selected a thousand out of every tribe, but here there are only three hundred in all, to bring out the great thought of spiritual character, the thought of manhood not governed by natural feelings and selfish desires, but by thinking for God and for His interests, Arise, says the Lord, get thee down unto the host; for I have delivered it into thine hand. 
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    WATERS TASTED BY BELIEVERS (JT 84)

    Exodus 15: 22 - 25; Exodus 32: 20; Numbers 5:16-18; Numbers 5:24; Judges 7: 4 - 7

    JTThese four scriptures suggest waters that need to be tasted by us. The first alludes to judgment in a general way on account of sin; not any one persons sin, but sin generally. Then chapter 32 refers to our actual guilt, the actual guilt of the persons who are caused to drink, the consequences of the actual guilt, and what is applied; we are made to realise it. Then in Numbers it is what death is as before God. Death is the penalty of sin, not only death in a general way but as it is before God. Then finally we are tested as to the use of Gods creatures, whether we can partake of them, and at the same time go on with the conflict involved in the testimony, whether we can use the creatures of God without interfering with our part in the conflict. 

    The brethren will gladly join in; these points are very practical. The first alludes to judgment. We are made to realise experimentally Gods judgment of sin which Christ bore. We may taste it. He tasted death for every thing; we are to taste it too, not in any vicarious way, but from experimental knowledge, so that we might judge sin. It is not simply death, but death in the sense of Gods judgment on sin, in which we all have part: Death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 

    WWWhy is the drink question raised first in the wilderness? 

    JTI suppose the drink is a test in an acute sense. The Lord takes account of it. The test is a very acute one. Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. And they came to Marah, and could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore the name of it was called Marah. That is the point in it, the bitterness of death as the judgment of God. 

    JS-tThis is in the history of young believers here. New spiritual tastes have not been formed yet, and what used to be enjoyed in Egypt is given way to, but Marah arises and I make flesh suffer instead of gratifying it, and the appreciation of Gods judgment falling on Christ makes Marah sweet. 

    JTI think that is right. The three days in the wilderness brings the need up. It is acquired taste. We are to learn how to taste and value what is of God  Taste and see that Jehovah is good. 

    AELWould it correspond with Romans 7 at all? 

    JTI think it does; Romans 6, too. It begins with the question of baptism, that is, I think, what is in mind, to come into correspondence with Christs death. It was not an ordinary death, but death as a penalty for sin in its general character, in an extended way. Death has passed upon all men. 

    AELWho shall deliver me out of this body of death? is what I was thinking of. 

    JTWell, that is your own body, of course, what you are; but I think we have to begin with the idea of baptism. The Red Sea is baptism as a figure. Baptism is death in a sense, the Red Sea features it, but the question of our state is involved in taste. It is not simply sin working in us, but what the judgment is that God meted out to sin, in Christ, what that was, the kind of water that is involved, the judgment that the Red Sea typifies  water in a very extended way. 

    AELThis is the other side of the Red Sea, is it not? 

    JTThe point is that there was a wall either side. They must have to do with it now, and taste the thing. A believer comes into the good of the death of Christ by faith. Christ bore the penalty, but what kind of a penalty was it? He tasted death vicariously for everything, but God would have me taste that. 

    It is Gods judgment as regards sin; we are not speaking of all this objectively, He tasted it. 

    AEFThe Lord Himself tasted the bitterness of death  in John 19: 28. It says, Jesus ... that the scripture might be fulfilled, says, I thirst. 

    JTI do not know that that would be exactly the thought of Christ tasting death. He was tasting physical suffering. It was to bring out how real His humanity was. He went through it in a human way and felt everything that others could feel in that sense in the physical state of what He was enduring. Tasting death, I think, goes beyond that. He had to die. The point is to taste the waters of Marah; they are the same in principle as the waters of the Red Sea. What He underwent, we taste. We are brought into correspondence with Him, understanding experimentally what judgment of sin is, what a judgment is meted out in regard of it. 

    JS-tMoses brought Israel to this point; it is intended we should come to it and learn it. 

    JTYes, Moses is typically the Lord here. Now it is deliberate; it is under divine authority that we should go through. 

    WWDo faith and divine teaching go along together as we are brought through the wilderness? 

    JTFaith takes you into this position, but not to be in it merely in objective truth. You are not going out of the world as you were before, but you taste what the judgment really meant, what Christ underwent. So you begin to build up a constitution in that way. You know what He thinks of sin. 

    QuesDoes the opening verse of Romans 6 show the need of going out of the world? Then we have the question of baptism raised. 

    JTAs many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death. That is the point, it is unto His death. 

    WWYou made an allusion at the conference to the teaching of death. Is this the way we first begin to learn it? 

    JTWe see what it is. Death reigned from Adam to Moses. That is, from Adam to this time, the passage through the Red Sea. Christ has gone under it, tasted it as the judgment of God. We are to taste it after He has gone through it. 

    JS-tIs the thought that when the soul realises that the treatment of the flesh is painful, it suffers, for it wants these things, but as seeing what Christ suffered it becomes sweet? 

    JTChrist has been into it. Romans 6 is that we have been baptised unto his death. Baptised unto Christ, baptised to the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, then we are baptised unto Christs death. That is the point in Romans 6, that we taste the thing. We reckon ourselves dead to sin; our old man is crucified with Him. All that we are entered into that. It is not at all objective, the thing has to be tasted, what it really meant to Him that we might be brought into correspondence with Christ. Moses cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. This in a sense corresponds with the Red Sea. Jehovah showed Moses Christ. The wood was there but he had not seen that side of the matter before. Many do not see it; Romans 6 is to call attention to that side  Christ died. 

    HAFDoes the tasting of the water help us as to the naming of it? The name of it was called Marah. 

    JTThat is the idea. It is called Marah; I suppose they called it that because they tasted it. It is a point that is made, before we get all the history, Therefore the name of it was called Marah. 

    JT-yDo you think Naomi helps us, Call me not Naomi  call me Mara? She had learned lessons of death in regard of her husband and two sons; the grace of Boaz would be the sweetness to her after the bitterness of the discipline. 

    JTThat is good. Who of us has not had death rolled in as Naomi? She would have her name changed, but in accord with this passage. God shows us Christ in a new way  Jehovah showed him the wood. Some think it is the cross, but it is not the cross, it is Christ. He has been there. 

    JS-tIt would answer to, Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? (Romans 6: 3). We see the value of His blood, but may not have seen this. 

    JTGod showed them something more. In one instance after another we have Christ brought before us, phases of His death; we do not see it at the start. He cast the wood into the waters. It does not say Jehovah told him to do that; Moses acts intelligently. When Christ is shown in that way, he knows what to do. As soon as you get light you know what to do. God causes us to see a thing, we move accordingly. He cast it into the water, as if Moses understood that it happened to Christ. The waters became sweet. With us, in truth, it is that we are changed. The work of God operates in us according to what is presented to us. Naomi, as has been said, accepts that. She is to be called Mara, because she was experiencing the thing. 

    JT-yIs Romans 6 the bitter waters and Romans 8 the sweet? 

    JTWell, quite. What follows is, There he made for them a statute and an ordinance; and there he tested them. Young believers come into things as in Romans 3, Romans 4 and Romans 5, but now what have you come into, and how has it been effected? We learn something. 

    WWIs it so, that until we have tasted of it in this way we will not desire to be called Mara? 

    JTThe name would be out of place unless you have tasted the thing. Every christian is brought to it at some time. We may shrink from it and of course not drink it, and fail in the experience of apprehending Christ. But if this is accepted  and there is such a thing as fixed principles of God, of which this is one  what is bitter to you naturally takes on a different character altogether, and you gladly come into the idea of the boards of the tabernacle  fit for the fellowship. 

    PLThis is found, is it not, in He that has suffered in the flesh has done with sin? Peter confirms that side. Christ once suffered in flesh. 

    JTSo that we live no longer to it, but live the rest of our time to God. 

    The next point is that I have actually had to do with something in opposition to God. In chapter 32 there is a gross sin against God in the people. Now we are dealing with something that we are personally responsible for, and God would teach us the consequence of that. We are enjoined, as little children, to keep ourselves from idols, but if we allow God to be displaced in our hearts He causes us to realise the consequences of that. Moses came to the camp and he took the calf that they had made, and burned it with fire, and ground it to powder, and strewed it on the water (I suppose a brook ran there) and made the children of Israel drink it. What authority and power! 

    JS-tMore serious here, his anger burned. 

    JTVery serious! No one escapes this matter. 

    QuesWould it seem by that they had not the good of Marah? 

    JTThey had turned away from God. God in His mediator is displaced in their hearts, so they make a calf. Moses took the calf that they had made, and burned it with fire, and ground it to powder, and strewed it on the water. God sees to that. We come to it. If He is displaced in our hearts He will make us realise the consequence. 

    QuesWhat does the golden calf suggest? 

    JTIt is an idol. They made a calf in those days, Stephen says. These were days of apostasy in which we are now. The thing was in their hearts, you know. Moses had gone, they said they did not know where he was, but in truth they did not want to know. The Lords supper is to keep the Lord before us. This Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt,  we do not know what is become of him! Certain appearances are kept up both in Aaron and the people, but they did not know where Moses was. 

    QuesHas it a bearing upon current religion? 

    JTThey say to Aaron, Up, make us a god, (or gods. There is a plural thought showing it is completely in their minds. They want the full thing really  we go the whole road) who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt,  we do not know what is become of him! And Aaron said to them, Break off the golden rings that are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them to me. Then all the people broke off the golden rings that were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. And he took them out of their hand, and fashioned it with a chisel and made of it a molten calf: and they said, This is thy god, Israel, who has brought thee up out of the land of Egypt! Now look at that; they have already said Moses has done it. Now it is Christ; they are really displacing Christ entirely. 

    WWWould that be that we are using the truth for our own ornamentation? 

    JTThat is right. Carrying on idolatry. It says Aaron fashioned it. They did not ask him to do that. He fashioned it with a chisel. They said, 

    This is thy god, Israel, who has brought thee up out of the land of Egypt! That is a course of religious assumption. And Aaron saw it, and built an altar before it. He went the whole way. And Aaron made a proclamation, and said, To-morrow is a feast to Jehovah! We have got what we want, our own creed and the like. 

    BWBWe can understand Moses dealing with the calf, but why does he shatter the tables? 

    JTThat is another thought, a question now of how Moses regarded the law. Why did he do it? We cannot blame him and yet we cannot justify him. Christ did not shatter the tables, He underwent the claims Himself; Moses could not do that. Why did he shatter them, could nothing else be done? We have just got to leave that. It is not a time to blame Moses, but a question of the state of the people. You put Christ where Moses was; the matter is settled because He was made a curse for us. Moses was ready to be blotted out; he interceded for them. What he did was to make them realise what they did. If He is to save us at all we must realise what the thing is. They are ready to give up what they should have kept for the tabernacle. 

    QuesWhat is your thought about it being a calf? 

    JTBoth here and in Jeroboams case it was a calf, of special use in idolatry. Stephen says, They made a calf in those days, so that from his point of view and the prophets, from Amos 5: 25, it would seem that God did not give them credit for anything. 

    RemIt is a challenge to our hearts as to how we continue; they had had the covenant in chapter 19, I have borne you on eagles wings and brought you to myself. 

    JTHe makes them to drink. He burned it with fire  that would reduce it; then ground it to powder  made it more soluble still, so that it could be drunk. 

    It must enter into our inwards, and we realise there what we have done. 

    HVSIs the apostle at Corinth grinding this powder? 

    JTWell, yes. We have to taste things. Whatever one is really personally responsible for, it is the question of having to taste what the consequence is as before God. They are made to do it authoritatively. 

    QuesWould Deuteronomy 9 give you the peculiar suffering, the suffering of his spirit? 

    JTHe speaks earlier of God being angry with him on their account, but here he is going through the thing; he is acting for God. There does not seem a voice lifted up against him. What power a man has when he stands up with God against evil, going the full length of the mind of God as to evil! You taste the thing and then deal with it. 

    ECFTasting the thing is the only way to recovery. 

    JTThat is what comes out. God would have you to realise what you are guilty of. It is not simply a superficial confession. 

    In Numbers 5 we have the trial of jealousy. Here the water is called holy. Not waters of the Red Sea, not the waters mixed with ashes of the calf, but holy water, water actually called holy. This is the only place, I think, where you get the expression in Scripture. Rome has it, but it is only used here in Scripture; the water is mixed with the dust of the floor of the tabernacle  what is before God. There was no actual floor in the tabernacle; so that it was the dust of death. It is death in that peculiar position. Wherever the tabernacle was set up God was there. As entering into us it will either produce a curse or exonerate us to bear fruit for God. There is no escape in this at all. The sin is supposed to have been done secretly, but there is no escape. God is reminding us that our sin will find us out. 

    PLDoes the Nazarite govern this chapter? 

    JTThat is the idea. The holy water is intended to cleanse us for service. Added to that is the dust of the tabernacle  what death is before God. 

    RemThat makes it bitter. 

    JTWell, that is the thought. If she is innocent, there will be fruit for God, but the history of the assembly shows that she is not innocent  the whole body, generally speaking, is unfaithful. 

    WWWhere does this operate now? 

    JTI think where God is operating, the priest is active. If anyone is clear there is something for God, If the woman have not been defiled, and be clean, then she shall be clear, and shall conceive seed. 

    QuesIs it progressive? Does it involve the development of divine sensibilities? 

    JTI think so. The assembly is in mind, set up here as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

    JT-yDo you think the end of John has any bearing, where the Lord tests Peter as to his affection, Lovest thou me? Peter says, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He comes through the test and then gets his commission. 

    JTHe appeals to the Lord twice: Thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. There are two words for know, and the last time it is objective, that is, Thou hast a testimony: Thou hast seen that I love Thee. Peter is calling the Lords attention to something in him that showed that he loved Him. If a brother is under discipline, he may say, The Lord knows my heart; others do not, but the Lord does. And if there is testimony he can appeal to that. Let there be some evidence that you love the Lord. 

    HVSThe woman is not afraid of the water. 

    JTIt is not optional; she is brought before the priest. We are set up again to bear fruit for God. 

    RemAlthough christendom at large is disloyal, there is that which is loyal. 

    JTHow solemn it is for the whole body  I will kill her children with death, she will not repent. 

    WWDo we have to taste amongst us the working of these things, in relation to what is local, where we live? 

    JTGoing through the thing in the sense of travail. Someone says, This is a sorrowful thing that has happened, God will bring something out of it; but in truth it is better to say, I am going to bring something out of it. The travail means what I bring out of it, what the brethren bring out; whether there is a result. God brings it in as we feel things. 

    RemWe can only do that as we go through. 

    JTIn 1 Samuel 4: 22 Phinehas wife died, but she said, The glory is departed from Israel, for the ark of God is taken. 

    PLIs the issue in Numbers 6 the Nazarite? You have the brightest and best beyond all that God commanded. One would speak pre-eminently of Christ. 

    JTAnd the blessing is secured at the end. 

    RemSo you could only reach chapter 6 by facing the exercises of chapter 5. The priest sets the woman before Jehovah. 

    JTIt is a question of what happened in the camp really. The chapter begins with that, Command the children of Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, and whosoever is defiled by a dead person: both male and female shall ye put out; outside the camp shall ye put them, that they defile not their camps, in the midst whereof I dwell. That is what is in mind all through, things are to be kept right. We have the dust of the floor of the tabernacle, and in Numbers 6: 23 - 27 Jehovah says to Moses, Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel: saying unto them, Jehovah bless thee, and keep thee; Jehovah make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; Jehovah lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them. 

    The passage in Judges 7 is to call attention to the use of the creatures of God  how we use them, whether we use them for personal satisfaction and gratification, as an object, or just as a divine provision for us. Well, let us go on in the conflict. That is, we deny nature, mere natural gratification in the use of the creatures of God, and go on in the conflict. 

    RemGideon was in the good of this, Look on me, and do likewise. 

    JTThere is no evidence that Gideon had any regrets that the number was reduced. He was in keeping with the test  he would say, I know my men can be trusted, they will not turn aside, they will keep on in the testimony; so that they went on their own. 

    PLThe acid test as to the conflict will come to light in a very simple test. 

    JTYes, in so many ways. Getting married, going into business, buying a business  in so many ways we show where we are. Is it just an object to many? 

    JS-tIt has been said, If you lap like a dog your eyes are never off the conflict. 

    JTThe refreshment is there, you give thanks for it, but your god is not your belly, you are thinking of the testimony of God, you go on with it. Conflict requires spirituality. 

    PLWould it be like the difference between Timothy and Mark? To Timothy Paul says, Drink no longer only water, but use a little wine on account of thy stomach and thy frequent illnesses. But youthful lusts flee. 

    JT-yIs it in your mind, Mr. L., that No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier? 

    P.L. Quite so! 

    QuesIs that why they are called men? They are previously spoken of as the people, but the three hundred are spoken of as men. 

    JTBy the three hundred men that lapped will I save you. 

    PLDo you think there is something of force in the word three? It is like the idea of death and resurrection entering into the warp and woof of our spiritual being. 

    JTHow prevalent the idea of three is in Scripture! I believe it runs in every book. 
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    READING 2 (WJH 8)

    Judges 7:1-22; Judges 8:22-27

    WJHWhat was before us previously was the character of the man the Lord selects in a day of persecution and distress to help His people. Firstly, one working in secret, hiding what he was doing. Secondly, one with the people of God before him rather than himself as a centre, and thus conscious of divine recognition; the Lord looking on him. Then he had a kid of the goats, and unleavened cakes, placing these in vessels  meaning, I believe, that he had what these things represent in himself, not simply abstractly as doctrine, but livingly in himself as a vessel. And, finally, however feeble he was, prepared to judge idolatry. The sixth chapter develops these great features of the man the Lord selects. Let this be a voice to us all, especially to the young men, for if the Lord tarry they are to be used in His service. The Lord is looking for suitable vessels to use, like the angel sitting under the oak, watching. 

    This afternoon we might take up some of the lessons Gideon is taught, so that he is able to go on with the work of God and help the people. 

    FCWhen you say the lessons, what have you in mind? 

    WJHOne we did not read, but is well known to the brethren; the question of the dew. It was a great matter with Gideon that he should be assured that God was with him by the presence of the dew. 

    AHWhat does that mean for us today? 

    WJHIt suggests impressions received by the Spirit; coming in a silent, gracious, gentle way, but wonderfully refreshing. The thing that counts is, Where is the Spirit of God? And Gideon is concerned to be sure that he had God with him by that sign. 

    AHReally, nothing can be done apart from the Spirit of God; nothing vital can be done in the hearts of His people apart from the Spirit. 

    WJHPeople may question all kinds of things and challenge teaching, but if the Spirit of God is with His people that settles everything. Gideon can go on as long as he is assured that God is with him by the Spirit. 

    FCWould you apply what is involved in the fleece? There are two signs in relation to the fleece. 

    WJHI have no doubt there is much teaching in that, but the point seems to be that he wants to be assured. 

    WKIs giving place to the Spirit and the recognition of the Spirit in view of the carrying on of the work of God? 

    WJHI think so. He attaches great importance to this unseen heavenly power, and if we are to serve God we must learn that power lies there. 

    FWIs this evidence for the support of the servant rather than the support of the army? 

    WJHIt is for the confirmation of Gideon. If he can be assured that heaven is supporting him, that the influence of heaven is with him, he can move on in confidence. 

    FWSo that the servant is quite right in looking to the Lord for definite evidence, a secret matter between his own soul and his Master, that he is moving on right lines. 

    WJHAnd nothing affords that more than the gracious reviving influence of the Spirit of God over the heart, when facing a test. 

    RemIn Deuteronomy Moses says, my speech shall distil as the dew, and finishes by ascribing greatness to our God. That would confirm what you are saying as to giving confidence to the servant. 

    WJHQuite so. The mind of God comes that way, like the dew. My speech shall distil as the dew  that is how God teaches His people, by the Spirit in the gentle influence of heaven; and when the servant is conscious that the dew is in his favour he is now ready to go on. 

    FCDoes this chapter give us Gideons movements as definitely encouraged and taught in relation to what came to him in the dew on the fleece? We see the men mustered here. 

    WJHYes, he is ready to proceed, to take up the conflict on behalf of Gods people. 

    JThAnd is he to find vessels suitable in that way? 

    WJHQuite so. Whom can he influence? So the first thing is to pitch his position by a spring. It is named, but the point is it is a spring or a well. That is where he camps with his army. 

    FCIs that the Spirit in a personal way? You referred to the gentle influence of the dew. Does the spring speak of energy? 

    WJHThe spring speaks of power  unlimited power; not in strong statements and arguments and strife, but there is power in the Spirit to carry on the conflict. 

    CMcAPauls word to the Corinthians was, my speech... was not with enticing words of mans wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. 

    WJHQuite so, words which the Holy Spirit teaches. It has been pointed out in regard to Moses, that the energy he had acquired in Egypt, leading to slaying the Egyptian had to be judged. Later he sits by the well, to learn that in the well there is the power of God for him, and that is a great matter. If we are to serve God, our energy for the conflict and for the service is in this spring. We are very slow to come to this, and hence often use carnal weapons. 

    RemThis mighty living energy of the Spirit is to be the power that is used in this service. 

    WJHThe idea of a spring is different from that of a well in this country, which is often just soakage from the, hills; but the spring is really unlimited resource, and is a wonderful figure of the Spirit of God here. 

    WKDoes that correspond with what we get in Spring up, O well?  It is a springing well. 

    WJHThat is the idea. Then the next great lesson which Gideon has to learn is that his resources are not in numbers. He learns to value the dew for his own confirmation, and he evidently appreciates the thought of a spring, but God sees that it is necessary for him to learn not to put his confidence in numbers. 

    FCWhat does that convey to us? 

    WJHWhen it comes to conflict between what is of God and the powers of evil we have to learn that our strength is not in numbers. Those whom the Lord would use He would so equip that, if necessary, they would be prepared to stand alone. That is, their power is not in numbers. While thankful, of course, for every brother and sister available, and we would not lose one if we could save them, yet the ability to serve God does not lie in the strength of numbers. 

    RemI was thinking of the dew on the fleece  in intercourse God proved him and made Himself known to him. Now he had to learn that God would be his only support. 

    WJHSo that, as having God before us, we are delivered from our fears. The lesson is that those who are afraid are disqualified. 

    FWIs that why the test in connection with the dew comes first in relation to the fleece, and afterwards in relation to all the ground? It is as if he would discover that the Lord was supporting him by the Spirit, and that God was with him, and what he found was that the power of God with him would thus spread in blessing to the people. 

    WJHThat is very good. So that, as helped with the conscious influence of heaven over your own soul, it becomes the means of helping others, and delivering them from their fears. The more we know God, the more are we delivered from the timidity and fear that is natural to us. 

    WKIs the snare in numbers that they take credit to themselves in the conflict? God says, He will not give His glory to another. 

    WJHEvidently Gideon is not overwhelmed by the loss of so many. He does not appear to be distressed because so many go back, for he has learned through the dew and the spring; and his confidence is in God. 

    FCI suppose his position indicated that he placed them in relation to this spring, he would have been quite prepared if even a greater number had gone. Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

    WJHSo he is not overwhelmed, because the spring is still there. That is a great lesson for young men to learn, that God has placed His Spirit as available to His servants and His people to support us. 

    FWDo you suggest that would have a practical bearing for us at the present time, as finding that whatever the host of the enemy, we have to learn individually that God will be with us if we are with Him, quite irrespective of what others may do. I must learn what it is to count upon God for myself. 

    WJHYes; and the recognition that this living spring is here will keep your heart quiet and restful instead of being amongst those who are afraid. As God said, The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you, Haggai 2: 5. Those available may be few, and the Lord may see fit in His wisdom to call away some who have helped us, but this spring is here, and that would save us from being overwhelmed with fear that the enemy will prevail. 

    FWIt should be a matter of exercise for us that there was this army of thirty-two thousand with Gideon, willing soldiers, nevertheless so many of them went away. We might be in the company of the people of God, but we have to know God for ourselves though we are in that company. 

    WJHThat is what one had in mind. The Lord would encourage all to face this question of fear by calling attention to the Spirit. 

    FWAs you say, that will never fail. 

    WJHNo one has ever bottomed the depths of the spring. Distrust of ourselves is right. Working out your own salvation in fear and trembling is right, but fear that arises from an exaggerated sense of the power of the enemy, and not having a proper sense of the greatness of the Spirit of God, disqualifies us for conflict. So the Lord would help us to have a right sense of the greatness of the Spirit of God. 

    JMGod can confine His operations to a small sphere, as in the fleece, but there are unlimited resources as in the spring. 

    WJHHe can cause the blessed influence of heaven to come into your heart. He can make the very influence of heaven, with all its blessed refreshment, fill your heart; and He can give you a sense of the resources available by the presence of the Spirit of God here; so that both sides would keep you free from fear. 

    JCIf God be for us, who can be against us? Do you think Gideon had the sense of that in his soul? 

    WJHYes, I am sure he had. 

    WKGod hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

    WJHThat is a very good passage of Scripture as to our subject. The more we realise the power of the Spirit here, the more we are delivered from the natural cowardice of our hearts. With many of us, the Holy Spirits presence is largely theoretic, hence our fears and timidity; whereas the Lord would have us to see that the Spirit of God is here, and available, so that we may move on in confidence. 

    QuesDoes that mean that the presence of the Spirit becomes a test to us when facing any position? Being brought to the water also becomes a test. 

    WJHQuite so. There are these myriads like grasshoppers in multitude  where am I to get my power? I think that is what it means. I am to draw from the Spirit of God as power to face this matter. 

    PHWhat is the matter to be faced particularly in regard to the Midianite? 

    WJHThe Midianite is the enemys attack by trading with the things of Christianity, one of the greatest powers Satan uses against the truth. 

    QuesIs it supposing gain is godliness? 

    WJHThat is the New Testament language as to this enemy. 

    QuesWould you say that element may be in our hearts, and we must face it? 

    WJHOur ability to face it in others will be as having faced it in ourselves. Gideon certainly faced it in himself. 

    RemThe Midianite principle being operative would deprive the people of God of food. 

    WJHIf we are handling divine things for our own gain the saints are being robbed of what they should have as food. Then the next great lesson follows, for God says to him, bring those who are left down to the water, and I will test them. I believe that is something the Lord is calling us to face at the moment. He will line us up at the water and test us for the service of God. 

    FVIt is rather striking that God says, I will try them for thee. 

    WJHIt is a very solemn thing. God is handling each one of us to see whether we are serviceable, and He is using the water as the means of testing. 

    JMDoes the water suggest that we are tested as to things that are right and needful, but we might indulge too much in them? 

    WJHI think that is the bearing of it. The water here does not refer to the Spirit of God as the spring; it refers to what is necessary here; the mercies of this life, as necessary to all; but God tests us whether we allow them to dominate us or whether we control them and use them and pass on. 

    AHWhat is first in our mind  is that the idea? The kings business requires haste. 

    WJHQuite so. Those who lap as a dog laps take just what they require, and no doubt thank God and proceed with their true business; but those who get down on their knees come under the power of the water and are sent home. The Lord is testing every brother and sister in this room with regard to our bodies, our homes, our occupations; we are all lined up, and the question is, Are we under the power of these things so that they control us, or are we using them simply as necessary things, our real object being the Lords interests? 

    JCWould that scripture apply, whether we live... or die, we are the Lords? 

    WJHThat would be true to such as lap the water. 

    CMcAIs bowing down the attitude of worship  worshipping the creature more than the Creator? 

    WJHThat is instructive. Bowing down is that the water has control over you. 

    WKWould you say that the things that are given to us in the way of mercies from God are to be held as subservient? 

    WJHWe suffer great loss through many a brother or sister going back; disqualified by giving their lives to their business or their homes or their health; giving over their being to these things instead of using them thankfully, as contributing to what is necessary to this life, and passing on. 

    RemSo the thought is that we should hold ourselves for the Lords interests. 

    WJHWell, we are all tested. God is testing us as to whether we are bowing down to the water or are lapping it. 

    EAMDo we get the same thought in, No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life? 

    WJHYes; that is very similar. Soldiers must eat, must drink, must care for the body, to some extent, but that is not what they are living for. 

    FWJohn says we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. I was wondering whether it would be right to think of the water as what we have on the line of mercy and privilege. If we take up Christianity only on the line of the blessing that it brings to ourselves, we shall hardly be available for service. There was nothing wrong with the water, but it was the resting in the supply, making that the objective, that disqualified. 

    WJHQuite so. It could be applied to spiritual things becoming our objective rather than the Lord and His people; but I am sure it is a very real test on the earthly side, and especially to the young. Perhaps as we grow older the power of these things may not be so great with us, but as young men and women much time is lost by bowing down to them, letting these things get control of us. 

    FWIt is very serious that nearly ten thousand had to go back from this test. 

    WJHThat shows how great a matter it is for us to face. None of us want to be disqualified from being in the conflict in the Lords interests. 

    QuesWould you say those who lapped were ready to move on in the conflict, but those who bowed down were detained? 

    WJHSpeaking typically, such as lapped would undoubtedly give God thanks, they would not be unmindful of His mercies, but they were not detained by them. 

    JThThey that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not. 

    WJHThat is very good. It goes even to the question of marriage, which seems an important matter; but when the Lords interests come before us it says, they that have wives be as though they had none. 

    AMcCWould the scripture in the Corinthian epistle apply, All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient? (1 Corinthians 10: 23) 

    WJHVery good. It is the being brought under their power that damages the soul. 

    JMIs this akin to the parable in which the Lord spoke of those who bought a piece of land, etc.  they were not wrong things, but they were held by them. 

    WJHExactly. So let us keep this in our minds, 

    especially the young men whom God is testing in view of helping His people in this city and elsewhere. 

    RemIn this lesson, Gideon is really going from strength to strength. 

    WJHYes; indeed there is no evidence that he is even grieved at the loss of these people. On his side confidence in God is continued. 

    RemI was wondering whether that would encourage our young people, as taking the view that Gideon took; that the approved might be made manifest. 

    WJHQuite so. We want to be in that three hundred; we do not want to be with those whom God says have to go back, as not available. The brethren in this city know those who are available, those who put the Lords interests first. We all want to be amongst them. 

    RemThat is, they are qualified in that way to form part of the three hundred. 

    WJHQuite so. The beloved brother whom the Lord has recently taken home stood out in this city as one who put the Lords interests first in his life, and that is why he had such a place in the affections of the brethren. Now, let us all go in for that. Why not? It is a very real test, and we must begin as young men, not wait until we are old, it is often too late then. 

    QuesIs that a lesson to be learned from Jacobs history? He spent too much of his time acquiring his flocks, etc. 

    WJHMuch time was lost in Labans house, and a great deal of what he gathered up did not help him. If the young men would keep this in mind, that God is testing them  God may be allowing them to prosper, perhaps, in their occupation or in their profession, or in their homes  He is watching, and testing them to see whether they are going to lie down to this water or just lap it and use it thankfully and proceed with His interests. 

    AHWould that result in being serviceable to the Master as Paul says in 2 Timothy? With trumpets and pitchers they were now equipped as serviceable to the Lord. 

    WJHThat is the next great position seen with these men, each one of them now has a trumpet, a torch and a pitcher. 

    FWAnd in that position the whole host of Midian was beneath them, as it says in the end of verse 8. The camp of Midian was beneath them in the valley. They were superior to the Midianite. 

    WJHThat is interesting. They were morally above them. These three hundred men would seem very paltry as compared with the enemy, who were like grasshoppers for multitude. Their weapons were trumpets, torches, and pitchers. 

    FCIt says they took victuals in their hand and their trumpets. Does that suggest that, as having lapped and moved on, they are found with victuals and with trumpets ready to sound at any given moment? 

    WJHYes, the two go together. The victuals are food  we must have food. The Midianites sought to take the food away, but these three hundred men had food and they valued it  they took victuals. 

    WKDo we get the same thought at the Jordan in connection with preparing victuals  there must be the spiritual capacity to face this exercise and to take up this conflict. 

    WJHIf we are to be amongst the three hundred we must have food. Food is available and we must take it. 

    EAMWere these men marked by having spiritual constitutions? 

    WJHThat is what food would develop. It is a great matter as preparing for our part in the testimony, the having of food. Communion with the Lord, and the reading of the Scriptures, and the attendance to the ministry, are of paramount importance if we are to be in the three hundred. 

    JThHebrews says, consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. We need to consider the Lord in that way. 

    WJHYes, all concentrates in Him. 

    FWIt is very interesting with reference to ministry, they took the victuals of the people. There was a ministry provided by God, it was available for all those who believed. They took the victuals of the people and they went with the trumpets. 

    WJHNo brother is helpful to the saints anywhere who does not value the ministry the Lord gives. These men took victuals, the victuals were available for the people. 

    AHThe ministry is for all. These three hundred took it, they valued it. Are we valuing it? 

    WJHThey valued it, they realised they could not go on without it. I sometimes wonder whether some of us really believe that the Spirit of God is speaking. It is not simply a question of what this brother or that brother says. The Spirit of God has a voice in our day as in every day, and are we listening to it as if God were speaking? God is speaking by His Spirit through His servants. 

    FWIt is not merely an opening up of Scripture or an explanation of certain truths, but it is heavens supply for the need of Gods people at the present moment. 

    WJHExactly. It says, by a prophet the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved, Hosea 12: 13. God preserves His people by prophetic ministry. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. It is as real today as it was at Pentecost. Surely none would allow the thought that a divine Person is on the earth and He is not speaking! Some admit that He spoke a hundred years ago but that He has not spoken since. The Scripture says, the Spirit speaketh expressly, 1 Timothy 4: 1. 

    RemIn Hebrews we learn there is divine speaking today, chapter 3. There is the present living voice of the Spirit. 

    WJHQuite so. It is an insult to the Spirit of God to assume that there is not the present voice of the Spirit in the assembly. The Spirits present voice provides food for the moment. This does not discredit the Scriptures, but the Spirit brings expressly what is wanted for the moment. 

    EdMThere is nothing mystical about it. It is all marked by divine simplicity. 

    WJHWhat is spiritual is never mystical. It deals with great mysteries, but is not mystical. 

    The last matter one had in mind is the effect in these three hundred whom Gideon leads, for he is a model to them, and that is a great matter, if we are to help the brethren. There is nothing more effective than a model. Gideon says, As I do, so shall ye do. That is the way to help a brother. Mere speaking is not as effective as that kind of teaching. Then there is the great result reached by the breaking of the earthen pitcher, displaying the light, and its effect on the enemy. 

    QuesWhat is the meaning of that? 

    WJHWhat God has given you for the brethren here will be effective as you are prepared to die as to your body instead of regarding the protecting of your life as the main objective. It is as the pitcher is broken that the light is operative. 

    AHIs that beautifully exemplified in the apostle Paul? 

    WJHDeath works in us and life in you. We are going to help each other if we are prepared to sacrifice ourselves. 

    RemSo that it says, Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, ...that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 

    WJHIt is a great test, because of what we are naturally, but God will help us and use us if we are prepared to sacrifice ourselves. I believe that is what the breaking of the pitcher means. 

    FCThat is the end of every feature of the Midianite. There is no bargaining with one who is prepared to be broken like that. 

    WJHVery good. It shows how, up to this point, Gideon had judged the Midianitish principle. 

    QuesDo the trumpets suggest testimony going out in power? 

    WJHI think so. These trumpets and these lights are what terrify the enemy, but the light does its work as the earthen vessel is broken. 

    WKIs the force of the word in 2 Corinthians 4, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show the character of the vessels? 

    WJHQuite. The treasure is the light. God, who commanded the light to shine... hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. We have this treasure in an earthen vessel, and the apostle was prepared for the vessel to be broken. It will help the saints if brothers and sisters contribute their part  sacrifice their bodies, their strength, their time. 

    JCDoes the breaking of the pitcher suggest that they are looking for that which is eternal? 

    WJHThat is the secret of Pauls life. While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. Supposing that by a little more devotedness we live a year less, or even five years less, but serve the Lord more, what does it matter? We ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

    QuesWas not Epaphroditus a great example of what you are speaking of? 

    WJHHe was nigh unto death in his service to fill up what was needed. The Lord will help any who are prepared to follow this example. 

    FCThe Lord Jesus pursued it Himself. He... being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well. Yet He continued His service in that condition. 

    WJHQuite so. The last section read is a word of warning, for after this period of devotedness on the part of Gideon we find that he desires some reward for himself. They come to him saying, Be our king; you have saved us; rule over us, thou and thy sons. What an appeal to the human heart! Gideon says, I will not rule over you, my sons will not rule over you: God will rule over you. But then he says, I will take some ear-rings; and it became a snare to him. After all, naturally we would like a little recognition from the brethren. In the main, maybe, we have been devoted, we have served and sacrificed, but towards the end of our days we desire to be recognised, and this is a snare. 

    FWStand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth... and having done all, to stand. 

    WJHThat is the idea; you are never ungirded. 

    CFI was wondering whether the thought of what is involved in the judgment seat of Christ would help us. You were speaking of acceptability; if we accepted in our minds the present application of the judgment seat of Christ, and judged every motive and every thought in the light of that, we would be saved from such a snare. 

    WJHYes, the apostle said he laboured, whether present or absent, to be acceptable to Him. Christ was his object, whether present or absent. 

    JThHe would spend and be utterly spent. 

    WJHYes. Some of us are ready to spend a little, but not to be spent. To be spent is that your person, your being is spent, not simply your time or your money, but yourself. That costs more than anything else. Think of what is here potentially in this room, if every brother or sister began to spend themselves for the Lord Jesus. 

    RemWe read of the Lord speaking to Peter, signifying by what death he should glorify God. That is the opposite to seeking any glory for ourselves. 

    WJHQuite so. Peter was maintained in that. He said, I must shortly put off my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me. Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able to have these things in remembrance  showing what his exercise was as to the welfare of the brethren after he had died. 

    AHI suppose the Spirit of God would help us to maintain this right on, not looking for any recognition at all. 

    WJHTime would fail to tell of Gideon. He is a man of valour  one did not read this part to discredit Gideon, but as a warning to show what our hearts are capable of, that we might be watchful at the end of our days, when the service is nearly over, when the victory is won; we still have to be watchful against this great Midianitish principle. 
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    JUDGES 8 (CAC 6)

    Judges 8

    It is not always enough to get a signal victory over the enemies, for other testings come along. If we have found the secret of victory we are tested whether we are ourselves in the good of it. We find here that the men of Ephraim were not happy about the way things had been done. These brethren did not recognise the great principle which had so much to do with the victory  the principle of sovereignty. They felt they had been overlooked or passed by. We have to be prepared for that. The Lord works by whomsoever He will, and we have all to be prepared to be overlooked; it is a real test. 

    Gideon took a lowly place in meeting what was really self-importance. The way to meet self-importance is to exhibit the opposite spirit. Gideon meets it by making much of what they had done, and little of what he had done. The spirit he showed was the divine corrective of the spirit that marked the men of Ephraim. They had taken two princes, and Gideon makes the most of what they had done. We should always go on that line; not to minimise, but to make the most of what the brethren do. Paul says to the Philippians: regarding not each his own qualities, but each those of others also. Philippians 2:4. We take account of all that is good in the brethren. If we all moved on this line, the self-importance would die a natural death. J.N.D. was a wonderful example of this; he always spoke as if he admired and envied the gift of an evangelist; and in describing his own labours he felt he was only a hewer of wood and a drawer of water. That is the right spirit. If you can only serve, you do not want any importance. Gideon says, I have done nothing; your gleanings are better than my vintage. So he won the brethren. It is just as important to win the brethren as to defeat the enemy. A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city; if you can win an offended brother, you have done more than great military exploits. 

    Gideon still goes on with his three hundred men, though they were faint. Then he gets another test by brethren of even a worse character than the men of Ephraim, that is, the men of Succoth; and at Penuel he finds Israelites with no interest in what is going on. They were quite neutral; they were totally unsympathetic with those fighting the Lords battles. That is another test. Are we prepared to go on in spite of that? 

    Gideon had a right to count on sympathy and support, they were Israelites, and his men were faint and weary; but he finds a total lack of sympathy. Nothing is more trying to the spirit than to be engaged in the Lords battles and to find no support from those who profess to be His people. Such represent people who look at what is going on in connection with the Lords interests in a natural way, and, one might say, prudentially  thinking that there was little chance that 300 men, faint and weary against 15,000, would come back victorious. If we look at divine things in that way we shall be entirely unsympathetic with everything God is doing. The question was not whether they were faint and weary, or whether there were 300 against 15,000, but the only question was, Is Jehovah with those three hundred men? They did not take any account of where the Lord was. In times of conflict there are a great many who look at things from just a prudential point of view; they do not consider where the Lord is, so they miss their opportunity, and they come under the Lords retributive ways. A solemn retribution comes on these people. The Lord never gives up His retributive rights. The Lord has a right to serve out to people what they deserve, and He retains that right. The New Testament is full of it. Paul says, I have declared ... that if I come again I will not spare, 2 Corinthians 13:2 That is the principle of retribution. If people fail the Lord in a crisis, they suffer for it. John says, in speaking of Diotrephes, if I come I will bring to remembrance his works, 3 John 10. He holds the rod over Diotrephes; he does not say what he will do. I have no doubt that the coming of Paul to the Corinthians, and the coming of John to Diotrephes, were a kind of anticipation of the Lords coming. The Lord would come representatively, and when the Lord comes He will give to everybody what they deserve; there is no mistake. 

    There is a great principle brought out in connection with all these things. The men of Succoth are not quite in the place of Zebah and Zalmunna, who represent antichristian opposition, and the power of antichrist. There is a power that would destroy the features of Christ, and these two kings of Midian represent that. They had killed all Gideons brethren. That is positively antichristian. In Zebah and Zalmunna we see a deadly, murderous hatred of what is of Christ, and that is antichrist. There is a power that is against everything that is like Christ. They represent such influences as the religious world is full of today. John could say, even now there have come many antichrists, 1 John 2:18. He said it at that time, when Christianity was not more than sixty or seventy years old. There is that working that is in deadly opposition to Christ, and all the features of Christ. We ought to be concerned lest we exhibit these features. 

    Succoth and Penuel were not sympathetic with the testimony of the Lord. Gideon and his men represent those who are maintaining the testimony of the Lord in the face of tremendous odds. It is a great thing to be sympathetic; if we cannot do much fighting we can be sympathetic. These things show the kind of testing and conditions that we shall sooner or later come up against, and if we can move through these things with God it will be very good for us. It is those who are seeking to maintain for God who come up against these things. 

    We must not let a one-sided notion of grace predominate over everything else. We must hold the balance between divine grace and divine government. We are tested, not only by what we do, but by what we do not do. These people did not do anything actually against Gideon, but they became guilty on account of what they did not do. They did not give their support to what was of God at the moment. There are those who fail in that way; they wait to see how things are going to turn out. These people said, If you had got the victory, that would be another matter, we will wait and see how things are going to turn out. They looked at things prudentially; there was no vision of faith. Gideons men were faint, yet pursuing; they did not give in because they were faint. It is faint people that can do wonders: He giveth power to the faint, Isaiah 40:29. It is very serious to have bread  something that can support the present needs of the testimony of the Lord  and to withhold it. We are sure to come under retributive dealings. 

    Then Gideon gets another test. They say, Rule over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy sons son also. They would set him up as head of a royal line; they would make a great man of him. Gideon appears in the character of an overcomer until the last stage of his history, and then he fails, and that makes it very solemn for us, especially for those who have gone through a certain amount of testing and come through it, through the mercy of God, perhaps more or less faithfully. Here is a man who is an overcomer; he walks worthily of the Lord to all pleasing up to a certain point, and then he breaks down. He had shown such a beautiful spirit; he would not rule over them, but said, Jehovah will rule over you. He kept his place as a servant, as a vessel chosen for service, but, immediately after, another test comes along, internal, not external. It is one thing to overcome an external test, and quite another to overcome an internal test  something springing up in ones own heart. The desire to have the Midianitish earrings and ornaments sprang up in his own heart. He said, I would desire a request of you; and they said, We will willingly give. It is something that springs up in his own heart now an imitation of what is divine. It is a man who has been a great success as a leader, and he fails on the priestly side; so he desires and constructs an imitation of the priestly ephod of Exodus 28. 

    Gideon is like many of those who have been much used for the deliverance of the people of God all through the history of the church. Many who have been extraordinarily used have failed in what is priestly; they have brought worldly elements into the service of God. It is remarkable that this failure begins at the top; it begins with the leader. It is a warning not to commit yourself absolutely to any leader. A man may be divinely and spiritually a leader up to a certain point, and then he may entirely miss what is suitable to God at the moment. We have seen men marvellously helped up to a certain point and then there may be some kind of assumption. It is a very solemn thing to make an ephod; it represented the priestly thought in Israel. The ephod as an object was nothing; the value of the ephod was dependent on the person who wore it. An ephod without a priest was simply the form of godliness without the power of it, and that is what christendom has fallen into, and largely under the influence of men who have been wonderfully blessed and used of God. 

    The preservative is to cultivate a deep sense of the spiritual character of approach to God; otherwise we may have the marks of what is Midianitish. There is nothing living about it. An ephod without a priest is a most solemn thing; it is but an outward form of what is priestly. Gideon in a certain sense prepared the way by his ephod for what was idolatrous; he put it there in his city, and they went after it. It really had an idolatrous character. The priestly idea was all perverted. So, as soon as Gideon died, they were ready for positive idolatry. 

    and it is solemn that so much of what is idolatrous has developed from men who laboured for the deliverance of Israel. They have perpetuated things in the public profession that are idolatrous in character, and not spiritual at all. They have been great as leaders, but they have failed as priests. 

    In the Reformation there was a great deal secured for man; it was a divine deliverance, but it did not secure much in a priestly way for God. It led to the setting up of what is Midianitish in a permanent form in the midst of Israel. We should be always watching against what is Midianitish being set up among us. It is one thing to be used of God for the deliverance of His people and the public defeat of the enemy, but quite another to consider for God. We can be supported by God in a wonderful way in service, and even after that fail to consider for God. If Gideon had considered for God he would never have thought of this ephod; it would never have come into his heart. The only man who is carried through safely is the one who always considers for God. The apostles all went right through; they did not break down, because they considered for God, and never a thought arose in their minds of substituting what was natural for what was spiritual. The moment of victory becomes the test. As long as we have to face the enemy we are kept on our knees in dependence, but when the enemy is defeated for the moment, and things are relaxed, we are off our guard and we rest on our oars. These things are very exercising; they show the elements which we have to deal with, and they show us the secret of power, and the secret of departure and decline. There are certain features in Gideon which can be viewed as typical of Christ, but in a general way he represents a leader raised up of God amongst His people, marked by certain features of God; but he is liable to be betrayed in things not of God. In all things God is to be glorified. To him be glory in the assembly, Ephesians 3:21. Glory all belongs to God. If we kept that before us, we should never make a Midianitish ephod. 

  

  
    MOTHERLY FEATURES AMONG THE SAINTS (JT 13)
    

    
    
  
  
    MOTHERLY FEATURES AMONG THE SAINTS (JT 13)

    1 Samuel 1: 24 - 28; Genesis 21: 9, 10; Genesis 27: 13; Judges 8: 18, 19

    These scriptures are familiar to us, I am sure, and the subject I purpose to treat of from them is also familiar to all, that is motherly features. The New Testament has these scriptures in view when it speaks of our mother  the mother of Christians. What is presented in these scriptures, viewed spiritually, converges on the assembly; indeed, it is said that the ends of the dispensations come to us; the scriptures have the assembly in view; its calling out, its formation and the duration of its testimony on earth being unique and more extended than any other testimony. Its place too in the divine scheme which is about to be unfolded is unique. It has a place that no other family of God has or could have, and hence the numerous allusions to it throughout the Scriptures, as we now can understand them by the Spirit sent down from heaven; and not the least side is that which alludes to its motherly functions. So that the apostle says, as you will remember, Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother (Galatians 4: 26). Although not yet literally above she is regarded as above. It does not say in that passage that Jerusalem is in heaven, but above, involving moral elevation and superiority which ought to have its effect upon us as in this world. Gods intent is that this moral elevation should be with us, and it should affect particularly all who are mothers literally, as well as all local companies of Gods people, for the idea works out in this latter connection. The need of mothering is very great at this time, more particularly as the enemy knows that the Lord is intent on assembly formation at the end, that there should be something of it, however obscure or small, and without motherly qualities and instincts among the saints it is impossible that this formation should continue and reach its desired end. The end is in view and the Lord is intent on reaching it, so that the Spirit and the bride will be in unison to say, Come, as indeed they are in measure now. 

    Now it is helpful to learn by contrasts, and in regard of this subject one may point out what was not motherly in persons who were literal mothers. For instance, the mother of Zebedees children, for that is how the Spirit of the God regards her, but it is hardly to her credit that she was the mother of his children without saying that she was his wife, although she was his wife. It may be inquired, why it was not to her credit that she was the mother of his children. Well, the sequel shows. We have to go by results, as I hope to show in a positive way in the book of Judges. She brought her sons to the Lord, which you would all say was very good, and she made a prayer for them. But we may ask amiss; we may move to the Lord in a selfish way to gratify natural ambitions. It is not at all uncommon to find persons who, although they make much of the Lord and are perfectly orthodox, yet underneath they have ambition to shine amongst the people of God, instead of shining in the world, the idea being to be prominent. But the normal motherly instincts in a local company of Christians will never promote that principle. 

    In the case of the mother of Zebedees children, she brought her two sons to the Lord and made a prayer that they should each have a place, one on His right hand and the other on His left hand in His kingdom. I merely refer to that. You will all remember the incident. It does not set forth a spiritual motherly quality; it is a quality, alas! often found in mothers, which works damage in the assembly. It did, indeed, on that occasion, for you will remember the ten disciples were indignant with the two. It does not say they were indignant with her, for in truth any indignation should have been directed against her, but they were indignant with the two  ten against two, that is to say, division in a meeting brought about by the ambition of a mother. 

    Then we get another case in Leah, the wife of Jacob. We only read of one daughter of Jacob, and Leah was her mother. Jacob built a house at Succoth and settled down; he made booths for his cattle, and we are told that Dinah went out to see the daughters of the land. There is not a word about the mother granting her permission to do so or of her asking her mothers permission to do so. It is most dangerous for mothers to allow such liberty to their daughters: to go out as they wish to see the daughters of the land. No spiritual mother would permit of it. I need not enlarge on the results. They were very disastrous. The motherly qualities were not in evidence in Jacobs house. 

    Then again with Hagar, who is over against Sarah in Galatians; although she was an Egyptian handmaid, she had a place in the household of faith; she had thus great spiritual opportunities, but she selected a wife for her son out of Egypt. That was not spirituality. It is most damaging for mothers to look abroad in the world for advantages for their children. On the other hand, Rebecca was grieved because Esau had married the daughters of the land. She was unable apparently to forbid it, but she felt it, and God has respect even for feelings. We may be unable to carry them into effect, but God has respect for right feelings. Well now, I have spoken of these illustrations of unspiritual motherhood. Better have no mothers at all if they are unspiritual, having a status of faith and yet wanting in faith. These are practical matters and most important. 

    Now in regard of the qualities I have in mind, I think the best example of motherhood (at least initially) is seen in Hannah. She appeared in a dark day; that is where faith shines. The darker the day the more brilliant is faith, where it exists, and the more insistent too. Faith sees what is needed; it will never quail before difficulties. Whatever is needed  that is the point, and what was needed then was a prophet. The word of the Lord was rare in those days. We cannot say that it is rare in our day, thank God, but there may come a day when it will be rare and we ought to be on the watch. In the days of Amos there was a famine of the word of God. Hannah sees the position, and what we find is that after obtaining her desire she weans the child. Now this is a further matter of importance. She did it. She fed the child normally until it was time to wean him, that is to say, she was a true mother from the outset; and then she weaned him, meaning spiritually that the child is detached from the natural. She remained at home until that time, and when the right moment arrived, she weaned the child. Fathers and mothers and all of us have to learn that the time comes when the children are to stand on their own feet; they must stand in direct relation with God themselves, each one of them, and that was what Hannah had in mind when she weaned the child, and she had great thoughts. 

    There are no people in the whole universe like members of the assembly; they are brought into such relations with God and Christ that their thoughts are great. Hannah had great thoughts. The child had not come to greatness. There was no faith in Samuel as he was taken up to Shiloh; and it is said that he was young. We are explicitly told later that he did not know the Lord, but Hannah did, and that is the point in the passage; she knew the Lord. I suppose one of the finest features in the whole realm of creation is a woman of faith, a woman who knows God. Scripture makes a great deal of it. Hannah was one of those. She knew the Lord, she knew how to pray, she knew how to wait for the answer to her prayer, and she knew what to do with the answer to her prayer  that there must be a return. Faith never thinks otherwise. Faith is imbued with the idea of circulation  that there must be a return to God, and there was a return to God, and such a return as you rarely find. We have here a lone woman, for although she had a husband, she is acting. She weans her child. She takes three bullocks  she has great thoughts, as I said, for these three bullocks denote great spiritual thoughts of Christ as the Offerer  the One who offered Himself. We have to regard our Lord in many aspects, especially as having offered Himself without spot to God. He offered Himself; think of that! Think of what is in that word Himself  who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree (1 Peter 2: 24); and who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God (Hebrews 9: 14). How great are these thoughts! 

    Hannah took with the child three bullocks, and an ephah of flour, and a flask of wine; spiritually Hannah was going to provide something for God in the house of God at Shiloh. Typically Christ is seen as having a great place in her heart. She was not going to enter Gods house in poverty  with small thoughts of Christ, but with great thoughts of Him. That is what makes up the wealth of the assembly; it really lies in the great thoughts we have of Christ by the Spirit, and then there is the stimulation  the flask of wine. How intelligent she is! What a model mother! What are the advantages of the university and the social status, what are the advantages of the games like Esau went in for, the man of the field, what is all that, beloved mothers and fathers, compared with the greatness that is in the house of God? 

    As she reached Shiloh they slaughtered a bullock; 

    the definite article is there in the new translation  the bullock. There were three, there was abundance, but one was slaughtered, suggestive of one great idea; and then the child is presented, showing the great potentialities of a child in the mind of faith  potentialities for God, so that we may understand how the Spirit of God enhanced the faith and intelligence of this great woman. We are told explicitly that Samuel did not yet know the Lord. There was nothing in him yet in the way of greatness. It was a question of her faith. The Spirit of God occupies us with the boy Samuel  (five times he is referred to as the boy). We have to wait for the greatness of Samuel, and it came. But the Holy Spirit would detain us with the greatness of his mother  a woman of faith. Look at her prayer! It is called a prayer in the next chapter, but there is not a word of need in it. It is the intelligent outgoing of a great priest to God, in regard of Himself, His things and His Anointed. Now, that is Hannah. Is there not need for Hannahs? If we are to have great things in the assembly we must have Hannahs, beloved sisters, and so much depends upon the latent wealth of the assembly which is in the sisters. 

    Now I want to go on to Sarah, who is also signalised indeed, she is alluded to in Galatians in this very connection  she is the free woman, typifying the mother of us all. The scene is different. Abraham makes a feast as the child is weaned. We are not told who weaned him, the idea being that this principle of the household of faith was there  the principle of detaching the children from the natural and linking them on to the spiritual. On that day there was a great feast  an auspicious time. I have no doubt the Lord alludes to it when He says, Abraham exulted in that he should see my day, and he saw it and rejoiced (John 8: 56). It was Christs day in type  looking on to the day when He will be everything. We anticipate that now in the assembly as we make everything of Him. He is everything and in all. He is everything in the assembly. Any company of people that is not making everything of Christ discredits itself and disqualifies itself for any claim to have part in the assembly. So there is a great feast, and Ishmael mocks. 

    I only touch on that to show you the instincts of the mother  the free woman in the house, for she is that; she shines. She speaks in a seemly way; she respects her husband; she asks him to do the work of casting out the handmaid and her son  it was Abrahams part to do that  for the son of this handmaid shall not inherit with my son. She reserved the right of selecting companionship for her son. It is the kind of company that is in view. What company do we permit for our children? What kind of society do we seek for them? That is what we learn from Sarah. She will not have a mocking companion. In truth he was a persecutor, an you may be sure that however nice people may be in their outward relations to us, if they have not the Spirit of God they will mock at Christ  they will despise Christianity. Hence the importance of making a right selection of companionship for our children and watching over them. Sarah says, Cast out the handmaid and her son. She rises here to a great level, for the Holy Spirit calls her words scripture in the epistle to the Galatians. How great a dignity to put on a mother, that her very words convey the mind of God! 

    Now in Rebecca we again have a mother of faith. Much is said about this distinguished woman, some things merely typically spiritual and others substantially so. She was a woman of faith. She had early learned to ask God as to herself and her motherhood and God answered her. Then she was a woman who could discriminate between what was of God in her children and what was not of God, for after all that which is born of the flesh is flesh. Unless God works there is nothing. We may cultivate the flesh, educate it, think for it, plan for it, but all in vain, that which is born of the flesh is flesh and it cannot please God. And so we are told that while Isaac loved Esau, Rebecca loved Jacob. How much there is in that! Isaac becomes a poor expression of fatherhood; he loved Esau. 

    Now at the present time Esau has a great place in the world, even amongst the people of God. I am not speaking of Ishmael  Ishmael the mocker is cast out. Esau is not said to be a mocker; he is, as it were, more respectable; but he is a man of the field. Now I speak feelingly. I would not convey to anyone that we are under law, for we are not under law, we are under grace. It is said, sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not under law but under grace (Romans 6: 14). Thank God, it is the dispensation of grace  grace reigns. But it reigns through righteousness, and it has a great end in view, viz, eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. But then, while we are under grace, and grace will do its best for us, it will never promote men and women of the field  never. It is not the time of the field. Mark tells us there were two, after the Lord died and rose, going into the country. Luke says they were going to a village called Emmaus, but Mark says they were going into the country. We have to watch this going into the field. It is not a time of the field. The time of the field is the millennium. Men of the field will be all right then, but not now. Jacob, we are told, was a homely man dwelling in tents. He was no athlete. 

    I am speaking of very simple things, often said before, but they are most practical if we are to reach on to the perfecting of the saints, for that is the end the Lord has in mind for us in the mother. And so we are told that Rebecca loved Jacob  that kind of man. You say, he was a crooked kind of man. Never mind, Rebecca loved Jacob instead of Esau, and we are told that God loved Jacob. I am not astray when loving the person whom God loves. I want you to take that in  Rebecca loved Jacob, and the Spirit of God says in the last book of the Old Testament, I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau (Malachi 1: 3). Rebecca was in line with God. You may say, See how crooked these people are. Well, there may be some truth in that, but it says of Abraham that he dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob. There was, we may be assured, something in that boy (Jacob was only about fifteen when Abraham died) that Abraham loved. One often sees the work of God in young people  younger than fifteen. 

    Abraham was a man of faith; he had the right kind of taste. Isaac did not have the taste of Abraham. I have no doubt Abraham had real satisfaction in the boy Jacob, he lived with him in tents, and then, as I said, Rebecca loved him. It is a question of apprehending the work of God in the saints. It may be beclouded at times, but it is there. Never lose sight of that. Rebecca saw that; indeed, she had a prophetic word about it. I suppose God took account of the faith that was in her, when He acquainted her with the fact that the elder shall serve the younger, nor shall we be wanting in the mind of God as to those with whom we have to do; if we are right, God will not leave us in the dark about anybody. I believe it is good to pray about everyone in the local company in which one may be, and to ask God to help him to have right thoughts about them. There may be very little of the work of God manifest, but He knows and He will give you right thoughts about them. 

    Rebecca had right thoughts about Jacob and God helped her. Esau comes in hungry, after some hunting exploit, and Jacob had cooked a dish. It says he was a homely man and the dish was plain. I do not think he would go in for anything very savoury, anything that appealed very much to the flesh; the Spirit of God would have us to understand this. It was just a dish of lentils  very plain fare, in keeping with the man. Esau says, in his natural way of speaking, Feed me, I pray thee, with the red  the red thing there, give me that. It was just a dish of lentils, and Jacob did not pretend it was anything else. Esau sold his birthright for that! See what the flesh is in the household of faith! He sold his birthright for that. It was not that Jacob schemed in this particular instance. He had the dish. Had he thought of buying the birthright from Esau, no doubt he would have had something very fine, but he did not scheme, as far as Scripture shows. It brings out the plainness of Jacob and the naturalness of Esau, and Esau loses his birthright and Jacob gets it. It is God taking the thing which He designed for Jacob and placing it in his hands. That is what God does, and Rebecca knew; she was in accord with that. 

    Now we come to Isaac again. He says to Esau, take thy weapons. How people love a gun, and all those weapons and implements in connection with sportsmanship. Esau had these, and Isaac did not seem to resent it  a humbling thing about one who was, at times, typical of Christ, the heavenly Man. We have to read things in their context. So he says to Esau, Take thy weapons, thy quiver, and thy bow. He knew he had them, he had also fine clothes, he would, so to speak, go to the best tailor, get the best-cut suits, the best collars, the best ties, etc. Rebecca knew all that. Not exactly that she kept his wardrobe; she knew the fine things were there in the house, and those weapons which Isaac did not seem to resent. Isaac tells Esau to take them and go to the field and hunt venison, as if appealing to the natural. How dangerous it is in parents to appeal to the natural, to minister to the natural in their sons and daughters. They will never shine in the house of God on those lines. 

    Rebecca says, I have heard the conversation between your father and Esau. She had a keen ear, faith always has like the ears of the assembly; Acts 11. We have to watch for the enemys workings, and Rebecca listened, and heard and acted  she is a woman of faith and a woman of action  and she told Jacob what to do. I do not go into that well-known story. What I want you to notice is that Rebecca says, On me be thy curse, my son! She has the spirit of Christ, she is ready to go to the extreme to save her son, to secure the blessing of God for him. She knew he could not afford to be without it. What disaster if Esau had secured it!  It would indeed have been impossible with God, but she did not leave it at that; she took methods to secure it. I do not go into the details. Much might be said about it, but she was a woman ready to go to the utmost limit to save her son and secure the blessing of God for him  a most important lesson. We cannot afford to let our children miss the blessing of God. She said, On me be thy curse. She was exposing herself for her son. 

    Now in closing I would refer to Gideons mother. We have no history of her at all, that is to say, there are thousands and thousands of mothers the results of whose faith will be seen when the time comes. We need not have any anxiety as to the praise that will be given to us. Let us judge nothing before the time; when the Lord comes everything will be manifested and the results of every devoted mother will be seen, and every bit of service rendered will come to light. Gideon says, What sort of men were they that ye slew at Tabor? These men had suffered at the hands of those who were Satans tools. They were at Tabor. Tabor has a place in the book of Judges. I suppose it was the position of the testimony then; they were there and they were slain there. We need not have any fear if we are where God has placed us; even if we are slain, what we are will come to light in due course. Gideon was cognisant of what had happened, and he says to those men, What sort of men were they that ye slew at Tabor? Well, they say, they were like you  As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king. The idea is plural; the great thought is that they were the sons of a king. What a beautiful description of the children of faith! Gods ideal is Christ; that is what enters into this remarkable passage. It does not say each one resembled the sons of a queen, but each one resembled the sons of a king. That is the idea of the assembly viewed maternally, for she has no other thought normally than Christ. Christ is the great dominant thought in the assembly. All must be in accord with that pattern, it must be worked out, and the mother sees to that  the mother is by the side of the children. It applies to local companies of Christians walking in the light of the assembly. It is that spirit that watches over what comes in  it has nothing but Christ in view; everything must come up to that standard. It is a question of Christ. All will be conformed to Him  conformed to the image of Gods Son, who is the firstborn among many brethren. That is the assemblys great thought normally. 

    And so Gideon inquires what they were like, and they tell him they were like him  every one like the sons of a king. He says, They were my brethren, the sons of my mother. How the Lord regards the mothering amongst the saints! The book of Judges makes a great deal of this. Deborah is one great feature of a spiritual mother; she says, I arose. A sister may say, I am of very little account. 

    People do not notice me. But what about your arising? It is not that Deborah was raised up; she says, I Deborah arose, That I arose a mother in Israel. It is a question of moral power. Her dwelling-place denoted it. She dwelt under her own palm-tree  she had moral weight and power. Such sisters are most valuable and greatly needed at the present time  persons who arise  that is to say, they come up themselves and use the latent power which God has given them. The saints are bound to recognise you as they did Deborah. She was a mother in Israel, and so was Gideons mother, too. We have no history of her beyond this, but we have results, and every one of us may be sure that the results will be manifested, and what greater results can there be than that the fruit of our labours is like Christ. Are we aiming at one thing, that the fruit of our labour is like Christ? Nothing but Christ will be prominent throughout eternity. All will be like Him, and that is the work that is going on now, and the result will be seen  all will be like the sons of the King. 
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    THE JUDGE OF ISRAEL (JT 23)

    John 18:19 - 24; Micah 5:1; Judges 8:18,19

    In reading these scriptures I have in mind to enlarge on the idea of judgment; not judgment as conveying what is punitive, but authoritative discrimination amongst the people of God. We have the announcement in the gospel that, He hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead (Acts 17:31). The world will thus have an authoritative, discriminative rule, under which men will be in peace and prosperity. The Lord Jesus, I need not say, is that Man; and that God has approved Him in that He has raised Him from the dead. The divine approbation thus expressed has reference to His ability for this service  ability which shone in Him in the days of His rejection. 

    And so the Judge of Israel, as we read in the prophet, was smitten upon the cheek. In introducing among men what is befitting to a judge in the way of testimony, our Lord Jesus Christ incurred this ignominious persecution; a fact which should appeal to us as we do not want to be behind Him in anything. And if we have to bear testimony to the principles of judgment among the people of God, we must be prepared to be smitten on the cheek. And so the Lord, as before the high priest, bears witness to this great principle. It is wonderful to think that in these moments of supreme trial, the prince of this world having come and having succeeded in arresting Him and arraigning Him before the high priest in Jerusalem, He should bear witness to the principles that should govern a judge. He was the Judge, not Caiaphas! But the latter being as yet in Moses seat, 

    our Lord in beautiful humility would recognise him; and yet call attention in His own way to the principles that should govern a judge. And so He says, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. Why askest thou me? Ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold they know what I said. And the Judge of Israel, who knew the law perfectly, and who was announcing it in His own perfect way, is smitten upon the cheek. Is that to pass? He could well afford to let it pass, if it were only a personal question, for He had taught that if one were to smite thee on one cheek, he should turn to him the other. It was not a matter of personal vindication. It was a matter of setting out the fundamental principle of judgment. If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thou me? It is a question of righteousness in judgment. The Judge of Israel was setting out in the presence of the greatest opposition the principles of judgment, and He was smitten upon the cheek. I mention all these things about the Lord Jesus because they contain what I intended to present, and also because one loves to begin with Him in regard to every subject. 

    So I proceed to the passage in Judges, because I wish to show that Gideon, undoubtedly a type of Christ as a judge in Israel, had brethren. And these brethren bore his marks. And so as we are called upon to judge and to exercise influence amongst the people of God, it is of great moment that we should be like the Judge of Israel. Gideon had brethren, and these brethren, by the testimony of their slayers, were like Gideon, and by his own testimony they were the sons of his mother. On the one hand, they had a royal resemblance, and on the other, they had the training of a true mother. Now having these brethren of Gideon in mind, as we are the brethren of Christ, and thus qualified for judgment, I wish to briefly review the judges of Israel up to Gideon. Before proceeding to that task, I would be very direct, without having reference to anything special, but to the general state of things among the people of God. One of the crying needs of the moment is the expression of judgment, of righteous discrimination. So the apostle in writing to the Corinthians, who were misjudging him in the most ungrateful manner, says, Now I pray to God ... that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates (2 Corinthians 13:7). And again in treating of the people of God appealing to the law of the land, he says, Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? (1 Corinthians 6:5). As it were, one of the royal lineage, one of the culture of the mother, who could adjudicate between his brethren according to God? You see how essential therefore in our gatherings it is that there should be at least a wise man, and if not a wise man, a wise woman; for how much good a wise woman can do! It was a wise woman, as recorded in the second book of Samuel, who saved the city of Abel. Sheba, the son of Bichri, had revolted against David and said, We have no part of David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, O Israel (2 Samuel 20:1). There was open revolt against the authority of God in Christ, typically. He drew men after him, and he fled northward and Joab pursued him and besieged him in the city of Abel. Now there was a wise woman in that city, and by her wisdom she delivered it. You see she went to the men in the city in her wisdom. Joab was pressing the siege as an able general would (how often, with the best intentions, we press things!) the issue being that the inheritance of the Lord is destroyed. He would destroy a whole city in order to get Sheba. And it says, Then the woman went unto all the people in her wisdom: and they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it out to Joab (chapter 20:22). And Abel was saved. You see, therefore, how important it is, how absolutely essential it is, if the saints, the inheritance of the Lord, are to be saved, that there should be wise men amongst us. Even one wise woman in a meeting under these circumstances may save it from damage. In her wisdom this woman carried the people with her and reached the offender, the root of the difficulty thus reached, the city was saved. 

    Now I proceed to review the judges of Israel so that we may see the features that are essential to judgment. Most of us doubtless know that the effect of good judgment among the people of God is that they rest. The first judge was Othniel. I wish to dwell on him, because unless we understand what Othniel represents, we shall scarcely be able to judge intelligently in Israel. He was the son of Calebs younger brother, thus of excellent family connection. He belonged to the family of faith. And so when Caleb offered his daughter as a prize to him who should take Kirjath-sepher, Othniel takes it  the city of the book. No one can exercise influence according to God among the saints until he has come to the overthrow of the books of this world. A man who lives in the religious or secular literature of the day cannot rule the people of God. We have to be on our guard as to the things by which we are influenced, and what can be more influential than the literature of the day? How steeped in darkness and confusion men are! And by such influence we become unfit to rule or sway the saints according to heaven. Othniel gets Achsah, a type of the assembly. He is in relation in a sense, typically, with the assembly. We have got to apprehend the assembly according to what it is to Christ in order to exercise right influence. We are reminded of one who rejoiced in his sufferings for the body of Christ. We have to see its intrinsic worth. 

    Christ also loved the assembly, and gave himself for it (Ephesians 5:25). If I am to rule in it, I must be in accord with it, and know something of its preciousness to Christ. And so Othniel obtains the prize. She was worth having and he knew it. Her worth soon manifests itself; as she meets him she would have him ask her father for springs. This is of the greatest importance. We must have springs. There must be resources. The initial energy I may have will soon fail me. There must be springs. And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. She had a favourable position spiritually, a south land is favourable  but that did not suffice. The light of Colossians and Ephesians combined will not suffice; we must have springs. How we need the Spirit! And she lighted from off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wilt thou? And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And so her father gives her the upper springs and the nether springs (Judges 1:14,15). Now this is Othniels wife. You see how enriched he is. An impoverished man, spiritually, cannot influence the people of God. The idea begins with Othniel. He is a man of affluence spiritually, and his wife is a woman of affluence. They belong to Calebs family of faith. And so Othniel is the first judge of Israel. And what a judge he is, as I have been showing! I only mention it that we might seek to emulate him; our attitude toward our brethren must be in grace and patience. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war. He is one of the few of whom it is said, And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him (Judges 3:10). God would see that the judgment of His people was by the Spirit. And so we find that he judged Israel and made war. Now the enemy was Chushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia. He was a man of earthly resources, 

    the land of the two rivers, as the name signifies. Rivers are resources, and sometimes, as here, they are sources of influence in an earthly way. And so a man of earthly resources had power over the people of God for eight years. But the Spirit of God comes upon Othniel and he judged Israel and went to war. What weapons he used it does not say; but would not rely on material resources. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: and the Lord delivered Chushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim. And then the land had rest. How one longs to see that! The saints having rest, particularly in certain localities, as the outcome of right rule and judgment. 

    The next judge was Ehud. He was a left-handed man. He had to do with the king of Moab, a fat man, who having resources, is engrossed in his fat, is occupied with what he has got, a man of pride  the fat signifies pride. How much of that we have to contend with! One knows it in ones own heart. Pride is ever ready to show itself. I have to deal with it in myself, if I am to deal with it in others. And so Ehud makes a dagger. He is a man of personal resourcefulness. He is not presented to us as a man of means, but a man of skill. He is out of the ordinary  a left-handed man, but he knows what is needed. You see I have to know what is needed, because the enemy is ever changing his mode of attack. If he comes now with a man of great earthly resources, another time he comes with a man full of pride, who by means of his forceful rule, would captivate the people of God. What is needed is a man of divine skill. He makes a dagger with two edges. For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12). 

    We have to do with the underlying condition. Men have to be exposed. Pride has to be exposed. And so this second judge has a dagger of a cubit length and he uses it dexterously, and overthrows the enemy and the land had rest eighty years  a remarkable result. How God may use one man who sees what the enemy is doing! How God may use a man who is skilled in the word, in the word of righteousness! Untrue things may be passed from lip to lip  Satan thus works. Whereas a man spiritually developed is skilled in the word of righteousness and he will search the thing out, bringing the word of God to bear on it. Ten thousand men, all fat, and all men of valour were slain. And the land had rest eighty years. 

    The next judge is Shamgar, a man of experience. He slew six hundred Philistines with an ox-goad. The ox-goad refers, I judge, to discipline and experience. He had been in the school of God. We need men of experience. We need men of spiritual resources; we need men skilled in the word of righteousness; but we need men of experience, who have been in the school of God, who have been held in check themselves. The apostle began with a goad: It is hard for thee to kick against goads. And what an effective man he was later, on account of his experience! This appears in the letter written to Philemon. In this epistle he is, Paul the aged, not the apostle. He was a disciplined man. He knew how to keep his body under. We know what goads do, how they check the ox, even the most independent. Shamgar used one with the greatest skill, and slew six hundred Philistines. You will readily see how the features of these three judges enter into judgment according to God. 

    The next judge is a woman, Deborah. She brought in a most important element. It is said of her that she judged Israel at that time. And it is said that She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah. (Judges 4:5). She was a woman of personal victory. And she dwelt between Ramah and Beth-el, in spiritual surroundings. It says, And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. There was no self-assertion about her. It was a question of moral weight amongst the saints. In fact she says, Until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel (Judges 5:7). You cannot resist the influence of a true mother. She arose a mother in Israel. How young believers need the influence and care and the tender attention of the mother! These are the features that enter into judgment amongst us. The mother was there, and Israel came to her for judgment. They knew it was there. They knew where the tender care was. She is the only judge, as I recall, that speaks about love to God. And those who love God, love the children of God. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments (1 John 5:2). Then immediately it says, And the land had rest forty years (Judges 5:31). Deborah can speak of love in that she appeals to the commandments. She says to Barak, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded ... ? (chapter 4:6). Nicodemus appeals to the law in protection of the Lord Jesus; although in the counsel of the Jews, he appealed to the law: Doth our law judge any man before it hear him and know what he doeth? (John 7:51). A fine note in the midst of national lawlessness! He loved God though in a wrong position. But Deborah was not among the counsels of this world. She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah, a token of personal victory. And she dwelt in the vicinity of the house of God and Ramah. And now she says to Barak, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded ... ? 

    Now let me dwell for a little on the importance of the law in regard to judgment; and when I speak of the law I am not speaking of legal requirements or rules, I am speaking of the divine principles that should govern us. For no circumstance can arise among us for which there is not a principle to govern it in Scripture. Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded ... ? He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me (John 14:21). Deborah was a lover and she appealed to divine commandments. And the result is the land had rest forty years, and in that period there was a song, a tribute to God. You see how judgment rightly exercised amongst the people of God leads to a tribute to God. Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying, Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered themselves (chapter 5:1,2). You see thus the good results of judgment Godward. 

    Now Gideon is the next judge, and the greatest of them, we may say, a distinct type of the Lord Jesus. He is threshing wheat to hide it from the Midianites, and Jehovah looked on him. How delightful to have God looking on one approvingly! And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? (chapter 6:14). The angel had come and sat under the terebinth. As it were, God would come to look over the situation, to survey it. What met His eye was this valiant young man. And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the Midianites (chapter 6:11). How delightful to God that what the people needed was being carefully threshed and hid so that they should have it! It says, Gideon threshed wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him. It refers to any young man or woman who would take account of things and resolve in his or her heart to seek to meet the conditions. And so Gideon said he would bring him a present. The Lord waited for him to bring his present, and he offers his offering and it is accepted; so that we have one who is under Gods eye as delightful, his present is accepted. He has the sense of divine approval. And so Gideon is enjoined to take the bullock, the second one of seven years old. This mans service is to be on spiritual lines, and not simply a question of law, it is a question of spirituality, of being developed spiritually. The second bullock of seven years old (chapter 6:25), indicates the spiritual stature that is to mark this man. Seven here suggests a complete spiritual result in growth. May we not look for spiritual development? May we not expect God to come in and bring forth men like Gideon? The second bullock represents sovereignty, and the fact that it was seven years old would indicate spiritual growth. 

    Now Gideon is tested. Such must be tested. He has to learn that his services in Israel are to be carried on in a spiritual way, and not by the arm of flesh. And so he must be reduced to three hundred. He begins by the spring in Harod (note the spring here), but the army is too large and it has to be tested. We have to learn to be reduced. God is pleased to add to us, and may we have a hundred times more! as one said; but then numbers inflate and in the government of God we have to go through reduction of numbers, to be brought down and to learn that conflict is not by numbers, but by spiritual power, indeed by the total break-up of the outer vessel. As we see in the apostle Paul, Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus (2 Corinthians 4:10). One has to come to nothing instead of a large army, that the precious light developed by the Spirit should shine, and thus the victory. All the features of Gideon are spiritual. The cake of barley bread tumbling into the camp is a reference to the Person of Christ. It is a question of the power of Christ. It tumbled in. It is a question of resources, not regularity; and Midian is overthrown. The issue was food; Christ is the bread of God. 

    And now, just to come back, you see he has brethren, and they resembled him. One is exercised as to whether he is like Gideon. In figure he answers to Christ, I believe. And now he challenges the kings of Midian, What manner of men were they whom ye slew at Tabor? Think of it, God had others like Gideon, what an immense thing in these days! But they are destroyed. And again his own family is destroyed, a most remarkable thing, save Jotham, who calls attention to the kind of a person who serves God, one who will not aspire to rule over the people of God, but rather bring in divine judgment that the land may have rest. Gideon says, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the Lord shall rule over you (chapter 8:23). It is a question of divine rule. Let that prevail amongst us, and if it does, we shall have rest. Gideons altar is very fine: Jehovah-shalom, Jehovah of peace. God is set upon peace among His people, but there must be conditions first: holy discrimination, judgment, and then peace. And hence his altar, Jehovah-shalom. How the Lord emphasises this when risen! He says, Peace be unto you (John 20:19). And so in sending the seventy missionaries He said, And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house. And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it (Luke 10:6). The assembly is conscious of a sense of peace. The whole end of rule amongst us is that there should be rest and peace. May God grant it to His people at the present time! 
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    GIDEON THE BROTHER (JT 82)

    Judges 8:1-3; Judges 8:18-23

    JTI thought it would be helpful to pursue the subject of Gideon. In this chapter we have indicated what he was as a brother. Chapter 6 is what he is  among other things  in his relations with God; chapter 7 is what marked him in the conflict; and chapter 8 indicates what he is as a brother, and how he manifests the traits becoming to a brother. If God is pleased to come in sovereignly and raise up a leader, those who have already been in the first place are sure to be affected, so now this chapter helps us in seeing in Gideon the spirit of a brother. He recognises the leading tribe  Ephraim. He credits them with a great share in the victory, so that instead of a conflict arising between them he pacifies them; whereas Jephthah, later on, lacking the spirit of a brother, contends with Ephraim, and fearful slaughter ensues. But chapter 6, as we had yesterday, affords wonderful instruction as showing how the servant is set up in his relations with God. It is first power with God, then power with men. Another great truth that comes in incidentally is the principle of example. Christianity has been inaugurated on that principle; it is not by precept but by example. Now the old economy was on the ground of precept. Moses was not all that he said: Christ was all that He said, and hence is not only the law to us but the example. That is seen very clearly in Gideon. Chapter 7 brings in his followers; his companions in arms were wholly dependent for what they did on what he did. 

    RemThat is what Paul would refer to when he linked up his manner of life with his doctrine. 

    JTYes, he brings it in, particularly in Philippians  they were to walk as they had him as an example. Many, he says, walk of whom I speak with tears; they minded earthly things; they were enemies of the cross of Christ. 

    QuesDo you mean that the manner of life is the brother? 

    JTWell! it comes in really before that. Of course, it comes out in the brother, but it comes out more in the way of example. The warrior and the servants  are in chapter 7. First of all, the army has to be reduced. The army is tested as to whether they are on natural lines, or on spiritual lines; i.e. whether they can lap the water like a dog  which is contrary to nature for a man, though quite natural for a dog  or whether they have to bow down and drink in a lazy, natural, easy sort of way. That was the most drastic test for them. It reduced the army to three hundred, and then after that test they had to learn how to do things from Gideon. They were to do what he did: that was how the victory was to be achieved. So that whether it be Christ, or whether it be one who is of like passions with ourselves, such as Paul, we have to go by example if we are to be effective. It is not only what you are told to do; it is what you see another doing. We are to be observant as to how things are done; in that way. I think chapter 7 is, in principle, the gospel of Mark. The gospel of Mark is the levitical gospel, it is the gospel for the levites, and the principle in Mark is not simply what the Lord did  although that is there  but how He did things. Many of us do a good deal, but then the question is whether we do it rightly  whether things are well done. The leaders of christendom do things as they think right, but the gospel of Mark is the check on all that; it is the workmans gospel. So that it is not only the thing that is done, but it is the manner in which it is done. 

    QuesI suppose that would be illustrated in what Paul in Acts 20 says to the elders of Ephesus. It was not only that he served the Lord, but he did it with all humility of mind and many tears. 

    JTYes; that was how the thing was done; it was befitting, and Timothy was a man similar to that: he was a man accustomed to tears. Paul remembered his tears, for tears of that kind were valuable. Pauls tears were such as the Lord would put into His bottle, and Timothys too  they were worthy of preservation! 

    RemI thought too of how the latter part of Acts 20 would illustrate what you said as to the Lord looking on Gideon: I have shewed you all things, that thus labouring ... and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus .... 

    JTThat is excellent; that is just what I was thinking; Mark really got his ideas from Paul. He knew a good deal about the christian household, and he speaks more about the Lord being in a house than any of the other evangelists do. He was a companion of Paul at the beginning, and he had opportunity to see how the work was done. He failed in that; he went back to natural principles. Now, the greatest evidence that he was recovered lies in the fact that his gospel is taken up with the manner of the workmanship. He occupies you with the Lords workmanship. So that the gospel looked at in that way is like chapter 7 of Judges  it is the true Gideon. You look at me; do as I have done; what you see me do, you do. 

    RemSo that in that way, it is not simply that the work is done, but Christ is expressed in how you do it. 

    JTYes, God thinks a good deal of that. With Luke, it is not so much how the thing is done, how relief is brought in, but he magnifies the thing accomplished. Whereas Mark emphasis how the thing was accomplished, he tells us the Lord did everything well. 

    RemIt is not sufficient to have the line of the truth, but we have to be characterised by the spirit of it. 

    JTQuite so. One enhances the things he speaks of by his manner. I think every brother ought to be exercised about doing something. First of all, timidity has to be judged; those that were fearful and afraid had to be sent back. Then, secondly, if you are not afraid, you must be free from the love of ease and comfort; while God accords to us many mercies to enjoy, if He gives them to us, we must not live in them. If anyone lives on honey, for instance, he will build up a very poor constitution spiritually, but you will find a little of it is all right. It helps a man, as we see in Jonathan; it enlightens his eyes. Saul forbade it altogether, which is a feature of apostasy  forbidding what is legitimate. But with anyone who lives on honey, the question is, whether he can really continue. 

    QuesWhere would John the baptist come in? 

    JTWell, he lived on locusts and wild honey, that was not what ordinary people lived on. It was evidently something outside the range of natural culture; it was not honey cultured in a bee-hive at home. 

    RemThat would be more what would come out of the rock. 

    JTYes; it was something that he found wild, uncultured by man. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by that? 

    JTMan loves culture. It is the thing that God has given, but it is refined down to suit the debased natural taste of man. 

    RemThere is that which is sweet in nature which is of God; and there is that which is sweet in mans world. 

    JTYes. I think John had the thing wild from mans point of view, but I should not say from Gods; I think he found it just as it was in the wilderness. These soldiers of Gideon had the water there; it was a great blessing, but it had to be taken just for the sake of supporting them for the moment. They passed on, having another thing in view. The prophet has the testimony in view; he just takes what God gives him as supporting him. 

    RemEveryone could not take up the Lords battles in that way. 

    JTNo. I think we have, first of all, to judge any sort of timidity, and consequently, if one takes up the things legitimate in nature, he is not to make them an object. He is just to view them in so far as they are subservient to the testimony, or his position in it. That is where most of us fail, we make business an object, for instance, instead of making it subservient to the testimony. We should just touch it as using it, but not abusing it. 

    RemI suppose if one is really set for it, all these tests we go through will really bring us out fit. 

    QuesFit for what? The conflict? 

    JTIt is a question of the testimony really. When you look at it spiritually, what Gideon had in his pitcher was what Paul had in his heart  the earthen vessel. 2 Corinthians 4 is the antitype of Judges 7. The third chapter is the ministry  the excellency of the ministry; it was a ministry that far excelled that of Moses, the ministry of righteousness. In chapter 4 we have the suited vessel for it: We have this treasure in earthen vessels, which is literally an allusion to Gideons pitcher. Gideon did not have the light in himself; he had it in an earthen vessel in his hand. Paul was the vessel himself so that now the Lord says, You have the treasure and you have the earthen vessel. So Paul says, We which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. It is the life of Jesus  that is the light that shines, it shines as the vessel is broken. The Lord Jesus was delivered unto death; it was the dying of Jesus. Jesus is really the true Gideon: He went all the way into death. Paul was delivered to it. 

    QuesWhat is the force of the breaking of the vessel? 

    JTThe force of it is that God delivers us to death in discipline, so that the vessel is broken up  all that is round the light to hinder it. I think it is one accepting death on oneself. 

    QuesIs that always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus? 

    JTYes. God had in view the life of Jesus to be displayed, and Paul was quite in accord with that. So he said he bore about in his body the dying  not the death  of Jesus; that is, Jesus going down from the mount of transfiguration to Calvary. 

    QuesDo you make the treasure equivalent to the light? 

    JTOh, yes! God, who commanded the light to shine .... Then the apostle says, But we have this treasure in earthen vessels. 

    RemI am alluding to the light in Gideons pitcher, was it the same as the treasure? 

    JTYes, I think it is. I think the treasure is like that; it is an allusion to Gideons pitcher. Paul calls it a treasure, it was only a light in Gideons pitcher. 

    RemThe pitcher was broken  the dying has to be maintained. 

    JTYes, it is a constant thing. 

    QuesWas not the light the sword of the Lord  of Jehovah? 

    JTYes. It was in that way that the conquest was to be secured by the breaking of the pitcher. The effect was that the enemy was set in complete confusion; he was put to complete rout by the testimony. It is a question of the sending out of the testimony. 

    QuesDid not that characterise Pauls movements? 

    JTYes. That is what I thought Paul became  a reflection of Gideon as a model. He is the only one in Scripture who is set out as a model for us except the Lord Himself. 

    RemI suppose that in chapter 4 to which you referred in 2 Corinthians, it is really apostolic, but I take it that you mean the same principles which came out in the apostle have to be maintained in us. 

    JTI am sure that is the point. We are like the three hundred of Gideons army, and the word for us, I think, is to look on Paul. Able ministers of the new testament, I think, is apostolic. They were competent ministers of the new covenant, and their sufficiency was of God. But we, in our measure, are to be followers, as he says, Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. So that if Paul were living now, for instance, and he wanted to set himself before us as an example, and he could not come himself, he would send a son of his  that is Timothy  to put us in mind. He sent Timothy to the Corinthians that they might be reminded of his ways as they were in Christ. 

    QuesWhy do you bring the brother in last? You spoke of the warrior in chapter 7. 

    JTThe brother is what we shall be in heaven; it is the last, it continues. The warrior character and the levitical character will cease. 

    RemWhat I meant was that I thought what we were as brothers ought to give character to us as warriors. 

    JTWell, it does; but I think it is right to bring in the brother last. It is a greater thought even than an apostle, because the brother remains. What will Paul be in heaven? A brother  he will not be an apostle there. He will be nothing more than a brother. He may have greater affections, perhaps, than some of us, but as to his rank, he is a brother. 

    QuesWould you say that it is in having the spirit of a brother that the service is regulated or adjusted? 

    JTUndoubtedly. Gideon was a brother at the beginning as much as at the end; but the Spirit of God leaves the traits of the brother until the end  until chapter 8. 

    QuesAs a matter of fact, has not each one who reaches the company of brethren really got a victory over the enemy first? 

    JTQuite. And he is a brother from the outset really and truly. The gospel of John fits in more with chapter 8; the gospel of Mark with chapter 7. Gideon said to the kings, What manner of men were they whom ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the children of a king. And then Gideon says, They were my brethren, even the sons of my mother. That is the gospel of John. 

    QuesIs there the thought of order  moral order  in the way in which things are presented in 2 Timothy 2: Pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace? Righteousness involves conflict; the brother would come in with the third  love. 

    JTThat is very good. Faith, hope and love. The greater of these is love  that is the brother  that is the thing that remains. 

    RemIn times of distress and difficulty, we find that we often reverse the order, and we speak as if we did not carry out the spirit of a brother, but the first principle is righteousness. 

    JTYes, but the brother is the standby; the brother is born for adversity. The apostle may fail, and the Levite, but the brother never fails. Love never fails and love is in the brother. 

    RemIn speaking of the testimony, Paul would, of course, be a child of the covenant, and those who followed Paul would necessarily be the same, that is, children of the covenant in connection with the testimony. 

    JTWell, yes, in a way. The covenant sets us free, but a person could not properly be a vessel of the testimony unless formed in the testimony. The Lord is the model for us. If anyone wants to understand the model servant, then he should read Mark; if anyone wants to understand the brother, he should read John. In that way, the gospel of John is morally the greatest gospel, because it deals with what is eternal. It is not the thought of administration; it is not official, it is what abides; it is eternal. John is on the eternal platform. 

    QuesWould you say that the Midianites had to be dealt with before there could be the exercise of the brother as such? 

    JTYes. We could not be here this afternoon if the Midianites had not been dealt with. I mean to say, the clerical principle has to be judged  that kind of person who takes away the food supply. We could not be together if it were unjudged, I mean in a practical way. You could not arrive at the brethren unless you judged that thing. So that chapters 6 and 7 necessarily come in before you could see the brother. Now, Ephraim is one of the brethren. He has not yet disqualified himself from being a brother, though he has lost his place as a leader; he has failed there. Many a man has lost his place, alas! as a leader, but he retains his place as a brother. He must recognise the brother. 

    QuesWhy did Gideon seek to propitiate him? 

    JTI think it shows that he (Gideon) was like the second bullock. The second bullock was not one year old; it was seven years old. That is to say, 

    Gideon had progressed and was a developed man; he was not a novice. The apostle was much concerned lest novices should have to do with the things of God; they are sure to do damage. We must recognise the elder brother; we cannot disregard him, although we may not follow his lead. We must recognise his brotherly relation to us, and we cannot go far wrong by making allowance for everything possible. If the Lord has used him, give him credit for all possible, for if God is with a man, you can afford to be very liberal. 

    QuesDo you think that Gideon as having the spirit of a brother saves the situation in his humility? 

    JTIt would have disrupted Israel; a new conflict would have arisen at once. If you get rid of the clerical principle  I am referring to the Midianites  which may cover other things, there is always the danger, though that be got rid of, of disruption amongst brethren. If we have not the Gideon spirit we shall have disruption. It was the spirit of Gideon that saved the situation. 

    RemThat is the spirit which says I am an unprofitable servant. 

    JTYes, he had a humble estimate of himself. The more you are with God, the more magnanimous you can afford to be; the less you demand, and you can afford to give all credit to people. 

    RemBut he did not say it in a conventional way; he really meant it. 

    JTYes, it was quite true, they had captured these two kings (chapter 7: 24, 25). We see they had achieved a good bit in spite of the fact that they had failed before. It is a very fine thing to see a brother who has been defective (and perhaps passed over by God before) come up at the end and do his part. It is only right to give him credit, and, in fact, to maintain unity you have to do that. 

    RemThe apostle recognises Mark in the end after he was recovered. 

    JTYes, and Barnabas too. 

    RemI suppose the principle in christianity is that every little bit of good is taken account of. I thought of the Lord as the perfect Servant, Behold my servant whom I uphold ...; there is the recognition with Christ of all that is good and all that is of God, A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench. 

    JTYes. He is not marked by destruction or by overthrowing. 

    RemI thought too, there might be a tendency to be occupied only with the evil in another; but in christianity you take account of the good first. 

    JTYes. So that if Ephraim envies Judah, Judah does not vex Ephraim. We must not vex the elder brethren. 

    RemIs it not the principle that a soft answer turneth away wrath? It seems to be distinctly manifested here on the part of Gideon. 

    JTIt is a very fine example of it. You have in the first instance the grace of the brother recognising the original leader with all due consideration; and secondly, he refers to some that had been killed  those were not Ephraimites, they were his brethren. Chapter 8: 18, 19 brings in the true brethren of Gideon. The Ephraimites, although brethren, were not exactly sons of his mother. The defect invariably lies in the mother, in the want of a good mother. We have all got the same status; Ephraim had the same status as Gideon, that is to say, they were all Israelites  they were all brethren on the fathers side, but they did not have the same mother. There are many of us who do not show a good motherly influence; it is the mother that gives the character. The mother does not give the status; the father gives the status. 

    RemWe all have a good mother! 

    JTWe have. Our mother is Jerusalem above. But then, do we recognise that mother and take character from her? Gideon does not say, They are the sons of my father; he says, They are the sons of my mother. It is not said they were the sons of Joash. They were the sons of his mother, and yet she is not mentioned by name. It was sufficient to say that she was his mother. 

    RemThat touches the question of being freeborn. 

    JTYes. It really suggests that we are in the good of sonship. The mother in this dispensation is the system that God is allied with  that He is in covenant with. It is an allusion to marriage in Galatians. We know that He is not in covenant with the old legal system any longer, He is in relation now with a heavenly system of things. 

    QuesDo you think that this is why in Galatians Paul says, I would they were even cut off which trouble you? 

    JTThose men that troubled them would take away the mother influence  the heavenly influence would be cut off. 

    RemResembling the children of a king  is that status or character? 

    JTThat would be status. They were like Gideon  all of them as the children of a king; that would be their dignity. But their character was from the mother. 

    RemThat is a very interesting point, as to the father and mother, because it would be borne out by what the apostle says to the Thessalonians, that he was gentle among them as a nurse cherishes her own children. It was the way in which he conducted himself towards them in affection; he counted on them taking that character. But further on, he takes the place of a father, and there it is connected with the kingdom and their calling. 

    JTYes, I think he had to do the part of a father and mother, and the thought is that of a nursing father  only married people understand that. It is a man who has to do the part of a mother. It is in that way, I think, the apostle treated the Thessalonians as babes. It is the only epistle in which the saints are said to be in God the Father  it is a very remarkable statement. The mother side is not in view. They are in God the Father, and Paul likens himself to a nurse; but then a nurse is not a mother. But he was also a nursing father: he had the fatherly affections. It is where the saints are in the light of the heavenly calling of the assembly that the mother comes into view, it is the heavenly calling and place of the assembly that brings in the mother character. 

    QuesDo you mean that the tenderness and affection that are in the mother have to be in each as a brother? 

    JTYes. The motherly influence forms the character, and then the next thing, one would notice, is that you get the best children in large families. If you have only one child, he is at a very great disadvantage, he never learns to be a brother or a sister. Now, God sees that, so that christianity is seen in children and in sons. It is not in a child or a son. It is in children or in sons, because you must have children to produce family affections. 

    QuesWould you say that the greatest part of our education is in relation to the brotherly spirit? 

    JTYes. It is in connection with the saints in that light, that we are formed for eternity. What Mark teaches is for time. Workmanship is for time, but the family relations and affections are not for time only  they are for eternity. So in that way John is the greatest gospel. What goes on now in our relations with one another as brethren, is for eternity. The nearest thing to heaven is the circle of the brethren  it is in principle, heaven; it is not very far off from heaven. The idea is that the Fathers house is a family sphere. It is where the affections of Christ as Head flow out; and then they flow out toward one another. They become active in that way toward one another. 

    RemThe ones that appropriate the good mother are the ones that come to be slain first. 

    JTIt appears so here. The Ephraimites were not slain; those that were slain were those that were like Gideon. Another point seen here is that they were all like the children of a king  they were all like him, which shows there is a similarity in the family; there is a family likeness, and it is very strong. The Lord, in a way, is Head of the family. He is the Son, and there are many sons. 

    RemAs in Corinthians  conformed to the same image? 

    JTYes, that is the principle, We ... are changed into the same image. I think the emphasis is on the same. We are like one another. 

    QuesWhom do Zebah and Zalmunna represent? 

    JTThey are evidently representatives of a bad spirit, men that can slay children of this type  children of a king. Great beauty shone in these persons whom they slew, and their death follows that. Had they spared these brethren, they, in turn, would have been spared! In other words, they represent the spirit that is in opposition to the brethren. According to Johns epistle there is a certain spirit of opposition to the children of God; it is the spirit really that is seen in Cain  the family of Cain; it is the spirit of opposition to the divine generation, and God can never excuse that. They have both seen and hated both me and my Father. It was in that order of generation. If the world hate you, 

    know that it has hated me before you, John 15: 18. That generation is hated. It is a spirit that hates, persecutes, and slays that generation. The nations are judged according to the way they treat the brethren (Matthew 25). It is a serious thing to persecute one on account of his brotherly spirit, in fact, it is an unpardonable thing in the sight of God. It denotes a Satanic spirit, We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. Instead of hating them we love them. 

    RemIt is a sort of test in that way. 

    JTYes, it is. Instead of coming into judgment you have the testimony that you have passed from death into life, because you love the brethren. 

    QuesDo you think they were right in asking Gideon to rule over them? 

    JTI was just going to call attention to that; we have there another trait of a brother. They were not right in doing so, because it would have brought in the Midianite snare again if they had set up a ruler. What you see in Gideon is that he is a true brother; he was true to the dispensation  God was King over them. So that no brother would rule over the saints in that sense. Paul says, Not that we rule over your faith, but are fellow-workmen of your joy; that is how the greatest brother looked on the saints. The men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy sons son also. They were making provision for a long time! But Gideon said, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: Jehovah will rule over you. That is very fine. That is one of the finest traits of a brother. What an opportunity he had! 

    RemThe spirit of a brother is more the character of a preserver and a guider than a ruler. 

    JTQuite so; he would do his best for the brethren. 

    RemRuling hardly comes in in that relationship. 

    JTNo. The triumph is that a man is so entirely free from his natural aspirations that, on such an opportunity as this for their gratification, he declines it absolutely. 

    RemYou were referring to Acts 20. Paul finishes his address by commending them to God and to the word of His grace. 

    JTYes. He guards them against clericalism by saying Remember the words ... It is more blessed to give than to receive. Gideon would be a giver, not a receiver; though, alas! he fails later in the chapter; but we may pass over that, for all the types fail. 

    QuesWhat is the thought here in Jether being afraid to draw his sword? 

    JTHe was the first-born. He came short, like the first bullock. He was not up to the mark. He was unable to slay the two kings. 

    QuesWould you say what a brother does when he sets up an ephod? 

    JTI do not know. While Gideon shone in his refusal to become a ruler he failed religiously. That is, he set up something in his house that ultimately became a snare to the people. It was of a religious character. I think one might fail on that line  in making oneself a centre religiously without assuming to be a ruler. 

    RemI thought the general bearing of the chapters is that we are always in danger. However much Gideon had been helped in the past, he was in danger at the end. 

    JTYou are never out of danger while you are here, even the most special servant. It is a very searching thought. The Spirit of God is pleased to record this one thing that reflects on the character of Gideon; but on the whole he was a faithful man, in fact, he becomes a test to Israel  they did not remember him at the end of the chapter. 

    RemIf we had the testimony before us we would be preserved. Would you say in a word, what the testimony is? 

    JTI do not know of a better way of putting it than Mark who says: The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is a remarkable thing that instead of saying, The beginning of Jesus Christ, as if of something that would speak of the Lord Himself, he says, Beginning of the glad tidings, showing that the point he had in his mind was the glad tidings, and how they were to be promulgated at the beginning. Now, I think it is clear that the glad tidings are the testimony; of course, the Lord is the personification of them. He refers to them in that way as the great thoughts of God, but then it would be the glad tidings as including all the divine thoughts for man effected in Christ. 

    QuesWhy this desire on the part of the people to make Gideon a ruler? 

    JTThere is always that desire with us. It is a sort of latent desire that shows itself constantly, because if you place a man in a position of ruler it relieves you from exercise. We do not like exercise or responsibility; we like it in our business but we do not like it religiously. Now, the book of Revelation is only addressed to people who feel their responsibility. If we do not accept our responsibility the book is not addressed to us; it is addressed to the angel  the responsible element. 

    RemI was thinking of the bramble  it did not refuse the honour that was put on it; all the other trees refused the honour. 

    JTThat is the next chapter; it is most striking. Abimelech comes in in the next chapter. He is the antichrist. He is the opposite of Gideon. Instead of refusing to rule over his brethren, he slays them. He slays seventy of his fathers sons; that is the spirit of antichrist. And then he is shown up by Jotham who likens him to the bramble-bush, the only bush that would accept the throne; it is a worthless bush, the bramble. Any man who covets in the Lords things is only a thorn-bush, he does not bear any fruit. The other trees declined, saying, I am not going to leave the position which God has assigned me, and in which I am useful. It is remarkable how the disposition to make a ruler  to place someone over us  is constantly found. It is simply that we do not want the responsibility ourselves; we want to pass it over to somebody else. 

    RemThat would be to bring in the clerical spirit again. 

    JTYes, it makes room for it and it feeds it. The idea of being a member of a congregation in christianity is not found. It is found in the Old Testament. 

    RemThey were not prepared for the exercise. A ruler would invariably take the wrong way. 

    JTWell, the one we appoint would. 

    QuesWould you say a ruler is control by power, but the brother sets forth affection? 

    JTYes, I think so, I think a brother retains his place, so that he can be free to exercise his affections. 

    RemI was thinking of John and Peter. It seems that John had the secret of the Lord. As a brother John is the model, and, having the secrets of the Lord, he could tell Peter. 

    JTYes, he calls himself their brother and companion in tribulation. 

    RemThough Gideon refused to be a ruler, he was a leader and he made suggestions to Ephraim that Ephraim followed. 

    JTYes, I would say so. 
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    Judges 9

    Abimelech is not presented to us as one who delivered Israel, but as representing a principle that has been very much in evidence among the people of God. Like Diotrephes in the New Testament, he seems to be governed by the one desire to be prominent and to rule. He entirely lacked the brotherly spirit; he was so lacking in it that he slew all his brethren. We do not see in Abimelech a single spiritual feature from the beginning of his course to the end; so he is a warning rather than an example. 

    He is a great contrast to Gideon. Gideon in the main was marked by spiritual features, he failed at the end of his course, which is a solemn warning to us. But in the main he was marked by spiritual features, just the opposite to Abimelech; Gideon would not rule over Israel; he was small in his own eyes, and least in his fathers house. He was consciously small and not wanting prominence. He only accepted the place of deliverer because it was thrust on him in the sovereignty of God. 

    Abimelechs origin resulted from an unspiritual connection on the part of Gideon. It is often Satans way of working. Gideon had formed a connection that was not spiritual, like Abraham taking Hagar, and the result is that something comes in contrary to the mind of God. 

    Shechem had good features as well as bad. It is the place where Jacob buried his false gods. It is solemn to think that a place that had such good features should come to be marked by idolatry, and the setting up of a man like Abimelech to be king. It was the place of decision, where Joshua and the people made a covenant. So it is most solemn that this is the place where Baal-Berith, meaning lord of covenant, was set up; it was a terrible imitation of what God is. 

    We do not see a single divine or spiritual feature in Abimelech. He comes in as a place-seeker, and a power-seeker, and he is prepared to sacrifice and destroy anything that would hinder his getting a place. The result is nothing but contention and trouble, and it ends in Abimelech destroying the people, and the people destroying him. It ends in a terrible way in the government of God. That has often happened in the history of the people of God  men seeking a place, and that is largely the cause of the confusion and departure from God which has marked the Christian profession. The great value of this chapter is that God points out to us what will deliver us entirely from that spirit. Seeking place, prominence, rule and power  that spirit is worthless for God. It is the bramble bush, and it bears no fruit that is acceptable to God. But in contrast to that we have wonderful instruction in what has value, and will deliver us from being brambles. None of us want to be brambles, but to escape we must be olive trees, fig trees and vines. 

    Jotham represents the faithful remnant. He was the last survivor of Gideons sons; he could give a clear and decided testimony against dominant evil. The men of Shechem had no regard for Jehovah or for Gideon. Abimelech does not present himself to them as the son of Gideon, but as your bone, and your flesh; he took character from his mother, just as Ishmael did. We very soon forget what God has done for us. The children of Israel remembered not Jehovah their God, who had delivered them out of the hand of all their enemies on every side. And they showed no kindness to the house of Jerubbaal-Gideon, according to all the good that he had done to Israel, chapter 8: 34,35. 

    The three trees  olive, fig and vine  are very often used in Scripture as representing Gods fruitful people; they represent the features that God would have mark the saints. In Romans the olive represents the promises which had been given to Abraham. It represents the saints as deriving everything from God. God is the source of everything; that is the thought in the olive tree. The plain instruction is that it is not trees that have any value that want to reign, but worthless trees, the bramble, the thorn-bush. If I want to be somebody amongst the brethren, it only proves I am a bramble. It is well to take that to heart. We are to have the features of the olive, the fig and the vine; if we had, it would never come into our minds to want the place of rule, or prominence amongst the people of God. It is too far beneath us; it might do for the bramble, but not for the olive, the fig, or the vine; they cannot come down to such degradation as that. All three trees are standing figures of fruitfulness. 

    The thought of the olive is deriving all from God. The psalmist says, But as for me, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I will confide in the lovingkindness of God for ever and ever, Psalm 52:8. The olive tree planted in the house of God would derive everything from God, and it flourishes. The saint who is an olive tree trusts in the lovingkindness of God for ever; he derives everything from God. To such a one a place of prominence or rule would be beneath him. If you are on the line of deriving from God, the measure of what you have surpasses everything you could mark out for yourself. It would surpass the most wonderful position you could ever have. A simple believer who is drawing all from God Himself, and is enjoying the fatness that is the substance of divine promise in the power of the Holy Spirit, could not entertain for a moment the thought of changing places with any other, however exalted he might be. It would be a degradation, not an exaltation. The olive is too fat to come down to it. It searches us out, because the devil does not always offer us big things, but he may lead us to desire some sort of place in a small way. 

    The fulness of the blessing which God has conferred on us in Christ Jesus would take all the conceit out of us. There is nothing to aspire to, there is nothing greater than what I have. That is the wonderful place in which the saint is put, he has nothing to aspire to, he has what is greater than the whole world. He has fatness  all the fatness of Gods house. They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures, Psalm 36:8. What is there for a man who is abundantly satisfied? There is nothing to offer him. Paul spoke of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, Philippians 3:8. He had the best thing possible. Where is the saint who would like to be a worldly king? There is not a saint on earth but would shrink from it. But how easy it is to want some place amongst the brethren! Many a man has come to grief on that line. 

    Jothams parable shows how God would set His people up in superiority to every form of ambition. The olive tree would represent the spiritual man; he only can enjoy the blessing of God. It is said in Romans 11 that the root is holy, because it is of promise; it is altogether of God. If the root is holy, the branches must be. There is nothing more holy than the presence of the Spirit in the saints; that is what makes the saints holy persons. 

    The spirit of service would correct the desire to be great. The Lord says, I am in the midst of you as the one that serves, Luke 22:27. It should be a great desire with every one of us to serve the brethren, to yield some oil for the brethren. If I could render the brethren some little service, that is something. If I could yield something spiritual to the brethren it would be a great gratification; but ruling over them is just the opposite. The olive yields that which honours God and men. It does not honour self. If we are olive trees we shall honour God and the brethren; we shall think highly of the brethren, and never think that we are superior to them. The olive tree says, By me they honour God and man. If God gets His place, the brethren will have their place of honour too. It is yielding something; the olive yields, the fig yields, the vine yields. The question is, What am I yielding for the good of the brethren? It is good when a brother comes along and ministers, and you can see the saints faces shine. He is an olive tree; that is the kind of man to imitate. The question is, What are the brethren getting out of me? not, How can I get my way? This spirit is the opposite to the Abimelech spirit, of which christendom is so full. A great deal of the present state of christendom is a result of man wanting a place. The first coming in of it was with Ananias and his wife; they wanted a place among the brethren so as to be thought highly of as devoted people; they told a lie to the Holy Spirit to get a place. Then Simon Magus wanted to buy the power to give the Holy Spirit; he offered money; he wanted a place. 

    Jotham represents the remnant who are in the secret of God and of what has true value with God. It was not possible for him to come out as a rival to Abimelech; he did not think of such a thing. If a man desires to have a place, he always finds the place he desires, but he always ends at the bottom; he gets his skull fractured sooner or later. Jotham indicates the line of blessing on which God can hear us; it is striking that he says, Hearken to me ... that God may hearken to you. This parable of Jotham is the secret of being heard of God. If we are not heard of God we shall not be worth anything; we shall only be brambles. 

    The fig-tree in Scripture comes in on the line of righteousness. Adam and Eve made themselves aprons of fig-leaves to cover themselves; in the language of the type, they attempted to establish their own righteousness. There was no real fruit there, but pretentious leaves. The fig-tree represents Israel as that from which God expected the fruit of righteousness; He expected what was right. The olive-tree rather represents what is spiritual; the fig-tree more what is moral on the line of righteousness. The olive tree represents the saints drawing from God the infinite and everlasting wealth of divine good, filled with fatness flowing thus from the fulness of God Himself, all spiritual enjoyment being in the Holy Spirit. The saint who is conscious of that would consider a position of rule, reigning over the brethren, far beneath him. 

    Nathaniel under the fig-tree had been recognising his own lack of righteous feelings; he had been confessing his own state, and there was no guile left in him; so he was a true Israelite, a true fig-tree himself. 

    In Jeremiah 24 we read of good and bad figs. The bad figs were those who would not submit to the government of God; there were very good and very bad, naughty figs, so vile that they could not be eaten. The good were those who had gone to Babylon; they had submitted to the righteous government of God. The others, who remained in Jerusalem and stuck to the place of privilege and pretension, were vile figs. 

    The fig-tree has sweetness and good fruit. It sets forth the moral line rather than the spiritual. The spiritual has to do with what a man is inwardly, but the fig-tree brings into evidence the moral character and course which the saint follows, and Paul says to the Philippians, being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness which is by Jesus Christ, to Gods glory and praise, Philippians 1:11. That is the line of the fig-tree. In Hebrews 12 we read of the peaceable fruit of righteousness. Righteousness always makes for peace. Why leave the beautiful characteristics of which the epistle to the Philippians speaks, to want to be exalted and think oneself better than ones brethren? My happiness consists in thinking better of the brethren than of myself. 

    I think that everything is exemplified in the Lord. He is the pattern of the olive-tree, the fig-tree, and the vine. He does not appropriate the two former titles, but He says, I am the true vine, John 15: 1. He was really the true olive and fig-tree also. He has a right to rule, and He rules in a day when God has His rights. The question is, Do I want to rule now when neither God nor Christ have their rights? Paul says to the Corinthians, You are reigning as kings, but we are debased to the lowest possible point the offscouring of the world, 1 Corinthians 4:13. 

    Then the vine clearly speaks of joy  wine which gladdeneth the heart of men, Psalm 104:15. Here it is, should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man, and go to wave over the trees? It is connected with joy. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, Galatians 5: 22. There is nothing more to be lamented than the absence of joy among the people of God; 

    they are not choice vines. God wants his people not only to be vines, but choice vines. If so, we shall have joy ourselves and make others happy. Eternal life involves fulness of joy. John says, after speaking of eternal life, these things write we to you that your joy may be full, 1 John 1:4. I have a very feeble idea of how necessary it is to the joy of God that I should be happy. 

    The Lord said, I will no more drink at all of the fruit of the vine until ... I drink it new in the kingdom of God, Mark 14:25. The Lord had spiritual joy of an earthly character in the company of His saints on earth. It was a great joy to Him to have a few hearts around Him who could appreciate Him and give evidence of being characterised by the Fathers teaching, but all that was to be broken up by His death, and He would not resume any earthly joy of that character until He renewed it again in the kingdom, when Gods will will be done on earth as it is in heaven. He had a little taste of it beforehand in the company of His disciples. He had His children: Behold, I and the children which God has given me, Hebrews 2:13. The Lord had a profound joy in the company of His saints, but then His death came in; the Shepherd was smitten, and the flock scattered; all came to an end, but He says that He will have it again in the kingdom of God. 

    Gaius, in Johns third epistle, was a very good example of these trees. He was yielding joy for the brethren, in contrast to the dreadful spirit seen in Diotrephes, which has been the blight and curse of christendom. We are all in danger of this spirit, and Jothams parable is intended to affect us, so that in contrast we are concerned about yielding pleasure for God and man, as portrayed in the olive, the fig-tree and the vine. 
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    THE TREES OF THE LORD ARE SATISFIED (JT 21)

    Psalm 104:13 - 17; Judges 9:7 - 15

    In reading these scriptures, I wish to speak about divine provision; that is, Gods provision for His people, to the end that we might be, as it says here, satisfied spiritually, and, as satisfied, available to Him. The psalm is a very remarkable one, even from the standpoint of the physical creation as we have it, for it brings out the wonderful bountifulness of God. It begins, as you will observe, with blessing by the psalmist. He says, Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty. In saying this the inspired psalmist is about to cover the salient features of the physical creation as we have it, and no one who knows God can fail to be affected as he soberly takes account of the physical creation. The apostle Paul also witnesses to this; he says, The invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead, Romans 1:20. 

    No one who looks into the heavens calmly and soberly, as knowing God, can fail to be affected as the psalmist. And as we survey the earth, teeming as it is with divine bountifulness, in its fruit, as watered by the rain of heaven and covered with ornamentation, which was divinely intended to meet mans eye as God created him, no one can fail to be similarly affected. For you will recall how that in planting the garden (God Himself did that, eastward in Eden ) , He made to grow out of the ground every tree that is pleasant to the sight. Genesis 2:8,9. That is not to be overlooked, it is mentioned before trees yielding food: so that God intended man to be surrounded with evidences of His bounty, both in regard to his eye and his food; and the psalmist had this in his mind, as he ascribed greatness to God. He says, Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty. Psalm 104:1. When at your leisure, you may run down this psalm, you will, I believe, be impressed with what I have spoken of. 

    The psalmist further says, Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment; who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain Psalm 104:2; for in intervening to bring the creation into existence as we have it, light was the first great feature, and so God clothed Himself with it as with a garment. He said, Let there be light, and there was light. Genesis 1:3. He began to operate in the light; God does not operate in the darkness. Satan operates in the darkness; God operates in the light. So he clothed Himself with it as with a garment, and stretched out the heavens like a curtain; for the fruitfulness of the earth as evidencing His bounty should be dependent on the heavens. He commands the waters to recede: The mountains rose, the valleys sank, Psalm 104:8 and he caused the water-brooks to run in the valleys, so that there should be drink for all; and then it says according to the verse we read, He watereth the mountains from his upper chambers. 

    Now, having arrived at this verse, my thought is not to occupy you with what is material or physical, but with what is spiritual. My thought is to show that God brought in the means of satisfaction from His upper chambers. At the outset of creation it would appear that the earth was self-sustaining. When moisture was necessary, A mist, we are told, arose from the earth. Genesis 2:6. There is nothing said about water coming down. The first mention of water coming down is that the windows of heaven were opened in order to let out the waters of the deluge; but that was not blessing. After that we have the idea of heaven, a cloud may come over it, as God said, When I bring a cloud over the earth. Genesis 9:14. From that point onwards we have the divine intent that the earth should be nourished from heaven. I do not know, dear friends, how much we are exercised about looking up into heaven; but the Scriptures are plain that all spiritual nourishment issues from heaven. We have a beautiful touch in Psalm 133:3 The dew of Hermon, which refers, I apprehend, to the mediatorial position of Christ. He has gone far above all heavens; and the dew, the fructifying power of heaven, is caught, as it were, and gathered up by Him and shed down upon the mountains of Zion; that is to say, upon the saints. It descends upon the mountains of Zion just as the precious ointment on Aarons head in the same psalm flows down upon his beard, and down to the skirts of his garments, so that we might be dignified. The dew comes down from Hermon, pointing to His mediatorial position in heaven, consequent upon which all the nourishment of heaven flows down to us. I would I could convey to you how interesting we are to heaven, dear brethren. If one sinner who repents gives joy to heaven, how much joy must one hundred Christians, believers in Christ, who have the Spirit, and who come together in the light of heaven and in the enjoyment of what is there, afford to heaven. I love to think of what we are to heaven, even we ourselves, as gathered here at the present time; and how the Lord would cause the dew to come down upon us so that we might be here satisfied, as it says, He watereth the mountains from his upper chambers; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. God intended that the earth should be satisfied  that it should, as furnished from heaven, be available for fruitfulness. 

    Then the next verse: He causeth the grass to grow for cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth. I just touch on that verse as amplifying what I have been saying, that as we are satisfied we are available to God for His own blessed purposes. One would shudder at the thought of being in this world unavailable to God. Think of the millions of people on the earth at the present moment who are entirely unavailable to their Creator! God intended that Adam should be available to Him. If He set him up in the garden with all its fruitfulness, He intended that he should be available to Him, and so He walked in the garden in the cool of the day; but Adam was not available. It is an immense thought to get into ones soul that the divine intent in leaving us here is that we should be available. But how available? As satisfied. The earth is satisfied, and so it yields. It says, He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth. Now that is a general statement. You see that the earth is available to God, so that He might exhibit His bounty in meeting the need of the cattle and the need of man; but then He must return to man. 

    He is not content to generalise man with the cattle, although man in one sense stands in relation to the animal creation; but he has a unique place with God, and so He returns to man in the next verse and says, Wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine. God never intended the cattle to have wine, nor to be anointed with oil. Man is taken up from the level of the cattle in that he is specially cared for, first by wine to make his heart glad, and secondly by oil to make his face to shine. 

    Now, these two features go a long way in the spiritual constitution of the people of God. We are lifted definitely from the domain of the cattle, as, indeed, the book of Genesis indicates. What one has noticed in regard of man in the creation is that the word create is used more in regard of man than all the other parts of creation combined, God, as it were, anticipating the effort of the enemy to connect man with the cattle. I think the word create is used six times in connection with man. We have the words made and formed but the word create means a wholly new beginning. Thus man is lifted out of the realm of the animal creation. 

    Then again, in chapter 2 of Genesis, we have God specially taking account of man, and breathing into his nostrils the breath of life, so that he is morally connected with God. His spirit is received directly from God; so here his heart is to be gladdened, We are not on the divine plane of availability to God unless our hearts are gladdened; as the Lord said, I will see you again and your heart shall rejoice, John 16:22. I wonder if we know anything about this  being gladdened, as having the Spirit, by the Lord Jesus Himself, and then to have our faces shining. These two things go together. Unless my heart is gladdened, my countenance shall not reflect what is in heaven. The oil is the dignity that marks the man who is satisfied spiritually. He is not seeking after the things of this world; he is independent of them. He is satisfied with Christ and the things of Christ. The divine wine that God affords him gladdens his heart. What could you give him to add to that? The joy that this world pretends to afford is as nothing in his eyes. 

    I speak to the young people here. There never was a time when the enemy was more active in offering temptations. Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God 2 Timothy 3:4 is a word for the moment. Satan knows that men are lovers of pleasure, hence the weight of the intellect and all the powers of man are laid under tribute to provide the means of producing pleasure for the poor worldlings; whereas God would gladden your heart by wine. Wine is just a figure of what stimulates spiritually. There are special seasons of stimulation; special seasons in which the Spirit of God moves; as the saints come together their hearts are moved and stimulated. But we must not rely on these seasons, though they greatly aid us. The divine thought is continual joy in the Holy Spirit. The wine is always available. 

    But if one is to be supported he must eat the bread. So you will observe that in verse 15 you have bread for man. The psalmist says, bread which strengthens mans heart. If one is to be maintained in gladness of heart before God, and with a shining countenance, he must not only drink, but eat. The wine is for drink, the oil is external for honour, but bread is the staff of life. It is Christ as come from heaven, beloved. It is not the product of mans best wit and ability. Satan seeks to substitute for it the novel and all that goes with that, and the young seek to live on them; but they are husks. The bread comes from heaven. The bread of God, said the Lord Jesus, is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. The bread withal, He says, which I shall give is my flesh. Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life, John 6:54. 

    It is the knowledge of that great underlying principle of eternal life in the soul that sustains one day in and day out throughout the whole year  winter and summer. It sustains one before God. It is not simply that I have it now by faith. I eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink His blood, and so I enjoy it. It is that by which my constitution is built up and sustained  the bread of God which came down from heaven. So He gives the bread to strengthen mans heart. It is a peculiar suggestion that our hearts need to be strengthened, and they are strengthened by the bread of God which came down from heaven. 

    You see, dear brethren, the trees of the Lord are satisfied. You can understand as it goes on to say, The trees of the Lord are full of sap, or satisfied. It is not now the earth  the general thought  but the trees. Trees are used, as I have been remarking, for fruit; but they are also used for an ornament for the eye; and God intends that His people individually should understand that as satisfied they are to stand out in dignity in this world. I take it that the tree here represents a Christian  he is satisfied. It goes on to say, The cedars of Lebanon which he hath planted. That is to say, trees of the most exalted character. 

    The cedars of Lebanon in the Scripture stand for men viewed in their most exalted character. It was the timber employed in the building of the temple; it refers to human dignity. How can we get human dignity save by feeding on what comes down from heaven, the place of dignity? Heaven is the home of dignity. Jesus brought the idea down here, and maintained it in all circumstances; and the divine thought is that we should correspond; thus the believer is to stand out independent of the world, and grow in dignity; that is to say, dignity according to God. It works out by his being nothing before men, and being content to be that. 

    How can I be content with nothingness (as Paul said, we are made as the filth of the world, and are the off-scouring of all things 1 Corinthians 4:13) aside from being satisfied spiritually  aside from knowing my place with God? As Paul says again, I knew a man in Christ. 2 Corinthians 12:2. Think of the underlying power in his soul by the knowledge he had of his place with God, in that he was caught up to the third heaven. He says, 

    I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven ... caught up into paradise, 2 Corinthians 12:2 - 4. That is supreme exaltation  spiritual elevation. Think how that underlay all his movements in this world! All that man could do to him could never take away that fact that he was a man in Christ. He was satisfied. 

    In this passage the trees have become available, so that it says, Where the birds make their nests; as for the stork, the fir trees are her house (verse 17). We must not confuse this passage with what we have in the New Testament, where the grain of mustard seed grows into a huge tree; that is abnormal. The mustard seed was never intended to be a tree. The tree refers to the huge Romish system that has grown up; in which the fowls of the air roost. Rome is said to be the cage of every foul and hateful bird. Revelation 18:2. A cage is not a nest, a house or a home; it is a prison. However foul a man might be in Rome, he is under restrictions. If he is an infidel he has to keep silent about it. Not that there are no infidels amongst them. He is under iron-bound restrictions, else he has to get out. Whereas in Protestantism, you have the birds roosting, which I apprehend means that they go in and out as they please. A bird roosts at its pleasure and moves away at its pleasure. That, I apprehend, is Protestantism; it is a place of licence for man religiously. He can hold what he pleases, and do what he pleases; that is what things have come to. So let us understand, dear brethren, that this passage has no relation to that. 

    This passage has reference to Gods bounty; He would provide a nesting-place and a house. That is what the trees of Lebanon are; they are satisfied; 

    they are useful for many things, and they afford a place for birds which need protection as Gods creatures. It is a mark of Gods order of things. Then again, the stork, which, perhaps, would not be considered of much account, has not only a nest, she has a house in the firs. The firs are evergreen; that is, they represent that which stands in all weathers  the energy of life. I am like a green fir tree, Hosea 14:8. They afford a house, as it says, As for the stork, the fir trees are her house. 

    Well now, dear brethren, to come to the book of Judges, just for a moment. You see the passage just enlarges on what I have been saying. Three species of trees are mentioned in the passage read. Nothing tests us more than to be offered a crown, even if it be a leader in a small meeting. There is nothing tests the flesh more than the offer of a crown  the place of a king. It is the aim and goal of all politicians and statesmen, and it is brought in here, as I apprehend, to test us  to bring out what is of God in His people. The trees that are mentioned  the olive, the fig and the vine  represent Christians who are satisfied, and who know their functions. They know that they are valuable to God, available and useful; and they refuse to leave their positions, their places, even though it be to rule over the saints. It is indeed a sort of comment on the whole book of Judges. 

    Gideon, I think, represents the spirit that God approves in the book of Judges. When his brethren in Israel offer him the throne, he says, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you, Judges 8:23. That was Gideon, and Jotham was Gideons son. He was the remnant. The spirit of antichrist in Abimelech had slain his brethren. Jotham was the remnant, and he expresses in his parable here the spirit of his father. Gideon had declined to rule over Israel, 

    and Jotham pointed out in this remarkable parable that anyone who accepts a proffered crown that belongs to God alone  is but a bramble  he is worthless. 

    The olive said, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? It would not leave the exercise of its functions to rule over the trees. The fig tree said, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit? And the vine says, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man? Think of a function like that! and yet it is within the range of everyone of us to gladden the heart of God and the hearts of our brethren. I often think of the Lord as an example in that way: Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord. John 20:20. One wonders whether one makes glad the people of God when they see him. It is a test, whether it be in ones local meeting, or generally. Do I make glad the hearts of my brethren? Do I make glad the heart of God and the heart of man? The fruit of the vine is to do these two things  to make glad the heart of God and the heart of man; hence the vine says, No, I will not leave that. 

    What can be a greater service at any time than to minister gladness to the heart of God and to the heart of man? So the vine declines to rule over the trees. If I am spiritual  if I understand these things  if I am satisfied with the provision of heaven, I will not wish to rule over the brethren, but rather to be a fellow-helper of their joy; to be among them as one of them, however gifted or intelligent; to be among them as a brother, as a fellow-helper of their joy. You see in the bramble the opposite of all this. Jotham goes on to say in verse 15, And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow; and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon. 

    Now, look at that! See what one is capable of who thinks only of his personal prominence amongst the people of God! I knew a person, well-known amongst the saints, who said he would write a certain book and publish it, although it involved that the saints should be split in pieces. Think of that! Think of where one gets who seeks his glory, his prominence amongst the people of God! So the bramble says, If not, let fire come out and devour the cedars of Lebanon. Think of what the cedars of Lebanon are to God spiritually! And yet I, for the sake of my prominence amongst the people of God, would destroy them; as the apostle said, And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 1 Corinthians 8:11. Consider how serious it is to damage in any way the saints of God. Rather, as following the example set by the Lord, you will die for them. 

    Well now, what suffices us here is being satisfied spiritually; partaking of the provision of heaven; understanding the place I have in heaven as a man in Christ, and that my function for the moment is to be here for the will of God  to serve my own generation according to the will of God, and leave all glory, present or future, in His hands. May God bless the word to us. Amen. 
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    THE SERVICE OF GOD IN A REMNANT (JT 38)

    Judges 9: 7 - 13; 1 Samuel 23: 6 - 12; Leviticus 10: 12 - 15

    JTIt will be observed that in each of these scriptures, we have one person or persons spoken of whose relatives have just been slain. The whole family of Jothams father had just been slain ruthlessly; Abiathars father and family had just been slain similarly; and Nadab and Abihu, the priestly sons of Aaron, had been slain by Jehovah. There is that link between these scriptures; and then there is the teaching in Leviticus 10: 12 - 15 leading up to priesthood, so as to ensure that those who have part in the service of God should function according to what He may have designed for them. Jothams remarks have that in mind, that we are to function according to what God has intended for us; and in functioning, to be conscious that we are according to what God intended us to be, refusing to be influenced otherwise. Then, in the case of Abiathar, we have an allusion to priesthood as governed by the directions intended for it, the ephod being the priestly garment that denotes what is required by God in His priests. Then, finally, in the priests that were left  for it is a remnant in each case  the food that sustains them in freedom from what is natural. Those are the thoughts I had, and the Lord may use them to help us. 

    LDMIs your thought that there is a remnant in keeping with the present day? 

    JTYes. In Jothams case, the family of his father had been ruthlessly slain, and so with Abiathar; but with Jotham we see superiority to the circumstances, that he is not under the power of them. He is on the top of mount Gerizim, that is in victory. He is not occupied with the calamity, nor with the fact that he was the only one left; he makes no allusion to that, but to what should continue for the service of God and man. 

    FJFIs your thought that things should go on just as though there had been no failure? 

    JTYes. Whilst feeling things, we are occupied with what is to continue, according to divine appointment; that is not to be interfered with. There is no disaster from Gods side, there is that which continues according to His appointment. The olive tree, the fig tree, and the vine think only of functioning, and refuse to be influenced otherwise. 

    DLHSo that in priestly power we are to rise above what is natural and what would naturally affect us. 

    JTThat is what stamps the three passages. The Lord Himself alludes to this passage in Samuel, and calls Abiathar the high priest; in the section of Abiathar the high priest, Mark 2:26. We should view the section from that standpoint; and so the suggestion is, that in such apparently calamitous circumstances there is to be no diminution of priestly intelligence and order. 

    PLWe get it in the scripture: Ye are sons of Jehovah your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for a dead person. For thou art a holy people unto Jehovah thy God, Deuteronomy 14: 1, 2. 

    JTThat is another passage that corresponds. Abiathar the high priest, the Lord calls him, and our attention is therefore directed to priesthood of the highest order. He is alluded to here as having brought the ephod with him; 1 Samuel 23: 6. 

    QuesWould not the history of Abimelech show that what is not by divine appointment cannot last long? I was thinking of it in contrast to the fruitfulness of the olive, and the fig, and the vine. A history like Abimelechs might cause much in the way of tears amongst the saints, but faith would be comforted that it can only last a short time. 

    JTThat is what the passage would teach. Alluding to him in verse 14 it is said, Then said all the trees to the thorn-bush, Come thou, reign over us. And the thorn-bush said to the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, come, put confidence in my shadow; but if not, fire shall come out of the thorn-bush and devour the cedars of Lebanon. Abimelechs conduct brought him quickly to an end. There was no substance there; no honour for God  a little for himself, perhaps, in his own way of thinking, but none for God and none for men. 

    QuesWhat would the trees represent in our day? 

    JTThe olive represents the believer honouring God instead of having himself before him  honouring God and man. You think of God and of your brethren in your service, instead of thinking of yourself. 

    NKMIs that true fatness according to God? It says, Should I leave my fatness? 

    JTThen Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked, Deuteronomy 32:15  he became rebellious, but the olive retains its place, and refuses to be influenced otherwise. Although prospering, the believer is thinking of God, and men  for you do not ignore the brethren; they are in view. 

    FWKIs that why Jotham stands on mount Gerizim, and not on mount Ebal? 

    JTYes, it is the mount of blessing. The position denotes superiority to the circumstances, that he is occupied not with himself, or like Elijah, saying, I am left, I alone 1 Kings 19:10. That was a poor thing, he was in the wilderness on the way to Horeb, a man giving up his service. Jotham has no thought like that! The service of God is to go on as heretofore. 

    PLSo that the one who says, I am like a green olive-tree in the house of God, immediately says I will praise thee for ever, and then, I will wait on thy name, before thy godly ones, for it is good, Psalm 52:8, 9. Is that honouring God and man? 

    JTThat is very good. There are those who may say that they are thinking only of God, but we must think of the brethren also in our service, for we are their servants too. It is much easier to say that I am a servant of God, than to say I am a servant of the brethren. 

    LDMIt is not only a question as to functioning, but whether we are functioning according to God. 

    JTAccording to Gods design or intention. Jothams remarks would show that no calamity interferes with that, but that Gods service goes on. 

    ELMWould you see the same thing with Paul in Romans 11? There was breakdown, the people cast away, but the root and the fatness of the olive tree were there, which he would draw upon? 

    JTYou mean it was carried on by the Gentiles? In any little service that is going on today, that is the public testimony; we are partaking of the root and the fatness of the olive tree. That is, Gods service goes on. He has appointed that the gentiles should come in, and we are not assuming anything, but are carrying on on those lines in a public way, hoping that there is some fruit. 

    ELMI wondered whether the breakdown in the two sons of Aaron would be the result of their not feeding on that food. 

    JTWe shall come to that, but what a food indeed, to sustain us in the priesthood! We are to continue, according to Romans 11, to stand by faith, to continue in Gods goodness on that principle. Jotham represents the superiority of those who might be overwhelmed with calamity. He is on the top of mount Gerizim, and, whilst he points out the end of Abimelech, he is occupied with what is for God in blessing, which is the mark of our dispensation. Things are to go on, as the Lord said; He told His disciples He would meet them in Galilee, and He came up to them, it says, but some doubted. Then He says, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth, Matthew 28:18. He is not hindered by the unbelief of some, but just goes on, and enjoins them to baptise and make disciples of all the nations  a very positive thing. Jothams position and remarks show that there is no cessation of the service of God; God is to be honoured and cheered, and man is to be honoured and cheered. 

    RemThere is not much for God in simply waving over the trees. 

    JTNothing at all. It is just the ambition of the flesh to rule, as we see it around today in christendom. Man really would wave over the trees, but there is nothing for God in that. The passage would teach us that, and preserve us from any thought of ruling amongst the brethren. 

    NKMWould there be feelings according to God in what Jotham says, and in the way he says it? It says, he ... lifted up his voice, and cried: would that indicate right feelings? Then, does he speak with authority? Hearken to me, ye citizens of Shechem, that God may hearken to you. Would that enter into his service? 

    JTHe really inherits his fathers spirit. His father had experienced his brethren being slain; Judges 8:19. These are things that we ought to take note of  the enemys power in slaying, whether it be ones brethren or ones sons. Gideons brethren were slain, and now Jothams brethren are slain; that is, we have to accept that sort of thing, but still we must go on, and go on in what is positive. That is, God has His means of going on, and that is what He asserts. 

    JOSWould 1 Corinthians 4 bear on this subject? Paul speaks to the Corinthians of their reigning as kings without us, and then he speaks of the extreme sufferings that he endured, and then how things were carried on: For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power, 1 Corinthians 4:20. 

    JTThe apostle has no thought of giving up, nor has he the slightest intention of copying what they were doing; they were reigning as kings. He said, I would that ye reigned 1 Corinthians 4:8, but in the true sense, which would be a millennial thought in the kingdom. He says, God has set us the apostles for the last, as appointed to death ... . To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, 1 Corinthians 4: 8,11. But then, see the fruitfulness there was for God and for man! The apostles themselves are the best evidence you can get of that principle of honouring God and man. You see the spiritual fatness of the apostle in his second letter to the Corinthians, and all to the end that God might be honoured; and yet that man also might be honoured, for they were not ready to honour the poor man that had sinned. The time had come to honour him, for after all, a leper is to be restored and beautified and dignified, according to the type of the cleansing of leprosy, in Leviticus 14. The Corinthians were not ready for that, but Paul was  that the man should be restored; 2 Corinthians 2:7. 

    QuesIs it significant that, when supremacy over the trees is in view, Jotham twice puts God first: God and man? 

    JTThat is a word for us at this present time. Our brethren have been slain, and we may expect that, but the service of God must go on. We may say, Where is the means for it? Where are those to carry on? But Jotham has no question about that at all. It is going on, and it goes on on this principle that each retains the place that God assigns to him and fits him for. God has thought out everything, and made preparation for every contingency right to the end, and it works out in each functioning according to the divine thought of him. If each functions according to what God intends him to do, the service of God will go on. 

    FJFSo would the scripture in James come in there, that man should reflect God and be His image: made after the likeness of God, James 3:9? Is it so that if each one is drawing from the fatness of the olive, there will be something of God seen about him? 

    JTThat is right, and the womans place also in 1 Corinthians is made very plain. The order of God is plainly marked out for us: But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but womans head is the man, and the Christs head God, 1 Corinthians 11:3. All are to function, each in his place according to divine appointment. 

    DLHThere is a scripture that has struck me very forcibly of late in 1 Corinthians 12, that every member of the body is necessary. Each one is necessary and should function according to the place in which we are set in the body, whatever it is  sisters as well as brothers; 1 Corinthians 12:18. 

    JTSo that you have the organism maintained in that way in the priest; and, as regards gift, it is said, God has set certain in the assembly (1 Corinthians 12:28), not in the body. The organism goes on in each one functioning in his place in the organism; but the gifts are set in the assembly, that is, they are the same persons, but the saints viewed as an assembly. 

    DLHWhat I have noticed in ones own local meeting is, that a good many of the dear saints of God come and take their place in the meeting rather as expecting that other people will do something, than that they should function themselves; whereas I suppose each one ought to bring his or her spiritual quota to the meeting, which would certainly be filled up by those who were spiritual. Do you go with that? 

    JTI do, indeed . You find in regard to gifts, that many complain they do not get visits from those who are gifted, and overlook that the principle is, what hast thou in the house? 2 Kings 4:2 What are you doing with what you have? Then, another thing  indeed, it comes out here in Abimelech, he bases his claim to leadership on his relations with the citizens of Shechem. That is, he is making gift, as we may say, a sectional matter, and a matter of natural family links, whereas God sets the gifts in the assembly  never in a locality, never in a country, always in the assembly. It is a matter to be noted, because we are apt to think more of persons who are gifted because they are in our locality, than we do of those who are not, but to be truly assembly men and women we should regard them as in the assembly, wherever they may be geographically. That is where Abimelech and the citizens of Shechem failed. Jotham is concerned about the fact  at least, in his remarks it is implied  that there is the olive tree, and the fig tree, and the vine, Gods creatures intended for a certain specific purpose, and each of them says, I am not going to be influenced away from that. 

    JHTIt is said of Jotham that he was the youngest son of Gideon: would that correspond with the little power in Philadelphia in which things are continued? Then the reward to the overcomer as having honoured God is, I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name, Revelation 3:12? 

    JTThat is confirmed by the allusion to little Benjamin, and he who is their ruler without aspiring to it. 

    PLSo If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place (Ecclesiastes 10:4)  is that what these trees do? 

    JTEach retained his place, which was a profitable one. That is the point to notice, that each is functioning profitably, first for God, and then for men. 

    LMDoes not Malachi raise this question in a broken day? If then I be a father, where is mine honour? (Malachi 1:6); and then, Will a man rob God? (Malachi 3:8), and then God shows how He would spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him, Malachi 3:17. Would the prophetic word encourage us to go on in the service in a broken day? 

    JTQuite so. 

    PLSo that in the presence of brethren who are morally slain, as in the division under Jeroboam, you get the answer of Abijah, But as for us, Jehovah is our God, and we have not forsaken him; and the priests that serve Jehovah are the sons of Aaron, and the Levites are at their work (2 Chronicles 13:10), and then at the end, we have God with us at our head, and his priests, and the loud-sounding trumpets to sound an alarm, 2 Chronicles 13:12. 

    JTYou see it carried forward in Josiahs day in a striking way. It says that the king stood in his place, and the priests were in their place, and the Levites and the singers. These are suggestions, if we carry them out and observe them, that the service of God will go on whoever may be removed or fail. 

    QuesIs it significant that in verse 21 it says that Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt there? Is it not the faithfulness of God that will sustain us all in times of difficulty? The thought of the well comes in early in the Scriptures, and at Beersheba you learn the faithfulness of God. 

    JTYou learn it at Beersheba, but Beer is just the well, the refreshment that you stand by and which will keep you fresh. 

    Now Abiathar, being a remnant of the priests, bringing the ephod is very remarkable, that the priesthood is to go on according to God, and not to be reduced in its quality, but maintained at the height of Exodus 28. David had been exercising the priesthood without the ephod, and God heard him, too, before Abiathar came. In fact, the Lord Jesus says of him that he went into the house of God. He actually did that under terrible pressure  the murderous enmity of Saul. He went into the house of God, and obtained the shewbread, the food for the priests; showing that in his need, as the Lord says, in his hunger he went into the house of God. Our need often sends us into the house, and it is well that it does. He got what he needed, but now he prays to Jehovah, and God answers him, but then he prays by the ephod as soon as it comes to him. 

    That is to say, we are reminded of what is suitable to God; we have recourse to that. 

    EJMcBIs your thought that we are not only to be profitable, but we are to have the liberty of priestly access to God with us in this ephod, in spite of eighty-five persons being killed? 

    JTThat is the thing to note. He brought that with him in his calamity; and that is what the Lord Jesus had in mind in alluding to this. It was in the section of Abiathar the high priest Mark 2:26, doubtless alluding to the priestly service in bringing the ephod, in spite of the calamity, that the service of God must go on on the highest level that God intended for it, according to Exodus 28. You get more about the ephod in 1 and 2 Samuel than anywhere else outside of Exodus, and it is just to show us that in times of public disorder, the service of God must and will go on  and the saints come to it. 

    FJFWould the presence of the ephod suggest that God would come in and answer petitions? 

    JTHe answered the petitions before. That is, God will answer the petition of a christian, however uninstructed he may be, if it is a petition of need. But then, you come again and again, and God says, Well, there is something suitable to Me in all these questionings. I am ready to answer your need, but I want you to understand that I have My order in My house, and it is to your profit that you should know that and keep to it. I believe that is what the ephod means. 

    QuesWhat did you mean when you said that the people of God come to it? 

    JTDavid came to it, and throughout his history he does not lose sight of the ephod. No doubt many of our brethren today get answers from God, but they have no thought of what is suitable to God in the way they approach Him and speak to Him. He answers them, no doubt, but at any time He may raise the question as to order, and what is becoming to Him. 

    NKMWould the ephod have in mind Gods requirements rather than ours? 

    JTIt is a question of Gods requirements. I have two things in mind; there are my needs which God respects, but then there is what God requires; this is what the ephod suggests. 

    DLHDavid put it on on a very remarkable occasion when he conducted the ark to its rest. 

    JTThat is very suggestive, because it was a linen one then, showing that, although he had everything under his hand and could do as he wished, he was marked by sobriety. 

    LDMHe speaks of the way it was done at the first, as not after the due order. 

    JTThe linen would mean that he had been irregular. 

    LDMIs that borne out in Philippians 3, where the apostle says, For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh, Philippians 3:3? 

    JTYes. I think the ephod means priesthood par excellence. There were other priestly garments, but more attached to the ephod than to the others. The onyx stones on the shoulders of the priest, and the breastplate, and the other things were attached to the ephod of the high priest  of Christ Himself. The garment denotes what is priestly, what God requires in His people as they draw near to Him, and no one can disregard this with impunity. We may get answers, but in due time God will raise this question with us. 

    QuesWhat would you say as to the different character of the exercises that turn David to God on those two occasions? 

    JTThe second is the treachery of the citizens of Keilah, persons you have served. That is another matter you have to face. We may serve people, and they may turn against us. The citizens of Keilah would deliver him up. 

    DLHWe have said a good deal about the olive tree, is anything to be said as to the fig tree and the vine? 

    JTThere is a good deal, of course. The fig is sweetness. It comes in between the olive and the vine, and there is a good deal in Scripture about that. The vine is the cheer that God has in His people, and that the saints have too in any one that answers to the vine. What a great thing it is in our day, when everything is so dark outwardly, and broken, that there is some little bit of cheer for God. Of old it was said that He was refreshed. He has cheer in His people, and men have that too. 

    QuesWhy is God not mentioned in relation to the fig tree? 

    JTIt is a general thought that would enter into all that you have in the way of refreshment. The bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother, Philemon 7. For he has often refreshed me, 2 Timothy 1:16. And so the drink offerings of God were to be offered in their place. 

    JHTDoes Peter refresh the Lords heart in the presence of one who would deliver Him up in John 6, when he says to Him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God, John 6:68? 

    JTI am sure he does. It is remarkable that the idea of the drink offering comes in with Jacob. It is in connection with recovered persons. We do not read of it in Genesis 28, but we do in chapter 35:14. 

    NKMWhat have you in mind in the last scripture we read? 

    JTIt was just to call attention to the food that supports the priesthood, in circumstances that might overcome them, bearing in mind that it is still a remnant. It says, And Moses spoke to Aaron, and to Eleazar and to Ithamar, his sons that were left, Take the oblation that is left of Jehovahs offerings by fire, and eat it with unleavened bread beside the altar; for it is most holy, Leviticus 10:12. The oblation is a question of Christs humanity, and they were to eat it beside the altar as most holy. To sustain the priesthood, we have to keep to that food above all other, for it is a question of that kind of Man. The Lord Himself never was overcome by natural influences. Then it says, And ye shall eat, it in a holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons due, of Jehovahs offerings by fire; for so I am commanded. And the breast of the wave-offering, and the shoulder of the heave-offering shall ye eat in a clean place, verses 13,14. That is a wider thought. The holy humanity of Christ is the food sustaining us inside, but there is that which is to be eaten in a clean place, which would be wider. And then, it is thou, and thy sons, and thy daughters with thee. That is the saints viewed as a household, as a family, sons and daughters; we are maintained in the fellowship by this food. 

    QuesWhat does beside the altar suggest? 

    JTIt is a reminder of the lengths to which Christ went. He went into death and suffered. He is seen sacrificially from the outset, as for instance in Johns gospel: Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, John 1:29. That means that He is there sacrificially; He came in in that way to die. 

    FJFWas it their due because of Gods thought concerning them, and they were entitled to it? They do not give up the divine thought. 

    JTIt is put in that way; it is their due. 

    JHTDo the four gospels suggest this kind of food for the saints? 

    JTThey do. The humanity of Christ is seen in each, and John specially stresses the sacrificial side. He has a way of introducing things informally, so that he presents Christ in service before John the baptist was cast into prison. That was the time of Jesus taking up His service, but the apostle John speaks of Him in service before that. 

    FWWWould all this be suggestive of the way in which we should meet crises in our assemblies, when they come along? 

    JTI think so, to keep the balance. We are so easily influenced by things that happen, and it is an important matter to have the right food, so as to be balanced and to stand immune from all natural influences, whatever they may be. 

    FWWYou mentioned at the outset that death had come in in regard of each case; there had been a definite attack of the enemy. Would all this help us as to the way in which we are to meet such a position? 

    JTQuite so; these efforts of the enemy are apt to affect us unduly. If we review the state of things in christendom today it has that tendency. The drift of apostasy is so great that it is calculated to stagger us, but these scriptures ought to teach us that the service of God goes on, whatever happens. 

    FWWI suppose that outwardly the cross was a great disaster according to men, but Gods work went on. 

    JTYou can see that in the two going to Emmaus. It was disaster to them, but they soon became occupied in the service of God; returning to Jerusalem, they found the eleven, and those with them Luke 24:33. They were gathered together, the service going on. 

    RDSIf I will that he abide until I come (John 21:22)  would that apply? 

    JTQuite so; the Lord will have some one. John represents the continuation of the testimony. 

    ELMPutting the three scriptures together, would we find power in them to carry on the service? There is the refusal, suggested in the trees, to exaltation, which the Corinthians fell under the power of; and then, in the second, bringing in the ephod; and the third being nourished by the proper priestly food. Would those things enable us to carry on? 

    JTThat is the point, that the service is to go on. There is no other thought in the mind of God. What these scriptures present guarantees the continuance of the service, and ought to be a great encouragement to us all, especially to young believers. You will notice that the priests daughters are brought in. You cannot have an assembly, according to 1 Corinthians, without sisters. 

    LDMYou get the breast and the shoulder in connection with the clean place: does that suggest how things are carried sympathetically and feelingly in households? 

    JTIt is a question of love and strength. 

    LDMThe testimony is supported by households. 

    JTThat is how the truth stands in connection with Pauls service. One has often said it, and others, but I do not know if it is taken in much, that the sisters are not doing much; matters are too much left to the brothers. I sent before thee, God says, Moses, Aaron, and Miriam Micah 6:4. 

    DLHDoes that not correspond with the words that every member of the body is necessary? 

    JTYes, whether brothers or sisters. Miriam represents a secret formation in view of the time when she would be needed. Undoubtedly it was she who did the service for her mother when Moses was in the ark, of bulrushes. She served then, but her name is not given in Scripture, as far as we can see, until she was over ninety years of age, meaning that she had a long secret history, and I believe God would remind the sisters of this, so that they may be equal to their calling. They are essential to the public testimony, as 1 Timothy shows; and the elder women are to teach and be examples to the younger ones. 

    RemIn regard to Micah 6, from which you are quoting, it was a question of the controversy the Lord had with His people as to His own strength and righteousness. 

    JOSDoes not Paul emphasise what you are saying in 1 Corinthians 11, when he says, However, neither is woman without man, nor man without woman, in the Lord, 1 Corinthians 1:11? He would give each a particular place in the public testimony? 

    JTThen he shows in chapter 7:35 how a sister is to wait on the Lord without distraction. How many of our sisters think of that? How can sisters serve the saints like Miriam, save as waiting on Him and formed accordingly? 

    RemPsalm 68: 11 says, The Lord gives the word: great the host of the publishers, and J.N.D. has a footnote, i.e., women publishing victory, like Miriam: the word is feminine. 

    JTThat is good, indicating how sisters may serve. 

    LDMPhoebe, a helper of many (Romans 16:2), would be a good example. 

    JTJust so. That chapter is very apropos of what we are saying, for sisters have a prominent place in it. The first two mentioned are sisters, Phoebe and Priscilla, and there are many others. 

  

  
    MORAL ELEVATION (JT 40)
    

    
    
  
  
    MORAL ELEVATION (JT 40)

    Exodus 19:1 - 6; Judges 9:7 - 21; 2 Chronicles 13:4 - 12

    I have in mind, dear brethren, to speak about moral elevation, particularly in what is said amongst us in the way of ministry, but also, as applying generally; for while the saints of God, who as loving Him keep His commandments, have to do with wilderness Circumstances, yet all is to be marked by moral elevation. You will discern, therefore, why I have read these scriptures recording utterances from mountains. Many others could be added, especially from the gospel of Matthew, but I confine myself to these three passages as sufficient for the purpose in view. 

    In general, the speaking which marks christianity at the present time  as is said in the epistle to the Hebrews  is from heaven. The Speaker is the Son indeed, as we read: God ... has spoken to us in the person of the Son, but it is not only the Person, it is also the position; hence, the epistle reminds us that the speaking is from heaven, involving the unfolding of what is there  what is above, what is far above current low religious speaking and communications. In view of this character of speaking, Luke records that the Lord directed His disciples to remain in the city, that is, in Jerusalem, until they should be clothed with power from on high. 

    The Old Testament anticipates the thoughts of the New and amplifies them, so in Exodus we have the great general principle that speaking is to be marked by moral elevation. Israel were then three months out of Egypt; it was the third month and the Spirit of God calls attention to their movements, so as to get us into position  an important matter, especially for the young people, as delivered out of the world, to get into the position necessary for divine communications. 

    The Spirit tells us that they had left Rephidim and had come into the wilderness of Sinai. They had moved that way; they were penetrating the wilderness; they had given up  for the moment, at least  any thought of returning to the world. Professing believers oftentimes look back longingly on what has been left, and this took place with Israel indeed earlier in those three months, but they heard Aaron speak  typically Christ, reminding us of His care for us, and sympathy with us  and it is said that they turned toward the wilderness. It is a very great matter when young people, after the temptation to go back, are influenced by such a speaking as effects this, and instead of looking back into Egypt, they look towards the wilderness, and God rewards them by causing His glory to shine before them (Exodus 16:10). How can a young believer think of going back after one view of that glory? 

    Now, they have come to the wilderness of Sinai, which has its own great meaning in Scripture, and they encamped before the mountain. This is not accidental. After you have had a certain experience out of the world you are confronted at once with this great thought of moral elevation, and that the communications you are to attend to henceforth are not to be on the level of man, however renowned the speakers or the writers may be. They encamped before the mount; they have taken up a position wherein they may be communicated with by God, but on the principle of moral elevation, and what follows is that the mediator comes immediately into view. Believers thus come to see that there is One between them and God; Moses ascends the mount  the position is magnificent  and Jehovah at once speaks to them out of the mount. 

    We have to note the position, as well as the Person who speaks; He is about to unfold great things to them, as it was said of old, On the mount of Jehovah will be provided (Genesis 22:14); and now they are in the very presence of it, already known to faith; they have taken up a position in front of it. The mediator is available and goes up, and Jehovah speaks out of the mount. He is about to unfold great things, but first of all, He is to assert His rights over them, the rights of love. Can anyone resist the claims of divine love? At Sinai the rights of God, the rights of His love, come into evidence. In chapter 20 God speaks about the thousands of those who love Him. He is to have an audience of lovers. 

    Such is the great position here tonight. One glories in it, not that one would think of oneself, but the position that the brethren have taken up. It is a question of loving God in our times, and as lovers of God, as we have opportunity, we readily take up a position in which He can address us and assert the rights of His love. He speaks of the thousands of those who love Him; not of those who should, but of those who do love Him. That is the background of the moment, that there are those who love God; whether few or many, we may speak of those who love God, and how He loves to communicate to them, especially as they take up a position  as we have done here tonight  in His presence. 

    Now in order to set out the great principle that is to run through Scripture henceforth, God says to Moses, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob. He introduces the great principle of speaking from the point of moral elevation, and here with the most beautiful touches as to what is in His mind for His people. He says, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles wings, and brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These words indicate the character of the communications of divine love. In uttering them God inaugurates this great principle of speaking from the mount. Surely it is that we should be attracted, that we should be interested and wait for more, and still more; as we are told: as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, Luke 19:11. It is a question of the attitude of attention that we take up, and of the divine readiness to communicate to us. 

    Now I come on to Judges, for the passages read in Judges and Chronicles are those I especially wish to dwell upon. What we may notice is that the speakers follow the example set in Exodus 19. Jotham takes up a remarkable position in a very dark day, and he is an excellent example for us as dark days come  they have come and will come. He goes to the top of mount Gerizim, knowing well no doubt what the mount stood for spiritually. It bespoke blessing to Israel, but for the moment they were putting the blessing away from them. Alas! it is the state of christendom. The history of christendom is portrayed in these three passages  the inauguration of it in glorious richness in Exodus 19, but now a dark, dark day had arrived, a day of murderous ingratitude; for that is the point. Christendom is marked by this  and it is a most touching matter  murderous ingratitude issuing forth in one who is imbued with ambition. It is ambition that lies at the root of these efforts against God and against Christ, and so the citizens of Shechem, being relatives of Abimelech on his mothers side, become a party to the murderous course of this ambitious man. One is not merely speaking historically; it is a question of the bearing of a passage of this kind on the present moment, and the danger of ambition, and the lengths to which ambition will go  the human heart being still the human heart  the efforts to gain partisan support, and then the lengths to which ambition will go in order to gratify itself  the casting aside of all right feeling. 

    Abimelechs supporters furnished him with seventy pieces of silver out of the house of their idol to carry out his nefarious scheme, employing vain persons to accomplish the designs of his wicked ambition, and he murdered seventy persons of his own brethren on one stone. You ask, why on one stone? To bring out the utter hardness of the heart of the murderer. Harden not your hearts, God says. This terrible incident brings out the unrelenting ambition of this murderer to attain his end, that he did not hesitate for a moment  brother after brother slain, seventy of them on one stone, without a qualm in his conscience. That is one dreadful anti-christian feature, appearing at this early date. The thought of brethren had come out in relation to Gideon, and this son of his is utterly devoid of the feelings of a brother. He is on the line of Cain. Brotherly love is to be cultivated and maintained, otherwise we are exposed to the influence of hatred. That is the position; this murderous ingratitude exists abroad, against Christ and against those who love Him, His own, for these were the sons of the saviour of Israel at that time, as Jotham points out. The testimony was rendered from the top of the mount, where he uttered the remarkable words recorded here. The pith of his remarks is in the suggestion, typically, as to how the evil should be met, that each one retaining his own place should not be drawn aside by party influence or tempting offers. Party influence is a most pernicious and subtle thing, and the effect is seen in those who get into the current of it. Preservation from it, as Jothams parable teaches, is in holding to the position in which God has set you. God has graciously saved you, graciously forgiven you, graciously given His Spirit to you, and He has set you up in the exercise of profitable service to the brethren  do not move from it; any influence to divert you from that in the least degree is of the devil. 

    Jotham pictures the olive refusing the offer of the trees that it should rule over them: how firmly it inquires Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man? As a type of a christian it was consciously functioning, and hence was not deflected. John the baptist was serving in a lowly yet effective way, and the devil would divert him. It is said that the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to him; Jerusalem was the centre of religious distinction and authority, and the messengers intimated that it was ready to honour him. Will he be diverted? No, he abode in his place, and gave Christ His place. That is our salvation in the face of such tempting influences. Likewise the fig tree has its service, to minister wholesome sweetness amongst the saints  surely a service of great importance. No, says the fig tree  or, rather, the brother who sees that he has the Holy Spirit, and can minister sweetly to the Lords people  No, I will not leave this blessed service that God has given me for any tempting offer. And likewise the vine, who rises, I suppose, to the most exalted thought in the passage, ministering to God and man. It is a very great matter to minister to men in preaching and visiting; all very good; but think of ministering to God also, cheering God and man! God is leading us up to this. The vine is occupied in it, and refuses to be deflected from its good employment. The service must go on, and a deaf ear is turned to the offer to rule over the trees. 

    One knows what is in ones heart naturally, and speaks feelingly, for ambition to rule is in every human heart; but the danger I am speaking of is the possibility of its active presence in the hearts of those of us who are professedly walking in the truth. As I said, the point of Jothams speech is, Do not leave the service that God has graciously given you to perform. However tempting the offers, our salvation lies in holding to the positive line on which God has set us. Besides this, we enjoy the sense of His approval, and His favour is better than life. Nehemiah refused a tempting offer to come down to the plain of Ono, which is just looseness or latitudinarianism, and just the opposite to that which I have been saying. It is a suggestion to leave your moral elevation, suitable to Gods testimony, and to come down to a human level. Nehemiah says, I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down. Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it and come down to you? Nehemiah 6:3. The vine was doing a great work, and so is one who ministers to God and men; and one proves himself to be an overcomer who turns a deaf ear to suggestions or offers that would divert. 

    I pass on to Chronicles to show how a state of things that seems at first to be of God, may come about amongst the saints, but may ultimately prove to be rooted in evil, and may develop into opposition to God. Jeroboams rebellion had seemed to be, and was, indeed, governmentally promoted by God. God creates evil, we are told (Isaiah 45:7); that is to say, things or persons in themselves evil may for wise purposes be allowed to attain positions of prominence or influence. 

    Gods judgments are unsearchable and His ways untraceable, and He is not obliged to give account of His matters; it is for us to look on and discern what is essentially of Him and for Him; and on the other hand, what He allows in His governmental ways, and which in itself is evil. The latter is seen in Jeroboam, and it is met by testimony rendered in moral elevation. 

    Some eighteen years had passed by, and Jeroboam had developed his true character. Let us be sure of this, that time will bring everything to light. I say time, but I mean God in time. God is the Author of time, and He is the first to have employed it. In the order of things with which we have to do, He created the first day, and so with every day of the working week. So it is in any time; time enters into any matter that arises amongst us, and faith will say, God is in this and will work in it for a result which will be to His own glory. Indeed, God said in regard of what is now under consideration: this thing is from me. Faith has to find out the divine end in such matters. What does this mean? Why should the son of Nebat be on the throne of Israel? It is surely an exercising matter for the saints of God. 

    At first Jeroboam seemed right, whilst Rehoboam failed sadly; but time brought out where Jeroboam was. Let us be assured of that; God in time makes everything clear. Jeroboam being a politician, and every party man among the people of God has this character, has to manipulate and calculate, and he said, If liberty is granted to my people to go to Jerusalem, they will turn away to their master, and will slay me. It came to light that he was thinking only of himself. The man who was seemingly raised up of God is now disclosed in his true character. So he took counsel and set up two calves of gold, one in Bethel and one in Daniel He formally established idolatry in Israel. Idols in Bethel and Dan would be conveniently available to the people who are told that these were their gods, who brought them up out of Egypt. He ordained a feast for the eighth month, the Spirit of God adding that Jeroboam devised it out of his own heart; it was his own scheme to divert the people from going to the house of God in Jerusalem (see 1 Kings 12:26 - 33). 

    That, dear brethren, is the sad background to this remarkable speech of Abijahs. He stands up on mount Zemaraim in the presence of Jeroboam, who had a tremendous army  eight hundred thousand armed men of Israel against four hundred thousand which Abijah had. The position therefore was one of outward weakness on the part of Abijah and of strength on the part of Jeroboam, and this leads this priestly king  and let us remember that true priesthood is the great essential in all the service and all the administrations of God  in the presence of such opposition, to stand on the mount and make this spiritual address to Jeroboam and his great army. I wish you to follow what he says, so that we may see the bearing of it, why it is written down by the Spirit of God, and why I have read it this evening. 

    He addresses Jeroboam and all Israel: Ought ye not to know that the Lord God of Israel gave the kingdom over Israel to David for ever, even to him and to his sons by a covenant of salt? He starts on the firm ground of an everlasting covenant of God  a covenant of salt. We are challenged in this as to whether we understand what is divinely fixed, what God has committed Himself to; and that whatever may happen, even His governmental actions which seem to be against it, as time proceeds, it will become evident that God is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever (Hebrews 13:8), and that His gifts and calling are without repentance; that we may stand on the firm ground of the unalterable purpose and promise of God. It is a covenant of salt, he says. Think of this man, in the presence of this overwhelming multitude, bringing forward this great spiritual thought that there is a covenant of salt, and that all mans might and all his doings cannot overthrow it. Then he proceeds and says, Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son of David, is risen up, and hath rebelled against his lord. In other words, passing over what seemed to be the hand of God, at bottom this man was actuated by ambition, and he was a sinner of such a kind as to pass on his sin, for we are told of one after another of his successors that they were guilty of the sin of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. Now he is exposed. 

    Abijah further says, And now ye think to withstand the kingdom of the Lord in the hand of the sons of David. Note the sure ground Abijah again takes; it is the kingdom of Jehovah itself. See how he rises to the full thought of God in the kingdom. The kingdom is the Lords. Some may think that being in a certain position they may carry out certain plans or prevent certain thoughts being carried through, but let us be reminded of this, that the kingdom is the Lords. Although He has made us a kingdom, yet the kingdom is the Lords. It is an everlasting kingdom, and it is in the hand of the sons of David. That is a spiritual thought, and one might say much about it. There is the Son of David, and there are the sons of David, and Abijah asserts here that the kingdom is not simply Davids kingdom but Jehovahs kingdom, yet in the hands of the sons of David. These are the ennobled ones, these are the pedigree ones, these that stand out in dignity and have right and ability to exercise the kingdom of Jehovah. 

    Then he proceeds to say to them, Have ye not cast out the priests of the Lord? He arraigns Jeroboam and his party. They had cast out the priests of the Lord, and they had set up their own priests of all classes of men, not of the sons of Levi. So it is today. The so-called priests in christendom are exactly of this order, whilst God, keeping us in a humble attitude, would help us to call attention to the true priesthood, and not only that the true priesthood exists (1 Peter 2:5), but that it is functioning. That is the point I want you to note. We may say much, and comment on what there is, and perhaps truthfully, but the test is whether things are functioning among ourselves. So Abijah goes on to say, as for us, the Lord is our God. Our God is a phrase that runs through Scripture. Who is He? To us there is one God, the Father, we say (1 Corinthians 8:6). We have come into the light of the revelation of God in Christ  His Father and our Father. It involves real christianity and God is helping His people in it. The true service of God is carried on by those who know Him in this way  they worship Him in spirit and in truth. He is the Father of Christ and He is the God of Christ, and He is our Father and our God, and we assert it. It stands in contrast to the idolatrous state of things that is abroad. Jehovah is our God, Abijah says, and we have not forsaken him. The time had come for this. Had Rehoboam attempted such a speech it would have been wholly unbecoming to him, but now in the mount of Zemaraim, eighteen years afterwards, things having changed, God having acquired His place again, here is one who says, we have not forsaken him. Let us challenge our hearts as to it. What Abijah says is in type and principle the assertion of christianity  nothing less than that  at the present time. The enemy would seek to terrify us as to our part in it, but it is christianity or it is nothing. May we be able to say truthfully, we have not forsaken him! 

    The king goes on to say, and the priests, which minister unto the Lord, are the sons of Aaron, and the Levites wait upon their business. Let any one come and see! One point in the gospel of John is just that: Come and see, John 1:39. I am only bringing out the principle asserted here as to what is actually functioning, and it tells the true tale of what God has effected. In Revelation 11, the word was to measure the temple, the altar, and the worshippers. You see they are there; there is the temple, there is the altar, and there are the worshippers. God is aiming at bringing about in principle what He set up at the beginning  real christianity, nothing less than that. Whether it be in few or many, it is to be this, and it is to be no partisan matter. David said earlier, Carry back the ark of God into the city, 2 Samuel 15:25. Although for the moment ousted from his capital, he would not form a party; the ark in Jerusalem was the centre of the divine thoughts, and it would remain this. Hence as Davids faith reckoned, God brought him back as king to Jerusalem. As recognising the ark in its true significance, we shall refuse partisanship; we can never really reach any divine end on partisan lines. 

    These are the principles which Abijah asserts here. He says, the priests, which minister unto the Lord, are the sons of Aaron. What that means today is, 

    that there are true spiritual men who minister by the Spirit of God and have no confidence in the flesh. Then, the Levites wait upon their business. Let every levite here understand that he has a business. Is he attending to it? Is he waiting upon it? Or are his own material matters  family matters and the like  first with him? The levite waits upon his business; he attends to it. Woe be to us if we do not, as levites, attend to our work! Cursed be he, says the Spirit through Jeremiah, that doeth the work of Jehovah negligently, Jeremiah 48:10. 

    Abijah continues, And they burn unto the Lord every morning and every evening burnt sacrifices and sweet incense: the shewbread also set they in order upon the pure table; and the candlestick of gold with the lamps thereof, to burn every evening: for we keep the charge of the Lord our God; but ye have forsaken him. The lines are clearly drawn; Abijah says, You have forsaken Him, we have not. There are those today  and they are, alas! the vast number  who have in heart and by practice forsaken God; and there are those, comparatively few, who love Him; and who, like those with Abijah, adhere in practice to the principles and order governing Gods service, and God is with them. Indeed, Abijah says, behold, God himself is with us for our captain. That throws to the winds all mere party leadership. 

    Abijah further says, and his priests with sounding trumpets to cry alarm against you. Gods rights and testimony, the testimony which Satan is so viciously attacking in these last days, is still sounding out among His people. We are to keep sounding out the truth; to get fresh things from the Lord and minister them in the power of the Spirit; thus there will be the overthrow of the enemys strongholds. Jeroboam ignored the word of God and prepared to attack the one through whom it came. He caused an ambushment to come about behind them: so they were before Judah, and the ambushment was behind them. And when Judah looked back, behold, the battle was before and behind: and they cried unto the Lord, and the priests sounded with the trumpets. 

    I call special attention to this, particularly in relation to the meetings of the kind we are now engaged in. These meetings, large or small, are intended of God as occasions when, by His Spirit, He sets out the truth and proclaims His testimony. He would have us continue them, also all meetings of a less general character; but let all the services be in the power of the divine anointing, all carried on by the true priests of God. Judah here, in the midst of the ambush, cried to God; every true warrior of God prays. Abijah prayed, and the priests sounded with the trumpets; victory was certain. How stimulating for faith is the scene, as the enemy attacks in power! Jeroboam was overwhelmed. Half a million of his warriors are slain; he now has less than Abijah. I am stressing particularly the manner of the victory. It is through prayer and by the saints functioning as God has set them, especially the priesthood sounding out the testimony. 

    Now I think you will see that in following this line we need have no fear. As each is holding the position divinely assigned to him, and functioning in it, especially the priesthood sounding these trumpets, God gives the victory. May God grant the continuance of all this until the end. 

  

  
    READING 3 (WJH 8)
    

    
    
  
  
    READING 3 (WJH 8)

    Judges 9: 1-20

    WJHThe instruction that this scripture affords might help us all to be definitely committed to continuance in the service of God, and to be warned as to certain dangers we are exposed to, especially after the death of a leader, for God had removed Gideon, one who had signally helped His people. A great danger arose after Gideons death, and, in some sense, this danger exists after any leader is removed. The death of a servant of God, who has been recognised as having had influence and leadership, is not infrequently followed by desires on the part of others to secure the place he had, whereas the Lord often intends His people generally or locally to work things out mutually, at least for a time, before He raises up any distinctive leader. 

    EJWould you say the same kind of thing occurred when Adonijah usurped the throne? 

    WJHQuite so. He said, I will be king; whereas God had His eye on Solomon. Later on in Judges we find another judge is raised up, but for the moment we have the seventy sons of Gideon, brought up under Gideons influence, partaking of his character; and matters amongst Israel are to be taken up and worked out mutually through them. The Lord sometimes orders a period in which mutuality is the outstanding thing of the moment, without any prominent leadership evident. 

    FCSo that when a leader is taken, what often happens is that what he represented is divided up and carried on as set forth in the seventy. 

    WJHOften that is the Lords way; gift and teaching are distributed, affording a mutual basis for development: whereas there is something in our hearts which, if not judged, says, I will be king. Gideon is gone, and it is a question of these seventy. Who will take up the leadership, the rule? 

    AHWe need to watch that the flesh is not active in that way, and to wait patiently for the Lord to indicate. 

    WJHQuite so. 

    FCDoes it fit in with the end of Timothy? At the end of Judges 8, when the people had gone and followed the Baals again, evidently Gideons lead was soon forgotten. In the end of Timothy things were to be committed to others, there was nothing outstanding in that way. 

    WJHPreviously there had been Paul, and then Timothy as his delegate; but the final issue is faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Others is a very mutual word, is it not? 

    AHWould you say the thought of mutuality is general now amongst the saints? 

    WJHOf course, one recognises there is leadership, and the Lord has raised up those who outstandingly give a lead; but, particularly in localities, I believe the situation is largely that of mutually working things out, like the day of the seventy sons of Gideon. 

    JMDo you mean that the mutual side of things is the safest? 

    WJHWell, it is evident that the Lord brings about an extension of His work by the mutual development of the things of God locally. It is remarkable how much greater is the blessing where things are developed mutually than where there is only one outstanding gift. I think you will find generally that there is much spiritual prosperity where things are developed mutually. Hence the Lord orders that outstanding gifts are not local, but are set in the assembly viewed universally. 

    JMIs the state of the people to blame here, because there was no kindness shown to the house of Gideon? 

    WJHThat is right; the root is in the state of the people giving an opportunity for such a man as Abimelech to rise. 

    WKWould you say he does not display any feature of a true leader according to God in that he destroys these sons of Gideon? The spirit of destruction is not according to God. 

    WJHThe Captain of our salvation was made perfect through suffering. If anyone aspires to leadership, let him look at the Model, perfect through sufferings; I think no one secures right influence amongst the saints who does not suffer. 

    JThWe read of one who loved to have the pre-eminence, do we not? 

    WJHYes, he was a New Testament Abimelech. The opportunity to develop ambition arose from special affinities with some; and I believe that this is a matter which needs to be guarded against by every one of us, by not having special friendships. Abimelech had those who were his own flesh and blood in a more narrow sense than the seventy, and he operated through them. 

    FWThe maintaining of spiritual links promotes that which is mutual, whereas links that are on a narrow line and pertain to what is natural (I do not mean necessarily flesh and blood, but affinities), tend to bring in destruction. 

    WJHAnd provide ground for the development of ambition. We have to beware of that, because it will lead to intense cruelty and damage to all concerned. 

    FWAbimeleeh represents that principle, and would you say Jotham represents the opposite principle? 

    WJHI am sure that is right. His parable discloses that he had something very different in his mind. 

    FWBefore you go on to the parable, I was thinking of the place Jotham went to to utter it, Mount Gerizim. He was of the tribe of Manasseh, which is one of the tribes, who were to be on Mount Gerizim to bless the people. So that what Jotham proposes really has blessing in view. 

    WJHThat is interesting. As with Jacob when he blessed his sons, he told them the truth as to themselves, as well as what God had in mind. For instance, he said, Dan is... an adder in the path, that biteth the horses heels. You might say, Where is the blessing of Dan? But it consisted in disclosing to Dan the thing he must guard against, because of what Jacob saw in him. 

    WKReferring to special links we might form, the Corinthians had special leaders, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas..., and then they were reigning as kings. 

    WJHQuite so, and prepared to discredit and reject Paul who represented the Lord. So that one would think of the many young men here as potentially for the Lords service, and it would help them to see the danger of developing special friendships amongst the saints. It does much harm, both to the person himself and those involved, and ultimately caters for ambition. 

    EJDoes the matter of leadership rest entirely with God? Even Samuel failed to recognise the true leader and who was to be anointed. 

    WJHit is a position that is in Gods hands; but in the meantime there are the seventy sons of Gideon available to promote something of Gideons characteristics in the saints. 

    JCWould you say that Gideon was specially raised up by God in a crisis? 

    WJHQuite so, and when any crisis is met we revert to mutuality, that is the idea of the seventy. Not one of them aspired to be king. Gideon had said, I will not rule over you; neither shall my son rule over you. He brought up his sons to accept that attitude, and there is no evidence that any of the seventy aspired to be king; they were quite willing to go contributing their quota for the good of the saints. 

    FWDo you suggest that these seventy sons represent the idea of a spiritual generation that had been brought up under certain nurture? 

    WJHThat is the thought. They were men who were prepared to follow in Gideons steps, none aspiring to be king. 

    QuesWould you say the thought of brethren and the family of God would maintain one in mutuality? 

    WJHThe household of God is a great protection from special connections and friendships. If we understand the household of God we will not make room in our activities, in our affections, for a special class of friends with whom we keep peculiarly in touch. 

    AHDoes not the truth of the body mean that mutuality exists? 

    WJHThe truth of the body is a similar thought to what is developed in Jothams parable. 

    AHThe Colossian position is love... to all the saints. 

    FWIs there implied any idea of moving back to what was more historical than moving forward on the line of the Spirit, because Shechem is the place to which Abraham first came when he left Mesopotamia. It seemed to be the beginning of things. This matter has Shechem in view. I wondered whether there was a tendency to go back to what was known in the past, and a refusal to move on according to the new generation. 

    WJHI think that is important, for there is no doubt what tests us greatly is a fresh movement of the work of God. We would naturally like to stay in the one place as in restful conditions, but there is a movement forward, it is the mind of God to have things on a mutual basis, so that for the moment there is no other judge raised up. 

    FWThat would have been a movement forward. 

    WJHQuite so. 

    JMMoses said, would God that all the Lords people were prophets. 

    WJHHe would love to see the prophetic feature developed mutually amongst the saints. He had no idea as Abimelech had of arbitrary control of the brethren. 

    JMWould we gather from this that the mind of God is that the features seen in Gideon are to be extended over a larger number? 

    WJHMutuality would check the ambition of Abimelech, and he takes steps to dispose of the seventy, even to killing them all on one stone. 

    Now perhaps we could look at Jotham as over against Abimelech. He unfolds his parable as disclosing what he, as his true son, had derived from Gideon. 

    WKWhat is there in the fact that he was the youngest son, and that he hid himself? 

    WJHIt shows how the features of Gideon are still preserved by the overruling of the Lord. He is the youngest son, and he is hidden  he is not moved by ambition. 

    Jotham speaks of the trees, having his eye on the state of the people as looking for a king. The Lord intends us, as set together here in a city, to take things up together and work them out, each contributing his part, and if we promote someone to be king, in order to dispose of our exercises, or solve our problems, we open the door to the ambitions of the flesh. But what Jotham has in mind is that in this husbandry that exists, all trees proper to the husbandry will keep their place and continue in what is committed to them. The apostle introduces the thought of the saints in Corinth being Gods husbandry as well as His building  a great thought, as applied to an assembly in a city. It is general, but nevertheless it is also local; here in Brisbane God has a husbandry where plants of His planting are growing to yield certain results for Him. 

    JMAbimelechs suggestion that one man reign over them seemed to be plausible; but we see the mind of the Spirit set forth in Jothams parable. 

    WJHQuite so. What a conception for every brother and sister here to take into their hearts, that according to the divine thought, they are trees of some particular character planted in Gods husbandry. 

    FWEach to fulfil his own function. 

    WJHThat is it. When God plants a garden, His thought is to put in all kinds of serviceable trees, both for beauty and usefulness. 

    FWSo that although leadership seems a necessity amongst the saints, and we would thank God for it, yet it is not an objective for the assembly. At the present time the objective for the assembly is mutuality and all together answering to the mind of the Lord. 

    WJHQuite so. Gift is to bring all forward to a certain level; so, if Paul planted or Apollos watered, it was only that there might be a growth, in the husbandry, of mature trees yielding either beauty or fruitfulness for God. 

    RemThe trees of the Lord are full of sap. 

    WJHThey are satisfied  that is the New Translation. That is what Jotham opens up, the trees of the Lord are satisfied. The olive tree says, as it were, I have no thought whatever of moving from my position in this husbandry as yielding honour to God and to men; I have been planted here for this purpose, to honour God and to honour men, that is the service committed to me and I have no intention of leaving it. 

    AHIs that thought carried out in connection with the body? The eye cannot say to the ear, I have no need of thee. 

    WJHQuite so; but the eye has not the slightest desire to be the ear, the eye is perfectly satisfied to fill its part in the body without being jealous of the ear, the mouth, the feet, or the hands. 

    FCTo maintain the senses, each must abide in its position, because it goes on to say, If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? 

    WJHQuite so. Is there jealousy between the eye and the foot? No one ever heard of such a thing. The olive tree does not live for itself, it lives to yield the olive, from whence comes the oil, typical of spiritual dignity, of that which makes mans face to shine. The olive tree says, I am perfectly satisfied to quietly pursue my service to yield this oil which honours God and man. It is a great thing to see that God has given to every member its own function, so that as discovering what the Lord has particularly fitted us for in regard to His interests, our business is, as satisfied, quietly to pursue that. 

    WKThe olive speaks of my fatness, indicating satisfaction. 

    WJHYes; think of the dignity of bringing honour to God; that your presence in this city honours God. Do you want anything better than that? Do you want to be king over the trees, to wave over them with your influence, or are you satisfied? Am I satisfied? I am planted here to honour God. 

    JThThe enemy attempted to turn the Lord from that path. 

    WJHYes, in the temptations. His meat was to do the will of Him that sent Him. 

    JCIt says in Corinthians that God has placed the members in the body as it pleased Him. So that everyone has a function to perform in mutuality, and is to recognise that God has put him there to be serviceable to all. 

    FWIs there a kind of leadership in that the olive tree is first? If the olive tree keeps its place it will help each of the others to keep theirs. 

    WJHQuite so. We know that in the body there are certain members that seem more conspicuous, but then we do not in any way discredit the lesser members, for they are all important. 

    EAMWould you say that the olive tree was conscious of the place that God had given it? 

    WJHThat is it, and the trees of the Lord are satisfied. If we are trees of the Lords planting in this city, we are satisfied to pursue quietly what God has given us. An olive tree, a spiritual person, not only honours God, but he honours men. That is a great matter. There are some who assume to be spiritual who are constantly murmuring about others. The olive tree does not do that. He honours God first, but he honours man, he dignifies men with the thoughts of God, and he serves them as honouring them. I do not know anything more distasteful than a murmuring spirit amongst the brethren, and certainly it is a most destructive element. 

    FCWhat does the fig tree signify? 

    WJHThe fig trees business is to bring in the sweetness and the good fruit. As set in the husbandry, its service is to yield something that will bring sweetness from Gods husbandry. Thank God for the fig trees that bring in sweetness amongst the saints. 

    FCThere are occasions when a cake of figs is referred to. It would look as though being brought together in that way, perhaps under pressure, yields food. It is alluded to several times in the Old Testament. 

    WJHQuite so; indeed the Lord went to Bethany, which means the house of figs. How sweet the love that operated in Mary and Martha and Lazarus, love to Him, and love to one another. This sweetness was evidenced first in hospitality  A certain woman named Martha received him into her house. The element of hospitality maintained amongst the saints on a spiritual level yields much sweetness and fruit. And this fig tree says, Should I leave my sweetness... to wave over the trees? 

    JMThe Lord cursed the fig tree, we read in the Gospels. Does that suggest that He failed to find sweetness among His earthly people? 

    WJHWhat He found there was only leaves. He wants more than leaves; He wants fruit. 

    FWIs this feature seen in the pastoral spirit in the saints? 

    WJHI think so. We have all known what it is to receive from the fig tree sweetness that is very comforting. The Lord looked round on one occasion on everything in the temple, and He went out to Bethany, as if to say, I will find there what I cannot find here. 

    AHThe opposite to the spirit of criticism is the healing virtue in the fig, Isaiah 38: 21. 

    WJHYes, a little genuine hospitality often heals boils. 

    QuesGaius was a good example of hospitality, was he not? 

    WJHYes. It is wonderful what a little true brotherly and sisterly intercourse on spiritual lines will do to overcome boils, eruptions from inward corruption. So the fig tree says, I am not going to move from the service the Husbandman has given me. 

    Then the vine is approached, and answers, Should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man, and go to wave over the trees? What a suggestion that there is in the divine husbandry, growing here, what is to gladden the heart of God and man. What a contrast to the world of brambles that grieves God. It says of the antediluvian world that it grieved God in His heart as He saw the fruits that were produced in men. But the vine says, I am here to make glad the heart of God. 

    FWThe New Translation renders it new wine, as if it were constantly fresh. 

    WJHShowing it is a living state of things; the husbandry is a living thing. The yield from the vine is first for God, what cheers God, and then what cheers men, instead of sorrow and weeping to our brethren  instead of being pained when they think of one, their hearts are gladdened. Paul could speak to the Philippians of thanking God for every remembrance of them. 

    JMDo we see in the trees the thought of functioning in a living way, and that is to be maintained now amongst the saints if there is to be mutuality. 

    WJHThat is really the thought, the effectual working of each one, and the Lord helps each to carry out his own part, not aspiring to take someone elses. 

    QuesIs there the suggestion that these trees have been cultured by God? 

    WJHIndeed it says, The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits; and God is working in every city today, as hitherto. Take the visits of the Lords servants in recent time, to these parts, planting, maybe, or watering  all is that the husbandry might be fruitful. 

    FWAnd you cannot get on without the element of joy amongst the saints, not only strength, but joy; so Zechariah says, Corn shall make the young men flourish, and new wine the maidens. 

    WJHDo you mean that the subjective side is flourishing amongst the saints by the production of joy? Indeed, I think one can say reverently that God needs it, for He orders that in many of His offerings wine should not be missing; a certain proportion is to be provided in many of them. 

    AHDid not the Lord speak of that, when He spoke of His peace and His joy remaining with His disciples? 

    WJHQuite so; indeed it would be a very happy subject to meditate on, to see what is presented in these three trees, in all its excellence in Christ. 

    CFDoes Jotham suggest the son of the true mother, Abimelech was not, and in that way he could not produce fruit for God. 

    WJHThe mother affects us a great deal. We see it in the mention of Timothys mother and grandmother, the maternal influence. So the assembly here today is to be a true mother that provides influences that will produce such as Jotham. 

    What follows is the curse of Jotham. Fire comes out of the bramble and consumes the trees, and fire comes out of the trees and consumes the bramble. It is as certain as anything that ambition allowed and operating through special friendships and affinities will end in conflict and bitterness and hatred between the two sections. It always does; God orders it governmentally. 

    FWIt is remarkable that he should have uttered this curse from Mount Gerizim, which was the mount of blessing. Apparently he had blessing in view. He says, Hearken unto me, ...that God may hearken unto you. The way was still open for them to alter their course. 

    WJHQuite so, if they would hearken. God would hearken to them, and blessing would have flowed from that mountain; but they would not hearken, so the curse came. 

    FWWould you say why Jotham went to Beer after he had uttered his parable? 

    WJHBeer means a well; he would retire into the reserves that God has in the Spirit to maintain him. 

    FWI was thinking of Shechem as referring to the early history of things. He would show he did not disregard Gods ways with His people, but he knew which place to choose when this difficult time arose, in going to Beer, which, as you say, refers to the well  rather than simply standing in an historic spot like Shechem. 

    WJHThe sense that the well is there is a great reserve for faith. The word that I covenanted with you... and my Spirit, remain among you, Haggai 2: 5. The word goes back to what was past, but then it says, The word... and my Spirit, remain among you. In a time of cruel destruction of Gods interests among His people through jealousy, faith falls back on the well as the power to continue. 

    JThIt is interesting that he started with the olive tree, speaking of what is spiritual, and he goes to the well, he finishes with it. 

    WJHThe olive tree, no doubt, represents spiritual persons, but the well represents the Spirit Himself, the great source of supply. 

    One would suggest we recognise the wonderful possibilities here in this city if every brother and sister would quietly pursue their part livingly in divine interests. The potential wealth is more than we realise, provided each takes up and continues his own service, judging ambition, judging the desire for the place of another, but contributing livingly what the Lord has fitted each for. 
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    JUDGES 10 TO 12 (CAC 6)

    Judges 10; Judges 11; Judges 12

    The history of Abimelech shows the spirit that has wrought such havoc amongst the people of God  men without the knowledge of God seeking place and prominence. It leads only to strife and contention and destruction; it is a warning for us. 

    In Jephthah we see a man with true faith; he is mentioned among the worthies in Hebrews 11 and has the power of the Spirit with him, but he is not what we should call a spiritual man. 

    The general state of things in Israel now was apparently much worse. And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of Jehovah, and served the Baals, and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab and the gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines; and they forsook Jehovah, and served him not, chapter 10:6. It seems to be a more general departure than before, so that the chastisement of God is more severe. In verse 8 it says that the children of Ammon oppressed and crushed the children of Israel. No such language had been used before. Then in verse 9 we read that Israel was greatly distressed; and at the end of verse 16 there is a ... . touching word; His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel. Jehovahs soul was grieved for the misery of His people. It would seem to answer to the dark ages of christendom. In chapter 10 very little of the light of God seems to remain amongst Gods people; but there is repentance in verse 10: And the children of Israel cried to Jehovah saying, We have sinned against thee, both because we have forsaken our God, and also served the Baals. There is a crying to God and a confession, but God does not answer in the way of deliverance. He says, Go and cry to the gods that ye have chosen; let them save you in the time of your trouble. The condition is so serious that God has, as it were, to hold aloof from His people. This leads them into deeper exercise, so that in verse 16 we read, And they put away the strange gods from among them and served Jehovah. There is a returning to Jehovah and confession, and then deliverance comes in by Jephthah, but it seems to be on a lower ground than with Gideon. There is no appearing of Jehovah, no divine appointment. Jephthah comes to the front simply by the necessity of the case; he is not brought forward by the direct call or appointment of Jehovah, but the people are driven to fetch him by their necessities. It seems as if God would humble His people even by the character of the deliverer He used; He humbles them by driving them to have recourse to one who had been hated and expelled as an illegitimate son, a man with no status at all. There is a humbling character about the very deliverer that God was pleased to use. 

    Jephthah represents men whom God has used to deliver His people, but who are not spiritual men; men who have had faith to do what was needed in the necessities of the time, and who had the power of the Spirit to do it, but yet were not spiritual. To have the power of the Spirit does not make a man spiritual; he may still do things which are not according to the mind of God. 

    We see a different character of things in Samson; he is the last of the judges, and he presents the features that suit the last times, but I think Jephthah more answers to the Reformation time, when God was pleased to give faith and power to men who were not always spiritual, but who were suitable vessels for God to use to deliver His people. The very fact that they were not spiritual left its mark on all they did. God may use and bring forward men providentially to deliver His people who have not the features of spirituality. The fighting here is on the wilderness side of Jordan; that is the territory the enemy was trying to seize. It represents the kind of fighting there was at the time of the Reformation, when the effort of the enemy was to rob souls of the blessing that belonged to the wilderness side of Jordan. Could a man be separate from the world, be justified by faith, and have the Spirit, so that the moral beauty of Christ could come out in him? That was the battle at the time of the Reformation; the enemy tried to rob them of all that had been given to them in Balaams parables. Men at the time of the Reformation were not characterised very much by spirituality, there was faith there, and power there, but not always spirituality; therefore it left its mark on the Christian profession to this day. If we are not spiritual, though we may have faith, and the power of the Spirit of God, we shall be open to all kinds of assaults of the enemy. 

    The Ammonite wanted to possess the territory that should be held for Jehovah. Moab and Ammon represent the result of the people of God being led by sight and not by faith; they are the children of Lot. Lot really gave up the path of faith. It was not that he was not a believer; he was a righteous man, but he gave up the path of faith. If there is an element admitted that is not of God, it leaves its mark. Even if there is a great and honoured servant, if there is something there not of a spiritual character, it leaves its mark on all that is the fruit of that servants labour. Jephthah recognises Jehovah; he spake all his words before Jehovah, and we are told that the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him. But he was not content with that; it would have been well if he had let that suffice, but he made an unspiritual vow. The vow spoiled the victory for Jephthah. 

    Jephthahs vow was not a true vow; it was a bargain There is a great difference between a vow and a bargain. Hannahs vow was a spiritual vow. She said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head, 1 Samuel 1: 11. She wanted something for Jehovah. But Jephthahs was a bargain, and it was unnecessary, because, if the Spirit of Jehovah was on him, he needed nothing more; he did not need a vow. A spiritual vow must be an intelligent vow. Jephthahs was not intelligent, because he did not know what he was doing when he made it, and there was nothing for God in that. It was the fervour and zeal of an unspiritual nature, and it only brought sorrow and trouble. He said, so to speak, If you give me victory, I will do something. Deuteronomy speaks of choice vows; it supposes the people of God are so filled up with the blessing of God and the love of God that they want to give some of it to Him. The true thought of a vow is that we are so enriched that we should like to come out in a special way for God. So the Lord Himself speaks prophetically of His vows: Thy vows are upon me, O God, Psalm 56: 12. His vows were intelligent vows; He knew all that was involved in them. Jephthah did not know what was involved in this vow; therefore it was not a spiritual vow. The Lord knew His vows involved the offering up of Himself as a burnt-offering, and He never shrank back or repented of it; He went right through with it. He made His vow when He said, Lo, I come to do thy will, Hebrews 10: 9. He dedicated Himself to the will of God, and that meant the offering up of Himself as a burnt-offering, and not someone else. 

    We have Pauls vow at Corinth: having shorn his head in Cenchrea, for he had a vow, Acts 18: 18. He finished his vow just as he left Corinth; that shows it was taken or carried out while he was in Corinth. I believe that when Paul went into that idolatrous, licentious, and proud city, full of intellectual glory, he felt that he must be specially for God in that place, and he took a vow. He met all the condition of the city by a special devotedness to God and to Christ. 

    We have all the instruction about vows in the Old Testament. We do not have the thing in terms in the New Testament, but we have the spirit and the principle of it. The principle of a vow is that one is devoted in some special way to the Lord. But Jephthahs vow is a warning; it is a vow of an unspiritual man; he little knew what it would cost him, and it was a sorrowful man with garments rent who realised what his vow meant. 

    The solemn thing in Scripture is that God seems to hold people to their vows. It is said. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay, Ecclesiastes 5: 5. So it says, Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to utter anything before God, Ecclesiastes 5:2. When anything is uttered in the nature of a vow, God seems to hold his people to it. Jephthah found no way of escape from his vow. 

    We see much that is a warning in Jephthahs history. The closing incident in his history is seen in chapter 12, where the men of Ephraim come and complain that they are left out. These men of Ephraim seem to be touchy brethren; they are always ready to complain if they are left out. Gideon knew how to conciliate them; he got the victory over them on the line of the Spirit of Christ, but Jephthah killed 42,000 of them. It was not a spiritual thing for Israel to be fighting with Israel; it was the first time such a thing had happened in Scripture. It is not spiritual for the brethren to be fighting and killing one another. Jephthah lacked the conciliating spirit that we see in Gideon, who met their jealousy and complaints by saying, I have done nothing; you have done great things. He conciliates them and gets the victory. Ephraim was wrong in finding fault with Jephthah, and threatening to burn his house, but Jephthah was just as wrong in going to war with them; it was a terrible spectacle. 

    These incidents emphasise the difference between what might be called the external aspect of the Spirit, and the internal aspect of the Spirit. Jephthah represents a man who was in the power of the external aspect of the Spirit, but not in the good of the internal. The Spirit of God can come upon any man; He came on Balaam and on Saul. But what marks truly spiritual persons is that they have not only the Spirit on them for power, but they have the Spirit of Christ in them to give them new sensibilities and feelings inwardly. That is what Jephthah lacked. The Lord speaks in Luke 24 of the disciples being clothed with power from on high, verse 49. That is external. In Acts 2 it is said, there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. That is external. The Spirit came on them for power, but in John 20 it is different: He breathed into them, and says to them, Receive the Holy Spirit. Now they are to be spiritual. A man with the inbreathing of the Spirit would never kill the brethren. The prophets were a great contrast to such as Balaam and Saul  the power of the Spirit of Christ rested on these, but it says of the prophets that the Spirit of God was in them. They were intensely spiritual men, marked by the most intense affection for the people of God, and characterised by readiness to suffer for them. They were marked by suffering love. That was inside. That spirit will never make rash vows, and will never slay the brethren. 

    Jephthah was a genuine man. There was a true recognition of Jehovah with him, and yet what he did was a perpetual sorrow in Israel. The virgins kept up a memorial of it for ever. Then the 42,000 men of Ephraim whom he slew left a permanent gap in Israel. Israel had to suffer for all time because this man was not spiritual  a man of faith and power, but not a spiritual man. It is a solemn warning. 
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    GODS WORDS AND MENS WORDS (JT 85)

    Luke 4:22; Job 31:40; Judges 11:11; 1 Corinthians 14:19

    These scriptures are selected out of many scriptures that speak of words, Gods words and mens words. They are selected so as to bring forward some thoughts as to words. I begin with Christ because we have to learn everything from Him, either by direct teaching or by example. What appears here is example. Verse 22 refers to the kind of words that marked the Lord Jesus on that occasion, words of grace, causing wonderment in His hearers. The sequel shows that the hearers were not lovers of Christ, so that their notice at the words coming out of the mouth of Christ and their wonderment are all the more significant. The words are words of grace; they are excessively so. They are presented as a model before us, and significantly in Luke, who has in mind to make the testimony attractive; so that there might be nothing unnecessary or nothing to repel as to the testimony in the words we say; in ministry or conversation, Luke would have all attracted. Grace is the reigning principle in christianity. It was the reigning principle in Christ. It is said of Him, We have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). And cannot we all say, Of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace (verse 16)? That was the great general feature of Christ as He inaugurated this great and wonderful dispensation. No doubt all of us here can join in saying, Of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. Christians can all say that in some measure. It says, Full of grace and truth, but grace first. So we are doctrinally told in Romans 5 that grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    Grace reigns. It is well to take that in, and it comes out here in words  the thought of speaking. Even of the greatest of servants, leaving out the Lord Jesus, of Paul and Barnabas it is said, They went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed (Acts 14:1). They so spake  it is not what they said, but the manner of speaking: the subject is intelligible. They spoke about Christ. Every christian ought to be able to say something about Christ. The Lord says to the disciples, Who do ye say that I am? Of Anna it says, She ... spoke of him to all those who waited for redemption in Jerusalem (Luke 2:38). So that it is in our range and in our obligation to speak of Him, whether we have gift or otherwise,-and our speaking should be such as to attract and not to repel, and the Lord is the greatest example of this. Next to the Lord, we may say, Paul is the greatest example. Paul and Barnabas entered into this city together, bringing out another beautiful trait in the testimony: being together not only in person but in heart, like Peter and John going up into the temple together. They said, Look on us. It was the manner of those two servants; there was something seen of God in them, and so Paul and Barnabas entered together and so spake. There was a definite result from the speaking. We read of a man lame from his birth who heard Paul speaking  stress being on what he was doing at the moment  Paul looked and noticed that he had faith. The speaking aroused his faith. So if we want to attract our fellow men there must be right speaking. We are to have words of faith coming out of our mouth. So Paul, seeing that he had faith to be healed, said with a loud voice, Rise up straight upon thy feet: and he sprang up and walked (Acts 14:9,10). Paul said it with a loud voice  for at times our speaking may be loud  following on the line of the speaking, 

    loud speaking was in order. The Lord cried at a remarkable time, on the last day of the feast of tabernacles  a most important time-He cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink (John 7:37). There was nothing repulsive to the ear in that cry of Jesus, but the very opposite: it was a cry of grace, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. That voice was to be heard, and it was heard in view of grace, although a loud voice. If our testimony is to be believed it must be heard. So Paul said with a loud voice, Rise up straight upon thy feet. And the man did it. There was real active power in relation to the speaking, right speaking, not a question of eloquence, as men say. Of the Lord the officers said, Never man spake like this man (John 7:46). So in this man in Acts 14 the work of God was there accompanying the speaking; and the very people who did not believe called Paul Mercurius, showing the place that speaking has in the testimony. It is not a question of eloquence but of grace and audibility. Souls are affected by it, especially those in whom God is working. It is very significant that God says of Aaron, I know that he can speak well (Exodus 4:14), showing how God takes account of our speaking. 

    I have said so much so as to stress the idea of model. Of course there are other services besides speaking, but speaking has the first place. So that Peter in the first gospel address says, Hearken to my words (Acts 2:14). The Spirit of God records those words; they are words full of spiritual power and effectiveness. So in our passage in Luke it was where the Lord was brought up. One had said, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? But this speaking was there; and even those that thrust Him out of the city and would have cast Him over the brow of the hill  His enemies bore witness to His speaking. 

    Now I want to show how we reach this, for if the Lord presents a pattern  the idea of a pattern or model comes out in Exodus, as it was needed in the building of the tabernacle; there are not only measurements, but there is the pattern  the idea is that we are brought to the pattern. Hence the Scriptures furnish us with education to that end. Aaron is a striking type. First of all Jehovah says, I know that he can speak well. And when the children of Israel turned back to Egypt in their heart  alas, there is often the tendency with young christians to turn back to Egypt  it says, Aaron spoke to them, as if to say that speaking was enough for them, and they turned towards the wilderness. Immediately they turned towards the wilderness the glory of Jehovah appeared, as if God would say, The speaking has turned you in the right direction: I am going to give you a taste of Christ, I am going to rain down manna from heaven, that is Christ in all His beauty before them, instead of the fleshpots of Egypt. God says, I present the glory to you. Christ is the glory of God. So He is presented attractively to young people so that they should not go back to Egypt. The speaking is to that end. 

    Now I turn to Job. The words of Job are ended. The passage does not mean that Job did not speak again. The book tells us that he did. This is the last passage of the dialogue between Job and his three friends. That kind of speaking is ended, meaning that that kind of speaking is not pleasurable to God. Job said many true things. Even things that the Spirit of God has quoted in the New Testament were said by Job and his three friends. But it was not the kind of speaking that would attract men and enlighten men, but talking one after the other, each speaking of himself in some form or other, but, in truth, as having in mind to exalt himself. There is much of that kind of speaking going on amongst us, taking the form of discussion and argument and even fierce denunciation. In spite of the fact that God may call one His servant as He did Job, yet even the servant of God may have recourse to such words; words full of pride and yet in some instances beautiful words. The christian should speak beautiful words. Job was the subject of the work of God; he spoke beautiful words, and yet they were beclouded by self-exaltation and pride and bitter sarcasm. He is capable of uttering words like these; alas, that it should be so! The book is to teach us that it should not be so with us. We should learn from the book that God is not pleased with words like these. Elihu had been listening all the time. How he must have been grieved to hear these old men with hoary heads one after the other speaking against each other. According to the Lords words, So shall it not be among you. We never read that the words of Jesus are to be ended, nor do we want them to be ended, we love Him to speak to us. In fact the book would say, and as we listen we would say it too, even the officers attempting to take Him said it, Never man spake like this man. We do not want His words to be ended. But we want to end words that have the character of those of Job and of his three friends. As I said, Job spoke afterwards, but not this kind of words. Those are ended. You may say, Why are they recorded? As I said, to teach us never to have recourse to words of this kind. In chapter 38 Jehovah says to Job, Gird up now thy loins like a man; and I will demand of thee, and inform thou me. Job does not answer till chapter 40 and then it is to say that he is vile. Previous to that the Lord had said to Job, Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? (chapter 38:2). Darkening counsel by words without knowledge  how much of that there is with us, even in our care meetings and in our conversations with one another! All knowledge must flow from the knowledge of God. Unless we know God and Christ we are darkening counsel by words without knowledge. When Job comes to the end of himself he says those very words; he says, I am guilty of that. You will observe in verse 3 of the last chapter he almost quotes Jehovahs words in chapter 38. He says, Who is he that obscureth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered what I did not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not ... Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. These are Jobs words, utterly different from the time when he speaks of himself as a king in the army (see chapter 29:25), so full of his own greatness. He spoke of things which he did not understand. Many of us do that. The knowledge of God should precede all speaking, I am referring to speaking in relation to God and to His things. Everything must flow from the knowledge of God. Jehovah comes in Himself and brings Job to where he should be: I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. He will not speak words without knowledge after this. One would like to hear him now. We are not told any of his speeches after that. But you can see the lesson is learned, and Job will not be darkening counsel any more. His words are ended, and we may end ours, too. 

    Now I want to go on to the next scripture, that is to Jephthah. There is not much that comes down from Jephthah in the divine book. I am not speaking of the Bible, but there are those who contribute to the treasury of God. There is not much mentioned of Jephthah in that way, but this is a treasury statement, namely that Jephthah uttered all his words before the Lord in Mizpeh. That is the right place to utter words. Job could not have been conscious of being before the Lord when he uttered his long speeches. Jephthah was not a man who had a spiritual history like Gideon and some of the other judges. He is mentioned, however, in Hebrews 11. So he has a place in that way, and moreover, as we look into the facts we see that he is a man who read the Bible  although very little of it was on record in those early days  so God had taken him up, and he qualified for his judgeship. I wonder if all you young men and young women here read your Bible. If you neglect that Satan will attack you sooner or later and you will not be able to overcome him because you do not know your Bible. It is very humbling not to know your Bible. I find in meetings that when texts are quoted people are not able to find them. Think of the pains that God has gone to, to give us the Bible. Why should we not read it, since the apostle says to Timothy, Give thyself to reading? We should read, and if we read why should we not understand? Philip says to the eunuch, Understandest thou what thou readest?. Jephthah did read with understanding, and when the Ammonites attacked the people he was able to answer. He outlined the whole position of Israels history, and he did it with great power. It is the truth that the enemy attacks; therefore we ought to know the Scriptures and be well versed in them, if we are to serve God. The Lord Jesus Himself quoted the Scriptures in each of the temptations. He did not reason with the devil. He said, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written (Matthew 4:10). The Scriptures overwhelmed the devil, and so also did Jephthah overwhelm the Ammonites. 

    Now I am speaking of this last clause, Jephthah uttered all his words before the Lord in Mizpeh. I am sure if we were in the consciousness of being before the Lord we would not utter many words that we do utter. The Lord says, By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned (Matthew 12:37). Weigh your words! You say, I did not mean them. The Lord says, By thy words. So Jephthah saw to it that he uttered them before the Lord. I mention this in connection with Jephthah because it is corrective to Job. Had Job been conscious that Jehovah was listening his conscience would have smitten him. He would say, It was most unseemly to speak of my fellow men as I did. 

    Now I come to the pattern (1 Corinthians 14:19). The pattern is found in the assembly. The better translation reads, In [the] assembly I desire to speak five words with my understanding, that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue. I am speaking now of the importance of speaking in assembly. In assembly  that phrase is found several times in this book. The most significant use of it is found in chapter 11, When ye come together in assembly. In this passage it is speaking in assembly. It is that character of things, speaking in the assembly. By way of illustration: when speaking in parliament the members have to be careful; a member might be rejected by the use of wrong words; the members have to use words of respect for one another. It is so in any position of that same character, but how much more when it is in assembly. That is what the apostle says, Five words with my understanding. It is a question of what we say. The Spirit of God expects us to understand what we say, not like Job: words without knowledge. We are to understand what we say; although there are only five words people profit by them. The public order of God requires that: we are in the presence of God, our words are heard by God. What the apostle is concerned about is that in the assembly the understanding should be active. The word understanding is a word of peculiar character in the divine vocabulary. The wicked do not understand. It is not a question of understanding languages, it is understanding spiritual things. The wise men of the Old Testament understood. It is a remarkable thing how the word is brought in in the book of Revelation: Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six (Revelation 13:18). We are expected to understand. We are told the number. It is a mans number; it is not divine, it is not beyond us. It is within our compass, so that we should become acquainted with the rising of the antichrist  it is a constant rising: Even now are there many antichrists (1 John 2:18); but we should become acquainted with how the antichrist will rise, what his number will be. So our wisdom is taxed, our understanding is taxed. His number is six hundred and sixty six. It has been much discussed, but most of the discussions were without understanding. But we are very near to it now, and our understanding is taxed. We are called upon to count his number. The number must have a meaning, and it is found in Scripture. There are the Maschil Psalms, psalms of understanding. In Daniel 12:10 we read, None of the wicked shall understand. Such as Daniel understood, and we want to be among them that understand. 

    If we are speaking in the assembly our words are to be few. We read in Ecclesiastes 5:1,2 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of, God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter anything before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. We are to have intelligence as to what we speak. A fools voice is known by multitude of words. Paul speaks of the ten thousand words. How much better would be the five words with the understanding, but it is in the assembly you get it. Five words with my understanding, that I may instruct others also. Instruction goes on in the assembly. We get it on this principle of five words with my understanding, and as these five words are uttered, we are very much like Christ. They will be very much like those gracious words that flowed from His lips in the synagogue of Nazareth. May the Lord help us, especially in speaking in the assembly, both to God and to men. For His names sake. 
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    JUDGES 13 (CAC 6)

    Judges 13

    It is a comfort to read a chapter in the Judges where all the actings are of God. In this chapter we have the great principles on which power would come in for the salvation of the people of God in the last days: that is, all is viewed in this chapter from the divine side. As we go on with the history of Samson we may see a mixture, but in this chapter there is no mixture  all things are of God. The conditions are indicated to us on which divine power will come in to save the people of God at the end. Samson was the last judge; and he represents the last intervention of God in the deliverance of His people before the kingdom is publicly set up. 

    The principle of sovereignty comes out here, for Samson was taken out of the tribe of Daniel The tribe of Dan does not appear in Scripture in a very illustrious light, but in sovereignty the movement begins there. It is of interest too that the Philistines are the adverse power; they have appeared before in the book, but not at all prominently. It is said in chapter 15. Samson judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years. The Philistines are not among the seven wicked nations of Canaan that God had pledged Himself to dispossess, so they represent something different. They seem to represent people who are outwardly in a position that corresponds with what God has given His people. They had come up out of Egypt to the land; their history outwardly was like that of Israel, but they had come up in a natural way. They had never been under the blood of the passover lamb; they had not been redeemed; they had not gone through the Red Sea or Jordan; they had no experience of Gods ways and discipline through the wilderness. Is not that very largely the character of things in the Christian profession today? God speaks in 2 Timothy of persons who have the form of piety but deny the power of it  they deceive by imitation. They seem to indicate Philistine elements come up out of the world into the Christian sphere without conversion, without the work of God; there is no true knowledge of God with them. Those are the conditions in which the testimony of God is found today, surrounded and in danger of being influenced by Philistine elements. In presence of such conditions, power is a very great necessity. How can we meet those who deny the power? Only by having the power. 

    The point in this chapter is, He shall begin to save Israel, verse 5. While we recognise that certain leaders are raised up to do a prominent work, yet we should all be animated by the desire to save Israel. One marked feature in connection with Samson was the individual character of his labours; we never find him leading armies into actual warfare, but what he does, he does single-handed. This character of things is largely contemplated in 2 Timothy; it is an individual path of faithfulness. The more the Christian profession is leavened by the Philistine element, the more necessary it is that we should know what it is to act in the power of God. Timothy was to be a partaker in the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; he was to be a Samson in relation to the testimony, though a weak and timid man. The whole principle on which power comes in is the principle of separation to God. The great feature of 2 Timothy is the insistence on the principle of separation  one is to be a Nazarite to God. 

    We find in this chapter Gods sovereign movements; we have not the exercises or failures of Samson. God has moved sovereignly; the Nazariteship of Samson was not voluntary, not the ordinary vow of a Nazarite, but a definite call from God to Nazariteship. We read in verse 5, The boy shall be a Nazarite of God from the womb, and again in verse 7, The boy shall be a Nazarite of God from the womb to the day of his death. Now salvation for Israel comes in on that line; it is Gods side  we are committed to it. If I see the sovereignty of God in connection with myself, my exercise is that I may come up to the call of God. It is an exercise for every one of us whether we have come up to what God has marked us out for and called us to. 

    Paul says, God, who set me apart even from my mothers womb, and called me by his grace, Galatians 1: 15. It was pure sovereignty that God separated him. He says in Romans 1, separated to the gospel of God; that is, separated from every human thought, separated to the gospel, a gospel Nazarite. Then with Timothy there were certain prophecies as to what he was to be as a servant of God, and he is to take up the exercise. All corresponds with the prophecies which preceded. The divine mind was there as to him. You say, That is Timothy; but God has a definite mind in regard to every one of us. We are all called to be separate to God. There is no option given to Samsons parents and no option left to Samson; he has to move on a certain line from his mothers womb to the day of his death; and if he left that line he was ruined. I believe that is as true of you and me as of Samson; if we do not come up to the divine calling we shall be spiritually wrecked. Gods sovereign will is that we should be in complete separation from all human thoughts, from everything that has its source in Egypt; we are to be apart from influences that are natural and unclean. We are to be in separation to God, and prepared to be in a place of outward reproach. No razor was to come on his head  that was the secret of power. If I realise I am moving on the line of Gods sovereign will it will give me great power. I am not taking the initiative and hoping God will support me  many a man is like that. If God has called us to the path of absolute separation, He will maintain us in the path He has called us to. The Lord came into this world with the vows of God upon Him, and He is the true Nazarite, absolutely separate from all natural excitement and from everything that would exhilarate the natural man. He was absolutely separate and apart from everything unclean, and He always carried in full sympathy in His own spirit the reproaches of God. The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me, Romans 15:3. He was so absolutely separate to God that everything man could say against God came upon Him. That is the One who could save Israel; God can save Israel by that spirit. 

    Divine power would come out in ability to correspond with the position in which we are sovereignly placed. If we are prepared to welcome all His sovereign will, we shall welcome our assigned position in sovereignty. A brother has an assigned position; he is to be marked by readiness to pray everywhere  both at home and in the assembly; that is the sovereign will of God. Each brother and each sister is set in Gods assembly, and they are set there to function in a certain manner according to the sovereign will of God, and, if we are not, we are failures. If divine power comes in, it would help me to function according to Gods sovereign will. God has set certain in the assembly   that is a matter of gift. There are certain gifts, and they are graded, they are not all on one level. We must learn our grade in the assembly; it is no use to pretend to be an apostle if I am only a help. If I am content to be a help, power will come in in accepting the sovereignty of God. If we get out of the position in which God in His sovereignty has set us, we cannot expect power. We must not think that Nazariteship is for certain brothers and sisters only; we are under obligation to take the place of Nazariteship, and power lies in honestly accepting and answering to the obligation. 

    We must not have persons before us instead of the Lord. In this chapter Jehovah seems to say, You must keep Me in mind and not think too much of Samson. The One whose name is Wonderful is acting; now He raises up a spiritual leadership. If I look at a spiritual leader critically I may see defects, but, if I recognise the sovereignty that has put him in that place, I shall not look for defects but for evidence of the power of God. Our happiness in going on together largely depends on each one of us knowing our own place and filling it, and recognising the place which God has assigned to every other brother or sister. Spiritual power will be in proportion to our separation. 

    The angels name is Wonderful. It is a great thing to have before us the One who is Wonderful and who is acting according to His own wonderful Name. When He called me in His grace, 

    and when He set me in a certain position in the assembly, He was acting according to His wonderful Name. Through the assembly is made known the all-various wisdom of God  it is the setting forth of the wonder of Gods Name. What a pity to let Philistines come in to dispossess us from these precious thoughts! We need power to act against the Philistine element, and the power is according to the coming down and ascending of Christ Himself. He comes down in this chapter and ascends in the power of the burnt-offering. 

    The angel would direct the thoughts and heart of Manoah to Jehovah. He said, I will not eat anything you have brought. It is interesting that it is a kid and not a bullock. It is a time when there would not be a greater apprehension than a kid; still it is Christ  it is the burnt-offering and the oblation. There is the carrying out of the sovereign will of God that Christ should go into death for His people. God gives power according to the value of Christ. This is wonderful instruction in the character of divine power. Divine power would bring the Nazarite to the true place of the burnt-offering. Samsons weakness came in on the line of self-gratification, whereas the spiritual instruction set out in chapter 13 is that power moves on the line of self-sacrifice. The angel goes up; divine power is connected with an ascending Christ. People say, There is no power. Is Christ not at the right hand of God? Has He not ascended? All that power is available for every separate man and woman in this world. If there is a vessel unto honour, a vessel marked by Nazariteship, all the power of the ascended Christ is there to support and succour. Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus  that is the risen and glorified Man, and the power that is in the Spirit down here is commensurate with the glorious place of the ascended Christ. We are to be spreading forth that kind of atmosphere here. That is the sort of atmosphere in which Samson was born; he was begotten of the principles of this chapter, and that is the secret of power in the last days. If Samson had but carried with him the secret! But what marked him was the giving up of secrets. What a dreadful thing for a man called to be a Nazarite  whiter than snow  to give up his secret to a wretched Philistine woman! What could be more humiliating! What could be more degrading! But it is just a picture of what might happen to any Christian. If we give up divine secrets, we shall lose our power. 
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     25. At times is added to avoid the idea of permanent action in move. It began to strike him, but it was by impulses, as pa-am (to move) implies. 
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    NAZARITESHIP (JT 15)

    Judges 13: 17 - 20; Judges 14:5; Judges 14:7-9; Judges 15: 14 - 20; Judges 15: 1 - 3; Judges 17: 22

    I have before me the subject of Nazariteship, particularly its results as worked out dispensationally, that is in the history of the assembly: and what may be remarked at the outset is that as ever, this great subject  or the principle of it  has to be learned from Christ. For, indeed, in no other is any principle of God worked out perfectly, and it may be well, in order that our minds should be clear as to this section of Scripture, to see that it has to be understood dispensationally. For we should be greatly deceived if we were to assume that any one now could be guilty of Samsons indiscretions and, indeed, sins, and yet be a vessel of divine power. It were an entire mistake to assume that anyone today could enter into the evil associations of Samson, and yet be a vessel personally of divine power and grace. So that it has to be taken account of dispensationally. But, in using that word, beloved, it is with no thought of occupying you with mere dispensational truth. I have before me, by the Lords help, to bring out certain features of Nazariteship which should appear in a practical way among the people of God. But, in order that the great principle should be clearly before us, the Spirit of God gives it in its abstract perfection in chapter 13, before He comes to the history of Samson, affording, as it does, such sorrowful events, for we must not conclude that God in any way overlooked or justified these occurrences to which I have referred  far otherwise. But He gives us in chapter 13, as I said, an outline of Nazariteship in its abstract perfection, and, in order to understand the working of it in a poor failing man like Samson, we have to have clearly in our souls the abstract idea  we have to see, dear brethren, that Nazariteship involves the negation of all that in which nature lives  even legitimate things. And so the angel appears, as you will know, on two occasions: first, to Samsons mother, Manoahs wife; and, secondly, to her and her husband. And, on each occasion, He insists on the principle of Nazariteship, so that they, at least should have it clearly in their minds, and, as you will observe, we have not only His words, but His wondrous actions. His name, as He says, is Wonderful, and you can understand that the working out of Nazariteship should be wonderful. And so He announced His name, which was indeed a secret (for Nazariteship itself is a secret). No one can be here for God unless he understands the secret of Nazariteship, and not only that he should understand it, but keep it. It is a great thing to learn how to keep secrets. God has shown us the way, beloved friends, for He kept secret, things from the foundation of the world. He kept secret the great thought of the Mystery. As we read in the Book of Proverbs: The glory of God is to conceal a matter, Proverbs 25:2 and a principle that runs through Nazariteship is that of secrecy. But the angel did wondrously. Who can he represent, beloved brethren, save our Lord, Jesus Christ? whose Name, as we read elsewhere, is called Wonderful. How wondrously the Lord in His pathway in this world maintains the great principle of Nazariteship! He was, indeed, a Nazarite unto God, from His birth in a most absolute way, and, yet, He came, as we are told, eating and drinking, as it says: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:14. He went in and out among the people as one of them and yet in the secret of His mind, and in every detail of His life, He was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separated from sinners Hebrews 7:26. How such a life, beloved, should be maintained in this world, and, yet, all that was due to God and to man, and to His parents, and to His relatives, should be fully recognised is the secret. 

    And, so the angel, as we are told, did wondrously. What the wonderful things were are not stated. It is left for us, as having the Spirit of God, to trace out the wonders in the life of Jesus. It is after we have our need met through His death, and after we get the Spirit, that we may go to the gospels, and trace out these wonders. His Name is Wonderful. And so the gospels abound with illustrations of the wonders of His life of Nazariteship in this world. And in order to show that the end corresponds with the beginning, see how He went out. He who did wondrously in this world in maintaining in its absoluteness the idea of Nazariteship to God. The angel, as we read here, went up in the flame of the sacrifice. How infinitely pure and holy, beloved, was the life of that Man as portrayed for us in the gospels, particularly in Luke. He went out, as I may say, in the fire of a sacrifice. How infinitely delightful to God was such a life. Having maintained Nazariteship, He went out of this world, as one might say, in the fire of His own sacrifice. Oh, beloved, what a life the gospels present to us. And so we can understand the insistence in the Acts on the part of God that Peter and John should go and stand in the temple, and speak all the words of that life. So, the Angel goes up in the flame. He ascends up to Heaven in the flame of the sacrifice  in the flame of the Altar. You see, therefore, in the wondrous actings of the angel, the suggestion for us of this great principle of which I am speaking. So, when we take up the history of Samson, we have to face, alas, a history of failure  a history, indeed, in which dispensationally every one of us has had his part. It is well to identify ourselves, dear brethren, although we may be in the secret of Nazariteship, and although we may be reaping the fruits of it, as I hope to show, it is well for us, humbly and soberly, to take account of the history of the assembly in all its features. For we cannot be with God without taking account of things just as they are: and so the addresses to the assemblies have in view that the overcomer in each should have the mind of the Lord as to the occurrences  the sins  of the responsible body. And so I proceed to dwell for a moment on the features of Nazariteship that work out, notwithstanding the failure and these events of which I have read. And, dear, brethren, one point of great importance is that we should keep clearly in view the features of Nazariteship as outlined in chapter 13. For God never  He has never diverted one iota from these principles. If the results of Nazariteship come to us notwithstanding the failure of the vessel, this is only to magnify divine grace. How He can work out and recognise the features of the Nazarite and bring about the results therefrom, notwithstanding the failure is a subject of the deepest interest and the more we understand it, the more we shall magnify the grace of God that bears with us. For surely no one can read these chapters without being impressed with the forbearance of God in regard of Samsons conduct. The consideration of it, as I said, viewed dispensationally, impresses you with the magnitude of divine grace, and it encourages you to rely on the infinite resources of grace which are with God. Well, now I want to dwell for a moment on the first scripture I read in chapter 14. I want to show, dear brethren, how Nazariteship results in life. You see Samson is met by the lion. Here, we may speak of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the outset of the dispensation corresponded, as we may say, with Him. The Philistine woman in the distance surely does not correspond. But there is here what does suggest to us the power of Christ. For, who but He, beloved, could rend the lion as one rends a kid, without a weapon? But, we are concerned with Nazariteship, and if we are to be among the bees, as one might say, we have to understand this secret. You see, secrecy is one of the features of these passages. The exploit was done unknown to others, but the presence of the bees in the carcase brings to our attention, dear brethren, a point of the deepest interest, for they represent unquestionably the energy of life  the energy of life in mutuality  in the most active co-operation with a definite end. And so I would point out, dear brethren, this great feature of Nazariteship  how the secret of it is known in our souls, the secret of the overthrow of death, for we are to have part in this. How very really these bees had to do with death. There can be no life according to God save as we maintain direct relation with the death of Christ. Any mutual relations  any active co-operation aside from direct relation with the death of Christ cannot issue in what is of God. There may be results, but they are not such as are according to the revelation of God in Christ. We know, it says: we have passed from death unto life because we love the brethren 1 John 3:14. We know, beloved, we have passed from death unto life. It is not simply that we have passed out of the world into life. We have passed from death to life. If we touch life according to God at all it is life out of death. It is not simply that Jesus has been in death, and has annulled him that had the power of death. We pass out of death into life There is the definite acceptance of death. It is in the definite acceptance of death that we touch life. How very really these bees represent the activity of life in co-operation. How very vividly they were in death. They were in the carcase of the lion and so there was honey. You see, we want the pure product. Any active co-operation, with whatever good intentions, aside from rigid relation with the death of Christ, cannot result in the pure honey. This result is not a public matter  it is a riddle  it is a secret matter. As I said, we cannot be here for God, there cannot be results for God, aside from the secret. We have to understand in the secret of our souls, we have to do with the death of Christ, to be in direct relation to the death of Christ, and, hence, as the result of such active and mutual co-operation  the result is pure  we have got the honey. As the Lord says, in Canticles, speaking in Spirit: I have eaten my honey with my honeycomb. Song of Songs 5:1. He would not regard any impure products as His. He hates adulteration. He hates mixture as the type shows us. If He calls it My honey, it must be the pure product  it must be unmixed by the flesh. Well, now, I want to go on to the next chapter  chapter 15. I think I have shown that life with pure results for God is the direct outcome of Nazariteship, and I have no doubt that this answers to the early history of the assembly. There was hearty co-operation  baptism and the Lords supper were maintained, and in this way the death of Christ was in view, and the flesh shut out, so that there were pure results for God and for the saints. But now that we come to chapter 15 we have another feature of the death of Christ. For these conditions of which I have spoken have to be maintained, and chapter 15, I believe, sets before us the means of the maintenance of these mutual relations in life. I do not know anything, dear brethren, so practical as the thought of a circle of life, and every one of us here can prove satisfactorily to his own soul as to whether he is in it or otherwise, for it says: We know we have passed from death unto life because we love the brethren. 1 John 3:14. The epistle of John insists on conscious knowledge. The gospel is more objective as we can readily understand. As the Lord says: He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me hath everlasting life. John 5:24. But the epistle says: We know we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. 

    Did you ever look, dear brethren, for that evidence? 

    Because we love the brethren. It is an encouragement to all those of whom it is true, but it shuts out mere profession. We must have that subjective evidence if we are to enjoy this holy circle of life. And as I said, it is the product  the secret of Nazariteship. But how is this to be maintained? I think you will see, as I proceed, that these passages are what I may call constructive. If the conditions of life are to be maintained, there has to be what corresponds with the jawbone of the ass, and I would remark, for those who may not have the better translation, that the word new is better rendered moist, fresh  as we see in the margin. And I have no doubt that word fresh or moist is the key to this Scripture. For the constant tendency is that we should become stale or dried up. We all know how even the reception of precious truth or ministry into our souls, which, for the moment causes gladness or freshness, how quickly it fades, and how it loses its power, and so God has provided for continual freshness. And I have no doubt, dear brethren, that the Lords supper, in a striking way, corresponds with this section. One may speak reverently of our Lord Jesus Christ as having Himself been in death. The idea of death is surely in the carcase of the lion. But death has been overthrown through Jesus going into death. But look, beloved, He went into death, and the emblems of the Lords supper speak to our hearts of the fact that He Himself has lain in death. We can readily see the distinction that has to be made between an ass and a lion, the former representing a creature of great usefulness to men  indeed, in the east one of the most useful of creatures, and one may reverently regard our Lord Jesus Christ as become man. How available He was to man. The gospel opens up instance after instance in which the Lord is seen as serviceable. He came here to serve. I am amongst you as he that serves. Luke 22:27. 

    He was here on account of man. He was here to serve man, and that service, that devotion, to man by the Mediator led Him into death. The precious blood of Christ was separated from His body, and this solemn fact is before us Lords day after Lords day, as we contemplate the emblems of the Lords supper. How it comes home to our hearts that He has been in death! The Lord of glory lay in death! Is that a matter of history? No, beloved. It is a matter of today. If you regard it as a matter of history it will not be a moist jawbone. It will be a dried up one, as it is, alas, to many. How dry the so-called sacrament is as taken all around us! Is that the divine intent in it? The very opposite. The idea is that things should be maintained in freshness. We are brought back through the jawbone. How much enters into it I have not time to go into now. But we all know that part of the face has to do with communications and how precious are the communications of Christ. What volumes His death speaks to us! And so Samson finds it says, a moist or fresh jawbone of an ass. I wonder if we have all found it. I speak to young ones here who may recently have come into fellowship, so to speak, and I would urge upon you the importance of finding this fresh jawbone. The Lords supper, of which you partake, is no mere historical incident. The death of Christ is as fresh in significance as it was when it happened. It is brought to us in the Supper. It is the power of that entering into the soul that gives it vigour and freshness and hence the great victory of Samson  and so may I not say, beloved, the victories of modern times. We are truly living in wonderful times. We are living in times, I believe, marked by this very thing, that the recognition of the love of Christ in His death, the acceptance of it in the souls of His people, have led to freshness and vigour and power, so that the Philistine hosts, that is to say, 

    those big men who stood between us and the truth of God, have been overcome, and we have the truth in our hands. We have it living in us as the Lord intends we should have it. So we are free from Philistine domination. The Philistines were big men, and as you all know, inhabited the land of Canaan. They got into that land without going through death, and Israel was dominated by them. So the great victory of Samson. I believe we are enjoying the great fruits of this victory at the present time. It all lies in the secret of the death of Christ  that He Himself has been into death, He has been there in His love for us, He has been down to make known the heart of God to us  so Samsons triumphant words: Heaps upon heaps by the jawbone of an ass I have slain a thousand men. Judges 15:16. But, then, that is not all, beloved. The Lords supper in itself will not do  wonderful as it is when rightly understood. You see, Samson thirsted. The Lord supper is meat and drink. And so Samson cries. I believe that, in connection with the revival of the truth of the Lords supper amongst the saints, and its effects upon them that we have had, brought into evidence the great importance of prayer, and I would urge the importance of it at this present time. I would urge it. This Enhakkore is the well of him that cried. Do you know anything about it, you Christian, here? That you can have refreshment, that you can be sustained in the power of the Spirit by prayer, by living in dependence upon God  calling upon Him. You see many of us live on the meetings. Precious, indeed, as the Lords supper is, precious as its effects upon our souls, it is not all. The meetings afford a wonderful income, but we must have private incomes. I would speak to young ones particularly. You must learn to have private means, as we say, for it is not at all according to God that you should live merely upon 

    Meaning the Callers Spring. 

    the meetings. You will become thirsty. For you have not the meetings always with you. You have the six days of the week in which you have to tread the wilderness, and you have to learn to call upon God; you have to learn to maintain secret relations with God  to call upon God. If you begin definitely to pray in regard of every difficulty, every thirst, every want, you will find that you are beginning to accumulate a private income, and you will be able to contribute to the meeting  to the assembly  instead of being a tax. I proceed to the next passage, that is, the great exploit at Gaza, because I want to show you how the truth has come to light as a consequence of Nazariteship and when I speak of it in this way, I speak of it as having been worked out in certain ones. I am not prepared to undertake that all the saints have been in the good of it. Certainly, the public body has been marked by these sins which appear here, and I speak thus so that we may measure ourselves up and see how much we have been in Nazariteship  how much we have contributed to the recovery of these wonderful things which we are enjoying. So, what I find, what I understand, in the great exploit at Gaza, is the great truth of resurrection. So far, we have had the principle of life in the circle here, and the power that accrues from the Lords supper, and from the recognition of prayer, and from the power of the Spirit and now, when we come to the exploit of Gaza, we have the truth of the Son of God; in other words, dear brethren, we have the truth of the epistle to the Colossians. The Lord has graciously recovered for us that great truth that we are risen with Christ, and what comes into view now is that there is something that is before this world. It is a wonderful moment when it dawns upon the soul that God has a world. The Son of God has a world of His own. He was disdained in this world. He came into it. It did not know Him. 

    He came into the world  the world was made by Him and the world did not know Him. But, now, in resurrection, He takes up another world. He inaugurates a world of His own, and Hebron stands for that. We are told it was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. It is something that precedes this present world. How delightful to have the suggestion brought to us of the Son of God  and the world that He builds. As I ascend to the hill that is before Hebron, I get a view of it. As in the company of Him who takes the doors and gates of Gaza, bar and all, and carries them up to a hill that is before Hebron, see the power I have in my soul. I have a sense that I am with One who has power to overthrow this world, and I look across from the eminence on which I am now by faith as risen with Christ, and I see Hebron in all its spiritual significance. Would that every young person here could get a look at it! It would mean deliverance from this world. You would see what was in the mind of God before the foundation of the world. He had a world of His own there  the world established by His Son  by the power of which He was raised from the dead. You see the exceeding greatness of the power of God. 

    In closing, I just say a word on the re-growth of Samsons hair. I have no doubt that the exploit at Gaza is the end of one chapter. Indeed, we read at the end of chapter 15 that Samson judged Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines. I have no doubt that that refers to the peculiar dominance which the truth of the Lords supper and the Spirit has given to the saints. But, although the Philistines exist and stalk about in Christendom in their fancied greatness, there is something much greater and, indeed, I may say that we are not in victory unless we understand there is that which is greater  that, in the recognition of the anointing, there is that which is greater than what these great men have. But, then, 

    you see, Hebron is another step. Hebron takes us beyond their range. They may speak of the sacraments and the Spirit, but who among them knows anything about Hebron? I do not believe that there is a single person in any system of this world who understands Hebron. You cannot understand it as you remain in any system of this world. It is outside of this world. It is in resurrection. It is beyond the range of men to understand Hebron. Hence, beloved, the wonderful triumph of God  the victory He has given us through Nazariteship in whomsoever it has been seen. We have come into the light of the great fact that we are risen with Christ, and of the exceeding greatness of the power of God, which God wrought in him in raising Him from the dead. But, then, we go back, and we find that the sorrowful history of shame, leading up to the Nazarite being the sport of the world  being in the worlds prison. We cannot evade the shame of this. We cannot evade what the assembly has come to in this world, and so I take the re-growth of Samsons hair to be a collateral suggestion in connection with chapter 15 and the exploit of Gaza. What does the re-growth of hair mean, but the energy of life? There can be no growth of hair aside from the energy of life. We all know how the loss of hair in nature signifies the wane of life. But, thank God, there is, in the history of the assembly, what corresponds to the re-growth of Samsons hair. One would be very practical  one would urge to make inquiry as to whether our hair has begun to grow. It is a very simple thought, but it is the evidence of life, and it spells the overthrow of this world. You may think there is very little development of life in your soul, but that principle that is working in your soul spells the overthrow of this world. The Lord says: Woe to the world because of offences. Matthew 18:7. The world is guilty of captivating and corrupting the assembly, and the world has to pay the penalty. 

    In the government of God, this world has got to come down. Because of its offences it has to come down. I look to myself, and I see in myself the development of divine life, and I say there is the principle by which this world has to come down. Is it not a great principle? But it says Samsons hair began to grow after it was shaven. Judges 16:22. Can we not see at the present time the evidence of that hair growing? I can see it. Thank God! I can see it, and, as I see it, I see the world about to be overthrown. It is imminent. We have within ourselves, I believe, the means of discovering as to the end of things. Samsons hair has begun to grow: as the Lord says to Philadelphia; Thou hast a little power. Revelation 3:8. There was life there  there was love there. Love is the evidence of life and the Lord credits what there is to the whole assembly  the nearer you get to the heart of the Lord, the more you shall find every member of His body in His mind when He is speaking to Philadelphia. Samsons hair has begun to grow. There is the evidence of life, and, presently, the world is coining down by that same power. Think, dear brethren, of what a principle is working in us as the hair begins to grow  as the evidence of recovery is apparent. After he was shaven ... after he had lost his Nazariteship, his hair is now beginning to grow, and there is, therefore, the unmistakable intimation that the world and all its glory has to come down. The Philistine house of mirth, with its three thousand nobility is undoubtedly a type of the world in its glory, and it comes down. I speak of it, because of its bearing upon us. How great is the principle that is working in us  no less than that by which the Lord will subdue all things to Himself  for the power that works in us is the power by which He was raised from the dead. It is Gods power that is in us, and it is about to apply to this world. It is coming down. I have no doubt the exit of the angel in that wonderful way into Heaven speaks of our exit out of this world. The Lord will see to it that we shall go up in all the purity and holiness that is according to heaven. There shall not be the least discrepancy between us and heaven as we enter into it. That is the prospect that is before us. And so one would urge this great principle of Nazariteship. We are living in days of material prosperity, and material prosperity induces natural enjoyment. It induces natural enjoyment. We tend to go in for legitimate things to the full, whereas, if we look into Nazariteship, it saves us in such circumstances. God withholds no good thing from those that love Him and walk uprightly. But we must be on our guard that our blessings do not become our curse. And the only escape from the danger of material prosperity lies in Nazariteship  in keeping in close touch with the death of Christ. 
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    THE SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT (5) (JT 33)

    Judges 13:15 - 21; Judges 14:5 - 9; Judges 15:14 - 20; Judges 16:22; Judges 16:28 - 30

    JTGideons judgeship was basically right in that he asserted the principle that governed the time, which was that Jehovah should rule His people immediately, and that there should be no king save Him. The action of Abimelech later was to overthrow that. There is a certain analogy to this in the history of the church; with the revival of the truth of the dispensation, the rights of God being fully owned, a subsequent movement occurred with the intent of denying and nullifying it. Abimelechs attempt was to nullify the principle that Gideon asserted. The men of Israel would have made Gideon king, but he disclaimed all right to, or desire for kingship for himself or his son. 

    AFMWhat was the feature of that evil movement? 

    JTThat which we are gaining from now became interfered with; namely, the revival of the truth of the assembly. There was the desire to rule in a clerical way on the part of some. Abimelech was related to Gideon; it was therefore an evil rising from within, not from without  a sort of antichristian movement from within. 

    AFMDesiring to have a place of pre-eminence. 

    JTYes. And Jothams parable (chapter 9) met that in testimony; it was spoken from mount Gerizim and at a distance; but was spoken very plainly, as intending to show that only one who was worthless in himself would aspire to kingship. The thorn bush did this. The trees which were useful, and consciously so, renounced the thought of kingship. They preferred to maintain their own service. The fig, the olive, and the vine were conscious of rendering service, and refused to leave their function of bearing fruit. 

    AFMThey abode in the place which God assigned them. 

    WMA similar thing is pointed out by the apostle, Paul, who says, From among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things, (Acts 20:30). It does not say perverse things. 

    JTThat was Abimelech. He had a certain relation with Gideon, but the whole position was perverted. 

    RemPerhaps those of us who know something of events of eighty years ago see application of this to the Newton movement. 

    JTI was thinking of that. It was not bad doctrine which came out at first, but the revival of clericalism. 

    AFMDo you think that the revival of clericalism was to draw away the disciples after them, as in Acts 20? 

    JTYes, like Abimelech, he made an alliance with the Shechemites. 

    ARWas Abimelechs movement an attack against God who was to rule over the people? 

    JTYes; it was definitely against God. And the offence was the more heinous because Gideon had asserted that God alone was to be King. 

    RemIn this day men sin against the Holy Spirit in the same sense. 

    JTReminding us of that remarkable tract, The Notion of a Clergyman; Dispensationally the Sin against the Holy Ghost. 

    APWhere did Abimelech get the idea of being king? 

    JTIt is what is in each of our hearts, and belongs to fallen man. It appeared in Nimrod; and, in connection with the people of God, the idea came in with the descendants of Esau; before there was any king in Israel, they had their kings. It is what man as after the flesh aspires to. 

    AFMIt did not conflict, with the desire of faith for a king, when every man did what was right in his own eyes, (chapter 21:25). 

    JTGod finally brought in a king; but Jehovah was to be their King. And that is what Gideon asserted. We are brought into the kingdom of God. One great feature of the testimony today is the kingdom of God; it is the moral sway of God here. 

    RemI suppose in 1 Samuel the desire for a king was engendered by what was seen in the nations around; the influence of what surrounds us is terrible! 

    JTYes. The epistle to the Romans brings in the kingdom of God, which is a moral thing. It is a mediatorial kingdom, but none the less Gods kingdom, for the King is God. 

    AFMThat is, in Christ. 

    ARIs there any significance in Abimelechs relations gathering around him in chapter 9? 

    JTWell, they were his mothers brethren. He did not have a mother like Gideon. That was, doubtless, where the difficulty primarily lay. 

    GWHSo that the thought of kingship according to God is not inconsistent with this mediatorial system which is developed in Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles. 

    JTNo. You come to the mediatorial side in chapter 13. The Angels name is wonderful. He did wondrously too. There is a foreshadowing of Christ who bears this name. 

    WB-wThe overthrow of Abimelech was by a woman and a young man. 

    JTIt is the feminine side; an unnamed woman crushed his skull. It is the same thing in character, as with Sisera and Goliath, the head is prominent. Satan works in opposing God through mans mental ability. 

    WB-wIt says, And a woman cast the upper stone of a handmill on Abimelechs head, and crushed his skull. Then he called hastily to the young man that carried his armour, and said to him, Draw thy sword, and slay me, that they say not of me, A woman killed him. And his young man thrust him through, and he died (chapter 9:53,55). 

    JTThe woman knew how to use what was ready to hand; no doubt she had often used it in domestic affairs. 

    JSJust as Samson used the jawbone of an ass. 

    JTExactly. He found it. 

    JSIs Samson seen on a lower plane than Gideon? 

    JTIt will be necessary to review the position clearly from chapter 13, so that Samsons ministry might be rightly understood, for many young people must be greatly puzzled as to how God could use a man like this at all. I think the incident of Manoah is somewhat higher: the Angel ... ascended, it says. As to Gideon, we read: the Angel of Jehovah departed out of his sight (chapter 6:21). 

    QuesHave you any thought why the name of Samson s mother is not given? In other cases the name is emphasised. Has this incident another point in view? 

    JTI think she represents a subjective condition, reflecting somewhat on those responsible. I think she represents what often occurs, that the general condition of a meeting may be beyond its leaders. The responsible ones may not be equal to the current state of the brethren, which is a great disadvantage. So that although Manoah prays for another visitation, and the prayer is answered, yet the visitation is again to the woman, not to him. I think he is slighted; his position is owned and his prayer answered, but the woman is honoured right through. 

    AFMWould you give us a brief outline of the judges that intervene? 

    JTJust to touch on them: Abimelech is a type of antichrist, and a deadly blow is dealt him by a woman. There is a feminine element running through this book that is to be taken notice of; it insures victory for God. We must also note, alas! a feminine element in a bad sense, in the later chapters. There are two other judges following, Tola and Jair; then Jephthah, a man on very much lower ground than Gideon. There was great general declension, after Gideons judgeship, as chapter 10:6 - 9 shows. But the children of Israel cried to Jehovah, saying We, have sinned against thee (verse 10). The Ammonite attacks and Jephthah is called; he is an extraordinary man, really a sort of freebooter; and yet God uses him. I think this is to remind us that God acts to carry out His thoughts in ways different from what we might conjecture. Jephthah had remarkable knowledge of Scripture. There was evidently something hidden in the man that did not appear in his general conduct up to this time. 

    GWHSomething which God sees, for He searches the hearts, (Romans 8:27). 

    AFMThe attack here (chapter 10:17) was from the wilderness side where the two and a half tribes were. Is there any significance in that? Does it suggest Romans and Numbers? 

    JTI think it is Romans, the truth of the gospel; the danger would be of being robbed of it. The children of Ammon claimed territory that God gave to Israel through Moses, not Joshua. It is a lower level, but most important. If we lose Romans, the foundations are gone. So Jephthah outlines the territory, and points out that Israel had possessed it for three hundred years. Why then did not Ammon contest it before? he asks. 

    WB-wThey sent for Jephthah saying, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight against the children of Ammon (chapter 11:6). 

    JTHe did not want a position like Abimelech. God used him, which shows that there must have been a moral work in him. He is well able to outline the divine territory; and understands Israels history. He says, Israel took not away the land of Moab, nor the land of the children of Ammon (verse 15), which is an important point. He does not strike a blow until he clearly lays out the case. There should be no war without the case being made clear; he was not entering blindly into the struggle, nor does he wish his enemies to do so. Israels cause was a righteous one. Of course, a great deal could be said of Jephthah, of how he uttered his words at Mizpah before the Lord; all of which shows that there was more in him than appeared on the surface. He is an example of the latent ability which may be among the people of God, but which is known only to God, and brought forward by Him as needed. We should be warned against pushing brothers forward for leadership: Gods choice is usually hidden, and brought forward and promoted by Himself. Jephthah, however, was much behind Gideon in the traits of Christ; his conflict with Ephraim was very distressing. 

    GWHIt was so lacking of the wise, conciliatory spirit Gideon had shown. 

    AFMThere was not the same discipline or spiritual formation in Jephthah as in Gideon, nor the same judgeship. 

    HSDHe is mentioned in Hebrews 11. 

    GWHWhich shows there was faith. 

    ARSJephthah is primarily the peoples selection, not Gods. 

    JTYes. But the Lord takes him on and uses him. As our brother remarked, he is honourably mentioned in Hebrews; such comments of the New Testament help us. There was faith and a knowledge of the territory of God. In a certain way there is an analogy in Luther. That was his point, really, Romans. He knew that much; and God uses us according to what we have. It is clear that Jephthah had a knowledge of the contested territory which God had given to Israel, and he would not forfeit one inch of it. 

    WMWhy has Samson to deal with the Philistines more than with others? 

    JTThis is an extended Philistine oppression. Shamgars contact with the Philistines earlier evidently was when they were not generally oppressive; he slew six hundred. It was an exploit against that class, a class which is always present. It is well to strike at them when you can. They represent a principle of the flesh in its bigness, as growing up in the land; and Shamgar struck successfully. But in Samsons time it was a long oppressive domination of forty years. 

    AFMIt appears that they came from Egypt, whence Israel came, but did not learn redemption. 

    JTThey claimed a status because they were in the land. But they did not get there in Gods way; they took the short cut; whereas, Israel came Gods way. 

    AFMThe Philistines, as you said, were big; but Israel had to become small, they had to learn the way out of Egypt by death. 

    JTWhat Rahab did to the spies indicates what the Philistines did not do; she sent them out another way, (James 2:25). The Philistines came to Canaan the ordinary way; but another way is the way that faith takes. Christendom is on the principle of the ordinary way, as were the Philistines; whereas, faith takes the other way, which brings in conflict. The Philistines are marked by the numeral five  five cities, five lords; this developed into the numeral six  six toes, six fingers. There is development in the position, and they became Israels most potent enemies. They were finally subdued by David. 

    GWHIt says, Jehovah gave them into the hand of the Philistines forty years (chapter 13:1). As though He had done it. 

    JTThis character of discipline is seen right through the book. God allows different enemies to dominate. So that chapter 13 brings out His way of meeting this feature of oppression: He takes account of Manoahs wife. 

    GWHHe meets this enemy through Nazariteship. 

    JTBut He begins by speaking first to the woman. That is a special feature running through this book; it is the element represented by the woman, in a subjective and corrective way. It is not that all the people were marked by it, but that God is pleased to establish this principle. 

    AFMDoes this peculiar oppression give us a key to the declining state of the people? 

    JTI suppose it does. It is very solemn, that the form of the flesh typified in the Philistines should have been allowed to flourish until it dominated Israel. What has occurred in the history of the church is in view. 

    GWHIt would be through the breakdown of the responsible element. 

    JTEvidently. So that we have to carefully consider this chapter. The Angel appears to the woman with good tidings, and she relates the facts to her husband. Manoah is a remarkable kind of man; not only is he interested in the communication to his wife, but he prays to God to let the man of God come again. She says of the man of God, His appearance was like the appearance of an angel of God (verse 6). She had ability to discern in this person a heavenly visitant. How different he was from a Philistine! Manoah did not distinguish the Angel as his wife did; so that when he came the second time Manoah says, What is thy name, that when thy word cometh to pass we may do thee honour? Well, he was assuming quite a little in promising that he would do him honour. Let us detain thee, Manoah says, and we will make ready a kid of the goats for thee. We should notice that the Angels answer suggests what is mediatorial: If thou wilt offer a burnt-offering, thou shalt offer it up to Jehovah. He is asserting the rights of God, as the Lord Jesus did. 

    AFMHe is called the Angel. 

    JTYes. So Manoahs proposal to do him honour when thy word cometh to pass is poor. The angel says, My name ... is wonderful. It is very poor to talk about honouring one so evidently great, 

    when his sayings come to pass. You can see how this name is expanded, for in Isaiah 9:6 Christs name is called Wonderful. And then the Angel immediately proceeds, as the offering is made, to do wonderful things. Manoah did not have to wait until his word came to pass; it was a question of discerning the greatness of the person before his eyes. People put things off to the coming of the Lord; but the point is what is now before us. The person is here whose name is wonderful, and he does wondrously. It says twice, And Manoah and his wife looked on. They were brought to that point, of looking on. 

    WMSaints speak about the coming of the Lord, instead of what we have now. I suppose the event of His coming is not the hope of the church. 

    JTIt is the Lord Himself. Christ Jesus our hope, (1 Timothy 1:1). It is not exactly an event, but a Person that we have before us. Here He is doing wonderful things, in response to which, Manoah and his wife looked on and fell on their faces to the ground. 

    QuesThe inquiry of Manoah as to the Angels name is like the Jews in Johns gospel looking for signs; it was lack of faith. 

    JTYes. The trouble was in not seeing who was there. So here the Angel ascends in the flame of the altar. The Lord says, Behold, more than Solomon is here, and again, Behold, more than Jonas is here, (Luke 11:31,32). It is not now a staff in the Angels hand, as with Gideon. It is more like Johns ministry, in this chapter. The staff connects with what God had been doing. Here it is, typically, the Lord Himself who is the beginning. 

    JSWhat He is in Himself. So that the Lord ascends in John. 

    WMIt is not previous work or experience, but something new. 

    JTThe Person Himself is in view. John has that in mind  to bring in the Person, who is greater than anything He does; it is Himself. 

    SMcCThe disciples contemplated his glory, (John 1:14). 

    JTThey saw what was there. It was said to John the baptist: Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit; and John said: I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God, (John 1:33,34). And yet the Son of God was not viewed as doing anything at that time; for the same John says, In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, he who comes after me, (John 1:26). 

    JENI am glad for these thoughts as to Johns gospel. There is no true beginning until Christ. 

    JTYou have a real beginning, the Person Himself. 

    WMAs we have it here, the responsible element fails; it is the woman, which is similar to John. 

    JTWomen, as representing the work of God, are prominent in Johns gospel. 

    ANWThe woman speaks of Him as Jehovah, but Manoah, as God. 

    JTIt says, Manoah knew that it was the Angel of Jehovah, And Manoah said to his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God (verses 21,22). Manoah was the responsible element, he had a sense of responsibility to God, but he did not know God. The woman knew Him, and bases her remarks on that knowledge. She said, If Jehovah were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt-offering and an oblation at our hands, neither would he have showed us all these things, nor would he at this time have told us such things as these (verse 23). I think that is excellent; she speaks from her knowledge of God. Manoah ought to have known these things, for both Abraham and Moses had seen God in the sense spoken of here; but he is not equal to the privileges accorded to him. 

    RemShe turns (verse 23) to the name of revealed relationship, Jehovah. 

    JTManoahs wife goes beyond Deborah; her reasons are based on her knowledge of God, as verse 23 shows. 

    Now coming to Samson, it may be well to point out, as was said already, that it must be a great puzzle to understand how God could use such a man. But if his life is taken up typically, it may be seen that God, in the history of the church, has done wonderful things in spite of adverse conditions. We have unmistakably, the Nazarite at the beginning, and then the death of Christ in a remarkable manner, both in the slaying of the lion and in the honey in its carcass; and the fresh jawbone of an ass points to the continued freshness of His death. Then there is reference to the Spirit in the drinking of the well of Lehi, and Colossian ground typified in the taking of the doors and bars of Gazah to the top of the mountain that is before Hebron. Samsons awful fall follows, brought about through the disclosure of the secret of his power from God. Then with the regrowth of his hair there is seen power which results in the overthrow of the world. The history unmistakably refers, not to a particular phase of the church, but to its whole history  what God has done and will do despite the conditions described. The element of Nazariteship is seen running right through the history of the assembly, which shows that in however small a way or in whomsoever that element exists, God will surely recognise it and vindicate Himself. 

    PAIs there any subjective feature in the life of Samson? 

    JTThe renewed growth of his hair and his exploits of power indicate that there was a work of God in him. He is one of the men of faith mentioned in Hebrews 11, and faith is an evidence of the work of God in one. 

    RemIt says, And the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him at Mahaneh-Dan, between Zoreah and Eshtaol (verse 25). 

    JTThe Spirit began to move him in his own locality. 

    AFMAre the people at the lowest ebb here? Whereas before, God generally delivered His people not only through the judge but through the people themselves, here it is by Samson alone and through Nazariteship. 

    JTI think the oppression here has to be taken account of as covering the whole history of the church in the antitype. Whether the element of Nazariteship is great, as it was at the beginning, or small as subsequently, or whether it is found running side by side with the greatest sins, such as the history of the church shows, yet God always is true to that principle, and power is there as the result. 

    RemI suppose, Let a man prove himself (1 Corinthians 11:28) would be Nazariteship preserved in freshness and vigour. If it is in evidence, it must be in relation to the Lords supper. 

    JTIt would be so. I have no doubt the position in chapter 15, the exploit at Lehi, alludes to the Lords supper; it comes in there in the fresh jawbone. The Philistines spread over Lehi and Judah; that is, they were right among the leading tribe, which is most sorrowful. And those of Judah answer Samson, Knowest thou not that the Philistines rule over us? (verse 11). That is a most solemn admission; and they actually bind and deliver him over to them. This act of Judah foreshadowed that of the Jews in handing Christ over to the Romans. 

    JSWe have no king but Caesar, (John 19:15). 

    JTYes. They handed the Lord over to His enemies, thinking they had triumphed; as no doubt Satan thought at Gethsemane and the cross. It says of Samson that the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and the cords that were on his arms became as threads of flax that are burned with fire. That is to say, the power of God exhibited itself in regard to that which held him. 

    AFMYou refer to this as typical of Christs death and resurrection? 

    JTQuite. Then it says, And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass. Samson found it. I think that the figure runs on to the Lords death as seen in the Lords supper. It is not a mere historical matter; if it were only that, it would be as dry as the dry bones that Ezekiel saw in the valley. That is what the sacrament of the Lords supper is like in christendom; there is no freshness about it; it is just a religious observance with no sap in it at all. The Lords supper implies that His death is an ever present thing, as if it happened this very day. It is never really and fully enjoyed except in this light; which makes it not a question of history simply, but enables us to enter into the present bearing of His death. 

    WMHow do you apply the fresh jawbone to the Supper? 

    JTThe death of Christ is brought to us in this fresh way. One might inquire as to that which is on the table. The answer would be, a loaf. But the Lord said of it, when instituting His supper, this is my body, (Matthew 26:26). 

    WMDo you mean that the ass represents Christ as become sin? 

    JTOf course an eastern ass is a noble domesticated creature, and typically it refers to Christ in that sense. Balaams ass, for example, was a remarkable creature: It said, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine to this day? was I ever wont to do so to thee? (Numbers 22:30). 

    RemIt was a faithful servant. 

    JTBut the jawbone would refer to the state of Samson as a believer. He was dwelling in the cleft of the rock just prior to this slaughter of the Philistines. What had engaged him there? We must bear in mind that these exploits are not simply incidents, but are types. He judged Israel twenty years we are told; he was not always slaying Philistines. The cleft of the rock was an invaluable place to be in. Moses had been there before him, and Samson would doubtless know that. God had put Moses there. Typically, he was in Christ  in the sense of security. The jawbone suggests the power of mastication; there is not only to be the reception of the word of God, but its mastication and assimilation. The Lord Jesus emphasises the word of God, in His temptation in the wilderness. He says, Man shall ... live ... by every word which goes out through Gods mouth, (Matthew 4:4). He would Himself live as a Nazarite by the word of God. We have, so to say, to read between the lines of Scripture, and masticate the word of God if we are to get His mind. Of course, we must not add to Scripture, but to understand an incident, we must, in dependence on the Spirit, take in the full setting and bearing of it. 

    GWHHas not the revival of the Supper in its true significance served to overthrow the Philistines, in the last hundred years? 

    JTIt is so vital that it enters into everything! 

    WMSamson put forth his hand and took the jawbone. 

    JTAnd by it he slew a thousand men. He did more than Shamgar with an ox goad, which is another thing, and refers undoubtedly to experience. The jawbone occupies an important place in Scripture in connection with the food of the priests. Of the sacrifices they were given the jawbone and the maw (or stomach); the former means that I masticate; the other, that I assimilate. So that I acquire spiritual power, and am available to God. 

    JTJrWould it be like a fresh word from God? 

    JTIt would indeed; Samson became, as it were, identified with the jawbone; he is fresh. We have to look at things in a spiritual way. First, he found it; the exigency of the moment required an implement; he had slain the lion without anything in his hand. But the jawbone found, refers more to a believer who is in power acquired by the word of God, and characterised by the death of Christ. 

    JSYou find ability to use that which is at hand. 

    JTHow often one finds, in seeking to serve the Lord, what one did not know was there! You are conscious that you need something, and it comes to light. 

    EPPauls presentation of the Supper in 1 Corinthians is like a fresh jawbone; it met the Philistine element at Corinth. 

    JTOne feature of Samson is mutuality. The honey of chapter 14 is a mutual thought. So that the Lords supper is brought in to bring down the Philistine element among christians, and to bring about mutual affection. 

    WMThere is no place where a man feels so small as at the Lords supper. 

    JTThat is a very wholesome remark. Paul says, For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it, and said, This is my body; and then in connection with the cup, This ... is the new covenant in my blood (1 Corinthians 11:23 - 25); how full and how touching are these words! 

    RemThe use of the jawbone of an ass is suggestive of the lowly presentation of the truth in Corinth. The apostle begins in chapter 11 with the place of the woman and then comments upon the disorder in their love feasts, until the chapter emerges into the sublime memorial of Christ  what the Lord had given Paul direct from heaven. 

    JTHe had been amongst them with no pretension at all. I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified, (1 Corinthians 2:2). 

    WMAfter the defeat of the Philistines Samson was able to write a hymn! 

    JTIt is a poetic contribution. How much poetry there is in Scripture! There is no singing until you get redemption; but there is poetry before. Now Samson here is able to put his feelings into poetic language: With the jawbone of an ass, a heap, two heaps, With the jawbone of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 

    AFMYou would hardly think that a blunt jawbone could effect such great results; but it shows how effectual a word fresh from the Lord is. 

    JTSo that in the directions for open meetings in 1 Corinthians 14, one point is brevity; another is that you have something; a third is that while you are speaking another gets something, and you are sensitive enough to sit down. The first speaker would rightly have a definite word, but the second or third speakers would be sitting by and get revelations, something that is revealed at the moment. 

    RemYou are saying this abstractly! 

    JTWe must keep the truth before us, even if we come far short of it. The brother who is exercised about a word is sitting (not wanting to stand); if he has a revelation the first speaker holds his peace. 

    WMHow would he know when to do that? 

    JTIt is a test to ones spirituality. The Lords supper puts us in touch with one another, and prepares for the three following chapters. 1 Corinthians 12 begins the subject of ministry, which gives prominence to the Spirit. Chapter 13 is the more excellent way of love. Chapter 14 is ministry in the assembly; it suggests the highest kind of spiritual sensitiveness  one speaking is conscious that a brother sitting by has a revelation, and gives way to him. It should be noticed that chapter 14 contemplates the whole assembly come together in one place (verse 23); 

    chapter 11:18 is when ye come together in assembly. 

    ANWWould you be more concerned about the first speakers part than with that of those who follow? 

    JTI should. The first speaker gives the lead. It is a great principle with God to give a lead. 

    Ques. What about brevity? 

    JTBrevity is enjoined. And let two or three prophets speak, 1 Corinthians 14:29. It is a limitation of mercy. 

    QuesWhat do you mean by a limitation of mercy? 

    JTThe brethren should not be worn out. Besides, we know in part (1 Corinthians 13:9); indeed, we cannot take in much at once. 

    AFMThere is nothing wrong in having a psalm, a teaching, or a revelation. 

    JTBut then one should know when to give out what he has and discern when another has something which he has got just at the moment. The assembly is one, and the Spirit acts in line with that. 

    AATShould the brothers be in line with one another? 

    JTThe idea of a word is what may be spoken as well as what is spoken; that is, it conveys what you have even if you do not speak. Elihu had much to say, but he waited for his opportunity, (Job 32). 

    SMcCIf any one speak  as oracles of God, (1 Peter 4:11). 

    JTThat is, you speak on the part of God. So that for all who take part in meetings, it is a question of being with God and discerning conditions that exist; there must be a constant meeting of conditions which arise. 

    QuesWhy was Samson thirsty after this great event? 

    JTIt says, And it came to pass when he had ended speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-Lehi. I think the casting away of the jawbone means that it is not to be used again; which agrees with what we were saying, that the ministry must be fresh. But he needed something to replace the jawbone, for he was very thirsty; and we have to go on to something after this. At the next meeting we shall need something fresh also; for we cannot rely on what we gave out at the last one. 

    JSDid he need something for his own soul? 

    JTHe was very thirsty personally, and called on Jehovah and said, Thou hast given by the hand of thy servant this great deliverance, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? And God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called Enhakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. The callers spring (footnote) remained; a fitting monument to Samsons faith, and an encouragement to us to make room for the Spirit. 

    ANWWould you clarify a little more, for practical benefit, the difference between having a word and a revelation? 

    JTHaving a word is right enough when you come to the meeting. Logos means that; it is one of the words used in scripture for word and means that you have something to say (i.e., the subject before you utter it), and also the utterance of it. It is quite right to have it, to come with it; but that, I think, would be the exercise of the first speaker. The second speakers word is by revelation; as he sits there something comes to him by the Spirit. The Spirit of God will use what you have; but it is on the principle of something coming to you from Him that you speak. The great value of such meetings is that the door is open for the Spirit. If there be haste or competition the Spirit is grieved or quenched. 

    AFMThere are very few open meetings held among us now. 

    JTThe Lord is owning the open meetings in some parts. It is a question of having confidence in the Lord and in one another. The Spirits movements are always true. If the brethren have confidence in us, we must not betray it. A brother should wait for his opportunity, and be sure he has something to give. 

    Pursuing Samsons history, in chapter 16 we have Hebron. Samson carries up the doors, posts, and bar of Gazah, typical of Christ leading captivity captive. And then the great fall of Samson, due to the disclosure of his secret of Nazariteship; so that it is an out and out disaster, but room is made for God, and Samsons hair begins to grow, there is life there, referring to an element in the church. It refers, I think, to life as presented in Johns ministry. It is said that Jannes and Jambres could not advance farther; their folly was exposed by life. Samsons hair begins to grow; the growth is the sign to faith that the world system is coming down; typically it falls in Samsons final victory; that is what faith sees at the present moment. 

    WB-wWhat about the great fall of Samson  is it the breakdown of the public body? 

    JTYes. That disaster is historical now; but encouragement lies in the fact that Samsons hair began to grow after he was shaved. The hair beginning to grow becomes very practical with all of us; the growth of the hair denotes life, as indicating a healthy state of things. In it we have the evidence of life, and however small it may be, it is the death knell of the world. The world, as such, must come down. 

    AFMIt says, Who is he that gets the victory over the world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:5). 

    JSThe whole world structure is brought down. 

    JTFirst it is brought down in our souls  Now is the judgment of this world, (John 12:31). 

    WMIt is the subjective condition that gains the victory. 

    JTIt is of great importance to follow that thread through this book. 

    ALStrengthen me, I pray thee, only this once. Samson now values the power he had forfeited. 

    WB-wHe was to begin to save Israel; and at the end his hair began to grow. 

    JTThere was not finality with him; that is in Christ, and will appear when He comes. 

    QuesWhy does Samson perish with the Philistines? 
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    Judges 13: 24, 25; Judges 16: 21 - 31

    I have in mind to speak about energy, knowing that it is greatly needed. The nations have put forth their efforts to overcome the blasphemous opposition that arose against right in the earth, and God in His providential mercy, in view of the assembly, that is in view of us, has given deliverance. But the enemy is not defeated in his great and general efforts in this dispensation, the greatest of all dispensations, and the most resultful, and so the need for watchfulness and readiness to defend what is of God, to put on the armour of God, the panoply of God, so that he may be met, and that there may be ultimate success in what has marked the testimony from the beginning; that is, from the advent of the Spirit. It is the day of the Spirit, the greatest of all days, and He is seeking to acquire the liberty that belongs to Him, not in the world, of course, although there may be something in the general providential ways of God to furnish the Spirit with what He needs in the sense of liberty, but it is a question of what He needs among the brethren for the accomplishment of what He has come for. 

    The Lord did much at the time of the Reformation, as we call it, but it was only a reformation, and reformation is not enough. What we read of as occurring in the future is the time of setting things right, and that is not by reformation. God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom He hath ordained. In the meantime the Lord Jesus is in heaven waiting for it, but at the same time carrying on His service to the assembly, calling persons out from the world to the assembly through the gospel. That is what He is engaged with now. He has had no part in the current war, the past war or other wars of man. 

    Whatever has been done by God is in a providential sense, through material means, angelic means too, no doubt, for the angels are at Gods bidding for His purposes. The Lord Himself said that in the day of His distress He could ask His Father and He would send Him twelve legions of angels, but He did not. It was a question of doing the will of God, and so it is today, dear brethren, doing the will of God, and the will of God is to be carried out by the means furnished, namely the Spirit, involving all the principles that are brought in here, and our observance of them, if we are to be of service in the great conflict that is now current. 

    I read these scriptures because they correspond to the present time, a time of stress, of spiritual stress, and weakness too, one may say, in the responsible element. They do not speak merely of the so-called systems of men, which in themselves deny spiritual power and energy, but they speak of weakness in regard of those who know, who have been called, like ourselves, and so in this chapter in Judges the head of the house, that is Manoah, was marked by weakness. There was some exercise with him, and some right desire. He was evidently honoured of God in some way, for God sent His angel to Manoahs wife; but, though the honour was paid to her, if the wife is honoured, the husband in one sense may regard himself as honoured too. The angel came to the wife. I speak of this advisedly, because of these great opportunities, and for brothers I would urge they must not stand in the way of them. Manoah did not, and yet he was weak, as many husbands are, and so the angel came the second time to his wife. I would say this is a mild rebuke to Manoah, and husbands here would do well to notice that the Lord is using households. It is a household time. The twelve did not bring the truth of the household out in their ministry. It was brought out through Paul. To him we owe the thought of households, not baptising; he was not sent to baptise, that is another thing to be noticed, though he did baptise the household of Stephanas, which means that he would honour that name. It was victory for him. The name Stephanas signifies a crown, and Paul would not weaken that name, but strengthen it, and so he would strengthen every husband and every house, and in strengthening the house he honours the husband as well as the wife. It is well also to remember that the wives are to guide the house, which means that the husband has no right to claim to do everything, because the function of guiding the house belongs to the wife, not that she in any way usurps the husbands rights, but she exercises the guidance of the house in a comely way. Every husband thus becomes victorious, and every wife will become victorious, and all the children too. That is how the matter stands. I am simply stating what no doubt most of the brethren are aware of, that Paul used in his ministry the truth of the household. He applied it to Lydia at Philippi, and also to the jailor. At the very gateway of Europe the truth of the household was stressed and seen functioning in a remarkable way both in a man and in a woman, that is in the jailor and in Lydia, and I believe the Lord has maintained that principle ever since. No doubt it has lapsed through ignorance as to household baptism, but, nevertheless, the thing is standing, and in recent times has a greater place than it ever had, the truth of baptism, not simply the truth of the mere ordinance or act of baptism, but the principles governing it, and I believe, as in other things, the manifestation of Christ in modern times extends not simply to His own appearing, but to the working out of principles in His service, so that He shows Himself, and honours the brethren in showing Himself. 

    It is in mind now to speak about Samson and what marked him, especially his early and his late days. I am not going to speak of his middle life, but of his birth, his early days, his boyhood, and his late days, after he was captured by the Philistines, and then his death. His incoming was illumined by a wonderful event. The angel who appeared to Manoahs wife, and to Manoah himself afterwards, calls himself Wonderful, as if God would signalise the advent of Samson, no doubt because of the typical significance of his service. He is said to have judged Israel twenty years. That is said of him twice, first as in the days of the Philistines (chapter 15: 20); and then after his death (chapter 16: 31), as if it were to call attention to the actual service of judging Israel for twenty years. 

    As I remarked, Samsons birth and boyhood were prefaced by wonderful occurrences on the part of God, and these wonderful occurrences were undoubtedly to characterise the life of this judge. I make bold to say we have had wonderful events in recent times. I am not for a moment referring to the events that have taken place during the last five or six years, because of their military, national or international significance; I am speaking of the wonderful events that have happened in a practical way by the power that has been given to the brethren to go through the terrible things that have happened. I have sought to lay hold of it myself, although not in the midst of it, but I have sought to lay hold of it in spirit and in principle, so as not to miss the gain of what has really been employed on Gods behalf in the wonderful things that have happened. I am not speaking about the providential ways of God, although these are wonderful too, the influence of God in His providential ways on certain nations, and what has come about, too, in a providential way by means of these nations, but I am thinking of what has come to the brethren, to the sufferers, and whether the brethren are really alive to the moment we are in, the extraordinary conditions that have arisen, and what makes them extraordinary is the divine visitations in the midst of them and the divine intervention on behalf of Gods people. 

    Referring now to the verses read, I call attention to Samson, not only to his birth, but to the movement of the Spirit in the boy, because the moment is a time for young people. It is so in the assembly; the number of young people, men and women, who are affected by the testimony of God is remarkable. I could call attention to this very audience here today, and to many others like it in all parts of the world. I do not include Asia, because Asia has been reserved by God for a later period for His wonders to His people. He will do wonders then of a peculiar kind, but what He is doing now is characterised by the direct presence of God, God dwelling amongst us of a truth, God here by the Spirit, especially since the change over in Pauls attitude in Rome, when the Jews visited him and left him, and he said, This salvation of God has been sent to the nations. This turn was a direct movement of God at that time, and it implied that the testimony henceforth would be among the nations, and so it has gone on ever since right out to the Pacific Ocean. One has often marvelled at the immense stretch of land from the Canadian border down to Mexico. I am not dealing with geography, I am dealing with Gods rights on the earth. The earth is the Lords, and He is taking out of it this one and that one for Himself, converting them away in the distance, bringing the light of the gospel into their souls in so doing, and the light of the assembly too, and men who can teach the truth of the assembly, even though they may be small as to the number of persons. Yet the facts are very wonderful. 

    I am mentioning that because many here are not conversant with these actual facts, but they are momentous. 

    Now, Manoah was not going to be honoured because of his knowledge of the angelic visit. He came in by and by, and again I urge the husbands to be on their guard lest they may miss the point at any given time. He came in in the second visitation, and the angel rebuked him. I do not want to be rebuked by an angel in that way. We want to be awake to any happening of the kind and able to take our part in it, to act the man in it as Abraham did when Jehovah came to him  Jehovah and two others; in fact, we might say the Trinity, speaking in a figure, came to Abraham, and stood under the tree. The words have been noticed by some of us. They stood there, stationed themselves, waiting on Abraham, and he took advantage of the opportunity and did the part of an intelligent saint or pilgrim in the opportunity that was divinely given. I need not go into the details. You are all conversant with the remarkable visitation to Abraham in the plains of Mamre. 

    Now, the angel did not come to Manoah, but to his house. He twice came to his wife, and undoubtedly he had Samson in mind. He had Christ in mind, for Samson in a certain sense was a type of Christ, and all these wonderful events had Christ in mind. One of the greatest things to be said about the millennial day is that one of the names the Lord Jesus will bear will be Wonderful. It will be a wonderful time, though not as wonderful as this. It will be a wonderful time, nevertheless, a time in which God will show what He can do with men in the flesh, as we are here today. It will be men in the flesh that God will act through then, not unconverted men of course, yet not converted in the sense in which we are converted. It will be another wonderful intervention of God that will take place, but not equal to our time. I would emphasise that it will not be equal to our time. There is no dispensation equal to ours, but I am now speaking of the time as bringing in the Lord Jesus. The great Judge of Israel was in mind, and an angel came in and calls himself Wonderful. Manoah is not informed as to this at first. He asked his name, as if it were to honour the angel. We have to remember that, whilst they are at our service, they are great beings, and they have to be respected, as they represent God, and so the angel did here, and hence his name is Wonderful, and he did wondrously. 

    Now I pass on from that to speak about the birth of Samson, and what a moment preceded that, the birth of this remarkable servant and judge. I am not thinking of the adverse things that happened in his life, the things that were unsuitable to him, that were a dishonour to him, but I am speaking of him in an abstract way as a type of Christ, and it is said twice over that he judged Israel twenty years. The Spirit of the Lord began to move him in his own camp. There are many here today, each and all of us might be graded and placed in a local setting. Each one has a local setting; even Paul had a local setting. After he had finished his first journey he went back to Antioch and became a local brother. We should each understand the importance of being a local brother, the taking up of things with the Lord locally. The Spirit of the Lord began to move him locally. The word moved means energy, strong movement, as if the Spirit was forecasting what was coming to light in the servant, and there are potential servants here today, a great many I would say, and there are more elsewhere, but the time of your service, young brothers and sisters, may not have come. The point is that, before it comes, there is a movement of the Spirit in you, so that the brethren will all know. The note in the Darby Translation to verse 25 clearly shows what the word implies. The Spirit of Jehovah began to move him, and it is said the word is expressive of powerful emotion. I am speaking to young men and young women who, though they may not have entered on the service of the Lord in any formal way, have it before them. 

    You may be ordained for it; it is a time of ordination, a time to be taken up by the Lord and to enter upon His service. Paul was an elect vessel to the Lord. I would ask if there is any indication in us of being elect vessels to the Lord, because the word vessels applies. It is a very good word. It is applied to Paul, and he is the only servant who is called an elect vessel. He is an elect vessel unto me, the Lord says, not unto some church or so-called religious organisation, but the Lords own word is, This man is an elect vessel to me, and then He adds certain things about him. There are brothers and sisters here who are elect in that sense, elected of the Lord for His service, and He is looking for some indication of the power that is to mark you later, some indication, however little, of the power that is necessary for such a service. It must be of the Spirit; there is no other power available or that could be effective in the service of the Lord, save the Holy Spirit. Paul says himself as regards what marked him, it was in the Holy Spirit. 

    Well now, Samson was marked off by heaven, and eventually before men, in his own camp, the camp of Dan; the geographical position is given, and a remarkable movement was seen in him already as a boy. Why should boys and girls not be marked by the Spirit? As brought up and nurtured in the truth, why should they not have some indication of spirituality as born again? Even though they may not be anointed, for anointing is public, as born again there ought to be some indication of spiritual power in boys and girls brought up in Christian households, even if it be only the power of refusing what is evil, because of the teaching they have acquired through their parents; some little element that would indicate greater things to come. 

    I come on to chapter 16 to show how energy marked Samson in his great service. There was shame in Samsons history, but it is an Old Testament period. We wonder at times how it is that the Lord would record even such things as are mentioned, but He does, showing how God can take up things and speak of them for His own purpose, and justify Himself. If He enters into judgment with us, God is ever justified. Even in the life of Samson God is justified. An analysis of the facts would show that God is justified in what came out in Samson, for it says in the last verse read in chapter 16, He judged Israel twenty years. I want to point out what is said in verse 22, But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved. He was shaved, it was a shame to him, a denial of his nazariteship. I would feelingly urge on young people the idea of nazariteship, the vow taken in baptism; it is a vow, not a mere religious show, but a vow, an undertaking to be for God. You were born into this world that your life should be devoted to God. Everyone of us is in this category, and especially the dear young ones here. I should not like to say anything that the very youngest could not understand, but what I am saying is understandable. The Nazarites vow is a resolve not to give ones life to sin, to what is modern, but to refuse the wicked ways of the world; God will be with you. Although you may not know very much, great things lie ahead of you, and it is for you to take them on at the earliest possible age. The Lord Jesus Himself, after He was seen in the temple at the age of twelve years, said to his mother, Wist ye not that I must be about my Fathers business? 

    That is to say, He is representative of a young person able to speak of the Father, not his natural father. Why not learn to speak more to your Father? He asserted his sonship, and even although young we may manifest some little movement that indicates what is of God. 

    Now you see Samson is in shame. He has denied his Nazarites vow. He has told Delilah the secret of his nazariteship, the secret of his power, a terrible disaster, and every young person would do well to take it to heart, not to give away the secret of your power, not to give it away to the world and to make yourselves like the world in practising the worlds ways. It is here that the mercy of God came in. The recovery of everyone of us who has come to the light of the assembly is by the sovereign mercy of God, and He has never given up that. According to his mercy he saved us. That is the truth in which we stand, in which we must ever stand before God  according to His mercy. And so Samsons hair began to grow. That is a beautiful word, it really began to grow. It had been growing and was shaven in shame, but now it has begun to grow, it is already growing. You may wonder why I am saying so much about his hair, but it is because life is seen taking effect in him. He had lost his power. If we turn away to the world we lose our power, our colour, our taste, but as we judge ourselves and confess what we have been doing, presently the hair begins to grow. The brethren notice the change beginning. You begin to come to the meetings again, and the brethren begin to notice the sign of returning spiritual life. The physical hair is a type of what is spiritual. When our hairs grow grey life is waning physically, but when the hair begins to grow it is a question not simply of entering into life, it is a question of life being in the person. The point here is life becoming effective in the person; the hair is the evidence of it. In the millennium they come into eternal life, and Paul says to Timothy, Lay hold of eternal life. The point here is that you judge yourself and the Spirit is free to act in you, so that life is working. As Paul said, Death works in us, but life in you. That is not eternal life; it is life working in men. So it is that the hair begins to grow. It means that the life I have lost, that I have forfeited for the moment, is beginning to take effect in me, and the brethren notice it. It is a question of life in the Spirit. The Spirit is life in view of righteousness. Righteousness is the outcome of life, but it is life in the person by the Spirit, and that is the point here, that life is returning to Samson, and now there is afforded him the opportunity of doing the greatest thing in his life. There may be someone here who has forfeited the great part of his life, and God may give you the opportunity to do the greatest thing of your life before you die. I would urge upon anybody who has failed, who has gone into the world and lost the sense of life, that God is willing to reinstate you in your place in the fellowship, so that you may be in it in power, and perhaps do the best thing in your life before you die. 

    In verse 22 we are told his hair began to grow, but in verse 26 Samson said to the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. The Darby Translation would help us as to this. The idea is that Samson has now become alive to the position, and he has given up the world. He is not going to be influenced again by the lad. The lad is an influence of the world, a Philistine agent. He is used by the Philistines, but Samson would understand that he was simply an agent of the world, and he says to him, Let loose of me, meaning, I recognise you are doing your duty, but I want you to let loose of me. He did not want him to influence him any more. 

    I am not straining the passage, that is the meaning of it. He was deputed to be Samsons guide in the midst of the great congress while Samson was making sport for them, but he comes to the point when he shakes him off, and that is what anyone has to do who is being influenced by the world. This is what Samson understands now. The time has come to shake him off. If it be a lad that is influencing you, shake him off  Let loose of me. So, as the Darby Translation says, Samson said to the lad that held him by the hand, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. It is now the time for Samson to do something, and that something will mean the overthrow of the world. Think of what may happen with anyone of us. God in His mercy restoring us, you shake off the world, but feel the world in order to destroy it. So it says, Suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. He meant to do more than that, he meant to pull them down. The house was full of men and women and they have caused damage to us, but now they are mentioned to show they are about to be overthrown. All the lords of the Philistines were there; that represents the government of the world. Think of what one Christian might do if only he is restored today so that he may be in the testimony! The house is full of men and women, upon the roof there were about three thousand men and women  as if God would count the world before He destroys it  who looked on while Samson made sport. Think of what was in their minds while Samson, the great vessel of the testimony, was making sport for them. But what is he going to do now? He is going to pull down the whole system. Samson called upon Jehovah and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes. And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood... and he bowed himself with might; and the house fell on the lords, and on all the people that were therein, that is the world figuratively coming down as the life comes into the Christian. As the assembly is seen moving in life the thing happens morally now in testimony, the system of the world is broken up, so that we may enter on the service of God. So we read that Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood (and he supported himself upon them), the one with his right hand and the other with his left. And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines! The same power that is seen in Samson at the beginning of his life is now seen at the end. It is a marvellous thing. Samson failed, but is recovered by the mercy of God; his hair began to grow, and this is the result. He bowed himself with might  an evidence of power as he is now free from the world  and the house fell on the lords and on all the people that were therein. So the dead that he slew at his death were more than those whom he had slain in his life. 

    Then it says, He had judged Israel twenty years, as if God would honour him at that moment, the greatest moment of his life. He brought down the world in his might. For us it is a question of the Spirit of God. 

    May the Lord bless the word to everyone of us! 

  

  
    THE CROWN OF LIFE (JT 58)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE CROWN OF LIFE (JT 58)

    Revelation 2: 10; Judges 13: 24 - 25; Judges 16: 22 - 31

    JTIt is hoped the Lord will help us to see something in the history of Samson that will help us to understand the crown of life given to Smyrna  Revelation 2: 10. Tribulation ten days means ten series of persecutions or tribulations for the truth. Samson, although he had an extraordinary history, and there was much that could be condemned, was a man of faith, he judged Israel twenty years; that is said of him twice; a very considerable time. Jehovah gave him a great victory at the end, which came after the growth of his hair; it should never have been cut, for he was a Nazarite. It seems to me that the growth of hair in this connection is an evidence of life; it always is, but especially so when it has been cut off; it would also refer to the crown of life, which would be Samsons. There are other crowns, the crown of righteousness, suffering for the truth, and so on. But Samson was brought in miraculously; an angel from heaven coming in to announce his birth, and much is done by him, that is the angel. All this bears on the service of God. And then after his birth, he is seen as moved by the Spirit of Jehovah at the camp of Dan, Chapter 13: 25. The Spirit of God has to do with him early, and also at the end of his life, in his great victory. As we bow to the claims of the service of God in humility we become victorious. It seems to me a matter of considerable importance at the present time, when Philistine conditions prevail, and other such conditions, to accept the failure, so that we may come in for the crown of life. 

    HPWThe crown is an emblem of victory? 

    JTI thought that; to Philadelphia it is said, that no one take thy crown, whatever that should be, each one of us should know what it is in our case. 

    The crown of life is referred to here, as if it is a special one; it belongs to all victories of this kind. 

    HPWTo Philadelphia the Lord says hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown, as if it would mean that the Lord had given us something. 

    JTThat is the truth; we have much said of what is given us in ministry, the truth of the Lords supper, for instance, first verbally, then in writing, we may say; what have we that we have not received! 

    HPWYou said the crown in our case, which would be the truth. 

    JTYes, that is good. 

    HPWSo the truth affects us, giving us a personality. 

    JTA good word. Sometimes mere names, such as John the evangelist are kept out of sight; but I John Revelation 1: 9, much is made of that name; it means that personality enters into the service and would give us a sense from time to time as to what our crown would be. 

    QuesWould it involve spiritual experience, as compared with what I am born with? 

    JTYes, it is distinction in the testimony. 

    HSHWould the crown of life referred to in James 1: 12 be the same? 

    JTA helpful suggestion; love comes into it. 

    QuesCrowns in Revelation are ordered or given; would this one be for faithfulness? 

    JTYes, the Lord says after death there is no more the murderers can do, so it is suffering to the end, the full thought of it. 

    QuesIs the thought with Samson for our encouragement? 

    JTHe was faithful unto death, and he was delivered too; so that even if we have failed, and Christendom has failed, there may be recovery. Revelation contemplates this, and hence these letters, particularly this one to Smyrna. The failure began at Ephesus, the one that had received the most. The apostle Paul sends for the elders and tells them what had marked his ministry there for about three years, shewing that they had received more than any. 

    HPWJohn retires, you said, but the Lord knows His own sheep by name, and that name is characteristic, and God will bring us to this. 

    JTYes, that is the truth. So we have in Acts 1 the crowd of names, though the Holy Spirit had not come yet, and we have such persons as Mary of Magdala; she is called Woman first, then Mary. It means suffering, and will be undoubtedly attributed to her throughout, and will be in the assembly, where the array of names will come down in the radiancy of glory in the characteristics of their personalities. 

    HPWGreat stress on personality links us with the Lord, so that we may function accordingly. 

    JTIt is remarkable how many names we have applied to persons in the New Testament, the Marys, the Simons, the Jamess, all to be accurately determined, each is distinctive. 

    RemWe have Samsons name in Hebrews 11: 32, the chapter of faith. 

    JTYes, we get Barak, but not Deborah, for it is the masculine side that is stressed, as fitted to bear things, that is what is meant, I would say. Deborah should be mentioned from one point of view and not Barak, because she shone; but we must go by what God says. 

    RemSamson began to serve in the time of the Philistines, and in Hebrews 11 he is amongst the overcomers. 

    JTFor the time would fail me telling of Gideon, and Barak, and Samson but it will not in eternity, however large or small the number of names. 

    QuesWhat is the new name in Revelation 2: 17? Is it a secret with the Lord? 

    JTIt is a peculiar word said by the Lord, no one knows it. The overcomer in Pergamos will be given a stone, and on it a name written, which no one knows but he that receives it; as J.N.D.s hymn says, Called by that secret name of undisclosed delight (79:4); that is the best way you could put it. 

    QuesIn connection with that, what about putting surnames to James and John? 

    JTThey were distinguished, like a knighthood in this country; in America they have no such thing, but men always find a way to distinguish each other. 

    RemIt implies conferred dignity. 

    JTYes, by those above us. 

    QuesIs it seen in Sardis? A few names even in such a place. 

    JTThey are persons of distinction; we might say Luther was one, but their names are not given; the nations have rolls of honour, thousands of names of distinction destroyed, a terrible thing; so that we should not aspire after distinction in this world. 

    QuesWhat is the reason for Simon Peter being called Cephas in John 1: 42? 

    JTIt was to convey that the Lord meant a stone, the same as Peter in another language. In Matthew 16: 18 it means the material, but in John 1 it is distinction in the name given. 

    QuesCan we compare the thought of names with the development of something in Samson? 

    JTI intended to speak of that; hence he is introduced by name from the outset. 

    HPWAt the beginning we have And the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him at Mahaneh-Dan, 

    between Zoreah and Eshtaol, and he was buried in the same place in the sepulchre of Manoah his father. 

    JTLocal responsibility and local dignity attaches to it. Local responsibility is very important in the New Testament as well as in the Old; both birth and birthplace as given in the Old Testament, and also the place of death, would have a moral significance; if anyone die in a locality, it is distinguished. 

    MPWIt is remarkable that the Spirit began to work in one so young, and it is in the same locality he is buried. What a victory! 

    JTHe began in the camp of Dan, and did not end there by accident; it was his own deliberate act. 

    HPWStrengthen me, I pray thee, only this once. 

    JTIt is very touching. So the dead that he slew at his death were more than those whom he had slain in his life, that is the comment of the Spirit of God; and another thing to notice is verse 22, But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved, and then we have the call for the prisoner, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison-house. What a sad spectacle, for this great man to make sport for the world; it shews what his failure meant. The world, in one sense, has made sport of the assembly. Then in verse 26 he said to the lad that held him by the hand, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. He did not want to lean upon the lad, but to be free for his greatest exploit, even if he were thereby exposed to the jeers of the Philistines. 

    HPWA very suggestive word. 

    JTThe world has provided me for itself, and has rejoiced to have me, but now I want to be free. 

    QuesWould this enter into the thought of the power which works in us, Ephesians 3: 20? 

    JTYes, he is about to do his greatest exploit and glory; to be free for God; it is the liberty in which Christ has set us free, Galatians 5: 1. 

    QuesDoes the gift of the crown of life depend on the final moments of our history? 

    JTOh no, it goes over all his path, for he had judged Israel twenty years. God raised up Samson, and in spite of failure, he was carried through. But the point we need to notice is when his hair began to grow. 

    QuesDid death come into Samsons spirit when the Philistines laid hold of him? 

    JTHe was raised up to save Israel from the Philistines, and he begins this service in chapter 14, a service connected with Christ and the assembly. Samsons parents did not know that it was of Jehovah, that he was seeking an occasion against the Philistines; it was to be a suffering time, this marital matter; a time of conflict too. So the crown of life does not depend on his last act, but on all his service, for he was a great judge. I think it brings out how fair God is in giving such credit to a man like that at the end. 

    QuesWhat does his place between the two pillars signify? 

    JTHe asked for it. And it came to pass when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison-house, and he played before them; and they set him between the pillars. And Samson said to the lad that held him by the hand, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and upon the roof there were about three thousand men and women, who looked on while Samson made sport. And Samson called to Jehovah, and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes. He called to Jehovah, notice that, it was the secret of victory. Remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God. See how deliberate he was in the conflict, And he bowed himself with might; and the house fell on the lords, and on all the people that were therein, so that the world is brought down in type; the person used knows what he is doing; though blind, he selected the two pillars; he understood how the world is supported. The type means for us that the Lord brought the world down at the cross, the place of a skull, at Calvary, meaning the end of human intelligence. 

    RemGod has judged your judgment upon her, Revelation 18: 20. 

    JTGood. I wanted to see what is current at the present time, marked by the hair beginning to grow. Since the Reformation there has been much in the assembly formed by the Spirit, the growth of hair, as it were, in the testimony, and the world is brought down morally. That is our testimony now, and it should be kept before us, that the world is actually coming down. 

    RemThe apostolic testimony turned the world upside down. 

    JTQuite so. 

    RemSamsons history was a chequered one, but he was an overcomer. 

    JTYes, and his brethren are brought into it at his burial. 

    RemIt is the language of John, this is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith, 1 John 5: 4. 

    JTQuite so, very good; it is he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God, he that believes in that. In Johns gospel too, that is how we get the crown of life, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name. 

    RemThere is no reference to the Philistines at the end, in verse 31. 

    JTNo, but there is in chapter 15: 20, And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years. The mention of the Philistines there is important, and that he judged Israel. The idea in that is ruling in right principles, not condemnation. So Paul says God has set a day in which he is going to judge the habitable earth in righteousness, by the man whom he has appointed, Acts 17: 31. He gave the proof of it to all in having raised him from among the dead; that is the greatest thing, life out of death; the ruling of the saints involves the destruction of the Philistines. 

    QuesMay judgment be punitive? 

    JTIt is the thought of a circuit court, to exercise right, and to maintain it. 

    RemThe Lord is called the judge of Israel in Micah 5: 1, is He not? 

    JTJudgment operates in two ways, externally in discrimination, and internally in the process of refining. Refining is referred to in Revelation and Malachi as to Israel and brings to light what is precious. 

    RemDiscrimination would retain what is good. 

    JTYes, and the department of justice is a great matter in any realm, especially Gods. 

    HPWDoes it involve the maintenance of the principles of the kingdom in a practical way? 

    JTYes. 

    RemThe Philistine is thereby removed morally from us? 

    JTYes, the world is brought down; its final overthrow awaited Davids day. 

    RemSamson says, Lord Jehovah, remember me. 

    JTYes, the memorial is in heaven. What he went through! It says, And he bowed himself with might, the power was there innate, yet with God. 

    QuesDoes Rahab shew the power of God working inwardly over against the world, in Jericho? 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesIs the overthrow of the world seen morally in Acts 17 (the Greek world), and in chapter 18 at Corinth, and in chapter 19 at Ephesus? 

    JTThat is the idea; it is overthrown by testimony presented in power, the great success of the apostle Paul in bringing down the world by testimony; it is that the saints may be released from any form of the world. 

    QuesWould the two pillars be seen in 1 Corinthians 1: 22, Jews indeed ask for signs, and Greeks seek wisdom? 

    QuesAnd would the thought be intensified in the seven pillars of wisdoms house, Proverbs 9: 1? 

    JTThat is a very full and complete thought in Proverbs, she hath hewn out her seven pillars; so that we can stand out and preach the gospel, and the world is thus brought down. 

    RemThrough the testimony of the saints. 

    JTI would say that this refers to the testimony in general rendered by the apostles, twelve men, as they stood in Jerusalem, and then to witness universally; their testimony brought the world down in every element, in the sense that the saints were freed from it, and it was robbed of its power. 

    RemThat is, in the hearts of those affected. 

    JTYes, the cross was at the place of a skull; it is the wisdom of God making foolish the wisdom of the world; that is the point. 

    QuesDoes the victory at Jericho in Joshua 6 shew the power of the testimony in that the city was encircled seven times? 

    JTThe power was in the shout; it was living. 

    RemIf we were in the good of Romans 10: 15, How beautiful the feet of them that announce glad tidings of peace, of them that announce glad tidings of good things!, we should all be preaching all our lives. 

    JTYes, the woman in Luke 7 anointed the Lords feet, appreciating what he carried to her, and later on in Matthew and Mark, a woman anoints His head; she understood what was there, where grace had brought her, that He was to have the first place; but this is more the all-various wisdom of God being made known through the assembly, and that is brought out by the Spirit. 
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    RECOVERY AS SUGGESTED IN SAMSONS HISTORY (JT 62)

    Judges 13: 24, 25; Judges 14: 1 - 20; Judges 16: 22 - 31

    JTInquiry was made as to Samson last evening, and it was thought that a consideration of his history would help on the line which has been before us already, especially the feminine side of the truth. There is no section of the book of Judges more interesting or more important than that which treats of Samson, especially from the standpoint of his birth and what led up to it, Manoahs wife being presented as more spiritual than her husband. The spiritual side was before us last evening as seen in the daughters of Zelophehad who knew how to speak right in the presence of God, also in the presence of Moses and the elders of Israel. Manoahs wife discerned that an angel had visited her, and while her husband said that some mischief would befall them, she asserted that, If Jehovah were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt-offering and an oblation at our hands, neither would he have showed us all these things, nor would he at this time have told us such things as these. She is a discerning intelligent woman, which in the main was in mind yesterday, and it is in mind now. The history of Samson proves the feminine side in that sense. 

    The enquiry last evening was as to whether Samsons exercises about marriage were of God; that is what should engage us first now. It is said in chapter 14 that his father and his mother did not know that it was of Jehovah, that he was seeking an occasion against the Philistines. The inquiry yesterday had in mind the difficulty of connecting Jehovahs guidance with the matter, because of the person being a Philistine. It is to be noted, among other things, that we have to consider the results, as recorded in the scriptural account, of facts bearing on the testimony. We have to take account of the results, and here they are very remarkable, and, indeed, triumphant, for Samson had a crown of life. His hair began to grow. The suggestion is of a great failure of a great servant, or we may say failure in the history of the assembly, and yet the recovering grace of God leads to the crown of life, because the growth of the hair implies life. Clearly the suggestion of a crown is there in the power that is seen in the servant after his recovery. It marked him at the beginning and it marked him at the end. We have at the end of chapter 13, And the woman bore a son, and called his name Samson. And the child grew, and Jehovah blessed him. And the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him at Mahaneh-Dan, between Zoreah and Eshtaol. The translator tells us that the Hebrew word for moved is expressive of powerful emotion, and the significance of this word being used in relation to Samson in his early days is very remarkable. What has been said about the crown of life should be before us now. Great failure has taken place in the assembly, but there has been recovery, and this recovery is marked by life, life in a subjective sense in the saints. So that the assembly will go to heaven triumphantly. There will be the overthrow of the world and that is taking place even now in principle. 

    QuesIt says, the boy shall be a Nazarite of God from the womb. What bearing would that have on the matter? 

    JTWell, the truth of nazariteship is wrapped up in it. The book of Numbers teaches us about nazariteship. The Lord Jesus Himself was a Nazarite, and the truth of this is greatly stressed in Scripture. 

    Samson is clearly an illustration of it, especially in the great evidence of power flowing out. 

    QuesAre you suggesting that the same spiritual vigour that marked the assembly in the early days is to mark it at the end? 

    JTThat is exactly what I was thinking. The Spirit of God has brought about revival, and indeed that is the suggestion in the book of the Acts, for as early as chapter 9 the assembly had begun to wane and Paul is brought in there. The Lord said of him, that he was to be an elect vessel to me which reminds us of revival. The Spirit of God moved in Saul, and immediately there was freshness in the sense of revival, and the great features of the assembly came into evidence, implying power. 

    RemI have observed that in Mr. Stoneys reference to Samson in his book, Discipline in the School of God he remarks that it was not the marriage which was of the Lord, but the fact that he was seeking an occasion against the Philistines. 

    JTWell, that is quite evident. It does not appear that the woman ever became his wife. 

    RemMr. Darby remarks also that the desire to marry the woman was sin, but it would appear that he never married her. 

    JTWell, God watches over the history of His servants and prevents them from doing what they might proceed in; to that extent anyway, Samson is preserved until he actually discloses his secret of nazariteship. We cannot deny that Samson was a Nazarite until God forsook him. The fact that God remained with him proves he was a Nazarite until he disclosed his secret; indeed he did not know that Jehovah had departed from him. But his hair began to grow, and this would correspond with the history of the assembly at the present time, with the evidence of life, the realisation of life as amongst the brethren. 

    QuesDo I understand that you regard this history as having a dispensational bearing rather than providing a precedent for individual action? 

    JTJust so, and it is a very important thing to see that there are such examples of Gods overseeing care so that the truth of the dispensation is maintained. That is really more important than anything else. This dispensation should be understood, it is the longest of all the dispensations, and the most prolific, the most resultful, bringing out what God is in His grace and love and particularly in the preservation of His people. 

    JnoGDoes the little power of Philadelphia correspond with Samsons hair growing? 

    JTI would think that. A little power; and that no one take thy crown; that is another thing to be on our guard against. 

    QuesEarlier it was said to Smyrna, Fear nothing of what thou art about to suffer. Might that be a word for us at the present time? 

    JTWell, I am sure that is a word. One has felt it lately in certain events that one has had to do with, that God says to us, Fear not. It is a word that runs through Scripture, addressed to those who are on Gods side. It is said to Joshua, and it is a necessary word in our disciplinary meetings, so that we are not afraid of consequences. We are apt to be too much afraid of how things will affect certain ones and to be influenced by personal feelings and the like; hence the importance of being courageous in carrying out the behest of God in His judgment in the assembly, whatever consequences may arise. 

    QuesWould you say a word about Samson revealing the secret of his strength? 

    JTWell, it is the most sorrowful part of the history I would say, and shows that he was a man of like passions with ourselves. He is therefore an example to warn us, that even although God may continue with us, there may be faults that ought to be judged. The presence of God is in evidence, for He is merciful and watches over us in all that happens. Yet He would insist on individual self-judgment, and collective self-judgment, because if individual self-judgment is maintained, God would say, I will be with you. What He says in such circumstances is, I will be with you if you are with Me. But He bears with us. Some day we may find that He departs, that while we may carry on the outward form of the service of God, He has departed from us. 

    MBDo we see a similar thing in Hezekiahs day when he disclosed what was in the house, (2 Kings 20)? 

    JTGod was very merciful to Hezekiah, yet He did not fail to judge the evil. So it is now, though He bears long with us. Indeed the history of the assembly at Corinth is the best example we can get of how God can bear with His people; and yet in time the judgment falls, so that Paul has to say, Having in readiness to avenge all disobedience when your obedience shall have been fulfilled, 2 Corinthians 10: 6. There were many individuals who were disobedient at Corinth. When the saints generally get right, then God will exercise judgment against the offenders. 

    As to the action of Samson and the part his father and mother had in the thing, we see that God prevented him taking the wife that was allotted to him first, before she is given to another. God intervened in all that, and Samson retained his power and is able to encase it in a secretive way so that it should be there and yet not understood. It has the character of the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens. Parabolic ministry hides the truth, but the truth is there, and those who have a conscience, and who have discernment, can see it, whereas the delinquents cannot, and do not, see it. That, I believe, is the principle of parabolic ministry, especially in Matthews gospel. 

    JMWould you say something about the riddle in chapter 14 in that connection? 

    JTWell, it is clearly an allusion to the death of Christ and the sweetness of the ministry; and then following upon that the Spirit of God implies in chapter 16 the resurrection of Christ in what Samson did when he seized the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and tore them up with the bar, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of the mountain that is before Hebron. Added to chapter 15 this is a remarkable testimony to the power of God operative in His servant. In chapter 15 we have the great exploit of Samson. It says, the Philistines shouted against him. And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and the cords that were on his arms became as threads of flax that are burned with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand and took it, and slew with it a thousand men. And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, a heap, two heaps, with the jawbone of an ass have I slain a thousand men. And it came to pass when he had ended speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-Lehi. And he was very thirsty, and called on Jehovah, and said, Thou hast given by the hand of thy servant this great deliverance, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? And God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. 

    It seems to me that chapter 15 suggests the thought of power, especially the Spirits power, in the water by which he was refreshed. And then in chapter 16 the exploit at Gazah would point to the resurrection of Christ, and not only that, but to the purposes of God reached through it. It says at the end of the third verse alluding to the gates, that he tore them up with the bar, and put them upon his shoulders and carried them up to the top of the mountain that is before Hebron. The shoulders suggest strength, and Hebron alludes to what antedates the world and to the greatest thoughts we can have. All this lies in the Spirit, but then it is real power too, the masculine thought of power  the two shoulders. Then we have the failure, which is of course distressing, but at the same time the chapters provide a great delineation of the truth, it may be in relation to the individual, but particularly dispensational truth. So it says the hair began to grow. 

    HBThe principle of betrayal comes out twice in connection with Samson and the Philistines. Is that a feature of the world that we should be on our guard against? In the first instance he says, If ye had not ploughed with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle; then too in the case of Delilah they got at him in a cunning kind of way. 

    JTQuite so. That all links on with what we are saying, and the heifer is a very suggestive thought; my heifer he calls her, although he never really secured her. The heifer is typical of great affection. It is a female thought suggesting great affection. In Genesis 15, Abram was to secure a heifer amongst other creatures there, and I believe that whatever Samson may have understood, the Spirit of God means that the feminine thought was there, and in due course Christ would secure it; Christ would have the assembly. But God uses the Philistines to deny Samson what he sought. It must be the assembly that is in the divine thought. And then Delilah is the wicked person. She is found in Revelation, in Thyatira. We have there an allusion to the wickedness of the apostate assembly. The Lord says, Her children will I kill with death. Moreover she says, I sit a queen, and I am not a widow; and I shall in no wise see grief, but the Spirit of God asserts that her sorrow will be terrible. 

    HBSo these two women would represent a feminine element that is in direct contrast to what we were looking at last evening in the book of Numbers in connection with the daughters of Zelophehad. 

    JTI think so; the link would be strong. It occurred to me this was an extensive subject which ought to be looked into. 

    RemIt will be noted that with both these women there is a downward movement. In chapter 14: 5 it says, And Samson went down Then in verse 7, And he went down; verse 10, And his father went down. In chapter 16: 4 there is reference to the valley of Sorek in contrast to the mountain in the previous verse. Is there a significance in all that? 

    JTValleys are dangerous in that sense. All this downward movement is very suggestive, and probably refers to the history of Christendom, because it is all downward from the early chapters of the Acts. Paul began a revival and the Lord took him up in view of it, and then the long period of deflection, until the assembly got on to the level of the world; then the revival we have already spoken of. The Reformation was, of course, a little movement, something of God, but at the same time it did not go all the way. Protestantism does not go all the way. But it is a feature of the actings of the Spirit of God as here, that He will go all the way. 

    He shall guide you into all the truth; not simply what it is partially, but what it is as a whole. 

    QuesIn connection with Samson it refers at least twice to his avenging himself, whereas with Gideon he spoke of delivering Israel. Is that not a better thought? 

    JTIt is indeed. Gideon is certainly set over against Samson in that sense, setting out the service of God before the Angel. Manoahs wife was more in it than he was and it is well that we should not forget that. It comes into Samsons history as well, as we see in chapter 14, and his father being mentioned by himself at times, would, I think, point to defectiveness in the position. It is necessary that the sisters should apprehend all this, so that they may not be onlookers, and simply followers of the brothers. They are to be fully in the truth, and there is no reason why they should not be. The Spirit of God makes much of women who have been leaders in the truth. Manoahs wifes name is never mentioned, but I think she represents the sisters as it says, Let the women learn in silence. But she does not fail to meet a situation when it arises and to correct her husband. 

    WHTCertain instructions are given to the women in Scripture. 

    JTI suppose that would be the subjective side. What we have in these Bible readings seems peculiar to the dispensation in our own times. Not that there is any difference in what we have from what they had in the early days, but I think the conversational idea would be more stressed now, and it has given great opportunity for instruction. Whilst it says that the women are to learn in silence, yet they are to learn. They are not to be ever learning and never coming to a knowledge of the truth. I believe in this passage in Judges 13: 23, Manoahs wife alludes to the sisters because she asserted what is right and it was in reference to a remarkable movement which is said to be wonderful, really foreshadowing the service of God. 

    RemOne of the instructions given by the angel to the woman is, and he shall begin to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. That evidently was what God had in mind. 

    JTThat was what was intended and it is said twice over of Samson that he judged Israel twenty years. Firstly in Judges 15: 20, meaning that he was doing it then, and secondly in Judges 16: 31. He had judged Israel twenty years. So that he was not always slaying Philistines, for he was judging; it is a very great matter to have judgment executed and made clear amongst the brethren; things are to be made right and regulated by the truth. 

    QuesYou were speaking of exploits; would that be seen in some of the exploits of the men of God, in the history of the church, who yet had not the full light of the assembly? 

    JTThere were exploits before the Reformation by many dear men of God whose hymns we have, showing what they were. Then in the Reformation itself, how much there was! But not until the Spirit of God asserted Himself amongst the saints do we get the truth of the assembly. 

    ABDo we see Samsons history closed to some extent in verse 20 of chapter 15? It says, He judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years, and then in chapter 16 we see he immediately turned from a straight path. 

    JTI think God is showing how thoughtful He is of His servants, and that although they may fail grievously, yet He is pleased to say of Samson before his failure and imprisonment that he judged Israel. It says, He judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years. 

    ABDoes the Spirit of God in that way give him credit for what he did? 

    JTAnd then in the end of chapter 16, He had judged Israel twenty years. The exercise of judgment is stressed in this servant, and the mention of it reminds us how considerate God is of us, and how ready He is to give us credit. Even if there be failure, the things we are credited with are present and asserted and indeed emphasised. 

    JMWhat does Samsons remarkable death mean for us? 

    JTI think it is the humiliation that belongs to the position, but we should carefully notice what is said. But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved. Then the lords of the Philistines gathered together to sacrifice a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for they said, Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hands. And when the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said, Our god has given into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, even him who multiplied our slain. And it came to pass when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house, and he played before them; and they set him between the pillars. And Samson said to the lad that held him by the hand, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. 

    I think we have to learn a little here as to the man himself, in view of his death, the humiliation attached to it, dying with the Philistines, although there is victory in that. He died a prisoner, a blind prisoner, but as to himself he was personally free, and I believe that is what he means when he says to the lad that held him, Let loose of me. He was free of the worlds limitations. The presence of this lad, of course, was a suggestion that he was a prisoner, a blind prisoner, needing to be guided, but he says, Let loose of me. He shook off whatever elements of the world remained with him, so as to be free in the exercise of the power of God. I think we will do well to think of that, and to consider whether we are free in our souls and able to shake off whatever elements of the world remain with us, so as to use the power of God as granted to us. 

    FBIt was nazariteship that did that. 

    JTQuite so. Samson did it himself. His word, Let loose of me; would be as much as to say, I do not need you any more. He knew he was going to die, undoubtedly. 

    FBIn connection with the present phase of this dispensation does nazariteship not free us from anything binding? 

    JTBy our failure we may lose the characteristics of nazariteship, but as returning to them, as I believe Samson returned in his soul, we free ourselves from what hinders Gods power working in us. He knew what was going to happen and said, Let me die with the Philistines!. 

    QuesWould his return to nazariteship be indicated in the hair beginning to grow again? 

    JTThat was the beginning of the thing. The revival we have part in now involves that features that are distinctively of the world are to be shaken off; for instance, clericalism, which is a sorrowful feature of the declension, had to be repudiated. This little lad is, so to say, a suggestion of that. Samson was to be free of all that now. We ought to be entirely free of that element. 

    WA-sThere is a resumption of liberty with God indicated in Samsons prayer. 

    JTYes, it is very beautiful. He says, Suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. He had in mind to exercise his power in leaning on them. Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and upon the roof there were about three thousand men and women, who looked on while Samson made sport. It is a most distressing thought! Samson making sport for them! And Samson called to Jehovah; he is now free; and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes. He is rather small, but still he is speaking to God; he is asking for vengeance for his eyes. He is going to die, of course, but he is praying to God and seeks to exercise the power he had been accustomed to. And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood (and he supported himself upon them), the one with his right hand and the other with his left. And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines! And he bowed himself with might; and the house fell on the lords, and on all the people that were therein. So the dead that he slew at his death were more than those whom he had slain in his life. It seems to me, that there is great victory in this, whilst fully recognising the humbling circumstances; and we must discern that we are in very humbling circumstances since the revival. 

    JOSDoes the fact that the Spirit is not said to have come upon him imply that now there is inward power in Samson? 

    JTI think Judges 16:3, presents a Colossian thought. Hebron is in view; that which is before the world. In Colossians the Spirit is not mentioned in a personal way, the power of the Spirit is more in view. 

    JWWhy does the loss of his eyesight weigh so heavily upon him at the last? 

    JTWell, I suppose he felt that was the great shame of his position; my two eyes. He spoke of them both. He evidently had a judgment in that sense, which we all should have if we are awake. Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee, Ephesians 5: 14. It is a question of the light that belongs to the position which we are in. 

    JCSamsons name is mentioned in Hebrews 11 as one who was an overcomer. 

    JTHe is amongst those who come in toward the end, where the writer says, the time would fail me ...; there is so much to say. Another beautiful thing is, that there is so much to say, we have hardly time to say it; so much to be done too. The servants of the Lord have not the same latitude or opportunity that they used to have. Time is one of the scarcest things. 

    JnoGIs the hair growing again, and the power which is subsequently seen, an answer to the feminine side that you have been stressing? They refer to the subjective inward side. 

    JTI think it would; a suggestion that the assembly is coming to light; and there is power. Philadelphia, I suppose, would be that phase of the thing, as the Lord said, Thou hast a little power; and then what goes with that, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. Further He says, Hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown; He has the assembly itself in mind, and says, Behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, (thy feet, not my feet), and shall know that I have loved thee. That is a beautiful touch in Philadelphia. 
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    APPEARINGS (JT 94)

    Judges 13: 1 - 25

    JTIn chapter 6 we have a divine appearing. The angel of God came to Ophrah and sat under an oak and then appeared to Gideon as he threshed wheat in the winepress, and said to him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour  God always gives us a record of the feature He is pleased to regard, or able to record in any person or locality. He takes account of willingness and comforts those who are thus engaged by appearing to them. 

    This book links up with the springs spoken of in chapter 1, and is parallel with Johns gospel, in which the ideas of springs and of divine appearings are emphasised. Springs are for the energy of life. Appearings obtain for us that our energies should be according to God. The impressions of appearings should characterise us so that what is of God is maintained here. 

    Chapter 6 deals with Gideon, one who was to be immediately used, but this chapter treats of an appearing to the parents of a man to be used later, and therefore bears somewhat on the households of the people of God. Households and parentage necessarily have in view the continuation of the testimony of God. Children have always been regarded, potentially at least, as eligible for the testimony, and, in order that they should come into it, it is important that parents should have divine impressions, and divine impressions are by divine appearings, because the main idea in parentage is to pass on things. The great representative parent, Abraham, is one who had an appearing. He represents in Scripture the idea of a father. It is a primary thought that God would have passed on from generation to generation. The true idea of fatherhood is in Himself, but Abraham is said to have commanded his children after him, and in order to secure that he dwells in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise, so that his own interests would be passed on to his children, not only to Isaac but to Jacob. So I thought this chapter would help us in regard to household responsibility, with a view to the testimony being continued, so that what is in our hands should not deteriorate as we pass on, but be enhanced; every appearing is intended to increase our spiritual power. 

    QuesAre the manifestations in Johns gospel on similar lines? The Lord says He that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him, and further, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him, John 14: 21, 23. He comes to such a one. There is a manifestation, a devotedness of affection. 

    JTYes, quite; He and the Father come. 

    RemAre the manifestations conditional? 

    JTChapter 14 shows that. They may also be corrective, you know, and so in the last chapter of John you have a third manifestation which was restorative and corrective. No doubt He took account of what underlay the hearts of the disciples, but they had gone astray, a very serious matter. The appearing was to bring about recovery. The appearings in John 14 are normal manifestations, I think, contingent on love, and they accord with Judges 6. 

    QuesDo you think that we can make any real progress in our souls if we do not have these manifestations? 

    JTI think they are essential to bearing a divine impression. 1 Corinthians 15 gives us a record of six distinct manifestations of Christ after He arose; there were more than that if we compare the ends of the gospels and the beginning of Acts, but in that record we have six, and I think the number given is intended to be constructive. First He appeared unto Cephas, meaning that, as the name is given, the material of the assembly should be enhanced as the structure was in building; then he appeared to the twelve, meaning that the administrative vessels should bear His impress in their souls. There should be an immediate impress of Christ on the spirit in consequence of His appearing; and then He appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, conveying that the relationship of brethren should not be a mere term, and not become hackneyed or stale without the spirit that underlies the relationship, and without the appearance or reflection of Christ. Gideon said as to those who were slain at Tabor, What were they like? They were like you, every one as the son of a king. They were like Gideon. That is the idea of brethren, and I think the Lord, in appearing to five hundred brethren at once, would impress Himself upon them. 

    His countenance was like the countenance of an angel of God. She did not know it was an angel, but she observed his countenance that it was as of an angel. The reflection of God was discernible there, and so with Gideons brethren; they were like him. So that the Lords appearing to five hundred brethren at once would leave an impression upon them; they would all be like Christ  there would be a reflection of Christ in the brethren. It would have a wonderful effect, promote affection one for another, for they would become increasingly lovable as they became like Christ. 

    Then there was the appearance to James, as if the Lord would remind us in that that one man can do a lot. James, I have no doubt, suggests the idea of what one man can do, like Elijah, who by prayer shut up the heaven for three years and six months and then prayed again and the rain came down, and the earth brought forth its fruit. One man can do that, so that even if you are reduced to yourself, you can do a lot, if you have a manifestation from the Lord. Then, so as to check any one man from becoming too influential among the brethren, He appeared to all the apostles. It might seem a repetition that at first He appeared to twelve and then to all the apostles. It is one thing to appear to an authoritative company, those who represent the authority of God, the rule of God. Having had such an appearing the apostles would assert His authority, but they would assert it according to Himself, as He would do it, by an immediate appearing. Then Paul says, Last of all, as to an abortion, he appeared to me also  last but not least! But he says then, Not I, but the grace of God which was with me. The Lord had appeared to Paul earlier and said, for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou hast seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in, Acts 26: 16. So apparently Paul had several appearing, and I think, therefore, in this record we have the constructive side coming out of the authority and the value of appearings; they must be looked for and arranged for. What do you say to that? 

    RemI think it is very good indeed; it is very instructive. 

    RemHis appearing would give colour and character to the testimony of those to whom the appearing is made. 

    JTThat is it. John gives us three distinct appearings after the Lord arose. He calls them manifestations. He gives one the first day on which the Lord arose; the second was eight days after; and then he gives another without a date. He tells us it was the third manifestation. 

    QuesDo you think that what you were saying was seen personally in Stephen? Those looking upon him saw his face as the face of an angel. He could be used to give them the history of the nation, showing that he had the mind of God for the moment: As your fathers did, so do ye, Acts 7: 51. 

    JTHe would do it reflectively. He reflected heaven. Whether he had an appearing we are not told, but there could be no doubt that it was so, for they saw his face as the face of an angel  a reflection of what is in heaven; his words, his address, his prayer at the end, and his remarks all wonderfully reflect Christ. 

    RemAnd when his levitical service was over, he could immediately take up his priestly function, which was eternal. 

    JTWe see the moral power that actuated Stephen in that he could actually kneel down as he was stoned. I think these appearings of the Lord are intended to indicate His personal service to the assembly right up to the end when it is carried up to heaven. 

    I think the passage read has the rapture in view, for the angel did wondrously, it says, and ascended in the flame of the altar. Of course Manoah and his wife could not understand that, but we can understand. We know now if we have read Luke, and the Acts. We can understand that there is such a thing as going up in the savour of the offering. The Lord Jesus was carried up into heaven and the assembly is to be carried up; the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up ... and so shall we ever be with the Lord, 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, 17. I think that Samsons ministry had that end in view. He is the last judge, and he judged Israel twenty years, during which the Spirit of God records his calling on Jehovah, firstly in relation to his asking for water, and secondly in his pulling down the Philistine house. 

    I think that Samson represents a dispensational idea. The angel appeared not to him but to his parents. It was prophetic  the mind of God was indicated before he was born, and that is that there should be a going up in the savour of the offering. 

    RemLike Paul. 

    JTJust so. He is the type of the assembly going up. You see how the spiritual secrets of the assembly were divulged, and that spelt the ruin of the church. But then the abstract idea of the assembly remains; in fact, it has been seen somewhere in persons throughout the whole dispensation; so it says that Samsons hair began to grow. That was the death knell of the world. 

    QuesWhat do you think that answers to in the present time? 

    JTDevelopment of life; it is development of life in the saints after the great failure, and then the thing to see is whether your hair is growing, whether there is the development of life. You cannot have development unless the hair is growing. It indicates the energy of life in me. Hence in the type, a great deal is said about the hair  white, black or yellow, and the bald head, because it expresses in the most public way the energy of life  vitality. It is visible and can be seen by everyone, and Samson had lost his by divulging his secret. But it says, the hair of his head began to grow. That was a definite announcement before the world; the present movement of the Spirit is on that line. The revival of life amongst the people of God means the death knell of the world. 

    RemWhat do the Philistines represent? 

    JTThey represent the world. You remember what an enormous building it was, holding three thousand people on the roof alone. We think we have everything nowadays, but they had big buildings in those days. 

    Samsons hair began to grow, and they did not know it; that means that what is developed now in the saints is power, by which the world will fall. 

    In chapter 15 it is said that he slew a thousand men with the jawbone of an ass. The great feature of his actual ministry is his secrecy. He began by proposing a riddle, but the very thing which he introduced himself is the thing in which he falls. He propounded a riddle, but he could not keep the secret himself, and so it worked out to his undoing. But then he began with life out of death, the swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, then the riddle compounded on that, and then the slaying of a thousand men with the jawbone of an ass. I think that is the revival of the Lords supper, by which the death of the Lord is maintained in freshness and power with us, and then alongside of that the Spirit typified in the water. He called on the Lord, and water came out of the rock. He drank of it and his spirit revived. It is a milestone in the testimony, the great principle that water is to be obtained by asking for it: The well of him that cried. Then it says, He judged Israel twenty years. We can understand that spiritually for if he has the Spirit of God there is the judgment of Israel, there is righteousness. It is in anticipation of the coming day when God will judge, not executive judgment but administrative justice, and that is only by the Spirit. 

    QuesIs the spring the power of the maintenance of that  following the victory by the jawbone of the ass? 

    JTThat is what stands in Israel to this day. 

    Then the next chapter brings out another thing. He is imprisoned in Gaza and they beset the city to slay him in the morning. Here the enemy defeats himself in waiting for the morning, because Samson arose at midnight. Night does tend to weaken us, especially midnight, but he arose at midnight and took the gates of the city, bars and all, and put them on his shoulder and carried them up to the top of a hill that is before Hebron. That is another thing  it is the truth of resurrection; it is the knowledge of the Son of God, but it comes into our souls; it is the truth of Colossians following on the Spirit. Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. 

    Samson in type leads captivity captive; he carried the bars and all up the hill. It is not simply that he escaped their influence, but he showed the stature, the power he had. What would they do with a man like that? That is what we come into. It is a dispensational scene come into light. The power of God will effect His purpose. 

    Then another thing follows: immediately after that you find that he falls under the power of Delilah and loses his strength. But then it says, The hair of his head began to grow. 

    QuesDo you think in connection with the carrying of the gates to the mountain top, that the centre of administration is heavenly now? 

    JTThat is right. It says, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. The understanding of that leads you to see the power that there is in the power of the Spirit for the carrying out of the divine purpose. 

    RemThough Samson was unfaithful, and had to suffer for it, yet God was faithful to him, and the exercises God allowed him to pass through were the occasion of his gaining the little strength. 

    JTYes, so now you have the Spirit and the bride say, Come  that comes in in Revelation. Revelation is the undoing of the world, but we know it. We are in the secret of it, and I think that the light that the angel sets before Manoah and his wife overshadows all this. It is God conveying His mind as to Nazariteship in the abstract, apart from the failure that is seen in Samson. The outcome of Nazariteship is in the savour of the sacrifice, what goes up from here to heaven, acceptable to heaven in all the sweet savour of the sacrifice of Christ. 

    RemDo I understand that the hair beginning to grow on Samsons head again has its answer in what the Spirit is doing at the present moment? 

    JTI think the present time, the closing period of the assembly, is marked by a re-growth of nazarite hair, our taking our place in relation to the death of Christ, nazariteship in other words, and consequently there is growth of hair. 

    QuesIn regard to the slaying of the three thousand men, has that its answer in Acts 2? 

    JTThere it is grace. Here the pulling down of the world system is more in view; thus it marks the end of this dispensation. You are dealing with the shadow; he makes it very emphatic; it is not that we are pulling down the house for God, but it is the power that produces the life in us that does. The rapture of the assembly signalises the overthrow of the world. Who shall change our vile body ... according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself, Philippians 3: 21. It is power that works in us now. 

    RemThe energy of life in the believer today is in a way the condemnation of the world. 

    JTThe Lord said: Now is the judgment of this world. Not that it is yet executed, but it stands. It is now. 

    The angel appeared on both occasions to Manoahs wife first. He realised that she had discernment. 

    QuesWould you say that the woman represents the subjective side in the one, and that is in advance of what is seen outwardly, or do you look at it as two distinct things? 

    JTThe angel saw a state in her that was not in Manoah but he is brought into it; he is brought into privilege. Although Manoah prayed that the man should be sent again, yet he appears the second time to the wife. The prominence given to devoted women in this book of Judges has a correspondence in our own times. How much is effected by the devotedness of sisters, and of mothers particularly, because they have more to do with the training and forming of the children than the fathers have. 

    RemSo the appearing was really to Manoahs wife? 

    JTNo doubt if Manoah was in a state for it, he would have got the manifestation. He is not opposed, he is really very interested, but nevertheless there seems to be a lack with him because the manifestations were to the wife on both occasions. 

    RemThat is she arrived at things by intuition, as it were. 

    JTI think she had a certain spiritual discernment. She says: A man of God came unto me. And then she says his countenance was like the countenance of an angel. That denotes, I think, certain spiritual discernment. He was a man of God, and his appearance like an angel of God, and then it says, Manoah said to his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God. But his wife said unto him, If the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt-offering ... at our hands, neither would he have shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time have told us such things as these. She is now making deductions. She has formed a judgment of things presented to her. 

    RemLike the apostle, who says, Because we thus judge. 

    JTQuite so; in introducing the Lords supper, he says I speak as to intelligent persons; do ye judge what I say. It was for them to form deductions  and here Manoahs wife is forming a right judgment. 

    QuesAnd would you say that having a spiritual discernment or judgment would really show their spiritual state? 

    JTIt is very important for fathers and mothers; if they bring up their children right, it must be as representing Christ, for He represents God. Unto us a son is given and then the everlasting Father. He represented God here. Manoah and his wife not only had appearings and manifestations, but they are instructed how to train their children. This impression was to be passed on to Samson, that there is to be no element of defilement or what would tend to natural excitement in children. One thing is kept in view. The angel does wonderfully before their eyes, but he refuses to give his name. He is impressing upon them that God is to be the supreme Object, for everything refers back to God. It is the service of Christ to bring everything back to God. God is the source of all, so that all goes up to God. We must have that in view in training our children, not for this world, but so that they will be for God. The assembly is going up, and we are to go up in the sweet savour of Christ. 

    RemDoes Luke cover that ground? 

    JTI think Luke develops the oblation. He records that Jesus was carried up into heaven. It is not the question of His personal right, but His excellency. In John He ascends to heaven. 

    RemWhen they left Egypt the whole family had to be ready to move out. The Lord brings that about now; the whole household has to be ready to move out. 

    JTYes; Josephs bones have to go. Therefore it is a principle, everything goes out in the acceptability of the sacrifice of Christ. 

    You may depend upon it that our children are largely formed by what they see us do. 

    RemWhen the Lord wanted someone to carry Him He sent for the ass that was tied up. 

    JTIt was under restrictive influences. The owner keeps it from evil until the Lord comes to take it, so that no one else has ridden on that back. The world has not ridden on that back. It is a dreadful thing to think of a young man brought up in a christian household being influenced by the world. It is a great thing to keep your child from worldly connections. 

    Ques. How is that done? 

    JTThis passage helps us, and the parent works out in himself the thing that is to be worked out in the child. 

    RemI was thinking of Moses mother; she hid him, but when she could not hide him any longer she put him into the ark. 

    JTYes, that is the line exactly. She saw he was a proper child, and that is how we can take account of our children. They are all holy; they are all taken account of for God. 

    RemAll in view of the testimony? 

    JTThat is what comes out in Exodus. The enemy was eager to destroy the male children to cut off the testimony. Moses parents saw that he was a proper child and that he must be preserved; he is consequently used for the preservation of the whole nation. 

    RemPsalm 8: 2 says, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger, and Psalm 107: 41, He ... maketh him families like a flock. 

    JTVery interesting that. He says elsewhere, Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them, Psalm 127:5. You must see to it that the testimony shall be continued. If it is to be continued you must see to it that as far as in you lies there is material for the maintenance of it. That is what this chapter would teach us; God was affecting the parents in view of the continuance of the testimony. You must see to it that the source and spring are with God. God goes a long way up the stream as we see in Paul, a man who from his forefathers was separated for the work. God went a long way up the stream to bring out such a person as Paul. God takes account of antecedents in the forming of the vessel. We must take account of the vessel. God went a long way up the stream for Timothy also. 

    RemI think that is very important  the vessel as well as what is put in it. 

    JTI think God watches over the vessel. God thought of Paul a long way back; He thought of his antecedents. 

    RemIt is well to keep in mind the possibilities for God in our families. 

    JTYes. 

  

  
    SPIRITUAL POWER AS SEEN IN SAMSON (SMC 4)
    

    
    
  
  
    SPIRITUAL POWER AS SEEN IN SAMSON (SMC 4)

    Judges 13: 24 - 25; Judges 15: 9 - 20; Judges 16: 23 - 31

    It is in mind, dear brethren, to say a word on spiritual power. I have read these passages from the book of the Judges dealing with Samsons history, which, in the type, is a remarkable unfolding of spiritual power as linked with the presence and operation of the Spirit, and as linked with Nazariteship. I am sure that there must be a desire in every one of our hearts to know more of the power that is linked with the Spirit of God. We all want to be concerned, young and old, brothers and sisters alike, to make room for this divine Person, who has come to us and has taken His abode within us and has become available to us for use in the testimony of God, in which, through grace, we have part. It is a power that cannot be imitated. How the flesh would seek to imitate it! And Samsons history (from one viewpoint) shows us, in such a remarkable way, the history of the assembly publicly, and what has come into that history. You will notice that the enemy of the people of God which Samson has to do with is the Philistine, a feature of hostile power that each of us has to face in his heart, and to judge unsparingly; for throughout the history of the ways of God, the Philistine is set out as one who hinders the service of the Spirit of God (as we speak of it), for he stops the wells. And I am sure, dear brethren, that it is not without note that the closing days of the dispensation should have been marked by a peculiar ministry in relation to the Spirit; for it is not an ordinary touch that we have received in regard to the Spirit, but a distinctive touch; a touch which peculiarly belongs to the distinctive ministry through which it has come to us. 

    The brethren will note that everything that we go on with in the service of God, every bit of light that governs us in the service of God, has come through that distinctive ministry in the past fifty years. How much we owe to it! How much we have to be thankful for! There are many others that have had part in the ministry, but it is in and through the distinctive ministry that I have referred to, in the last fifty years, that the light which governs us in the service of God, has come. And the last outstanding feature of it has been this matter as to the Spirit; a great matter, indeed, to close the dispensation with! For what a great Personage the Holy Spirit is, and how suited to divine ways is it, that, ere such a dispensation of glory, unsurpassed spiritually, should end, attention should be drawn to Him who was sent from heaven, and Who has served throughout the dispensation since the day He came in at Pentecost, through all the difficult times in departure from the truth, down through the dark ages, and awakening in the time of the Reformation, as He did, such choice and peculiar movements, to which we owe so much in deliverance and emancipation from the thrall and spell of that system of entrenched darkness, that affected so many and so much! And then the days of revival through the great and honoured servant, beloved J.N.D., his service in awakening the saints to the distinctiveness of Christ in heaven as Head, and the body here on earth. Then the wonderful ministry through beloved J.B.S.; so essential - that we should know it and appreciate it. I would commend to the young men, that they should read J.B.S.s ministry. What a moral foundation it gives us! Then the remarkable ministry of F.E.R. in connection with deliverance, unique in itself. But the particular feature now, that we have alluded to, is the period of the last fifty years, when ray after ray of light has come in, in regard to the service of God, the spirit of God in it, dear brethren, His voice in the ministry, and yet He himself behind the scenes. 

    How needful it is, dear brethren, that that distinctive ministry, in which the Spirit has been so prominent, should have its full place with us, and that there should be no effort with any one of us (for our hearts are all prone to it, as the enemy finds a way through them) in any way to undervalue, or discredit, or undermine the distinctiveness of that ministry. And the Spirit of God has been drawn attention to, in the closing phase of it, in a unique way, as to His Person as an Object of worship; but I believe that, commensurate with that, there is now in this testing period the challenge to us, not just as to whether we honour that Person objectively in the honour and worship that is rightly His due, but as to whether we are habituating ourselves to communion with Him, and whether we know what it is to use Him, and to be used by Him. It is a very real matter. The only way to meet the Philistine element (which all of us are so prone to make way for, and to become characterised by) is by making room for the Spirit. We need to make room for Him more and more in all our faculties - in our way of thinking, in our way of speaking, in our way of hearing! For it is important, in the calling of attention to the Spirit, in the closing moment of the dispensation, on the eve of the translation, that we should see what is in mind, and that we should learn that the dispensation is going to end in spiritual power. It may be in smallness; it may be in weakness publicly (for we cannot claim too much), but it is going to end with a definite known result, in the assembly. That enters into the history of Samson who delineates for us, in a peculiar way, the history of the church publicly. 

    So it says of Samson: And the woman bore a son, and called his name Samson. And the child grew, and Jehovah blessed him. Notice, there is something said about this child that is unique. It says of Solomon when he was born that Jehovah loved him, as if God would fasten our attention on Solomon, that there is something unique about Solomon, for Christ is in mind in the type; there is something said about him that is said about no other, that Jehovah loved him. And here it says of Samson, that Jehovah blessed him; as if God would help us to see the line that He is going to support, the line in Samsons history, which we can count upon in meeting the encroachment of the human mind in the things of God. It is all around us, and is working much havoc and departure from the truth, and introducing error in the public body around us. But coming nearer to ourselves, how we need, every one of us, to be delivered from the element of the Philistine, so that we may make room for the Spirit of God, and as making room for the Spirit of God, overcome this element. And Jehovah blessed him. You will notice how the woman enters into this great matter; and I would suggest to the beloved brethren the great need of a right state among the brethren as to this great matter of the bringing in of this line, suggested in Samson, this effective line of Nazariteship, devotion to God without reservation, and making room for the Spirit of God. The woman has to do with it in a peculiar way; and I would desire to arouse the body of the saints, as suggested in the woman. Not the public side of energy; not the man side, as in Manoah; but heaven is interested in the woman. And I believe, that in this city and in other cities, heaven is interested in the woman, in the state of the saints, and arousing the state of the saints as to matters on hand, especially as to the bringing in of Samson! I am not thinking of Samson just as a person; I am thinking of him as an effective line, divinely supported, to meet the entrenched power of human influence in a mental way, suggested in the Philistine. And God is honouring the woman. Manoah comes into it; it is not that we are to leave the public side out, the side of ministry, the side of gift, the side of operation; we cannot carry on without the man; we must have the man as well as the woman. But the woman represents the subjective state, in connection with which heaven is intervening in relation to this matter. The skill of the woman in bringing the man in, is to be noted, so that there is a side of mutuality which is important to notice, coming in in relation to the man and the woman. How important and essential it is that in our cities, in the local assemblies, the subjective state of the saints should be equal to this great matter as to what heaven is saying, what God is saying, in regard to the raising up of a line of deliverance, to meet an entrenched foe, as suggested in the Philistine, who reigned for forty years over them, as it says, Jehovah gave them into the hand of the Philistines forty years. 

    Wonderful things come into the chapter (we have not time to dwell on them), but I just wish to stress this matter of how God comes into the position. The Angel has come into the matter, representing God, and wonderful things have occurred as the matter proceeds. We can expect, on this line, that things that we have never seen before, will take place, inculcating into us, and instilling in our hearts, a fresh desire to know more about the Person we are having to do with, as with Manoah and his wife in their enquiry in relation to the Angel. And you will remember as to the woman, how it says, And Manoah said to his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God. Oh, how the masculine side, the side of energy, flinches here! Fear is entering in; and how we need to be delivered from that awful snare - fear! But his wife said to him, If Jehovah were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt-offering and an oblation at our hands, neither would he have shewed us all these things, nor would he at this time have told us such things as these. 

    You can see that the secret lies with the woman; that is, the body of the saints are right in the matter. The woman suggests the subjective state of the saints, and it is a side that we are to make room for. Some of us may think, in our taking part and in our having to do things, that everything depends on us; but if we fall into that snare, we shall be like Samson as seen later. We shall come under the power of the Philistine, into captivity to the Philistine. We are to see how God is stressing the woman here; and He is stressing the woman tonight. He is stressing the state of the saints, the subjective state of the saints in this city, and in other cities that are represented here. And the state of the saints is to be equal to matters. We may blame the leaders (and of course the leaders are to be blamed, if they are to be blamed; there is responsibility attaching to those who lead in matters), but heaven is stressing the woman, stressing the state of the saints, as intervening in this matter. Manoah is giving up hope; he is receding, you see. He says, We shall die; it is the end! But not the woman! She knows where God is. The subjective state among the saints discerns where God is, and what God is going to do. She is an observing woman; she is putting two and two together; she is using, as we have often said before, and what is much needed among the saints - spiritual commonsense. She says, he would not have received a burnt-offering and an oblation at our hands, neither would he have skewed us all these things. She knows God, and that is a great thing to understand. The minister may think that everything lies on him, but we must not fall into that error! How essential the subjective state of the saints is for spiritual prosperity in all our cities! How important it is that we should not be governed by what is around in the profession, the hierarchy, with its use of power, keeping in captivity the latent wealth in the work of God, in the body of the people of God, the saints. It is essential that all that, that is around us, should be overthrown! The Spirit of God will not have it otherwise! And the Spirit of God would stress tonight this matter of the woman, and arouse the subjective state with us, as to this matter of what God is doing, and where He is. So that Manoah is helped through the woman. And then it says, And the woman bore a son, and called his name Samson. She is going right forward. Manoah says, There is no use in going forward; we are going to die! But not the woman! She says, We must go forward. She bore a son. A new line is coming on to view, and the power of God, spiritual power, is going to be linked with it, and it is the outcome of what she is constitutionally. Nazariteship is brought in in Samson, through what she was constitutionally, refusing what would stimulate and excite the natural mind, excite nature. 

    Then it says, the child grew. We can expect things to grow on this line. And Jehovah blessed him. It is not a question here of Israel, at this point, coming into the matter; it is not a question of those around in Zoreah and Eshtaol, and what they are doing at this juncture; it is not a question of what Judah is doing here; it is a question of what God is setting on, what God is supporting, discerning where God is. And it says, Jehovah blessed him. And the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him at Mahaneh-Dan, between Zoreah and Eshtaol, - not very easy territory, not the best territory, not the territory of Judah, but of Daniel And between Zoreah and Eshtaol - that is, it is Samsons own local setting. That would be in the mind of faith as we read this. It is not a question of what the Spirit of God is doing with him at five thousand miles away, or five hundred miles away; it is a question of what the Spirit of God is doing with him in his own locality as we would speak of it. And how important it is that we make room for the Spirit (I know the way it is presented here is sovereign) but, as we go back into it, it refers to our making room for the Spirit on this line. And it says, the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him - the Hebrew word is expressive of powerful emotion, (footnote g). Oh, how we want to look for this - where the Spirit of God is in matters; whether He is supporting what we say and what we do. It is a great thing in discerning ministry, to see where the Spirit of God is, because our hearts are stirred and moved, as the Spirit of God is in ministry. And he is moving Samson here at Zoreah and Eshtaol. We want to understand the local position better; and how the Spirit of God is honouring it. God is honouring the local position. Let none of us despise it; let none of us think that we are any bigger than the local position; let all of us, especially those who serve, remember the way that the Spirit of God is presented here as powerfully moving Samson in this geographical area, the local position. 

    Now I want to go on to speak of the next part, where the Spirit of God comes in. It says in verse 9 of chapter 15: And the Philistines went up, and encamped in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi. Now we come to a section where Samson is particularly helped. We want to understand Samsons history, we want to read it and re-read it; to see how we may be helped by divine Persons - how we may be ensnared by the foe too, as giving up or exposing our secret. What a history we have in Samson, and what teaching there is in it for us! It says, And the Philistines went up, and encamped in Judah. Now we come to territory that is choice, for Judah represents that. It is a territory that is well marked out in the word of God, a territory that faith knows, as having a peculiar place in the mind of God; and it peculiarly represents the area where the light of God is known and appreciated. We find that, even in this realm, much may come in to impede the progress of the saints, and to bring the saints into bondage; but the prophets and the Psalms show us the great interest that God has in Judah. And it says, they spread themselves in Lehi. There must have been some reason for them encamping in Judah. And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? And they said, To bind Samson - notice that! They are not concerned about Judah exactly; they are concerned about Samson. They want to defeat this feature of spiritual power operating in view of the liberation of the truth and of the saints. How the enemy moved against Christ in this light! Judah delivers Samson into the hands of the Philistines. 

    We think of how the Lord was delivered by those who were nearest to Him into the hands of the Philistines, into the hands of His enemies. What a tale it unfolds as we think of it; the betrayal of the Lord Jesus - the betrayal of Samson by the men of Judah. And it says in verse 14, When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him. Now notice the conspiracy in this matter! The men of Judah are bound up in this conspiracy. Oh, the conspiracy that Matthew draws attention to! Time and again Matthew, the great administrative gospel, speaks of the Jews taking counsel to put Jesus to death. Think of this awful conspiracy, the conspiracy against Christ! The conspiracy here is against Samson. And it says, When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him. When he came to Lehi - that is, he comes into the position where the Philistines had encamped. Notice this, because divine Persons are in this matter, moving strategically against this overpowering and ensnaring foe - the weight of human intellect and human mentality in the things of God. Divine Persons are moving into this realm, through Samson, to take issue with it. And it says, When he came to Lehi; Samson does not go around Lehi. The point is that divine Persons are in this matter, in the very place where the Philistines spread themselves. The more we are like Paul, in the secret of divine power, the power linked with what Christ is as the wisdom and power of God, and what the Spirit is, the more we shall be prepared to meet things, as they spread themselves on this line. We need not be afraid! Samson is not afraid here, and divine Persons are moving into the position. It says, And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and the cords that were on his arms became as threads of flax that are burned with fire, and his band loosed from off his hands. And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand and took it, and slew with it a thousand men. 

    Now I just want to refer, in passing, to how the ministry is taken up now in the fresh jawbone of an ass, wielded in a power mysterious to men. Men cannot understand the presence of the Spirit. The human mind cannot fathom the peculiar resourcefulness connected with the presence of the Spirit of God in ministry and service. And the Spirit of God comes in upon Samson. It says, he found. Notice now, it is not the stress on the Spirit, but he found. As understanding the movements of the Spirit of God and the importance of being used by, and making use of the Spirit of God, he takes up the fresh jawbone of an ass (wonderful type of ministry, as it is!) to wield it in a way that it had never been wielded before, not to meet the men of Judah, terrible as their sin was in delivering him over, but to meet the Philistines! And how they are to be met! It says, And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, a heap, two heaps, With the jawbone of an ass have I slain a thousand men. And it came to pass when he had ended speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-Lehi. And he was very thirsty, and called on Jehovah, and said, Thou hast given by the hand of thy servant this great deliverance, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? And God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it, - notice this - which was in Lehi, that in the very sphere where the Philistines had spread themselves, in the very sphere where their power was exercised over Judah. God brings in this fresh feature of resource, this renewal of Samsons strength. And I believe that divine Persons desire that as understanding the terribleness of the Philistine element in our hearts, and as judging it and calling upon God, we are to understand this fresh movement; as it says, And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore - that is, it becomes a landmark - which is in Lehi; Lehi is stressed, as if we are to notice where it occurs. God brings about deliverance. Oh, how we should all be concerned as to falling into the hand of the uncircumcised, falling into the hand of what is linked with men in the strength of nature, in the strength and power of the arm of the flesh, which the Philistine suggests! Oh, the importance of the Spirit of God coming in, in the finish of the dispensation, a known resource, a resource that becomes, as we use it, a landmark in our history, so that in all that we do, in all that we have part in, we become more and more callers upon this unfailing Spring! I would encourage all of our hearts in resorting to the Spirit, calling upon Him at every turn, calling upon Him in everything we have to do, and everything that we say, habitually resorting to the Spirit, realising that it is the only means of salvation, and effective means, in meeting the pretentious element that is presented in the Philistine. And it says, And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. That is, it is a time for reviving, dear brethren! It is a time for being revived; but it is a time of drinking. The reviving follows the drinking. And we are to take this model, Samson, and, as drinking into this fresh feature of divine resource, the blessed Spirit as available to us, we are to revive, so that the position might be held in power. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. 

    Now, I want to finish with a word as to this final moment. What a portentous moment it is! What a moment, when Samson, through the government of God in the loss of the power of his Nazariteship, is grinding in the prison house. Oh, what a tale in church history it unfolds, as it brings in the result of the continual entrenching power of the Philistine foe, for they eventually succeeded through subtle means, in overthrowing Samson. They succeeded and Samson gave up his secret; he yielded himself, he sold himself to the Philistines through Delilah. Oh, let us remain firm in our souls! Let us hold the ground in firmness against this inveterate foe, always entrenching upon spiritual ministry, always entrenching upon spiritual activities, carried out in the power of the Spirit of God! And they call Samson up. Think of this, how Samson is made sport of! Think of things around us, the jokes and sport that is made of things publicly. We are to have a judgment of all that! And it says, And Samson said to the lad, - look at this now, a lad, some lad standing by. We might say, Well, he is not of much account; we will rule him out, he will not help us, he will be of no use in this matter; the lords of the Philistines are here, what can the lad do? But think of the lad in Johns gospel! We need to be more aware of these varied features of resources that are subserving the position unpretentiously, without any officialism. And Samson said to the lad that held him by the hand, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands. Samson gets to the basis of the matter, the pillars upon which the house stands! 

    That is what we want to come to in our souls - the pillars upon which the house stands! He does not begin to throw down stone upon stone of the building; he gets the main support of the position and it is dealt with, and dealt with thoroughly. Oh, the spiritual power that will enter into the closing of the dispensation, as it has entered into the revival, through J.N.D.s service, and others! The pillars upon which the house stands have been brought down; that is, all that upon which the Philistine system rests, and in which Philistine glory and strength are entrenched, Samson brings down! How is it brought down? It says, And Samson called to Jehovah, and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes. There is the lad, there is Samson, there is the Lord Jehovah. What a three-fold cord entering into this matter of the overthrow of the house - the system that the Philistines are entrenched in - representative of what the enemy uses to hinder the free action and flow of the Spirit of God in all His distinctiveness in spiritual power in the activities of the saints. 

    Well, may the Lord help us, dear brethren! One feels the word has been laid singularly upon ones heart tonight, that everyone of us might be concerned that the Spirit of God may be in the ascendency in our souls individually, in our hearts and minds individually, and in our local gatherings, that there may be no weakening and overthrowing of the position by the advancement of human strength, the human mind, however keen it may be, upon the position. May God help us in regard to making room for the Spirit, so that we may know what spiritual power really is! 

  

  
    POWER (WJH 8)
    

    
    
  
  
    POWER (WJH 8)

    Judges 13:1-5; Judges 16: 6-31

    I had in mind to say a few words as to power. No one would deny the great weakness that marks Christians, in which we all share, and yet it is wonderful that the strongest man of Scripture is found in this book of Judges in a day such as ours. The public position was that there was no king in Israel and the people did evil in the sight of the Lord. Israels position was one of captivity to enemies, departure from God, unfaithfulness, brokenness, abject weakness, and yet, in these conditions there arises the strongest man of Scripture. I think it might help us in our weakness to look a little at the source of power. 

    The Psalmist says, that twice he had heard that power belonged to God. We are always in the presence of one character of His power. The visible things disclose to every man His eternal power and Godhead. Men boast in the power that they have accumulated through knowledge, seen in what they make, and one admits that man has learnt how to do remarkable things, but you would not connect eternal power with man. Take any great leader of science. Where is his power in the presence of death? What abject weakness is evident. Where is all his intelligence? What can he do now? There is nothing calculated to make a man feel weak like death. All have to bow to its mighty force sooner or later, but the sun still shines, the stars still proceed on their courses, the rain still falls, the grass still grows, maintained by eternal power. There is no diminishing of the power of God the Creator. 

    Think of the power that has been emitted from the sun over these thousands of years, and yet, as far as we can measure, it is undiminished. It is well for us who are to be a kind of first-fruits of His creatures to think constantly of God as the possessor of eternal power, who not only brought the universe into existence, but upholds it by the word of His power. Men would like to believe the universe upholds itself, but Scripture says, that it is upheld by the word of Christs power. The universe is supported by the eternal power of God. How well, in these days of boasted human ability, to keep our eye on the visible things that disclose the eternal power of God. 

    Then the apostle indicates a further expression of Gods power, and that is the cross. He says, the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. What a contrast to creation. You can understand that the sun, that mighty orb, evidences His eternal power, but think of the cross being His power. The preaching of the cross is to us who are saved, the power of God. The mighty power of God finds expression in the cross of Christ. You say, What can it do? What does this power perform through the preaching of the cross? Christ crucified exposes by divine power the true character of this world with all its deceptiveness, as under the influence of the deceiver. God has a power that lays bare the worlds true character, and that power is the cross. The whole system of this world and its rulers are so against God that, when the Lord of glory, the blessed Administrator of every true glory in the universe came, the princes of the world, its great leaders, crucified Him. 

    God uses the light of the cross to disclose to us the world in its true character, even as He uses the sun to dispel the darkness of the night, and show things in their true character. But the power of God in the cross does not stop there. Christ crucified is the power that God uses to draw troubled hearts to Himself. As the sun in the heavens draws, by its influence, the whole solar system, so Christ crucified is the power of God to draw our hearts out of this world to Himself. As the Lord said, I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what death He would die, not only that He would die, but by what death He would die. We are all accustomed by necessity to the thought of death and also of burial, but crucifixion is something additional. It is Christ lifted up, not only to expose the world in its true character, but to disclose what God is towards us, so that we might be attracted, as the Lord says, I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

    Another source of power is the blessed Spirit of God here. The Lord said that His own were to tarry in Jerusalem till they were endued with power from on high. The Spirit of God is the source of heavenly power for the saints of this period. God has given us a spirit of power. The demonstration of the Spirit, the apostle says, and power, so that, on the divine side, God would strengthen us by calling our hearts attention to Himself, to Christ and to the Spirit as the great sources of true power for the believer. On the other hand, Samson brings before us how power can be known by us experimentally, and it was that, I particularly wanted to touch on tonight. 

    In selecting Samson, God goes right back to his beginning, a most important matter for parents, for God has His eye on those He would use even before their birth. He speaks to Manoahs wife by His Angel and warns her that the son that is to be born is not to have a razor on his head, but first of all, that she is to refrain from strong drink and from eating anything unclean. That is her side, and the matter is confirmed by a second appearing to Manoah and he is also warned that this is to be maintained. We understand what these things mean. They represent spiritually that the parent is not to come under the control of the joys of earth as dominating her. The joy in relation to Gods people being delivered from their enemies and serving God, makes her superior to the control of the joys of earth. Then she is to be careful that she eats nothing unclean, Scripture carefully helping, in that day, to make clear what is clean and what is not clean. That was the mothers side. 

    I would speak to mothers and to parents generally. If our hearts are finding their joy and their portion in earthly things, however right, and especially if we are feeding upon what is unclean, are our children likely to be mighty men of God? Do you not see that they must be influenced by what we are? If our joys are the wine of this life, if our souls dip into the unclean things that man feeds upon, is it to be wondered at that our children are weak spiritually? If our minds are feeding upon the unclean literature of the day, if the joys of earth are really that for which we live, do we need to wonder why it is that our children are so feeble spiritually? Inevitably they are going to be affected by what they see in us; it cannot be otherwise. God knows it cannot be otherwise, so that He begins even before Samson is born, so that he should be formed typically under the influence of one who knows something of the joys of heaven, and who loves what is pure. Those of us who are parents, but have lost our children in this world, must go back and see that either the wine of earthly joy or unclean things have been given place in our souls, and the effect is seen in our children. 

    Then the next thing is that when the child appears, it is repeated twice that no razor must come on his head. That from the day of his birth what speaks of subjection must be found with him, for the growth of long hair in Scripture is simply that; it represents the feminine side, the outward position of subjection. So Manoahs wife is exhorted to see, from the outset, from the birth of Samson, that the element of subjection is maintained; that no razor removes it. Can we expect mighty men of God if our children are allowed to be insubject from the outset? Of course we cannot. The maintenance in the children, from birth, of the principle of subjection is the first step in them towards being mighty men here for God. You see that expressed in all its blessed perfection in Christ. Not only was He subject to God from His birth, I was cast upon thee, He says, but in His relationships here as Man, as it says, He went down to Nazareth and was subject to us parents. Never did subjection disappear from His blessed path. His locks were black and bushy, Song of Songs 5: 11, right to the last day of His sojourn here. 

    Now this is the secret of the strength of Samson, the man who could take a young lion and rend it in two as a kid; the man who could take a jaw bone of an ass and slay a thousand Philistines; the man who could take the gates of the city and doors, and carry them up the hill before Hebron. The secret of his strength, in the typical teaching of it, is that he never had a razor on his head. The great feature of subjection was set forth typically in Samson and was to be maintained by him. If we desire our children to be men of God, let the principle of subjection begin with their birth. If we want sisters strong in the service of the Lord, it will be as subjection to man as head is maintained. If we want men who are strong to serve God, it is as subjection in every right sphere is maintained, whether to employers, to government, or to the rule that God maintains amongst His people, or to the Lord Himself. The secret of strength lies in that which appears to be weak, namely, subjection. Feminine glory is to have long hair, a symbol of subjection, and that principle, accepted in every sphere of life to which it applies, is the secret of strength on our side. In the measure in which we maintain it, we will find that there are no powers, no bonds that men and the world can make that will be able to bind us. If we are bound successfully it is because we have departed from the principle of subjection. 

    Samson makes clear that they can test this out. They could bring their new withs that never were dried, fresh efforts and movements of man to bind Gods people, but they break like tow. They may bring their ropes, stronger still, to capture this man, but they snap like thread. They may fasten his locks to a beam, but as long as he has his locks, the beam will give way. The truth is, dear brethren, there is no means known to the modern world  the Philistine world  that can successfully bind Gods people while they maintain the great principle of subjection, first to the Lord above all, and then in every sphere to which it properly belongs. Let that principle be maintained, and all the withs, the ropes and the beams that the world can produce are but thread to Gods people. 

    But be assured that the Philistine element is unrelenting in its efforts to bring into bondage those who maintain the principle of subjection. Delilah was after those eleven hundred silver pieces. She had no love for Samson. She was after the spoil that she would get for herself, till at last he disclosed the great secret of his strength. That which speaks of subjection is that which is outwardly weak, especially in a man, for it is a shame for a man to have long hair. Subjection is outwardly a position of weakness, but the true acceptance of that position is the great secret of the mighty power of Samson. But, alas! what is in his heart is ultimately laid bare to a Philistine world. He told her all his heart. These holy features of subjection are not to be paraded. Where they exist they are the secret of the soul. But by Samson they are laid bare to the Philistines and in a few moments his strength is gone and he wist it not. He is bound now, his two eyes are taken out, he grinds in the prison house, he becomes the sport of the Philistine world! 

    I speak to the dear young men and women whom Satan is seeking to decoy into a Philistine world. If you give up the position of subjection to the Lord or in any other sphere to which it belongs, you will lose both your eyes. What was once so bright and clear to you will be lost to your sight, and darkness will supervene. You may think that you will find liberty in a wider sphere in the world, but you will be in cruel bondage; you will grind in the prison house of this world and you will be the sport of a world that hates Christ. I appeal to you to look at Samson, that mighty man before whom previously no Philistine could stand. A thousand had earlier sought to take him and could not. He becomes the sport of his enemies, as many a Christian, who has gone into the world, becomes positively the sport of the world, not really one of them, but a subject of their sport and mockery. 

    But Samsons hair began to grow again. He began typically to come back in self-judgment to this great principle of subjection to God. With the return of the hair there was a return of some of the power that was once his. How we thank God for that, especially those of us who are older, whether we look at it individually or in relation to the present position of Gods people. How many of us as individuals have known the loss of true might, true strength, by insubjection in some form or other, but have also known the blessedness of a return of strength, at least in measure, as that principle began to be accepted again. We are at this very moment enjoying the same thing together among Gods people. The church has turned away from allegiance to Christ and what a sport to the world it has become. What mockery, what darkness, what bondage, is in the public position of the professing church! But in recent times the principle of subjection to Christ as the churchs Head has begun to appear, and to those who accept it the whole world is coming down. 

    With the return of the principle of subjection in the soul of Samson, the Philistine house crashes, and it is going to crash in the great religious Philistine world as the principle of subjection to Christ is re-established in the hearts of Gods people. I think we can truly say that the hair is beginning to grow again. The acceptance of our true allegiance and subjection to Christ is coming into many a heart amongst the saints, and with its coming falls the mighty power of this world over Gods people. 

    Well, I would call attention to these great matters. First that we should see in God, and in Christ and in the Holy Spirit, the great sources of true power compared with which the might of the whole world is as nothing. The whole force of this world, however great it may appear, is small and weak compared with the mighty power of divine Persons. On the other hand, the strength for Gods people to face enemies, to face even the roaring lion maybe, lies in subjection to the Lord. We learn there are no withs, 

    there are no ropes and there are no beams that can bring Gods people into bondage if we are subject. But if we allow a razor on our heads so that the hair of our Nazariteship disappears, what a spectacle we become! 

    May the Lord help us to see this great subjective side of power, the acceptance of subjection in every sphere. May the Lord help us to learn these lessons. 
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    JUDGES 14 (CAC 6)

    Judges 14

    In the history of Samson there is a very marked contrast between his exploits and his personal character. The Spirit of God would suggest to us that we must distinguish between what was done by Samson by divine power and the weakness that was in Samson himself. His personal weakness was a great contrast to his spiritual power. So it would seem as if his history is in two parts, which in a sense have to be looked at separately. We see in Samson something greater than the weakness that marked him as a man. Perhaps it would be well if we looked first at the incidents in his history which are characterised by spiritual actings; and then consider the other side, those incidents in which we see Samson beguiled again and again into utterly false positions. 

    It is noticeable that there are three occasions where it is said that the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him. There is a preliminary statement in the end of the previous chapter the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him, chapter 13:25. That is before he came out in public service; it was in his own home. He is moved by the Spirit before he undertakes any exploits. We see the principle of that even in the Lord; there were spiritual movements in Him before He came out in public service. The private precedes the public. We are apt to put what is public forward, but we see Samson in private moved by the Spirit of God; there are exercises that no one knows anything about. The child grew  that would suggest that he is growing up under the blessing of Jehovah and the Spirit moving him. I think the home circle is where spiritual movements will first be found. The prominent feature in Samson is strength; he is marked by power. What comes out in him is of the greatest importance to us in the last days. 

    In 2 Timothy stress is laid on power, and we learn there the character of the Philistines, those who are opposed to the testimony of the Lord, not so much outside as inside. Divine power is needed to overcome them, so there is repeated reference to power. God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and then, suffer evil along with the glad tidings according to the power of God  and in the last chapter, the Lord stood with me and gave me power. 

    We see the Philistine elements in 2 Timothy  persons who have come in amongst the people of God without any spiritual history. There is nothing vital about them; they have never learned how to solve the riddle. We have to learn to solve the riddle, and no Philistine can solve it. He may borrow it from others, but that is a Philistine dealing in borrowed or stolen goods. 

    Divine power works, first in the rending of the lion, and then in the swarm of bees who lived in the carcase of a lion  that is, life in death. That is the riddle we have to face. We have to learn that the lion has been rent by divine power. In this instance Samson is a figure of the Lord. The Lord has annulled death and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings, 2 Timothy 1:10. That answers to the rending of the lion. Paul looks at Nero as representing all the power of the devil against the testimony. He would have swallowed up the testimony if possible, but there was divine power there so that the lion could not devour more  Paul was delivered out of the lions mouth. The starting point of everything lies there, that Satans power has been overthrown in death, anti life comes out of that. No Philistine could understand that. It puts the saints in an extraordinary position to have derived everything through death; that makes nothing of me or of anything I could attach to myself. It is very reducing to learn that all strength and sweetness has come through death. We cannot bring the Philistine into death; if we do there is an end of him. There is a mutual working of the energy of life in the carcase of the lion; the bees are there and are making honey. If you and I have nothing but what we have derived through the death of Christ, we shall work harmoniously together in making honey. It requires the co-operative activities of love, and no Philistine can take part in it. The apostle speaks in 2 Timothy of certain turning away from him, and in turning away from Paul they had left the testimony. Phygellus and Hermogenes were not marked by life, but Onesiphorus was. The activities of life are needed in 2 Timothy days, and that is where divine power comes in; in that way we should have honey for the Lord when He comes into the midst. He delights to partake of the fruit of the mutual activities of love amongst His people. On the ground of the death of Christ such conditions can be brought about; we can have food and sweetness as the result of the mutual activities of love, and the first acting of divine power is to bring that about. The angel might well say his name was Wonderful. 

    Chapter 13 shows that all power in the last days will depend on Nazariteship  on separation to God. In Samson we see the power of God illustrated and we also see the enticing and withering influence of the world which is brought to bear on saints to rob them of their Nazariteship. We do not lose things all at once, but in the end Samson lost his Nazariteship. It is a shame for a man to wear long hair  if we leave the place of shame we have lost our Nazariteship. We begin with the principle that all strength and sweetness and all the activities of life flow out of death. Paul says, If we have died with him, we shall also live with him  he makes it the basis of everything. This works all through in a practical sense; we only touch life as death works on our wills and natural likings. 

    Samson turned aside to see the carcase of the lion. He was looking out for the fruit of triumph; he expected full fruit from his exploit. The Lord is looking on to see what is the fruit in us of His going into death; He did not intend it to be fruitless. The Lord came back in resurrection to eat the honeycomb; He came to see the fruit of His death, and He found the disciples together in love. Think of the risen Lord eating a piece of a honeycomb! Where there are the mutual activities of life, there support and strength are yielded, and there is sweetness. The honeycomb is the result of the mutual activity of love amongst the saints. 

    Samson is characterised by betraying secrets. There is no secret so precious as to cherish in ones heart that one has nothing but what comes out of Christs death. Divine secrets are not published to everyone; they are only known by those divinely taught. Mystery is a characteristic word of Christianity. Think of people moving about this world with the secret that they derive nothing save through the death of Christ! A Philistine could never understand that. The test is that we are in the midst of people who admit the facts and assent to the doctrine of Christianity; some even are more intelligent than ourselves. Now have we a riddle that they cannot solve? A test is suggested in this chapter as to what is genuine. There is a divine proposal that if you can solve the riddle you will have a change of raiment. If we really solve the riddle spiritually we shall not only have a private source of sweetness and strength, and enjoy the mutualities of life with the brethren, 

    but we shall appear in a new style publicly. It suggests that we come out publicly in the features of 2 Timothy. Solving the riddle is the result of inward exercise, of learning in our souls that there is not a single thing that we attach the smallest value to that has not come to us through the death of Christ. That results in the mutual working of the company in love which produces food and sweetness. If we have solved the riddle we get a change of raiment; our external behaviour, character and associations are new. The spiritual instruction of this chapter is of vital importance if we want to take up things with divine strength in this day. 

    There was that in Samsons private history that was not in keeping with the outward, for the Spirit of Jehovah had moved him in secret. We must have a new kind of life both inwardly and outwardly brought in through the death of the Lord. Any kind of religious life I could have as a child of Adam goes for nothing. 

    We see the second example of Samsons power in verse 19, where he smites thirty men and takes their spoil. 

    The third example of power is in the next chapter, when his brethren would deliver him up and the ropes become as flax and he takes the jaw-bone of an ass and slays a thousand men. We see how little his brethren were in the secret that the power of God was with him. They were prepared to accept the rule of the Philistines, but if the power of Jehovah was with Samson it could not be of faith to accept the Philistine rule. This only served to bring out the greatness of the power there was in Samson. Divine power comes out in the use of instruments that men would not select for that purpose. Men would never select the jaw-bone of an ass as a weapon to meet a thousand men. The power of God, has manifested itself in selecting what is of no account. In 1 Corinthians we see that God chooses weak, base, foolish, despised things, and things that are not. We have to accept that as the way that divine power works. Paul had to be crippled as to his natural powers to make him serviceable. 

    The Spirit of God has sorted out the history of Samson for us by calling attention to the Spirit of Jehovah coming upon him. The Spirit has thus marked out certain features as being spiritual in character, and we have to separate them from the history of failures in Samson himself. 

  

  
    THE LORD'S VICTORY AND HIS SYMPATHY (JR 1)
    

    
    
  
  
    THE LORDS VICTORY AND HIS SYMPATHY (JR 1)

    Judges 14:14; John 11:33-36

    Our sister has fallen asleep through Jesus.  As our brother said in prayer, it is an experience none of us has yet had, but for her it is an experience of bliss, we may be assured of that.  We are in the presence of the article of death, but what makes all the difference to the believer when he faces death is to appreciate that the Lord Jesus has lain in death.  Samsons riddle says, Out of the eater...  the eater is death, the great devastator of mankind.  Think of all the sorrows that have resulted from this mighty eater, the great enemy, because death is spoken of as an enemy in 1 Corinthians 15:26.  This great enemy has devastated mankind from Abel, whom we understand was the first to die, right down to the present day.  But there was one death that was different, the death of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was the only One whose life was not forfeited.  All our lives are forfeited because of the disobedience of the first Adam; the whole race is under the penalty of death; but there was One blessed Man here whose life was not forfeited, the only One who had a right to live; but that blessed, holy, unique Man went into death. 

    Out of the eater, out of the desolator, has come food.  Who could have thought that death would yield?  but the death of the Lord Jesus has yielded a wondrous living throng.  It has brought in life, it has brought in food for the believer.  The Lord said, He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal (John 6:54); He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood dwells in me and I in him,  John 6:56.  The death of the Lord Jesus provides food for the believer, Out of the eater came forth food, and out of the strong, out of the strength of death, came forth sweetness.  Think of the sweetness of knowing our sisters present experience, sweetly fallen asleep through Jesus, the Lord Jesus being instrumental in putting our sister to sleep.  How sweet to think of that! 

    Out of the eater came forth food, and out of the strong  death  came forth sweetness.  Life, true life, life according to God, has come out of the death of the Lord Jesus.  It is wonderful to think of our Lord Jesus Christ as a mighty Conqueror over death.  He invaded that empire.  He came out of it victorious.  He stepped out of that tomb in life out of death, and believers share that same life with Him.  Quickened together with him (Colossians 2:13) means that we are made to live in His life, and it all results from the death of the Lord Jesus and His coming out in resurrection.  We were reading last night of the Lord saying, I am the resurrection and the life, John 11:25.  Life was inherent in our Lord Jesus Christ; resurrection was inherent in Him.  Death could not hold Him.  The miracle was that He died; it was no miracle that He arose, knowing who He is, because resurrection was inherent in Him.  What a mighty Conqueror!  What a Saviour to know and to trust and to love! 

    But we see in John 11 that while the Lord Jesus is the mighty Conqueror over death, He is by no means aloof from the feelings of sorrow through which we pass.  He knows what sorrows are.  We read this touching verse, Jesus therefore, when he saw her weeping  that is, Mary  and the Jews who came with her weeping, was deeply moved in spirit.  How many here are deeply moved in spirit, especially those who sorrow most; our beloved brother the husband of our sister, and her mother, are deeply moved in spirit.  Others too are deeply moved in spirit.  Let us remember that the Lord Jesus Himself was deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled.  Think of the trouble there has been, the awful desolation, death ending forever what is natural.  The natural is sweet and is of God, but death ends it forever, but the Lord Jesus has feelings, such feelings for each person who is in sorrow at this time.  He is now living, exalted, a glorious Man, but He is the same Jesus as He was here, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come, Hebrews 13:8.  He would have us know His sympathies, His compassions, His feelings for us.  He has actually taken our sister, but He is not aloof from the feelings that result in persons who have such a deep sense of loss. 

    May we all appreciate, may we all know better, our Lord Jesus Christ, and how He can draw near.  What a heart He has!  Our great High Priest is able to sympathise.  There is nothing of sorrow that we go through that the Lord Jesus Himself has not gone through.  He is not in sorrow now, therefore He is able to devote all His attention and provide all the sympathy that is needed for those that are going through these experiences. 

    So it says, Jesus wept.  Think of that; He shed tears.  There has been a blessed, holy Man here who has shed tears, in perfection feeling the sorrows that result from death, that eater, that devourer of mankind.  The Lord Jesus wept, and He would give us a sense of how near He can be to us, how deep His feelings are.  May we all know something about it!  As our brother has said, we are all among the mourners today, but there are those who feel, and will feel, the sorrow most.  There is sorrow today, and if the Lord does not come for us soon there are days ahead  maybe months ahead  when the effects of this desolator will be felt, but the Lords presence is to be known.  There is a throne of grace available.  Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help, Hebrews 4:16.  Whatever season it is, there is grace, the personal grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, available to each one of us.  May we know more of it, for His Names sake. 

    Edinburgh 24th February 1984 At a burial meeting 
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    THE DEVELOPMENT OF LIFE COLLECTIVELY (JT 22)

    Judges 14:5 - 9; Colossians 2:6 - 9

    JTI thought the Lord would be pleased to help us to see in these passages something of how life is developed, and how it appears collectively. It occurred to me that the passage in Judges affords the initial idea of collective life; that is, it is life out of death-not simply the light of life, but active life. Perhaps creation affords no better illustration of life in activity- than that of bees in the hive. The Spirit of God seems to employ these creatures to illustrate the energy of life in a company. We may see life illustrated otherwise, as it appears in an individual, but I think this type is life out of death seen properly in a company. It says, as he returned to take her (his wife) he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion, and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion, and he took thereof in his hands and went .... We see there, I think, a type of the Lord appropriating the result of His death as it appeared in life. It is not the abstract idea of life, but the concrete idea. Thus it is a type of those who have come out of His death, being active in producing that which is acceptable to Him. 

    EBMcCI think that is very helpful. It would set forth the activities of the assemblies in life. 

    JTThe great point in reference to life is that it is out of death according to what it is for God, and we have in Hosea 6 an example. Verse 2 says, After two days will he revive us; in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. Hosea 6:2. The Lord, I believe, in showing Himself alive to His disciples after He rose, intended to set out before their eyes what life is as before God. He showed himself to them alive; not risen. Of course He was risen, but the point was alive. Everyone who rested his eyes on the Lord during those forty days, especially when He intended to convey the idea of life as manifestation, would remember ever afterwards what the divine idea was, and would seek to be conformed to it. Colossians is intended to bring about in us conformity to Christ as alive; indeed, it is said, as we read in chapter 2, He had quickened together with him. I understand the word together has reference to the saints. So that, as quickened together with Him, the thought is we are to live with Him, as He is. Then again, in the prophet Isaiah, in the case of Hezekiah, we have a further thought of the living  in life; his soul is delivered. Hezekiah was cut off figuratively in the meridian of his life, but he is made to live. He is brought up from the gates of the grave, and he says, The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day, Isaiah 38:19. So that we are to live in Gods sight according to Christ, and then praise as in life. 

    EBMcCHezekiah would set forth one who would arise from the dead, and as risen he says, The living, he shall praise thee. 

    JTYes, and it is in the house of the Lord; and so the Psalms end, as we have often remarked, with everything that has breath praising the Lord. The great thing is to see that it is all living  everything that has breath. I think that our meetings for worship sometimes run short of breath. We do not run short of words, because they have been coined for us; others have used them; they are thus ready made. But it is not words only, it is breath expressed in words; and if we run short of breath, so to speak, it is wise to stop. We have to admit it. We are not equal to very much that is for God. We are equal for more that is from God. 

    EBMcCBreath means spiritual life. 

    JTYes, that is the idea of breath. 

    RJWDo you connect that with John 20 in any way? 

    JTWell, the Lord breathed into them. That would be that they were to have His Spirit. Whilst we are down here we need the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

    WJPDo you connect John 6 with support? 

    JTYes, the bread of God is the support of life. 

    JCSDo you think the Lord Jesus in Acts 1 presented Himself living so that they might have some idea of life according to God? 

    JTWell, I thought that. You see, all that happened during the forty days was a pattern of what should come about later by the Spirit. Hence, among other things, He presents Himself alive, or living. They would see a living Man, and that would ever afterwards impress every one of them, and each one would say, That is what Christ was when I saw Him. And Peter, in presenting Dorcas, presented her alive, or living. There would be a woman set down in the midst of the saints. They would have before them constantly a living woman. Lazarus was one of those that sat at table with the Lord  a great testimony to life there. 

    QuesWould Colossians answer to the forty days of our Lord? 

    JTThat is what I thought. It is the working out of that in the Christian circle, or the assembly; we are to be brought into accord with Him. As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. He is the test for all. 

    JCSSo that, to follow the figure, Colossians would show that the bees had been active? 

    JTI thought we might work it out that way. There were bees and honey, showing typically, that the activity of life had yielded something the Lord would take up. He asks, Have ye anything here to eat? Luke 24:41. They gave Him part of a broiled fish and of an honeycomb, and He took it and ate before them. 

    MPMIn that way He drinks of the brook by the way, and gets refreshment from His saints. 

    JTQuite so. 

    QuesWhat is the thought, He ate honey and went on? 

    JTIt indicates, I think, what the Lord receives now from those who are alive from the dead, for the assembly is the product of His death. He looks for the sweetness of mutual relations among the brethren. It is delightful. The Lords supper, for instance, rightly apprehended, is that we sit down together and feed on what is presented to us through the love of Christ seen in Him as dead; because it is a dead Christ that is before us immediately, not a living Christ. It is not that we remember Him as dead; we remember Him as alive  as absent; but the memorial is, in the simplest sense, that He has been into death  the blood separate from the body; that the Lord Jesus actually died, and that He died in love. Nothing can exceed the sweetness of that, as rightly apprehended. The saints sit down together and have communion in it, and love springs out of it. He gets His portion out of all that. 

    JCSSo that the love which is carried to us in the suggestion of a dead Christ is to be formative and productive. We have thus something in life answering spiritually to what was seen in Him during those forty days. 

    JTThat, I think, is exactly what we come to. It is a question for us all, how much we are in that life as in the assembly; and we should not go beyond our measure in our activity there. 

    QuesWould you say this evidence of life is to be seen here on earth? 

    JTThat is really the Christian circle  the green spot, anticipating the time when life shall be apparent everywhere. The Christian circle is the green spot now, and Colossians is to remove all that hinders; the thorns and weeds that grow naturally have to be kept out. That is what Colossians is mainly for, so that there should be full development of life in the assembly. There is thus the full result of holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God, Colossians 2:19. The Lord gets His portion, and He gives it to the Father. There is an indication here (Judges 14) that the Father gets His part. 

    WJPWould that occur on Lords day morning: he ate and went on, and gave to his father and mother? 

    JTWell, one would not strain the scripture or be fanciful, but there seems to be an indication there of what the Lord does. Samson turned aside to see the carcase of the lion, and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat, Judges 14:8,9. 

    GRGWould that be an example of the Lord accepting the honeycomb from His disciples and appropriating to Himself the fruit of His own death? 

    JTWell, that is what I was thinking. In Luke 24 He comes to them and says, Have ye here any meat? The bees had been working. The two had returned from Emmaus having had their share of the honey, because the Lord appeared to them in the breaking of bread, and they related that; but the others also had been working, because the Lord had appeared unto Simon, and they were all there together in the light of these things; thus the honeycomb was being formed. Hence when the Lord comes, He says, Have ye anything here to eat? That put them to the test. He knew what was there, but He would bring it out. 

    WJPHow do you view the lion in death? 

    JTIt is death, but now productive of life as Christ has been into it. It says, it roared against him (verse 5); but now the bees and honey are in the carcase. 

    EBMcCIt sets forth the death of Christ, and the assembly coming out of His death. 

    JTYes, it is a striking figure of that. The bees are in the carcase, and the honey was there; so that it is life out of death, or through death. 

    WJPI suppose Samsons riddle would explain that. 

    JTYes, quite. 

    JCSIf the Lord were to come and ask us whether we had anything to eat, it might be testing. Have we any honey, and are we in life? 

    JTIt is not necessary that everyone should speak. It is a question of the power of life, as I remarked; because it may be that we need to hear something from Him that would be of more value than what we are endeavouring to say to Him. He would have something to say to us. 

    RMcMWould we be conscious of what our measure is, and know when we are out of breath? 

    JTI think if we were with God we should know just when we had reached the limit of our worship. Of course the Lord helps us as we draw near to God, but there is much repetition of words, which should be avoided; and then a brother need not speak just because he is present. 

    QuesIs the honey found in the assembly? 

    JTI think it is the product of mutual relations. 

    QuesThe result of the affections of the saints, would you say? 

    JTJust so, as set together in the assembly. 

    JCSSo that we should know when we are in assembly whether we are out of breath, so to speak; whether we are going beyond the power of life. 

    JTThe Lord might have something to say. One idea in the assembly is that He speaks. He loves to hear our voices, but He speaks. The setting of 1 Corinthians is: in chapter 11 you have the Lords supper; then in chapter 12 His operations; in chapter 13 it is love in the saints, which is the way of surpassing excellence; and in chapter 14 ministry. 

    JCSSo that when breath no longer remains, to keep up the figure, the Lord may address a word to us at that moment. It would be for us to listen then. 

    JTI think one feature of the assembly is for the very purpose that there might be divine speaking, which results in replenishment. There is always increase from the Head; increase, not through what we say, but rather in what He says. Holding fast the head, from whom all the body, Colossians 2:19 etc. The increase is in what comes from the Lord. 

    QuesAre you limiting your remarks to when we are actually in assembly? 

    JTI am speaking for the moment of that, because as there you would look for the movement of life in what we are before God. The honeycomb represents more than one bee; it is the outcome of mutual relations, so there is something for the Lord. 

    JCSI suppose there is no moment when the affections of the saints are so susceptible, or when they can be so readily impressed with what is spiritual. It seems really a unique moment for the Lord to address us at that time; He would say something to us. 

    RemThe land beyond Jordan flowed with milk and honey. 

    JTYes, just so; there is plenty there. 

    MPMBut we are not able to sustain our part very long; we have limitations. 

    JTGenerally we cannot afford very much, and the Lord knows that we are very limited. It is wisdom to recognise our limitations. 

    MPMThe danger is of becoming artificial. 

    EBMcCIs there not a certain light governing us at that moment? 

    JTThere is a certain light which governs us as we come together to break bread. Then there is the thought of what we are for God, and for that you need particularly to have power. Many break bread, and so far own they are helped and nourished, but do not go over Jordan; they are not disfellowshipped by that. They are in the assembly, but they lack the power to go over Jordan. It is as we recognise the Lord as Head that He would lead us to the Father. But then that is not all. 1 Corinthians shows there is more than that. As a matter of fact there is all that follows during the week as the extension of the saints having come together in assembly. This is one thing; but there is another, and according to 1 Corinthians 14 the assembly involves ministry, and prophecy edifies the assembly. 

    MPMAnd would the light that governs us in coming together thus govern the Lords ministry to us at that time? 

    JTI think so. A message from the Lord is opportune, and if we consult the saints we would find they enjoy it. We have to admit it, most of us need constantly to be ministered to. 

    HLDWould there be a special character about that ministry? 

    JTNo doubt there would. What we have just then been engaged with would lend a peculiar character to it. It would be a word from the Head. 

    SFWould you say that such a word would fit in well and come about when breath is exhausted? 

    JTWell, that is what I thought. The Lord might speak to us then. 

    QuesJoseph said to his brethren, come near to me. Genesis 45:4 Would that involve the idea? 

    JTI think that leads on to the assembly  to what we are before God. Then there were communications after that which Joseph made. That would fit in with what we were saying. 

    JCSSo you think a word at that moment would descend gracefully on the spirits of the saints. 

    JTIt is the refreshment of the dew coming down mediatorially, I apprehend, because Hermon refers to Christ as the Mediator. I would like to leave with the sense that something came into my soul from the Lord; also that something had gone from me to Him. 

    QuesWould you say that ministry from the Lord in the assembly would be productive of further breathing? 

    JTNo doubt. 

    EBMcCIt is the five words in the Spirit  a word from the Lord. 

    JTBrevity is the thing, but each of the five words has its own weight and power. 

    QuesIt would be like a word fitly spoken? Proverbs 25:11. 

    JTWell, just so; it is just a word, but it is fitly spoken, and becomes an ornament. 

    QuesWould you mind saying a word about in assembly? 

    JTWe come together in assembly to break bread; that is how we come together; and it is the beginning of the week. It would seem that 1 Corinthians 11, 1 Corinthians 12, 1 Corinthians 13 and 1 Corinthians 14 cover the whole week, because all the ministry that comes in is of a piece, but it begins with the breaking of bread. 

    QuesWould you expect to find the savour of it at the prayer meeting? 

    JTYes. The assemblys life is one of weeks, in a sense. We learn individually by the day; so you have the time between the resurrection of Christ and the coming of the Spirit  fifty days, or weeks (see Leviticus 23); sometimes it is weeks, sometimes days. I think the weeks refer to assembly history, and the days to individual history. 

    QuesThe assembly would answer to the swarm of bees? 

    JTI thought that. Judges 14 would give you the initial idea, not that one would be fanciful; but there is denoted in a Swarm of bees all the energy of life. They are all active, and there is the result. They are not working aimlessly. I think the bee represents life in its instincts. There are no creatures more marked by intelligent instincts than bees. 

    EBMcCThe instincts of life were with Deborah  the name meaning a bee. 

    WJPThe bee always works toward the hive. It is not the individual idea. 

    JTIt is collective. The bee works collectively. 

    QuesWould you say that the honey given by, Samson to his father and mother would bring in the thought of the family? 

    JTNo doubt. There is an indication there of what the Lord does. 

    JCSThe great thing to look for is the activity of life in the assembly. Colossians has been introduced as showing that certain things have to be guarded, or they will neutralise that. 

    JTThen another thing in regard to Samson. While there is much about his history that is very humiliating and extremely incongruous to us, to say the least, still, the life-line runs through his history, and this is developed in chapter 15. He finds a fresh jawbone of an ass, meaning that this life which has just begun must be sustained by being kept near death; death is ever there; and the Lords supper, I think, maintains the death of the Lord in its freshness continually, so that we do not get far removed from it. If we do the life is not sustained, because this life is out of death. It is a great principle of the life we have. He takes (as the better version reads) a fresh jawbone. Judges 15:15. Death had just happened. The Lords supper should ever be as if it had happened just now; it should come to us as if we were present when it occurred. Thus the Lords supper, rightly apprehended, maintains us in freshness  it is a fresh jawbone; so we are kept near the death of the Lord always. Then, later, he takes the gates, bar and all  showing the energy of life in power  and takes them up to the top of the hill before Hebron, which, I think, directs us to Colossians, which is our Hebron. It is before the world was. It is the purpose of God for us, outside the world. That is what you get in Samson, and I think it helps greatly as to the maintenance of life amongst us, because if I am to reach Colossians it is not enough that I have the Spirit of God; I must be formed. The Spirit is only mentioned once, and that is to say that they loved in the Spirit; that was the kind of love they had at Colosse. It was not a preferential love  not of special friendships, but love like Gods love. Love in the Spirit is general  you love all the saints. 

    MPMThe word together would come in there. 

    RemIt is the privilege of all to contribute to the honey supply. 

    JTIt is; every saint should have something. The Lord went after two on the way to Emmaus. I understand Emmaus means what is insignificant. The Lord, in going out after them and bringing them back, shows that He is concerned about the most insignificant believer. He appeared to these two; then they contributed. The most insignificant, as we speak, is intended to contribute. 

    MPMIt would be difficult to get a better illustration of the thought of mutuality than what is seen in a hive of bees. They are all working together for the commonwealth. 

    QuesIs there anything in the thought that it was a swarm  not a hive? They had swarmed. 

    JTThat word swarm has been used a good deal lately. Where meetings are too large it is a wise thing to swarm, so that you may all yield something for the Lord. 

    EBMcCYou were saying that bees have instinct. 

    JTI think they represent the intelligent instincts of life. We are brought into correspondence with Him in whom dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. In Colossians 1 all the fulness dwelt in Him personally; but in the second chapter it dwells in Him bodily, so as to be within our reach, and we are filled full in Him. That I take to be objective truth; that is, we are circumcised in his circumcision, in the putting off of the body of the flesh Colossians 2:11  the power of it; then we are baptised and risen with Him: buried with him in baptism Colossians 2:12; buried and risen with Him through the faith of the working of God, who raised Him from among the dead. So that positionally we are set up in relation to Christ as risen, as He was during the forty days. Then we are quickened  quickened together with Him. By the Spirit we are made to actually live with Christ, and this is the ground of the Christian circle. We are brought into correspondence with Christ, and made to live with Him in our affections. 

    JCSThat is the answer to Christ presented living  I mean the answer to it in the saints. 

    JTExactly. We are living now-we are living with Him. 

    RJWIt says in the Acts, he presented himself living after he had suffered Acts 1:3; He assembled with them. 

    JTThat is very good. The living One  He assembled with them. In Colossians 2 He has blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that stood against us; He has taken them out of the way; and then He spoils principalities and powers, making a show of them openly. Everything is removed, so that we need not be hindered by legal requirements  things belonging to a past dispensation but which have been set aside in His cross. 

    JCSNone of these things have any place in that sphere where there is life out of death. 

    JTHe has taken the handwriting out of the way. Now there is room for the development of life; so the next thing is, we are to hold the Head. The whole body, as it says, is nourished from Him: From whom all the body, by joints and bands, having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. Colossians 2:19. There is development of life from Christ. 

    HLDDo you think the saints touch life in part here and there, but do not continue in it? The great objective seems to be life. 

    JTI think we are very spasmodic. We touch it occasionally, but it is the continuance of the thing we should be concerned about. The object of the chapter is to develop life. 

    JCSThe continuance of it depends on how near we keep to the death of Christ. 

    QuesWhat is the increase of God? 

    JTIt is increase according to Him. If you look at the creation you see what wonderful bounty God has  how rich the supply is. No matter what part of the creation you look at, there is abundance. Take the heavens, see the immensity of things; or on the earth the same thing appears-the abundance of everything as God gives it. So, if you look at the Christian company, the increase is of that kind  it is great; it is according to God. 

    RemIf you take the figure of the bees in the activity of life you get increase. 

    JTThe thing is to increase in love according to the pattern of Christ  the increase of God. 

    JCSHow do we hold the Head? 

    JTIn our minds and affections. You apprehend Christ as He is. In Colossians He is Head personally; in Romans morally. In Romans He comes into my soul on moral grounds, because He is my Saviour; He has done everything for me, and eclipses all else. He supersedes everybody on moral lines. But in Colossians He is Head on personal lines, being what He is, He is the beginning of the creation of God. He is the Head of the body, the assembly. He must have pre-eminence in all things, because of what He is personally. Then in the epistle to the Ephesians He is made Head. God has made Him Head of the body now. We have to apprehend Him in these three lights in order to rightly hold the Head. 

    RJWIn Romans there is the power to solve all questions of good and evil, and in Ephesians He is able to bring to pass all the purposes of God. 

    JTIn Colossians you hold Him as He is presented there; then nourishment comes in from Him, and God gives the increase. There is the working of the joints and bands, and God gives the increase. 

    WJPWould holding the Head safeguard us from turning to any other source? 

    JTI often picture Mary Magdalene in John 20. Suppose you went to her with the latest book on philosophy and said, Mary, here is something that will help you. What would she think? The Lord was there, and He was everything to her. She needed nothing outside of Him. She would say, I dont need it. That is the point in Colossians; you do not need anything outside of Christ. 

    LDBThere is a book that sometimes troubles us a little  the hymn book. 

    JTSometimes, I think, our brethren come to the assembly with the hymn book and leave the Bible at home, which, to my mind, is an indication of a want of understanding of the assembly. They do not expect God to speak to them. The principle of the Bible is that God speaks to us; the principle of the hymn book is that we speak or sing to God. 

    QuesDo you think we arrive at the thought of His Headship in Colossians as we apprehend Him as the Son of His love? 

    JTThat is it. We are translated by the Father out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of His love. So He should be before us. 

    WJPYou would encourage us to bring both Bible and hymn book? 

    JTCertainly. The word of God and freely addressing him is the principle of Christianity. 

    MPMWhat you say brings in necessary adjustment for many of us. 

    EBMcCYou were speaking elsewhere of the highest note. How would that come in with a word from the Lord on Lords day morning? 

    JTIt is like the angel going up in the flame in Judges; but that would not hinder Him speaking. 

    JCSIt is the climax on the upward line, the other is the downward line. 

    JTExactly. 

    EBMcCWould you think giving out notices at the end a right thing? 

    JTThat means that you are closing the meeting, and is not right. If anyone undertakes to do anything that he means to indicate is the closing of the meeting, then I think he is a little out of line, because the assembly is left open; it is a weekly thing. It is the Lords matter, not mine; it is His assembly  it is left open. I think all that follows in the week is a continuation of the assembly. 

    SFThat is, our time expires, and it is necessary for us to go home, but as to the meeting, I like the idea that, it is left open. 

    GRGHe ... went on eating. Does that indicate that the supply of honey was continuously available? 

    JTJust so. 

    QuesWould you say our meeting this afternoon is an outcome of this mornings meeting? 

    JTYes, certainly. 

    QuesShould we always be moving on that line, in connection with what you were saying about the meeting being left open? 

    JTYes. It is available for the Lord when we come together; there is something for Him. Numbers 28 prescribes the number and order of Jehovahs offerings, and we are to be there to offer them. 

    GHCI think the end of Luke confirms what you have been saying. After the Lord partook of the fish and honeycomb He spoke to them and opened their understanding, so that they might understand the Scriptures, and then He led them out to Bethany. 
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    Judges 14:1 - 20

    JTIt is to be noted that the Spirit of God is prominent in Samson. It says at the end of the previous chapter, The Spirit of Jehovah began to move him. Judges 13:25. Certain features mark each judge; the first one is Othniel, a man of resources; the Holy Spirit seems to be prominent in connection with Samson. The circumstances of his birth help to indicate the mind of God in him. It says in chapter 13 that the Angel of Jehovah ascended in the flame of the altar. Judges 13:20 We are thus in the presence of circumstances that indicate spiritual things. Notwithstanding the extraordinary incongruities in the life of Samson, what underlies are spiritual features that show themselves at times. I think his history indicates the history of the assembly, marked by extraordinary incongruities, and yet God is there, and the power of God evidenced. We could not think for a moment of any individual believer being guilty of his conduct, and yet proving the power of God with him; so that his history is, I believe, a type of the assembly and Gods wonderful forbearance; and we see how, at the end, the most humiliating captivity is offset by the overthrow of the Philistine world. The world comes down at the end by the same power that is seen throughout in connection with these extraordinary circumstances. The growth of his hair, I think, marks an epoch spiritually in the history of the assembly. Judges 16:22 says, But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved  there is the evidence of latent power in him at the end, which would coincide, I think, with our own time Has Johns ministry been given particularly of the Lord to bring to light that latent power? 

    JTSo it would appear. The element of life is brought in, so that the hair, after the shaving, began to grow. Shaving would be humiliation. The secret of his strength had been divulged, but the hair of his head began to grow, it says, after he was shaved Judges 16:22; it is the evidence of life after the humiliation. 

    PLThe fetters of bronze could not bind life, could they? 

    JTNo. He was bound with fetters of bronze and made to grind in the prison house  a most humiliating captivity. But there was life, and it agrees with what he began with: Out of the eater came forth meat. But the secret of it is in the Spirit. At the end of chapter 13 it says the Spirit of God moved him at Mahaneh-Dan, that is, in his own locality. 

    Each judge has some peculiar characteristic which indicates the times in which he had to exercise his power and influence. As I was remarking about Othniel, what dominated Israel in his time was the king of Mesopotamia  the land of the two rivers; that is, it was a question of human resources used to dominate the people of God. The two rivers, I suppose, would point to great resourcefulness, and Othniel judged Israel and went to war, it says; he was a man of spiritual resourcefulness. He belonged to the family of Caleb and his wife was of the same family and possessed springs of water. The idea of a spring is refreshment and resources; there are no limits to a divine spring. So that he had greater resources than the king of Mesopotamia. I only mention that to indicate what is to be gathered up from the book of Judges, that each judge is marked by the features that mark the dominating power that exists in his day, but in a spiritual way. So in Ehuds day, they were dominated by the Moabites, who were men of pride. The king of Eglon was a very fat man, so what met that was the word of God, the two-edged sword  the dagger with two edges. Then there was Shamgar, a man of experience and his weapon was an ox goad. Experience was needed to deal with the dominating power in his day, and his experience with God involved discipline, and he was effective in that connection. He smote six hundred men of the Philistines. Then Deborah comes after him; a woman who evidently acquired great power over herself; she dwelt, we read, under the palm tree of Deborah. Then Gideon, who represents the greatest spiritual energy among the judges, was occupied with conserving the wheat from the Midianites. These were the features that marked these men, and God took them up and used them. Whatever were the features that were needed, God takes them up in the person and uses them. 

    Then there is a history of great weakness after Gideon, till we arrive at Jephthah and Samson  a history of rivalry. You have the parable of the trees by Gideons son. Then in Samson we have reference to the Spirit of Jehovah, which is the secret of all that we get in Samson. His was a most sorrowful life, in one sense, because it was the very opposite of nazariteship, and yet the nazariteship was there all along. You can only understand it by taking account of the history of the assembly. 

    QuesHow do you regard Samsons responsible history in the light of his being a nazarite from birth? 

    JTIt relates to the assembly. It is only in the light of the history of the assembly that it can be understood, as far as I can see. The features of nazariteship are indicated in the instructions to his father and mother. The wine would denote natural joys, which are denied to a nazarite; the long hair would denote that he was to be disregarding of human and worldly propriety. A nazarite is not to indulge in natural joys, nor is he to consider ordinary human propriety. He is to be oblivious to all these things: he is not to be conformed to this world in his habits and dress. He is called really to another world, and he is to be governed by that, so that his dress and deportment here are a testimony against what exists in this world. Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, Romans 12:2. 

    QuesWould the nazarites position in that way answer to the position of the assembly or the position of the individual believer? 

    JTWhat the assembly is necessarily works out from its members. The idea of the nazarite has to be taken up by each one individually. What comes out in Romans is that, in answering to our baptism, we walk in newness of life. It does not say what that newness is, but the life is to be new; in other words, it is to be different from what we had been going on with. Then the next thing in Romans in that connection is that we should serve in newness of spirit. Our ordinary life is new, and our relationship with God is to be in newness of spirit. In christendom things are carried on in the old way. There is really no difference in principle between current religion today and what existed in the Old Testament; so we are to serve, it says, in newness of spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. Romans 7:6 And then, in chapter 12 we are not to be conformed to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of your mind; Romans 12:2 that is, our minds are to be occupied, not with current things, the books and other things that occupy worldly people, but with things that are new  new mental desires and tastes; and thus the nazarite is available from the outset of the believers history; there is that principle. So that he is not concerned as to how people take account of him because of his allegiance to Christ; he is different. 

    The element of nazariteship marked the assembly from the beginning; so these four chapters devoted to Samson cover the whole history. There can be no doubt that the mind of God is seen in the manner of the Angel in connection with his birth. It says, My name, seeing it is wonderful. Judges 13:18. 

    QuesWhat would help us to the return of nazariteship in these days? 

    JTWell, we have to begin with Romans; there can be no doubt that Romans is greatly needed. If believers in the human organisations around are enlightened by 2 Timothy, they have to begin over again  that is the principle. There are thousands of people who have been going on with christianity nominally, but when the light of 2 Timothy comes to them and they see the necessity for separation, there has to be a new beginning; they have to begin over again, and Romans is the fundamental part of Scripture. There is not any difference between the religion of today in principle and the religion of Cain; it is the old thing. It has taken on new features, but the underlying principle is the same, and we have to begin with something new. In the case of Samsons parents, the woman is more honoured than the man. Both visits are to the woman, meaning that there was one there with whom God could link Himself. Her husband was behind her spiritually. 

    QuesWhat would the rule of the Philistines represent? 

    JTThey were a race of big people and on the same territory as Israel; outwardly they were in the same position. Their domination would be that, that they were men of distinction by their size. They knew the ways of Israel. They came in first with Shamgar Judges 3:31. After him was Shamgar, the son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six hundred men with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel. 

    It was a matter, in his case, of experience; he got them down that way, but here in Samson it is nazariteship. Shamgar delivered Israel, it says; that is, there was a final issue, a definite issue to his ministry. But with Samson it was not so, he brought down the Philistine world in his death. So, in our day, the world is coming down. The overthrow of the world would synchronise, I think, with the translation of the assembly. But what strikes one is the humiliation of it. There is no glory in Samson, nevertheless the fact is there. 

    QuesDo you connect the growth of the hair with what we get in the Lords address to Philadelphia  a little strength? 

    JTThat is just what I thought, and that is to remind the world, if they only knew it, of the end. But the hair of his head began to grow Judges 16:22  that is the end of things. 

    RemSo that the growing of Samsons hair would be a sign in a way; we take our bearings from what is from within, rather than from what is abroad in the world. 

    JTThat is the thing; if you see the hair growing  and it is the hair of his head, mark you, which I suppose would be an allusion to divine intelligence  it is life in that connection. Seeing these things, you discern more than you would know by taking account of governmental things. International occurrences are not such a guide as we might think, because things happen and re-happen. 

    RemSamson was publicly in humiliating circumstances as the assembly is also publicly, but we are reminded of the fact that the hair is growing. 

    JTThat is it. It is by getting hold of things in a spiritual way that we get the mind of God on them. If we bear in mind the circumstances of his birth and of his death, we see just how matters stand. 

    The circumstances of his birth were most auspicious; the angel did wondrously. His name was Wonderful, reminding us of Gods wonderful ways. The more we follow the history, the more we see how wonderful Gods ways have been; His patience too. We read that as the flame went up from off the altar towards the heavens, that the Angel of Jehovah ascended in the flame of the altar. Judges 13:20 Although we do not get anything like that at the end of Samsons history, we get it at the beginning  an allusion which can be spiritually understood. I think the ascension, as we may call it, the rapture, shows that the end is in view at the beginning. You see what God will reach; and the Angel acting wondrously, the divine way, coming into this world and going out of it, and all going up in the burnt offering in the sense of what Christ is, show what underlies the whole history. How can we understand the assembly going up to heaven save in the apprehension of that? 

    QuesSamson went astray in his affections; has not that a voice to us? 

    JTThat is what marks the history of the assembly, Thou hast left thy first love. Revelation 2:4. Then there is the teaching of Balaam in Pergamos, and of Jezebel in Thyatira. 

    QuesWhere do the incidents recorded in this chapter  the slaying of the lion and the swarm of bees  come in in connection with what you are saying? 

    JTIt is an allusion, I suppose, to the death of the Lord Jesus, for that is where the history begins, and there are results from it; there was a result in life from the very outset. 

    QuesDo the bees suggest the energy of life working mutually? 

    JTThat is right; We come back to the beginning, I think, where there is evidence of life. I think Philadelphia would embrace what is at the beginning. 

    There is nothing said about her love for Christ, but there is something said about His love for her: I have loved thee, Revelation 3:9 He says, showing that she had kept His word and not denied His name. There were assembly features there which stretched back to the beginning. What marks the beginning is that the outcome of the death of the lion is honey. A swarm of bees, I think, is a type of the people of God in life who are the outcome of the death of Christ  their history is there. 

    QuesWhat is the significance of the honey? 

    JTI think, to follow the type here, it would be the yield of mutual feeling and affection amongst the Lords people. An element of this kind has to be interpreted according to its setting; elsewhere it would mean something different  natural sweetness. But in Luke 24 the Lord ate the honeycomb; and He says, too, in the Song of Songs, I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey, Song of Songs 5:1 so it would be something He could partake of. 

    QuesIs the same thought conveyed in that as in Samsons riddle? 

    JTYes, I thought so. Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness  it was food. There was a mutual state of things amongst them in Luke 24; they were gathered together. Those who came back from Emmaus found the eleven and those that were with them gathered together. Then we find that the bees are at work  Luke alone presents that side; he says that the eleven were gathered together, and those that were with them, saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. Luke 24:34. Then the two related how He had been made known to them in the breaking of bread. There is allusion to the mutual working  they were all contributing. Then the Lord comes in as they thus spake and says, Have ye anything here to eat? Luke 24:41. 

    RemSo you would look for the bees working at the present moment. 

    JTYes, we come back to the beginning. So that the last days of the assemblys history are marked by the features of the first days; that is to say, mutual affections and mutual relations and feelings. There are many who do not accept obligation to contribute in the assembly. Things are left, as far as they are concerned, in the hands of certain ones, which is not mutual feeling at all. 

    JJWould not God secure in the state of nazariteship what He would have in the whole assembly? 

    JTWhat God can do by one man is indicated in a nazarite. But then this passage does not teach nazariteship; we have to go to Numbers for that. It calls attention to a nazarite who did not live the life of one, but here it is the history of the assembly that is in view. There is nazariteship in the individual. I think that is how it came out; certain persons in the history of the assembly answered to it; so, I suppose, an overcomer in each assembly would in some sense answer to the nazarite. Take for instance in Pergamos, Antipas my faithful witness, who was slain among you. Revelation 2:13. He must have answered to the true idea of a nazarite. So, I believe, in every church the overcomer would answer in some sense to the nazarite and that would be the link for God  the link for God would lie there. 

    PLIt justifies God going on, and in that way defers the final judgment. 

    JTThat is right. So that every phase of the recovery would be connected with the beginning. The Holy Spirit remains in the assembly; in whomsoever He may be is another matter, but He is there, and the principle of nazariteship has existed right through, it was there underlying it all. 

    QuesEven in the dark ages? 

    JTQuite. 

    RemSo that the truth of nazariteship was maintained all through by the Spirit. 

    JTThat is what I should understand; whereas the public history is marked by the truth having been divulged. The sorrowful side is that Samson divulged the secret, and that is what has brought in the leaven of the systems around us. Who the actual persons were who did that is not of importance, but the thing was done. 

    QuesWould you say a word as to having divulged the secret? 

    JTWhen the assembly waned and left its first love the secrets were given away. In Pergamos you see new teaching. Ephesus apparently kept the doctrines right, but in Pergamos you get the Nicolaitanes admitted; they would be teachers who would give out the secrets. They would bring christian doctrine down to the level of ordinary human teaching, and hence vitiate the doctrines so that christianity was brought down to the level of current teaching. 

    QuesDoes that reach its head in Jezebel, in popery? 

    JTIt culminates in that. She has got hold of all the secrets; she uses the most precious terms in a most vicious way; that woman Jezebel, Revelation 2:20 the Lord says. 

    RemIt has been said it is Satans masterpiece. 

    JTWell, it is. Then, she took hold of the vineyard of Naboth, the inheritance. What belongs to the true people of God has been boldly taken hold of by her. She has taken over all the precious terms applicable to the assembly; the whole thing, the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit, the revelation of God, are boldly taken over as her property. That is how the matter stands. It requires nazariteship to deal with that. So, I think, you have in Samsons history these two things running together: the unfaithfulness, on the one hand, that divulges the secrets, that gives away the truth, and on the other hand, the nazarite was there; there were some who were true. 

    RemThey regain power. 

    JTQuite so. When the hair begins to grow, that is the end of things for the world. It is for us to see to it that there is the cultivation of what was at the beginning, that is to say, mutual feeling and affection in intelligence, which will in itself bring down all these pretentious things. 

    QuesDo you think we get the support of the Holy Spirit on this line, as nazariteship is known? 

    JTThat is where it is realised. One is struck with the allusions. First, in the end of chapter 13, the Spirit began to move Samson in Mahaneh-Daniel Then in verse 6 of this chapter the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and in the next chapter, verse 14, we read, The Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and the cords that were on his arms became as threads of flax that are burned with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. Judges 15:14 And so at the end he pulls down the building; there is power  the power of God. He bowed himself with might, it says, and the house fell on the lords, and on all the people that were therein. Judges 16:30 We see in that the power there is where the element of nazariteship exists. The particular form of opposition at that time was the Philistine element. 

    QuesWhat would answer to it in our own times? You have connected the Philistines with men of great ability. 

    JTI suppose the past hundred years has developed men of extraordinary ability, and nothing but nazariteship could have met it. The secret of what we are enjoying, I believe, is due to the fact that there were those who took up nazariteship, and the Spirit of God came mightily upon them and the Philistines came down. 

    PLAt the end of 2 Timothy, it is a question of the man of God or magicians; so here would you say it is a question of the man of God or the Philistine? 

    JTYes. So Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, but he overthrew them by the evidence of life, the power of life. It is very beautiful to see the return to nazariteship in the smallest way in the beginning of the growth of hair. It is in separation that life is seen. Christians who remain in the organisations around do not really live; there are not the conditions of life. It is in separation you get these conditions  that the hair begins to grow, and then the power of God is known. 

    PLIt says, Lo, it is a people that shall dwell alone ... . Who can count the dust of Jacob?. Numbers 23:10 Is that the vitality of life in separation? 

    JTQuite. Then the next thing is the shout of a king is among them. Israels king is higher than Agag. There is more there than there is in the flesh. If it is a question of big men, you have them now, men great spiritually. 
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    HOW SPIRITUAL LIFE IS DEVELOPED (JT 95)

    John 1:4; John 12: 23, 24; Judges 14: 5 - 9; Judges 15: 15 - 20; Judges 16:1 - 3; Judges 16:22

    I wanted to bring out from these scriptures something as to life, according to the manner in which it is developed in our dispensation. Life necessarily enters into all dispensations. When the Lord said, I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly (John 10: 10). He had reference to ourselves; we have everything in abundance and especially life. John, having this great subject in view in his gospel, introduces the subject of life immediately, and he does so, not in a theoretical way, but in a concrete way; that is, as it had taken form in a Man  in One, indeed, of whom he had already said that He was in the beginning with God and that He was God, and that without Him not one thing received being which had received being. So that His Person is carefully guarded and asserted, before John introduces this great subject as having its beginning in Christ: In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

    It is well, dear brethren, to be reminded in approaching such a great subject, which has its beginning in Christ, that we should be on our guard in regard of the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, for on every hand He is attacked. Even those who profess to love Him and regard Him in esteem, are letting down the bars and admitting the agents of the enemy, of whom the apostle says, his ministers ... transform themselves as ministers of righteousness, 2 Corinthians 11: 15. One is reminded of Joab, Davids captain, a sagacious man, one who would stand up for, as we say, the fundamentals, but who, being selfish, and ambitious, and perceiving that Davids heart longed for Absalom, 

    devised a way whereby the king would be induced to recall the banished murderer. The scheme, indeed, was the gospel; the gospel was to be employed to bring about the recall of the murderer, but as is usual where the eye is not single, where Christ and His glory are not alone before the soul, we have the assertion of the natural mind of the ambitious man, the ambitions of the flesh. Joab employed the wise woman of Tekoah to approach the king. She began by telling the king that her two sons strove in the field and there was none to separate them. She intended to convey to the king that Absalom was one of those, but it was a lie. It was no question of two sons striving together; Absaloms act was one of murder, not a protective measure, not in any sense an act of self-defence, and although she proceeds to outline what corresponds with the gospel in a most striking manner, there was, underneath, this serious and fundamental defect, that the young man was veiled in the tale of a man striving with his brother in the field. How the enemy would thus misrepresent the position with regard to our Lord Jesus Christ, as if He were put to death by strife! His death was a murder, and His murderer is the man after the flesh whom Joab would have recalled, and whom the leaders of christendom today have recalled. They have contrived to open the door so that these opposers, these murderers, these enemies of Christ, should be brought in and have a place. And what is the result? Absalom, as will be remembered, having been recalled, burnt the field of barley (2 Samuel 14: 28 - 32). Barley is universally a type of the Lord Jesus Christ as the first-fruits to God, and the admission of these enemies of Christ involves that the truth of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ is being attacked, set aside, and undermined; the barley-field, as it were, has been set on fire, and who can quench it? Joab had no power to quench it, nor have those who are responsible, and although they may have respect for Christ, yet they have given the enemies a place, with the result that the Person of Christ is attacked on every hand. The condition of christendom is hopeless. Absalom has been recalled, so to speak, and as recalled he was not inactive; he set fire to the barley-field, and then he undertook to displace the king. And he did displace the king; so that, dear brethren, it is well to be reminded that we should be on our guard lest the barley-field be destroyed. The barley-field refers to the place of the testimony. We have to be on our guard in regard of the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, lest the truth of it should be set on fire, as it were, and be destroyed. The foundation of God stands; that cannot be destroyed, but the barley-field refers to the sphere in which the testimony of the Person of Christ has been presented; and that has been corrupted, so that there is no protection in it at the present time for the Person of Christ. 

    John, having all this in view, introduces the truth of the Lords Person. He has in view to develop the great subject of life, but in order that the foundation should be right in our souls he introduces Him as in the beginning with God, as with God, that He was God, and that not one thing was made without Him. And yet it says, In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

    I want to enquire as to how far we have apprehended the life of Christ in this way. John goes on to say, The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us; he does not say, The Word became man, although that is true, but became flesh; that is the Word came in as a babe, and the life developed in Him according to its own nature. Genesis 1 insists that everything developed according to its kind, and so the life of Jesus developed in every respect according to itself. He brought it into this world; it was in Him. We see a remarkable picture of it in the dream of Pharaohs butler in the prison in Egypt. He sees three branches of a vine, and they budded, and blossomed, and bore fruit. There was the bud; there was the blossom, and the ripened fruit, and then the grapes are pressed into the cup of Pharaoh. What was for God, dear brethren, in that life! It was perfect, for the Word became flesh, and the life developed in perfection according to itself in every stage. It drew nothing from its environment; it had all its substance in itself. Thus the life of Jesus here under the eye of God, from the very outset was for His pleasure. The grapes pressed refers to the death of Christ in which that life that belonged to God was given up. Life belongs to God, and in no one was that more perfectly presented than in Jesus  His life was for God. The scene of death was lighted up by that life. God ... commanded the light to shine out of darkness, and so it did in the life of Jesus. In that life the light shone in the scene of death; and it was for men. The Word, it says, became flesh, and dwelt among us. He dwelt among us. As He moved in and out amongst men in the most ordinary circumstances, the light shone in every word, in every look, in every service of Christ; in every step He trod the light radiated. But, the darkness apprehended it not. Terrible fact! Men in the flesh, however cultured, however religious, are incapable of discerning such light! Hence the necessity for the work of God. 

    Even men who believed on Him because of the signs were of no moral value in His eyes. He did not commit Himself to them because He knew what was in man; He knew all men. Let no one beguile himself, the Lord knows perfectly what is in you; and unless you are born again He has no confidence in you or in me. 

    Therefore the work of God ran on collaterally with the light. As the light shone, God wrought, and such as Nicodemus, the woman of Samaria, the nobleman of Capernaum and the blind man, came into that light, and coming into that light, they came into the life, for the term is reciprocal. The life is the light, and the light is the life. The life of Christ is the light, and the light is the life, and hence as God wrought, the light that shone in the souls of men and women meant life to them. The question was asked in Ezekiel, Shall these bones live? Ezekiel 37: 3. Yes, they can live, but how? By the work of God. 

    Well now, that precious life, filling with delight the heart of God as it did, and illuminating men, shedding its light on every man, must remain alone unless He, in whom it was, died. He had been the light of men when Philip and Andrew came and told Him that the Greeks were desiring to see Him. Mark you! they said, We would see Jesus; it was the Man they wanted to see; the Man was in perfect keeping with the light presented. The magi in an earlier day did not ask to see the Man; they asked to see the King: Where is he that is born King of the Jews? That meant that the light that had come to them from heaven, through His star, had delivered them from national feeling. Their words indicated there was no national feeling in their minds. They wanted to see Him who was the King of the Jews, not our king. Such is the power of the light as it comes into the soul. It is true to itself, and as Matthew presents the King, they sought the King. But John presents the Man. You say, I thought Luke presents the Man. So he does, but John presents the Son of God as a Man, and emphasises that He is the Son of man. And so the Greeks come up and want to see the Man: We would see Jesus. They understood very little what their enquiry involved. Those who through Paul were led to believe on Jesus later understood how much lay behind the enquiry. Paul testified through the Greek world announcing that Jesus was the Son of God. He spoke of Him as the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, a testimony to be rendered in its own time; and so assemblies were formed and they came to apprehend, as we see in the second letter to the Corinthians, the life of Jesus. How much do we understand of the life of Jesus? Pauls great desire as to his body was that it should express the life of Jesus. 

    As the Greeks came up they said, Sir, we desire to see Jesus (John 12: 21), and Philip and Andrew came to Jesus and told Him. Then He says, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified ... . Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die it bears much fruit, John 12: 23, 24. What a humanity we shall see presently, not only in kind and quality, but in quantity, as the fruit of the death of Jesus! Let us not in any way be discouraged in regard of numbers. He says, If it die it bears much fruit. 

    Now I want to show you from the book of Judges how the much fruit corresponds with the original stem. Samson returns and he finds in the carcase of the lion a swarm of bees. A swarm of bees, and they are living. I hardly know anything in the realm of creation that suggests energy of life more than a swarm of bees. It is industrious life; it is life in mutuality with results. He finds a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase. You say, not a desirable place. We have to understand how to live in death and how death becomes the energy of life. As Paul says, Death works in us, but life in you, 2 Corinthians 4: 12. We have to understand that; it is mutuality in the carcase. Abraham used the expression, that I may bury my dead from before me, Genesis 23: 4. The natural eye does not like death. All sorts of devices have been employed to minimise the awfulness, the hideousness and offensiveness of death, but these are of no avail. The christian does not wish that; he accepts it as it is, and as it is rightly apprehended, 

    it is the very energy and stimulation of life, for our life is a life out of death. We are all in the same position, because we are all in the carcase. The swarm was in the carcase. There is nothing for the flesh in that. But the bees were acting industriously, there was mutuality and so the Spirit of God says, and honey. There was a product, and Samson takes of that and eats, and gives of it to his father and mother and they ate also; but he kept the secret. One of the most important things in christianity is secrecy. Rightly understood there is no secret society like that of christians. We have to learn how to keep the secrets of God. The epistle to the Romans tells us God kept a secret throughout the ages; He never divulged it. So the secret of life is known alone to christians. No one understands life except he who has the Spirit of God. The Philistines could never have answered the riddle had Samsons wife not disclosed it. If ye had not ploughed with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle. The church has proved a failure; it has disclosed the secret and hence is responsible for the undoing of Samson. 

    Having said so much, which I hope will be simple to us all as to the thought of life, I wish to add a further word as to mutual relations. The thought of working together mutually with a definite end is the first feature of collective life, and we find it here in this type. Now how is this to be preserved? We may begin in mutual relations, but how is mutuality to be preserved in freshness? I apprehend that the Lords supper is that which is designed to maintain it in freshness. As a young christian takes his place amongst the people of God, he feels himself one of them; he looks at them all in the light of the death of Christ; he is glad to recognise the poorest of them and the richest of them, as all meeting together happily and mutually, enjoying the things of the Spirit. But presently if the world gets in a little and has place with him, he begins to feel he has something to distinguish him from the rank and file, and he loses his freshness and his power, and becomes occupied with theories and doctrines; he loses the fresh spring in his soul and there is no honey. The Lord says, I am come into my garden ... I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey, Song of Songs 5: 1. As coming into His garden, He looks for the product of mutual life. 

    If you look at chapter 15, you will see it refers to the wheat harvest. I have no doubt the allusion is to the saints as the fruit of the death of Christ, and so if they are to be preserved in mutual relations they have to be kept fresh in the thought of the death of Christ; there is to be something to bring to their attention and to keep before them the constant efficacy of the death of Christ. Hence Samson finds, it says, a fresh or a new jawbone. We have got to understand that. It is a fresh one, not one dried up by the sun; death had just occurred, and he slays a thousand men with that. I have no doubt, dear brethren, that it refers to the Lords supper as bringing before us week by week the love of Christ in freshness. There is no growing old in that. I often think of the freshness of divine love as illustrated in the emerald rainbow around the throne in Revelation 4. There was a rainbow round the throne like in appearance to an emerald. What did that rainbow represent? The covenant of God made thousands of years before. It had been seen in the clouds for thousands of years by men in every nation. One has seen a perfect rainbow from horizon to horizon, but who understood it? And now, as the throne is set up in heaven, and God is about to resume His relations with men on earth, there it is! He says, I have not forgotten my covenant. I remember my covenant; you forget it; I have not forgotten, for my love was in it. The kindness and love of God to men was in that bow, 

    and that kindness and love are as fresh in the heart of God now as they were then. And the rainbow is the colour of an emerald. Green is a symbol of freshness, so that the love of God is as fresh and as true as He resumed His direct relations with the creation, as it was when He made the covenant. There is no change. Nor is there any change in the love of Christ; it remains as fresh as it was when He laid down His life, when He had each of us in His mind individually and when He had us collectively in His heart as the assembly. His love is as fresh today as it was then. It is the love of Christ brought weekly, if not constantly, to our attention, that preserves us in these mutual relations, and in the freshness and vigour of them. So there is always a supply of honey. He comes and looks for it. I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey. 

    The Lords supper is, so to say, objective, and we need more than that, and hence we have what is subjective suggested in the well. Samson thirsted. He had slain a thousand men, but he says, Now shall I die for thirst, and God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. The well was therefore called En-hakkore, which means the callers spring. God answers the cry in the Spirit. You have the principle of calling or praying, and I would suggest for the young that perhaps one great cause of weakness, and unhappiness, and depression, is the want of constant prayer. We are enjoined to pray without ceasing. Think of an expression like that! Make everything a matter of prayer. If you do, the depression will disappear, and you will find that the Lord will come in for you; every detail of the path is known to Him. If He has numbered your hairs, has He not numbered your sorrows? He has, beloved brethren. He knows them. The heart knoweth its own bitterness (Proverbs 14: 10), but He knows it better than the heart, and He knows how to relieve us. Samson has the spring and is invigorated. Put the callers spring to the test; you will never find it to fail you. And so Solomon, in that remarkable prayer of his in which he mentions heaven and the house of God so often, says, What prayer, what supplication soever be made by any man ... when they shall know every man his own plague, and his own grief ... then hear thou from the heavens, the settled place of thy dwelling, 2 Chronicles 6: 29, 30. God would answer, from His dwelling place, such a one who turned to him, and He does so now. I would especially urge upon young people to put what I am saying to the test. For every one whosoever, who shall call on the name of the Lord, shall be saved, Romans 10: 13. You will never find Him fail you. He answers by the Spirit, because it is the subjective side. Prayer and the Spirit go together. So Samson has the spring and he is invigorated. 

    After the Spirit is understood and prayer is understood as distinctive elements for maintaining the freshness of life in our souls, then we see how the purpose of God comes into view. Samson carried the doors of the gate of the city and the two posts with the bar to the top of a hill before Hebron. It is the power of Christ risen. We come into the light of the resurrection of Christ, the light of another world, for Hebron was built before the world, before Zoan in Egypt (see Numbers 13: 22). It represents what was before the world, and the doors, bars, and gates of this world (the power of Satan really) are all carried up there. There is no power left against us now; Christ has led captivity captive; He has gone up into heaven and has opened up a new world to us, and Hebron stands for that. We are in the light of another world in the resurrection of Christ. 

    If there is defection, which there is, alas! there is one other word: The hair of his head began to grow. As soon as you begin to discover the hair growing you may be sure that restoration has set in. It is not now a question of conforming to the requirements of the brethren in terms. We do not need to press for right terms and doctrine; what we should be looking for is the growth of the hair. If your hair begins to grow, it cannot be contested; it marks the energy of life coming into view. How can hair grow without the energy of life? So it says Samsons hair began to grow. Dispensationally the hair of the church, so to speak, has begun to grow; life is being developed. And hence the end is near, for in that power all the world is coming down presently, even as in figure in Samson, when he bowed himself the house fell on all the people that were therein. 
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    ENIGMAS (WJH 1)

    2 Chronicles 9:1,2; Judges 14:5-14

    The world is full of disconcerting difficulties which the wisdom of man cannot resolve; some nations find themselves in situations which are desperate. But the queen of Sheba found a man capable of response to all her enigmas. It says that Solomon explained to her all she spoke of. She had difficult questions but she had heard of the wisdom of Solomon and she approached him with all her difficulties. Do you have any? If you do, I would point you to someone who can answer them all. If you dont have any, then it is time that you had some. It is important and urgent to have some of these difficulties which human beings have to face up to. There is little time left to find solutions. 

    A question which often arises in the human mind is Who shall cause us to see good? (Psalm 4: 6). Where is good to be found? Is there any in France, in England, in America? I wonder if you think that there is good to be found in you. God knows better than any what there is in your heart. He says, There is none that doeth good, not even one (Psalm 14: 3). Thus, He that confideth in his own heart is a fool (Proverbs 28: 26). So where is good to be found? That is a question to resolve. 

    Another question which should arise in your heart and conscience is  What shall I do about my sins? They are a heavy burden to me. David said, For mine iniquities are gone over my head  as a heavy burden they are too heavy for me. (Psalm 38: 4). What must I do? Forget about them? God does not forget them. Everything is written in His books and His books are never burned. Do you think that you can leave them behind you? Ah! God requires what has gone before. So what are you going to do about your sins? That is another serious question. 

    Job raises another one  But how can man be just with God? (Job 9: 2). Job was the best man of his time. God says that there is none like him on the earth (Job 1: 8). In spite of that, Job asks, But how can man be just with God? He asks this question at the point where the seven eyes of God are on him  The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, 

    beholding the evil and the good (Proverbs 15: 3). When the eyes of God are on him, Job asks, But how can man be just with God? He says, If I washed myself with snow water, and cleansed my hands in purity, then wouldest thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes would abhor me (Job 9: 30, 31). 

    In Jeremiah (Jeremiah 12: 5), there is another enigma  how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan? When the power of death arises, when you have to meet it, when death knocks at your door, what will you do? That is a great enigma. Will you be able to stop the floodtide of death? You will not. You will not be able to avoid the overflowing of Jordan; you will have to enter it, for it is the portion of men once to die (Hebrews 9: 27). What will you do when you see it overflowing? Every human heart carries this enigma. And after death comes judgement. You will have to meet God; what will you do then? 

    These are the great enigmas for every human heart. They were there in the heart of the queen of Sheba. She brought all these difficult question into the presence of Solomon. She came from the ends of the earth, according to Matthews gospel (Matthew 12: 42). Is that where you live? Although living in this town, you could be at the ends of the earth. The earths centre, according to God, is Jesus; perhaps you are far from Him. You have never thought about Him; you have never approached Him. He is the divine centre for heaven and earth. If you were able to look into heaven now, you would see Jesus in the midst of the throne. And on earth, He is the centre of everything for God. You are at the ends of the earth, in a far country; what are you doing there? There, you will lose everything and nothing will be given to you; you will have everything to pay. So what will you be able to have? The husks which the swine are eating; that is all there is in the far country. When you have no money left and your health is gone, the world will have nothing to do with you and all you will have is what belongs to the swine. The world feeds itself on that today, in images, in novels, in newspapers. Even in the religious world, alas, the food is often, in reality, what the swine are eating and starved hearts in the far country devour it avidly. In all sincerity, poor empty heart, is not that where you are? 

    The queen of Sheba came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon. We are here today to speak to you about the wisdom of Solomon, to speak to you about Him who is greater than Solomon, to speak to you about Jesus. He is Gods wisdom. He can answer every question. There is not a single question which He cannot answer. But do you really want to have to do with Him? The queen of Sheba brought gold and spices. She honoured Solomon; she did not despise him. If you despise Jesus, there is nothing for you but hell. Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and perish (Acts 13: 41). There will be no reply to the questions of those who despise Jesus, while those who honour Him will have complete answers. How does He answer them? 

    He replies by another enigma. If you find the solution to it, you will have the answer to all your questions. Samson is a type of Christ, in the same way as Solomon. Samson offers a wonderful enigma to his hearers. Here is what happened. Samson was on a journey, seeking an object for his heart. A young lion came and roared against him but Samson rent it. Later, there was a swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion and Samson took honey from it. This was the source of the enigma  Out of the eater came forth food, and out of the strong came forth sweetness. He says that if you can give me an explanation, I will give you new clothing such as you have never had before; if you dont explain it to me, you will lose your own clothing. And so it is. If you can state the meaning of this enigma, the Lord Jesus will attire you in a way that is suitable for heaven; he will dress you in clothing such as you have never, in your life, worn until now. If you cannot say what it means, you will lose the garments which you have and you will find yourself naked in the presence of God  terrible condition! Can you explain this enigma? If you can, you will have the answer to all the difficult questions which arise in your heart. I can give you only the light of it; I cannot give your soul the understanding of it, but I can enlighten you as to it. 

    Samson is a figure of Jesus. The young lion is the devil; he has the power of death. When Jesus came to earth, to find an object for His heart, the young lion roared against Him. What happened then? There was a dreadful battle, a battle between two lions. Jesus is a lion, 

    the lion of the tribe of Judah, the lion which turneth not away for any (Proverbs 30: 30). He was never afraid of anyone. The devil is also a lion, a roaring lion (1 Peter 5: 8). He roared as he came to meet Jesus. 

    What combat took place when Jesus was here. Even when He came into the world, as a little child, the powers of evil feared. Herod was afraid because Jesus was come and he put to death all the little children, in order to get rid of Jesus. Think of the combat which took place in the wilderness between the two lions, the true Samson and the young lion. The Lord emerged victorious. See Him again, as the lion of the tribe of Judah, at the tomb of Lazarus, crying with a loud voice in the cave of death where the body of Lazarus lay, and death fled  Lazarus, come forth. Think of Jesus in Gethsemane. What terrible combat between the two lions as Satan sought to overwhelm the Lord! See him at Calvary; the young lion is there, ready to devour the true Samson. But, in dying, Jesus was victorious that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil (Hebrews 2: 14). Why did Jesus, the strong lion, have to go through death? 

    The true Samson, the lion which is of the tribe of Judah... has overcome (Revelation 5: 5). How has He overcome? John hears in heaven that the lion of the tribe of Judah has prevailed. He looks around to see this great lion which always prevails and he sees a little lamb, a Lamb standing, as slain. In dying, He has overcome. Instead of death, we find the sweetest of honey. The sweetest thing that can be known is found in the carcase of the lion, in the very place of death. Dear friends, if you were able to understand this enigma, you would have the answer to all your questions. 

    Who shall cause us to see good? (Psalm 4: 6). All the good of heaven is seen at Calvary. One day, a man came to Jesus saying to Him  Good teacher. Jesus answered him, Why callest thou me good? No one is good but one, that is God (Mark 10: 18). All that is good comes from God; we can see that at Calvary. Good is found neither in men, nor in nations, but in God, and all Gods goodness is seen in the death of Jesus. 

    What will you do about your sins? What a serious question! The divine answer is given at Calvary. Jesus will remove your sins. 

    Who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree (1 Peter 2: 24). Christ died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15: 3). He will remove them forever and no one will ever be able to find them. It says as to those who believe in Him, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found (Jeremiah 50: 20). What has happened? John says, To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood (Revelation 1: 5). In the carcase of the lion there is a sweetness which is the consequence of the removal of our sins. 

    How can man be just with God? How can we stand justified before God? Justification means not simply that God does not condemn us (that in itself would be wonderful), but that we have His approval and that He finds pleasure in us. How will man be justified before God? Come to the carcase of the lion and you will have the solution to this enigma  Christ Jesus, whom God has set forth a mercy seat, through faith in his blood... so that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus (Romans 3: 25, 26). Faith in his blood; it is faith in his death which allows God to justify sinners. 

    The apostle Paul says we believe on him who justifies the ungodly (Romans 4: 5). You will not deny that you are numbered among the ungodly. Are you like God? No. How can you have Gods approval? He can give you His approval if you eat of the honey in the carcase of the lion, that is, if you come to the death of Jesus. The psalmist says Taste, taste it, and see that Jehovah is good (Psalm 34: 8). And Peter says, if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord is good (1 Peter 2: 3). 

    We now come, dear friends, to the question of death. How can you and how can I meet death whose powerful floodtide swallows up humanity? Millions upon millions have been swallowed up. It might soon be you. How far is death from you? How long do you have to live? If I were to put this question to a child, he might give me fifty years as an answer. Is he sure about that? If I were to ask a young man, he might say twenty years. Can he be sure about it? If I were to ask an old man, he might say ten years. But how can he be sure about it? It is possible that death might catch you unawares at any moment. David said, there is but a step between me and death (1 Samuel 20: 3). 

    Only one step might remain to someone among us here. How shall we cross the torrent? By coming to the carcase of the lion. See how Samson has torn it, even although he had nothing in his hand. See the Lord Jesus entering death; He speaks to death. You cannot speak to death. He says, where, O death, are thy plagues? where, O Sheol, is thy destruction? (Hosea 13: 14). If you simply wish to come, this is the way in which you will be able to cross over. Come with this difficult question to Jesus and He will arrange everything for you. 

    and after this judgment (Hebrews 9: 27). What an enigma! What a problem! all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do (Hebrews 4: 13). God says, I live... that to me shall bow every knee, and every tongue shall confess to God (Romans 14: 11). God says, I live. There may perhaps be someone here who thinks that God does not live. How, then, could anyone live? If God does not live, how can anyone be alive? How can a blade of grass live, an ant, a bird, a cow? How could you yourself live? How could any one of us live, if God is not alive? Who made life? It was not a man, nor all men together. It is not possible for man to make a worm or a blade of grass. Man can kill a worm or cut a blade of grass but he cannot produce life. Man goes as far as to say, There is no God, but God says that this man is a fool (Psalm 14: 1). God says, I am living. You have to meet God. He addresses himself to us, saying, prepare to meet thy God (Amos 4: 12), because after death there is the judgment. How will it be possible for me to face the judgment? In coming again to Calvary. There, I find the answer to this enigma. Why was Jesus on the cross? Why did He hang there? Why was He made a curse? Why was judgment poured on Him? It was so that it should not fall on you. Such is Gods answer to this enigma. The Lord Jesus Himself said, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me (John 12: 32). He is the great lover. If you are not drawn to Him, you will go to hell. I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. He said this in order to indicate the death by which He was going to die. And what a death it was, dear friends! Why did Jesus have to be made a curse? I could understand it if the hanged malefactor had been made a curse. In fact, he himself recognises the justice of this. He says, and we indeed justly (Luke 23: 41). I can understand that wicked Haman should have been hanged on gallows. It is easy to see why Ahasuerus sent Haman to the gallows. I can also understand easily why the chief of the bakers had to be hanged, having displeased the king. And him he hanged (Genesis 41: 13). But why did Jesus hang? Why was He crucified? Why did He bear the curse? That provides the answer to your difficult question. He went through everything so that we might be freed. How can I face the judgment? I go to the carcase of the lion and I eat of its honey, the sweetest thing in the world. He, Jesus, was crucified for me. Paul raises the question among the Corinthians, has Paul been crucified for you? (1 Corinthians 1: 13). No, he had not been crucified for them, but Jesus had. How did the dying robber get the answer to his enigma? He was led to understand Samsons enigma, not because he had read the answer in the Bible, but because he turned to Jesus. He understood why Jesus was dying. He tasted the honey in the carcase of the lion. Where can good be truly found? The dying robber can tell us  but this man has done nothing amiss (Luke 23: 41). Goodness is found there. It is not to be found in me; it is found in Him. What about my sins? Who will remove them? The answer is that they are laid on the man who has done nothing amiss. Death is there, the great abyss ready to swallow the robber. How will he go into death? He will enter with Jesus, the master and conqueror of death. The judgment of God must also be faced. The curse is there but the robber sees the One who bears everything for him. He comes to understand the enigma in a way that resolves every question for him. Not a single question remains unresolved. The true Solomon has explained them all. 

    What happens then? The true Solomon provides new garments for this man. He takes off the filthy garments (Zechariah 3: 4). But the man is not left naked; he is dressed in heavens most beautiful robe, a white garment suitable for the holy presence of God. Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. Would he be in paradise unsuitably dressed? No, never. His dress is in every way suited to this place. 

    The elders in heaven convey this. They have white robes because they have tasted the honey from the lions carcase and they have been able to explain the enigma. Thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation (Revelation 5: 9). They have interpreted Samsons enigma. They have had an answer to all their difficult questions. They have come in faith to Jesus, the true Solomon, the One who is truly greater than Solomon. Will you do the same, dear friends? Who could answer your enigmas, apart from Jesus? If you do not come to Him, it will be completely impossible for you to find the solution. 

    Samson said that if no one could answer, they would all have to give up their own garments. If you cannot explain the enigma, you will have to give up what you consider to be a sufficient covering. What do you have to cover yourself? Some fig leaves? What is the value of that in the presence of God? Fig leaves satisfied Adam temporarily  but, when God came near to him, he felt how everything was unworthy of His presence and he said, I am naked. I feared because I am naked (Genesis 3: 10). He did not speak about the fig leaves. He knew well that they were nothing to God. 

    How many there are who say, I do have some righteousness. They are like the Pharisee who said, God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men (Luke 18: 11). When God looks at such garments, He says that our righteousnesses are as filthy rags (Isaiah 64: 6). You may think that you are beautifully dressed with garments which are suitable to the presence of God, but they are like the leopards skin, which is covered with spots. The spots cannot be removed. Can an Ethiopian change his skin, or a leopard his spots? (Jeremiah 13: 23). It is not within your power to cleanse your garments. If you do not want to pay attention to the enigma, all your clothes will disappear and, naked, you will have to meet God. The only suitable clothes are provided by Jesus. He will wash you in His precious blood; He will give you the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus speaks to His disciples of being clothed with power from on high (Luke 24: 49). To all those who come to understand the enigma, the Lord Jesus gives the Spirit of God, so that believers are clothed in features which are characteristic of Christ  clothed with power from on high. 

    Dear friends, there is only one Person capable of answering all your difficult questions, but, in answering them, He sets you an enigma whose solution leads you to understand the meaning of His death, not only as intelligence but by faith and in love. Thus all the questions of your heart will be resolved. 

    May the Lord make it thus for every one! 
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    JUDGES 15 AND 16 (CAC 6)

    Judges 15; Judges 16

    It is well for us to keep in mind that, Samson being the last of the judges his history brings out the most important principles for us in the last days. It would seem that we learn in Samson the secret of strength and the secret of weakness. 

    It is mentioned twice that Samson judged Israel twenty years, indicating that there was that in Samson which was for the deliverance of the people of God. Just because there was that, he seemed to be especially assailed by things that would divert him and deprive him of his power. He sets forth exercises that come very closely home to our souls in these last days. 

    We have already noted this three times in which we are told that the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Samson. Whenever that was the case he was marked by power to overcome, whether it was the lion or the Philistine. Then we see that power in itself is not sufficient to maintain us for God. There must be that which is inward. There may be great power for service in certain quarters and it is of the Spirit of God wherever souls are being converted and the people of God helped; but we see in Samson (verse 18) that, after doing very great exploits in the power of the Spirit of God, he after all was a thirsty man. A man may have the power of the Spirit of God on him for mighty acts of service, and yet not have inward satisfaction, the power of life in his own soul by the Spirit. These great lessons are for the last days. Power is a matter of sovereignty. God by His Spirit can work sovereignly; He can use any instrument He sees fit; but the real life and joy and satisfaction of our hearts inwardly is another matter. Many a servant may be publicly marked by extraordinary power in service, and yet not know the blessedness of inward satisfaction  he may be a thirsty man. At the end of chapter 15 Samson has to learn the Spirit in a new way. Perhaps the Lord would call our attention to the Spirit under this beautiful designation, Enhakkore, the callers spring. Paul speaks of the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ; he feels the need of this in order that he might meet his sufferings, persecutions, and pressure with an inward source of supply. The epistle to the Philippians brings out largely the inwardness of things. 

    There are two incidents in the life of Samson where he is seen as calling on Jehovah. One is in chapter 15:18, where he is very thirsty, and he called on Jehovah, And God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it and he drank, and his spirit came again and he revived Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. The other time is in chapter 16:28: And Samson called to Jehovah and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes. I would suggest that Samson as calling on Jehovah is a greater man morally and spiritually than he was in all the other incidents of his history. It is a peculiar resource of the last days that we call on the name of the Lord. 

    The power spoken of in 2 Timothy is an inward power rather than what is outward. I have known several instances of men who have served and been used of God, but when they had been withdrawn from what is external it came to light that they had very little of what was internal. Samson was one with a most extraordinary power  there is not a man in Scripture who externally had such strength  but, notwithstanding that, he was conscious inwardly that his heart was unsatisfied and he was a thirsty man. He has to call, and then, in type, he gets the Spirit in a new way in connection with what is inward  not power to do great exploits outwardly, but to satisfy his inward cravings. My impression is that in Samson calling on the Lord we see something morally greater than his killing thousands of Philistines. However much God is pleased to use me publicly, sooner or later the question is raised, Have I the thirst of my soul satisfied? Have I the Spirit inwardly, not only for outward power; that is the callers spring, a beautiful designation of the Spirit. 

    We are so apt to go on with what is outward, but I believe a time comes with every one of us when we are brought face to face with this question: I have had meetings, and they have been very precious; I have had the companionship of the brethren, and it was very sweet; I have had ministry and it has been happy; I have had the power for service and it has been wonderful, but I am not satisfied. None of these things or all put together will give inward satisfaction. Inward satisfaction would not detract from the power God gives for service; it would add to it. I think it was a poet who said, All great deeds flow from the centre of a quiet heart. It is from a quiet, restful, and satisfied heart that the most efficient service flows; we want the callers spring. 

    In Numbers 21 the proposal comes from the divine side. God says, Gather the people together and I will give them water. But in John 4 we are to ask: If thou knewest the gift of God and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him and he would have given thee living water. God is the Giver and He is seeking to awaken thirst by presenting what He has to give. It is of vital importance in these last days that we should know what it is to be in life inwardly; this book is exercise for the last days. The calling is the expression of inward exercise. We do not see that in Samsons case when the Spirit of Jehovah comes upon him; that is the sovereign act of God. But what he gets in answer to calling comes in connection with his inward exercise. It is what is inward that will help us in the last days  something that God gives which meets the exercises and cravings that have been produced in our souls Godward. It is a personal and an individual matter. 

    In connection with this incident we find a remarkable little phrase which often occurs in the Old Testament, to this day. These words have a moral force and indicate that the matter which is spoken of has a permanent place in the ways of God with His people. It is available for us now. The spring subsists morally unto this day; the Spirit as the callers spring is there to this day. I would encourage all our hearts to entertain thoughts of the Spirit as the callers spring. We know a little what it is to be supported in our testimony and in our conflicts; but what is inside me is more important as far as I am concerned personally than anything I do in conflict outwardly. We see in Stephen the two things. There was an extraordinary power in his testimony; he goes through the whole history of the people and presses their guilt on them at every turn, but, great as Stephens testimony is, he himself inwardly is as great, when he kneels down while they batter him with stones. That angelic face shines with the light of heaven while their murderous stones batter on it, and he cries, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. When you read that wonderful address, one of the most marvellous chapters in Scripture, you see the man in his extraordinary power. He is a king among men. When you see him kneel in prayer, you see the wonderful inwardness of him; Stephen inwardly is as great as Stephen outwardly. 

    Samsons second calling on the Lord was when he lost his sight and liberty. He had been betrayed into forfeiting his Nazariteship, and he was a poor blind prisoner making sport for the Philistines. He reached the lowest point that a servant of God could reach, and from that point he calls on Jehovah and becomes greater than he had ever been before. In spite of his falling so low, there is inherent power in Samson that is greater than all the power of the world and greater than all the power under which he fell. 

    If we look at the weaknesses that come out in Samson, we find that he was tested in three ways. The Philistine woman in chapter 14 represents what is natural; the harlot of chapter 16 represents what is carnal; and Delilah represents what is Satanic, for from the outset she is identified with the adversary and does her utmost to destroy Samson. God by His ways delivers His servant from each of these three snares. Samsons weakness left him open to these influences, but that which was of God in him extricated him in each case from the snare. Satan will use either the natural or the carnal or the Satanic in order to undermine the truth of Nazariteship. He will try to rob us of our Nazariteship until he has done for us. But we see in Samson that, in spite of all the weakness that came out in him, there is something else there and God delivers him. 

    God delivers him from the Philistine woman in chapter 14 by keen disappointment. Samson did not get what he expected; he was keenly disappointed when he found he had a woman who betrayed his secret, and he was disappointed when he found that she was given to his companion. Many of us have known what it is to be influenced on the line of what is natural, and we have found on that line nothing but disappointment; we did not get a single thing that we expected. That is how God delivered us from the natural. 

    The harlot represents carnal or fleshly influences and, through yielding to these influences, Samson finds himself in a terrible place of restraint. He finds himself shut up in Gaza, the gates barred, and the people waiting to kill him in the morning. But we find that there is a power in Samson that enables him to make his escape. Speaking typically, there was something in Samson that was great enough to break loose from the snare in which he had been taken; he rises up at midnight and carries off the gates and bars of Gaza. That was not the Spirit of the Lord upon him; it was what Samson was himself, the inherent power in him which enabled him to do it. We have all seen cases like this, the saints of God taken captive by what is fleshly, but in many cases we have had the joy of seeing that there was inherent power in them as born of God that has enabled them to make their escape from the position into which those carnal influences had thrown them. It is a fine thing to see saints who have been overcome by the flesh and in terrible bondage rising up and freeing themselves, so that they have been able to carry off the gates and bars and they are recovered to the companionship of the people of God  that is what Hebron means. If we see a person who has failed restored to the companionship of the people of God, we are apt to dwell on the failure and to hold it as a black mark against that person for the rest of his life, I am sure that is not of God. I believe that, if a saint has fallen under the power of the flesh, and has found that he has a power as born of God to get free from it, we ought to be more occupied with the thought of the energy with which he freed himself than with the weakness which brought him into captivity. The cleansed leper was a greater man morally than the man in Israel who had never been a leper. That is a thing only understood in the school of grace. 

    Delilah represents what is Satanic, what is directly opposed to the testimony of God. From the first she does her utmost to get Samsons secret, and eventually she succeeds. It is a most solemn warning. To think that a man who is the great picture of strength in Scripture should become such a melancholy exhibition of weakness! Power for the testimony of God lies in Nazariteship, and Delilah plies her arts on Samson until in the end she gets his secret, and then she betrays him. Then she takes good care not merely to cut his hair; she shaves it until not a vestige is left of his Nazariteship. He has yielded and given himself up to this wicked woman so that he loses every vestige of his Nazariteship, and the Philistines take him and bind him and put him in prison and actually make him an object of sport; he makes amusement for them. What a depth to fall to! Can any saint fall lower than that? They have put his eyes out, and he is reduced to the lowest point. But it is most encouraging to find that even then the energy of life is in his soul and his hair begins to grow. The man who has drunk at the callers spring has life in his soul so that, whatever happens to him, his hair begins to grow. Although the Philistines had put out his eyes, it was only a deliverance, 

    for his eyes had been his ruin  he saw a woman of the Philistines, he saw a harlot. When they put out his eyes they only delivered him from that which had led him astray. That is Gods government. However low we fall, God always acts on the line of deliverance, and when we fall under the power of Satan we are delivered as we accept the government of God. When Samson, the blind prisoner, grinding in the prison house, and making sport for the Philistines, called on the Lord, he was a greater man than he had ever been before. He could do more than he ever did before, but he did it by death. He had to learn that his own death was the secret of power. We have all to face these lessons. 

    The two callings on Jehovah are connected with the secret of power. The first calling in chapter 15 is connected with the power of life; the callers spring is where the Spirit brings the power of life into a mans soul. The second power brings out the power of death, and we have to learn that the two things go together. Paul says to the Corinthians, We who live are always delivered unto death  I protest by your rejoicing in Christ Jesus that I die daily  and again, Death works in us, but life in you. Paul had not only learnt the secret of life but the secret of death. When Samson had learnt the secret of death, he was ready to be taken away. He had reached the climax; he slew more in his death than ever in his life. When I come to accept my death, the great secret of the power of God works in me, and I become an efficient instrument for the use of God. 
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    PRIESTLY CONSTITUTION (JT 13)

    Deuteronomy 18: 1 - 22; Judges 15: 14 - 19

    I have in my mind to call attention to the constitution of the priest. Every true believer in Christ is a priest. Aaron and his sons represent the saints in their priestly capacity, and Aarons sons and daughters represent the priestly family. But the fact that we are priests is not enough. It is Gods intention that we should have a priestly constitution, which in New Testament language may be described as the result of the word of God and prayer. These two passages suggest first how the word being received is assimilated. You will observe that the priest had as his portion from the peoples sacrifices the jawbones, or cheeks, and the stomach, or maw, besides the right shoulder and other things. Then you will observe from the passage in Judges that Samsons great victory was achieved by the jawbone of an ass. Jawbones, as we well know, represent the power for mastication. 

    Now what I desire to say is simple, namely, that believers on receiving the word of God have to rightly take it in. If we are to be priests the word of God must be rightly received; as it is said in the New Testament, accept with meekness the implanted word (James 1: 21). It is to be rightly received. And so the Lord, as ever, is the Model for us, He being the great Priest; it is as Man that He is priest. As a divine Person He was the Word of God; He was so perfectly the expression of the mind of God. Not only the nature of God, and the attributes of God, but the thoughts of God found a perfect expression in Christ. This is one of the most interesting features of the gospel narratives  the manner in which the Lord presented the thoughts of God. I say, the manner in which He presented them. 

    Luke 4: 17 says, that, standing up in the synagogue of Nazareth, Jesus took the roll of the Scriptures from the attendant and read out of it. He found the place from which to read. You may be sure it took Him but little time to find the text, although in those days texts were not so easily found as they are now. He found the passage that exactly fitted the moment in which He stood in the synagogue; and having read it, He handed the roll back to the attendant and sat down. There was perfect grace, and perfect ease too, in His manner. Then He said, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. He let the Scriptures speak. One would ever seek to let the Scriptures speak for themselves. They have their own way of speaking; indeed, they preach, as Paul said, The scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the nations on the principle of faith, announced beforehand the glad tidings to Abraham (Galatians 3: 8). They preached the gospel to Abraham. And so, the Lord being the perfect Model for us, let the Scriptures speak. He said, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. It was not yet fulfilled in their hearts, alas! It is one thing to have the word fulfilled in your ears, and another to have it fulfilled in your heart. Unless the word is in the heart it bears no fruit. And so in another passage, the Lord says, speaking of the good ground, it represents the one who hears the word of God and understands it in his heart. Understands it. Such an one as that bears fruit, thirty, sixty, and an hundred-fold. 

    But then I must pursue that remarkable passage. The Lord says, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. And it says they wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. He was the Word of God. Indeed, Luke himself begins by designating the Lord the Word. His words were words of grace, so that they became attractive. He was in that way the Model for us, 

    being the great high Priest. For what priests lips have kept knowledge like the lips of Christ? The priests lips should keep knowledge, and at his mouth they should seek the law (Malachi 2: 7). And so, as I said, the jawbones were the priests portion from those that sacrificed from among the people. 

    Now, beloved, do we use the jawbones? It is not a question of natural ability. One might read Scripture, and read books on Scripture, and listen to ministry with natural intelligence, and many can go a great length on that line, gathering up much information; but the jawbones which the priest obtained were the jawbones of the sacrifice of the victim. In other words, the jawbones are taken up as out of death. Natural ability ends there. Everything must come out of death, for that is the divine way. As Paul says, For I, through law, have died to the law, that I may live to God (Galatians 2: 19). Whatever it is, the principle of death has to come in, and if I read Scripture, or if I listen to ministry, it must be on that principle. From the very outset the believer is in that position; he has come out of death. Baptism is a token of it; indeed, the Lords supper, and also circumcision; all these things denote that the natural ability or status of the believer have no place in Christianity. What is of nature in that respect has no place. One has to begin anew, and so in Romans 6: 4 we have newness of life after baptism. That is to say, we have to begin with the principle of newness; but it is newness out of death. Even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life. In chapter 7 you have newness of spirit, and in chapter 12 the renewing of the mind. That is to say, the life and the spirit and the mind are to be brought into accord with the death of Christ. 

    Now, if my mind is renewed on that principle, my jawbones are used, so to speak, henceforth on that principle; so that I take in the word of God humbly for I have to be built up from the outset by it. Peter speaks to us of the sincere mental milk of the word. That is what we need to get, young people or old, the sincere mental milk of the word. That is to say, the revelation of the mind of God becomes the food for the believer; his mind is nourished by it. Let no one say that there is not enough in Christianity for his mind. Whatever you have in that way, beloved friends, you will find food in Christ. John, who had a right estimate of Christ, says that if all the things that Jesus did could have been written, the world itself could not contain them; there would be no room for any other books, it would be full of books about Christ. And you would find everything that your mind might desire in such books. So it shall be, for Christ shall fill every intelligence in the heavens and on earth, however great. 

    So, beloved, it is important to use the jawbones. That is to say, as you receive the word at the outset, so to speak, masticate it so that it may become finally assimilated in the stomach. The stomach is a very great organ for our use, answering as well to the jawbones for building up right priestly constitution, so that one is formed in that way by the thoughts of God. The word of God is the nourishment by which I am built up, and I become a priest in the way of intelligence and of grace. The thing that we speak is, so to say, already ours. The Lord said when one asked Him as to Himself, I am altogether that which I also say to you (John 8: 25). He was altogether as a Man here in dependence upon God in what He said. That is to say, the true priestly features were seen in Christ. Think of Him saying, He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed (Isaiah 50: 4). Think of the Lord taking such a place as that here. 

    The morning is the best time for learning. The mind is clearer. Not that the Lord was subject to what we are subject to, but He set us the example. So He says he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed. And He says further, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. True priestly service is to be able to speak a word to a weary one. 

    Well now, I apprehend that in the passage in the book of Judges we have the result of this. Not, indeed, that Samson shines in a special way as a type of Christ, although he is a type of Christ. It says, The Spirit of Jehovah came upon him. He is a type of Christ in that way; for the Lord Himself says, the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, and the effect was unlimited power. With regard to Samson, the Philistines shouted against him; it was a question of warfare. It is a great thing, beloved brethren, to be prepared. The late war was in everybodys mind and on everybodys lip. But the war  the conflict  is still on; there is no cessation of it. And the books of the wars of the Lord are still open; exploits are constantly being written into them. And it is a question of who is in the war. Who are the soldiers of Jesus Christ? The priest becomes a soldier. If I am to have the sword of the Spirit, if I am to exercise it, if I am to use it, I must know the word of God. Paul says, Have ... the sword of the Spirit, which is Gods word (Ephesians 6: 17). We are to have the instrument of aggression as well as of defence, but all war is by the Spirit. So the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Samson as the enemy attacked, and he rent his bands as if they had been burnt flax; for what power can stand before the power of the Spirit of God? 

    But then this power is in one in whom is the word of God. And so it says he found the fresh jawbone of an ass (for the word is fresh, or moist). 

    I suppose it is a typical allusion. The death of the Lord Jesus is as fresh today as it was when it happened  that is, the effect of it. It is brought to our hearts on every first day of the week. It is very touching  he bread and the cup taken together attest a dead Christ. There is that freshness with it as if it had happened today. It remains in the Supper in freshness. The Christ that you and I know is the Christ that died  not two thousand years ago, but, as it were, yesterday. The testimony remains in freshness. As Paul said, Who has loved me and given himself for me. Think of that, beloved! Not who loves me, but who has loved me. You may say, Why do you say that? Ah! because He had me in His mind when He died. We might say, He loved us. He did love us; He loved the church. But when He died He had every believer in His heart. Can anything be more touching than that, He has loved me, and given himself for me? That was yesterday. It was as fresh in Pauls mind as if it had been that day. He might easily and truthfully have said, who loves me, for the love of Christ for Paul at that moment was just what it was when He died for him. There is great preciousness in recalling the fact that He had you and me in His mind when He died. He died in obedience, speaking reverently of the Lord, as One who was wholly docile, wholly subject. The Lord, taking the lowly place, was entirely subject to His Fathers will: becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross (Philippians 2: 8). It is as fresh as if it were yesterday. 

    The word in connection with the jawbone is moist or fresh. The death had just happened. It was well for Samson that it was so. And how much more for us in our warfare? It must be in the nearness of Christ to us as the One who died. He has been down into death; He has met the foe in his strength and has defeated him, 

    that through death he might annul him who has the might of death (Hebrews 2: 14). 

    And now the weapon is put into our hands. Paul spoke of fighting with beasts at Ephesus. Beasts! How? As one who died every day. How fresh and real was the death of Christ to him. I die daily, he says. He died in the light of the death of Christ; no one would die otherwise. We can die in the light of the death of Christ, and the more often we die in that sense the more we realise the nearness of Christ to us. 

    So Samson found a fresh jawbone, and that the jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand and took it and slew a thousand men therewith. What a victory! And so he composes what we may call an item in the books of the wars of the Lord. With the jawbone of an ass, a heap, two heaps, with the jawbone of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 

    This represents the energy of the believer, the energy of the Spirit of God in the believer. He has assimilated the word of God. The word of God is his weapon. It is the word of God assimilated that forms the constitution as a priest, for my lips must keep knowledge; I must know how to speak to God and to men. But it is also the weapon for warfare. The word of God is the sword of the Spirit. 

    Now, the other thought I want to add is prayer. You will remember when the Lord entered into Marthas house, Mary sat at His feet. She listened to what He was saying. She was, as it were, building up a priestly constitution there. She sat down and listened to the Lord. Martha was cumbered with much serving, but Mary had chosen that good part, listening to the Lords word, and in that way was building up a constitution that may be regarded as priestly. 

    The effect of it was seen later when the Lord was about to die. Six days before He died, six days before the passover, Mary had a pound of ointment, 

    very costly, and she anointed His feet with it. And the house was filled with the odour. It reminds me of one with a priestly constitution speaking to God, or speaking to the Lord. How the effect of it, of what is intelligent and spiritual in that way fills the house: one has often realised that. So that you can see in Mary of Bethany how the priest was formed. 

    You can see the effect of it in John 12. But then in Luke 11, which follows that, it says the Lord was praying in a certain place. It does not say what the place was, for the point was not the place, but what He was doing there  praying. He had been speaking about God, and now He is speaking to God. And the disciples saw Him. We are not told what He said to God, nor are we told what He said to Mary. But one of His disciples says, Lord, teach us to pray! That is the other side of the priests position, to hear the word and learn to pray. These two things together constitute a priest. 

    But they also constitute a warrior, for we go forth into our battles in dependence upon God. Samuel is indeed suggestive of the praying man in Scripture: his very name indicates it. When the Philistines came up against Israel he offered a sucking lamb and he prayed. He was in the intelligence of the mind of God. He knew what suited the moment. He acknowledged that he had no power to meet the enemy, but God had the power. The battle is the Lords; let us ever remember that. Jehovah thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them (1 Samuel 7: 10). It is on the principle of accepted and acknowledged weakness, but in dependence upon God so that we became strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, made the armies of strangers give way (Hebrews 11: 34), so that the word of God and prayer stand by the warrior as they stand by the priest. 

    That leads me on to the second point, namely, 

    En-hakkore, (Judges 15: 19). That word means, according to those who should know, the spring of the caller, or, the well of him that calleth. Just as the previous word Ramath-Lehi (Judges 15: 17) means, the hill of the jawbone. These two landmarks were doubtless landmarks of faith. The one is the strength that accrues from the word of God being in the soul  the word of God coming through Him who died, for the word of God is only effective through the death of Christ. In Luke the Lord applies the Scriptures to Himself  after He arose. Having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself (Luke 24: 27). That is to say, it is in Christ risen that you see the word of God exemplified fully. He had to die in order that it should be effective in believers. And then in that same scripture you have the understanding of the saints opened, so that they might understand the Scriptures. It is in a risen Christ; it is in a Christ who died and who is risen again that the word of God is effective. It is effective in us; so that the hill of the jawbone is the testimony to the power of the word of God in the believer, made effective in him. In result it represents the exploit of one who had the word of God. 

    But then, after Samsons great victory, he is thirsty; he is about to die. And that brings in the other point. He cried to God. It says, He was very thirsty, and called on Jehovah. What a word that is for us. Does any one among you suffer evil? says James, let him pray (James 5: 13). Samson called on Jehovah. And God, it says, clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi. There again we come to another side of the death of Christ. That is to say, the Holy Spirit could only come that way. God could not give His Spirit to us, and all that lies in the possession of the Spirit, apart from the death of Christ. He clave the hollow in the rock. We can well understand what that means, for the Rock is Christ. One of the most touching things in the wilderness position is that the Rock followed the people. The ark went before, but the Rock followed. It is the Lord taking up a position of service for us in our weariness, and our thirst  our need of refreshment. 

    So God clave the rock for Samson, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. We have there the principle of prayer. I am not now for the moment speaking of the gift of the Spirit through prayer, but what is of great importance is learning how to pray and maintaining that attitude both in regard of our priestly service and as to our warfare. There is no possibility of effectiveness in priestly service or in warfare aside from these two things: the word of God rightly assimilated in our souls so that it builds up a constitution in us, and prayer, that is to say, the expression of dependence on God. 

    May the Lord bless the word! 
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    WELLS AND SPRINGS (11) (JT 52)

    Judges 15: 14 - 19; 2 Samuel 23: 13 - 17; Song of Songs 4: 12 - 15

    JTIt is thought that our subject should be linked up with these three well-known servants of God and types of Christ  Samson, David and Solomon. The link of the assembly with Samson is not so clear as it is with David and Solomon, but I think we shall see that the marital idea, as it stands related to him, reaches out to the assembly, though faintly; and that his ministry involves a type of the Lords supper in its intended freshness; and in relation to that, the well, or spring, at Lehi. The general idea in Samson is nazariteship; fully seen in Christ, but also seen in all those who are characteristically in the testimony by the Spirit. We can only understand his history by connecting him as a type with the governing or male side in the history of the assembly. It is in that connection that we can link on the marital side, which comes into view at once in his history, vague and obscure indeed; yet God intended to bring about his proposed marriage to do damage to the enemy. Chapter 13 brings in the weakness of the male side in the testimony, and yet it was there; the female side, in Manoahs wife, representing the assembly in some sense, in its instinctive intelligence as to what transpired. Manoah scarcely understood, but was recognised, nevertheless. 

    What is immediately connected with the passage read, is the delivering up of Samson by his own people  that is, by Judah  to the Philistines; so that there we have a clear link with the beginning of christianity, in the betrayal of Christ by the Jews. Then deliverance by what is marked by freshness  the fresh jawbone  and then the Spirit supporting the position, typified in a spring. 

    CAMIn connection with the marital side, would you say that such a verse as Jealousy is cruel as Sheol 

    Song of Songs 8: 6, would be seen in Samsons attack on the Philistines, because his wife was given to another? She had pleased him well, according to chapter 14. 

    JTHe clearly had the marital idea in mind, and God was in it. There was opposition to him in it, not only on the part of his father and mother, but on the part of the Philistines; but God acted against them through it. Although this woman never became his wife in the ordinary sense  God seems to have prevented that  yet the idea of marriage was there, and an idea by itself may be right, although for other reasons it may fail in application. David had the idea of building the house, which was right so far, but for certain reasons it could not be carried out. 

    JSDo we have a democratic spirit in judges? In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes (chapter 21: 25). 

    JTJust so; but Samson is not marked by that. The facts of his birth and childhood are very significant. And the child grew, and Jehovah blessed him. And the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him at Mahaneh-Dan, Judges 13: 24, 25. That is a good start, and we must link it on with the abstract idea of nazariteship, which ran through Samsons life, and through which God greatly weakened the enemys power; that is, in the ultimate result. The general result of a ministry has to be taken into account. Samson generally was successful against the Philistines. 

    WFKAre the Philistines a type of certain elements in christendom which are opposed to Christ and the assembly? 

    JTThey would seek to frustrate whatever is of God, however faint. 

    WFKThe Philistines shouted (chapter 15: 14). 

    JTThey were so against him; he was their enemy  characteristically so. A man is usually judged, as to his fundamentals by the company he keeps, by the people he likes or dislikes; and Samson is marked throughout as an inveterate enemy of the Philistines, as they, in their turn, were against him. You can usually tell where a brother is by noting his affiliations. 

    ANWThe Philistines were ruling Israel during his time (chapter 14: 4). And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years (chapter 15: 20). 

    JTThat is significantly stated in the section before us; that is, after he is refreshed through the well, or spring. 

    ABPDoes Samson, as a type, fit historically into the dark ages when the idea of the assembly was vague? 

    JTYes, but I think he fits in throughout, as a type, blessed of God. He grew, it is said; he was normal. It is nazariteship normally; damaged later, but still there. Abstractly, christendom has never been without the principle of nazariteship, and chapter 16 shows that it revives. It becomes dim, but revives in the regrowth of Samsons hair. Life comes into evidence again, and he slays more in his death than in his life. 

    LESNazariteship is really the test of recovery, and the end becomes morally equal to the beginning. 

    JTThat is what I think it means; his hair began to grow, and that pointed to the end of the Philistine domination. He destroyed more in his death than in his life. I think if we look at it in that general way, we shall get help in seeing that the principle of nazariteship runs through. God sees to that. The Holy Spirit being here is the guarantee of it in however few it may be. It is there, and towards the end, it comes out in renewed power. The well is the secret of this. Samson was exhausted in the great effort against the Philistines, and he cried out and God answered. The spring is called the callers spring; that cry has been heard among the brethren for many years  expression of need for the power of the Spirit. 

    JTJrIs Gods thought seen in chapter 14, where it says Jehovah was seeking an occasion against the Philistines? 

    JTYes. The remarkable riddle which he propounded drew them into it. He put them in a tight place so that they were reduced morally, as unable to answer the riddle. I think it is to bring out how God takes occasion to expose what is against Him; to bring up issues so as to expose them. 

    JSIs the little strength of Philadelphia over against the greatness of the Philistine strength? 

    JTYes. Samson always had strength until he allowed his secret to be disclosed. So long as he retains his secret, he has power, no matter what else happens. 

    ARWhat is the difference between the power of nazariteship, as seen in the hair, and in the power of the Holy Spirit? The word move as used in the end of chapter 13 is said to denote powerful emotion. And the Spirit of Jehovah began to move him. 

    JTThe two ideas go together. Nazariteship is the secret of power. You see its full freshness and power in that verse. The next thing is this desire of his; the marital desire brings God into the matter in a mysterious sort of way in order to bring about the defeat of the enemy. God is always against the enemy; however much he may be against God. God never fails to be against him, and uses mysterious methods of exposing him and defeating him. 

    JSDoes the secret of our power lie in the indwelling of the Spirit? 

    JTYes; but associated with nazariteship. Samsons hair was not to be shorn and certain things were to be disallowed in his food, as stated in Numbers 6. Here it is said that his mother was not to eat of anything that cometh of the vine, neither shall she drink wine or strong drink, nor eat anything unclean (chapter 13: 14). Also, verse 5 says, For lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son, and no razor shall come on his head; for the boy shall be a Nazarite of God from the womb; and he shall begin to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. Note that it says he shall begin to do it. The elimination of certain food is in mind in relation to nazariteship, and the growth of the hair is to mark one off as different from the world. His manhood is different. He does not develop manhood according to the flesh. It is an important matter for young people, because the world appeals to them and stimulates them. What stimulates naturally is to be eliminated from what you feed on spiritually, or mentally. Therefore the importance of young people keeping with Gods people and eating the right food. 

    GATWould you help me on the thought of the Philistine woman here? You were saying we should keep with the right company. 

    JTYes; those who are clean, according to the teaching of Leviticus 11. The Philistines are the opposite to that. They represent men that come into the profession without any godly exercise at all; without accepting the death of Christ. They are walking on natural lines; and this secret of nazariteship is necessary to overthrow them. 

    TMWould keeping the right company be exemplified in Daniel? 

    JTYes; and the refusal to eat certain food, because, spiritually, food involves the company we keep. So that in the type in Leviticus, certain animals are eliminated because they allude to persons; persons, for instance, who do not chew the cud and have not a divided hoof; that is, their walk is not right; while they may come to the meetings, they do not assimilate the food. We are to choose our company, and the young people ought to be with the Lords people, instead of keeping worldly company. Nazariteship means that you are different from the world. The long hair means that you do not have their manhood, but manhood according to God. 

    ARJohn the baptist was a nazarite, but I suppose it is supremely seen in the Lord Jesus. No one understood Him well, not even His own mother. 

    JTQuite so; John the baptist was very remarkable in this respect. Of him the angel said, He shall drink no wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mothers womb, Luke 1: 15. He was in the deserts, where the flesh would not be nourished, where its growth would be prevented. There is nothing in the desert to minister to the natural. One idea in nazariteship is that God helps us, by our environment, to maintain it; it is not only one desert but the deserts in the case of the Baptist. In contrast to the cities, he lived in the deserts. 

    I think we should look at the marital principle attached to Samson. It is seen vaguely, and even wrongly, as carried to consummation, yet God was in it initially and was thus against the enemy. It is somewhat low ground, but such as God can have part in in a limited way. If God is seeking an occasion against the enemy, then it is well to follow up the line and see how far God has part in it and how far He has not part in it. Discernment is needed. 

    CAMYou were connecting the book of Judges with the last century. Do you not think that one feature of the revival then was that there was something precious in a marital way to be secured from the enemys camp? At least, that suggestion must have been there before what we know about the assembly now could come to light. 

    JTYes; the Church of Ireland came into prominence, and the disestablishment of that Church caused deep sympathy in certain ones. Mr. Darby wrote about it as to the place that it had in his own affections. For the moment, God was acting against the enemy through it. It stood against Roman Catholicism. Roman Catholics were being converted in large numbers in those days, and the leading men in the Church of Ireland sought the Governments support and the like; they imposed religious tests, and the conversions ceased; thus the enemy got the advantage; but primarily, the Church of Ireland had a place that God recognised, though vaguely. Up to the present day, one believes that the Church of England corresponds with Michal, the daughter of Saul. Saul would do damage to David through her and her sister Merab, but Michal, on one occasion, saved David in spite of that. She did not go very far, nor could God go very far with her. Later, she was disallowed altogether, but she saved Davids life, and it is said she loved him. I mention all this to indicate how certain things are taken on by God for a purpose, and to a point, and afterwards refused. 

    LESWhat you are saying would greatly help us in our local difficulties, or in universal matters, in discerning the current mind of God and His activities. 

    JTThat is what you get here: And Samson went down to Timnathah, and saw a woman in Timnathah of the daughters of the Philistines. And he went up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman (verses 1, 2). That is all very good. Marriage was right, although he was linking on with a forbidden person. But God is a Man of war, and, knowing everything, would use this thought of Samsons against the enemy. And his father and his mother said to him, Is there no woman among the daughters of thy brethren, and among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the Philistines, the uncircumcised? That was right, too, so far. And Samson said to his father, Take her for me, for she pleases me well. And his father and his mother did not know that it was of Jehovah (verses 3, 4). That is a matter to be understood; God was acting, and Samsons father and mother, while moving on right principles as far as they understood, did not know all; they did not see the platform on which God was moving in the book of Judges; so that it goes on to say, Jehovah ... was seeking an occasion against the Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines were ruling over Israel. That is the point. The domination of the Philistines was dreadful, and God was going to attack in this mysterious way, and He succeeded. It is a question of the instrumentality that God took up at the time, and how far He could go. J.N.D. spoke of the Church of Ireland with peculiar regard at a certain time, and God used it against the enemy then. It was about to be set aside by the civil authorities as a national church and this would make its position more in accord with Christ as rejected. The marital thought was there, but very dimly; the true assembly had already come to light, and no one loyal to Christ, while valuing what was of Him in the system referred to, could identify himself with it. 

    ARWhat is the idea in the incident of the lion? And he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion; and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, and honey; and he took it out in his hands, and went on, and ate as he went. And he came to his father and to his mother, and gave them, and they ate; but he did not tell them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion (verses 8, 9)  as if it were still a mystery. 

    JTIt is a remarkable thing that this peculiar figure of the death of Christ should come in here. God is surrounding Himself with facts that preserve the truth, and yet you can see, if you pursue the marital thought here too far, you get into error. The woman never became Samsons permanent wife. God prevented that; but He got a blow at the Philistines. That is the thing to see. God is acting against them. Whenever He can get a blow at them He will take advantage of it. It is striking that, in Davids history, this is seen in connection with his marriage to Michal. Saul thought to do him harm, but his proposal involved an attack on the Philistines (1 Samuel 18: 22 - 30). 

    JSIn what way do you bring in the Lords supper? 

    JTI was thinking of chapter 15  the fresh jawbone: the death of Christ is seen there as the means of the overthrow of the enemy. In chapter 14 it is said, Samson went down, and his father and his mother, to Timnathah; and they came to the vineyards of Timnathah. And behold, a young lion roared against him; and the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and he rent it as one rends a kid, and nothing was in his hand. And he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done (verses 5, 6). Apparently they were not equal to it; they were running counter to what God was doing, although they had the best of intentions. He is working with God in the thing. And he went down and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. (Now, these are beautiful expressions, if you have the right woman. Today, she exists and this is known. This is seen in Philadelphia.) And he returned after a time to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion; and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, and honey. That is a new principle. It is mutuality. And it marked the movement of one hundred years ago. The brethren began to meet together. That is mutuality. That is what God is bringing out. It is the means of the overthrow, in great measure, of clericalism. I have in mind what is suggested by the bees. They represent mutuality; life, too, but they are very active together. And so we have, And behold, there was a swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, and honey; and he took it out in his hands, and went on, and ate as he went (verses 8, 9). There is something proceeding now; it is life out of death, but it is life in mutuality. The Lord says, Have ye anything here to eat? And they gave him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb, Luke 24: 41, 42. The honeycomb is the product of bees; a mutual product. That will overthrow these big men, because that is the idea. Samson did not completely overthrow them. It remained for David to do that, but Samson began to do it. He is doing it in this way. Brethren are mutual, and they have something to eat in their mutuality, and can give it to others. That is what Samsons father and mother needed. They needed honey, the Messiahs food; Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and to choose the good, Isaiah 7: 15. 

    And then it goes on to say, And he came to his father and to his mother, and gave them, and they ate; but he did not tell them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion (verse 9). He would let them find out. It is going to be a riddle, and in the anti-type it has tested the whole of christendom. Who can tell what this is? Out of the eater came forth food, and out of the strong came forth sweetness (verse 14). The Philistines could not answer that riddle. And Samson said later, that they could not have done so had they not ploughed with his heifer. His wife wept before him for the whole seven days to get this secret. The Philistines could never get it; they are only men, without the Spirit. But true christians have the Spirit, and He searches the depths of God; and it is said that christians know all things, having an unction from the Holy One (1 John 2: 20). The Lord, it is said, will give us understanding in all things. Thus christians have the means of understanding and need not be baffled by riddles. 

    LESFive words with the understanding are better than ten thousand in an unknown tongue (see 1 Corinthians 14: 19). 

    JTThe apostle also says, I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding, 1 Corinthians 14: 15. 

    JTJrThis incident brings out the true character of the Philistines; the murderous spirit that was in them. They would slay the woman, which they did later. Is that not at the bottom of the Philistine religious element? 

    JTQuite so. God allows that. She had served a purpose, and that is the end of it. Samson proceeded to further things that were incongruous, but there is a great principle established in chapter 14. It is a secret, and you have to find it out. The Philistines can only find things out by getting them from others. In order to get knowledge of the truth for their own purposes, they have to go to believers, because they cannot get it for themselves from God. They do not know the idea of the temple of God. I know people who would ask you to give them something new; and they would get books to give them something new to preach about. That is the position of the Philistines here. Samsons wife became the discloser of the secret, and she obtained it on natural lines. 

    CAMBut we speak Gods wisdom in a mystery, 1 Corinthians 2: 7. 

    JTThe apostle also speaks of the hidden wisdom, which God predetermined before the ages for our glory. 

    RemHe also says, ... communicating spiritual things by spiritual means, 1 Corinthians 2: 13. 

    CHHThe apostle would have the Colossians know the mystery. 

    JTQuite so; in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge, Colossians 2: 3. The angels desire to look into the all-various wisdom of God in the mystery. 

    WB-wThe word explain is mentioned ten times in this chapter, Judges 14. Is it a question of opening up the thing, which they could not do? 

    JTYes, they could not do it. Mr. Stoney used to say to those who claimed assembly status and did not have it, Give me one page of notepaper on the church. They could not do it, because one must have the Holy Spirit in a characteristic way to know the mystery. 

    WB-wThose who have the Spirit may understand. 

    JTThat is the idea. Do ye not know that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 1 Corinthians 3: 16. So that if we make room for the Spirit of God, we shall know the truth. 

    ABPThe apostle Paul, in speaking of things that it was not lawful for man to utter, did not imply that it was impossible for others to know them, did he? 

    JTHis ministry would be influenced by the impressions he had, but apparently he did not use the words. 

    ABPWhat he said, however, would be a stimulus to others to find out something of those things. 

    JTExactly; get into heavenly places. That is what I believe would be the impression. 

    Now chapter 15 brings out further thoughts entering into our subject. There is in it another piece of poetry, 

     With the jawbone of an ass, a heap, two heaps, 
With the jawbone of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 
 

    And it came to pass when he had ended speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-Lehi (verses 16, 17), meaning hill of the jawbone. That is what is intended to be kept in our minds. The jawbone was fresh. It is the death of Christ maintained in freshness, corresponding really with the Lords supper. The men of Judah delivered Samson over to the enemy, and then it says, When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him. And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and the cords that were on his arms became as threads of flax that are burned with fire (verse 14). All this would be overwhelming to the Philistines. What is all this? Samson is really an enigma because he is a nazarite. The secret of God was with him. It is a question of the elimination of natural stimulants. We have the secret of God by the Spirit. They never could understand it. Samsons life is a hidden matter. The things of God are revealed by the Spirit, and as having the Spirit, believers have the mind of Christ. Paul says, so that real christians can understand. And his bands loosed from off his hands. And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand and took it, and slew with it a thousand men (verse 15). It is not merely a new one but a fresh one. I suppose it means the death of the Lord Jesus maintained in freshness, and this by the Spirit. It is thus as fresh to faith as it was when He died. It is the same thing to faith  the freshness of that precious death of Jesus. The jawbone would mean that Samson had been assimilating. He was in the rock, the place of security, before it had happened, we are told. So that he would be assimilating the precious thoughts of Christs death. The jawbone in the sacrifices, belonged to the priests (Deuteronomy 18: 3). It is the means of chewing food properly. The appropriation and assimilation of Christ, as in John 6, enters into all this. 

     And Samson said, 
With the jawbone of an ass, a heap, two heaps, 
With the jawbone of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 
 

    That is in poetry, meaning victory too; the Spirit of God is acting on his mind and affections, so that he is putting the victory into beautiful words for us to retain. 

    Then he becomes exhausted, showing that he is a real man like ourselves in that sense. We do get exhausted, and thus need refreshment. And if the secrecy of nazariteship is to continue, and the power of God is to continue against the enemy, then there must be the spring, and God provides that. And he was very thirsty, and called on Jehovah, and said, Thou hast given by the hand of thy servant this great deliverance, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? And God clave the hollow rock which was in Lehi, and water came out of it. And he drank, and his spirit came again, and he revived. Therefore its name was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day (verses 18, 19). En-hakkore means the callers spring. That Samsons judgeship in the days of the Philistines twenty years is placed here in the history, would be to distinguish it by the great event of the jawbone and the spring  it enabled him to continue. The period of his service is also mentioned after his death, with no reference to the Philistines. 

    JSIs it the secret of assimilating here? We might come to a reading and get no good from it because we do not assimilate the food afforded. 

    JTThat is right; and then there is the spring for refreshment, so as to continue in the power that belongs to nazariteship. 

    ABPIs that an added thought to the Spirit of Jehovah moving him inwardly? 

    JTWell, there is renewal, as Paul says, the renewal of the Holy Spirit. This continues. You realise it; the Spirit comes in in peculiar freshness and power in an emergency. It does not mean the christian would ever lose the presence of the Spirit, but he may lose the sense of it, and feel weak, and God refreshes him. It is the callers spring. You know where to go for support. The Spirit joins also its help to our weakness, Romans 8: 26. 

    GATHad you any thought of his throwing the jawbone away? 

    JTI think it would be that you do not repeat that again. You do not use the same ministry word for word, as having taken on an historical character. If the word has taken on an historical character, it is finished. Others may use it in another way; but that is what is meant, I think. It goes with the idea of freshness in the jawbone. You still keep on masticating, and hence have fresh material in view of further ministry or conflict. 

    JSYou would avoid stock sermons. 

    CHHWould there be any similarity in this to what we get in 2 Corinthians, where the apostle Paul defeats the Philistine element, and then he is refreshed in his spirit by the coming of Titus, after the victory over what was attacking the assembly at Corinth? 

    JTJust so; also, he says to Philemon, The bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother, (verse 7). But then it is God doing that here; the believer knowing where he can turn. The power of continuance is in the Spirit. 

    QuesThe Bereans searched out the Scriptures. Does that enter into this matter of assimilation? 

    JTThey would verify things. They did not swallow them without masticating them. The jawbone and the maw were given to the priest. The jawbone is for mastication, and the maw for digestion or assimilation. That is what marks the priest; that he may stand to serve in the name of Jehovah, he and his sons continually, Deuteronomy 18: 3 - 5. 

    WWMWould the putting aside of the jawbone correspond in thought with the manna which was not to be kept to the morning? It was to be fresh each morning. 

    JTThat is the idea. 

    ABPWe should not hesitate to use the same scripture time and time again, should we? 

    JTIf we could not re-use Scripture, we would need more than one Bible. 

    ABPIt would be terrible assumption for us to think that we had gotten all out of a scripture and could not use it again. 

    JTThat would never do. The more you look into any given scripture, and use it, the more it yields. 

    AATWhat did you have in mind about David and the well of Bethlehem? 

    JTThat is the next thing. David comes into view now. He stands in relation to the marital matter. Abigail is an outstanding type of the assembly. It is important to keep that in mind. As to the associations at Bethlehem, and the wifely relation entering into it, 

    it is first mentioned in relation to Rachel, the first love of Jacob. Rachel died there; a most touching matter. So that evidently we are to think of the Lord Jesus here and certain reflections that He must have in regard to earlier events. What occasions of joy in the history of the assembly! And what occasions of sorrow, too! The ecclesiastical gospel is Matthew, and it begins with Rachel weeping for her children (chapter 2: 18). 

    ANWThe Philistines again are in the way here; they still obstruct. 

    JTDavid defeats them wholly; he subdues them. These mighty men were used in this. But why should he be so concerned about that well? His boyhood, perhaps, centred in it, with its associations and affections; but then, in a wider way, Rachels sepulchre; her death at the birth of Benjamin, and his own ancestry from Boaz and Ruth down to Jesse resided there, whom Jehovah calls, Jesse the Bethlehemite. Later, Bethlehem is called the city of David. I think the Lord would bring before us what occasions the joy and sorrow of His heart. It is a question today as to whether there is anything to minister refreshment to Him from it. Can we stop to think of what sorrows and joys the Lord has experienced since Pentecost? Can we go back to the history of the assembly in Palestine, Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, Spain, France, and England? What experiences the Lord has had in all that history! Can we think with Him, and is there any little power to break through and secure for Him some refreshment? Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate! 2 Samuel 23: 15. How sorrowful it was that the garrison of the Philistines was there! But the well, peculiarly known to David, was there. Can anyone give him to drink of it now? Think of the sorrows in our own time through persons who have turned away! They are held by the Philistines. Can the Lord secure refreshment from them again? 

    CAHWould it have some answer in the revival under Ezra? Some wept when they remembered the glory of the first house. 

    JTYes, that sort of thing. I often think of the Lord thus. How can He but remember the first love of Ephesus! He could never forget that. What times He had at Ephesus! Here David is thinking of this well. The Philistine garrison is there, and he wants to drink water out of that well, and he gets it through the devoted affection of the three mighty men. 

    LESOh that my head were waters, and mine eye a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people! Oh that I had in the wilderness a travellers lodging-place, that I might leave my people, and go away from them! Jeremiah 9: 1, 2. That would be the idea, would it not? 

    JTYes; it is very beautiful to link the weeping saints of the Old Testament with the weeping saints of the New and see them all centre in Christ. And the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David; however he would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah. And he said, Be it far from me. Jehovah, that I should do this thing! is it not the blood of the men that went at the risk of their lives? Therefore he would not drink it. These things did the three mighty men, 2 Samuel 23: 16, 17. So that not only David  typically Christ  is refreshed, but God is refreshed. It is the passing on of great spiritual exploits in their fulness to God. 
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    THE KINGDOM MEETING PRESENT CONDITIONS (JT 54)

    Revelation 1:4 - 6; Judges 15:17 - 20

    I have in mind the thought of kingdom and I turned to Revelation because it speaks of the saints as made a kingdom, and I began to read with the fourth verse of this chapter because in it John addresses the seven assemblies. In his address he tells us that Christ has made us a kingdom and priests unto His God and Father. You will observe that John in his addresses to the seven assemblies speaks of Christ as having loved us. There is not a great deal said in this book of Revelation of Christs love for us but it is spoken of in this paragraph, the first mark as to it that the Lord Jesus has washed us from our sins in His own blood and that He has loved us. It is a limited thought, that is, the persons involved are those addressed as the assemblies. The assembly is in mind, those who form it. The assembly itself is treated more accurately and pointedly and fully in the apostolic epistles, especially Pauls, and there he tells us that Christ loved the assembly and gave Himself for it. This statement in Revelation 1 is not so full, not so feeling, not so suggestive of His own relation with the assembly, His own special relation with it. It is rather the saints as we are now in this very place and universally viewed as loved by the Lord, loved in divided conditions, alas, loved in defiling conditions, loved, we may say, in incongruous conditions, but nevertheless loved to the extent that we are washed from our sins and made a kingdom. These are two most important facts relative to us in these present circumstances, that is to say, as loved by Christ, washed from our sins in His own blood and then made a kingdom and then made priests to His God and Father. 

    Now we might have thought that if the prophet John were to touch on anything the Lord made, if he were speaking of the assembly he would speak of it as made by Him, or rather in His own language as built by Him. But here John is not saying that. Nevertheless, he is speaking to the assemblies what he has in mind and surely he has not forgotten that the assembly was built by Christ. The building of it stands in other relations than that of washing from our sins. It is in relation to revelation, not such as is seen in this book, the name of which is Revelation, but revelation by the Father to Peter. It is in that setting that it is built. That is to say, it is a final and primal matter. The assembly as in Matthew 16 is a primary matter, one issuing forth in relation to the Fathers revelation spoken of by Christ in that setting. It is a final matter, it is an eternal matter; and it is said to be Christs assembly. It is Gods, too, of course, but it is there said to be Christs assembly. My assembly, the Lord says. Now that is not mentioned here. This setting is not equal to it. Truths are seen in their own settings, an important thought in the Scriptures  the settings in which things are found. The assembly is not viewed as built by Christ in this passage. Instead of that we have the statement that the Lord has made us something, not the final or permanent thought but the provisional one. You are needed on account of emergencies in the history of the assembly. There are many things attributed to the Lord in this provisional dispensation presented to us as each is peculiarly arising from His own thoughts and forethoughts, arising from His own wisdom. They are just provisional, but nevertheless they are provisions of love. What may last a year or a century of this kind will do its work, but it then comes to an end. There are many such things in the Scriptures. Samsons jawbone is not presented to us as anything made exactly, but it was found and Samsons needy hand found it  a jawbone, a fresh one. That is what the word signifies. It is a fresh jawbone but it was intended to be used, placed so a hand could take it and use it, but it is cast away. It is clear enough that it is not to be used again, but nevertheless it has done a wonderful work and has a place in spiritual poetry. 

    Now there are many such things that the Lord takes on. He is at the right hand of God, not yet on His own throne but on the Fathers throne, and the Fathers throne is a wide one, a great one, a divine one, but occupied provisionally. It was not made for the Son. It is the Fathers throne, but it is serving a wonderful purpose just now. Ones heart expands as one thinks of the Lord on such a throne. How far-reaching His activities are! How resultful! How He can go over seas, mountains, and rivers and do what He will but in His provisional position in which the Fathers hand is seen. The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand (John 3:35). It is a position of great, infinite latitude. Well, now He acts to meet emergencies. I do not speak exactly of improvised things but of provisional things, and I referred to the kingdom here and that it is made by us. At least we compose it. The Lord has made us a kingdom. Those that deal particularly with dispensations treat of divine plans, long-thought-out plans, spoken of old; and the Lord coming on the scene, we might say, not provisionally but officially. The gospels present Christ coming in officially. Hence Matthew is the generation of Jesus Christ, not exactly that He was born of a certain family, but it is the generation of Jesus Christ. As Adam had a generation so has Christ. The gospels are on those lines, all on a wide, divine scheme, long-thought-out. Hence we have the kingdom of the heavens, the kingdom of God, the kingdom of the Father, but here we have the Lord through John speaking of saints, ourselves, those who form the seven assemblies which means those who are in responsible bodies on earth and that they are made a kingdom. 

    I hope I make clear, dear brethren, what is in mind and how even if it be an improvised thing, which I do not call it, it is One meeting an emergency. I do not conceive that the Lord has made us a kingdom with a view to our eternal condition. It is a provisional thing and arising from conditions, so that wherever the brethren are abstractly they have means of meeting lawlessness in themselves. They have means of putting things in order, of naming things, and placing each in its place. So the Lord Himself is operating in the midst of the brethren; He is not operating here in the kingdom, not viewing them as a kingdom, but themselves. He is seen in this chapter in the midst of the seven golden lamps. Now John is introduced to us in this first chapter, and we have to follow what he has to say. He will lead us in the way of the Apocalypse. He is not the apostle John here, but the prophet John, and he has all the features of a prophet. He is not in hairy garments or a leather girdle although they are features of a prophet. John is without these features. He is, however, here as the one that the Lord selected to bring into the secret of the Apocalypse, Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified it, sending by his angel, to his bondman John, who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. That is to say, John comes into this as a reliable, loved man. The existence of the Apocalypse would be an impossibility morally without love, not only love in Christ but love in John. There was love in John and John was loved so that the Apocalypse has become a possibility, a great instrument for the illumination of the saints, indeed, in view of the last days and in view of the coming days in which, as we have already seen, Elijah will have his part, and also the ministry of a man like John the baptist. Persons impersonating him will be active in the days contemplated in the Apocalypse. The word is revelation really, but it is an unveiling of things that have been hidden, that no human skill or ability or research can meet. It is something that is divinely hidden and what is divinely hidden cannot be exposed. The Apocalypse is something unveiled and John is in the very midst of the thing, in the very forefront, on the title page, one who was loved by the Lord Jesus Christ and who immediately tells us of the Lord Jesus as our great Lover. It is not an Ephesian feature, but He has washed us from our sins in His own blood and consequent on that made us provisionally a kingdom; as if He were to say to us at any given place or any given time: I know you have the fundamentals, I know you have the principles, I know you have the Scriptures, and I know you read them. I know you have the Bible readings, the ministry meetings, but what you are lacking in is that you have not got the kingdom. You are not a kingdom, and things are not attended to. Lawlessness has become more or less rampant. The Lord would say that to us, and in order to meet this He is setting you up authoritatively as a kingdom. How long it will last is not stated, but the thing is existing. It is constituted as a provisional thing to meet an emergency. The Lord is saying to us at the very outset, I am giving you My bondman John whom I have long known and loved, whom the Spirit has called or designated the disciple whom Jesus loved. I have called him into this. I have not given up the great platform on which I began the great official features of My ministry in the gospels. I have employed him to write the gospel, but I am introducing him here. There is no gospel like it. I have employed Mark to write a gospel; I have employed Luke and Matthew  all these great books have in mind My official state, duties, and functions, but in the meantime things have not gone well. That is what stands on the title page really of this book called the Revelation of Jesus Christ. It was a revelation to Him. You say a revelation to Jesus? Yes. Of course, Jesus reveals Himself. He is divine; He is God; but He is also a servant. Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him. It is as if the Father is thoroughly with the Son in all His operations of love; The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand. The Father is with the Son. In fact, He has translated all the loved ones into the kingdom of the Son of His love. That is a wonderful kingdom. I would say that is one of the things that stand. It is a love matter, a great matter, but a love matter in the sense of being a kingdom. 

    Now the Lord would speak in this way at any given time from the beginning of the failure of the assembly. He would say things are not just going right. There is much lawlessness; indeed, in this very Apocalypse he tells us in his message to Thyatira, These things says the Son of God, he that has his eyes as a flame of fire (Revelation 2:18). He has good things to say to Thyatira. It is one of the seven assemblies in Asia. You say, why should Asia be singled out? It is not all the great continent of Asia, but a province of Asia. It is a question of sovereign selection. The Lord had gone far afield from Palestine. I have referred already to seas, rivers, mountains, and oceans. The Lord can go across them. He does it in love to visit the brethren, but He also has in mind the geographical position of the assemblies. I might say that that could be easily defined. The position of the assembly is pretty well limited; to go to China to find anything corresponding to it is very questionable. The Lord has not gone into that area to lay His foundation plans, His beautifying, architectural plans. He has made His own selection. I am only touching on that to see the position that is in Asia. The assembly of Thyatira was in it and the Lord says to that assembly after saying all He could in favour of it, I have against thee that thou permittest the woman Jezebel. Well, that opens up a wide history, and the Lord has His own way of opening up wide veins of history. He brings in Elijah. Elijah had to do with Jezebel, and Christ had to do with Jezebel, and so should we today. Jezebel hated Elijah and would have destroyed him from the earth, but God has raised up barriers against her. The word woman in Revelation 2:20 is really wife; that is to say, the wifely element in the local assembly. The woman having acquired the place of a wife really alludes to Ahab, Jezebel being his wife. The Lord is not saying anything to Ahab, not bringing so much against him. He had to do with Ahab as Jehovah. One remarkable thing in the history is that in spite of his wickedness and Jezebels wickedness Jehovah used Ahab to give Him great military triumphs for the sake of Israel. But He did not use Jezebel. Never would He use Jezebel. So He says, I have against thee that thou permittest the woman Jezebel, and then He tells them why. I am bringing all that in because of this matter of kingdom, that it requires the power of kingdom to deal with Jezebel and that power of kingdom was put in the hands of Jehu who did well in using it. 

    So, dear brethren, if this emergency has arisen, if there are any lawless activities in a universal sense or in a local sense, the Lord would say I will improvise something to meet this evil condition that has arisen. But He will use you. He will make you meet the thing; you do not have to invoke the authorities. He will put it into your own hands, and He will make it official. Matthew 18 may be introduced in this respect. The Lord contemplates a man who trespassed against his brother. He has to add the fifth part according to the law of Leviticus, but this new kingdom the Lord has improvised, so to speak, will not bring in a new law. It will use the old laws. They are not abnegated, not one jot or tittle, they will stand. But it is a question of where they stand. It is a question of who can handle them or enforce them, or have we to go by the board? Is there no power of enforcement? Certainly. The Lord says, I do not ask you to move into the Fathers kingdom, or the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love, but what I am improvising now is as authoritative and effective as the first one, the kingdom of God, the kingdom of the heavens, the kingdom of the Son of the Fathers love. And so we see Matthew 18. You say, I am going to tear it out of the book. No, the book must stand. This whole book of the Apocalypse must stand. No one must tear any verse out of it. Woe be to any who does! His part will be taken out of the tree of life. So Matthew 18 is inviolate. All the power of the kingdom is just put behind Matthew 18 to meet this trespasser, to deal with him or how many there may be of them. 

    That trespasser may be a sister. I am not now bringing in the word Jezebel, but it is remarkable that it comes in in Thyatira and she is there as a wife. Single sisters are not intended to be dominant in the assembly. It was never in the divine intent that they should be dominant. There should be single sisters, of course, and the best of them are single, at least as far as my observation goes. The very best women that one has known have been single, and yet they are not all to be single. In fact, they are enjoined to marry under certain circumstances. I am now speaking of the possibility of trespass and how it is to be met where you have, maybe, single sisters. 

    I am only using the word sisters. Paul uses it and he speaks to young men, too, in view of marriage. They are to marry sisters, not women, but sisters. No others. That is to say, they are to function as sisters first, to learn chastity, to be chaste virgins to Christ. That is all that is in mind as to the marital matter. The first point as to a sister is how she has been in her sisterhood, whether she can get on singly and function in that way. The husbands will come for such, that is, if they are divinely ordered and directed by God. If they are divinely ordered and controlled, they will come that way as they did of old. The family of Abraham went a long way to get a wife, but they went under divine direction. The result was satisfactory according to God. We need the part of the chapter that deals with trespass. The chapter includes, in the phraseology of it, severity. The man is going to be dealt with. Trespass is not going to be trifled with whether it be a brother or a sister but where there is trespass in this sense it will arise from persons, from sisters who have distinguished husbands. The more distinguished my husband is, if I am unspiritual, the more likely I am to say things that I have no licence to say at all. I am sheltering under the distinction of my husband, under the place he has. That is the reason I brought in Thyatira. Lydia came from there. How different she is from Jezebel. Jezebel is said to be there, too. Would she have anything to do with her? No, I am certain she would not. Lydia was one whose heart the Lord opened. He had the means of opening her heart to attend to the things spoken by Paul. So we have a wonderful sister, and presently a wonderful brother in Philippi. I will place Philippi over against Thyatira. Lydia was in Thyatira, but she is now in Philippi and she had a house. There is no reference to a husband at all with her, but she had a house. It does not say she had a family; it is a house, and she opened that house to the apostle Paul and his company. 

    Now these occasions that we are in tonight include a sort of youthful department. That department functions or operates after dark, so to speak. It is a young peoples department and I am not so sure there is much in it. I am afraid of it. The older sisters and older brothers are not essential to it in the eyes and judgment of the leaders of it. What there is of God nominally to which experience is not essential is to be watched. Now I am moving from place to place without making any effort to regularity, but it is a question of putting the truth before the brethren. Lydia was no trespasser, but she was a householder. Nor was there any idea of her house being open especially to young people. It is open to Paul and his company, those who were working with him. 

    Now coming back to Thyatira and to verse 6 of our chapter, made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, the Lord would say I have constituted you. I am referring now to any opposition of the Lord coming into a local position with His eyes as a flame of fire or maybe with doves eyes, but He is coming in anyway as with liberty to come. He may come in with eyes as a flame of fire, and He would say I am not going to stay. Although He is on His Fathers throne, He is not on His own throne, nor has He judged the world yet, nor bringing in everlasting righteousness yet, but He is doing much and among them are dealings with trespasses that require law and require us. These great things are still ahead. They are still pending, but He is doing much and among them are the dealings with trespasses. They require law and a court-house and a police force. That is Matthew 18. So the Lord says, I am here today. It may come out in the ministry meeting, the Bible reading, address, or the gospel. The Lord may say, things are not just as I wish them and I am going to give you authority, to constitute you officially to deal with things that are not right. He has made us a kingdom, but not only that, He has made us priests; if we attempt to exercise kingdom without the power of a priest we will make a mess of it and judgment will fall to the ground. That is why I read in Judges. I brought Samson in because he accomplished a great victory with a jawbone of an ass, but the jawbone is cast away. You do not find it is future armoury; it is cast away. When he finished speaking, he began to be thirsty. If I sit on the bench thirsty, I will not render right judgment. I will put the laws in the wrong places, and so it is said that Samson asked God about the thirst. He said I am going to die. He had a true judgment of his state in spite of his great victory  a thousand men slain with the jawbone of an ass. God stood by His servant, and He will in these critical times where judgment and eldership is necessary. God would stand by us. God would say to elders, if there are any in a gathering and I hope there are, you will get thirsty. You may accomplish great things, give good addresses, take long meetings, get good recommendations, but then you may be thirsty and your successes will stop. They will come to an end. You do not go to any more ministry meetings or give any more addresses until your thirst is slackened. God is God and will never forsake His servants. He clave the hollow place that is in Lehi and the water came forth for Samson. It does not say he smote it. We have the smiting of the rock in Exodus by divine direction, by the rod of Aaron, a most solemn and official matter; God Himself is there to see it done. He says I will be there with you when the rock is smitten, but now God clave the rock in Lehi and the water was there. It was God providing for the thirst that had arisen in his victorious servant. Victory would soon die without the water, and so I close with the question of the Spirit. I have touched on many points, but the necessary touch is to make the address have a point to it, and the water is necessary to constitute the servant to do something needed again. There are no more thousands of Philistines to be slain; there are, but it is not now given to do that. He is going to do it later in another way, but what is needed is the great thing that God had invested Samson with  twenty years of judgment. He judged Israel twenty years. That is brought in twice in the history, and it is brought in in this chapter where he was thirsty and is given drink by God. What an affecting thing that God did it! How did He cleave the rock of Lehi? It is said to be hollow and you might say that is easier than a solid. Nevertheless, it had to be done and God did it, and the water was just there as it was in Exodus 17. God did it. You may say it was easier than what Moses did; it had to be done but God did it, not only to meet this difficulty, but that His servant might continue to judge. That is what is needed  to judge things in our houses that are not right, and God will be with us and enable us to do it so that it is a finished matter. The people of Israel cannot say just what they like. God is against that. So it is that God has provided for the thirst and we have a judge from that time on. He judged Israel for twenty years. In a certain sense I would say it was greater than the slaying of the thousand men to have a man day in and day out judging Israel, and whatever he finds wrong in his house he will say it is wrong and deal with it. So it is in a thousand things that have happened. The Lord has inaugurated in a locality, in a mans house, the idea of kingdom. It is operative, and so judgment goes on for twenty years or however many years remained of the twenty after this matter of Lehi. 

    So it is that I have connected Judges with the passage in Revelation. The Lord brings in such conditions so that things are not allowed to go on unsettled, unfinished, so that we shall never hear of them again. Finished matters  that is Christianity. The Lord says, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it (John 17:4). Matters have to be not only settled but finished. They will come out in the millennium and the eternal state of things. Things will not only be settled but finished for ever. May God bless the word. 

    Pages 391 - 470  Righteousness. Readings at Minneapolis, 1943. (Volume 161). 
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    LITTLE THINGS (JR 1)

    Luke 12:32; Exodus 8:16-19; Numbers 23:10; Judges 16:22

    These scriptures present little things.  We were saying in the reading that we are living in a day of small things.  We are not in the time of public glory as was manifest at Pentecost when there were obvious signs operating and no one could question the results of the power of God; nor are we living in the time of the pristine glory of the assembly answering to Pauls ministry before the breakdown; nor are we even living in the time of the recovery when there was distinctive ministry which was recognised in Christendom; in fact we are living in a time when that ministry largely has been rejected and there has been great reduction in the number of those who answer to the truth.  We are living in remnant conditions, in a day of small things publicly, yet in a day of great spiritual possibilities. 

    In the first scripture read the Lord refers to His disciples as a little flock, which suggests the feature of outward defencelessness.  A little flock is defenceless; the protection of a flock depends on the shepherd.  The Lord says here, Fear not, little flock.  He said earlier, Consider the ravens ... God feeds them, Luke 12:24.  The context of the passage shows the Lords concern that His disciples should not be over-anxious about food and raiment  material things.  It is the over-anxiousness which the Lord is concerned about, lest they should be so anxious about these things that they should forget what we had last night as to what is more important.  Of course we are to be righteous; we have to see to our livelihoods; but that is not to be the first thing with us. 

    The Lord says here, Fear not, little flock.  There they were, a few disciples, and the Lord was about to leave them.  You will notice the mount of transfiguration is described in chapter 9 of the gospel of Luke and many chapters follow describing what took place in possibly only a very short time.  In chapter 9 the time of the Lords receiving up was in view, and the Lord is fortifying His disciples in the following chapters in view of His absence.  When the Lord was here He protected them; the little flock were safe when the Lord was here; but now He was going to leave them, and they would be suffering, outwardly defenceless against opposition and persecution.  The Lord says, Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom.  There is the kingdom, a whole order of things under God, in view of the support and the protection of this little flock.  There is our Father who is in the heavens, the Lord of heaven and earth; everything is under His control, and the objects of His chief interest are the little flock down here.  There is the Lord Jesus exalted, all power given to Him in heaven and on earth, and His chief interest is the little flock down here.  There is the presence of the Holy Spirit; there is the fellowship of one another, all such provision is involved in the kingdom, a divinely ordered arrangement of things for the support and protection of these few defenceless sheep. 

    He goes on to say in Luke 12:33, Sell what ye possess and give alms; make to yourselves purses which do not grow old, a treasure which does not fail in the heavens, where thief does not draw near nor moth destroy.  For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.  We are not to be over-occupied with things down here; as Paul says in Philippians, our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens, Philippians 3:20.  The next move from heaven is what we ought to be expecting.  The Lord Jesus is sitting with His Father in His throne; any moment He will rise from that seat and come for His own and everything here will be altered.  We have a whole kingdom to support us; the gates of hades cannot prevail against this kingdom.  The Lord would therefore as a true Shepherd comfort His little flock.  We sometimes speak about the smallness of numbers available, but very few were available in Luke 12; the Lord gathered very few comparatively in His three-and-a-half years of service; He was not popular.  We need to be preserved from desiring to be popular.  He gathered the little flock and He was the Shepherd; they were His chief interest down here.  Therefore there was an abundant answer to their defencelessness.  This little flock were the flock of the One who was crucified.  The Lord did not retaliate, He did not defend Himself, when reviled He reviled not again, when suffering He threatened not, 1 Peter 2:23.  The little flock are to be like Him, prepared to suffer; their defence does not depend on their own actions, but the Shepherd who was crucified Himself will defend and support them. 

    Now in Exodus you have little things in testimony.  The feature with these gnats is testimony.  The little flock is defenceless but cared for by divine protection, buFt the gnats suggest testimony.  They are very little things, you can hardly see them.  They are despised; I suppose in the creational order of things they would be of the least value, but they make their presence known, and felt, very much so.  You could not deny their presence.  That is like the believer in this world at the present time, it is the evidence of life.  We were speaking about Paul in that hall of audience in the midst of all the pomp and the men of distinction.  Luke uses language that would give us the atmosphere of that pompous company.  Then they sent for Paul the prisoner; he would be like a gnat in that company; nobody would rise up when a prisoner came in; they would all rise up when Agrippa came in, but not when Paul came in.  How would he look, I wonder?  There he was; did he not make his presence felt; did he not embarrass all that company? 

    The gnats were not withdrawn and there is no warning given as to them.  In other signs Moses was told to warn Pharaoh, but here they just appeared, and in other plagues things were withdrawn, but not here; they continued.  In previous plagues the sorcerers imitated; but they were not able to imitate life.  The testimony here is to life, of no account in mens reckoning but in powerful testimony which cannot be gainsaid.  It says that Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and smote the dust of the earth, and there arose gnats on man and on beast.  What beginnings!  dust; it is really life out of death; it is in principle resurrection life.  That is what the believer has; just as our Saviour is in life out of death, so the believer is quickened with Him, that is, made to live in His life, and that kind of life is to be in testimony down here.  It is not pompous, nor presumptuous; it is outwardly insignificant, yet there is powerful testimony, little things, but powerful in life.  It says, And the scribes did so with their sorceries, to bring forth gnats; but they could not... Then the scribes said to Pharaoh.  This is the finger of God! The finger of God suggests that the believer is in testimony in life down here. 

    Now in the book of Numbers Balaam is speaking; he was a man in whom there was no work of God, and yet under Gods control he said some wonderful things.  He says, Who can count the dust of Jacob?; it is not exactly the glory of Jacob, it is the dust of Jacob.  It no doubt would refer to the death of Jacob.  I believe it would have some bearing as to the death of Christ.  Who can count the dust of Jacob?  Who can reckon the great results from the death of Christ?  Think of the humiliating circumstances publicly in which Jesus died; hung upon a cross, men jeering at Him; there was not the slightest public evidence of God supporting Him.  During the first three hours of the Lords suffering, from the third to the sixth hour, in daylight, ignominy was hurled at Him.  It was public humiliation of the worst kind; it was the worst that men could do, with Satan behind them.  They said, He trusted upon God; let him save him now if he will have him, Matthew 27:43.  It was public humiliation of the worst kind, and there was no public evidence of God supporting Him, but think of the results of the dust of Jacob, the great results of the death of Christ!  There was never anything so humiliating as that which Jesus suffered  but what great results!  Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel?  Let my soul die the death of the righteous.  Balaam did not die thus, but Jesus died the death of the righteous.  Who can reckon the great results from it?  In his humiliation, the prophet said, his judgment has been taken away, Acts 8:33.  We will be strengthened in the conditions of humiliation and reproach in which we are as we think of the humiliating circumstances in which Jesus was found.  This should encourage us. 

    Now in the last scripture, in Judges, we have Samson, also in humiliating circumstances.  How did he come into these circumstances?  Who was the cause of it?  He was the cause.  Samsons own failure was the reason for his being found in such humiliating circumstances.  This has a bearing on ourselves.  Much that we suffer in humiliation is not the reproach of the Christ, but reproach which we have brought upon ourselves because of certain departure from the truth, certain extremes which marked us which we have faced and judged, yet some governmental result remains, just as with Samson here.  There were two men in the Old Testament who suffered for their own sins; one was David and the other was Samson, and it is a comfort to read the histories of these men because they have a bearing on our own time.  Delilah tempted Samson and the amazing thing was he knew he was being tempted, he knew what her object was, and yet he succumbed, he disclosed the secret he had with God.  He thought, I will go out as at other times before, and disengage myself.  And he knew not that Jehovah had departed from him, Judg 16:20.  What a sad situation!  The Philistines seized him, put out his eyes, brought him down to Gazah and bound him with fetters of bronze, and he had to grind in the prison-house.  But, it says, the hair of his head began to grow; it is life in humiliating circumstances; it is life in smallness.  Previously Samson could speak about the seven locks of his head; he cannot speak here about the seven locks of his head; But the hair of his head began to grow, and this is the kind of day we are in.  There is not much to make an impact on Christendom, but there is to be reality and revival and a little power.  Samson in the end slew more Philistines than in all his life. 

    That is all I have to say.  Do not let us bemoan too much the littleness of things; let us realise what God can do with little things.  The little flock so precious to Him, persons who are true to the principles of the assembly, are of special interest to heaven.  Let us continue in the testimony in life and let us not be discouraged by outward circumstances, or by fewness of numbers.  Let us be real and maintain what is true to the Lord Jesus until He come, for His Names sake. 

  

  
    LIFE EXPRESSED (JT 30)
    

    
    
  
  
    LIFE EXPRESSED (JT 30)

    2 Corinthians 4:10 - 12; Numbers 19:1 - 13; 2 Samuel 10:4,5; Judges 16:22

    In reading these scriptures I have been thinking about life. 2 Corinthians speaks of it in a peculiar way, that is, in its workings in the ministers  workings through sufferings. Note, too, life works not only in the person or persons experiencing the sufferings, but in the saints generally, showing how intimately bound up we are and how in the acceptance of suffering we gain the means of helping the saints  a service which is within the reach of all. Death works in us, the apostle says, but life in you. His great thought was the manifestation of the life of Jesus, first in his body, meaning the vessel  as he describes it earlier, the earthen vessel  and then in his mortal flesh. Life is manifested in these two ways, in the body that is in the vessel suggestive of a whole idea (it is worked out in the members, involving our intelligence and the use made of the members, underlying which is the teaching of Romans), and then in the mortal flesh, that even that should be adorned by the manifestation of the life of Jesus. This is set down in this letter, so full of the apostles personal affection for his brethren at Corinth  another great feature. His heart was enlarged and his mouth was opened to them so that the life of Jesus should find a place amongst them. 

    Now in saying this, I have particularly in view to dwell upon the chapter in Numbers, because it is intended to keep this spiritual life, which we come into by the Holy Spirit, pure, and to keep those who possess it free from the tinge of the world. Hence the Lord Jesus is brought before us in this passage under the figure of a red heifer  an unique and peculiar kind of sacrifice, set out in a similar way to that to which I have been alluding in Corinthians. It comes in after the great manifestation of life in the book of Numbers  a life that developed in the sanctuary. It developed fully overnight, as before God. It was a miraculous development, nevertheless it was in perfect order, in the order in which the life, the perfect life, should appear. I refer to the staff of Aaron. Aaron was of the tribe of Levi, and his name was written upon the staff of Levi. The saints viewed in that family typically thus are brought into evidence as living through Christ. It is in him; that is the great principle, In him was life, we are told, and the life was the light of men, John 1:4. But the twelve staves were laid up together, the staff for the levites with the others, and overnight the life developed, so that there was no question about it, and the rebels were silenced. We are reminded thus of the only sure way, the only way of meeting current darkness and opposition. 

    The book of Genesis, which has been singled out for many years past by leading opposers of the truth as an object of attack, develops what I have been speaking of  the idea of life in its own order. Like all scripture that book was written for us, that is to say, for those who have the Spirit of God. Christians normally are never viewed as in the nursery. When, the fulness of time had come, the nursery stage had passed away. We have arrived at sonship. Galatians 4 says, That we might receive sonship. But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Galatians 4:6. Thus you have a people potentially matured, equal to understanding things as Christ understands them, for as we read, we have the mind [the thinking faculty] of Christ, 1 Corinthians 2:16. It is to such that the Scriptures are addressed. It was understood by the Old Testament writers that the things which they ministered, they did not minister to themselves, but to us (see 1 Peter 1:11,12); that is, to those who had the gospel preached to them by the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. The Spirit come down from heaven is engaged in that way, as the scriptures of old too announced the gospel, and announced it to such a man as Abraham. The scriptures, therefore, are intended for Christians  for matured people, who have the means, in the possession of the Spirit, of understanding, and so we understand Genesis, and only thus. 

    The Lord Himself, in view of all this, as we are told, opened their understanding that they might understand the scriptures. Luke 24:4. He says to them, thus it is written. It is that we might understand the Scriptures, and hence this question of life, as I said, in its own order. Whatever it be, whatever order may mark any given life, it is true to itself. Thus it is that the rod of Aaron, representing Levi, developed life in its own order. Now that life is in Christ risen. It was ever in Him, but it is for us in Christ risen; in him was life, John 1:4 but it is made available to us now. So chapters 18, 19 and 20 of Numbers have to do with this great question of life; it is to govern all administrative dealings. Take the rod, Jehovah said to Moses, that is to say, Aarons rod, the one that budded, and speak to the rock. Numbers 20:8. We have no punitive idea in this section with regard to the rock; it is a question of life. Christ is risen, and we are in the environment of life, we have part in it. 

    And so the great subject of priesthood and levitical service is carried forward in chapter 18, and then the use of the rod in chapter 20, but in between there is chapter 19, showing that this precious life in us must not be marred or coloured by the world. Hence we have the Lord presented to us in type as a red heifer, without spot or blemish, as we are told, and who never came under the yoke. Why should the sons of God come under the yoke of this world? It is a challenge to every one of us. Why should we? To say the least it is beneath our dignity. And so the Lord is set before us here in that character  the female  offering  a sin-offering, showing that what we may think is trifling, God looks at from a different standpoint. Because this chapter is not dealing with what we speak of as committed sins, but with contaminating influences. God looks at these in their own innate and hideous character. And so whilst the fullest room is made for the outgoing of our affections, for the heifer suggests not only affection, but ardent affection, there is provision made that in the exercise of this we should be saved from the contaminating influence of sin. It is not the open committal of it that the chapter deals with, but what is in question, as I said, is the contaminating influence of the thing. The character of the type means that Christ was entirely, absolutely, infinitely different from the life of flesh of man in this world. 

    Red is a striking colour, as we all know; it attracts the eye, and that is what marked the Lord Jesus. He was full of holy feelings and compassions; never allowing need to go unmet, yet infinitely free from every taint of this world. He was in no way narrow. As a matter of fact, those who are narrow spiritually are those who are worldly, although they may think they are broad-minded. The Corinthians were worldly, and they were narrowed up, as the apostle tells them, and he says to them, Now for a recompense in the same ... be ye also enlarged, 2 Corinthians 6:13. The Lord, however, was never narrowed up, but He was infinitely apart from the world. It is in that light He is presented here as a sacrifice, an offering for sin, but He was wholly different. 

    Now what develops in the chapter is that Eleazar is the officiating priest, meaning that contact with the world requires this, that is, priestly service is marked by the energy of the Spirit. It is not a question of sins committed, or of open identification with sins; it is a question of coming under the influence of something with which perhaps primarily you have nothing to do, such as a man dying suddenly in a tent by you. You come under the influence of the thing and it contaminates you. Whether it be in the home, the office, or in the school, the thing is insidious and contaminating. That is what the chapter deals with. 

    Eleazar refers to spiritual instincts developed amongst the saints of God; it is not Aaron here but Eleazar; he has a peculiar place in this book. Nadab and Abihu were his elders, but they died through offering strange fire, and so Eleazar and Ithamar remain. That is in Leviticus. They make a poor showing in Leviticus, but in Numbers Eleazar shines. He was the overseer of the tabernacle, he was set over it; he had charge of the oil and of the precious things in connection with the tabernacle. And then it is said of him that he was the prince of the princes of the Levites, Numbers 3:32 so that you can see what a place he has in the priesthood, not merely in an official sense but in an active sense. He was a man thoroughly conversant with all that was going on amongst the people of God in the sanctuary and outside amongst the Levites. The saving feature amongst us is that of detecting and discerning, and exposing the contaminating influence of sin. This is soon discerned amongst the spiritual. You may be able to say the same things, give out the same hymns, but the spiritual discern that you have come under some damaging influence. You are dulled; you are not what you were; you have become assimilated to the world. The sin in the chapter is not that; it is not dealt with in that way. It is sin, of course, and that is a serious matter, but the more serious matter is that being defiled you do not use what God has 

    provided for your cleansing, so that you should come back into correspondence with Christ  the life of Jesus. 

    You see how much is made of the effect of this procedure. In the type the priest himself is defiled; the man who burns the ashes of the heifer is defiled, and he who gathers up the ashes is defiled. God is thus impressing upon us what He thinks of sin, and that unless we utilise what is provided in the death of Christ for our cleansing, we shall be cut off as unfit for the fellowship of the people of God. The blood is only applied once; it is not applied here to the people; it is for God. It is sprinkled seven times directly before the tent of meeting; that is to say, it is to maintain us as before God, in communion with Him. It is the water that is the important feature in detail, that is, the running water allied with the ashes is the only means whereby we are preserved in keeping with Christ as seen in the red heifer, and neglect of using it constitutes us unfit for the congregation  a most serious matter. 

    I have dwelt on this at length because it lies at the bottom of the assimilation to the world, which is so prevalent amongst the people of God. We are enjoined not to be conformed to the world, but to be transformed. It is a transformation that is needed; the passing over from similarity to the world to correspondence with Christ. 

    Now having said so much about this chapter, I want to touch on the other two passages which show how the life manifests itself, first as under reproach, for we come under reproach in witnessing for Christ, as Paul came under it at Corinth. The second epistle shows how the life is to appear, that is to say, speaking figuratively, how the beard grew, for so I have ventured to connect the passage in Samuel with this thought. You will remember how the messengers of David were sent to the king of the children of Ammon, 

    and what a reception they received. We are reminded of what is involved in representing Christ; He would show kindness, and He is not going to be turned aside whatever men do. Whatever may be done to His servants, the dispensation goes on, and our point is to be in keeping with it. We need to know how to manifest the unfailing presence of this vital principle in spite of the severest opposition and reproach. Think of having half of ones beard shaved off! What reproach! They were ashamed, and rightly. How little we know of what it is to be put to shame in connection with the testimony of Christ! 

    But I would refer now to the growth, as to whether there is this growth of hair, involving personal beautification, or whether there is some naughty manifestation of the flesh under these circumstances. It is a question of my representation of the King. We represent a great personage, One who has authority  Christ Jesus the Lord, as the apostle says. The Lord  we represent Him, and He is mindful of us. You will observe there is nothing said about re-clothing the men, although their clothing was also cut by the king of Ammon. It is not a question of the clothing, but of the evidence of the power of life in these circumstances. Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown was the order of the king. He will deal with the children of Ammon, but for the moment it is a question of grace to those who had come under reproach; he would show kindness to them, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown. That has to be accepted. What comfort was there at Jericho? Who can say? It was not noted for that. Jericho had its own spiritual significance, it was the city of the curse. Christ was there. We know how He entered and passed through it; how well He knew it, and in His own parable (Luke 10) He represents Himself as journeying down there. Tarry there, is the order of the king. 

    There is no possibility of our being of use to the king in this service save as we accept the shame indicated here, and accept his word to tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown. The king might have sent raiment, but the beard must be the result of growth  the manifestation of life, but life which in result beautifies the person. The Lord would have us to remain there rather than go back to the city with our beards off. It is a humbling process, but a most educative and salutary one. You can understand what such an experience meant for these men, and how many days or weeks were required for the beards to grow. They would be reminded of the power of life: the Spirit is life. Romans 8:10. It is a question of making room for the Spirit, instead of in these circumstances giving way to the naughty querulousness of the flesh. In such an event our patience is tested. We must tarry at Jericho until our beards be grown; it is the order of the king. 

    I will pass on now to the last scripture. I wish to show how the same principle works out under the governmental dealings of God. No doubt Samson is a type of the assembly as set apart. He had taken a Nazarites vow. His hair grew, and the secret of his strength lay there, but he divulged the secret, and in the loss of his hair he became weak as any other man. What a sorry picture! that the great oppressor of the Philistines should be in their hands through the divulging of the secret. He is grinding in the prison-house, but with all that there is the latent life, for the Holy Spirit says, The hair of his head began to grow. That was the portent for the overthrow of the world. It is a question, therefore, of suffering under the government of God, which applies to us collectively; we cannot evade that. The accumulated guilt of the public assembly ever remains, and not one of us can escape the consequences. As to the general position, the government of God holds. The way out is in the development of life. Thank God, the Holy Spirit remains here and is operating in a little way, but enough to indicate that the end is near, that the overthrow of this world is near. The power that worketh in us Ephesians 3:20 is the same which will overthrow this world. Presently the world will be overthrown by the power that works in us. Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. John 4:4 But the point is that Samsons hair begins to grow, that is, there is a little evidence of life. It is not a question of light. Light is of all moment, surely; it precedes life, but the point here is life. We have light, thank God! but the great effect is in life, that is to say, the evidence of it in the growth of hair as in these passages. I do not say it applies in every passage where hair is mentioned, but undoubtedly here it is an allusion to the development of life. Samsons hair began to grow, and so presently he has power to pull down the world. A marvellous suggestion! We are nearing the time, dear brethren, when the world is going to come down. The Lord said, Now is the judgment of this world. John 12:31. The judgment of it is already announced, and the Holy Spirit has brought in the demonstration of its guilt. Its prince is about to be overthrown literally, and by the very power that is working in us; hence the obvious obligation for the development of life  the growth of the hair. Samsons hair began to grow; he is led to the pillars of the house and all comes down. It is the mighty power of God; a marvellous thing, but it is according to the power that worketh in us. We often ask in our prayers for things, but what we get is always according to the power that works in us. There has been no power added since Pentecost. All that we get is according to the power that works in us, and that power shows itself, as I said, in the growth of hair, where it had been shaved off through the giving away of the secret. 

    May God help us, therefore, to come to this point  the manifestation of the life of Jesus. What delights the heart of God as He looks down on this world is a saint in whom is the manifestation of the life of Jesus, first in his body, that is to say, in the vessel, and then in his mortal flesh, so that, as the apostle says, death works in us, but life in you. 
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    WHAT GOD CAN DO THROUGH ONE BELIEVER (JT 44)

    Romans 7: 25; Jeremiah 1: 17 - 19; Judges 16: 23 - 31; John 14: 23

    I have in mind to show how much may be accomplished by one man whom God fits for any given service. God thinks long ahead in view of vessels. Having a great variety of ends in detail to reach in His work, He necessarily requires a great variety of workmen, and the word that governs the service in this respect is to every man his work. It is not that any workman is to be in his own mind a specialist; if he confines himself to a speciality, he is liable to be out of employment very often. The principle governing the work is that what ones hand finds to do is done, and our Lord, as in all matters, is our Leader. He is our Leader in workmanship, He speaks of Himself as among the disciples, as He who serves. His greatest follower, Paul, most faithful and imitative, is marked by the same feature, he was among the brethren as he who served, even to the putting of sticks on the fire. 

    But still, each man has his work, and it is divinely intended that each having his own work should know what he is most efficient in; yet love is the motive principle and no one should withhold his hand under the mere plea that a certain task is not his work. Samuel was a prophet and a judge and a priest; it became known that he could serve in a variety of ways, particularly in prayer, so that in a crisis the saints asked him to pray. Not that it is spoken of as a speciality with him, but he took advantage of the privilege of approach to God and made the most use of it, and the people understood. When they indicated their preference for another ruler, he said, Far be it from me that I should sin against Jehovah in ceasing to pray for you (1 Samuel 12: 23). So that the most exalted and honoured servant is ready to do what is to be done  what is most needful at any given moment. At the same time, as I said, each man has his work, and, in order that he should be efficient in it, he has to be taken on by God and fitted, formed, and commissioned. 

    No one has much definiteness or effectiveness in his service who has not a secret understanding with God as to his commission, because a divine stamp must be upon the work and the workman, and in his work he understands what is to be done, and that he is to receive full wages. You will understand that I am not suggesting anyone working on account of wages in a literal sense, but it is due to God that we should think of that side, that there is such a thing as that in a spiritual sense. He will doubtless leave it with us as to what we regard as wages, but still we are to have full wages, and if one is to claim this, and the apostle John had it in mind, he cannot be negligent or trifling; his work has to be done. The time will come when matters will be entered into and we shall have to give an account. I speak thus because a great field has opened up to us  it has been always open to those who love God  and what the Lord is looking for is definiteness amongst many other things, a definite aim in what we are engaged in. 

    Then, as I said, there has to be formation. I am not now speaking of formation leading to the assembly, that is, to what is collective, but of what is in itself individual, for each one is formed in view of his work  in view, of course, of his place in the assembly, that is another side to the position, but each one is formed in view of his work. In Jeremiahs case, Jehovah told him that He took account of him before he was born; He thought of his parentage, his forefathers, his environment as born, his education, not one item was left out of the divine reckonings. This makes the matter very personal between each of us and God, and in a way, nothing could be more important than that the saints should have individual relations and transactions with God, to be, in a sense, fellow-workers with God. 

    Now in view of this, what is basic in all of us is to arrive at the point of self-consciousness  conscious individuality is a better way to put it. It is arrived at through a moral process of the most remarkable kind, for it is, as it were, by the occupant of the house  the believer being regarded as a house  grappling with inward conditions so as to have things right. No unconverted man is troubled on these lines, it is the outcome of the work of God, for God must take the initiative in each case, and He does. The individual has no active part in new birth, it is altogether a sovereign matter. Later matters are joint ones, that is, God works in us, taking account of us in our moral conditions and intelligence, for the willing and the doing for His good pleasure. He takes us into the matter in our faculties, after He has done His sovereign fundamental work. There is no hint that the believer has anything to do with this work, the very figure used would show that it is a sovereign matter, but as it is once accomplished, an element is introduced which begins to work and produces a sense of responsibility to God: it is instinctive. So that, as the light comes to the believer he finds conditions within impossible in a moral sense; they must be adjusted, there must be an analysis of what is going on, and right must prevail. 

    Now that is all basic, and well known no doubt to most of us, but important to have before us always, so that we arrive at conscious individuality  I myself, but self wholly on the side of right, consciously so  a real victory, so that he says, I 

    myself, not simply I. In ordinary matters it might be that, but now it is I myself; it is I in consciousness after a great victory, a great struggle within. He thanks God for the victory, it has come to him through the Lord Jesus Christ, but then he himself has reached a great victory in his soul, expressed in this  I myself with the mind serve Gods law. That is no particular law, the emphasis is on God  Gods law, whatever that may be. It will come up in a variety of ways, we shall never be clear of the obligation of it as long as we are here, and even eternally the principle will hold. The believer reaches this point of great moral victory in his soul, that he determines with his mind, his greatest faculty, to serve Gods law. It is deliverance, but deliverance from his own point of view  Christ has effected deliverance, from another point of view, for him. This is a real triumph, and it is necessary for every one of us who is to be taken on by God and formed for the great variety of services He has in mind. 

    Now I go on to Jeremiah to show how much God can do with one, as having known him beforehand, and in view of conditions that should arise amongst Gods people. Jeremiah came in, as you know, under declining circumstances in Israel; God foresaw everything; he came in in favourable circumstances too, however, for it was under the reign of the good king Josiah. He had a good start, which is an important matter, and no one in Israel valued Josiah more than Jeremiah. We can usually tell what a man is as he dies, what place he has in the hearts of the saints, and especially in the hearts of the spiritual, such as Jeremiah; he lamented for Josiah. I suppose no one in his day could lament as Jeremiah did, it is one of his characteristics, and it is an important one, in such circumstances as we are in now, to know how to lament spiritually. Others lamented with him, as you will see, Judah and Jerusalem and all the people were in it, but Jeremiah lamented, and we know from his writing how he could lament; what a spiritual touch there would be to his lamentation. 

    What I have spoken of succeeds what I have before me in this first chapter. I want to show how God formed Jeremiah, how He foresaw what was needed and prepared him beforehand and in due course worked in his soul; and, in working in his soul and touching his mouth  even putting words into it  He gave him a commission to Israel and to the nations to pluck up, and to break down, and to destroy, and to overthrow, to build and to plant. No one, one may say, has had such a commission as that, it is remarkable  all put on one man, but I confine myself now to the remarks made by Jehovah to him in these verses. He says, Gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I shall command thee: be not dismayed at them, lest I cause thee to be dismayed before them. And I, behold, I appoint thee this day as a strong city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land. 

    I wish just briefly to point out the magnitude of this formation in one man, making him what Jehovah says here  first a strong city. It may be that we have not thought much of a man being a city; it would be hard maybe to get such a thought elsewhere, but anyway we get it in the most definite way here. Jehovah says, I appoint thee this day a strong city. And then, an iron pillar, and then brazen walls  not merely in a passive sense, standing out pre-eminently passively, but against certain people  against the rebellious land, against its kings, against its princes, against its priests, 

    against all the people, the whole land. What a commission! and let us not think that it is simply Jeremiah. It would not be written if it were only for Jeremiah, he had gone through the thing, but it is written for us to show what one man can be as God may fit him for a particular exigency in the testimony  for instance, when everything may be in disorder in the locality in which he is. It often happens; indeed it is a feature, alas! of these very days in which we are; certain localities have been invaded by the devil working independency in certain persons, so as to obliterate, if possible, the testimony that may be in each locality, rendering the conditions so bad that the Lord cannot be with the saints. 

    I need not remind the brethren of this; the history of recent years furnishes much of what I am saying, and what is said here, the commission to Jeremiah is, I believe, intended to help us as to what one man can do, that is, as taken up by God. Why should I not be taken up by God if an exigency of this kind arises? If I am in the locality, or if it extend to the whole field of testimony, why should I not be taken up of God? Why should not any one of us be taken up? Let no one assume it is not his matter; there is nothing, I am sure, that God hates more than for any one of His people to say, in such a case, It is not my matter. It is your matter, whatever happens is your matter. There are other principles of course that enter into it; God will not pass by the locality if there are available persons. One who has the character of a strong city is what is needed, a man standing out as definitely committed to the law of God; whatever other principles govern the matter, the law of God is involved. Basically I am prepared for it by the conflict, by the victory, indicated in Romans 7  the law of God is in question now, let there be no compromise. 

    A city has a variety of features; think of them all being in one man  a strong city  one that is not to be overcome! I cannot stay to enlarge on this, though one could do so, many of us could enlarge on this, but I just want to suggest how independent God may be if He has His people in this way ready, by His formation, for any eventuality in the history of His testimony, either in a locality or generally. He that dwelleth in the heavens, we are told, shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision (Psalm 2: 4). How can He laugh derisively at evil down here? Because He has His anointed  And I have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness. That is the idea, dear brethren; it is God setting up a man in any given circumstances who is ready to devote his life, to lay it down if necessary, for the law of God; for the idea of a city must involve the working out of the law of God. A city, of course, has a council, it has authority, it has laws, it has a constabulary, it has means to carry out its designs and orders. A variety of things enter into the idea of a strong city, and it is in having here that which answers to the city, that He that dwelleth in the heavens can laugh at the enemy. Let it not seem that this is fanciful, it is not indeed; it is God putting on an individual, in whom He has wrought and whom he has fitted, that which will meet the emergency; and victory is already assured in such a strong city as is contemplated here. 

    Now the next thing is an iron pillar. Jeremiah represents this thought throughout his whole book and his Lamentations. He is seen standing for God right through, even with a rebellious remnant to contend with, and suffering with them. The idea of an iron pillar is that it is strong, iron is suggestive of strength. We have many pillars spoken of in Scripture; the idea, I think, is sometimes, especially here and in Philadelphia, that the pillar represents in dignity the great idea for the moment  what is in mind; it is outstanding, anyone can see it, not simply what I do, but what the person is. A pillar is a passive thought, but as representing a person it means what is observable, there is something there to denote what is current, what is in hand, and what is going through in dignity. How great this is, that in maintaining the order of God, which is the thought in a strong city, in any given place, there is that in the person, or persons, active that is expressive of the feature of the truth at issue, that there is no surrender of heavenly dignity, that the anointing is there, and may be seen by those who have eyes to see. 

    Then finally brazen walls. Brass, I suppose, is what can sustain pressure, and what pressure there will be against the fellowship in such circumstances! From all angles it comes. One is not free to mention names, although the Spirit of God is not afraid to mention the names, especially in the epistles that deal with apostasy, of those who oppose the truth. There is a current abroad, that is insistent and is increasing, it is looseness. I could put a name on it, but I am not going to. I doubt if there is one here who does not understand it  the insistent current marked by imitation that there is, every day and every night, against the truth of God. It is the real issue for the moment against the brethren, this great evil that is abroad, and it is at our doors all the time. Brazen walls, I believe, refer to that courage, to that power of endurance too, that is needed that this element may not be allowed in. If it is, if it sways us, the Lord will leave us. It is most important to keep this matter in mind, what one man can be. One could cite many that have been like this  true men, resolved not to give way for one moment to the evil pernicious principle that was introduced nearly a hundred years ago, and is stronger now than ever, increasing in volume and pride too. The things spoken of here, which were seen in Jeremiah are effectively against it. They are against the ruling conditions, the kings, the princes, the priests; and then the people of the land, and the whole land; it is the general position marked by departure from God, and one man stands victoriously for God in the midst of it. 

    Now I go on to Samson, to show how in one man the world is brought down. You will understand that it is not literal, it is typically in a moral sense here, and it is that feature of the world that affects the people of God at any given time. Woe to the world because of offences! (Matthew 18: 7). God has it in mind; He has every offence of the world in mind  offence means a fall-trap, what decoys the saints, damaging them, bringing them under its influence. God has all that in mind, He is going to deal with it. For us it is a moral question, how we deal with it as it affects us: each of us has to learn how the world affects him. Samson makes a point of how it affected him. The history of Samson is well known, and it is a wider thought really than what belongs to one man; he is a type of public christianity, I believe. There is the flagrant conduct of the world, on the one hand, and nazariteship on the other  nazariteship in some sense continuing down, not given up, not surrendered; here it quickly returns and is seen in the growth of Samsons hair. A very important point to observe if there be failure with any of us; the real evidence of recovery is in the element of life  the hair of his head began to grow. It does not say that the seven locks grew, but the principle of life was there and afforded Jehovah the opportunity of dealing a death-blow to the world as it had affected Samson. 

    He is in the prison-house, and what is to be observed here  especially by the young people - is that the word house is used as designating the scene of the mirth  the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there  it is a social affair. One of the most treacherous things for young people is the social side. It is a big affair, it is what you might call a royal function, the lords are there and a large number of people, and, at a given point in these social affairs, hilarity begins; here they became merry. There is the opposite of that in the house of God, for there they began to make merry in a holy way; there was music and dancing according to God; and that is really over against the world as I am speaking of it. Now what will these Philistines do? They will bring in Samson  how sorrowful! One would like to be able to feel things with God, that that which had been a nazarite purer than snow, as Jeremiah lamented, whiter than milk (Lamentations 4: 7), should be in this condition. As one looks abroad and sees the whole profession under the world, it is most sorrowful. Blind, too  the eyes put out, for the world knows how to take out the eyes of nazarites, it is a question of spoiling what is of God. Let every young person here take this to heart. The enemy wants you, of course, but his chief aim is to spoil the work of God, to turn the nazarite into a poor blind prisoner in a Philistine prison-house, in a prison-house of the world, and now brought out to be made sport of. How often it is that young people who have turned away from the truth become the best sportsmen. 

    Samson was apparently so regarded here, but it says, they set him between the pillars  that shows that the world is short-sighted, but faith understands. In our conflicts with the world it is well to bear in mind that at times the world is exceedingly short-sighted. Satan is short-sighted too. They set Samson in the midst of the pillars. Can he pull down the world? Well, the apostles did at the beginning, and so did Samson too  I mean he had power to do it, there is no limit to his power as seen earlier, we never have any limit to Samsons power; there is no limit, dear brethren, for the power of God is available to faith; faith removes mountains. The world forgets this. Men of the world say, There are no signs, no miracles, now. But there are, they are blind to them, there are miracles happening every day; there is not a saint here that is not a miracle  thank God! The Lord speaks of us as signs  Behold, I and the children that Jehovah hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel (Isaiah 8: 18). Every saint is that in the measure in which he is truly a saint. The world does not know the latent power that lies in nazariteship, even in those in whom it may have been for a moment lost. 

    So Samsons hair began to grow; the Philistines did not take any notice of that apparently. Evidently Delilah did not watch that hair; she had taken off the seven locks, but the hair is growing again. How lovely it is, how encouraging to those who are in any measure lovers of God, lovers of Christ, and lovers of the brethren, to see, in an erring one, the hair beginning to grow! It is the work of God, it is latent, the power was there, for in truth the root of the matter was in Samson. The root of the matter is in the assembly too, but the world does not know. There is Samson, a poor blind prisoner, brought in by the hand by a lad, and they set him among the pillars. It spelt disaster, but they did not know. Where has God set the testimony today? He has set it among the pillars, if you will allow me to extend the thought. We are to understand this position. Everyone who understands the mystery of God understands what the pillars of the world are; how poor they are, how easily they can be overthrown! 

    We know well enough how empires and kingdoms and republics have fallen, but then, their foundations were not moral, they were not really foundations, hence they fell. 

    I believe the apostles testimony at the beginning brought down the pillars, but now the world is set up again, and we have to understand what its pillars are. God understands, and He has placed us where, in regard of them, He knows we can serve Him best. Let us not forget that the matter is Gods. Whatever it be, in which He would use us, God has set the saints where He wants them; it is a sovereign matter, and each is to be in his place, as we learn from Josiah. If each is in his place, God will do His work, the world will come down. It is not a literal matter now, the point is that the world is brought down so that saints are delivered out of it. One might think this lad is leading Samson to the pillars, but it is not a question of the lads leadership here  it is too great a matter for a lad. In fact Samson, the servant of God now recovered in measure, says, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars  release me  that is really what the word suffer means. Now this is an important word, I believe, for us, that the servant is to do the work himself. God is going to use him, blind though he be  it is a question of God. 

    So Samson, with true instinct, says, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars. It is his own matter, now; he has instinct, he has the power of his senses, has lost his sight, but not the power of touch. Great things may be accomplished without some of the senses, but certainly Samson has the sense of feeling, and he says, I want to feel these pillars  and he did. What a mighty triumph there was, one man moving in the instincts of the work of God effective in him! Then the beautiful prayer, Lord Jehovah, he says, 

    strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once. How intent heaven was at that time! and how intent it is as such a desire emanates from our hearts in pressure, as we think of the world! As the Lord Jesus says, O righteous Father, the world ... what it is. If we really discern it, we shall hate it, not the persons, but in a moral sense, for the whole world lies in the wicked one. Samson feels the pillars, he has no hesitation, he prays, he is dependent on God, but he bows, he bowed himself with might, it is a question of the power of God, enough for the moment, there is plenty for the moment; it is to bring down the world. 

    Well, dear brethren, I am sure you will see that what I have said about Samson is enough for our consideration as to the whole matter of what each is doing to bring down the world. We are suffering from it, and the Lord Jesus says, Woe to the world because of offences (Matthew 18: 7). We are to have a right attitude towards it in the sense in which it affects us, to turn our faces steadily against it, to see how it affects us and face it in that way, and it will be brought down. Samson dies with the world, but it is a remarkable thing that he has not a burial by the Philistines or with them. God has great regard for the burials of His saints, whatsoever their history may have been. Supremely in the case of the Lord Jesus: men appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death  that was the divine decree. Samson too was with his brethren. It is a very precious thing to me that it should be so, that a man who brings down the world is amongst his brethren in his death, buried by them. And it is significantly stated that he had judged Israel twenty years. 

    Now there is just one word to add, that is from John 14; it is to call attention to what one man can be as affording tabernacle conditions at the present time. We may be sure that God has thought of these days, of how small things may become in remnant times. There are many outposts that, in their weakness and exposure to the bitter north winds, at times force one to the deepest feelings as to what many dear brethren are suffering in isolation. Think of them in India, and other places where the saints are isolated. 

    Well, this passage, I believe, is intended by the Lord to meet these conditions in our days, so that there should be no surrender. The man that is a strong city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls in any given place, will afford tabernacle conditions for God. Why not? You have Jerusalem, the city; you have the pillar, denoting what is outstanding as to the spirit of the moment, and the brazen walls, the power of keeping out evil. Why not have tabernacle conditions? It is as sure as possible that one like Jeremiah would afford tabernacle conditions. Who can say what Jehovah found when Jeremiah was let down into the pit? Think of the ignominy of the servant of God being let down into a pit full of slime and mud! Was not God with him in that pit? He promises to be a little sanctuary to us, but what I am saying now is not simply that God is a sanctuary to us, but that we afford a sanctuary to Him. It is another side of the matter, and one man can do it. So let no one give up in any locality. It is a question of the formation of the man. So Judas, not the Iscariote, says to him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word. It is said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word; it is not now the commandments, as in the previous verse, but the word, that is the mind of the Lord Jesus, and that mind is full of the Father, it is full of all that is suitable to the Father. 

    His prayer, in chapter 17, that we so often and rightly allude to, breathes out His desires for His own, but all in relation to the Father. 

    So His word is kept; it is not simply that one should keep it, but he will keep it. It is a question of love for Christ in any locality. One hears complaint about the weakness in some locality and the possibility of things being discontinued, but where is love in such a circumstance? Love never fails. Hence why should what is divinely needed be discontinued? Why should I not make tabernacle conditions? If I love Christ, I shall lay myself out to be a strong city, an iron pillar, and brazen walls; I shall lay myself out for tabernacle conditions for God. There the Lord says, my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him. How beautiful that is, and how independent it makes us, dear brethren, even of numbers! The real commodity needed in this particular case is love for Christ; one who loves Him will keep His word, as He accredits to Philadelphia; He says, thou hast kept my word; one of the greatest features of the last times is the saints keeping the word of Christ. It affords tabernacle conditions, because, if I keep the word of Christ, I must have everything removed from myself and my surroundings that is contrary to God and to Christ. This makes way for individual holiness, and all that is suitable for God, and hence the Lord says, we will come to him and make our abode with him. 
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    JUDGES 17 AND 18 (CAC 6)

    Judges 17; Judges 18

    In the previous part of the book we found the people departing from Jehovah, forgetting Jehovah; but we come now to what is perhaps even more serious than that; what is idolatrous is definitely connected with the Name of Jehovah. It has application to idolatry in what might be called a Christian form. 

    Micahs mother teaches her son what is idolatrous, but it is connected with the Name of Jehovah. She says she has dedicated the silver to Jehovah. 

    The Spirit of God has called attention to the blessedness of the presence of the Lord in the midst of His saints, and the holy conditions that must be connected with the place where the Lord is known in the midst of His people, and there is a great imitation which takes an idolatrous form, but Gods Name is connected with it. All the precious truths that are known at the present period are adopted, but cast into an idolatrous form. There is an imitation priesthood, the ephod, a son consecrated; it is the form, but it is imitation. It raises the question whether we are going on with spiritual reality, or with mere imitation. 

    This mother is an earth-dweller; a cursing mother, not a blessing mother like Jerusalem above. As we are true to heavenly light we are preserved from all forms which come in by something being substituted for heavenly light. I must have an image, a picture, or ritual, to make divine Persons more real to me. It is a turning aside from the spiritual. 

    It is easy for us to get on the line of graven and molten images. A molten image would be something that could be easily multiplied. It is cast in a certain form; it is like a fixed form of service. If we get into a fixed form, in our prayers and praises, we may be in danger of molten images, instead of what is living and suitable to the light of revelation. What is not in spirit and in truth tends to either a molten image or a graven image. A molten image is a thing that can be easily multiplied; you could print it in a book so that anybody could follow it. The graven image is a little more the product of the activity of the human mind  conceptions of God worked out in mans mind, not according to the light of revelation, but worked out according to the mind of man. I think the graven image would suggest that. We must beware of human touch in connection with the holy things of God. 

    It is solemn to think of a Levite, Moses grandson, being mentioned in this way (chapter 17: 8 and chapter 18: 30); it is a terrible drop. He leaves Bethlehem-Judah to seek a place. His grandfather had said, Blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book. The true tribe of Levi answered to the challenge, Who is for Jehovah. It is a terrible thing to drop down from that to sojourn and seek a place. This Levite was a kind of Diotrephes; he is not seeking a place for Jehovah, but seeking a place for himself. If we do that, the devil will be sure to have us identified with what is positively idolatrous. 

    In chapter 18 the Danites are looking for territory. They represent those who have been professedly and nominally on heavenly ground finding no satisfaction there and wanting another portion. It is a picture of the people of God seeking a place on earth, because heavenly territory makes too much demand on them. They speak of the land at Laish as being spacious in every direction and of there being no want of anything that is on the earth. There is a sphere of things that lies open to be seized on where people say, We are rich and increased with goods and have need of nothing. Micahs religion just suits those conditions. The heavenly ground was not spacious enough for these Danites, and they reached a place where there was no one who possessed authority to put them to shame, where conscience was never exercised. We see in Samson the power of recovery, though he exposes great weakness. But there was no recovery in these Danites; there was a terrible kind of secession going on till the days of the captivity. 

    There is a beautiful touch in the last verses of chapter 18. The house of God is in Shiloh all the time. If idolatry goes on, yet all the time the house of God is in Shiloh. Shiloh was lost to the Danites altogether, but it was there for such as Boaz, Elkanah and Hannah; the house of God was there. The two systems are in contrast here. There is a system that professedly gives Jehovah a place, but is essentially idolatrous and is connected with a wholly false position for the people of God, where they have no enjoyment of the God-given inheritance, but are under the influence of things on earth. On the other hand there is another system here; the house of God is in Shiloh, the tabernacle is there, and the ark is there. 

    The preservative from idolatry is in Johns writings; they would preserve us from everything idolatrous, and that which has the character of imitation, what is not life. John would preserve us and keep us at Shiloh, the place where the rights of Christ are recognised. 
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    The land was the land in connection with Dan, and especially of Zorah and Eshtaol. Now this was the very part of the land that was captive to the Philistines. There Samson was born and there his doings. The Northern Danites came thence, and set up their teraphim before Samson. It continued as long as the House of God was in Shiloh, a few years after this. Samson judged Israel twenty years. Then there was Eli still in the time of the Philistines; he judged Israel forty years. This image of Micah was there all the time the house of God was in Shiloh; this gives a date. The captivity of the land was the Philistine captivity. There being no king shows nothing but that there were kings elsewhere, compare Psalm 78:58 - 61. And note, they were priests to the tribe of Dan, not to the northern part of it; so the men said To a tribe in Israel. Were it not for verse 31 (chapter 18), one might well suppose verse 30 to be a prophetic, later addition; in this case, the captivity of the land might mean the Assyrian. But Jonathan is none the less a near descendant of Moses, and the question is one of interpretation, whether the captivity refers to the Philistines or a later one; if a later, then verse 30 is a prophetic addition. This I think very probable. The Judges, written in Samuels time or thereabouts, go down to Shiloh. The prophetic addition shows the idolatry to have continued till the captivity. But this in no way affects the question as to Jonathan, or the date of his name. 
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    THE DIVINE WAY OF CONTINUING THE TESTIMONY (JT 82)

    2 Timothy 1: 13, 14; Revelation 1: 9, 10; Exodus 6:23; Exodus 6:25,26; Judges 18: 30, 31; Judges 20: 27, 28

    I have before me to call attention to the divine way of continuing the testimony of God until the end, until the coming of the Lord; as the Lord said, If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to thee?, John 21: 22. Everyone who loves God will be interested in this inquiry. Indeed, no one who loves God and who loves Christ will be indifferent in regard of the continuance of what He cherishes such solicitude for, that is a right perpetuation of what the Lord introduced here, beginning with Himself. We all know how, after having washed His disciples feet and communicated to them the thoughts of His heart, warning them as to what they would have to contend with, He lifted up His eyes to heaven. One of the most, if not the most, attractive pictures that Scripture affords is that the Lord, having said these things, lifted up His eyes to heaven. What uninterrupted communion existed from the outset between the Father and Himself! How in all His unwearying service the Fathers eye rested with delight on Him, for He found One who would do all His will; and so the Lord lifted up His eyes to heaven. What a spectacle for heaven, if not appreciated on earth! How the Fathers eyes, so to speak, would meet His! And then He poured out His heart in regard of those whom He had been ministering to and forming, with a view to the continuance in them of what cost Him, or was about to cost Him, so much. And similarly the beloved apostle, Paul, having in like manner set up the assembly in the most wonderful service next to that of the Lords, set up that company at Ephesus, having declared unto them the whole counsel of God. Then he commended them to God; with what solicitude he thought of them, as they, the elders of the assembly, wept upon his neck. And so in a later day, when even Ephesus itself had failed him, he enjoins his beloved child Timothy in regard of what is so precious, the good deposit, and as we take account of these things, dear brethren, we cannot but be concerned, not only as to the preservation of the things of God in our own lifetime, but in all the time that may follow according to the will of God. It behoves each of us indeed to think of what is said of one, that he served his own generation by the will of God; but then there is, it may be, that which is to follow, and what comes to me is this, dear brethren, the importance of example. Not only am I to hand on to others, if it be the will of God, but what I may hand on to others is not only in the way of light and truth but in the way of example; as the apostle again says, Thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life. That is, you see, not only the truth, the doctrine, but the manner of life. The committal on the part of God of any deposit must be contingent on the manner of life; so it is said, If the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among the dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among the dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you. That is to say, the anointing must depend on the manner of life. What a manner of life is that of Jesus! The Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus  God takes account of the manner of life, because our manner of life is the test as to how much we are formed after Jesus. How much of the life of Jesus is there? For God will have no other. He has seen the green here in Jesus, and He looks for that, He looks for the life of Jesus in the saints, and the life of Jesus is that which supports the anointing, hence Jesus first, the Christ next. 

    Well now, I wanted to show by connecting these two scriptures with what I read in the Old Testament how what I have remarked involves what, in official language, is called priesthood. We are called upon to consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession; consider Him. In the first scripture I read in Exodus, the Spirit of God gives us the genealogy of the tribes until we arrive at Levi, and then He stops; because for the moment He is not concerned about the tribes taking possession. He is concerned to bring before us the great vessels of the exodus. And what you will observe is that Moses children are not mentioned  he had sons  whereas we have Aaron and his wife and his sons, and then Eleazar and his wife and his son Phinehas. After history will interpret the meaning of this. After history shows that whilst Moses posterity, or one of them, is found in the way of idolatry, this son of Aaron, the son of Eleazar, is found standing before the ark of God. What I wish to point out is, dear brethren, that whilst apostleship has its own wonderful and unique place in the ways of God, it has to do with revelation, with inauguration, and is not charged with the maintenance of what is set up. If, therefore, we limit ourselves to apostleship, if we limit ourselves to light and ignore the Spirit, we shall find ourselves in the way of Jonathan. I wish the dear brethren would notice this particularly, because we have all round about us the results of adherence to the light by profession, and the total disregard of the Spirit, and all the blessed Spirit as here in this world involves, namely, the house of God. You will observe that Jonathan, the son of Gershom, served as priest in the tribe of Dan before an image made by an idolatrous man. He and his posterity carried on an idolatrous priesthood during all the time the house of God was in Shiloh. We are today confronted exactly with these conditions, a priesthood maintained that is not of God, not of the order of Aaron, having indeed a worthy ancestry, for what can be more honourable than the ancestry of the apostles? But to assume to occupy their place is a serious matter. Here we have an order of things which is idolatrous, supported by one who had such an ancestor as Moses, all the time the house of God is at Shiloh; a rival to the house of God, having the honour of such an ancestor. There are those who claim antiquity, and all the glamour that goes with it, only to fortify themselves against the truth of the house of God. Thank God, the house of God is still existent, and will remain while the Spirit is here; but there is that rival institution, and believers will do well to take note of its character; it continued until the time of the captivity. Yes, it did; but then there is the house of God in Shiloh; and believers today, thank God, are becoming awakened to the great fact of the house of God being still existent, and what the Lord would do for us, as we come into the light of it, is to continue it, to maintain it, and I believe that this involves the knowledge of God in every one of our souls. One sees young people being affected by the truth, and one rejoices in it, but we have to be careful to see that we are cultivating the knowledge of God and acquiring a personal acquaintance with God. Besides this, although we may partake outwardly of the symbols of fellowship we shall not reach in our souls the house of God. The house of God is contingent on the knowledge of God, for he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. And, further, it says, Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. Young believers need to take note of these things, 

    and especially the confession of the Son of God. It is the character in which the Lord presents Himself to Thyatira. In that assembly, idolatry was forming itself, and it continues. We have around us an idolatrous state of things which has no relation whatever to Aaron, and so the Son of God has to say to that. His eyes as a flame of fire, But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. He would have them, and if one could reach the ears of the people of God in that system, one would say, Come out of her my people. The Lord would say that to them, and is saying it, for as Son of God He has got rights over His people; and the knowledge of the Son of God, and the confession of it, qualifies one for the dwelling place of God. God dwelleth in him. 

    There are two things which are essential for every believer in regard of the house, and these are dwelling in love and the confession of the Son of God. These two things qualify one as the dwelling place of God. God is pleased to dwell in those who dwell in love and who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and so you come into the house. I do urge on every one here to see to it that you are in the house, not only in an outward way, but by way of the knowledge of God, by way of love, by way of confession of Jesus as Son of God. 

    So that the house of God, it says, is at Shiloh; that was its place. Shiloh refers to Christ. There are wonderful places in this world, as we speak, reared up in the name of the Lord, but Shiloh has no pretensions. Shiloh is the gathering centre, The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be (Genesis 49: 10) or, more correctly, the obedience of the peoples. You see the kingdom subserves in that way the assembly. The sceptre and lawgiver are essential, meaning spiritually Romans and Corinthians, the Lord being the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. These are essential so that there might be the gathering of the people, the obedience of the people in the gathering place; and hence the house of God is an assured thing where Shiloh is recognised, and where there is the obedience of the people to Christ, as Paul says, Ye ... have obeyed from the heart the form of teaching into which ye were instructed. There is no realisation of the house of God, viewed from the side of gathering, apart from the saints being subject to Christ, and subject to one another. So that the rival institution stands up alongside of the house of God, but then which is to prevail? The Lord says to Philadelphia, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. We can bear the reproach in the knowledge of His love, and in course of time all shall have to own who the loved ones are. Can anything, in a way, be more precious than the knowledge of being a loved one? So He says, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. What an incentive there is to continuance till that glorious day when we shall be seen in triumph, as it says, Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

    Well, you see the position, the house of God at Shiloh, and the rival institution in Daniel How was the order of the house of God to be continued? 

    Chapter 20 shows the man who continues, that is to say, the priest after the order, not of Melchisedec nor of Aaron, but of Phinehas. Phinehas is a priest of his own kind, he has signalised his priesthood with a javelin; he is a man who can come forth at a crisis, disregarding the consequences, and stand for God. He comes forward with his javelin at a time when everything was hanging on a thread; for Balaams wicked device had only too well succeeded, and the camp of Israel was about to fall in the plain. One man saves the day. One man came forward and signalised his priesthood by his adherence to the holiness of God when it was about to be submerged in the abyss of corruption. The continuance till the Lord comes in the precious things He has died to secure for us is made to depend in a way, not on the advanced, for it should especially appeal to the young believer. The old ones, we trust, have long known it, and we may well pay a tribute to those who have preceded us, and handed on to us the precious heritage we have; but how are we going to hand it on to others, and to maintain it, if it be not the Lords will to come in our lifetime? 

    John presents to us in his own person a priest of the Phinehas order. The Lord said of him, If ... he tarry till I come. That was a spiritual thought. Some said that the Lord said, That disciple should not die, but the Lord did not say that. That suggests how an error becomes prevalent among the people of God, adding to what is said. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. He did not say that, but if I will that he tarry till I come, the Lord left it for the spiritual, and one would seek to get the spiritual thought, for it is in spirit, that is, by being formed in spiritual thoughts, that we are available for the preservation of things. John says, I was in Spirit on the Lords day. There is the priest. First he says, I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. What a priest he was! Have I ever been in an island for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus? An island is an isolated place, and the word of God, if you are true to it, and the testimony of Jesus, will isolate you at times. Thank God, no one of us shall ever be called upon to walk alone; I do not believe the Lord requires it now, but if it be necessary, am I equal to it? Are you equal to it? It is a test to be cut off, to be isolated. I know of one who said he would walk alone if necessary. I cannot say I could undertake that, but I believe the Lord would bring every one of us to that. If this treasure we have in the earthen vessel, as Paul speaks of it, is worth anything, if it is worth what Scripture says it is worth, it is worth my life, because it cost Jesus His life; He gave up His life for it. And so John says, I ... was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus. But how was he there? Was he living out the real life of a prisoner, grinding in prison life? No, beloved, it was very different from that; martyrs are not like that. He says, I was in Spirit on the Lords day. What a happy time he was having! Although cut off, as I said, he had access to God. The Spirits power opens the heavenly door, if one is rightly shut off. The doors even of the saints may be shut on you, but the door of heaven will open. Wonderful triumph for a martyr! I was in Spirit, not as if it was anything extraordinary; it is referred to as something he well knew; so that we need not fear the consequences. If we lay hold of the value of the treasure, of the deposit come down to us, and are resolved to stand by it, we shall be victorious. In all the addresses to the assemblies overcomers are assumed. It is not, if he overcomes, but He that overcometh, to ensure that there should be overcomers. So we have all the sympathy of Christ in the opened heavens. 

    He says, I was in Spirit on the Lords day. What was Nero doing? What were they doing at Rome? Nothing like that. All the facilities of the world combined could not afford the joy John had in Spirit on the Lords day. Wonderful thought! heaven itself was open:- And see! the Spirits power 
Has oped the heavnly door. (74:5)
 

    And so we see one maintaining things rightly in the true spirit of Phinehas; he is a priest, one who has the covenant of life and peace. I can maintain things rightly as in possession of life and peace. John had these in abundance on that Lords day. And so, dear brethren, in John, as I said, you see the continuance of the real thing; that is to say, the priest as in Phinehas, one standing before the ark of God in those days. Who stood before the ark of God in the days of the apocalypse? John did; he stood before the ark of God, and he had a wonderful time. We shall not fail of these wonderful times if we stand firmly by the precious treasure that has come to us, involving the truth of the house of God. The ark of God was at Shiloh then, and Phinehas stood before it. There were dark days without, but there was one man standing before the ark of God at that time, and that was Phinehas. 

    I just wanted to add from 2 Timothy the thought of the maintenance of things doctrinally. We must have the faith, the unity of the faith, as it says, Until we all arrive at the unity of the faith. We must not let one item of it go. The faith is not the thirty-nine articles. Faith is what is in a person, a living thing, not in a book. So the outline is held in the faith of the saints, hence we want the outline. 

    So Paul says to Timothy, Have an outline of sound words, which words thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. That is how we are to have them. One does not despise books; the Holy Spirit is pleased to use them to instruct us, but the outline is not to be in books, the outline is to be in us. I believe the Lord would remind us of that in regard of ministry, otherwise we shall take licence in the use of our minds. The outline of sound words is most essential for ministry, Keep ... the good deposit entrusted, how? By the Holy Spirit which dwells in us. That is how it is to be kept. You see God will have a living state of things down here. One sees it extending; one sees what the Lord is doing, but we need to be reminded of the outline of sound words, and the good deposit which is to be kept, not intellectually, but by the Holy Spirit. I believe that is again the priesthood of Phinehas. Priesthood depends on the Spirit. In other words, to be a priest is to be a spiritual person. In the mind of God all believers are priests, but to take up function for God, to be here for God, is by the Spirit. Keep by the Spirit, by the Holy Spirit, the good deposit entrusted. I do not know of anything in a way that tests one more than that, how to use the blessed Spirit of God. He has come in here in wonderful grace and lowliness to maintain things for Christ, and He is at the disposal of all those who love Christ. So you may use the blessed Spirit in that way. By Him we cry Abba, Father; by Him we put to death the deeds of the body; by Him we live; by Him we walk; by Him we wait for the hope of righteousness, which is by faith, and by Him we keep the good deposit. It is a test to us as to the use we make of and the manner in which we may employ the blessed Spirit. He has placed Himself at our disposal, so that we may be found priests unto Christs God and Father. That is service. 

    Well, dear brethren, that was all I had to present, and I do urge the recognition of the Spirit in everything, but particularly in the maintenance of the good deposit, of that which involves the continuance of the precious things Jesus died to secure for us. 
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    Judges 19; Judges 20; Judges 21

    From the beginning of chapter 17 to the end of the book there are incidents which expose the moral state of the people of God in a very sad way. Perhaps the greater evil comes first, that is, the connecting of idolatry with the Name of Jehovah; that is the greatest evil possible, but it did not awaken anything like the indignation that was aroused in Israel by the moral corruption that came to light in Gibeah. There are things against which the natural conscience revolts, and everybody would rise up against them, but those are not the worst things. An offence directly against God in holy things is the worst possible evil. There was no gathering of all Israel from Dan to Beersheba in connection with idolatry in the house of Micah, furthered by a grandson of Moses. It might have been expected that such a thing would rouse all Israel as one man, but it did not. 

    This history shows that we are more likely to be roused by something that offends moral propriety than by something that touches directly the service and the glory of the Lord. The natural conscience can take account of the former, but it needs real love for God to feel deeply what sets God aside, and what is due to Himself among the people. What was done was very dreadful; it was the result, no doubt, of the association of the people with the Canaanites, and they had learned their abominable ways. It was, as Scripture says, lewdness and villainy in Israel; all that the people said about it was true. So they all assembled unto Jehovah in Mizpah and the gathering was spoken of as the congregation of the people of God. Dreadful as their state was, there was enough conscience left in them to be shocked at this gross wickedness. They used right terms about it. The Levite said, They have committed lewdness and villainy in Israel, verse 6; and in the end of verse 10 the people said, according to all the villainy that they have wrought in Israel, and in verse 13 they spoke of putting away evil from Israel. But we often say right things without feeling them at all. They did not feel it as the sin of Israel, but as the sin of Gibeah. If they had felt it as the sin of Israel, they would all have been on their faces before God, confessing it as their own sin. They took it up in a way God could not support; they did not feel it, though they said what was right. There was a natural indignation about what was manifestly wicked, which was not the fruit of communion with God at all. There was no sign of their being humbled before God. They did not seek direction; they decided what they would do; they say. It cannot be tolerated; we must go and execute judgment on them at once. It was right, but they were not moving with God in it. So, while this evil was dealt with in faithfulness, yet it was only through much chastisement that the people were brought into such a state that God could be with them in what they were doing. Even then they had to go through the deepest sorrow about it, and realise that the thing had been handled in such a way that they nearly lost a tribe out of Israel. They did not take it up as the sin of Israel; they might have learned from the case of Achan when Jehovah said, Israel hath sinned, and He held all Israel responsible. It should have been taken up as an assembly exercise. If anything happens among the people of God that is unbecoming and offensive (there are some things offensive to the natural conscience), the first exercise should be that such a thing has transpired in Israel, so that it is for Israel to be humbled about it, to take up its shame and sorrow in deep humiliation with God. One can quite conceive that, if they had done so, it might have had a great effect on Benjamin; they would have said, Why, they are all breaking their hearts in sorrow about what we have done, and confessing our sin as if it had been their own! I think it would have touched them. 

    This is a very important consideration for us about all disciplinary action, that is, as to our condition of soul in dealing with it, whether we are really with God in dealing with it. When there is anything glaringly wrong it is easy to say it is wrong and must be judged, but am I really with God in doing it? This is a searching exercise for us, because it is easy to see ten thousand things that are wrong, and many that are grossly offensive, but how do we feel them? Paul says to the Corinthians, Ye have not rather mourned, 1 Corinthians 5: 2. Even though they did not know how to deal with the wicked person, if they had mourned, the Lord would have dealt with him. Israel had to go through sorrow and very much exercise; they had to weep and fast, and bring burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and to recognise that after all Benjamin was their brother. Then they had to be severely chastened; 22,000 of them were killed in one day, and 18,000 on the next day. They were doing what was right, but God did not support their action. They were so indignant that they put themselves under a solemn oath to deal with it in the most drastic fashion, but they were not with God. 

    Then we see a very much worse condition in Benjamin. It was not the whole tribe that was guilty, but certain sons of Belial in a certain city; yet the whole tribe of Benjamin refused to judge the matter, and that was worse than the sin; to refuse to judge the evil is worse than the sin itself. Someone asked Mr. Darby how much evil would justify one in leaving a company of Christians, and he answered, No amount of evil would justify anyone in separating from any company of Christians, but the refusal to judge the least bit of evil would justify separation. It is important to understand that. Evil may come in anywhere, but, if it comes in, it must be judged. The holiness of God and the righteousness of His throne demand judgment, and, if we refuse to judge, everything is forfeited. Benjamin refused to judge the evil; they would not deliver up these sons of Belial, so Benjamin came under the avenging stroke that was really divine justice. 

    There is twice an appeal to the whole company to deliberate and give counsel. It is sometimes easier to do that than to ask counsel of God. We do not find that they enquired before they decided their course. This represents a state of things, no doubt, very likely to be found in the last days of the church. There may be a certain indignation about that which is wrong, and faithful dealing with it, and yet it may not be handled in a spiritual way, and the result may be very solemn. It could never be the divine intent to blot out a tribe in Israel; that could never be Gods thought. 

    We need more exercise about the state of things generally in Israel today so that we do not say they; we are apt to say, he or she, or they, but we must learn to say we. I feel it in myself that I can see many evils in the Christian profession, but I must confess that I do not find myself ready to bear the shame and sorrow as my own; and yet if I were with God I should. There is a path in the midst of all the corruption and evil which is the path of the just, but it does not put you outside Israel. 

    These seven hundred chosen men of Gibeah might have been saved to the people of God. There is often a refusal to judge things on the part of even chosen men. They are very accurate men too; they could sling stones at a hair and not miss. How sad that men like that should refuse to judge what is evil! It is sad to see better men than ourselves who are not prepared to judge what is manifestly evil. We ought to feel it. I have seen it  able men, accurate men, chosen men  the more excellent they are, the more we should feel it if they are not prepared to judge evil. We see earnest, devoted and godly men, not prepared to judge what is evil, and we ought to feel it much. 

    It was divine order that Judah should take the lead, but God did not support him. Israel had to be chastened by the loss of 22,000 men, and the next day by the loss of 18,000. It is not for us to question the disciplinary ways of God with His people. Judahs whole moral state was wrong, and so was the state of all Israel; their consciences were outraged at what had been done, but they were not feeling it as God would have them feel it. He had to chasten them till they did feel it, in measure, as God would have them feel it, and then God says, I will give them into thy hand (chapter 20: 28) and we find that Jehovah smote Benjamin before Israel, verse 35. He smote them in the end. 

    Self-righteousness can come in in a very subtle way, even in connection with the judgment of evil. If I am on the line of You are wrong, and I right, that is pure self-righteousness, and that is just the point God had to bring the people to. They had to be brought to the house of God, to Bethel, to weep and fast, and offer burnt-offerings and peace offerings. They had to come to the foundation on which they stood with God, and the foundation on which they could go on with one another, and that is the death of Christ. It is not that Benjamin is wrong and I am right; that is not the point. 

    When they went to Phinehas they brought the burnt-offerings and peace-offerings. A remarkable cluster of ideas is brought forward; the ark of the covenant and Phinehas are there. Now Phinehas was a man who in his day executed summary judgment on what was evil. No man in Scripture was more noted than Phinehas for judgment of evil; he judged it unsparingly, but God says of him, He was jealous with my jealousy, Numbers 22: 11. We have to be brought to this, that we are not jealous with natural indignation, but with Gods jealousy. We have to ask when we judge any kind of evil, Is this my jealousy or Gods? If we have Gods jealousy we shall have a blessed sense of the burnt-offerings, the peace-offerings, and the ark of the covenant. These are fine things to take account of when any discipline is on hand. Phinehas had the covenant of the everlasting priesthood; he was entirely apart from any human motives; he took the javelin in his hand in jealousy for God; there was no natural indignation with him at all, but holy, priestly and spiritual indignation. We have to come to that. A man of the world can judge what is wrong, for men have their code of good and evil, but God says to His people, I want you to judge it with Me  I want you to be in communion with Me about it, and judge it far more deeply than you would judge it with your natural conscience. Paul was the Phinehas of the New Testament. 

    On what ground are we? If we are going on with God it is on the ground of the value of the burnt-offering; we are with God entirely on the ground of the death of Christ. We are with the brethren on the ground of the peace-offering; that is the death of Christ in another aspect. That preserves us from any feelings of self-righteousness when judging evil. If not, we shall have the spirit of self-righteousness; I should say, That brother is wrong, and I am right. God will not have that spirit. We have to learn that it is on the footing of Christ that we are with God, and with one another. 

    The ark brings us back to the true character of the dispensation that we are never to forget. We must not forget that the covenant is the basis of all; Christ is the ark of the covenant; every thought of God for blessing is secured in Christ. 

    I have often thought that it is remarkable that there is not a sin-offering here. I should have brought it in if it had been left to me, but, no, it is the burnt-offering and the peace-offering; that is, it refers to the ground on which the people were with God; they are there, not blessed because of their faithfulness or righteousness, but because of Christ. Now, we have to retain that in all judgment of evil; that we do not think ourselves better than the people whom we have to judge. We are not on that ground with God at all. We are on the ground of Christ, and our fellowship together as saints is based on Christ and His death. We are right to judge what is evil, and separate, but it is not the basis of our communion. Christ is the basis of our communion. God has to bring the people to that ground by His chastisement, and then they move forward and execute a fearful judgment on Benjamin, so that the tribe is nearly blotted out, nearly exterminated, and the next chapter tells us that they repented concerning their brother Benjamin, and they had to weep and mourn before God over the fact that a tribe was lost, and was likely to be permanently lost in Israel. God would teach us that in having to separate from our brethren at a time of conflict. There is sometimes great zeal to maintain what is right, and a great deal of faithfulness, and we stand for God in a crisis, but perhaps the result is that we lose a great many brethren. Now do we feel it? Do we feel we have lost Benjamin? I do not think God allows us to go on without feeling that a tribe is lost. The result of the discipline had been to exterminate a tribe. If it had been handled in a more spiritual way there would have been a divine way of getting at it without losing a tribe. 

    I was speaking to one recently about a certain brother who had been withdrawn from, and I asked if there was any movement of recovery with him. He said, No; we have had to go through a great deal of exercise whether, if we had handled him in a more gracious way, he might have been saved. I was glad to hear that; it was a right exercise. The man was rightly judged, but afterwards the Lord put His people through this exercise. That is the exercise of the last chapter; they repented concerning their brother Benjamin. It was not that they had modified their judgment of evil, but they felt that they had lost their brother. How searching these exercises are! The people had sworn, they had taken an oath, and they had to abide by their oath. They had sworn that everybody that did not come up should be killed. They killed all the men of Jabesh-Gilead. It was right, but perhaps if they had been more spiritual they need not have sworn. 

    They had sworn they would not give their daughters to Benjamin. It looked like extreme faithfulness; it put them in a difficulty. The last chapter tells us of the difficulty they had in getting wives for the six hundred men of Benjamin so that a tribe should not be lost. What a dreadful thing it would have been if one stone had had to be torn out of the breastplate! Who could fancy the mutilation of the breastplate by a stone being torn out! When they came to look at things according to God they could not bear to think of Benjamin being lost. It should be more of a real sorrow to have to part company with anyone we can recognise as a true saint. We may have to do it, but the question is, How do we face it? The lesson of this chapter is not as to righteousness; what they did was perfectly right, but what they did had not a divine savour, and they had to be made to feel that, in their zeal and faithfulness, they had nearly brought a disaster on Israel that could have been avoided, had they carried themselves through in a more spiritual manner. It was right that Benjamin should be smitten   but in what spirit is it to be done? 

    These closing chapters give us the moral state of Israel generally. It is not like a political history, under judges, but they are incidents brought in to show us the actual moral state of the people, how far they were from God, even in judging evil; they were doing what was right in their own eyes. All this is very exercising for us. This would not be put in Gods word if we did not need it. 

    To take this home would prepare us to go on with Ruth. The book of Ruth shows us what is of God. He has shown us in Judges what failure there was everywhere among His people, but He reserves this beautiful book of Ruth as an appendix to show what was of Himself in the midst of it all. 
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